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SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
24 April Museum event - Matlock Bath.- Page I 
28 April U/G Meet - Bonsal Page 11 
11 May Meets meeting - Cromford Page 11 
18 May Surface walk - Matlock Bath Page 11 
22-23 May U/G Meet - N Wales Page 11 
6June Surfave walk - Chinley Page 11 
15 June Surface walk - Youlgreave Page 12 
29 June U/G Meet - Castleton Page 12 
4 July U/G Meet - Hassop Page 12 
13 July Surface walk - Wensley Page 12 
24-26 Julv NAMHO Conference - Lake District Page 3 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please note that the address for DaveGough, 
Hon Treasurer, is now 48 King St, Seagrave, 
LOUGHBOROUGH, LE12 7L Y. Tel: 01509 814468 

BARMOTE COURT APPOINTMENT 
Regarding this item which featured in Newsletter 

No 109, January 2004, Peter Naylor wishes to make 
it clear that his appointment was temporary until the 
usual bailiff can resume his duties at the next meeting 
of the Court in April 2004. The item suggests that the 
appointment might be pennanent, which it is not. 
Peter Naylor 

OBITUARY 
Professor L R Moore 

Older members will be sony to hear of the death 
in November 2003 of Professor Leslie Moore, aged 
92. He was the head of the Sheffield University 
Geology Department from 1949 until his retirement 
in the late 1970s. He was a good friend to the Society 
in its formative years from 1959 onwards in allowing 
free use of the Geology Department's lecture room, 
duplicator and other facilities. His personal secretary, 
Pat Lunn, was also the Society's Secretary. Amongst 
our oldest members Trevor Ford and the late Bill 
Sarjeant were research students under Prof Moore's 
supervision, whilst Jim Rieuwerts and the late Mike 
Smith were members of his technical staff. Indeed, 
Trevor and Jim first met in that Department, when 
Jim was "shanghaied" into a trip down Odin Mine. 

Prof Moore was the Society's first honorary 
member. Though he took little part in our activities he 
gave us every support. Apart from the Geology 
Department's connections with the Peak District, Prof 
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Moore built up a world-renowned Geology Dept with 
a specialism in palynology, only to see it destroyed 
by "rationalisation" after his retirement. Sheffield 
University no longer has a Geology Department. 
Dr Trevor Ford 

PEAK DISTRICT MINING MUSEUM 
25th ANNIVERSARY 

The Peak District Mining Museum's 25th 
Anniversary celebrations will be held at the Museum 
on 24 April 2004. The celebrations will start at 
2.00pm and continue until the late evening. 

Programme of Events 
Speakers 

John Barnatt A wealth oflndustrial 
Architectural Knowledge 

Bob Metcalf Developments at Pleasley 
Colliery 

Stuart Band Sir Joseph Banks 
Jim Rieuwerts Austrian Recollections 
Lynn Willies Never known to fail us! 

Videos 
Presented by Dave Webb and Lynn Willies. 

If you wish to speak on a topic, or if you have a 
video or other presentation, let us know and we will 
be delighted to make room for you in the programme; 
not more than 30mins per slot. 

Blacksmith and Hearth Demonstration 

The Magpie Murders and the Widow's Curse 



A heart-rending tale - Andy Pollock and the Glee 
Players. 

A Choral Presentation 
Jan and friends regale us. 

Great Pie and Pea Supper 
To be provided by Robin Hall, his henchmen 

and henchwomen. Helpers needed for preparation and 
serving. Bring your own drinks and have £1 ready (£1 
- how can they do it?) to defray the cost. 

We already have a number of members coming 
to this once every 2 5 years show. All are welcome but 
make sure we know who is coming, otherwise no pie 
and peas! 

Those who filled in a form at the AGM have 
been noted as attending. For others who wish to 
attend, and have their pie and peas, please contact the 
Museum, tel: 01629 583834 or send in the form that 
was included in the last Newsletter. 
Alan Mutter 

DESCENT OF THE HIGH RAKE MINE SHAFT 
As part of the ongoing Society project to 

investigate High Rake Mine near Windmill, the 
engine shaft was descended on 18 October 2003. A 
large number of Society members turned up to help 
or watch as we proceeded. Permission for the descent 
was kindly given by the Peak District National Park 
Authority, who own the High Rake site. A video of 
the shaft exploration is being prepared by Dave Webb 
and hopefully will be available in the not too distant 
future. 

The main aim of this exploration was to record 
features in the engine shaft, furthering our 
understanding of how it was designed and used, by 
supplementing and clarifying what we have learned 
from the detailed mine accounts that survive in the 
Bagshaw Collection in the Sheffield Archives. 

The concrete plug in the shaft cap was removed 
and the shaft descended by winch. This fine shaft is 
of exceptional diameter and depth in Peak District 
lead mining terms. It measures 4.20m x 2.35m (13.5ft 
x 7.5ft) across. Water was reached at 98.3m (322.5 
ft). We know from the accounts that the water-filled 
lower part of the shaft was 121m (397 feet deep)! 
However, we do not know to what extent, if any, this 
has been backfilled. The total recorded depth, made at 
the time the mine was abandoned, is 120 fathoms 
(219.3m). 

Alnongst the main discoveries in October last, 
were: 

• The position of balance-bob opening. 
• Timber slots for two bratticings and for 

ladderway platforms throughout. 
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• Details of the shaft ginging, including a 
change from gritstone ashlar to limestone ginging 
at 2.2m depth, with the base of the latter 
supported with arching at 20.0m depth. 
• Below this the shaft continues downwards in 

solid limestone, except for a ginged wayboard at 
35.7-36.9m depth. 
• A level leaves the shaft northwards, in a 

second wayboard, at 51. 7m depth (at floor). This 
is run-in about 3m from the shaft, probably near 
the point it reached the vein. This level was 
probably driven for a trial in old workings, and 
was certainly in use in 1851-52. 
• A second choked level, of uncertain date, 

leaves the shaft northwards at 71.3m depth (at 
floor). This has large cut slots in the shaft sides 
below, for a platform at 74.0m depth, which 
supported the uppermost pump cistern, installed 
in 1844. 
• From a depth of 77.8m to the north and 

83.9m to the south, the shaft is lined with 
finely-made gritstone ashlar, which continues 
down to below the present water level. This was 
built in 1844-45 to make-safe the shaft were it 
passed through the unstable upper parts of the 
exceptionally thick toadstone bed the shaft was 
designed to penetrate. 
• At water level in October 2003, there was an 

in-situ ladder protruding from this on the west 
side, fixed vertically to the ginging. 
Other archaeological and conservation work at 

the High Rake Mine is continuing. Excavations at the 
184 7 winding engine house, boiler house and 
chimney, the raised gin circle and the crushing circle 
are now largely complete. The main focus of attention 
for the last year has been the large 1842-3 Cornish 
pumping-engine buildings. The remains of the boiler 
house, chimney and coal yard have been exposed and 
conserved. Currently the balance-bob platform is 
being investigated and the condenser pit is being 
emptied - now about 4m deep with no sign of a 
bottom! A fine arched opening through the bob wall 
has been revealed which is over 2m high. While the 
buildings here were demolished to ground level in the 
1920s, it is now clear that they were originally 
partially-set below ground to accommodate the 
unusual Simms engine and these parts of the 
buildings survive. We are about to start clearing out 
the engine house itself, while the mine smithy, 
carpenters shop and office remain for the future. 

Over the last few months a systematic search of 
the William Wyatt papers in the Bagshaw Collection 
has been undertaken by Chris Heathcote and the 
author, which has given a detailed picture of the 
history of the mine and complemented the 
interpretation of the structures we have unearthed. 



To remind Society members, we work on the 
first Saturday of every month and visitors are always 
welcome. Guided tours are provided upon request. If 
you fancy coming to lend a hand then do get in touch, 
or just turn up. 

Shaft Exploration Team: Underground 
Terry Worthington - shaft stabilisation and 

identification of archaeological details. 
Dave Webb - photography/video. Andy Gillings, 

Paul Smith, John Wilmot - exploration. 
Shaft Exploration Team: Surface 
John Peel - winch driving. John Barnatt -

archaeological recording/depth measurement. 
Norman Birkett, Keith Gregory, Chris Heathcote, Phil 
Shaw, Dave Williams, Brian Woodhall - support. 
John Barnatt, PDMHS Conservation Team 

NAMH02004 
The 2004 NAMHO Conference will be held on 

24 - 26 July 2004 at the John Ruskin School at 
Coniston in the Lake District. It is being organised by 
the Cumbria Amenity Trust Mining History Society. 

The theme of the Conference will be "The 
Extractive Industries of Cumbria" . The full 
progranune of events (lectures, underground and 
surface trips, and the Saturday night Social Event) has 
been published. This progranune, together with 
booking forms, is now available from the Conference 
Secretary, Sheila Barker, The Rise, ALSTON, 
Cumbria, CA9 3DB. E-Mail: 
sheila.barker@cybermoor.org as well as being on the 
www.catmhs.co.uk, www.namho.org or 
www.mininghistory.org websites. 

Persons proposing to attend the Conference are 
advised to book accommodation early as the Lake 
District is very busy at the end of July. An 
accommodation list is available on the above web 
sites. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
1. What is it! 

The article on kilns by Len Kirkham in 
Newsletter 109 reminded me of a discovery of my 
own. 

About 10 years ago, whilst I was at the Miners 
Standard Inn at Winster, my neighbour Jim Roper 
invited me to look at a small hole which had appeared 
on his land at approx. NGR 254598. A small 
excavation soon revealed a slab which turned out to 
be the top of a flight of steps. With Jim's approval the 
flight was followed down with solid limestone walls 
of shoulder width and a roof made with mitred lintels. 
At the bottom of the steps there was a gritstone "wall" 
with a tiny aperture at its base which reminded me of 
a small Victorian fireplace. Prodding with a crow bar 
on the surface above the steps soon revealed a brick 
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... 
circle about two metres in diameter. This proved to be 
the top of a brick lined kiln which was then 
completely excavated down to the fire door. The 
brick lining, which may not be the original, is vitrified 
above the fire door from the intense heat generated by 
the blast 

The field is marked on old maps as containing 
lime kilns and there is a suggestion that there may be 
more in the same bank adjacent to the one excavated. 

Everybody said it was a lime kiln, but I am not 
convinced. 

Lime wa.S used in large quantities for building 
and agriculture and the kilns 1 know are huge 
structures and are designed to be loaded by the cart 
load. 

Why would anyone go to the trouble of cutting 
down in solid limestone a narrow passage with steps 
to get to the base of the kiln, provide such a small 
door, and leave hardly any room to turn round? It 
would take forever to shovel the material from this 
kiln out and up the steps. 

The only artefact I found in the kiln was the 
bowl of a very ornamental clay pipe with an eagle 
talon clutching the bowl. Is it a lime kiln or was there 
a more valuable product? 
Brian Saville 

2. Peak District Mining Museum 
Over the last few years we have made many 

improvements to the displays in the Peak District 
Mininig Museum. We have put in a lot more colour, 
more information and new sections such as the one on 
geology. We are presently working on the smelting 
display. Robin Hall and the Monday Night Group are 
busy each week and Robin is in the Museum on other 
days doing more work. He also uses his home 
computer to do a lot of the design and printing work. 

But we were not mentioned at the last Society 
Annual General Meeting when all of the other 
projects got a mention. We feel that we have been 
ignored and are rather upset about this omission. 

We do our best to act as the Society's flagship 
and promote the Society and the good work it does. 
Evelyn Dixon 

3. Re Geoffrey Cox 
As you will know, Staffordshire University had 

links with Geoff Cox stretching back over many 
years. Until quite recently we regularly took parties of 
students to Ecton Mine for underground surveying 
practice and geological mapping. We were sorry to 
hear that Geoff passed away last November and we 
would support Lindsey Porter's claim that the 
restarting of the Education Centre would be a fitting 
memorial to Geoff. 

Should Ecton be reopened, we would be keen to 



take students to the mine once again. mining journals (PDMHS, NMRS etc) for sale, plus 
Dr Barry Job piles of mining literature and UK caving club 

newsletters and magazines. These include early issues 
3. Ecton Mine of Descent, British Caver, BSA and CRG 

Having visited Ecton Mine for many years, the publications. Interested? Then please contact me. 
existence of Salt's level has always been an Roy Paulson, Holt House, Holt Lane, Lea 
interesting puzzle. It is clear to me that there must MATLOCK, DE4 5GQ. Tel:- (01629) 534775 
have been activity at this level prior to its construction E-Maill: rpaulson@globinet.co.uk 

... ··· early in the 19th century. The article in Mining History 
by John Barnatt prompts me to draw your attention to KILLHOPE LEAD MINING MUSEUM WINS 
what I think is a significant document in the Boulton TOP AW ARD 
& Watt archive in Birmingham. This shows quite Congratulations to the Killhope Lead Mining 
clearly that in late 1787 there was an 'ore bank' on Museum for winning the accolade as "The 
Ecton Hill about lOOft above the Water level (Deep Guardians's Family Friendly Museum - 2003". The 
Ecton). It also shows a 16 fathom shaft from water award was announced in the Guardian newspaper of 7 
level to the ore bank, and two horse whims, one on February 2004. 
the hill and one in the mine at Water Level. There were 300 nominations for the award, 

including the Victoria and Albert 
~~ Museum in London. The initial 

,//£'~ ~· "' nominations were based on Guardian 
.4. . ... ~ readers' recommendations so Killhope 

$"" ~ must be 
,tt:,~ .. / ~le~~g the people who matter most -

,,. rA its VIsttors. 
2d A"df/:;, Besides the award to Killhope, 

· ,., ~/~;. : Geevor, Llanberis and Ironbridge -~-4~ /A:~ Gorge Industrial Museums, together 
· · · · · "' with the Industrial Archaeology sites 

".:/" 
A second document describes in detail how the 

mine operated in January 1788. From the pump feet 
in the mine (143 fathom from surface), ores were 
raised about half way up the water-engine pumping 
shaft, using a horse whim (16ft diam, 52ft circle) 
placed in the mine at Water Level. The ore was then 
transferred to the Deep Ecton shaft and raised the rest 
of the way to Water level using a similar horse whim 
on the surface of the hill. These whims were replaced 
at the end of 1788, by a beam engine. 
WK Whitehead 

4. Duplicating and surplus publications 
You may know that I print/produce quite a 

number of newsletters, notices etc for a number of 
local caving clubs, plus a lot of the blurb for NCA 
etc. I am now setting up with an A3+ colour copier 
and would obviously welcome any additional "jobs" 
of a similar nature - anything from the odd copy to 
complete newsletters/ 
booklets. Needless to say the charges are way below 
"copy-shop" prices. 

I also have "vast" numbers of surplus early 
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of Rotherham and St Helens, were 
also mentioned in the announcement. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES -
OBSERVATIONS AND 
DISCOVERIES- PART 10 

1. Remains of Miners Coe, Stoney Middleton Dale. 
Derbyshire SK 2228 7579 

The OS twenty-five inch to a mile map dating 
from 1899 shows a gin circle and shaft at the above 
reference. Unfortunately there is no trace of these, 
now probably destroyed/ backfilled by later limestone 
quarrying operations. In the adjacent quarry face a 
mineralised vein can be seen. A large coe nearby, also 
shown on the 1899 map, still survives albeit in a very 
ruinous state and ivy covered. This feature is 
therefore of mining vintage rather than associated 
with later quarrying activity as examination today 
may superficially suggest. The shaft was know by 
miners as the 
21 Fathom Shaft' and intersected the Victory Level 
branch from Moorwood Sough, where it ran beneath 
the dale from east to west (information from Jim 
Rieuwerts). 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote. 



2. Surface Mining Remains south of Carder Low, 
near Hartington. Derbyshire SK 128 623 

High above the upper Dove valley there are 
well-preserved surface features following typical 
Derbyshire lead vein workings. These comprise of 
several capped shafts, some within the remains of 
coes, un-touched hillocks and a possible 
water-storage pond. Nearby, at SK 1298 6238, there 
are the well-preserved remains of a typical farm 
limekiln and associated quarry. ln the dale bottom, to 
the south of the old Ludwell Mill, there is the 
entrance to a large roadside adit leading towards the 
veins on the hillside above. Today, this is about 50 
feet in length, ending at a total collapse, possibly 
from a shaft on the hillside above. The shotholes are 
of large diameter and are drilled inbye. Outside the 
entrance is a relatively small waste tip, a possible 
loading bay and a nearby building that could be of 
mining vintage. Little is known about this adit but it 
seems highly likely that it was driven to intersect the 
above noted veins at depth. 

Present: Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw. 

3. Mining in Northern Dale, near Wensley, 
Derbyshire SK 268 604 

As part of the ongoing research into pre-powder 
mining in the Peak District by John Bamatt and Terry 
Worthington, currently concentrating on Old Ash 
Mine and Lords and Ladies Mine in Northern Dale, 
inspection of nearby underground workings has 
recently started with the help of a small team of 
willing volunteers. 

Amongst those assessed to date, one has been 
found that is of particular interest. On the Lords and 
Ladies side of the valley, running south from the 
upper entrance of this mine to the top end of the dale, 
there are a series of hillock, following the rough line 
of the same cave system which followed mineralised 
flatings that lower down the valley were extensively 
mined at Old Ash Mine and Lords and Ladies Mine. 
The impression is that some of the hillocks derive 
from 'opencasts' where the mineralisation and caves 
had been bisected by the steep dry valley. However, a 
superficially-unpromising small hole in the daleside 
here has been found to lead to further underground 
workings. This hole was entered and subsequently 
enlarged slightly where the silted bedding cave/mine 
was prohibitively low a short way in. Here and 
beyond the flattings have clear evidence of firesetting 
and there is a fine example of a fireset shaft rising 9m 
to a stone capping; there is no clear evidence for this 
at surface, although the slabs must be just beneath the 
turf! Beyond the shaft there is a large natural 
chamber with packs of deads, where miners have 
removed sediments, probably in the 18th or 19th 
century. At the lower end of the chamber, low 
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passages, one fireset, are part-filled with clay derived 
from underground ore processing. Lower workings, at 
the base of a short internal 'shaft', have still to be 
adequately assessed; on the first trip one member of 
the party of two climbed down but shortly had to 
return due to light failure. 

While there were no clear signs of previous entry 
by mine explorers into these workings, enquiries have 
revealed that they were entered several years 
previously by members of OP Mole (information 
from John Wilmot and Tony Wood). 

At the top of the valley a short ginged shaft 
amongst the hillocks drops to a sediment-filled 
bedding cave. The miners have dug through these 
sediments northwards for about 20m, exposing 
mineralised sides. Here there is trial pickwork, but the 
mineralisation is largely calcite and barytes and no 
ore extraction took place. 

Present: John Bamatt, John Highfield, Ray 
Marsh, Jon Scaif, Terry Worthington. 

4. Low Mine, Bonsall. Derbyshire SK 281 585 
This mine has overgrown remains, mostly in 

concrete, of a small 20th century mining venture. 
Near the lower end there is a rare example of the 
footings of a dressing plant, built into the slope, with 
a series of terraced platforms and concrete bases that 
would have supported the dressing equipment. At the 
top end of the mine (SK 284 585), beyond a choked 
opencut, there are further traces of concrete 
structures, presumably a second dressing plant, now 
very disturbed. These lie next to the top of a 
backfilled oval engine shaft, with the top courses of 
the ginging visible; this is presumably of earlier origin 
but reused in the 20th century. If anyone has memory 
or documentation of this mine when in use, please 
could they contact the authors, as it would be valuable 
to record its history and what equipment was installed 
on the dressing floors. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Terry 
Worthington. 

5. Possible Gin Circle, Masson Hill, Matlock Bath. 
Derbyshire SK 2904 5881 

Close to and above the back entrance to the 
Great Mason show cave/mine, footpath erosion by 
visitors has revealed a curved stretch of drystone 
walling adjacent to the top of Tinkers Shaft. This may 
define the edge of a small gin circle, but the ground 
here is so disturbed that interpretation is uncertain. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Terry 
Worthington. 

If you have information on any of the sites 
noted or would like to contribute to future issues 
of this series of notes, please contact: Chris 



Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 
Stockport, SK12 6TX (01298 814822) or John 
Bamatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, Derbys, 
SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923), (e-mail 
J ohn.Bamatt@btinternet.com). 

NEWS FROM THE PEAK DISTRICT MINING 
MUSEUM 

As well as providing a showcase for the 
society in Matlock Bath, the Museum goes out to 
meet the public. One such event was held in early 
November 2003 at the Arkwright Centre, Arkwright 
Town, near Chesterfield. The occasion was a high 

profile local history day organised by the committee 
for the Victoria County History of Derbyshire. This 
ambitious project continues and expands on the work 
begun in the early years of the twentieth century 
following which two general volumes were published. 
The ultimate aim is to provide a standardised 
historical account for every parish in the county. It 
was fitting therefore that the Society was invited to 
provide a presence. Robin Hall and Frank Robinson 
took the museum/society's display boards and a 
selection of merchandise which proved very popular. 
The event was very well attended by the public and 
provided valuable publicity for the Museum and 

the Society. This aspect of the 
Museum's work is one 
which is sometimes overlooked. 

Later in the same month 
the Society AGM was held in 
the Pump Room at the Museum 
and this afforded members an 
opportunity to catch up on latest 
developments and hear the 
excellent talks which preceded 
the official part of the meeting. 
It was perhaps unfortunate that 
the retiring chairman forgot to 
mention the valuable role 
played by the Museum in 
presenting the Society and its 
work to a wider audience. 

Robin Hall explaining the work of the Society to the public at the 

Several new display 
projects have been taking shape 
at the Museum. In particular, the 
restoration and display of one of Victoria County History Local History day. Photo by Robin Hall 

The "bucket" from the Millclose Aerial Ropeway installed in the Museum 
Photo by Robin Hall 
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the original "buckets" from the 
aerial flight which connected 
Millclose Mine with Darley 
Bridge. The remains were 
excavated some years ago when 
the old coach house to Cowley 
Hall was extended and 
refurbished as the European 
headquarters of Ecobat. The 
badly buckled remains were 
straightened out with the aid of 
heavy hammers and a 
blacksmith's anvil and can now 
be seen suspended over the 
mezzanine floor in the museum. 

This aerial ropeway, or 
'flight', ran from the "Crows 
Nest" on Jumbo Engine House 
at Millclose Mine to Old Hay 
across the River Derwent, the 
site of the present picnic area 
near the cricket ground, a 
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distance of 3,062 feet (934 metres). The structure is 
thought to have been built around 1914, a time of 
good profits for the mine and the increasing use of 
coal for the pumping engines, winding engines, 
compressors and electricity generators required to 
provide normal mine services. As well as carrying 
coal to the mine, the ropeway carried down "gravel" 
which was mainly waste calcite from the dressing 
plant for sale as decorative spar. The arrangement 
saved a journey of about one mile (1.6 kilometres) by 
horse and cart over the river and up Cowley hill to the 
mine. 

The ropeway was installed by Bullivants and it 
was said, in a report of 1923, to have a speed of 450 
feet/minute (137 metres/minute) with a capacity of 
10-12 tons of coal up and 20 tons of gravel down 
(10-12 tonnes and 20 tonnes) per hour. The 
mechanism was driven by a l 6bhp electric motor that 
was made by John Davis of Derby and which 
operated at 110 volts DC and rotated at 5 70 rpm. 

Two men were needed at each end to load and 
discharge the buckets of coal or gravel. Since the coal 
arrived at Darley Dale railway station no more than 
300 metres from the loading point at Old Hay, it 
involved extra handling in moving the coal by horse 
and cart from the station. Tom Wright, the local coal 
merchant, had the exclusive contract to supply coal 
from his yard near the railway which may have had 
some bearing on the matter. He was also a director of 
Millclose Mines. 

At risk to both his life and his job, Joe Webster 
once rode the aerial flight across the river for a bet. 

The flight was used for about 15 years only. 
After this time the coal was moved by motor lorry 
saving manpower and maintenance on the ropeway. 
Tom Wright was still supplying the coal, 14 loads 
each day with a stockpile of 28 loads for the 
weekend. 
Stuart Band 

WANTON VANDALISM ON ECTON HILL 
A recent inspection of the shaft tops on Ecton 

Hill revealed a potentially serious interference with 
the entrance to Dutchman's Level. The water from 
this level is the water supply to the cottages below 
Ecton Hill in the Manifold Valley and any 
contamination of Dutchman's Level could have 
serious consequences for the inhabitants of the 
cottages. 

Someone has tried to force their way into the 
level by removing the way sleepers and soil cover at 
the portal and trying to gain entry above the gate. 

Although the attempt to gain access was 
unsuccessful, the soil and timbers have dropped into 
the level and blocked the water outlet, thereby raising 
the water level in the adit to a dangerously high level 
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at the dam, from behind which the domestic water 
supply is piped to the valley bottom. This blockage to 
the water flowing out of the level could have resulted 
in farm stock contaminated water flowing back over 
the dam and contaminating the domestic water 
supply. 

The immediate threat to the water supply has 
been removed and a permanent repair to the entrance 
will be carried out when the weather improves. 
Nobody wishes to spend another day digging out the 
level, clad in a wet suit, with freezing rain and sleet 
on Ecton Hill fu the winter. 

Will members spread the message - KEEP 
AWAY FROM WORKINGS AT ECTON. Further 
damage on the Hill could compromise any future 
possibility of a sensible long term access agreement 
that we all may enjoy in the future. 
Len Kirkham 

BOOK REVIEWS 
1. A History of the Matlocks by Peter J. Naylor. 
Landmark Publishing, Ashbourne Hall, Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire. 2003. 192pp. Softback. £16.95. ISBN l 
84306 081 7. 

This local history is a compilation by a former 
Society Secretary of almost everything one can think 
of connected with the Matlock area. Whilst it has only 
one chapter (out of fourteen) on mining and quarrying 
there is lot of background on the people involved to 
varying degree in those pursuits. The book is well 
illustrated in black and white. It is worthy of a place 
on the bookshelf of anyone interested in the Peak 
District and its mineral activities. 
Trevor Ford 

2. "Pits - A Pictorial History of Mining" by John 
Threlkeld. 2003, Wharncliffe Books. Cost £16.99. 

This is a combined volume of Pits 1, published 
in 1987 with an enlarged edition in 1993, and Pits 2 
which was published in 1989. 

The book tells us something of the history of 
coal-mining in the Barnsley area from its early 
development before 833, through its growth, 
particularly in Victorian times, to its demise in the 
1990's. It tells of the struggles of the miners to win 
this vital fuel which not only warmed peoples homes 
but which powered most of the industry and transport 
in this country; coal to power steam engines for 
factories; coal for trains and ships; coal-fired power 
stations and much more. 

Many of the disasters are described with 
reproductions of accounts from newspapers, together 
with the stories of survivors and of the families who 
sometimes lost several members all at the same time. 

There is a chapter on Mining Memories, often 
quite moving accounts of how someone survived 



while his mates close by died; or of a mother whose 
son was reluctant to go to work one day and who was 
killed by a roof fall; and the young nurse who was 
helping wash the bodies of miners killed in an 
explosion and who recognises some of the lads she 
was at school with. 

There are many photographs, reproductions of 
drawings and engravings and lists of disasters 
although it has not been able to include all of the 
material from the previous books. 

This is an interesting account of an industry 
which lasted over 1200 years in this area but which 
has now disappeared. 
Evelyn Dixon 

3. "Griselda Carr. Pit Women; Coal Communities in 
Northern England in the Early Twentieth Centmy", 
Merlin Press, London, 2001, 174 pp, paperback, 
ISBN 0-85036-495-7. Cost £12.95 

Given what little I know of the publisher, 
reinforced by the flyers enclosed with the review 
copy, I fully expected this book to follow a left wing 
agenda but it does not. Carr's approach to the role of 
women in mining communities is realistic as it 
portrays the st:Iuggle to maintain a better standard of 
life in an increasingly fragile coal using economy. 

In the first half of the 20th century mining 
communities around the deep collieries of Yorkshire 
and the north-east of England were dedicated pit 
villages. Serving one or more collieries, they were 
inhabited virtually entirely by miners and associated 
workers occupying houses rented from or provided 
free by the colliery. Much of the housing stock and 
infrast:Iucture, dating from the mid 19th century, was 
inadequate although new villages were being built in 
Yorkshire to serve the new deeper pits in the 1920s 
and 30s. Outside the family group, social activity for 
miners centred on the male only clubs; for the women 
there was chapel, the neighbours and little else. 
However, with a large family to look after, there was 
scant time available for socialising, particularly with 
husbands and sons working on different shifts. Carr 
provides us with a well written account of the 
women's st:tuggle to manage their life within such a 
physically restricted environment. 

The book begins with a brief history of the 
developments affecting the coal industry in the early 
20th century but the author clearly finds herself more 
at ease with the social rather than the economic 
aspects of mining. She makes good use of the 
statistical evidence to back up her arguments for the 
poor living conditions/high birth rate and the high 
infant mortality amongst coal mining families. 
Central to the women's role, child bearing and rearing 
are seen for what they were - security of income. A 
miner's family were at their ecomomic peak once the 
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male children were in employment but unmarried. 
Yet there was little thought given to saving for 
the later, less affluent period. Miners on the whole did 
not look far into the future, they lived for the present, 
adopting a fatalistic attitude to work practices which 
greatly increased the risk of accidents. Success in 
mining prior to large scale mechanisation relied on 
strength and team work within small partnerships. 
Social activity brought the men together, through the 
clubs, but it was major events - accidents and strikes -
which brought the whole community, including the 
women, together. It was at such times that the women 
came to the forefront in supporting the family and the 
community. Carr finds similarities, and contrasts, 
between the role of women in the early 20th century 
and that during the miners strike of 1984-5. No more 
so than in their treatment of 'black leg' labour, 
although there is little mention of the wives of those 
who chose to work. Political and social activists 
amongst the women were evidently few and formal 
organisation to forward the cause of women in the 
mining communities generally short-lived. Not 
surpising given the lack of what we today would call 
leisure time - any long term committment to the cause 
would mean turning her back on the community and 
it is not surprising that the activists were, for the 
most, middle class rather than miner's wives. 

Carr has used her personal and family 
experience, combine with the historical evidence, to 
provide us with hard hitting but realistic account of 
the life of women in the half century running up the 
nationalisation of the coal industry. Certainly worth 
reading. 
Dr Peter Claughton 

VISIT TO FAULD MINE, STAFFORDSHIRE 
Having heard of "BRITONS LARGEST 

EXPLOSION", I was delighted to receive an 
invitation to join a party of 7 Crewe Caving Club 
colleagues for a trip into the Gypsum Mine that was 
at the epicentre of the explosion in 1944. 

Suitably clad in the gear provided, we boarded a 
8 seater Land Rover and set off on the 5 mile 
underground drive to the working faces. The initial 
part of the journey is very disorienting through old 
pillar and stall workings, walled off in places, and 
said to be full of old plant and machinery that has 
probably been flattened by floor heave. 

After leaving this maze the modern passages 
follow a more logical grid layout. After about 3 miles 
the main fault was reached. The transit of the fault 
zone involved driving down a 1 in 6 dip under the 
fault, and driving up an incline back up to the original 
horizon. The lower level was the only area with roof 
support seen in the mine. 

On arrival at the production face we were in time 
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to see a huge machine drilling 4 off 2m x 50mm 
diameter shot holes simultaneously. The same 
machine then charged the holes with ANFO, ie an 
ammonia nitrate/fuel oil paste. The holes are then 
stemmed and fired in the normal way 

Working conditions are comfortable but very 
noisy due to total mechanization. The output averages 
2000 tonnes per 2 shift day with a 10 man work 
force. The mineral mined is Gypsum Anhydrite and 
the only customer is the cement industry. Good 
quality Alabaster is also present in the mine but it is 
not considered worthwhile to extract. It is cheaper to 
import this mineral. One wonders how long this 
dedicated workforce and management can survive 
against the "Import Everything" fools. 

On our return to the day, a study of the mine 
plan revealed an unbelievably complex area of 
workings with some l30km of passages in the mine. I 
was surprised to see that the area affected by the 
explosion was small, considering the thousands of 
tons of explosive that detonated and the resultant loss 

oflife. See DESCENT No 163 for more 
information. 
Len Kirkham 

ST AIDANS OPENCAST COAL SITE, LEEDS 
An end of an era - the start of a new one. 
Over the last 25 years the Society has visited this 

opencast coal site on several occasions. The site 
finished coal production last year and is now under 
restoration. 

This site was England's largest inland site, over 
600 acres in area, and it was due to be completed by 
1991 with over 6 million tons of coal recovered. In 
1988, however, there was a highwall collapse 
allowing the River Aire and, by reversing the flow, 
the River Calder to cascade down a 75m waterfall 
into the void. This lake, 3/4ml x l/4ml, took about 10 
years to clear and the completion of the coal 
extraction was delayed by about 12 years. This delay 
meant that the site retained machinery of a past age 
longer than other sites, namely the two large walking 
draglines and three massive 400 ton electric rope 
shovels . 

During the visits, PDMHS members have seen 
the site develop to full production to a depth of 75m, 
the many "old mans" workings from the seven deep 
mines formerly in the area, the flooding, the array of 
large equipment, the diversion of the River Aire and 
Aire and the Calder Navigation canal over a 2ml 
stretch into a new channel. St Aidans has been rail 
connected until recently and also canal connected - its 
Caroline Staithes was built in 1980 to replace the 
earlier Astley Staithes, and continued in use until last 
year - the last staithe on an opencast site in the UK. 
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PDMHS members have also helped in forming 
the Friends of St Aidans Walking Dragline which was 
instrumental in preserving Britain's oldest large 
walking dragline, now a popular tourist feature. 
Unfortunately the other much larger dragline on site, 
the Rapier 2000, is now being cut up and the three 
electric shovels are also being cut up for scrap. The 
recent attempt to save one of the electric shovels has 
failed. (See Mining History Vol 14 No 4, Summer 
2000 for the story of the large walking draglines). 

Elsewhere in the UK there are still four large 
WDs but three,.,of these are about to be scrapped, only 
one is working but only for about a further six 
months. Soon St Aidans machine, a BE1150 will be 
Britains sole survivor. The preservation body, the 
Friends, are now nearly 100 members strong, a 
goodly increase on the 8 PDMHS committee 
members who formed the nucleus group back in 
1997. The Friends are most grateful for the £25.00 
donation from PDMHS that was used "to get it all 
started". 

Members of PDMHS are welcome to join the 
Friends or to come along to any of the Open Days 
when the BE 1150 is open to visitors. The Open Days 
in 2004 will be June 19 or September 11and12. Full 
details of these open days are available from the 
Newsletter Editor (Wes Taylor). 
I J Brown 

INVESTIGATIONS OF SHAFTS ON FLAGG 
MOOR 

At the request of the National Trust, a team of 
PDMHS and Masson Caving Group members, with 
Paul Mortimer from the National Trust, was 
assembled on the 6 November 2003, to investigate 
shafts on National Trust land. These shafts lay west of 
the well-known mines at Crimbo and Whalfe Pipes 
(Knotlow and Hillocks Mines), on a series of small 
veins where many small surface hillocks and cast 
holes survive. Eleven shafts, mostly capped with 
concrete sleepers, and a small near-horizontal 
working, had been identified previously and all these 
were examined. Seven of the shafts were enterable 
and were explored underground. This was done 
working in three teams. A detailed report has been 
prepared for the National Trust, which is summarised 
here. 

All shafts examined were small circular 
climbing/drawing shafts with ginging in their upper 
parts. They were created using gunpowder, the size of 
the shotholes indicating an 18th or 19th century date. 
In all but one case they were clearly sunk to only 
relatively short depths, (7.5m to 23.0m), as trials into 
relatively small veins, entering underground parts that 
had not been previously mined. One shaft had been 
sunk deeper, had internal winzes and walled-up levels 
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and was presumably a somewhat more ambitious trial 
which reached a depth of at least 39.Sm. Each shaft 
had been sunk on the veins, down into unworked 
ground and then trial levels and short stopes created. 
All the shafts had been somewhat deeper than they 
are now, as they all had rubble at the floor (except 
one that had been partly backfilled). This may well be 
explained in some cases by the stopes being 
somewhat deeper, with deads stacked in their upper 
parts on wooden stemples which have now collapsed. 
In other cases the rubble may be shallow, resulting 
from partial collapse of ginging and of beehive caps. 

The shafts inspected are only a proportion of 
what originally existed. Not only were there sleepered 
but now filled examples, but the sites of others that 
can be identified from distinctive slightly larger and 
higher mounds along the veins. There was no 
evidence that ore of economic worth was found 

It was not clear whether the surface hollows and 
hillocks that follow the veins are also of 18 or 19 
century date. It may be that the surface work was 
done immediately before the shafts were sunk 
underground. Clearly, from the small size of the 
surface hollows and hillocks, and their continuous 
nature (where not removed), each vein was followed 
as shallow opencasts, but no large quantities of ore 
were found. This may have prompted the sinking of 
the shafts at relatively regular intervals to check if 
they were intennittently richer at depth. Alternatively, 
it may be that the surface work is significantly earlier 
(of unknown date), and that later generations of 
miners re-investigated the veins to see if profitable 
ore could be found underground. 

The Shafts 
Shaft l; c. SK 1333 6681. 
Depth 9.5m. Below the ginging it is sunk for a 

short distance through an unmined vein, below which 
there are short trial stopes, one with a small stack of 
<leads on a staging with two in-situ wooden stemples. 

Shaft 2; c. SK 1340 6681. 
No shaft found. The position given is within a 

shallow quarry and there are no recognisable vein 
workings here. 

Shaft 3; c. SK 1357 6710. 
Backfilled to surface. 
Shaft 4; c. SK 1362 6710. 
Depth 7.5m, ginging partly collapsed. Below the 

ginging it is sunk for a short distance through an 
unmined vein, below which to the east there is a trial 
stope much of which has been filled with a pack of 
deads. To the west there appears to be a level 
following the vein at the present base of the shaft, 
which has been walled up with a drystone pack. 

Shaft 5: c. SK 1363 6727. 
Depth 23m. Below the ginging it is sunk through 
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an unmined vein, with five short trial levels all ending 
at forefields, at between 7.5m depth and the shaft 
base. 

Horizontal Working 6; c. SK 1358 6727. 
A small hole in a shallow opencut pit, with slabs 

above, enters a short accessible section of narrow 
natural water-worn rift cavity. 

Shaft 7: c. SK 1349 6738. 
Within the grass-covered footings of a small coe. 

Depth 13m, ginging partly-collapsed and dangerous. 
The upper intact ginging to the west has the stumps of 
two wooden climbing stemples, one above the other. 
Near the present floor of the shaft there is an in-situ 
climbing stemple across the vein. Below 7. Sm depth, 
the vein has short trial stopes, eastwards ending at a 
forefield, westwards at unsupported <leads. 

Shaft 8; c. SK 1377 6716. 
Run-in shaft - not enterable. 
Shaft 9: c. SK 1380 6710. 
Backfilled to near surface. 
Shaft 10: c. SK 1381 6697. 
Partly-backfilled - current depth 5.5m. Below 

the ginging to the east the vein cavity pinched-in 
almost immediately to an unmined 'forefield'. To the 
west the vein cavity had modem backfill. 

Shaft 11; c. SK 1430 6663. 
Depth of shaft from surface 25m, with rubble 

backfill at the present base. Below the ginging it has 
been sunk through unmined vein. Rope and possibly 
steel cable wear groves in several places. At 18.Sm 
down the shaft a level follows the vein eastwards, 
partly driven in a natural fissure. Opposite, to the 
west, there is a second level that has been filled with 
<leads and walled-up. The eastern level is presently 
9m long with an internal winze downwards at the end. 
Beyond this it has been walled-up. This internal 
winze was l 5m deep from where there is a level 
heading back westwards for 7m to a second winze 
that is currently about 6m deep. At its top there is 
rubble filling a ledge, which may well be at the base 
of the backfill in the surface shaft. Some of this stone 
may have descended down the second winze. This 
had no levels leading off in the visible section. 

Shaft 12: c. SK 1449 6669. 
Depth 9.5m. Below the ginging it is sunk 

through an unmined vein. At the base of the shaft 
there is a level going eastwards, which is about 3 .5m 
long, and partly backfilled with stone, nearly reaching 
the roof at the far end. 

The Investigation Team was: John Bamatt 
(PDMHS/MCG), Norman Birkett (PDMHS), Andy 
Gillings (PDMHS), John Highfield (MCG), Ray 
Marsh (PDMHS/MCG), Paul Mortimer (National 
Trust), John Peel (PDMHS), Jon Scaife 
(PDMHS/MCG), Dave Webb (PDMHS/MCG), Dave 



~ 

~ 

Williams (PDMHS) and Teny Worthington 
(PDMHS). 
John Barnatt 

SOCIETY MEETS 
1. Clatterway Level. Bonsall 

Wednesday 28 April 2004 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Evening visit to this quite extensive mine 

complex. Easy grade, dry trip. Majority of passages 
are of stooping/crawling size. Bring those kneepads. 
For further information on this mine, see Mining 
History Vol 14, No 6. 

Meet 7.15pm outside 'Greyhound Hotel', 
Cromford. 

2. Society "Meets Programme" meeting. Cromford 
Tuesday 11 May 
Venue: Bell Inn, Cromford 
Time: From 7 .30pm. 
Organiser: Paul Chandler, PDMHS Meets 

Co-ordinator. 
Tills meeting has been arranged for all PDMHS 

members who are interested in Society Meets. The 
idea of the meeting is to try to formulate a more 
comprehensive Society Meets Programme. Tills is 
your opportunity to have your say on what YOU 
would like to see in the Programme. A few ideas. 
Perhaps you would like to see more nderground 
meets both midweek and weekend, like to get your 
teeth into a Society Project, like the Society to 
organise a programme of speakers, both internal and 
external, to present illustrated talks on a range of 
topics during the winter months, or like to see more 
joint meets with like-minded organisations. 

If you cannot attend this meeting, please phone 
or write with your ideas to Paul Chandler. 

3. Mining Heritage Walk* - Old Show Caves of 
Matlock Bath 

Tuesday 18 May 2004 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Short walk visiting locations of various Matlock 

Bath "Show Caves". Drink and buffet (optional) at 
the Princess Victoria, Matlock Bath. 

Meet 7pm outside PDMHS Mining Museum, 
Matlock Bath. 

4. North Wales Mines Weekend 
Sat 22 May - Sun 23 May 2004 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
PDMHS members and guests are welcome to 

attend for the weekend or individual trips. The base 
for the weekend will be Llandudno where there is 
plenty of accommodation for all tastes. An ideal 
opportunity to bring along your non-mining partner, 

11 

as there are plenty of things to do, both in Llandudno 
and on the Isle of Anglesey. 

Saturday - Pazys Mountain Copper Mine. 
Anglesey 

Easy/moderate oversuit/boilersuit grade trip. 
Fixed ladders to climb, some short crawls. Due to the 
acidity and secondary deposits, wellingtons, gloves 
and a boilersuit should be worn. Wellingtons rather 
than boots are recommended as some areas are above 
ankle deep in water. Photographic, but not video 
equipment, may be taken underground but 
precautions must be taken against the ingress of dirt 
and acidic moisture. Websites 
www.rhosybolbach.freeserve.co. uk/ugtour.htm and 
www.parysmountaln.co.uk are well worth a visit. 

The Parys Mountain mine complex, including 
the Amlwch Port, was featured on the BBC 2 
programme Restoration in 2003. 

Sunday - Great Orme Copper Mines. Llandudno 
Easy/Moderate grade oversuit/boilersuit trip. 

Fixed ladders to climb. Bring camera The visit is 
courtesy of the Great Orme Exploration Society 
(GOES) and the party size limited to 15. A list of 
names of people attending this trip has to be sent to 
GOES in advance of trip. Bookings deadline for this 
trip is 14 May. 

5. Craken Edge Quarries. Chinley. Derbys 
Sunday 6 June 2004 
Joint leaders: Paul Chandler and Chris 

Heathcote. 
Tills is a short walk visiting disused gritstone 

quarries, with an optional underground visit to a 
gritstone mine located in one of the quarries. Other 
items of interest on this site include, remains of a 
winding engine that was used on a tramway incline, 
and the remains of a crane in one of the quarries. 
Subject to favourable weather, the views from the 
quarries are superb. Bring your usual walking gear 
plus lamp, helmet and boilersuit for the mine visit. 
Don't forget camera and binoculars for those 
hopefully spectacular views. O/S map Dark Peak: 
Explorer OL 1 will be useful. 

PLUS, time permitting 
A visit to the nearby Buxworth Basin to view 

various industrial sites. 
Meet 10.00am at the layby on A624 Hayfield 

Road at Chinley Head (NGR 049848). 

6. Mining Heritage Walk* - Alport Area. 
Y oulgreave. Derbys 

Tuesday 15 June 2004 
Leader: Tony Wood. 
Walk visiting various mine sites, including the 



enormous PAGES SHAFT. Followed by drink and 
buffet (optional) at the George Hotel, Y oulgreave. 

Meet 7.00pm outside George Hotel, Youlgreave. 

7. Treak Cliff Cavern, Castleton 
Tuesday 29 June 2004 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
This visit to the Show Cave is being led by Peter 

Harrison (Cavern Proprietor), and will include a 
demonstration of the turning of the 'Blue John' stone. 
The cave will be cool, so wear warm clothing. Helmet 
etc is not required. Bring a camera. There are a lot of 
steps to climb, both on the surface and underground. 
Maximum party size of20. Evening visit. Cost of 
visit £4.80 (Adults) and £2.50 (Children). To book 
your place(s), meeting time etc,contact Paul Chandler. 

8. Mines of Hassop Common, Hassop 
Sunday 4 July 2004 
Joint leaders: Andy Tickle and Paul Chandler. 
Visits will be made to the Harrybecca Mine, plus 

a visit to the surface remains ofBrightside Mine (with 
permission of the landowner, Mr Stevenson). 

Hanybecca Mine adits - Grade moderate 
oversuit trip. Main incline steeply inclined with the 
possible use of a handline. Optional side level off the 
incline has a tight exit. 

Hanybecca Mine shafts - This is a difficult grade 
oversuit trip. The shafts are of various depths. The 
shallow shafts will be rigged for ladder/abseil and 
possibly SRT. Harrybecca Engine Shaft (about 200ft 
deep) may be rigged for SRT. 

See PDMHS Bulletins Vol 6, Nos 1 & 2 for 
further information. 

Meet 10.00am at Moor Lane, Longstone 
Edge(NGR 204732). 

9. Mining Heritage Walk* - Old Millclose Mine 
Area, Wensley 

Tuesday 13 July 2004 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Short walk visiting various mine sites in this 

area. Followed by drink and buffet (optional) at Three 
Stags pub. 

Meet 7.00pm outside 'Three Stags' pub, Darley 
Bridge. 

For further information on any of the meets, 
accomodation in Llandudno or trip bookings, contact 
Paul Chandler. Tel: 01246-220773 or write (enclose 
sae) to, 12 Darwent Road, Tapton, Chesterfield, 
Derbys, S41 OUE. 

*NOTES on the Mining Heritage Walks 
a. Bring usual walking gear 
b. Buffet following walks will comprise; chips, 
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sandwiches etc, and will cost between £1.50 to £3 a 
head. Thanks to Tony for arranging these buffets. 

c. If you require further information contact 
Tony Wood, Tel: 01629-650162 Mobile: 
07855-830207. 

d. Further information on all of these walks can 
be found in 'Lead Mining in the Peak District', edited 
by TD Ford & J H Rieuwerts (2000 edition). 

TRAINING EVENTS. 
Single rope techniques (SRT) - includes abseiling 

Any members who are interested in an 
"Introduction to SRT" day course, which includes the 
loan of a SRT rig and One to One (or two) 
instruction, should contact the PDMHS Training 
Co-ordinator. 

These training courses will be run in conjunction 
with the Masson Caving Group, who can provide 
SRT personal rigs, SRT ropes and the services of 
their Training Officer. A small charge will be payable 
for this service. 

The Masson Caving Group organise regular SRT 
training sessions and regular SRT trips for all levels 
of abilities. To take part in these Masson Caving 
Group activities, or for further information, please 
contact PDMHS Meets Co-ordinator, Paul Chandler 
(who is also a Masson Caving Group member). 

COPY FOR THE JULY 2004 EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 5 June 2004. Copy, articles, photographs, 

letters etc should be sent to:-
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DEl2 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315 . 

E-Mail:- wes@wtaylor44.fsnet.co.uk 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, The 
Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, 

Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. 
Tel:- (01629) 583834. 

SOCIETY WEB SITES 
Society: www.pdmhs.com 
Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk 
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