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19 October VIG Meet - Ecton 
21 October VIG Meet -Ashford in the Water 
25 October Quarry visit - Sheldon 
11 November U/G Meet - Matlock Bath 
16 November Surface walk - Castleton 
22 November AGM and Annual Dinner 
25 November VIG Meet - Matlock Bath 
30 November U/G Meet - Derbyshire 
23-25July 2004 NAMHO Conference - Lake District 

TO ALL MEMBERS 
Notice is hearby given that the Twenty Ninth Annual 

General Meeting of the Peak District Mines Historical 
Society Limited will be held at 6.00pm on Saturday 
22 November 2003 at the Peak District Mining Museum, 
The Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire. 

The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the 
meeting. 
By Order 
JR Thorpe 
Hon Secretary 

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 
As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 

Association of the Company, the following Directors will 
retire at the Annual General Meeting:-

!. The Chairman 
2. The Hon Secretary 
3. The Hon Editor 
4. The Hon Recorder 
5. Two ordinary Committee Members 

The Committee that was elected at the Twenty Eighth 
Annual General Meeting, which was held on Saturday 
23 November 2002, is as follows:-

Chainnan Mr A E Marsh + 
Deputy Chairman Mr A J Mutter 
Hon Secretary Mr J R Thorpe + 
Hon Treasurer Mr D Gough 
Hon Recorder Mr R Paulson * 
Hon Editor 
Ordinary Members 

Dr L M Willies* 
Dr I J Brown 
Mr P Chandler + 
MrP Smith+ 
MrDWebb 
Mr D Williams 

Mr T Worthington 
Those whose names are marked (*) are retiring as 

required by the Articles of Association and are eligible for 
re-election. Those whose names are marked(+) are retiring 
and are not eligible for re-election. 

Fully paid up Members of the Society, who are aged 
18 years and over, are invited to nominate Members of the 
Society (who themselves are fully paid up and who have 
consented to nomination) for the vacant posts on the 
Comnlittee. 

Nominations are required for the positions of:
Chairman 
Hon Secretary 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
Two Ordinary Members 

A nomination form is enclosed with this Newsletter 
for you to use. Any nomination will be accepted provided 
that it is in the format prescribed. All nominations must be 
received by the Hon Secretary by 8 November 2003. Proof 
of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 

All nominations must be accompanied by a written 
curriculum vitae that will be included in the Agenda of the 
Annual General Meeting if a ballot is required to elect 
Directors. · 

To save on postage costs, nominations for the 
Committee may be sent with Annual Dinner bookings to 
the Hon Secretary. 
John Thorpe 
Hon Secretary 

FORTY FOURTH PDMHS ANNUAL DINNER 
The Forty Fourth Annual Society Dinner will be held 

on Saturday 22 November 2003 at the Temple Hotel, 
Temple Rd, Matlock Bath. Please assemble in the lounge 
at 7.00pm for the dinner at 7.30pm. 
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There will not be an after-dinner speaker this year. 
·The menu details and booking form are enclosed with 

this Newsletter. 
The cost of the dinner will be £18.00 per head. 
Please use the booking form enclosed and send your 

remittance to:- Mr John Thorpe, "The Old Bakehouse", 2 
Cobden Road, MATLOCK, Derl>ys, DE4 3JR. 

Please book early and allow 14 days for the receipt of 
your tickets (SAE please). Tickets may also be collected 
from John Thorpe at the AGM. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE SOCIETY 
Members are reminded that the annual subscription to 

the Society for the year 2003/04 became due on 1 
September 2003. 

The subscription rates are:
Ordinary Member 
Joint Member 
Family Member 
Junior Member 
Institutional Member 

£15.00 
£17.00 
£19.00 
£ 7.00 
£20.00 

The membership rates shown apply to UK members 
and overseas members paying in £ sterling. Overseas 
members paying in local currency should ensure that their 
payment will yield the appropriate membership dues after 
the deduction of all charges. 

A renewal form was sent to you with the previous 
Newsletter. If you have mislaid your copy then send your 
name and appropriate cheque/postal order, payable to 
PD.MRS Ltd to:- Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on 
Trent, SW ADLINCOTE, Derl>ys, DE12 8NA. 

NEW MEMBERS 
The following were elected to membership of the 

Society at a recent Council Meeting: 
LR Ivins, ASHBOURNE 
G Hicks & Family, CHESTERFIELD 
Miss S A Smith 
I & H Bishop, St ALBANS 
L Chapman, LOUGHBOROUGH 
Prof B N Cotton, SOUTHAMPTON 
S Grudgings, WHITCHURCH 
P J Mortimer & Family, WIRKSWORTH 
D Briggs, RIPLEY 
A Walchester, NOTTINGHAM 
B Sudell, BURNLEY 

MBishop, BATH 
R Webster, CHESTERFIELD 
E Bussell, BROADSUTTON 
L Hollis, RIPLEY 
Mr & Mrs S Garrad & Family, ROTHERHAM 
D Weston, STOKE ON TRENT 
M Scothon, NOTTINGHAM 
Mr & Mrs F Reader, BELPER 
A Wood, MATLOCK 
J Hardy, MATLOCK 
M Debbage, NOTTINGHAM 

Dr A Tickle & Ms M Hunter & Family, SHEFFIELD 
K Adamson, HUDDERSFIELD 

SOCIETY MEETS 
1. Owlet Hole Mine - Matlock 

Tuesday 14 October 2003 
Leader: Tony Wood 
This evening visit is to a moderate grade dry mine. It 

is an oversuit or boilersuit trip. There is a 30ft fixed ladder 
climb into the mine, plus a 15ft internal fixed ladder climb. 
Mine workings contain an ore-shute .and a 'fireset level' . 
The party size is restricted to 8. For further details and to 
book your place further details, contact Tony Wood, Tel: 
01629 650162 or 07855 830207. 
2. Dale Mine, Ecton, plus other small mines in the 
vicinity. 

Sunday 19 October 2003 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 10.00am at Ecton (large layby at side of road -

NGR 097582). 
Easy grade oversuit and wellies trip. No ladder or 

ropework. Low wet entrance, otherwise walking size 
passage, with water around welly depth. Superl> geological 
feature in side chamber. Impressive mined cavern, 
containing flooded engine shaft. Bring a camera. 
Thanks to Peak District National Park Authority for 
granting access to Dale Mine. 
3. Ashford Black Marl>le Mine, Ashford in the Water, 
Bakewell 

Tuesday 21 October 2003 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
This evening visit is an easy grade oversuit or 

boilersuit trip. No ladder or ropework. Mostly large 
walking size mined passages. Number of places is limited. 
For further details and to book your place, contact Paul 
Chandler, Tel: 01246-220773 . 
4. Mandale Quarry, Sheldon 

Saturday 25 October 2003 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
This is an afternoon "one-off' visit to this small, but 

interesting, "operational" quarry. It is also known locally 
as "Once a Week Quarry" . The tour of the quarry will 
include a demonstration of the techniques used at the 
quarry for splitting the rock, namely "Plug & Feather" (no 
explosives are used). In addition, Dave Penney (PD.MRS) 
has kindly agreed to give a talk on the fossils to be found in 
the quarry. 

Party size is restricted to 12. No persons under 18 yrs 
of age. Helmet essential, plus sturdy footwear and 
waterproofs (helmets can be hired, if required). 

Thanks must go to the quarry owners for granting 
permission for this special visit. 

For further details and to book your place, contact 
Paul Chandler-Tel: 01246-220773. 

NB: Due to restricted party size, PDMHS members 
will take priority over guests. 
5. Wapping Mine/Cumberland Cavern, Matlock Bath 

Tuesday 11 November 2003 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet 7.00pm at the Peak District Mining Museum, 

Matlock Bath. 
This is an easy grade oversuit or boilersuit trip. No 

ladder or rope work. There is an awkward entrance into 
mine/cave complex, otherwise it is easy going. Large and 
impressive mined stopes in Wapping Mine. Mostly 

-2-



... 

walking size passage in quite extensive and complex 
mine/cave system. Still some nice mineralisation in 
Wapping Mine. 
6 . Mining Heritage Walk - Castleton Area 

Sunday 16 November 2003 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet 10.00am at Castleton village main car-park (Pay 

& Display - NGR 149830). 
Various mine sites will be visited, including 

Peakshole Sough, Hurdlow, Hazard Mine, Dirtlow Rake, 
etc. Distance about six miles. Bring packed lunch and 
drink, usual walking gear. Area of walk covered by O/S 
map Dark Peak: Outdoor Leisure 1. 

For further details contact Tony Wood. 
7. Devonshire Cavern. Matlock Bath 

Tuesday 25 November 2003 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet 7 .OOpm at Peak District Mining Museum, 

Matlock Bath 
This is an easy grade oversuit/boilersuit trip. There is 

no ladder or ropework. Mainly walking and stooping size 
passages. Dry trip. Impressive main cavern. 
8. A Derbyshire Mine - location to be confirmed 

Sunday 30 November 2003. 
Either Great Rutland Cavern, Matlock Bath or "The 

Three Mines" - Hanging Flat Mine, Middleton Dale or 
Harrybecca Mine, Hassop or Horseshoe Dale Mine, 
Chelmorton. 

Trip details are: 
a) Great Rutland Cavern (Provisional only: 

Permission not confirmed) 
This is a moderate grade dry oversuit or boilersuit 

photographic trip. No ladder or ropework. Party size 
limited. Experienced mine explorers only. In addition. a 
visit to the Lower Nastus mine workings would probably be 
included. This involves two short ladder pitches and an 
exposed traverse. Scrambly bits involved in both sections 
of mine. Mine Owner: "Heights of Abraham". 

b) Horseshoe Dale Mine 
This is an easy grade oversuit or boilersuit trip. No 

ladder or ropework. Short, but large mined stope. 
Further information in Mining History (PDMHS 

Bulletin) Vol 15, No 1. 
c) Hanging Flat Mine 
This is an easy grade oversuit or boilersuit dry trip. 

Low entrance, then large walking size passages. Optional 
wire ladder climb into lower slope. 

d) Hanybecca Mine 
This is an easy/moderate grade oversuit or boilersuit 

dry trip. No ladderwork, but possibly use of a handline. 
Possible through-trip, either up or down steep and 
scrambly stepped incline. 

Further information in PDMHS Bulletin Vol 6, No 2. 
Contact Paul Chandler (Organiser/Leader) for 

confirmation of venue and further details. 

ADVANCE NOTICE (Forthcoming Meet) 
Merry Tom Mine, Via Gellia, Cromford on a Sunday 

early in 2004. Details in next Newsletter. 

PDMHS MEETS CO-ORDINATOR 
Please contact Paul Chandler with your "trip 

requests" and offer to " lead" meets. Paul also has details of 

other mine/cave trips that are not advertised in the PDMHS 

Newsletter due to short notice etc. 

Paul Chandler, PDMHS Meets Co-ordinator. Tel: 

01246 220773 

PDMHS TRAINING CO-ORDINATOR 
For all types of training associated with "Mine 

Exploration", contact Paul Chandler, PDMHS Training 

Co-ordinator. Tel: 01246 220773 

POSTSCRIPT TO IBE EXCURSION REPORTS TO 
THE PRETORIA CHERT MINE. BAKEWELL AND 
TO THE INGLETON COALFIELD IN 
NEWSLETTER No 107 

Members might like to know that a description of the 
Pretoria Mine was published in Ivor Brown' s article in the 
PDMHS Bulletin, Vol 6, No 3 pp 169 - 172, 1976. The 
survey was also reproduced in Bowering & Flindall's 
History of Derbyshire Chert Mining in Mining History, 
Vol 13, No 5, 1998. 

The geology of the Ingleton Coalfield was described by T 
D Ford in the Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society, 
Vol 110, part 3, pp 231 - 265, 1954. The history of coal 
mining in the area was outlined in the Colliery Guardian, 
Vol 197, 18 September, pp 347 - 352, 1958. 
Trevor D Ford 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
1. Can anyone help? 

I am looking for information about a Solomon Cook 
who died in a mining accident on 17 February 1850. 

He lived at Somercotes but his death was registered at 
Bel per. 

Can anyone have any ideas about which colliery he 
may have worked in that vicinity? Are there any 
documents relating to accidents at this point in time? 

Any advice that I can get will be very much 
appreciated 
Miss Lynne Morley, 12 Covert Close, Hucknall, 
NOTTINGHAA!, NGJ5 7RH 

2. "Calcite Mining in the Peak District" 
The article by Trevor Ford "Calcite Mining in the 

Peak District ", Mining History, 15: 1 contained a couple of 
references to inf onnation contained in a report of mine that 
was commissioned by the Peak District National Park 
Authority. The report covered mining operations in the 
mining liberties of Taddington, Blackwell, Brushfield, 
Chelmorton and part of Flagg. 

Trevor stated that Thirst House Cave in Deepdale 
contains a short adit that was driven in the 20th century 
whilst searching for calc-spar. He adds that a pipe vein to 
the north was also tried, both being known as Chance 
Mine. This is not quite correct. 

The short working in Thirst House Cave was known 
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as Thursthouse or Spice Pudding Mine. Chris Heathcote 
had previously told me about the mine workings at the 
back of Thursthouse Cave. During 17 54-17 5 5 it produced 
4 loads and 4 dishes of ore (Devonshire Collection, 
Chatsworth House). Very probably it is the same location 
as the lead ore trial alluded to by Pilkington (1789) as 
situated in a cavern in Chelmorton Dale, where a miner 
found a vein of ore and worked it. 

The pipe-vein a few yards north of the cave is on 
Chance Vein (there were possibly two veins bearing the 
same name in Deepdale) and the vein in the cave is along 
the same alignment, but it was not known as Chance Mine 
in the 18th century 

Bull Hay Dale calcite mine was opened in 1914 by 
James Dunn Bacon, a Youlgreave miner. The mine was 
purchased by the Bm.1on Lime Firms Ltd sometime before 
June 1915. 
Jim Rieuwerts 

POSTSCRIPT TO "CALCITE MINING IN THE 
PEAK DISTRICT" 

Further to my review in Mining History, Vol 15, Nol, 
my attention has been drawn to further information. 

Topleyhead: Ivor Brown visited a calcite mine being 
worked by Slater Excavations Ltd about 1964 on the 
Topley Head plateau, lo the east ofDeepdale, opposite 
Topley Pike Quarry. There was an open pit, several 
inclines and a shaft some 40 feet deep worked a calcite 
vein only 2 feet wide. Work seems to have ceased by 1967 
and the pit is now (2003) being back-filled. Nothing 
appears to have been recorded on the Geological Survey 
map or in the Memoir. 

Ivor also said that the Inspector of Mines recorded 
Derbyshire calcite production in 1964 as 19,300 tons. 

Putwell Hill: Regarding this calcite mine in Monsal 
Dale, Ron Scholefield has written to say that, as a young 
man in 1939, he found an adit open on the left side of the 
quarry and explored it solo with a single flashlight. The 
adit was 6 feet high with a roof of sleepers. Beyond was a 
high stope 8 or 10 feet wide, extending further than his 
torch beam. A pile of <leads led into another sleepered 
section of adit which he did not fully explore. This 
confirms the description in Stephen' s unpublished memoir 
(1942), and places the adit level with the quarry floor. 
Much of the vein above was worked out almost to the 
surface. As no post-war account has mentioned this adit or 
stopes it is likely that its entrance collapsed long ago, but 
that some large cavities await rediscovery. 

The pumps recovered by PDMHS members raise the 
question of the source of the water. Jim Rieuwerts has 
recalled that Sam Turner had told him that there was a 
sough at river level, so perhaps sough drainage beneath the 
presently accessible chamber was the water source - indeed 
it is not impossible that river water flowed into the sough 
as far as the pumps! The water would have been used in a 
washing and screening plant in the quarry. 

Long Rake Spar Mine: In spite of other records 
saying that no toadstone was seen in this mine and none is 
indicated on the mine plan, Nick Butcher has assured me 
that a thin layer of toadstone was penetrated in the shaft. 
This was seen again in one of the eastern drives, where it is 
now well hidden behind ring-arching and brattices. 

Any further information will be welcome. 
Dr Trevor D Ford 

BOOK REVIEWS 
1. "Cumberland Cavern and Wapping Mine, Matlock 
Bath, Derbyshire" compiled by John Bamatt & David 
Webb. A4, 48 pages. 44 illustrations. Plastic cover and 
binder. Published June 2003. Available from the 
Derbyshire Caving Association, 3 Greenway, Hulland 
Ward, Ashbourne, Derbyshire, DE6 3FE. Price £11.00 plus 
90p postage. 

This is the third in the attractive series of 
conservation audit volumes of caves in the Matlock area 
produced for the DCA. The authors take you through this 
complex, but easily accessible, system of natural caves and 
mine workings, pointing out the features of industrial 
archaeological, geological, mineralogical and speleological 
interest. They have used redrawn versions of the Flindall & 
Hayes' surveys of the 1970s, suitably annotated with index 
letters keyed to the text. 

Most features are illustrated with colour photographs. 
Cumberland (strictly Duke of Cumberland's) Cavern was 
the earliest Matlock show cave and was open to the public 
about 1800. Your reviewer has memories of going through 
this cavern, which was lit by candlelight, as a youthful 
tourist around 1950. Each visitor was given a piece of 
"lucky" crystal calcite on return to the surface. 

The history of the cave up to closure in the 1960s is 
summarised. The related Wapping lead and fluorspar mine 
was first worked for lead ore at least by the late 17th 
century, and re-worked for .fluorspar at least twice in the 
20tl1 century before being abandoned in the 1950s. 
Entrances at both ends have been closed and re-opened at 
intervals, with brief occupation by Trogs, who left much 
graffiti, in the 1960s. 

The authors have made a thorough job of this report 
which would make a valuable guide book for anyone 
visiting the system. Recommendations are made for 
conservation of the features in this part of the Matlock 
Caves SSSI. A comprehensive bibliography is included. 
Dr Trevor D Ford 

2. "The Old Copper Mines of Snowdonia" by David Bick. 
Landmark Publishing Ltd 2003. 
ISBN 1-84306-075-2. 3rd edition, 160pp Cost £9.95. 

This is an updated and expanded third edition of the 
well-known author's book first published in 1982. As 
before, his forte is the history of the companies and 
individuals who have invested in the many mines of the 
area stretching from Porthmadog in the south to 
Llandudno in the north. Although the Bronze Age mines 
of the Great Orme are mentioned he does not discuss them 
in any detail, largely confining his remarks to the 18th/19th 
century operations. The Parys Mountain mines of Anglesey 
are not included. Whilst several mines are noted as having 
yielded both copper and lead ores, the purely lead mines 
are mostly ignored. David Bick's researches show the scale 
of speculation, indeed gambling, of adventurers looking for 
profits where few were to be had. Indeed, in hindsight, it is 
amazing how much money was spent on equipment, 
processing and transport when there was little or no prior 
investigation of reserves beyond a few short trial levels. 
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Many of the companies lasted only two or three years 
before the mine was abandoned and few dividends were 
paid to shareholders. Mine agents built up fine reputations 
and were soon re-employed in other profitless ventures. 
Prospectuses were often unjustifiably optimistic. 

The book is divided into chapters dealing with areas 
such as the Nantlle Valley, Snowdon and Nant Ffrancon in 
tum. Regrettably there are no detailed maps of these and it 
would be difficult to use it as a guide book. The geological 
environment is barely touched upon and a companion book 
analysing the distribution and details of the lodes, their 
mineralogy and their host rocks would be welcome. The 
final chapter seems rather out of place: it is a biography of 
David C Davies: whilst he was interesting in compiling 
early treatises, his influence on the mines themselves is not 
discussed. 

There are appendices on ore production and prices, 
and lists of notes and references. 

The production is up to the usual high standards of 
Landmark, though stalagtite (caption on page 79) grated. 
One of the adventurers is referred to as a batchelor -
Batchelor was a 20th century company based in Sheffield 
canning soups and peas, so presumably the author meant 
bachelor! 
Dr Trevor D Ford 

3. "The Copper King-Thomas Williams ofLlanidan" by 
JR Harris. Landmark Publishing 2003. Hardback 192 pp. 
ISBN 1-84306-092-2. Cost £19.95 

This is a slightly revised version of the deceased 
author' s book published in 1964. It covers the rise of 
Thomas Williams from being a country lawyer to one of 
the leading industrialists of the late 18th Century. 

He started by looking after the interests of an old lady 
who inherited the Parys Mountain Mines in Anglesey. 
Being left in almost undisputed control, he took on 
partners and eventually had a controlling interest in both 
Parys Mountain and the adjacent Mona Mines. Whilst he 
left day-to-day management to others, (he lived 20 miles 
away at Llanidan on the Menai Straits), he managed the 
business affairs by organizing the shipment of the ore to 
Lancashire, Flintshire and Swansea, where he was 
instrumental in setting up smelting works. His control 
developed into a virtual monopoly which nearly killed off 
the Cornish copper mining and smelting industry by the 
manipulation of prices in favour of the Anglesey producers. 
Doubtless, he also influenced the sale of copper from Ecton 
and Alderley Edge, both of which were producing ore at 
this time, but these get only a brief mention. 

He had dealings, sometimes acrimonious, with 
Matthew Boulton and James Watt who had factories and 
coin making plants in Birmingham. Williams tried to 
break Boulton's coin operations but with limited success. 
Copper coins were produced for India and the Far East and 
both tried to gain contracts for producing coinage for the 
British Government. Williams produced many coin tokens 
for his clients and many years ago your reviewer found an 
Anglesey Mines halfpenny in the garden of the Speedwell 
Cavern at Castleton, dated 1792. 

Williams had stores full of copper in Liverpool and 
Bristol, and an office in London. 

One chapter deals with copper sheathing for ships' 

bottoms, a technique which gave an advantage to the Royal 
Navy over it's continental rivals, but the early fixing of the 
copper to the hulls of ships with iron nails led to 
electrolytic corrosion and near disaster. 

The book has lengthy footnotes giving references and 
background information. In discussing Williams' business 
machinations, the author has given a penetrating insight 
into the business methods of the 18th Century and the book 
ought to be in every economic historian's library. 

However, there are shortcomings which could have 
been addressed by a more critical revision by another 
author. There is little on Williams' personality or on his 
family life. In fact I had to search for his dates, 
(1737-1802). I found very little on his wife or children, 
there being at least one son, Owen, who took over the 
business on his father ' s death. I also found it frustrating in 
that there is no map or plan of the Anglesey Mines and no 
description of the nature of the ore deposits or mining 
methods. We are left to guess at the physical relationship 
of the Parys and Mona orebodies and mines. Professor 
Harris gave little detail of the small port of Amlwch from 
which much of the ore was shipped or of other transport 
systems, and there were no diagrams of the smelting works 
or other factories. 

The book is another fine example of Landmark' s 
productions, but there are a few boobs, e.g. the preface 
refers to his portrait being a frontispiece but it has 
migrated to the dust jacket, which may easily get lost 
depriving the reader of his likeness. 
Dr Trevor D Ford 

4. "Siege Mines and Underground Warfare" by K 
Wiggins. Shire Publications 2003 . AS, 56 pages, about 40 
illustrations, plans and photos. Cost £5.00. 

This is an interesting little book which is rather wider 
in coverage than the title indicates. The early chapters deal 
with "siege mines", such as the building of heavily covered 
passage ways to the walls of a fortress as protection when 
removing the foundations of the walls. These structures did 
not involve any subterranean work. Obviously, 
subterranean tunnels were better for this work since the 
"miners" entry would not be obvious. 

Apparently the digging of underground siege tunnels 
is described in a Roman book that was translated into 
English by John Sadler in 1572 for his work "The Foure 
Books ofMartiall Policye". A very early "mining" 
publication! 

In more recent times King Stephen (1135-54) 
summoned men who were skilled in underground mining 
to dig tunnels to demolish the walls of Exeter. Similar 
events later took place at Rochester, Dover and other 
places. By the 16th Century quite elaborate systems of 
tunnels were in use, as well as evidence of counter 
tunnelling by the besieged. During the 17th Century, 
including the Civil War period, civilian miners were used, 
and for the first time explosives were used in driving these 
tunnels. 

Much of the remainder of the book deals with 
underground work abroad in which British Military 
Engineers were very much involved, as in India and during 
the First World War. 

The book makes for a fascinating read and is well 
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worth getting. The bibliography at the end is, itself, a most 
useful piece of work. 

NOTE - Two other books of interest to persons 
involved in Mining History have recently been published 
by Shire Publications. These are the revised "Beam 
Engines" by G Hays, 2003, cost £3.50 which includes 
many mining examples and the new "Stearn Wagons" by D 
Rayner, 2003, cost £4.50. Steam wagons were found in 
large numbers in every mining area and were used to haul 
not only mineral, but engine parts and other supplies. 
Some were even used on open cast coal sites - see photo on 
page 2 9 of tlle book. 
JvorJ Brown 

THE NEWCOMEN JOB 
An unusual, if laborious, job at the Black Country 

Living Museum at Dudley recently came our way. A 
friend, "Nitro" Nigel Cooper, was propositioned by 
representatives of the Black Country Living Museum and 
presented with the problem of repairing the pumping 
system at the bottom of a 40ft shaft. 

The pump rod is driven through a beam and chain 
arch head via a working replica of the world's first steam 
engine that was built by Newcomen near the current 
museum site in 1712. 

The steam engine and pump is a major working 
exhibit and the centre-piece of the museum complex. 

We became involved in this project because ladders 
are strictly forbidden in the shaft by the Health and Safety 
guru' s. Enter the rope access mugs, Lionel, Nigel and Len. 

With only a vague idea of the job, we arrived on site 
with enough Stilsons, lump hammers, chisels etc to ruin 
anything that they put in front of us. We also had enough 
SRT gear to impress Mr Petzl. 

Lionel was appointed "banksman" and rope tier and I 
was voted to be first down - quote "Len, you go down first, 
you' re more used to dirty stinking shafts than us. We' ll 
pass the tools but make sure you don't drop my gas meter 
and oil lamp!" 

A quick inspection revealed the ramshackle condition 
of the machinery in the shaft due to lack of maintenance. 
There were corroded clack box bolts, the plunger clack box 
was hanging loose, guide rod wear strips were lying in the 
shaft bottom etc. Time for a second opinion. 

Shortly afterwards an assortment of strictly forbidden 
ladders appeared on the staging, together with more rope, a 
power cable, a pump to drain the sump and Nigel. 

All attempts to dismember the 6in bore cast iron 
pumpwork defied the previously mentioned technology. 
Our "minder" was, therefore, dispatched to get an even 
more strictly forbidden tool, an angle grinder. It was now 
lunchtime and we exited the shaft, much to the amazement 
of the paying public. Our "minder'' returned with an angle 
grinder under his coat and with instructions to take us to 
the restaurant to sample the local delicacy of"Faggots and 
Mushy Paize" . And delicious it was too. 

The grinder proved it's worth with 8 off v.iin diam 
bolts in each flange having to be cut through. The problem 
now was how to get all of the massive lumps of pipe up the 
shaft with hardly enough room to "prusick" up. This was 
achieved with the cunning use of shunts, pulleys and 
Lionel's dismantled SRT gear. 

A list of new bolts. gaskets etc that would be required 
for re-assembly was prepared for the Museum staff to 
procure. 

We returned a fortnight later to re-assemble the pmnp 
system in time for the Easter Steaming Up. 

It is a sad reflection on today's rule makers that 
World Heritage Sites like this can only operate through the 
goodwill of persons with the knowledge and experience to 
convert nonsense into common sense as volunteer free 
labour. Starved of funding and expert skills, the future 
must be bleak for many. 

The Chatterley Whitfield Coal Mining Museum, now 
a rusting derelict monument, is an outstanding example of 
how to get it wrong. 
Len Kirkham 

WORKING MINES IN THE PEAK DISTRICT 
40 YEARS AGO - PART 2 

Sallet Hole Fluorspar Mine, near Calver, Derbyshire. 
With a brief history to the present. 

1. Visit 8 January 1964 
Introduction 
Sallet (or Sallad) Hole Mine in Coombs Dale was 

worked in the late 19th Century and again from about 1920 
to 1929 with about 3 men working underground and 8 on 
the surface. The mineral area was taken over by Laportes 
in 1962 and plans were made to reopen the mine. The vein 
extends for over a mile in an east-west direction, is near · 
vertical, up to 20ft wide and 300ft deep. 

Workings 
There is a new unmetalled road, about one mile long,· 

to an adit at the head of the dale which is 8ft by 9ft 
rectangularly shaped. The rails entering the adit are of an 
unusual 3-rail system, giving lft 6in gauge for the loco and 
2ft gauge for the wagons. There are about a dozen 
side-tipper wagons on site. There is only a shed on the 
surface and compressed air drills and other equipment 
stands outside. Some 'widening' of old tunnels, including a 
sough, is being carried out. 

2. Visit 5 September 1964 
Mr J Davies is manager, Mr Cousins is 

undermanager for this development. Some of the miners 
have recently come from Cumberland. Production is 
planned to commence in October, with reserves estimated 
as sufficient for 20 years at 100,000 tons per year. 

Underground Operations 
Rails are now all at one gauge and the face of the 

working is about 450ft from the adit entrance. The adit 
started in by following 'old mens' working (cl920) but at 
about 400ft, it branched off the old workings in order to 
keep straight. It passed through several other old workings. 
Drilling with compressed air hand-held machines. Each 
blast has 8ft draw based on E & CP "gelanlex and 
Comeman (Atlas)" shot.firing pattern. Most of adit is 
unsupported. 

Only 4 men are working at present using one Eimco 
rocker shovel, one battery loco and an air compressor 
(outside mine). 
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3. Visit 15 August 1968 
Among changes seen: New manager (Mr Thomas) 

and undermanager (Mr Brown) with two shift bosses. 26 
miners on each of two shifts. Two sub-levels had been 
opened up, 35ft and soft above main level, height to 
surface 380ft but contractor Hodges are working top 80ft 
by opencast for Glebe Mines. Workings now one mile in, 
vein at about 45 degrees and around 30ft thick. Parallel 
drivages (in hanging wall and footwall respectively) with 
slits into vein from each side. Aim is to put new level at 
180ft below present and to use total caving with long holes 
(about 30ft) flanking off from slits about lOyd apart . Wood 
lined chutes with travelways. 

Seven battery locos with 5 ton capacity sidetipping 
minecars in use. Production nearly 3000 tons per week. 
Miners' wages £18 per week plus production bonus, now 
being modified to a modem system of gradings. 

Laporte Industries Operations in Derbvshire 
The historical development can be summarised as 

follows : 
1952 - The operations at Glebe Mines and Ladywash 

are described in Fluorspar, Memoirs of the Geological 
Survey, Special Reports on the Mineral Resources of GB 
Vol 4 by K C Dunham. HMSO 1952 p84 - 88. 

1959 - Laporte Industries acquired Glebe Mines 
(including Ladywash) operations and the name 'Glebe 
Mines' has been retained throughout the Company's period 
of operation in Derbyshire. Between 1960 and 1962 
Laporte Industries acquired additional properties in 
Derbyshire including the Cupola Mining and Milling 
Company Ltd (who had a fluorspar processing plant) and a 
rich mineral bearing area on Longstone Edge. The 
operations all came under the title Glebe Mines Limited. 
At this time the combined plants, Glebe and Cupola, were 
producing three quarters of the total UK production of high 
grade fluorspar. 

1962 - The old Sallet Mine in Coombs Dale was 
opened up. 

1965 - Glebe Mines Limited commissioned 
Cavendish Mill, which was described as the largest and 
most advanced fluorspar mill in Europe. The mills at Glebe 
Mine and Cupola were decommissioned and mining was 
concentrated at Ladywash. Sallet Hole Mine began 
production. 

Late l 970' s - The Watersaw Mine area was explored 
by drilling and by a drivage into the vein. 

1979 - Ladywash Mine ceased production but was 
retained for other mining purposes. Ore production was 
concentrated on Sallet Hole Mine. 

1984 - The Watersaw Mine was reopened to explore 
for further ore reserves under Longstone Edge (the Sallet 
Hole No 2 Project) and, following its success, a tunnel was 
driven eastwards about one mile to connect with Sallet 
Hole Nol Mine. This was completed about 1987. 

1987 - The development of a new adit mine 
(Milldam) at Great Hucklow commenced. 

1992 - Milldam Mine was connected to Ladywash 
Mine and production commenced. 

1999 - Laporte Industries withdrew from Derbyshire 
following the loss of a major contract and their operations 

at Sallet Hole, Milldam and Cavendish Mill ceased. Some 
work was then begun by a new, but smaller undertaking. 

200 l - The operating company was given planning 
approval to operate until 2015 on 199 ha ofLongstone 
Edge. 

2002 - The new Company, LRM, are employing 5 
men working from Watersaw Adit and have a 35 further 
workers at Cavendish Mill. Sallet Hole and 
Milldam/Ladywash remain as '·working mines (including 
care and maintenance)" on the Inspector of Mine's lists. 

"Glebe Mines" has been a very successful operation. 
From employing 16 persons, in 1950, it increased the 
number of employees to 210 in 1980. At this time it was 
also a major exporter offluorspar. During the 1980's the 
company also raised its production of barytes sevenfold to a 
maximum of about 30,000 tonnes per year. 

Grid References 
Glebe Mine SK 219764, Ladywash SK 219776. Sallet 

Hole SK 219741. Watersaw SK 198733. Cavendish Mills 
SK206752. 

References to Glebe Mine Operations 1952 - 200 l 
Dunham K C. Fluorspar Mem Geol Surv Spec Reports 

Vol iv 1952 
Anon. Glebe Mines & Cavendish Mill. Min & Min Eng 

Nov 1965 
Anon. Europe' s Largest Fluorspar Mill. Edgar Allan News 

Dec 1965 
Mining at Sallet Hole. Min & Min Eng March 1968 
Anon. Atlas Copco Equipment at Fluorspar Mines Coll 

Guardian June 2 1967 
Ford & Ineson. Fluorspar Potential of Derbyshire Orefield. 

IMM Vol 8 1971 
Anon. Laporte Industries - Glebe Mines. Inst MM North of 

England NIL Nov 1984 
Anon. A New Fluorspar Mine in a National Park. RICS 

March 1988 
Anon. Mines Linked, Watersaw - Sallet Hole. Inst MM 

North of England NIL Aug 1989 
Bramley. Fluorspar Mining in Derbyshire. Min Mag 

Nov 1990 
Anon. Fluorspar Operations in the Peak Park. Planning 

No 24 March 1992 
Anfield et al. Vein Mineral Extraction and Processing in 

Nat Park. IMM Oct 1998 
Anon. Consolidation of Fluorspar Permissions at 

Longstone Edge. Mineral Planning Dec 2000 
Huxtable P. Future for Acid Grade Fluorspar. Industrial 

Minerals June 1995 
Inst Min Met. Future ofMetaliferous Mining in GB. 1958 
Metcalfe J E . British Mining Fields. IMM 1969 
Booth A J. British Small Mines (South). Ind Rly Society 

2001 
James J P et al. Tramways and Locos at 20th Century 

Mines. Mining History (PDMHS) Vol 14 No 5 
Ford & Rieuwerts. Lead Mining in the Peak District. 

Landmark/PDMHS 2000 
The writer would like to thank the former mine 

manager, Mr Nick Hardy, for comments on the above. 
Dr Ivor J Brown 
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A WEDDING AT WAKEBRIDGE 
For the first time since its inception more than 30 

years ago, the PDMHS lead mining display at Crich 
Tramway Village played host to a wedding when Allan 
and Tanith Smith had a traditional church blessing service 
on the site following their civil wedding at Ripley. 

It was a beautiful hot sunny Saturday on 12 July when 
a maroon and cream London tram, LCC 106, driven by 
Tanith in all her wedding finery, arrived at Wakebridge. 
With her new husband by her side, they were accompanied 
by more than 50 wedding guests attired in a colourful 
variety of period costume. 

Tramways Permanent Way Officer. Tanith who loves the 
trams more than Allan does, has been a member since 
April 2002 and works as a conductor. 

After the service and photographs the company took 
Tram LCC 106 down the track to the Red Lion for the 
reception. 
Pauline Miller 

LEAWOOD PUMPING ENGINE 
Only a short distance from the Peak District Mining 

Museum and close to High Peak Junction on the Cromford 
Canal, there is a Beam Engine built in 1849 by Grahams of 

Milton Ironworks, Elsecar. Grahams also 
supplied beam engines, pumps, and 
waterwheels to mines around the Peak 
District. 

The Leawood Pump - refered to here -
is in full working order and is run on a 
number of weekends and Bank Holidays 
through the year to demonstrate it's 
original use - to pump water from the river 
into the Cromford Canal. The Leawood 
Pump engine is of the same type, size -
except for a variation in bore - as the one 
once used at Mandale Mine, Lathkill Dale, 
and which was also manufactured by 
Grahams. 

A visit to the Leawood Pump helps to 
put the activities in Lathkill Dale into 

The Wedding at Wakebridge Photo by Brian Miller perspective. This also applies to other 
places where the Cornish type engines 
were employed, eg Magpie Mine. The bride was dressed in a long, cream satin 

Edwardian-style dress with short train and veil and she 
was carrying a large bouquet of cream silk lilies with wine 
red berries. The bridegroom was dressed in matching 
cream Edwardian tail suit with a burgundy shirt and 
matching brocade waistcoat. The bride and groom were 
greeted by the Rev. Derek Birch under the shade of a tree 
on the raised area near the Red Rake engine. 

The Rev Birch is a member of the Tramways and 
works as a conductor. Before he retired he was vicar of 
Hoylandswain & Silkstone with Stainborough, near 
Barnsley. He was wearing a black cassock with 
lace-trimmed cotter - a continental style square-necked 
surplice made for him by his daughter. The hand-made 
lace had been presented to him when he was an altar boy 
and had adorned a number of surplices throughout his life 
as a vicar. 

The colourful group of guests included a Victorian 
chimney sweep complete with brush for luck, a wild west 
character with gun and holster strapped to his thigh, his 
saloon bar hostess wife dressed in emerald green satin, a 
number of brightly attired flappers with feathers in their 
hair, Victorian and Edwardian ladies and gentlemen witl1 
bowler hats or striped blazers with boaters and a splendid 
retired Lieutenant Colonel in the dress uniform and medals 
from his service years. PDMHS was represented by Mick 
and Lillian Bridges and Brian and Pauline Miller. 

The bride and groom are from Runcorn in Cheshire 
and are both members of the Tramways. Allan, a civil 
engineer, has been a member for 40 years and is the 

Unfortunately, there will not be any more steaming 
days this year. However, a list of steaming days for 2004 
will be published in the Newsletter when they become 
available. 
Derrick Hale, PDMHS member and Leawood Pump 

volunteer. 

BATEMAN'S HOUSE IN LA THKILL DALE 
Bateman's House was home to James Bateman, the 

agent for Lathkill Mines in the l840's. Its most unusual 
feature is that it is built directly over a deep mineshaft. 
The story goes that to hide his new Dakeyne water pump 
from his competitors, he went to the rather extreme lengths 
of building his house over it. He apparently lived there 
with wife and children and the property was renowned for 
its garden. However, the pump was obviously never that 
effective - Lathkill Mines closed within a decade or so 
with large losses because the workings continually flooded. 
The house was abandoned, but reoccupied at the tum of the 
century by itinerants. The roof was removed sometime 
around tl1en to deter further squatters, although the walls 
remained intact until the 1950's when the lintels and other 
usable stone were taken for local building work. 

English Heritage scheduled many of the lead mine 
remains of Lath.kill Dale in l 998. In particular, the dale 
has a very good collection of water management features, 
including the Mandate Engine House and waterwheel pit, 
the leat and aqueduct pillars, and, not least, Bateman' s 
House itself. 
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Lathkill Dale is managed by English Nature, English 
Heritage' s sister agency, as a National Nature Reserve. 
Supported by Heritage Lottery funding, an English 
Heritage grant and English Nature's own funds, a 
consolidation project of Bateman' s House was began in 
200 I and is now nearing completion. 

Starting underground, where green oak beams were 
used to replace the existing rotting ones, the able 
contractors, Historic Property Renovation, worked their 
way through the two metre deep layers of destruction 
rubble which filled most of the rooms. Peter Sheppard of 
the Trent and Peak Archaeological Unit oversaw the 
operation. Roots were dug out, walls pointed with 
appropriate mortar, plaster and render consolidated and a 
number of interesting discoveries made. 

The work has revealed clear evidence that the 
structure was built in phases, the earliest being purely 
industrial. It appears that the first structure on site was an 
open-sided building surrounding the main shaft. Doors, 
windows and fireplaces seem to have been added at a later 
date. A number of features still require explanation: walls 
built over walls; windows converted into flues; sockets and 
recesses in odd places. The large ' coe' with an arched roof 
at the shafthead is an interesting structure: it would appear 
to be more than just a storeroom but there are few clues to 
its original function. The semi-circular steps to the front 
door, about the size of millstones, are an outstanding 
feature. Perhaps the best find was a deeply engraved 
sandstone boundary marker that delimits the ownerships of 
the Duke of Devonshire (marked with 'DD') and the 
Melbourne Estate ('M'). 

Consolidation work was completed by June 2003 . 
The project will now concentrate on providing public 
access (a bridge, a staircase underground), information 
panels and lighting. This will be complete by March 2004, 
in time for the opening in April 2004. 
Ben le Bas, English Nature, Bakewell. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES - OBSERVATIONS AND 
DISCOVERIES - PART 8 

1. Firesetting: Whalf (Hillocks) Mine, Monyash, 
Derbyshire SK 145 672 

A careful examination of the large pipe chamber just 
within the oil drum entrance has revealed evidence for 
firesetting using coal, presumably of pre 18th century date. 
Extensive natural cave deposits have been sorted and 
processed, the finer material presumably sieved, and the 
ore taken up four or probably five short shafts to surface. 
The redeposited gravels intermittently have fragments of 
burnt coal and there are traces of soot on the roof in places 
at the sides of the passage. Trials in the pipe sides, and in 
side passages beyond, include investigation of 
mineralisation in the bedding, in scrins, and around broken 
bedrock. These workings link with an extensive lower 
flatting which in parts has been backfilled from the 
pipeworking above. In one place beyond the north-east 
side of the pipe, a scrin has clearly been heightened by 
firesetting to allow access. To the south-west side of the 
main chamber there is a narrow passage with a heavily 
sooted roof, where ventilation has carried the smoke on its 
way to surface, probably via a now-backfilled shaft or 
scrin-working at the side of the main pipe. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Jim 
Rieuwerts, Dave Webb, Terry Worthington and others. 

2. Probable Zinc Calcining Kilns: Dale Mine, 
Warslow, Staffordshire SK 084 585 

A ruined belland yard wall surrounds the sites of a 
late Newcomen-type engine house and two 19th Century 
Cornish engine houses, a small quarry for their 
construction, two small conjoined-ponds above, a fine gin 
circle, the sites of shafts, a smithy and an ore house, a 
surviving dressing floor and a large waste heap. The 
surviving part of the heap is mainly made up of limestone 
from shaft sinking and driving the underground pumpway 
associated with the rich pipe deposits below; what 
happened to the dressing waste in unknown. 

The most prominent surviving feature within the 
belland yard is a ruined bank of six highly unusual 'kilns ', 
perhaps built in two phases. Each comprises a shallow 
rectangular pit, open at the top, with small walled openings 
(4 arched, 2 with lintels) through the supporting wall on 
the downslope side. They have been previously interpreted 
as 'filter beds or possibly early dressing buddies' (Porter 
and Robey 2000), but this seems unlikely as there are 
constructional elements that do not fit comfortably with 
these suggestions. After much discussion on site, and the 
dismissal by John Barnatt of the possibility they were 
limekilns on a variety of structural grounds (and because 
the quarry is known to have provided stone for the engine 
houses rather than limestone for other purposes), he argued 
they were more likely to be for ore processing. Jim 
Rieuwerts suggested these thus might have been for 
calcining zinc ore as they are unsuitable for lead 
processing, the other main ore produced by this mine. 
Subsequently, Jim has identified documentation of a 
technique for calcining calamine, which comprised placing 
ore in 'kilns', noted as looking superficially like small 
limekilns, and then roasted this by drawing hot air through 
side openings from external fires. The mine at Dale was 
described as a calamine mine in the 18th century and it 
produced significant amounts ofblende (and possibly 
calamine) in the 19th century. The four ' kilns ' with 
rectangular pits and arched openings, which taper inwards 
and show signs of being subject to heat, fit well with the 
structures described in the documented roasting technique. 
It is unclear whether the two 'kilns' with lintels were also 
used in a similar way or whether they were used differently 
for another type of ore or anot11er part of the ore 
preparation process. 

There are significant aniounts of slag in the waste 
heap nearby, and on the dressing floor above, the latter 
suggesting it is not directly related to the 'kilns ' . The 
origin of this material is at present a mystery; its character, 
which includes pieces with many air bubbles, is not 
consistent with waste from the boiler houses or smithy. 

There are no other similar structures to the ' kilns' in 
the Peak District orefield and could anyone who knows of 
potential parallels elsewhere please contact the authors. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Jim 
Rieuwerts, Phil Shaw. 

3. Harrybecca Mine, Hassop Common, Derbyshire 
SK 225 731 

West of the main engine shaft, with nearby ruined 
buildings and an overgrown gin circle, there are two 
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narrow and deep opencuts on parallel veins within a steep 
wooded and fenced part of the hillside. At the lower end of 
these there are the remains of a small early fluorspar 
processing plant. A narrow gauge tramway led from the 
underground stopes to the remains of a stone-retained ore 
chute, below which there is a small processing area where 
there is a collapsed tin shed, with waste heaps and loading 
bay below this. East of the main engine shaft there is a 
small adit leading into the side of an engine shaft. Above, 
at surface, there is a second overgrown gin circle cut into 
the hillside. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Dave 
Williams, Terry Worthington. 

4. Brightside Mine, Hassop Common, Derbyshire SK 
229 732 

The remains at this site are some of the best preserved 
in this area. They consist of a chimney base, ruins of a 
horizontal engine house and boiler house, an attached saw 
mill and an excellent example of a bank of three large ore 
hoppers or house teems. Nearby there is the arched 
entrance to the Newcastle Road haulage level, which 
unfortunately is only accessible for a few yards to a major 
collapse that totally blocks the level; previous digging by 
society members failed to make further progress here. A 
mine cottage to the east is still inhabited. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Dave 
Williams, Terry Worthington. 

5. Via Gellia, Middleton by Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
about SK 276 571 

Roughly halfway up the steep and heavily wooded 
southern side of the Via Gellia, on a narrow shelf 
south-west of Jacobs Dream Mine and well north-east of 
the Goodluck/Silver Eye Mines, there are at least ten small, 
ginged, climbing shafts within a relatively small area. 
Several of these are still unfilled and uncapped, but the 
area is being part-cleared of scrub and their future is 
uncertain. If anyone has any infonnation on underground 
explorations here, could they please contact the authors. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw. 
6. Jowle Grove, Peak Forest. Derbyshire SK124 l 

8855 
In the windswept plantation on the eastern flank of 

Eldon Hill, the covering sleepers over the engine shaft at 
Jowle Grove have recently been removed and the shaft top 
fitted with a substantial metal grille. Now visible for the 
first time in many years, the shaft can be seen to have been 
superbly constructed, ginged to a depth of perhaps 30m 
(100 feet), and it is a fine example of the skills of the Old 
Man. 

Further to the west in the same plantation is another 
engine shaft, on an unnamed mine, has also been grilled 
but this one is only ginged for a short distance onto the 
limestone bedrock. This shaft is surrounded by the 
footings of a coe or enclosing wall. 

Small-scale archaeological excavations, undertaken 
during a watching brief at both shaft tops within this 
Scheduled Monument, found remnants of paving 
surrounding the shaft tops (now rebwied). Both grilles 
have central removable sections to allow access. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote. 

7. Stone Buddle Trough and Gin Circle, Cackle 
Mackle Mine, Longstone Moor. Derbyshire SKI 946 7395 

Situated on the sloping side of a large flat-topped 
hillock are the remains of what may be a small stone 
huddle trough. The structure is in quite a dilapidated state, 
perhaps having been disturbed when hillocking took place 
at this locality many years ago. The possibility that it is a 
fortuitous arrangement of stones cannot be discounted. 
Nearby on an adjacent hillock are the well-preserved gin 
circle, with footings of a surrounding wall, and adjacent 
covered engine shaft at Cackle Mackle Mine. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote. 
8. Adit to Probable Basalt Mine, Millers Dale, 

Derbyshire SK1350 7388 
This well-hidden adit is driven from below the public 

footpath towards the nearby basalt outcrop of Knotlow, a 
distinctive steep-sided hill situated above the Millers Dale 
to Wonnhill road. Thus, this appears to be the only known 
basalt mine in the region. The adit is of earlier 20th century 
construction-type, with large cross-section, and with 
substantial cut timbers supporting the now dubious roof. 
There is a total collapse after about 7.5m (25 feet). 
Immediately outside the entrance cutting, tl1ere is a large 
limestone quarry face below, of earlier 20th century date, 
which is partially buried by a small waste heap containing 
basalt and there is a large ruined stone building to one side 
(built after 1922 as not on the OS map of this ruite). It is 
possible that the adit was driven by the quarry company to 
provide a source of roadstone, or for track ballast on the 
nearby Midland Railway, either for repairing the 19th 
century line or for new sidings. If anybody knows of a 
similar feature or indeed the history of this adit please let 
the authors know. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw. 
9. Limestone Quarry/Mine, Taddington Dale, 

Derbyshire SK1670 7069 
Located high on the west side of the heavily wooded 

dale is an unusual limestone quarry/mine dating from the 
late 19th or early 20th century. The quarrymen have used a 
natural arch in the bedding, to create a large ' chamber' cut 
into the hillside by about !Om (30 feet), using explosives in 
shotholes driven with compressed air drills, to extract the 
better quality beds beneath the roof. The broad roof 
contains large areas of ' hanging death' and the floor is 
littered with quarry spoil and blocks of limestone that have 
fallen from above. Outside the 'chamber' there is a spoil 
heap tl1at extends to the road below, with a small flat top 
used as a dressing floor, which is littered with blocks of all 
sizes. The site is approached by a carefully-made inclined 
track leading up from the road. Nothing is shown on the 
25 inch OS map of 1880, while in contrast that of 1922 
shows the track and marks the quarry as disused. If 
anybody knows anything about this feature or its history 
please let the authors know. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw. 
on any of the sites noted or would like to contribute to 
future issues of this series of notes, please contact: Chris 
Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, Stockport, 
SK12 6TX (01298 814822) or John Bamatt, 21 The Front, 
Fairfield, Buxton, Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923), 
(e-mail John.Barnatt@btinternet.com). 
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NAMHO CONFERENCE 2003 
The 2003 NAMHO Conference was held in Ireland 

early in June. The formal part of the conference was held 
at Avondale House, Rathdrum, County Wicklow. Some 98 
persons had registered for the Conference with about 80 
coming from the UK with PDMHS being well represented. 

The lectures were presented on the Saturday, with 
underground and surface visits on both the Saturday and 
Sunday. The areas visited included the Avoca Orefield, 
Glendassan, Glendalough, Glenmalure and Ballycorus. An 
innovation at this Conference was that during the week 
after the formal weekend, there were organised visits to 
other mining areas in Ireland. 

The Conference was formally 
opened on the Friday evening with a 
reception and a presentation on Charles 
Stewart Parnell, the former owner of 
Avondale House, who dabbled in Irish 
Mining. This was followed by a video 
presentation by Peter Eggleston of a 
preview of the sites to be visited during 
the Conference. 

The lectures discussed "The Engine 
Houses in the Vale of Avoca". "The 
Wicklow Gold Rush", "Hodgeson's 
Mineral Railway", "Mining Tokens 
( 1787 - 1797)" and "The Big Mining 
Scams of Avoca". The lectures were 
followed by short presentations on mine 
preservation projects in Ireland. These 
were ··conservation Work in the Vale of 
Avoca. including the engine houses". 

The ore bins at Avoca "The Man Engine House at Allihies" 
Photo by Mave Luff and "The Tankardstown Engine House". 

The Cornish Engine House at Shallee. Silvermines 
Photo by Mane LufI 

During the week after the 
Conference delegates were able to visit the old coal mining 
area of Castlecomer, Co Kilkenny (where there was 
e:-.1ensive coal mming until the 1970's): the mines at 
Silvermines. near Nenagh; the Tankardstown Engine 
Houses and the Bunmahon Copper Mines: and the Allihies 
Mining Field, including the preserved Man Engine House. 
A limited number of delegates also visitedthe Tara Mine, 
the largest working lead and zinc mine in Europe 

Man) thanks to all members of the Mining Heritage 
Trust of Ireland for organising such an interesting 
Conference. 
Wes Taylor 

NAMHO 2004 
The 2004 NAMHO Conferencewill be held on 

23 - 25 July 2004 at Coniston in the Lake District. It is 
being organised by the Cumbria Amenity Trust Mining 
History Society 

The theme of the Conference will be "The Extractive 
Industries of Cumbria". There will be a varied programme 
of lectures, underground and surface trips, with a Social 
Event on the Saturday night 

No accommodation will be available at the 
Conference Venue and persons proposing to attend the 
Conference are advised to book accommodation early as 
the Lake District is very buS) at the end of July. An 
accommodation list is available on www.catmhs.co.uk. 
mvw.namho.org or W\\'\\..mininghistol).org websites. 

Conference booking forms will be available during 
January 2004. The Conference Secretary is Shiela Barker, 
The Rise, ALSTON, Cumbria, CA9 3DB. E-Mail: 
sheila. barker(dcybermoor. org 
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Tramway arch at Avoca West 

these places that the powder was shipped 
all over the country and to distant shores. 
Later on, the canal and railway systems 
becan1e the major transport routes and the 
shipping trade gradually diminished. 

But it was the brave men, women 
and children who are the heroes of our 
story, arriving at work not knowing 
whether they would survive the day! 
People were killed, mutilated and burnt 
but many worked all their lives at this 
dangerous craft. As they toiled the long 
hours away, they learnt to live with the 
attendant dangers and the dread of the 
first crack of a thunderstorm or the first 
flash of lit powder. The industry employed 
many hundreds of people both directly 

Photo by Mave Luff 

and indirectly but the deatl1 toll of 102 
men and boys plus the dozens mutilated 
and disfigured was a high proportion of 
these very small communities. This is the 
story of a little known industry which 
thrived in the Cumbrian villages of 
Elterwater, Sedgwick, Gatebeck, 

Larry Powers Pit, Castlecomer 

Lowwood and Blackbeck. 

COPY FOR THE JANUARY 2004 
EDITION OF THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the 
next edition of the Newsletter is 
23 NOVEMBER 2003. 

Copy, articles, photographs, 
letters etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, 
Walton on Trent, SW ADLINCOTE, 

Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315 

E-Mail:-

Photo by Mave Luff wes@wtaylor44.fsnet.co. uk 

RECENT PUBLICATION 

"The Gunpowder Mills of Cumbria - The History of 
Cumbria's Gunpowder Industry 1'799-1937" by Ian Tyler. 
Blue Rock Publications 2003. 296pp soft backed with over 
200 photographs, plans and illustrations. Cost £17. 99. 

This is the fascinating history of the gunpowder mills 
which operated from 1799-1937 in Cumbria, an industry 
which flourished and prospered in the hidden backwaters 
and valleys for nearly 150 years. 

Embracing the illicit slave trade, infamusly referred 
to as the Trade Triangle until an Act of Parliament sought 
to prevent this, the trade ties with Africa and the Americas 
had become well established and continued to flourish. The 
Western ports of Sunderland Point, Lancaster, Glasson 
Dock, Milnthorpe, Amside and Greenodd along with the 
great Port of Liverpool all played their part and it was from 
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