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SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
3 February U/G Meet - Bakewell Page4 

Page 4 
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Page4 
Page 7 
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Page 12 
Page 10 

22 February U/G Meet - Via Gellia 
28 February Museum anniversary event - Matlock Bath 

2 March U/G Meet - Bakewell 
7 March Museum event - Lake District 

21 March U/G Meet - Bradwell 
23 - 25 July NAMHO Conference - Coniston 

September Open Day - Magpie Mine 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2003/2004 
If there is a cross in the box below, then you have 

not renewed your membership for the 
current year. Please renew now!!! D 

The current membership rates are: 
Individual £ 15. 00 
Joint £17.00 
Junior 
Family 
Institutional 

£7.00 
£19.00 
£20.00 

Subscriptions should be sent to: 
W J Taylor, Membership Secretary, 
18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Swadlincote, 
DE12 8NA. 

VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Mr John Thorpe stood down at the AGM in 

November after four years of valuable service as the 
Hon Secretary of the Society. I would, therefore, thank 
him, on behalf of the Society, for the hard work he as 
put in over those years. 

This, however, leaves a vacuum amongst the 
Directors, as the Society cannot operate without a 
Secretary. The Society is a Limited Company and a 
Secretary is required by law. We must, therefore, have 
a Secretary if we are to continue to exist. 

YOUR SOCIETY NEEDS ONE OF YOU!!!! 

That is, one of our membership to fill this 
important post. I am asking for a volunteer to come 

forward to help the Society in its hour of need. 
The job has been made less onerous now that we 

have a Minutes Secretary for Council Meetings, thus 
reducing the workload of the Secretary. John Thorpe 
has also indicated that he would help the new Hon 
Secretary in any way he can to make the changeover as 
simple and smooth as possible. 

If you can help with this vacant post please 
contact me by mail at the registered office of the 
Society, address on the back of this Newsletter, 
marking the letter "Hon Secretary's Post". 
Alternatively E-mail me at Paulboswedden@aol.com 
or Telephone 0115 9301169 
Paul Smith, Chairman 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Please note that this article is NOT the official 

record of the meeting and only a part of the accounts 
are included. Anyone wishing to have a copy of the 
official documents should E-mail John Thorpe at: 
john@jtdesign .net 

The Twenty Ninth Annual General Meeting of the 
Peak District Mines Historical Society was held in the 
Pump Room at The Peak District Mining Museum, 
The Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, on 
22 November 2003. 

The Directors' Report and the Accounts for the 
year ending 30 June 2003 were accepted. 
Chairman's Report 
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The Chairman reported that the Society had had 
another successful year but was still suffereing from 



the problems of an ageing Society. The 
membership level was steady but there is a major 
problem in filling the post of Hon Secretary. 

A number of Society projects have progressed 
over the year. The recent highlight at the High Rake 
Project was the removal of the shaft cap and the 
completion of a survey down to the water level. 

The Heritage Weekend at Magpie Mine was, 
again, very succesful with almost 300 members of the 
public visiting the site. 

The recent Barmote Court Event at Crich was 
also a great success. 

Thanks were expressed to all members who have 
helped in various aspects of running and developing the 
Society over the years . 
Election of Directors 

Following the election to fill the vacant posts, the 
Directors of the Society for 2003/2004 are:
Chairman 

P Smith 71 St Norbert Drive, 

Deputy Chairman 
A J Mutter 

Hon Secretary 

VACANT 
Hon Treasurer 

D Gough 

Kirk Hallam, ILKESTON 
DE7 4EF. 
Tel: 0115 9301169 

72 Wolds Rise, MATLOCK, 
DE4 3HJ 
Tel: 01629 584468 

26 Lodge Rd, Newthorpe, 
NOTITNGHAM, 
NGI6 2AZ. 
Tel: 01773 788052 

Hon Editor 
Dr L Willies 

Hon Recorder 
R Paulson 

Ordinary Members 
Dr J Barnatt 

Ori J Brown 

Mrs E Dixon, 

DWebb 

T Worthington 

D Williams 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LIMITED 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES for the year ended 30th June 2003 

"Hilderston ", 
17 4 Dale Road, 
Matlock Bath, MATLOCK 
DE4 3PS 
Tel: 01629 584322 

"Holt House", Holt Lane, 
Lea,MATLOCK,DE45GQ 
Tel: 01629 534775 

21 The Front, Fairfield, 
BUXTON, SKI 7 7EQ 
Tel: 01298 77923 
95 Manygates Lane, Sandal, 
WAKEFIELD, WF2 7DL 
Tel: 01298 77923 
21 Marlborough Drive, 
BELPER, 
Derbys, DE45 lLB 
Tel: 01773 823020 
3 De Vere Gardens, 
Woodthorpe, NOTTINGHAM 
NG5 4PH 
Tel: 0115 8401109 
Coombe House, Elton Road, 
Winster, MATLOCK, 
DE42DH 
Tel: 01629 650182 
Clovelly Cottage, Lower 
Terrace Road, TIDESWELL, 
SK17 8LX 
Tel: 01298 871909 
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Resources expended 

Charitable expenditure 
Subscriptions 
Displays and projects 
Management and administration 
Dinners 
Publications and other purchases for resale 

Total resources expended 

Movement in total funds for the year -

Net income/( expenditure) for the year 

BALANCE SHEET as at 30tl1 June 2003 

Fixed assets 
Tangible assets 

Current assets 
Stock 
Debtors and prepayments 
Cash at bank and in hand 

Current liabilities 
Creditors and accruals 

Net current assets 

Total assets less current liabilities 

ANNUAL DINNER 
The Forty Fourth Annual Dinner of the Society 

was held at Temple Hotel, Matlock Bath on 
22 November 2003. 

The guests of the Society were John Capewell, 
Works Manger of the Lafarge Cement Plant at Hope 
and John McGough, Quarry Manger. 

The Chairman, Mr Paul Smith, proposed Toasts 
to "The Queen" and "The Lord of the Field". Mr John 
Capewell, Lafarge Cement, proposed the toast to "The 
Society" . 

Lynn Willies, on behalf of Trevor Ford, presented 
the Society Awards for 2003. They were:-

1. The Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines 
Conservation was awarded to Dr Jim Rieuwerts for all 

- 60 60 66 
- 6,380 6,380 5,561 

- 4,079 4,079 4,180 
- 710 710 775 

10,916 10,916 11,381 

--

- 22,145 22,145 21,963 

68 (2,536) (2,468) (2,063) 

2003 2002 
£ £ £ £ 

2,386 2,507 

9,618 12,159 
1,936 2,365 

51,247 52,152 
62,801 66,676 

(5,243) (6,073) 

57,558 59,973 

59,944 62,480 

the work he has done for the Preservation of Lead 
Mining Heritage in the Peak District over many years 
as the Society Conservation Officer 

2. The Ford Award was made to David Williams 
for producing the detailed index of Mining History for 
many years. 

There was no formal presentation this year after 
the Dinner. 
Wes Taylor 

VACANCIES FOR DIRECTORS FOR YEAR 
2003/4 

Next year two important posts become vacant. 
Alan Mutter ends is period as Deputy Chairman and is 
not eligible for re-election and David Gough will not be 
standing for re-election as Treasurer. Volunteers are 
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required to fill both of these posts at the next AGM in 
November 2004. 

If you are interested in either of these two posts, 
please contact me by mail at the registered office of the 
Society, address on the back ofthis Newsletter, 
marking the letter "Hon Directors 2003/4". 
Alternatively E-mail me at: Paulboswdden@aol.com or 
Telephone: 0115 9301169 
Paul Smith, Chairman 

TWENTY FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
PEAK DISTRICT MINING MUSEUM 

The Peak District Mining Museum has its 25th 
Anniversary in February 2004. The occasion is a good 
opportunity for the Society to hold a celebration with 
various activities tosuit all tastes. The final details have 
still to be worked out, but a few ideas were floated at 
the AGM in November and support is assured for a 
full day of entertainment at the Museum on Saturday 
28 February. 

The day will finish with a modestly priced Pie and 
Pea supper. Bring your own drinks and the Museum 
will supply the glasses. 

Interested? Of course you are! If you filled in a 
slip at the AGM, a programme of events will be sent to 
you early in February. Otherwise ring the Museum on 
01629 583834, or Alan Mutter, on 01629 584468 and 
register for the P&P supper. 
Alan Mutter 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Thank you - as ever - for the excellent 

Newsletters. I write to thank you for the Observations 
and Discoveries feature, and hope it will long continue. 
As a non-Derbyshire resident I find these notes on 
mines particularly interesting and helpful. I now know 
more about mines I have visited in the past and am 
enthused to visit Derbyshire more often to look at 
others. My thanks to all concerned. 
Sallie Bassham, Ribblehead, Yorkshire. 

MAGPIE FIELD CENTRE 
At a recent meeting of the Committee of 

Management it was agreed that the fees charged at the 
Field Centre should be raised. The increase is to cover 
the increased costs of insurance, site rental and to make 
the site self-sufficient with regards to running costs. 

The new fees will come into effect on 1 January 
2004 and will be as follows :-

Day Fee £1-00 
Overnight - Members £3-00 
Overnight - Guests £6-00 

These fees still represent excellent value when 
compared with other similar centres. Fees may be 

waived on working weekends at the Wardens 
discretion. 

As more use is being made of the centre by 
members and friends on a group basis, the Warden 
requests that any member intending to stay overnight at 
a weekend (Fri/Sat) should contact her to avoid any 
possible chance of double booking and 
misunderstandings. 

A booking form will be displayed on the Notice 
Board in the Cottage for advance bookings. 
Mave Luff, Cottage Warden 
Tel: 01530 810905 

SOCIETY MEETS. 
1. Holme Bank Chert Mine. Bakewell 

Tuesday 3 February 2004 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
An evening visit to this extensive mine with over 

two miles of passages. It is an easy grade, dry trip, 
although passages at the lowest level are flooded. The 
majority of mine is of large size, some stooping size 
passage, and a couple of easy scrambly bits. There is 
plenty of 'chert' to be seen. Worth bringing a camera. 
Ideal novice trip. Permission for the visit was granted 
by Oldfield Design, Bakewell. 

Meet 7.15pm Holme Lane, Bakewell (opposite 
packhorse bridge). 

For further information on this mine see Mining 
History (PDMHS) Vol 13, No 5. 

2 . Merry Tom Mine, Via Gellia 
Sunday 22 February 2004 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
This mine has recently been extended, the 

excavation work having been carried out by members 
of the Wirksworth Mines Research Group who will be 
leading this meet. This visit is a moderate grade 
oversuit/boilersuit trip; bring kneepads. There is a 
short wire ladder climb (approx 15ft), plus a short easy 
free-climb. There is also one tightish section. 

The visit will be a through-trip, going in via a 
higher entrance and out via a lower one . Well worth 
bringing a camera. 

Meet 10.30am at the "Rising Sun" public house, 
Middleton by Wirksworth. 

3. Holme Bank Chert Mine, Bakewell 
Tuesday 2 March 2004 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
All details for this second visit are the same as 

3 February 2004. 

4. Bagshawe Cavern, Bradwell 
Sunday 21 March 2004 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
This is a moderate grade trip for which an 

oversuit or wetsuit is essential. The trip will be wet and 
muddy. 

The first part of the trip is through a mined 
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section but the rest of the trip is through natural 
passages. The party size restricted to 10. The Cavern 
owner makes a charge of £4 per person. For further 
infonnation, and to book a place, please contact Paul 
Chandler. Tel: 01246-220773. 

FUTURE MEETS 
I. Parys Mountain Copper Mine and Great Orme 
Copper Mines. North Wales 

Meet to take place over~ weekend in 2004. More 
details in the April 2004 Newsletter. 

2. Cracken Edge. Chinley. Derbvs 
Exploring disused gritstone quarries and short 

underground working. More details in the April 2004 
Newsletter. 

3. Great Rutland Cavern and Lower Nestus. Matlock 
Bath 

Date for visit to be confirn1ed. 
Organiser/Leader: Paul Chandler. 
This is a moderate grade. dry. oversuit or 

boilersuit photographic trip. It is part Show Cave with 
no ladder or ropework. In addition, a visit to the Lower 
Nestus mine workings would be included. This part of 
the meet would be graded difficult. It would involve 
t\vo short ladder pitches and an exposed traverse, with 
deep shafts on either side. There is fine mineralisation 
in both sections of mine. Scrambly bits are involved in 
both sections of mine. 

The party size is limited. Experienced mine 
explorers only. The mine O\'vncr is "Heights of 
Abraham". 

Please note that if this visit goes ahead, it will be a 
unique opportunity and is unlikely to be repeated in the 
future. 

Contact Paul Chandler to provisionally book a 
place. Further details will be supplied. as and when 
received. to members booking a place. 

4. Mining Heritage (evening) walks 
These walks will be to various parts of Derbyshire 
More details in April 2004 Newsletter. 

PDMHS MEETS CO-ORD INA TOR 
Please contact Paul Chandler with your "trip 

requests" and offer to ''lead .. meets. Paul also has 
details of other mine/cave trips that are not advertised 
in the PDMHS Newsletter due to short notice etc. 

Paul Chandler. PDMHS Meets Co-ordinator. 
Tel: 01246 220773. 

PDMHS TRAINING CO-ORD INA TOR 
For all types of training associated with ·'Mine 

Exploration'', contact Paul Chandler. PDMHS 
Training Co-ordinator. Tel: 01246 220773. 

NEW MEMBERS 
The following were elected to membership of the 

Society at a recent Council Meeting: 
Dr AH& 

Mrs J Bostock 
J K Froggatt 
R K Stevenson 

OBITUARIES 

Stockport 
Basinfstoke 
London 

1. John William Cooper, Nottingham 
John passed away on 15 October 2003, aged 62, 

after a short illness. He was born and educated in 
Ripley, Derbyshire. He started his working life at 
Boots in Nottingham before training to be a teacher. 
He moved back to Nottingham after a period of time in 
Buxton. and took early retirement 9 years ago. He was 
a quiet, knowledgeable man with a love of the outdoors 
and mineral collecting. 

The service at Mansfield was a fitting tribute to 
his life. It was attended by his family and many friends 
from the clubs that he had joined over the years. The 
service finished with the song 'Johnny be Good' 
Dave Gough 

2. Geoffrev Cox, Ecton. 1926-2003 
Geoff Cox. the mineral ov.ner of Ecton Hill. 

passed away on 2 November 2003 after a long illness. 
He first came to Ecton while working at Earle's 
Cement at Cauldon Lm:ve, where he built the ball mills. 
He was living in Canada at the time and just prior to 
returning home, he noticed that the Castle Folly at 
Ecton was for sale and decided to purchase it. It was 
only on a subsequent visit from Canada that he realised 
that he had also purchased the entrance to Salt's Level. 

Geoff was subsequently asked to establish the 
Mineral Manpower and Careers Unit. Although the 
Unit was administratively based at Imperial College. 
London, it was centred around educational visits to 
Ecton. 

Geoff had patience, charm and dignity, which was 
quickly appreciated by all who met him. For a while 
Geoff and his wife Elizabeth ov.ned the Black Lion Inn 
at Butterton. On one Saturday night, the telephone rang 
and Geoff disappeared from behind the bar. Thirty 
minutes later he was back with a suitcase, cheerfully 
explaining that he was needed at a mine in Peru. He 
travelled the world on mining business. but one 
suspects it was his educational work at Ecton >Yhere he 
found fulfilment . 

He never seemed to tire of taking parties 
underground at Ecton. patiently describing to an 
absorbed party of people - young and old - about the 
mine and how it had been 'vorked. The Education 
Centre was more than this of course. undertaking 
practical field work on the hill and below ground. 

-5-



Offered the mineral rights for the Devonshire 
Royalty and then the Blackett Royalty, he eventually 
acquired the mineral ownership of all of Ecton Hill. 

Today the Education Centre is no longer 
operating. It would be a fitting memorial if its work 
could be restarted. We may not have much of a mining 
industry in this country now, but the Centre could be a 
part of a project to broaden the knowledge and 
understanding of the Ecton Mine and its part in the 
development of the Staffordshire Moorlands in the 18th 
Century when the mine was one of the most profitable 
and possibly the deepest mine of its day. 
Lindsey Porter 

BARMOTE COURT APPOINTMENT 
Peter Naylor, one time Secretary of the Peak 

District Mining History Society for twelve years and a 
past Chairman of the Society, has been appointed the 
Bailiff and Deputy Barmaster for the Barmote Court 
for the Soke and Wapentake ofWirksworth. He has 
been a juryman on this court for nearly thirty years as 
\;veil as on the court for the Private Liberties of the 
Duke of Devonshire and the High Peak Court. 

SURF ACE WALK ACROSS PEAK FOREST 
AND CASTLETON LEAD MINING LIBERTIES 

A disappointingly small number of members met 
Chris Heathcote at Peak Forest on 20 September 2003, 
for a four mile circular traverse across the Peak Forest 
and Castleton Lead Mining Liberties. The fine day was 
ideal for observing the many archaeological features. 

Leaving Old Dam Lane, here underlain by a 
dolente sill, the party ascended a track along the line of 
Oxlow Rake, the south westerly end of which was 
marked by a concrete-capped shaft to our left. Further 
up the track, in a wooded section, the rake was 
characterised by numerous hollows and hillocks. This 
showed an indication of early reworking of the original 
waste material - a feature that also characterised other 
rakes seen on the day. Chris outlined documentary 
evidence for the working of numerous mines along the 
rake during the 19th Century. Towards the top of the 
ascent, above the site of the Old Oxlow Dam, and left 
of the track, ' 'vas a horseshoe-shaped enclosure, set 
within a hillock and lined by dressed limestone. Chris 
explained that this was a very rare example, within the 
ore-field, of an ore hopper (bouseteem). Down slope 
was possibly the outline of a drainage channel. 

On reaching the undulating plateau between 
Oxlow and Old Moor, the party passed large workings 
marking the site of Clear-The-Way Mine and Oxlow 
Head Engine Mine. To the south east, on the adjacent 
ridge, aligned hollows and hillocks marked the line of 
the more easterly trending Cop Rake, some workings 
·within which may date from the 13th Century. The 
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point (at SK 133807) where the track leaves Oxlow 
Rake is marked by a gate and a wall which define the 
boundary between Peak Forest and Castleton Liberties. 
The rake veered to our right where some three hundred 
yards further on, the workings of Old Moor Mine 
occur. 

Turning right at the junction of the lane coming 
east from Eldon Hill Quarry, Paul pointed to the site of 
Hazard Mine, which had a depth of nearly 700 feet in 
the 1830's, when some 5000 tons of lead ore was 
gained. Unfortunately, the site was not accessible on 
the day. While the flat area between the lane and the 
mine was recently restored from fluorspar opencast 
mining, a newer, now abandoned quarry lies just to the 
east. Evidence for more extensive quarrying and 
tipping along the line of Dirtlow Rake was seen at the 
destroyed site of the Hollandtwine Mine and alongside 
the lane abounding the rake. Here limestone rubble, up 
to large boulder size, had been dumped. Chris 
explained that the reworking of the rake was also for 
fluorspar but in the process considerable amounts of 
country rock had been quarried. The extent of these 
excavations, now ceased, was seen in the large quarry, 
the walls of which revealed several sections through 
sinkholes or small caverns. 

Continuing downhill, past the quarry workings, 
the site of the Howe Grove Mine was reached. Here, 
after lunch, the recently excavated and partly restored 
dished crushing wheel track, two adjacent circular 
buddies and miners coe were examined. They were 
found to be still in good condition. The party then 
retraced the route uphill and entered the chasm along 
Dirtlow Rake which lies immediately dO\\'ll slope from 
the quarry ,,.,·orkings. This chasm, now a protected site, 
was produced from open working for baryte. Its walls 
locally showed sub-horizontal slickensides (indicating 
lateral slip fault- movement) and miners' pick 
markings. Two well defined scrins were seen on the 
south side of the near-vertical rake. Good specimens of 
barytes, calcite and minor galena occur. 

Returning past the site of Hazard Mine, the group 
continued along the lane to a point (SK 133814) where 
the smaller track leading to Eldon Hill Quarries was 
followed westward. Looking south, Chris pointed out 
the traces of Old Wham Vein and Wrangling Rake, 
while to the north lay Slack Hole Rake, New Rake and 
Linicar Rake, the former being crossed by the track 
near where it passes back into the Peak Forest Liberty 
(at SK 12684). Near this boundary the distinct form of 
a pudding-pie kiln was seen just to the north of the 
track. Much of the ground here was covered by light
coloured waste from this early form of lime production. 
Just beyond here the route left the track and turned 
south east along a footpath, which soon cuts across 
Slack Hole Rake. To the West, a second pudding- pie 
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kiln was seen in front of old quarried faces on the south 
east side of Elder Hill. This kiln appears to lie along 
the line of an unnamed rake trending north west up 
up the hillside. 

The path continued down a shallow, dry valley 
where hollows, possibly closed sink-holes, were 
observed. These had recently been capped ""ith cement 
or filled with limestone blocks as a safety precaution. 
Shortly afterwards, the site of Jowle Grove Mine was 
reached. This lies along the locally east-west trending 
White Rake (also known as Waifs Grove Rake). Here 
the large engine shaft had a new metal grille, through 
which the ginged top could be clearly observed. 
Alongside \Vere the remains of a crushing circle with its 
now fragmented gritstone wheel. Continuing southwest 
across a much worked area, first a circular water 
storage pond, then the track of a gin circle were seen 
adjacent to a run-in shaft. Our route led to the shaft of 
Waifs Grove Mine and this also was capped by a 
recently installed metal grille. It was surrounded by the 
foundations of a possible coe. Crossing north west over 
a style, the party joined another path, where soon 
another example of a pudding-pie kiln was noted. 
Beyond and to the west lay a wall enclosing an old 
belland yard, adjacent to \vhich are the remains of the 
Smiler Mine. 

As the party descended the track through 
Sweetknoll Farm, leading to Endon Lane and Peak 
Forest the large feature of Eldon Hole was clearly 
visible to the north. In the distance to the north west, 
the continuation of the composite White Rake was 
outlined by linear woodlands, marking Gautries Rake 
and the more northerly Coalpithole Rake. 

Our sincere thanks to Chris for a very stimulating 
and finely explained excursion. 
Bob Roach 

THE BARMOTE COURT EVENT 
The Society has a policy of maintaining the 

continuity of the Barmote Court, a Court that has 
upheld theLead Mining Laws in Derbyshire for over 
700 years. When the Court decided to discontinue the 
autumn meeting of the Barmote Court for the Soke and 
Wapentake ofWirksworth, the Society started to hold 
a Barmote Event in October to replace the formal 
meeting. 

The venue for the 2003 Event was the Tramway 
Village at Crich. Accordingly Jurymen, members of the 
Peak District Mines Historical Society, tran1way 
representatives and guests met at the wonderfully 
restored Red Lion pub at Town End. After Peter 
Naylor, Bailiff and Deputy Barmaster for the Bannote 
Court for the Soke and Wapentake ofWirksworth, had 
formally called the register of the Jurymen, the 
Jurymen partook the traditional bread, cheese and ale 

to help them recover from their arduous journey to 
Crich. 

Jurymen and guests then boarded a restored 
Chesterfield tram for a ride to the PDMHS Lead 
Mining Display at the Wakebridge Stop. The high 
standard of all of the site and the exhibits was 
appreciatd by those present. On returning to the Red 
Lion, refreshments were enjoyed by all. 

After lunch Dr Jim Rieuwerts gave a short talk on 
the mines of the Crich area. All persons attending the 
event were then presented with personalised clay pipes. 

The event was a great success on what was a 
glorious sunny Autumn day. Thanks are due to the 
Tramway Village for the use of their superb facilities, 
Alan Mutter and Jim Rieuwerts for organising the 
event and, last of all but not least, to the volunteers at 
the Crich Lead Mining Display for all of the hard work 
that they put in at the site and which looked so good in 
the autunm sunshine. 
Paul Smith 

CLOSURE OF MILLTOWN QUARRY, 
AS HOVER 

It was very sad moment when I learnt that 
Milltown Qarry, Fallgate near Ashover, Derbyshire is 
to close in 2005. 

The F allgate area has been associated with lead 
mining and stone quarrying for centuries. Since the 
early l 900's the mining of fluorspar has been an 
important part of the operation of the quarry. The 
fluorsapar played an important part in steel production 
and in 1925 the Clay Cross Company built the 
Ashover Light Railway to transport the spar and 
limestone from the quarry to their iron \vorks at 
Chesterfield. 

The original spar washer was closed down and 
dismantled in 1971, but a second washer was in 
operation from 1972 to 2000. This later washer is due 
to be dismantled early in 2004 so anyone wishing to 
photograph or video the ';vasher whilst it is still insitu 
should contact Michael Repton, Quarry Manager on 
01246 590511. 

The future of the Milltovm Quarry site is 
uncertain. Planning permission for residential 
development has been refused. Perhaps a Nature 
Conservation Area should be considered, retaining any 
suitable remains of the site· s long industrial history. 
Elizabeth Bowden 

THRELKELD MINING MUSEUM OPEN DAY 
The Annual Threlkeld Mining Museum Open Day 

will be on the 7 March 2004. The event is free and all 
members are welcome. 

The Museum Open Day has become \vell knov.n 
as a high point of the year. A day when mineral 

-7-



: 

collectors, mine explorers. ex miners and quaIT) men 
come on site to one of the finest mining museums in the 
country. Hopefully the Cumbria Ore Mines Rescue 
team and Ambulance will again be on site. 

The programme for the day is: 
I 0. 3 Oam Guided walk to Threlkeld Lead Mine 

starting from Four Seasons Foods in Threlkeld village. 
12.30pm Official Opening of the Museum, 

followed by the launch of Ian Tyler's latest book 
"Carrock Mine and the Mines of Blencathra and 
Skiddaw". The book has about 250 pages with dozens 
of original photographs on the mines of Carrock, 
Threlkeld, Carrock End, Brandy Gill, Glenderaterra 
and the mines hidden beneath the Skiddaw massif. 

1. OOpm A buffet will be served. 
TI1e afternoon will be free to mingle with fellow 

enthusiasts. There will be self guided mine tours so 
please bring a lamp/helmet and see the most realistic 
underground show mine. taking you through mining 
from 1560-1960. 

We look forward to seeing you. 
Ian & Jean Tyler 

WINDING WHEELS GAIN HERITAGE 
LOTTERY GRANT 

Woodside Colliery at Shipley in Derbyshire was 
once one of the area's most productive coal mines, and 
its headgear and winding wheels were a major feature 
of the landscape. The mine closed in 1963 and the 
headgear was dismantled in June 2000. Now, thanks to 
a grant of nearly £50,000 from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. the winding wheels of this symbol of the area's 
proud coal mining heritage are to be returned to the 
site. 

The original winding wheels are to be brought out 
of storage. They will be fully restored, cleaned and 
repainted in their original livery colours of red spokes 
and black trims. They will then be returned to a site a 
few metres from where they originally stood. 

Many people thought that the wheels had been lost 
forever. and there is tremendous local support for the 
prqject to restore and re-erect them. In addition, 
visitors to the site will benefit from a viewing area and 
full interpretation of the winding wheels, the colliery 
and the wider history of the area's industrial heritage. 
The wheels will be floodlit so that people can enjoy 
them even after dark. 
I J Brown (Classic Plant & Machinery) 

LEA WOOD PUMPING ENGINE STEAMING 
DAYS 

Further to the article in the October 2003 edition 
of the Newsletter, the Leawood Pumping Engine on the 
Cromford Canal will be in motion from noon until 
5.00pm on the following steaming days in 2004. 

11 - 12 April . 
2 - 3 May 
5-6June 
3 - 4 July 
7 - 8 August 
29 - 30 August 
2 - 3 October 

More information on the Leawood Engines can be 
found on the website: www.grant2222.freeserve.co.uk. 
Derrick Hale 

CAN ANYONE HELP? 
I am proposing to research the coal mines of the 

Derwent Valley and aqjoining areas covering Belper. 
Milford. Heage. Alderwasley, Whastandwell. 
Wirksworth Moor, et al. Any help would be greatly 
appreciated and acknowledgement given on 
publication. 
Peter Naylor, 24 Castle View Drive, Cromford, 
MATLOCK, DE4 3RL 

HELP NEEDED PLEASE - JUG HOLES ADIT, 
NOON NICK VEIN, SNITTERTON. 

Recently, reminising with old caving friends about 
bygone caving trips through Jugholes cave. our 
conversation turned to the adit, and we realised that 
although we had always known the adit as giving 
access to the Fifth Water Cavern (as Op Mole Mines 
and Exploration group referred to it when I was a 
member of the group) for as long as we could 
remember, we had no idea whatsoever of the identity of 
the miner/miners who drove the adit, who he or they 
were, nor the date the adit was driven. 

Because of our curiosity we started asking around 
various caving friends and retired spar miners, as it 
would be nice to clear the mystery up and put on 
record when the adit was driven. I myself have known 
it since October 1951. Op Mole started their 
explorations of the Snitterton area in June 1949, and it 
was there then. We have checked "Fluorspar" by 
Dunham pp l 01-102 which mentions the adit mouth at 
Jug Holes Mine, however, this book was published in 
1952 and doesn't help. We have yet to check the earlier 
editions of the Geological Memoirs re fluorspar to see 
ifthe adit is mentioned in these publications. 

We asked Charlie Webster from Bonsall, a retired 
spar miner who worked the area around Low Mine at 
Bonsall, Masson Hill, Jug H 

oles and Tearsall from his late teens. He is 
nephew of the Marshall brothers from Elton, (Bert 
mvning the washing plant at Portaway mine, Elton). 
Chas says that he can always remember the adit being 
there. He remembers the adit being relined by a spar 
miner called Albert Houghton (the elder). who had a 
son called Albert. They lived at Tearsall Farm, renting 
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it from Bill Marsden after he bought it, eventually 
moving to Cromford. They worked for Bill Marsden, 
but later moved to work at Glebe Mine at Eyam. This 
work would have been carried out about the time that 
Chas Webster was working on Masson Hill with his 
two uncles, the Marshall brothers, before he went to 
work for Bill Marsden from Winster, but he can't 
remember the exact date. 

Jug Holes is shewn to be on the southern end of 
the Nick Noon Vein, on surveyor J Nuttal's map dated 
1767. Normally mining Liberties follow parish 
boundaries, but Snitterton Township although being in 
the old parish of Darley Dale at this date is the 
exception as it was included in Matlock Liberty, not 
Wensley Liberty. fuQ. Darley Dale parish was divided 
into the parishes of South Darley and Darley Dale in 
1845, Snitterton Township then became part of the 
parish of South Darley). 

Referring to Roger Flindall's "Calendar of the 
Barmasters' Derbyshire Lead Mining Records" we 
found that fluorspar working commenced on Masson 
Hill and surrounding area from 1906 onwards. Many 
references are given for records concerning Jugholes in 
the early part of the twentieth century, these have yet to 
be researched. Possibly the best reference seems to be 
153 which includes plans drawn up by Derbyshire 
Stone Ltd in May, 1948 showing their proposed future 
development in the area, and notes about activities at 
Jug Hole mine during the period 1919-49. 

Of course fluorspar working is outside the 
auspices of the leadmining laws, as are other gaunge 
minerals, which makes it difficult to trace records. 
However, because fluorspar is a vein mineral along 
with lead, and it is not possible for it to be mined 
separately then application would have been made to 
the Barmaster to work the mine for lead, so hopefully 
there are records in existance which can solve the 
mystery of Jug Holes adit. 

If anyone has any information and can help, we 
would be pleased to hear from you. All answers will be 
replied to and postage refunded. If the mystery can be 
solved, then the information will be published at a later 
date. 

Margaret Howard, 5 Rose Cottages, Upper Town, 
Bonsall, MATLOCK, DE4 2AW. 

E-mail. margarethoward@surfanvtime.co. uk 
References 
"Memoirs of the Geological Survey, Special 

Reports on the Mineral Resources of Great Britain. 
Vol. IV. Fluorspar (Fourth Edition)" by KC Dunham, 
DSc, PhD, SD, MIMM (1952) 

"Calendar of the Barmasters' Derbyshire Lead 
Mining Records belonging to the Duchy of Lancaster 
and kept at Chatsworth House" Arranged and 
described by Roger Flindall. (1998 and Lynn Willies). 

IRON SMELTING AT KILLHOPE 
During the summer of 2002 the Friends of 

Killhope carried out experiments in making charcoal. 
These experiments were successful and in 2003 they 
went a stage further and attempted to smelt some iron 
on the Killhope site. 

The smelting furnace was based on archaeological 
remains of northern medieval furnaces but because 
there are no upstanding remains of these furnaces. the 
exact design was conjectural. 

The stone and clay furnace was built at the end of 
May. During June the clay tuyeres were made and fired 
in a pit that was lined with wood shavings and twigs 
with larger logs placed between the green pot tuyeres. 
The pit was fired for 24 hours and it took over 4 days 
for the pit to cool down enough before it could be 
opened. The manufacture of the tuyeres was succesful 
and they were built into tlie side of the furnace. 

Over the weekend of 5 - 6 July 2003 the group 
attempted to smelt iron, using the charcoal which they 
had made and the furnace they had built. The iron ore 
was donated by Mr Filinson, the owner of Florence 
Mine. Egremont, Cumbria. The ore was roasted over a 
small fire to make it easier to break into small pieces. 

The fire in the furnace was lit using wood and as 
the fire was established, charcoal was added whilst 
working the bellows. With the furnace working, a 
charge of 2 kilo of charcoal and 1 kilo of iron was 
added every 10 minutes. 

Some 8 hours after lighting the furnace it was 
decided to tap the slag. After a bit of poking with an 
iron bar through the slag arch there was a dramatic 
flow of molten slag into the slag pit. Several hard 
lumps of material were then dislodged from the top of 
the furnace. These lumps of material were brittle but 
none of them seemed to be iron bloom, although they 
were magnetic. What had they made? Was it iron. 
magnetite or something else? Samples were taken for 
analysis and time will tell what was made. 

The project had involved a lot of work in making 
the charcoal. building the furnace and ancillary fittings 
and carrying out the smelting process . Many lessons 
have been learnt and it is planned to make another 
attempt to produce some iron bloom in 2004. 
Friends of Killhope Newsletter 

MANDALE QUARRY, SHELDON 
On the day the rains came, a group of Society 

members gathered for a visit to this unique limestone 
quarry. The quarry is also known locally as "Once a 
Weck Quarry" 
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This quarry is over 100 years old but the 
excavation is so small that it looks as though it was 
only recently opened. 

The quarry is small because it is unique in that it 



·---

produces large blocks of limestone that are cut and 
polished to produce decorative panels. No explosives 
can be used in extracting the limestone blocks because 
this would damage the valuable blocks, the only aids to 
getting the blocks being "plugs and feathers". 
Quarryman Andrew Bean gave us a 
demonstration on cutting a block of 
limestone using plug and feathers. We 
were all surprised how easily the rock 
broke after a few very light taps on the 
plugs by a hammer. 

The limestone beds from which 
the blocks are extracted are within 
about 30 feet of the surface but it is 
necessary to remove a large amount of 
inferior limestone to get at the good 
stone. 

work on the part of willing volunteers, last years 
numbers were surpassed by a grand total of three. 

Nearly three hundred visitors took the opportunity 
of guided tours over the site of one of the county· s best 
lead mining relics. Refreshments were enjoyed in the 

The waste material is cut, by 
means of a hydraulic guillotine, into 
facing building blocks. The smaller 
offcuts, and quarried material which is 
too small for conversion into building 
stone, is then sold for use in building 
stone walls. There is. therefore, very 
little waste material at the quarry. the 
only waste being the few inches of soil 
on top of the limestone. This waste is 
tipped in the worked out part of the 
quarry. 

Visitors being shown the area around the main shaft 

The limestone beds contain many 
fossils. There are examples of rare 
fossils, including sharks teeth, as well 
as the common fossils that are found in 
the Derbyshire limestones. Dave 
Penney has spent a number of years 
studying and collecting fossils in this 
quarry. After the formal tour of the 
quarry Dave discussed the fossils 
found in the quarry and helped us all 
search for these elusive renmants of 
living creatures of the past. 

Many thanks to Paul Chandler for organising the 
visit, to Andrew Bean for taking us round the quarry 
and explaining, and demonstrating, the techniques of 
extraction of the limestone blocks and to Dave Penney 
for explaining and showing specimens of the fossils 
found in the quarry. 
Wes Taylor 

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 2003 
The weekend of 13-14 September had beautiful 

weather when Magpie Mine was again opened to the 
public during the National Heritage Weekend. The 
event of 2002 was a hard act to follow, but thanks to 
the warm sunshine, good publicity and a lot of hard 

Photo by Mave Luff 

Relaxing in the Cottage garden 
Photo by Mave Luff 

back garden of the cottage, and a Peak District Mining 
Museum stall was on hand for those who wanted to 
buy a souvenir of their day at Magpie Mine. Visitors 
certainly enjoyed our Field Centre and many 
compliments were received. It is hoped that this event 
inspired at least a few of them into a greater interest in 
the history of lead mining in Derbyshire and, maybe, 
into joining the Society. 

The Open Days at Magpie mine rely on volunteers 
for all aspects of running the event. Personnel are 
required to act as guides, for serving refreshments, 
staffing the Museum stall, car-parking attendants etc. 
Thanks go out to all who took part this year; the 
Society certainly appreciates the time given by all of 
our helpers. 

Next year' s event is already in the planning stage 
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and anyone who would like to join us as a volunteer, in 
any capacity, should contact me: Paul Smith, 71 St 
Norbert Drive, Kirk Hallam, Ilkeston, Derbyshire, 
DE7 4EF. Tel: 0115 9301169. E-mail 
Paulboswdden@aol.com stating a preference for the 
type of job you would like. 

Special thanks are go to Alan Mutter, for his help 
in running the Heritage Weekend this year. and to 
Harry Parker for his publicity expertise. Their 
experience of past years was invaluable. 
Paul Smith 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES - OBSERVATIONS 
AND DISCOVERIES - PART 9 

1. Walled Gin Circle. Tansley Dale. Litton, Derbvshire 
SK 1677 7478. 

At the very head of this dry dale, which is a 
tributary of the larger and deeper Cressbrook Dale, are 
the remains of a walled gin circle alongside a deep 
circular depression at the site of a run-in engine shaft 
associated with this feature. The wall is up to 6 feet 
high in places and holds back discarded gangue 
minerals. Within the area of the circle there is the ruins 
of a small building, erected either as a small coe or 
possibly an agricultural shed. This feature was built 
after the gin became disused as it covers the site of the 
horse walk. 

Documentary evidence suggests that the gin and 
associated shaft were constructed in the 1850s. A very 
detailed Chatsworth Estate map of 184 7 does not show 
this feature at the head of the dale, but the Litton 
Barmaster notes that there was an engine shaft at this 
location in 1860. 

Eastwardly of the gin circle the dale has seen 
much mining activity with numerous large veins and 
smaller scrins still to be seen today. The larger of the 
veins were known as Harbourseats Vein, Hading Vein 
and Secdlow Rake. For reasons unknown, all of these 
veins appear to terminate westwards at the head of 
Tansley Dale on a distinct north south boundary. The 
geological map of the area shows no fault at this 
location. Litton was a private liberty in the possession 
of Lord Scarsdale and it is possible that he agreed to 
miners sinking the engine shaft with gin engine at the 
head of the dale to investigate the veins west wardly at 
depth, under good unspoilt pasture land. If this was the 
case then the venture seems to have been unsuccessful. 

Present: John Barnatt. Chris Heathcote. Jim 
Rieuwerts. Phil Shaw. 

2 . Probable Zinc Calcining Kilns, Dale Mine, 
Warslow, Staffordshire SK 084 585 

In response to the note on this subject in the last 
edition of the newsletter (Short Notes 8). Mr Robinson 

sent the authors a photocopy extract from The Useful 
Metals and Their Alloys. published in 1866. This 
includes a detailed account of the methods of calcining 
and smelting zinc minerals, written by Mr Ox.land of 
Plymouth. This concentrates on large industrial 
structures, whereas the postulated calciners at Dale 
Mine are smaller in scale. However. the text mentions 
that calamine is sometimes ·prepared for smelting in a 
sort of limekiln' \vith the heat ·sometimes maintained 
in the kiln without a blast by having four fire-places 
arranged around the throat of the kilns. so that the heat 
induced may be drawn into it' . It also notes that ·it is 
difficult by simple roasting to decompose the blende' . 
This may suggest the structures at Dale Mine, if for 
processing zinc ore. were only used for Calamine 
rather than Blende. 

Information from R J Robinson. 
In the previous note we also mentioned that the 

slags on the site were inconsistent with those derived 
from the engine house boilers. It has been pointed out 
that this is not true and they indeed may well be from 
here. 

Information from Len Kirkham. 

3. Adit to Probable Basalt Mine, Millers Dale, 
Derbyshire SK 1350 7388 

In response for the request for information on this 
site (Short Notes 8), Alan Keen, a PDMHS member 
and one of the National Park Rangers based at Millers 
Dale, passed on a valuable piece of local knowledge. 
At the base of the quarry. adjacent to its railway siding 
there is the overgrown remains of a pit. where the 
quarry company used to mix tar '"ith basalt. the latter 
said to come from Knotlow. Thus. it may well be that 
the basalt was from the postulated mine. 

Information from Alan Keen. 

4. Openworks, Bacon Rake, Masson Hill, Matlock 
Bath, Derbyshire SK 2775 5865 

In the plantation to the west of the 'Heights of 
Abraham·. on the southern flank of Masson Hill. can 
be seen the surface expression of the powerful Bacon 
Rake. This comprises several areas of narrow and deep 
openworks that have been opened out, in parts, by 20th 
century mineral operators. Some parts show clear signs 
of older origins. There are several small shotholes. 
areas of very tiny picked scratchings and larger 
pick-work, stemple holes for platforms and possible 
ladderways. and a large piece of timber that as been 
channelled out to form a launder. In the most westerly 
range of the rake the old openwork forms a visually 
striking feature that appears to have been untouched by 
the later mineral operators: this part of the rake was 
known as Nestalls Head and was worked pre-1470. 
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Present: Chris Heathcote, Jim Rieuwerts, Phil 
Shaw. 

5. Possible Buddle Trough, Un-named mine, 
Cressbrook Dale, Derbyshire SK 1721 7485 

Atop a large and prominent hillock alongside the 
wall in the dale bottom, which marks the boundary 
between Litton and Wardlow Liberties, are the remains 
of a small coe and a shallow rectangular depression. It 
is possible that this was a small buddle trough or the 
location of a washing vat or dolly. Nearby is the 
blocked entrance to an adit running into the foot of the 
steep daleside, with the range of the vein clearly 
marked by a line of hillocks running up the daleside. 

Present: Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw, Jim 
Rieuwerts. 

6. Henstocks Level, Via Gellia, Middleton by 
Wirksworth. Derbyshire, SK 2683 5650 

This level is unusual in that the short entrance 
stretch through unstable ground is corbelled, where the 
upper part of the drystone-walled sides are coursed 
inwards, with only the central part of the roof formed 
by flat slabs. A little further into the mine, the level has 
been driven through rock with powder, 1.lSing 
exceptionally small shotholes with diameters or only 
about l5-20mm. Taken at face value this could suggest 
particularly early powder work. However, both before 
and beyond this, the passage has larger shotholes of 
typical 18th/ 19th century type; there is no sign that 
different parts of this narrow level has been 
driven/enlarged at distinctly different dates. Thus, this 
evidence highlights the danger of dating mine passages 
solely on the basis of shothole size. It seems highly 
likely that the passage was all driven at the same 
relatively late date, with the miners using a variety of 
borers. Variation in shothole size has been observed 
previously by the authors at the nearby Goodluck 
Mine, again in a passage driven in a single phase. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Terry 
Worthington. 

If you have information on any of the sites noted 
or would like to contribute to future issues of this 
series of notes, please contact: Chris Heathcote, 15 
Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, Stockport, SK12 6TX 
(01298 814822) or John Bamatt, 21 The Front, 
Fairfield, Buxton, Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923), 
(e-mail John.Bamatt(@,btintemet.com). 

ZINC ORE BEING RAISED FOR THE SECOND 
TIME 

Over 3,300 tonnes of zinc ore concentrate from 
the Tara Mine in Ireland were lost when the bulk 
carrier Jambo was wrecked off north west Scotland in 

June 2003. 
An attempt is to be made to salvage the mineral 

using divers. 
Dr I J Brown (Mining Journal 5 September 2003) 

NAMH02004 
The 2004 NAMHO Conference will be held on 

23 - 25 July 2004 at Coniston in the Lake District. It is 
being organised by the Cumbria Amenity Trust Mining 
History Society. 

The theme of the Conference will be "The 
Extractive Industries of Cumbria". There will be a 
varied programme of lectures, underground and 
surface trips, with a Social Event on the Saturday 
night. 

No accommodation will be available at the 
Conference Venue and persons proposing to attend the 
Conference are advised to book accommodation early 
as the Lake District is very busy at the end of July. An 
accommodation list is available on www.catmhs.co.uk, 
www.namho.org or www.mininghistory.org websites. 

Conference booking forms will be available 
during January 2004. The Conference Secretary is 
Sheila Barker, The Rise, ALSTON, Cumbria, CA9 
3DB. E-Mail: sheila.barker@cybermoor.org 

COPY FOR THE APRIL 2004 EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 24 February 2004. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SW ADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LID 

Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No .504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum. The Pavilion, South 
Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR 

Tel:- (01629) .583834. 

SOCIETY WEB SITES 
Society: www.pdmhs.com 

~ www.peakmines.co.uk 
The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and 
may be reproduced without pennission provided due 
acknowledgement is made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society. Copy submitted for publication is not checked by the 
Editor for accuracy. 
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