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SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
8 July Walk - Crich 
20 July Walk - Lathkill Dale 
22 July Walk - Brassington 
27 July U/G - Monsal Dale 
19 August Walk - Sheldon 
24 August U/G - Lathkill Dale 
7 September U/G - Via Gellia 
13 - 14 September Heritage Open Day, Magpie Mine 
16 September U/G - Ashford in the Water 
20 September Walk - Castleton 
21 September Walk - Ashover 
23 September U/G - Bakewell 
4 October Old Colliery, Coalville 
11 October Seminar - Grassington 
19 October U/G - Ecton 
21 October U/G - Ashford in the Water 
16 November Walk - Castleton 
22 November AGM & Annual Dinner 
30 November U/G - Middleton Dale 
23 - 26 July 2004 Conference - Lake District 
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~ SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2003/2004 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Members are reminded that their membership subscriptions for the year 2003/2004 become due ~ 
~ on 1 September 2003. A renewal form is enclosed with this Newsletter. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ At an Extraordinary General Meeting held on 9 March 2003, the subscription rates were ~ 
~ increased to: - ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Ordinary Member £ 15. 00 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Joint Member £17.00 ~ 
~ . ~ 
~ Family Member £19.00 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Junior Member £ 7.00 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Institutional Member £19. 00 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Overseas members should pay their subscription in Sterling. ~ 
~ ~ 
'l,,,/,/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/"/'/'/"/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/'/l/l/l/l/l/1/-'/'/"/l/l/l/1/-'/1/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/l/lh 

2003 AGM & ANNUAL DINNER 
The 2003 AGM and Annual Dinner will be held 

on Saturday 22 November 2003. 
The AGM will be held in the Pump Room of the 

Peak District Mining Museum at 6.00pm. 
There will be a series of short presentations by 
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Society members during the afternoon prior to the 
AGM. 

The dinner will be held at the Temple Hotel, 
Temple Road, MATLOCK BATH, but there will not 
be a formal speaker so that members can have time to 
sit and chat amongst themselves after the meal. 



Full details will given in the next edition of the 
Newsletter. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE - GIFT AID 
During the last financial year more members 

submitted Gift Aid Declarations to enable the Society 
to reclaim the tax component paid by the "donor" 
from the Inland Revenue. 

The Society thanks all of the members who 
completed the Declarations and which has resulted in 
about £900 being refunded this year by the Inland 
Revenue. This money has helped to reduce the 
impact of the increased premiums for our insurance. 

Under the current legislation, the Society can 
claim 28p for every pound paid by TAX PA YING 
members as subscriptions. 

MEMBERS WHO COMPLETED A 
DECLARATION IN THE PAST SHOULD 
IGNORE THE FOLLOWING REQUEST -

YOUR ORIGINAL DECLARATION IS 
ONGOING. 

There are still a number of taxpaying members 
who have not completed a Gift Aid Declaration and 
we would ask you to complete the Declaration which 
is attached to the Renewal Invoice. 

In order for the Society to make the claim, the 
taxpaying members must give their consent in 
writing. Each consent is a one off statement which 
remains in force until revoked by the individual or 
that individual ceases to be a member of the Society. 
David Gough - Hon Treasurer 

SOCIETY MEETS 
1. Mining Heritage Walk - Crich 

Tuesday 8 July 2003 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Short walk visiting various mine sites, including 

Wakebridge Mine, Glory Mine, Jingler Mine, etc. 
Time permitting, a visit will be made to Fritchley 
Sough tail. 

Meet 7pm at the Cliff Inn, Crich .. (NGR 
344548). 

Note: All of Tony's Mining Heritage Walks are 
highly recommended. 
2. Lathkill Dale Charity Walk 

Sunday 20 July 2003 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
The walk will be visiting the majority of caves 

and mines that are located in, or just off, Lathkill 
Dale. The walk will be from Monyash to Over 
Haddon and is about 41 

/2 miles and will take about 
4hrs. 

Meet at 1 Oam - for location please contact Paul 
Chandler. Bring torch, usual walking gear and 
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packed lunch and drink. The party size is limited to 
14. Sorry no dogs. Suitable for older children only. 
There will be a charge of £4 donation per person, to 
be split equally between the Derbyshire Cave Rescue 
Organisation and the Edale Mountain Rescue. Extra 
donations welcome. NB: If walk is over-subscribed, a 
second identical walk will be arranged, probably later 
in 2003. Please note that this walk is being advertised 
elsewhere. 
3. Mining Heritage Walk - Brassington area 

Tuesday 22 July 2003 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Short walk visiting mining sites in the 

Brassington/Carsington Pasture area. 
Meet 7pm at the Miners Arms, Brassington, 

(NGR 231543). 
4. Putwell Hill Mine, Monsal Dale, Derbyshire 

Sunday 27 July 2003 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
This is a moderate grade boiler/oversuit trip. 

There are two 25ft ladder pitches, although the 
second ladder pitch is optional. Steep and loose 
stones underfoot incline to descend and ascend, plus 
a number of short climbs and slopes to negotiate. 

All members attending this meet MUST have 
experience of climbing flexible wire ladders. 

The party size is limited to 10 persons. 
5. Mining Heritage Walk - Sheldon 

Tuesday 19 August 2003 
Leader: Tony Wood. 
Short walk visiting Magpie Mine site, etc. 
Meet 7pm at the Cock & Pullet pub, Sheldon 

(NGR 175688) 
6. Lathkill Dale Mines - Cascade Cavern and Gank 
Hole Mine 

Sunday 24 August 2003. 
Leader: Paul Chandler. 
Details: CASCADE CA VERN. Grade: 

Moderate. 40ft entrance shaft will be rigged for SR T 
ONLY. Second short handline pitch. Oversuit trip. 

GANK HOLE MINE. Grade: Moderate. Couple 
of short pitches will be rigged for ladder and 
line.Oversuit trip. Access into mine not confirmed at 
time of writing. Description and survey in PDMHS 
Bulletin Vol 6 No 6. 

Meet at lOam at the Bulls Head, Monyash. 
IMPORTANT - Members attending this meet must 
have full SR T rig, proficient in its use, and have 
experience of climbing flexible wire ladders. 
7. Ashford Black Marble Mine, 
Ashford-in-the-Water 

Tuesday 16 September 2003 
Leader: Paul Chandler. 
This evening visit is an easy oversuit/boilersuit 
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trip to a mine with mostly walking size passages. 
There is no ladder or ropework. Number of places is 
limited. 
8. Castleton Liberty Walk 

Saturday 20 September 2003 
Leader: Chris Heathcote 
Meet at 10:30am at Church Lane, Peak Forest 
Route: Old Dam - Oxlow Rake - Old Moor -

Wham - Linicar Rake - White Rake - Old Dam. The 
approximate distance will be 4 miles. 

The walk will visit some of the major rakes in 
the area. Surface features will be pointed out and any 
significant history of the numerous mines will be 
given. Please bring suitable walking attire and a 
packed lunch. If time allows How Grove on Dirtlow 
Rake will be visited. 
9. Ashover Mines Walk 

Sunday 21 September 2003 
Leader: Stuart Band 
It has been a number of years since Stuart last 

organised this meet. This very interesting walk is 
about about 3 miles long. Bring usual walking gear, 
packed lunch & drink. Meet at 10.30 am at Ashover 
village hall car-park. 
10. Pretoria Chert Mine, Bakewell 

Tuesday 23 September 2003 
Leader: Paul Chandler 

This is the second visit to this quite extensive 
mine. Easy grade, oversuit or boilersuit trip. Mostly 
large walking size passages, which are steeply 
inclined in places. Worth bringing a camera for 
superb packwalls and artifacts. Access into mine is 
via a l 5ft deep shaft, rigged with ladders. Evening 
visit. The party size is limited to 10 persons. Further 
visits to this mine will be arranged. 

Contact Paul Chandler (PDMHS Meets 
Co-ordinator) for further details on any of the above 
meets, including place bookings. Tel: 01246-220773. 

ADVANCE NOTICE OF FUTURE MEETS 
1. Merry Tom Mine, Via Gellia, Cromford 

Date to be confirmed, but possibly Sunday 
7 September 2003. Places limited. 
2. Dale Mine plus other small mines in the area, 
Ecton, Staffs 

Sunday 19 October 2003. Permission for visit 
not confirmed 
3. Ashford Black Marble Mine, 
Ashford-in-the-Water 

Tuesday 21 October 2003 
4. Mining Heritage walk - Castleton Area 

Sunday 16 November 2003 
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5. Hanging Flat Mine, Middleton Dale, plus another 
mine in area 

Sunday 30 November 2003 

Contact Paul Chandler (PDMHS Meets 
Co-ordinator) for further details on any of the above 
meets, including place bookings. Tel: 01246-220773. 

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE 
At the beginning of 2002 the Museum obtained 

grant funding through the Derbyshire Environmental 
Trust to create an exhibition entitled Reduce Reuse 
Recycle. This was to deal with the recycling of Lead 
Based products, such as car batteries, building trade 
waste etc. being a continuation of the Museum's 
theme. 

Robin Hall (right) and Councillor Ian Bates, Chairman 
of Derbyshire Dales DC at the opening of the 
exhibition. Photo by Mave Luff 

To meet the requirements of the grant we had to 
broaden the subject matter and it was decided to deal 
with domestic waste. In particular, organic/ 
composting; plastics, glass, paper and metals. The 
project was sponsored by RMC Concrete Products 
Ltd, Lefarge Aggregates, Derbyshire County 
Council, Derbyshire Dales District Council and H J 
Enthoven - Lead Smelters from Darley Dale. 



In depth research was carried out by visiting 
various companies who recycle household waste. 
These companies were very supportive and keen to 
supply us with as much information as they could. 
They allowed us to take our.own photographs of 
their various processes. Days were spent following 
the refuse collectors and lorry around Walton 
(Chesterfield) taking photographs of the contents of 
the bins, the bins being emptied, visits to land fill sites 
etc. 

A considerable amount of time and effort has 
been put into designing and creating this display, 
mainly on a voluntary basis by Mick Hepenstall, Joe 
Bown, Marilyn Benson, David Hall and myself 

After many months of hard work the exhibition 
finally officially opened on 27 February 2003. The 
opening was attended by representatives of the 
companies who had assisted us, the Mayor, 
councillors and officers from Derbyshire CC and 
Derbyshire Dales DC. The exhibition is ongoing and 
I intend to form an educational policy to enable 
schools to use this as a learning tool as part of the 
national curriculum. I am currently discussing this 
with an education officer from Derbyshire CC. I also 
intend to expand the subjects in due course to cover 
incineration, uses of other materials such as tyres, 
clothing etc. 
Robin Hall 

MAGPIE MINE HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 2003 
The Heritage Open Days have the benefit of 

nationwide publicity and attract many thousands of 
visitors to properties across England. PDMHS has 
taken part in these events since 2000 and last years 
event was our most successful with some 282 people 
visiting the Magpie Mine site. 

The Society is again participating in this years 
event. The Magpie Mine site will be open to the 
public from noon to 5. 00 pm on Saturday and 
Sunday, 13 and 14 September 2003 . 

We shall again be concentrating on young 
people to try and boost our membership at a time of 
falling and ageing membership. This useful publicity 
may bring us some new members. 

Guided parties will be taken round this 
wonderful site, the best-preserved relic of the old 
lead industry in Derbyshire. Guidebooks and tea etc. 
will be available, and visitors will be given an 
opportunity of buying souvenirs at the Peak District 
Mining Museum Stall. 

As the organiser for this year' s Open Day, I am 
asking for volunteers to act as guides, car parking 
attendants, catering, etc. for the week end which is 
an excellent shop window for the Society. 
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Names, preference for jobs, and times available 
please to Paul Smith, tel, 0115 9301169, or e-mail 
address: Paulboswedden@aol.com 

Make this year's Heritage Weekend an even 
bigger success, and help to increase our membership 
at the same time. 
Paul Smith 

BOOK REVIEWS 
1. "Victorian Slate Mining" by Ivor Wynne Jones, 
Landmark Publishing, Ashbourne, DE6 lEJ. 142pp. 
ISBN 1 84306073 6. Cost £15.95 

Another fine book from the Landmark stable, 
and the seventh by the author. It is more than just a 
history of Victorian slate mining. 

Firstly, much of it is a collection of magnificent 
underground pictures, many by the Victorian cave 
and mine photographer J C Burton. An account of 
his photographic technique with flares and 
magnesium ribbon is included. Secondly, much of the 
text consists of resumes from an 1895 Government 
Department Report on the industry, with particular 
reference to health and sanitation. The comments on 
the slate miners' living conditions make Dickensian 
London seem a paradise by comparison. The 
photograph of the checking the stability of the roof 
from the top of an 80ft wooden ladder by candlelight 
might raise the Inspector of Mines eyebrows today! 
Thirdly, it is very much a history of slate mining 
around Blaenau Ffestiniog; other areas in North 
Wales are hardly considered, but then those had slate 
quarries instead of underground mining. 

Much of the book is a history of one family 
company, J W Greaves & Co. and the Llechwedd 
Mine, now a popular tourist attraction. Though the 
book is titled Victorian, a fair amount of 20th century 
developments are described and illustrated. There is a 
useful bibliography but surprisingly F J North's book 
"The Slates of Wales" (National Museum of Wales 
publication) is not listed. 

There are two appendices which demonstrate the 
ramifications of slate personalities: one is concerned 
with assistance given to Japanese commerce .and to 
the US Navy in Nagasaki during Victorian times, and 
the other outlines the family's links with Alice of 
"Alice in Wonderland" fame. (The mine entrance may 
have inspired the White Rabbit's hole!). 

A few criticisms are possible - there is no map of 
the area, nor are there any mine plans. Production 
statistics are minimal and I found no definitions of the 
various sizes of slates produced. 
Dr Trevor D Ford 



2. "Metal Mines ofLlanengan - Mining Ventures in 
a North Wales Parish" by J Bennet and R Vernon. 
Published by Gwydyr Mines Publications, November 
2002, 160 pp with 30 diagrams, sections and maps 
and 20 photographs. ISBN 09514 79881. Hardback 
(24cm x l7cm). Cost £15.00. 

This is the first full and detailed account of the 
lead, copper, zinc, iron and manganese mines that lie 
to the south of Abersoch, Gwynedd. Although 
workings date back to at least the 17th Century, this 
is a relatively small mining area with few mines and 
low outputs. Recorded total annual output for the 
individual metal ores rarely exceeded four figures and 
maximum total employment only once exceeded 300 
persons. 

The book describes mainly the rise and fall of the 
various companies with notes on the developments 
they undertook at the respective mines. There is, 
however, a separate chapter on the accidents that 
occurred at the mines and the report of the 
three-death inrush of water caused by poor mapping 
makes particularly sad reading. The accident left 3 
widows and 12 children without fathers. Truly a 
disaster in an area of such low population density. 

The book also has an epilogue - a "mining trail", 
with a map so that visitors to the area can see many 
of the surviving relics and get a feel for its mining 
past. It is well researched with references carefully 
given, but does surprise the writer that so few period 
photos have been located. Those given show clearly 
some of the most important features, engine houses, 
chimneys and shafts but there is some repetition. 
However the excellent and clear diagrams make up 
for this and the book is well produced. 
Ivor Brown 

CWMYSTWYTH MINES 
Simon Hughes is publishing an enlarged version 

of his popular book "The Cwmystwyth Mines". It 
will be produced on a CD which will allow the 
inclusion of many more photographs and plans. The 
cost is £5. 00 and will be available from Simon 
Hughes, Lery Mills, Talybont, Aberystwyth, 
Ceredigion, SY24 5ED. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES - OBSERVATIONS 
AND DISCOVERIES - PART 7 
1. Enterprise Mine, Coombes Dale, Stoney 
Middleton, Derbyshire. 

A further visit to this site at SK 223 743, has 
provided further detail. There are only two bouse 
teams or ore hoppers, very similar in design to those 
at Brightside Mine at the eastern end ofHassop 
Common, the third hollow being a fortuitous collapse 
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of the retaining wall. The pond above, originally for 
water storage for use in ore washing and/or 
processing, has been modified and converted to a 
dewpond. These features lay below the run-in and 
open horse levels previously noted; the latter is a 
relatively short trial that has intersected narrow 
earlier workings. The leat, pond and bouse teams 
were all built by the North Derbyshire United Mining 
Company in the 1850s to process the ore from the 
horse levels; the lack of a hillock below the bouse 
teams suggests this venture was wholly unsuccessful 
or that washed ore was processed elsewhere. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Jim 
Rieuwerts, Dave Williams, Terry Worthington. 

2. Tremmel, Longstone Edge, Derbyshire 
The rusty, though intact, remains of this small 

trommel are located on a short piece of the vein 
complex that has survived the ravages of more 
modem fluorspar extraction, at SK 216 731 . It 
consists of cylindrical sieves with drive mechanism, in 
a timber frame with wheels; the motor has been 
removed. A maker's plate shows it was 
manufactured by J B Edlington and Co Ltd, 
Gainsborough, possibly for agricultural use and later 
adapted for processing fluorspar. In close proximity 
are the ruined remains of a small corrugated-iron clad 
shed and a pile of sorted mineral. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Jim 
Rieuwerts, Dave Williams, Terry Worthington. 

3. Mandale Mine. Lathkill Dale, Over Haddon, 
Derbyshire. 

Examination of the Aqueduct Level, at SK 1958 
6612 has found a fireset level, about 20m long, 
widening a natural rift in parts and ending at a fine 
forefield, the whole later deepened and extended 
beyond by miners using powder. In places there is 
burnt coal in the displaced floor deposits. The 
Aqueduct Level is now entered from surface by a 
wide trial level oflate 19th century date. The earlier 
point of entry was from above, via a mostly 
still-accessible vertical vein working. Here there are 
short sooted trial levels driven north-westwards into 
the vein a~d natural earthen infill in the rift cavity, the 
pre-powder miners gradually working their way 
down diagonally in steps looking for profitable 
ground, before reaching the longer fireset level at the 
base of the early workings that is noted above. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Terry 
Worthington. 

4. Dark Hole/Primrose Mine, Bacon Rake, Matlock 
Bath, Derbyshire 



This mine, in the cliff near the eastern end of 
Bacon Rake, at SK 2943 5879 and also know as 
Torhills Cave, has several points ofinterest. 
Workings have enlarged natural rifts and small pipe 
cavities. In the upper workings there is a fine 
example of a natural rift that has had the joint at the 
end enlarged with firesetting using wood, the first 
example of the use of this material rather than coal to 
be found in the ongoing assessment of pre-powder 
work in the Peak District. Vulnerable deposits of 
charcoal on the floor should not be disturbed, as they 
are potentially important for future radiocarbon 
dating. In the lower workings there is a stone lined 
drain still channelling water under the clay floor 
deposits associated with the adjacent toadstone on 
one side of the vein. A small area of fine pickwork in 
the upper workings previously reported as possible 
medieval "woodpecker" work (Barnatt and 
Rieuwerts - Mining History 13. 5) is now 
reinterpreted as undated scratching through dirt' on 
the pipe side to search for mineral. 

Present: John Barnatt, Jon Humble, Dave Webb, 
Terry Worthington and others. 

5. Brown Edge, White Great Rake and Lickpenny 
Mines, Winster, Derbyshire 

Recent fieldwork here identified extensive 
hillocks, centred at SK 2345 6005, many partially 
'improved ' or removed, but with intact examples and 
several capped shafts. The surface remains include 
six fine examples ofbuddle dams, a water leat from a 
shaft to huddle dams, a well preserved stone-lined 
huddle and two or possibly three gin circles, 
including a good example on a flat-topped hillock. 

Present: John Barnatt, John Wood and others. 

6. Longtor Veins, Winster, Derbyshire 
On the summit of Winster Bank, at SK 251 601 , 

are to be seen the surface expressions of the Longtor 
Veins. At the eastern end of which there are 
closely-spaced sleeper-covered shafts and the 
foundations of a large coe. In close proximity are the 
well-preserved remains of a stone huddle trough 
placed atop a small hillock and running parallel to the 
range of the veins. Also nearby is the small entrance 
to a narrow but deep stope. 

Present: Chris Heathcote, Jim Rieuwerts, Phil 
Shaw. 

7. White Rake, Stoney Middleton Dale, Derbyshire 
A recent visit to this vein revealed two short 

levels within a shallow opencut, located high on the 
south side of the dale at SK 206 759, driven when a 
small 20th century calcite mine was active. The upper 
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level contains the remains of a narrow gauge 
tramway supported on large rotting timbers across a 
stope below. The bottom level, driven in fractured 
rock, probably leads to this stope. Both are unstable 
and should not be entered. Higher up the vein in the 
open field above, hillocks and hollows from lead 
mining remain untouched and at one point are the 
remains of a lime kiln located directly on the vein. 
Lower down the vein, nearer the road, the 20th 
century powder house still survives intact, together 
with a flight of stone steps. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Jim 
Rieuwerts, Phil Shaw. 

8. Streaks Vein, Stoney Middleton Dale, Derbyshire 
On the north side of the dale at SK 212 759, 

amongst the overgrown remains of quarry workings, 
can be seen an opencut on Streaks Vein. This 
consists of a rubble-filled vertical-sided depression 
about 1 Oft wide, 1 Oft deep and 50ft long. The sides 
of the opencut appear water worn but in one spot a 
tiny amount of pickwork is visible. At the lower end 
of the opencut the course of a tramway can be seen, 
leading to a fairly large waste tip and nearby 
stone-built platforms. In close proximity to the 
opencut a short blocked level with <leads stacked in 
the roof leads into a parallel vein. 

Present: Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw. 
If you have information on any of the sites noted 

or would like to contribute to future issues of this 
series of notes, please contact: Chris Heathcote, 15 
Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, Stockport, SK12 
6TX (01298 814822) or John Barnatt, 21 The Front, 
Fairfield, Buxton, Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 
77923), (e-mail John.Barnatt@btintemet.com). 

BULLETINS FOR SALE 
The following PDMHS Bulletins are to be sold: 

March and December 1969, May and December 
1970, June and December 1971, April and October 
1972 and May 1973. 

Offers to Gerard Hallows, tel: 01494 862533. 

HILLOCKS MINE SUMP 
This article gives the conclusions of the pumping 

operation to dewater the South West Cross Cut 
Sump Hillocks Mine, Monyash on 23 April 2003. 
The work was done by members of CCPC et al. 

The sump exists at the end of a level in Hillocks 
Mine that is known to explorers as the South West 
Cross Cut Sump. Access was by SRT down the 200ft 
Wharf Engine Shaft. Pumping equipment etc was 
lowered and raised by winch for speed and 
convenience. This enabled the whole operation to be 
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completed in about six hours with a workforce of 
five. 

Evidence of early mining can be seen in the form 
of hand picked levels at different horizons throughout 
the mine workings, though most are victims of 
reworking with gunpowder. A clear example of this 
is illustrated in the main cartgate from the engine 
shaft chamber to the South West Cross Cut, where a 
complete hand picked level is intact in the roof, the 
floor having been blasted out with powder to form 
the main gate. The cross cut consists of a blind stope 
like working, quite low due to reworking and 
backfilling with <leads. Near the end, the floor dips 
down steeply due to a decrease in the depth of infill. 
This, based on observations in the dewatered 
forefleld, was estimated to be 3m. 

This dip is permanently flooded to almost floor 
level. The object of the pumping operation was to 
establish if the level continues below the flooded 
roof 

With the pump running the water level dropped, 
a gently dipping bedding plane was revealed with a 
large quantity of water issuing into the sump along 
the bedding. As the pumping progressed, deads were 
removed to a depth of 2.5 metres to reveal a section 
of original floor with the forefield sloping back down 
dip towards the level. 

Below the normal water perch, surprisingly large 
and uniform shot holes, approx 24" long, 1 W' 
diameter and bored vertically downward, were noted. 
Contemporaneous holes have not been seen, at least 
by the writer, in other parts of the mine, and probably 
represent a late stage of reworking using compressed 
air drilling. 

A calcite vein can be seen in the centre of the 
heading with a vertical groove picked out. This may 
have been a lead scrin that was followed in the hope 
that it would belly out with depth, a reasonable 
speculation. However, in this instance, no such vein 
was found. 

Earlier work in the roof can be seen that 
represents the original driveage, with shot holes of 
7
/ 8" diam, possibly dating from the 1750s or earlier. It 

will be noted when descending the engine shaft that 
yet another size of drill hole is in evidence, this being 
1 in diameter, representative of an early date of 
sinking the shaft. 
Len Kirkham 

BEDAZZLED 
A short article in the Readers Digest magazine 

for March 2003 briefly describes two caverns broken 
into at the 1000 foot level in the Naica silver-lead 
mine in the central Chihuahua Province of Mexico. 
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Gypsum crystals up to 50 feet long crossed the larger 
cavern which the article recorded had 85% humidity 
and a temperature of 150° Centigrade' It said one 
could only stand being in the cavern for a few 
minutes. From other sources I have found that the 
temperature was in fact 150° Fahrenheit, still rather 
warm but not above the boiling point for intrepid 
explorers! 
Dr Trevor D Ford 

PRESERVATION OF MINE SITES IN WALES 
The Welsh Mines Preservation Trust is 

committed to the preservation of relatively 
undisturbed mine sites in Wales. The first step is to 
create a database of these sites and the Trust would 
be grateful for any suggestions, along with details, of 
sites to be included on the database. 

Each location will be considered with a view to 
protecting and preserving the site, together with what 
can be done to achieve these aims. 

In addition, the Trust is in contact with CADW 
regarding the possibility of getting further mine sites 
scheduled. They wish to be advised of any site that 
could be considered for scheduling. 
Welsh Mines Preservation Trust 

UNDERGROUND ARCHAEOLOGY OF 
MINING - A HIDDEN RESOURCE 

A one day seminar on the Underground 
Archaeology of Mining is to be held at Grassington 
in the Yorkshire Dales on 11 October 2003 . 

The seminar will raise awareness of the wealth of 
archaeological information which survives 
underground and is currently playing a very small 
part in the understanding of one of the oldest and 
most continuous industries in the UK. 

The seminar will explore three main themes: 
·What exists underground. 
· Why should underground sites be recorded. 
· Approaches to recording underground sites. 

Further details from Martin Roe, NAMHO 
Conservation Officer, 7a Moor Close Parade, 
Queensbury, Bradford, BD13 2JG, or 
www.nmrs.co.uk/seminar.htm 

NAMH02004 
By the time that you get this Newsletter the 

NAMHO meet in Ireland will be over and it's time to 
think of the next NAMHO Conference. 

This will be held in the Lake District and be 
hosted by the Cumbria Amenity Trust Mining History 
Society (CAT) with an input from other Lakeland 
Mining History Organisations. It will be based at the 
John Ruskin School, Coniston, over the weekend of 



23 - 26 July 2004. 
The theme of the Conference will be "The 

Extractive Industries of Cumbria" and will include 
lectures and site visits. It is hoped that there will be a 
special lecture on the Friday .evening to celebrate the 
25th Anniversary ofNAMHO. 

Further details will be available later in the year 

WORKING MINES IN THE PEAK DISTRICT 
40YEARSAGO 

Following the tradition of many generations of 
mining engineers, the writer observed, took notes 
and later 'wrote up' his notes of visits to mines (see 
Hunt 1851 [1] and Gresley 1879[2]). After over 10 
years in the mining industry, he found himself as a 
mining lecturer teaching others to do the same. In 
1964 he visited all the "miscellaneous" mines in 
Derbyshire listed as being operational by the 
Inspector of Mines [3] partly with a view to widening 
his own experience and as part of his job in which he 
had special responsibility for non-coal mining 
students at a mining college. This article shows one 
result of this work which was shown in tabloid form 
in PDMHS Bulletin Vol 2 No 4 1964 [4]. 

Similar reports for the other mines may follow 
although some information has already been given in 
earlier issues of the Bulletin PDMHS [ 4] and [ 5]. 

References 
[I] Hunt R 1852 "On the Importance of 

Cultivating Habits of Observation. Records of the 
School of Mines. Vol 1, No 6, p 63-80." 

[2] Gresley W S 1879 "The Value of 
Observation When Visiting Collieries etc. The 
Journal of British Society of Mining Students Vol 4, 
No 6, p 100-104." 

[3) Ministry of Power 1963 "List of 
Miscellaneous Mines by Mines' Inspectorate 
Divisions." 

[4] Brown I J 1964 "A General Survey of 
Present Day Mining in Derbyshire. PDMHS 
BulletinVol 2, No 4, p 204-205. 

[ 5] Brown I J 1966 "The End of an Era. 
PDMHS Bulletin Vol 3 No 2, p 75-84. " 

Part 1. "The Operations of Glebe Mines Ltd - The 
Glebe fluorspar, barytes and lead mine, Eyam, 
Derbyshire." 

Visited on 8 January 1964. 
The mine is situated in the centre of the village 

of Eyam, although the present production shaft and 
workings are about one mile to the north-east on the 
slopes of Sir William Hill. Originally an old lead 
mine, the mine is now the foremost underground 
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fluorspar producer in Great Britain. The minerals 
barytes and galena are also worked when in 
association with the fluorspar but are not sought 
independently. 

Geology and History 
Glebe Mine was worked for lead during the 

period 1854 to 1884 by the Eyam Mining Co. and the 
area lay abandoned, except for a brief venture by 
English Lead Mines Exploration Ltd at Ladywash 
Mine in 1930 when some drilling was carried out, 
until 1936 when Glebe Mine was reopened by Glebe 
Mines Ltd to produce fluorspar. The company, which 
later become a subsidiary of Laporte Chemicals Ltd, 
found an unworked section of the Old Edge Vein 
where the fault breccia had been replaced by 
fluorspar and, to enable this to be worked 
economically, the adjacent Ladywash Mine 
production shaft was reopened and enlarged to 1 Oft 
diameter and 728ft in depth. An electric winder, cage 
and counterweight were also installed and the shaft 
became the downcast with the former elliptical 7ft x 
5ft, 283ft deep, Glebe shaft used for upcast air and 
emergency use. Both shafts reach the 284ft level and, 
with Ladywash shaft collar at l253ft OD and Glebe 
Collar at 800ft OD, a good natural ventilation is 
maintained, although in times of extraordinary warm 
weather, the air current reverses for short periods of 
time. 

The Old Edge Vein follows roughly the Eyam 
Edge and is in Carboniferous Limestone strata 
overlain by shale. The shale cuts out the vein at an 
angle giving the lower, 384ft level an extra length of 
lOOft. Throughout the mile-long section of vein 
worked, a vertical parting of clay has divided the vein 
into two and normally this parting is thin except in 
some places where it is up to )ft 6in thick. The vein 
itself varies from 8ft to 15ft in thickness and an 
analysis has shown a typical sample of the ore to 
have the following composition, CaF2 (Fluorspar) 
60% Si02(Sand); BaS04 (Barytes) 3%; CaC03 
(Limestone) 5% and PbS (Galena) 2%. The galena 
which is spread in patches throughout the vein was 
not worked during the former lead mining period 
since it would have meant moving too much useless 
rock. However it was worked in places in the vein 
where the galena was concentrated near one wall but 
even then a yield of only 10% galena in the ore was 
possible. The depth to which the vein runs is not 
known although it has been proved to 125ft below 
the deepest workings, but it is thought that the lead 
miners "bogie", toadstones or basaltic intrusions, 
may eventually cut it out. The galena is found 
towards the top of the vein, copper mineralisation is 
apparent throughout, with some pyrites at depth, 



~ 

..,. 

~ 

_..., 

although the latter minerals have not been worked 
commercially. 

Mining Methods 
The vein is worked by stoping from two levels at 

284ft and 384ft respectively. Since the vein is almost 
vertical the lower is nearly underneath the other and 
at one point where the levels bisect vertically, they 
are connected by a lOOft deep shaft equipped with a 
winder, cage and counterweight. To the east and 
west of this underground shaft the vein is worked 
from two sub-levels within the vein and between the 
two horizons. Between l 5ft and 30ft of ore separate 
the levels which are again connected vertically at 
horizontal intervals of about 150ft by raises; the 
actual position depending on quality of ore present, 
whether good wells are possible, or whether it is 
possible to either clear a hole through the clays or 
through an 'old mans' working, through which the ore 
could be passed when sinking the shaft or winze. The 
sublevels on either side of the raise are made using a 
1 Ohp slusher bucket arrangement, drawing the ore 
towards the opening in front of the motor. 

When a piece of ore has been blocked out, 
stoping is carried out. This consists of boring holes in 
the solid between the levels and sublevels, firing the 
bottom block first to form a heap, the second on top 
and then the third on top of this. No set boring 
pattern is used and all holes are bored using 
compressed air drills. Two methods of removing the 
ore, once fragmented, are employed. The more 
frequent method is to allow the ore to fall into the 
bottom level and then to load it into 2 ton minecars, 
standing in a roadway running parallel to the bottom 
level in the footwall by means of compressed air 
operated Eimco rocker-shovels loading through 
crosscuts. The second method used, to enable the ore 
peeled from the sides to be stockpiled until required, 
is to form a roof of planking over the bottom level 
with chutes suitably placed so that the ore will fall on 
opening into the mine-cars. This method is also used 
when driving the raises. Access to all levels is made 
by means of nearly vertical iron ladders placed in a 
step manner. 

General 
The 18 inch gauge, 2 ton minecars are hauled by 

means of locomotives to the Ladywash Shaft, the 
stud of locos consisted of 5 electric battery 
locomotives and 1 diesel locomotive, the latter 
working in the Ladywash pit bottom. Up to April 
1962; lOcwt steel tubs were in use, and in former days 
sledges, the remains of which together with a leather 
man-harness and old iron drills, have been found in 
"old man's" workings. 

Considerable quantities of water are present in 
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all the workings on the bottom level, and a stream 
runs down the centre of the locomotive road which is 
about 6in deep. At present a crosscut is being driven 
down an old roadway which leads to the open end of 
the former drainage adit, 'the Sough' (pronounced 
"suff'') at 416ft OD. With an l lft fall between the 
Sough Tail and the bottom most working, it is 
expected that once the fall has been located and 
removed the water will, once again, find its own way 
out and the pumps, at present raising 200-300 gallons 
per minute, will become unnecessary. 

About 30 men are employed underground and 
these are all in two grades. Grades 1 and 2, the 
former being highly competent miners who are 
qualified to fire their own shots (using Polar Ammom 
Gelignite and electric detonators). A bonus of 10/-
per ton to be divided overall (Grade l men getting a 
higher percentage) is given on every ton over 400 
tons per week; the output averaging about 600 tons 
per week, last week it was 685 ton. The majority of 
men work on the day shift only, 8.00am - 5.00pm, 
five days per week, a total of 45 hours per week. 
Nearly all of the men are in the Transport and 
General Municipal Workers Union. 

Supervision is carried out by a Manager (Mr J 
Davies), an Under Manager (Mr D Brown) and a 
shift boss. Mr Brown and a batch of men have 
recently arrived from Silverband Mine, Westmorland, 
which is at present being run down. Miners wear 
Sketchley brown overalls and officials white. 

The mine has a good safety record with only two 
fatal accidents in.25 years (fall of ground and a fall 
down a ladder), and a happy team spirit prevails. 
Factors conducive to safety include absence of 
electricity (even lighting is by means of individual 
compressed air turbines), absence of gas, air being 
circulated by means of small underground fans and 
venturi and the fact that the roof and sides are strong. 
If need arises rootbars are put in, resting on dowels 
fixed in the sides of the roadways at 4ft 6in intervals. 

Surface 
From Ladywash Shaft the ore is transported by 

lorry to the mill at Glebe. This mill, one of only four 
in the country, processes all Fluorspar produced, 
both underground and opencast, in Derbyshire. Only 
25% of the throughput is from the Company' s own 
mines. The mill consists of a heavy medium 
separation section, (at specific gravities of 2.68 and 
3 .15), followed by froth flotation. The three minerals 
are all crushed fine, washed and separated from the 
waste by a magnetic vacuum filter (for lead) and 
cycloids (barytes and fluorspar) . Although actual 
tonnages were not divulged, it is known that up to 
June 1958 over 200,000 tons offluorspar were 



produced together with 5,000 tons oflead 
concentrates. During the visit 109lb of lead 
concentrate per ton of fluorspar was being obtained 
from the run-of-the-mine ore and was selling at £25 
per ton, (although the market price has recently risen 
to nearly £40 per ton). The mine is penalised if the 
percentage of zinc rises although nothing is done to 
prevent this. The current main product is the top 
quality acid grade fluorspar, produced at a purity of 
96-98%, although the considerable quantity of high 
grade Barytes, containing more than 98% BaS04, 
also adds handsomely to the mines finances. 

A new mill, with modem equipment, and a new 
mine, Sall et Hole, on the opposite side of Middleton 
Dale, are to be opened shortly. (Proposed date April 
1964) 
IvorJ Brown 

To be continued in the next edition of the Newsletter 

GEEVOR TIN MINE. CORNW AL 
Geevor Tin Mine has, since October 2001 , been 

run by Pendeen Community Heritage. Last year, 
visitor numbers were the highest ever and plans are 
now well advanced for some major developments. In 
conjunction with the St. Just Mines Research Group, 
it has been established that there is a much larger area 
underground that is potentially accessible to visitors 
than was previously suspected. 

With the support of the site owners, Cornwall 
County Council, and Penwith District Council, it is 
intended to create visitor access to a suite of 
spectacular workings that exemplify 19th and 20th 
century mining methods. The ambitious multi-million 
pound plan will take several years to complete but 
wlll result in Cornwall having one of the finest 
'tourist mines' in Europe. A display at the mine shows 
some of the proposals. 

Geevor offers a discounted admission to all 
members ofNAMHO affiliated societies. 
Bill Lakin, Director, Geevor Tin Mine Museum 

INVITATION TO THE TOP FORGE, 
WORTLEY, NEAR SHEFFIELD 

Andrew Hurrell is a PDMHS member and 
"Honorary Custodian" of the South Yorkshire 
Industrial History Society. He is responsible for the 
Industrial Museum at Wortley Top Forge, (which is 
located just to the west of the A629 Halifax Road, 
between the villages ofWortley and Thurgoland -
grid Reference SK 294998), and the Reckley 
Furnace and Engine House located off the Ml at 136. 

As manager of Top Forge, Andrew has offered 
free admission to all PD.MHS members, on 

production of a valid PDMHS Membership Card, 
until November 2003. The site is open on Sundays 
and Bank Holiday Mondays until early November. 
The opening times are 11. OOam to 5. OOpm. 

This year Wortley Top Forge is celebrating 50 
years of preservation and the South Yorkshire 
Industrial History Society, 70 years since its 
inception. The members think it is the oldest society 
of its kind. 

The Managers of Wortley Top Forge from about 
1840 to 1907 (Thomas Andrews & Thomas Andrews 
Junior) were from an Eyam mining family and 
seemed to have owned Blakeden Mine, near 
Longstone Edge, for many years. This mine was 
worked for Lead and Barytes/Fluorspar. They also 
opened a Coal Mine a couple of miles from the 
Forge. 

There is a lot going on at this site - go along and 
give them your support. Full details about the Top 
Forge can be found on their website 
www.topforge.co. uk. 

PRETORIA MINE. BAKEWELL 
On the evening of Tuesday 6 May 2003 an 

amicable group of 10 members loitered with no 
particular intent outside the school gates of the Lady 
Manners School - we awaited our leader, Paul 
Chandler, who was to whisk us out of sight below 
ground in the nearby Pretoria Chert Mine. 
Unfortunately his arrival stirred up an element of 
confusion since he had been unable to obtain the 
entrance key; but Paul, resourceful as ever, quickly 
invoked Plan B and with the aid of a few tools soon 
had us lowering ourselves carefully down the 15ft 
deep concrete pipe and into the incline level of the 
mme. 

The first impression on entering was just how 
spacious it was. Wide pathways lined with stacked 
waste limestone led us down the steep slope, which 
formerly had broken surface as a haulage adit for the 
large chert blocks. It was only abandoned in the 
1960' s when new techniques for flint crushing made 
the mine redundant, and much remains of the 
ironwork and railways. 

Were it not for the all pervading gloom and 
occasional pile of boulders we could have been on a 
casual evening' s surface stroll . We ambled slowly 
along chatting earnestly about the likely use of this 
pulley or that piece of rusting ironwork, and railway 
enthusiasts had a field-day examining the points and 
turntables of the old 18" gauge tramway. One of our 
party rushed over to proudly show us a shiny glass 
artefact in the shape of a tube, which stimulated 
much animated discussion until it was realised that it 
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was nothing more that the filament holder of a 
modem tungsten light bulb! 

A feature that caused us much speculation was 
the groups of deep shot holes drilled into the walls in 
a seemingly random and purposeless fashion. In one 
part of the mine they were crammed side by side over 
a distance of perhaps 20-30ft like a high-density 
stone dovecote. It was only later that we discovered 
that the mine walls had been used to test new types 
of stone drill tips and were not, as we thought, the 
work of a bored (no pun intended) apprentice. 

The mine is really quite small being roughly only 
500ft square in extent and dipping steeply with the 
strata beneath the Bakewell-Monyash road. The beds 
of9ft thick chert were worked in the longwall 
manner, and perhaps the most striking feature was 
the incredible workmanship that had gone into 
packing the waste rock into roof supports. It was so 
precise in places as to remind us of the walls built by 
the Incas. 

Many thanks to Paul for arranging this very 
interesting, enjoyable and comfortable trip. 
David Webb 

INGLETON COALFIELD AND STORRS 
QUARRY 

This joint NMRS/PDMHS surface walk in the 
Yorkshire Dales on 30 March 2003 meet was held on 
a crisp sunny day. About 22 people, the majority of 
whom were PDMHS members, were treated to an 
excellent guided tour of both the "Ingleton 
Coalfield" and the "Storrs Quarry" by Bernard Bond. 

around the villages of Ingleton and Burton in 
Londsdale. There were six coal seams, the thickness 
ranging from 3 - 10 feet thick and of high quality. 
The coal was used for domestic, steam raising, gas 
production purposes. 

There is documented evidence that coal was 
being mined in the area in 1646. The last colliery to 
be abandoned was New Ingleton Colliery which 
closed in 1940. 

The Storrs Limestone Quarry opened in 1861 
and closed in 1974. The quarry provided graded 
limestone for road ballast and tarmac. There was also 
a lime kiln used for burning lime for the local building 
industry. 

Thanks to Bernard for distributing the hand-outs 
describing the area and for providing tea and biscuits 
at the end of the walk. 

I would also like to thank Mike Gill for 
arranging this meet on my behalf 
Paul Chandler 

THE CRICH MINING DISPLAY 
The display of mining artefacts and small 

museum at the Wakebridge Stop on the tram journey 
at The Tramway Village, Crich, Derbyshire, 
comprises the longest running project of the 
PDMHS. The idea for the project was conceived in 
1967 and commenced in 1968 under the direction of 
the first project leader, Mr Neville Gregory, who still 
lives in Crich itself and occasionally visits the site. 
Work began with the levelling of quarry waste tips 
and the erection of a coe. Two replica shafts were 

also constructed, one a climbing shaft 
and the other a winding shaft, 
complete with stowe and kibble. A 
crushing circle base, formerly at 
Siggate Mine, near Castleton, was also 
installed at the site and a gritstone 
crushing wheel completed this part of 
the display. 

A buddle was added and the 
nucleus of a very good display was 
formed. This initial construction was 
completed between 1968 and 1973. 
Further artefacts were added, as and 
when they became available, including 
the dressing equipment from 
Mouldridge Mine, a further crushing 
wheel etc. 

Ingleton Coalfield, Storrs Quarry Meet Photo by Mave Luff 
In 1977 there was a change of 

project leader when Iain Butler took 
over the reins from Neville. The The walk started at Bernard's garage which he 

has converted into a store for coal mining artifacts. 
The coalfield covers an area of 20 - 30 sq miles 
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development of the site continued with the addition 
of many more artefacts, including the Red Rake 



Pump, the Glory Mine Headstocks, amongst many 
others. ·· 

Over the years, Iain with his band of willing 
volunteers, continued to develop the site. They added 
a lagoon, bole, and a modern (1950's) mining area 
with a new cut and cover level (Neville's Venture) 
with other features until the site looked much as it 
does today. In this time Iain instigated our small 
mineral shop to help to pay for the upkeep of the site. 

After 21 years, Iain decided the time had come 
to hand over the display to new blood and I finally 
took over as project leader in January 1999, 
following a short stint as joint leader with Iain. 

It might be thought that by 1999 the site was as 
fully developed as it could be. However, since 1999 
some quite major work has been undertaken. A 
museum has been constructed in the garage on the 
site; the Wiffiey table, which had been lying idle for 
some time, has been installed in a new timber 
building and this will form a second display that will 
be devoted to mineral processing and smelting. The 
site has been considerably tidied up and with the 
paintwork looking decidedly tatty on a number of 
artefacts, these artefacts have been stripped and 
repainted. The Glory Mine Headstocks is undergoing 
its second paint job in 4 years! 

A number of artefacts are currently undergoing 
refurbishment, including the Red Rake Pump which 
was seized solid with rust. Although the work is not 
complete, it is looking very smart in its new paint and 
the reassembled parts now move. 

We have also made many improvements to our 
small mineral shop. We now stock a large selection 
of minerals and gemstones, both local and worldwide 
minerals, at reasonable prices. This allows us to 
finance developments to the site without recourse to 
grants from the Society, or putting our hands in our 
own pockets. 

This year, we also hope to host the Barmote 
Event at Crich in October for PDMHS. The Event 
will be held at the Red Lion at Town End and trams 
will be laid on to take the Barmaster, Jurors and 
guests to visit our site at W akebridge. We are trying 
to improve the standard of our display still further in 
time for this event. 

There is, however· much to do and very few to 
do it! Mick and Lillian Bridges are the stalwarts of 
the site along with Brian Miller and myself We do all 
of the work on the site. Our treasurer is Robert 
Bridges and he saves me the onerous task of looking 
after our finances, leaving me more time for work on 
the site itself 

This brings me to the main point of giving this 
concise history of what must be one of the oldest 

displays on lead mining in the country. WE 
URGENTLY NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS to 
maintain and develop the display even further. This is 
especially vital in view of our preparations for the 
Barmote Event. 

Why not join us in preserving Derbyshire's Lead 
Mining Past on this historic site. The official working 
days on the site are the 1st and 3rd Sundays in the 
month although we can be found at Crich almost 
every Sunday throughout the year. Contact me on 
Tel no. 0115 9301169 or E-mail me at 
Paulboswedden@aol.com for further details. 

Why not pay us a visit anyway, even if you don't 
have time to work on the site. We are always pleased 
to see Society members and we are sure you will find 
the exhibits of interest. In addition, the Tramway 
Village itself makes a very interesting day out. 
Paul Smith, Project Leader 

STOP PRESS 
Snibston Colliery - Behind the Scenes 

Saturday 4 October 2003 
Leader: Fred Hartley 
This visit will offer a chance to see areas of the 

Snibston Colliery, Coalville, site not normally 
accessible to visitors, including mining collections in 
the stores, reserve machinery items, workshop, 
weighbridge, loco shed and the mining library. 

Meet at main entrance to the museum at 
10.30 am. The tour will last until about midday. 
There is no charge but if participants wish to see the 
Exhibition Hall and go on the Miners' Tour, the 
normal admission charge will apply. 

The party size is limited to 15 persons. 
Contact the leader for more information on 

01509 815514 (daytime) or 01509 814583 

COPY FOR THE OCTOBER 2003 EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 1st September 2003. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

E-Mail:- wes@wtaylor44.fsnet.co.uk 
SOCIETY WEB SITES 

Society: www.pdmhs.com 
Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and may be 
reproduced without pennission provided due acknowledgement is 

made of the source. 
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Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Society. Copy 
submitted for publication is not checked by the Editor for 
accuracy. 


