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SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
27 July Surface walk - Cromford Page4 

Page 16 
Page4 
Page4 
Page9 
Page 11 
Page4 
Page4 
Pages 
Pages 
Page 5 
Page 5 

24-26 July NAMHO Conference - Lake District 
10 August Surface walk - Winster 
S September U/G Meet - Midleton 
11-12 September Open Day - Magpie Mine 
11-12 September Open Day - St Aidans 
14 September U/G Meet- Matlock Bath 
25 September Surface Walk - Ashover 
28 September Slide presentation - Matlock Bath 
3 October U/G Meet - Castleton 
12 October U/G Meet - Ashford in the Water 
19 October U/G Meet - Via Gellia 

ADDENDUM TO LAST EDITION 
The e-mail address for Roy Paulson (page 4) 

should be "rpaulson@globalnet.co.uk" 

ARM TWISTING TIME. 
Would you like to be involved in the running of 

your Society ? 
The constitution of the Peak District Mines 

Historical Society Ltd requires that the membership 
of the Management Committee is regularly changed. 
Whilst this is good from the viewpoint of stopping 
dictatorial reigns of terror, it does cause much head 
scratching and arm twisting during the run-up to the 
AGM. 

We are now actively looking for Officers of 
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the Society and the posts of Hon Secretary, Hon 
Treasurer and Deputy Chairman are currently up for 
grabs. The post of Hon Secretary, which was not 
filled at the last AGM, involves some work but it is, 
of course, all the more satisfying for that. For those 
with itchy calculator fingers, they will have their day 
at the AGM in November 2004 when our current Hon 
Treasurer resigns, but for the man or woman who has 
everything why not think about the role of Deputy 
Chairman, which will also become vacant in 

November. 
We would really love to have enough 

nominations to hold an election at the next AGM -
last year the AGM was livened up by the need to hold 
elections for Ordinary Council Members. So, anyone 



who is even vaguely interested but uncertain as to 
what is involved can contact me for information, 
persuasion and coercion ... 

Looking at the current situation regarding 
Society Officers in a more serious manner, if 
members do not come forward to take up these 
positions, then the future of the Society will be in 
serious doubt. 
John Thorpe 
Acting Hon Secretary 

THE DEATH OF HIS GRACE THE 11th DUKE 
OF DEVONSHIRE 

The 11th Duke of Devonshire passed away late 
in the evening of 3rd of May 2004. He was 84 years 
old. I learned of his death with great sadness early the 
following morning having innocently telephoned 
Chatsworth House to make an appointment to spend 
yet another day in the archives at the House. I spent 
the day there anyway, it was his wish that the House 
should remain open to visitors, but the atmosphere 
'below stairs' was very muted. 

His obituaries in the national broadsheets have 
dealt in great detail with his long life, public service 
and achievements and they need no repitition here. 
This tribute recalls only personal memories and his 
links wi.th the Peak District Mines Historical Society. 

His Grace was a very good friend to the Society. 
He took a keen interest in events at Magpie Mine, 
which is leased by us from the Chatsworth Estates; 
more recently he wrote a foreword to Lindsey Porter's 
book, 'Ecton Copper Mines under the Dukes of 
Devonshire'. Some years ago he was invited as our 
Principal Guest at the Annual Society Dinner, and 
some members still recall his incredibly early arrival, 
as he said "I didn't want to miss anything". 

The Duke was a good friend too to several 
individuals in PDMHS. I have enjoyed the privilege 
of unfettered access to the mining archive at 
Chatsworth House for well over forty years. I met 
him on several occasions, for example at the opening 
of the National Stone Centre at Wirksworth, but 
generally as a Juryman for the Ashford Liberty 
Barmote Court. The last time was in November, 
2002, when several members of the Society were 
invited as guests to the Barmote Court at Chatsworth, 
at which time I was able to present him with a limited 
edition lead medal, struck specially by us to mark Her 
Majesty the Queen's Golden Jubilee. 

If one is permitted to make this comment about a 
senior Duke of the Realm, I shall remember him as a 
very nice, kind old gentleman. 
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We extend our deepest sympathy to Her Grace, 
the Duchess of Devonshire, and to the family. Also to 
the Duke's grandson Mr Edward Tennant, the 
recently appointed Barmaster to most of the 
Derbyshire Mining Liberties. 
Dr Jim Rieuwerts 

URGENT NOTICE!!! 
THE SOCIETY IS STILL IN NEED OF AN 

HON SECRETARY. AT THIS YEAR'S AGMTHE 
TREASURER, DAVE GOUGH, WILL STAND 
DOWN AND ALAN MUTTER, THE DEPUTY 
CHAIRMAN WILL ALSO STAND DOWN AT 
THE END OF HIS PERIOD OF OFFICE. 

I would like to thank all of the above officers, 
for the valuable service they have given to the Society 
over the years they have been in post. 

THIS LEAVES US WITH A SERIOUS 
PROBLEM!!! 

All of these posts are vital to the running of the 
Society, and it is with this in mind that I ask you, the 
membership, to come forward in its hour of need. We 
need three volunteers to fill the vacuum left amongst 
the directors and to keep the Society running 
smoothly. 

Help will be given, by the directors and persons 
at present in post, to anyone willing to take on these 
jobs to make to make the task as pleasant and simple 
as possible. 

If you would like to help the Society and fill one 
of these posts, please let me know. Contact me by 
mail at the Registered Office (The Peak District 
Mining Museum), address at end of Newsletter, mark 
correspondence PDMHS Officers Posts. Alternatively 
e-mail me at "Paulboswedden@aol.com" or 
telephone 0115 9301169. 
Paul Smith 
Chairman 

NEW MEMBERS 
The foll wing were elected to membership of the 

Society at a recent Council Meeting:
A Barber, Belper 
Dr S Griffin, Bath 
Miss J Clinging & Mr P Barker, Sheffield 
J P McCormick, Sheffield 
J Kitchener, Chesterfield 
P Clewes, Manchester 
P Hague, Matlock 
J Humble, Sheffield 
C Furness, Hope Valley 
Lafarge Cement, Hope Valley 



Mr & Mrs J Coxsey, Birmingham 
J E Gough, Matlock 
T Colman, Keyworth 
Dr T Clarke, Chester 

25th ANNIVERSARY OF THE PEAK 
DISTRICT MINING MUSEUM 

The Peak District Mining Museum is 25 years 
old. It does not seem all that long ago since the empty 
shell on the ground floor of the Pavilion at Matlock 
Bath was a hive of activity as members installed the 
Wills Founder Engine and other exhibits. Over the 
years the Museum has received many more artefacts, 
some of the exhibits have changed and new displays 
developed and installed. The Museum is now the 

finest Lead Mining Museum in the UK. The Museum 
now has the status of a Registered Museum. 

Many members have put a lot of effort into 

developing the Museum over the years and it was 
fitting to hold a celebration of the first 25 years of the 
Museum's history. 

On 24 April 2004, over a hundred members, past 
and present, gathered at the Museum for a programme 
of talks, entertainment and basic food. 

The short talks were: 
1. "The archaeology of High Rake" by John 

Bamatt 
2. "Sir Joseph Banks his association with 

Captain Cooke and the Ashover Lead Mines" by 
Stuart Band 

3. "Pleasely Colliery and the Markham 
and Co steam winding engine" by Robert 
Metcalfe 

4. "The Cromford canal" by Hugh 
Potter 

5. "Visiting mines worldwide when 
on holiday" by Lynn Willies 

The talks were followed by the 
entertainment. The first was a play about 
the Magpie Murders entitled "The 
Magpie Murders and the Widows Curse". 
It was written, and narrated, by Alan 
Mutter and performed by the Wirksworth 
Glee Players. 

Alan Mutter (left), author and narrator, with cast member Ian Bunting 
Photo by Robin Hall 

The Wirksworth Phoenix Choir 
entertained us with a selection of popular 
songs and then it was time for supper. 

A fracas between the opposing miners during the Magpie dispute 
Photo by Dave Clucas 
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A fine meal of pies, peas, potatoes 
and gravy was devoured with relish by all 
present before the second half of the 
entertainment began. 

The Choir sang another selection of 
songs before the Magpie Murders play 
was repeated. This time the "Magpiee 
Murders" play was not without incidence 

when the thick vapour from the smoke 
machine, used to generate "bad" air in the 
mine set off the fire alarm and we had a 
tum out by the Matlock Fire Brigade. It 
proved one thing, the fire alarm works. 

The day was a huge success and it 
was a fitting tribute to every member, and 
museum staff, who have developed and 
operated the Museum over the last 25 
years. The only disappointment over the 

weekend was the refusal of 



The Wirksworth Phoenix Choir 

Cromford. 

2. Mining Heritage Walk, Winster Area 
Tuesday 10 August 2004 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Short walk visiting various mine 

sites in this area, followed by drink and 
buffet (optional) at the Miners Standard, 
Winster. 

Meet 7.00pm outside the Miners 
Standard, Winster. 

3. Hanging Flat Mine, Middleton Dale 
and Horseshoe Dale Mine. Chelmorton 
plus other mines in the area. 

Swiday 5 September 2004 
Leader: Paul Chandler 

Photo by Robin Hall 
Trip details: Hanging Flat Mine -

Easy grade dry trip. Low entrance, 
followed by walking size passages. 
Optional ladder pitch (30ft approx) into 
a lower stope. 

Supper is served 

Horseshoe Dale Mine - Easy grade 
dry trip. Large walking size passage plus 
short ladder climb (lOft approx). 

Both of these mines, plus other 
mines in Derbyshire, were used for the 

filming of an episode of ITV's "Peak 
Practice" (first series). In the episode a 
simulated rockfall initiated a cave rescue. 
In Hanging Flat Mine some filming 
props, including polystyrene "boulders" 
are still insitu. Time permitting, other 
mines in area will be visited. 

Photo by Dave Clucas 
Meet 10. OOam at the layby just 

north of the Lovers Leap cafe in Stoney Middleton. Derbyshire Dales District Council to allow Radio 
Derby to park their vehicle outside the Musewn. This 
resulted in Radio Derby being unable to broadcast a 
feature on the Museum. 

Thanks go out to everyone involved in the 
planning of the event, the speakers, the entertainers 
and the cooks who prepared the food. 
Wes Taylor 

SOCIETY MEETS 
1. Mining Heritage W a1k. Cromford Area 

Tuesday 27 July 2004 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Short walk visiting various mine sites in this 

area. To be followed by drink and buffet (optional) at 
the Bell Inn, Cromford. 

Meet 7.00pm outside the Greyhound Hotel, 
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4. Devonshire Cavern. Matlock Bath 
Tuesday 14 September 2004 
Leader: Tony Wood 
As a follow-up to his frrst Mining Heritage Walk 

of2004, namely Old Show Caves of Matlock Bath, a 
chance to visit one of these Old Show Caves. The 
undergrowid visit will include the very impressive 
inclined main cavern, complete with original Show 
Cave steps. The trip is dry and of easy grade. 

Meet 7.00pm outside PDMHS Mining Museum, 
Matlock Bath. 
5. Milltown Quany. Ashover. 

Saturday 25 September 2004 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Morning visit restricted to 15 persons with no 



persons under 18 years of age. Th.is is a unique 
opportunity to visit this operational quany before it 
closes in 2005. 

IMPORTANT-The following safety equipment 
is essential: helmet, reflective waistcoat or jacket and 
wellington boots or industrial boots. Footwear with 
steel toe-cap recommended. 

Please note that the quany cannot supply any of 
this equipment. 

To book your place(s) and for further details, 
contact Paul Chandler, tel: 01246-220773. 

A reflective waistcoat can be purchased for 
around £3.50 from an 'Industrial Supplies' retailer. 

6. Cave Art and Archaeology 
A two slide presentations entitled "Cave 

Archaeology in the Creswell Regions" and "Cave Art 
in the South of France - featuring Lascaux Cave, 
famous for its cave paintings" 

Bath 

Tuesday 28 September 2004 
Venue: Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock 

Time: 7.30pm (Museum open from 6.30pm). 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Admission: Free. 

· Programme: 
7.30-8.30pm: "Cave Archaeology in the 

Creswell region". 
Speaker: Dr Andrew Chamberlain, 

University of Sheffield. 
8.30-8.45pm: Interval. 
8.45-9.15pm: "Cave Art in the South of 

France". 
Speaker: Bernard Chandler. 

Th.is is a unique opportunity to hear about Cave 
Archaeology in the Creswell region, which is situated 
on the Notts/Derbys border. It has recently been in the 
media spotlight following the discovery of Cave Art 
in one of the caves. 

It is also an opportunity to meet a potholer who 
visited the original Lascaux Cave in France. 

Tea, coffee, soft drinks, etc, will be available in 
the museum and the Musewn Bookshop will be open 
for sales. Bring a cushion, the seats are hard. 

For further information contact Paul Chandler, 
tel: 01246-220773. 

Th.is is a Peak District Mines Historical Society 
sponsored meeting. Non members are very welcome. 
7. Speedwell Cavern, Castleton 

Sunday 3 October 2004 
Leader: Richard Shaw 
A unique opportunity to visit the passages and 

5 

caverns beyond the Show Cave. A multitude of things 
to see, including the unique Miners Toast inscription, 
the Bung Hole, the impressive Cliff Cavern and the 
Whirlpool to name but a few. Th.is trip will be wet, in 
fact very wet. A wetsuit or cavers oversuit and funy 
are essential, and don't forget those wetsuit socks. 
However, the trip itself would be graded moderate, 
due to the fact that the passages to be visited are of 
walking/stooping size. Included in the visit, one way 
at least, will be an underground boat ride. You may 
have to walk back. Places limited to 10, all of whom 
must be experienced mine/cave explorers. To book 
your place and for further details, contact Paul 
Chandler, tel: 01246-220773. 

8. Ashford Black Marble Mine. 
Ashford-in-the-Water 

Tuesday 12 October 2004 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Evening visit. Easy grade, dry trip. Mainly large 

walking size passages. Plenty of Black Marble to see. 
in about Y:z a mile of passages. Access conditions limit 
party size to 15. To book your place and for further 
details, contact Paul Chandler, tel: 01246-220773. 

9. Goodluck Mine, Via Gellia 
Tuesday 19 October 2004 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Evening visit to this extensive lead mine. Easy 

grade, dry trip. Boilersuit or old clothes fine. Helmets 
and torches can be provided, but please contact Meet 
Organiser beforehand if you require these items of 
equipment. There is a steep path up to the mine. Trip 
to be followed by an optional drink and buffet at the 
Hollybush Inn, Grangernill. 

Meet 7 .15pm in the layby below mine spoil tip 
on A5012 road in Via Gellia. NGR SK269566. 

NOTES FROM THE PDMHS MEETS 
CO-ORDINATOR 
1. Important notice relating to Society Meets 

At a recent Society underground meet, a number 
of members arrived for the meet with no essential 
personal equipment, eg lamp and helmet. Fortunately, 
I had brought some extra lamps and helmets for 
people who had requested them prior to the trip. So, 
other than a couple of people who had helmets, but 
no lamps, everyone ventured underground. To try to 
prevent this happening again, members who do not 
have their own personal underground equipment, eg 
lamp and helmet, have a number of options. They can 
either borrow equipment, purchase or hire equipment 

-



from a local outdoor retailer, or contact myself as I 
have a limited amount of equipment available for a 
small hire fee. If you require advice on what 

equipment to purchase and your nearest outdoor 
stockist, please contact the PDMHS Meets 
Co-ordinator, Paul Chandler, tel: 01246 220773. 

2. Forthcoming Meets - Advance notice 
Alport Smelt Mill, Y oulgrave - Sunday 28 

November 2004 

Enthovens Lead Smelter. Darley Dale - Date 

TBA. 
Goodluck Mine, Via Gellia- Date TBA. 
Further details in the next newsletter. 

3. Derbyshire mine visit - Permission refused 
A proposed visit to the Blue John Cavern at 

Castleton, exploring beyond the Show Cave, will not 
take place as the cave owners do not allow such visits. 

4. Long Rake Spar Mine, Y oulgrave 

I have recently been advised that there has been a 

major collapse, (run-in), near the entrance to Long 
rake Spar Mine. This means that there is NO 
ACCESS into this mine. I understand that excavating 

a route through the blockage would be very difficult, 
if not impossible. 

5. Society Meets Programme Meeting 

Sadly no other members attended the meeting at 
Cromford on 11 May. Only two Society members, 

Brian Woodall and Tony Wood, had contacted me 
regarding future Society Meets. 

My thanks to those two members. 
Paul Chandler - PDMHS 'Meets Co-ordinator' 

MEET REPORT 
1. Clatterway Level. Bonsall 

This was a well attended meet held on 28 April 

with 8 members present. There would have been 9, 
but the member in question had not brought a lamp 

and helmet. Whilst we were preparing to go 

underground one of the members present asked who 
was the youngest in the party. It turned out that the 

Leader, Paul Chandler, was the 'lad' at 48years. 

Where are all the young members? 
We soon arrived at the entrance to this mine, 

which is approached through a private garden 

(permission having been granted to cross the land). 
Th~ entrance is like an enlarged rabbit hole and it 

slopes down and soon enlarges. At the first junction 

we headed right, down a slope through low crawls, 
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quite undulating. One member of the party had soon 

had enough and was joined by another member. 
Together they made their way out. 

Fortunately the passage we were following 
enlarged slightly to stooping size, and kept going and 

going. Once past a "thrutchy" crawl we soon arrived 

at the bottom of a shaft to surface. After exploring a 
solitary side passage which was close to the shaft, we 

made our way out via a slightly different route. 

Paul Chandler 

BOOK REVIEWS 
1. "Ecton Copper Mines under the Dukes of 

Devonshire, 1760 TO 1790" by Lindsey Porter. 
Landmark Publishing Ltd, 240pp, Ashbourne. Cost 

£19.95 
Lindsey Porter's long established studies into the 

history and development of metal mining in north 
east Staffordshire are well known to mining 
historians. His latest offering is a continuation of this 

work and concerns the operations at Ecton copper 

mines during the second half of the 18th century. The 
period of working between 1723 and 1760 is only 

considered as a brief preamble to the main body of 
the text. 

Ecton Mine has long been famous for the wealth 
it provided for the Dukes of Devonshire. Porter's well 

produced book is the result of very thorough and 
painstaking research undertaken by him, principally 

into un-published archives held at Chatsworth House. 
The front dust cover is an attractive Naive Style 

painting by James Allsopp, depicting how the surface 
features at Ecton Hill might have appeared about 

1790. The inside title page has a silhouette, executed 

by the pioneer Derbyshire geologist White Watson, of 

Cornelius Flint, one time mine agent at Ecton. The 
book is well illustrated throughout, but it is to be 

lamented that production costs have restricted the use 
of Paul Deakin's splendid colour photographs, such as 

pictures of the very attractive secondary copper 
minerals coating the mine walls in so many places. 

The facsimiles of contemporary mine accounts, 

invoices and reckonings from the Chatsworth House 
archive are a welcome addition and do much to 

enhance the book. 

It is almost impossible to recall another mining 
book that contains such detail of ancillary activities; 

not only smelting processes, but the transport system 
used to bring materials to the mine, returning to the 

smelting mills laden with copper concentrates; coal 
mining from which the smelting furnaces were 

fuelled, bricks made from red clay found at 



Newhaven and elsewhere, and hay supplies for the 
many horses. There is even a re-constructed drawing 
of the "Ecton", a ship used to transport copper metal 
from Gainshorough to London. The information 
presented about the miners and their families will also 
be of great interest to family historians. 

The achievments of the three sons of William 
Hardy, author of the "Miner's Guide" [1748] and a 
miner at Ecton for many years, cannot be known to 
many historians. 

There are admirable sections in Chapter 7 
devoted to comments about the mine and its 
operation made by visitors such as Joseph (later Sir 
Joseph) Ban.ks, John Harpur, and William Efford. 
Strangely, Erich Geisler, who also made valuable 
observations, is not included here, but he appears in 
both Chapters 2 and 6. Similarly, the visit by the 5th 
Duke, whilst adding nothing to our technological 
understanding of the mine, is nevertheless included in 
the chapter dealing with "Purchase Accounts". 

The chief criticisms about the book concern the 
sheer volwne of detail presented, in particular the 
chronological development of the workings and the 
associated financial details. Even those for whom the 
surface remains on Ecton Hill and the remaining 
accesible underground workings are familiar, will no 
doubt require two, or perhaps even three readings of 
the relevent chapters for a full understanding. There 
are of course always differences of opinion between 
mining historians about interpretation of surviving 
remains and archival evidence. At Ecton the chief 
areas of contention appear to be the disputed 
existence of more than one boat level, the mechanism 
of one of the Bucket Engines and the position and 
precise function of dressing floors. 

There are several tabulations detailing 
expenditure, ore tonnages obtained, metal sold and 
consequent profit/loss. Much financial detail is also 
discussed throughout large sections of the text, 
possibly introducing difficulties in interpretation of 
the evidence presented, some of which appears to be 
contradictory. 

The chapter dealing with mineralisation will 
perhaps be found perplexing by non-geologists. The 
explanations relating to the famous ore-bearing 
"saddles" will confuse many readers, so too 
comments about differing types of "pipes" in the 
Derbyshire lead fields and the totally dissimilar Ecton 
Hill "pipes". These latter are, in effect, a series of 
eight mineralised saddles, one above the other, 
descending to a depth in excess of I 000 feet below 
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river level. After ore extraction they resembled huge, 
cavernous vaults. 

Perhaps in certain instances the order of chapters 
might have benefitted from rearrangement. For 
example Chapter 6, "Working at the Mine" would 
have been better placed after Chapter 3, "The Duke's 
Takeover"; similarly Chapter 5, "Dressing and Sale of 
Ore", placed after Chapter 8, "Details from the 
Purchase Accounts". 

1bis reviewer is always more interested in the 
content of a book, rather than carrying out a 
painstaking search for minor grammatical and/or 
printing errors. No doubt some readers will find the 
spelling of both "Bote" Level and "Boat" Level in the 
chronological table an irritant. There are several 
omissions from the index such as Efford and Geisler. 

Inevitably, several other minor errors have been 
recognised, but they are not recorded in this review -
John Roose was overseer at Cowdose Mine, Elton 
(not Youlgreave) and the mine at Winster is called 
Drake and Limekilns (not Limestone). 

But these criticisms should not deter anyone 
from buying this extremely informative book, 
because it is very unlikely that anyone else will 
produce a companion volume for many years to 
come. We eagerly await Lindsey Porter's next book 
about the Ecton mines which will deal with the period 
before 1723. 
Dr Jim Rieuwerts 

2. "Northamptonshire Stone" by D S Sutherland. 
Published by Dovecote Press, Stanbridge, Wimbome, 
Dorset BH12 4JD. Softback. 128 pp 2003. ISBN 1 
904349 l 7X. Cost £12.95 (+ £1.95 p & p). 

Though there is little on mining in this book, 
geologist Diana Sutherland has recorded the 
numerous quarries from which building stone has 
been extracted on and off since Roman times. 
Amongst the Jurassic strata is the fissile Collyweston 
Slate which was mined underground. Other Jurassic 
limestones were occasionally mined, including both 
building stone and "slate", once raised at Duston, with 
workings now beneath a suburb of Northampton. 
Regrettably many of the old quarries were destroyed 
by open-pit ironstone mining in the 20th century. 
Others have been filled in. The book is a thorough 
survey of the churches, castles, stately homes and 
other buildings constructed from the many types of 
limestone, sandstone, ironstone etc. The printer has 
made an excellent job of bringing out the subtle 
shades of brown, yellow and white in the many 
colour photographs. 



Trevor Ford 

3. "Medieval Masons" by M Hislop. No 78 in 
the Shire Archaeology Series. 2000. Paperback, 64pp, 
46 illustrations.Cost £4.99. 

A handy little publication which covers a rather 
Wlusual subject; the extraction and use of building 
stone in Britain from about 1100 to 1400AD. Much 
of the stone was used in religious buildings and 
castles and it is surprising how much docwnentary 
information still remains. It is also surprising how 
much has been learned from site work, including 
examples of individual known masons. 

The quarrying section is of considerable interest 
and includes not only details of the methods of 
quarrying the stone, but details of the lifting 
machinery and transport employed. It is also obvious 
that the recycling of building materials was common 
practice in those days. 

Other sections of the book include the design 
and construction of buildings and the field -
identification of the work of particular masons 
JvorJ Brown 

4. "South Wales Collieries" Vol l by David 
Owen. Tempus 2001. 128pp ISBN 0 7524 2364 9. 
Cost £10.99. 

Perhaps indicating a change in policy, this book 
has a format like others from Tempus but there is no 
mention of the "Image of England" series and there is 
rather more text. Still there are over 200 photos with 
extended captions but with no bibliography or index. 

Except for a one page "introduction" and a 
single page of poetry, the book is divided into three 
chapters; the Cynon, Rhondda and the Ely Valleys, 
each of which have about 2 pages of introduction. 
There are very few old photos, maps or prints. Most 
of the illustrations are of the 20th century but they are 
clear and cover a wide variety of topics. 

This is a well researched book with many 
statistics, dates and named persons. There is one very 
unusual photo showing some victims of the 1880 
Naval Colliery explosion as found by the rescue 
team! 
JvorJ Brown 

5. "The East Kent Railway" by ML Finch & S 
R Garrett. 2003, Oakwood Press. A5 format, 
laminated card coloured covers. 

Vol I - The History of the Independent Railway. 
Vol 2 - "Nationalisation" the route, rolling stock 

and operation. 
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Cost £14.95 per volume 
Vol 1 covers the reasons for, and uses o:( the 

railway which are interrelated to the development of 
the Kent Coalfield. It is certainly a book for the 
mining enthusiast as well as the railway historian. It 
has 232 pages with 110 illustrations, a fair proportion 
of which are mining and engineering related. There 
are some good views of collieries at various stages of 
development, with maps showing their locations. 
There are even a couple of photos taken Wlderground 
in the original channel tunnel. 

The book also describes the activities of Colonel 
Stevens who played an active part in Kent's railways -
as well as other smaller lines outside the county such 
as the Snailbeach lead mining area. I used to wonder 
why in the 1950's the latter railway company's AGM 
was held in Tunbridge Wells. 

Vol 2 is similar in size and style to Vol 1. It 
covers the topics mentioned in detail but contains 
little on mining. 
lvorJ Brown 

6. "Shell Houses and Grottoes" by H Jackson. 
2001, Shire Album No 398. 40pp, about 90 colour 
photos and 4 plans, gazeteer. 

The gazetteer lists over I 00 examples of Shell 
Houses and Grottoes which are readily accessible. 
Many of the structures have been "mined out" by man 
and then made to look like caves. Actual construction 
had its heyday in the 18th century and then interest 
was lost. Fortunately many very wmsual grottoes 
have survived and once more these are being repaired 
and studied. 

Some of the structures have been formed on 
several levels that are connected by inclined tunnels 
and a few have tunnels of surprising length. 

One error was noted in the description of the 
grotto at Hawkstone in Shropshire. This grotto is said 
to have the longest grotto-tunnel in Europe. The 
author gives it as 30 yards in the text but it is shown 
as 200ft on the accompaning plan. 

This is a useful little book particularly for the 
mining enthusiast who feel the need for someting 
different. 
JvorJ Brown 

7. "A Pitman's Anthology" compiled by William 
Maurice. Hardback, 308 pages (240mm x 185mm) 
and contains over 50 illustrations. Cost £25.00 plus 
£5.80 post and packing. Contact James and James 
(Publishers) Ltd. Tel: 020 7482 8888. 

On 19 March 2004 the Directors of Wolf Safety 
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Lamp Company held a reception at the National Coal 
Mining Musewn to launch this new book. It 
comprises over 50 extracts on mining life, including 
many on the Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire and South 
Yorkshire areas by various, often famous, authors 
collected by William Maurice during his lifetime, 
1872 - 1951. In fact it was almost complete by 1930, 
but William never considered any time in the 1930' s 
and 40's to be the right time to publish. 

William was a mining engineer who devoted his 
life to safety in the field of electrical mining 
engineering. By 1890 he was manager ofTibshelf 
Colliery and then Hucknall. By 1911 he had started 
his own company making safe lamps and this later 
became the world famous company mentioned above. 
He wrote many papers on the subject of electricity in 
mining and some copies are on display at the 
museum, together with many examples of the lamps 
past and present. 

For the present book, William's daughter, 
Monica (who ran the company for many years before 
her recent death), helped prepare an introduction and 
Billy, one of her twin sons, has produced an 
interesting story of his grandfather's life. His twin 
brother J.ohn now runs the company. 
JvorJ Brown 

NEW PUBLICATION 
"Swaledale - its Mines and Smelt Mills" by Mike 

Gill. This book was published in hardback fonnat in 
2001 and sold out very quickly. A paperback reprint 
has now been published by Landmark Publishing Ltd. 
ISBN 1843061317. Cost£14.95. 

The book is an authentic history of lead mining 
and smelting in both Swaledale and Arkengarthdale 
from medieval times to its heyday in the 19th century. 

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 2004 
The Society has opened Magpie Mine to the 

public now for a nwnber of years as part of the 
Heritage Open Days event. This year is to be no 
exception and we will again be participating. The 
Magpie Mine site will be open from noon to 5.00 pm 

on Saturday and Sunday 11 and 12 September 2004. 
The Heritage Open Days have the benefit of 

nationwide publicity and attract many thousands of 
of visitors to properties across England. 

PDMHS has taken part in these events since 
2000. They make an excellent shop window for the 
Society and we shall again be concentrating on 
membership and young persons. This useful publicity 

may bring us some new members. 
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Guided parties will be taken round this 
wonderful site, the best-preserved relic of the old lead 
industry in Derbyshire. Guidebooks and tea etc will 
be available and visitors will be given an opportunity 
of buying souvenirs at the Peak District Mining 
Museum Stall. 

As the organiser for this year, I am asking for 
volunteers as guides, car parking attendents, catering, 
etc., for a weekend which is an excellent shop 
window for the Society. 

Names please, stating preference for jobs and 
times you are available to Paul Smith telephone 0115 
9301169, e-mail address Paulboswedden@aol.com 

Come along and help us make this year's 
Heritage Weekend an even bigger success than the 
previous ones. 
Paul Smith 

GOLD IN THEM THERE HILLS! 
The magic word in mining is GOLD. Thousands 

of Germans are expected to descend on the eastern 
region ofThuringia this summer after a pensioner 
came upon a gold nugget in a stream. 

Heinz Martin spotted a glinting object in water 
near the town ofKatzhuette, about 220 miles south of 
Berlin, while he was out for a walk. The object 
proved to be the biggest gold find in Germany for 
200 years; a 9.64 gram (1/3 of an ounce) nugget with 
a collector's value of£ 1, 000. 

The news quickly spread across Gennany and 
television crews converged on the former 
gold-mining area. Tourist officials are confidently 
predicting that the media invasion will be followed by 
a gold rush and say that the hotels are fully booked 
up. 

Hundreds of fortune-hunters pan the streams in 
the region each year and Herr Martin's nugget should 
draw more. Herr Martin plans to keep the nugget, 
which is about the size of a small coin, but will let the 
local museum exhibit it for a while. Alas, Liane, his 
wife is starting to tire of the media attention. "They 
are so intrusive" she says. 

Thuringia has a gold-mining history dating back 
to the 12th century, according to Karin Schade, of the 
Gold Musewn in the town ofTheuren, (therefore our 
old friend Agricola will have been aware of its 
importance). Commercial gold-mining in Thuringia 
was abandoned at the end of the 17th century because 
the depletion of resources made extraction too 
expensive, but you never know! 
Alan Mutter 
'Extract from The Guardian, 14 May 2004 



· SHAFT CAPPING BY THE PDMHS 
CONSERVATION TEAM 

Last autwnn two important engine shafts were 
capped. These were at Bird Mine (SK 157812) and 
Raddlepits Mine (SK 143802), both on Bradwell 
Moor. This followed an extended period of planning 
and negotiation. 

Both shafts were capped with metal grills, with 
access hatches, set in concrete. The prefabricated 
grills and other materials were kindly provided by 
Lafarge Cement, the owners of the Hope Valley 
Cement Works, after Alan Mutter, acting on behalf of 
the Society, approached John Capewell, the Works 
Manager and he generously agreed to provide the 
materials required for this project. 

The Bird Mine shaft, which is on land owned by 
Lafarge, had much of its hillock removed several 
years ago. The shaft top is now perched on a remnant 
of the hillock surrounding the finely-ginged upper 
section of the large oval shaft. It had been capped 
previously by wooden sleepers, but in 2003 they were 
in a terminal state of decay. Some of the sleepers 
appeared to have already fallen down the shaft. The 
request to make the site safe came initially from the 
tenant fanner, who was concerned about loosing 
stock, via John Taylor of DCA. 

The Raddlepits shaft is reported to lead to 
extensive lead vein workings at depth, including rare 
features such a stone staircases (Jim Rieuwerts pers 
comm.). However, it has been inaccessible for several 
years due to deep opencast vein workings on Moss 
Rake which were immediately adjacent. During these 
operations part of the shaft ginging collapsed and the 
shaft was breached by a small hole at depth. The shaft 
had survived because of negotiations over several 
years by Jim Rieuwerts when he was the Society's 
Preservation Convenor. Permission to cap the shaft 
was given in autwnn 2003 by Graham Shatwell, the 
current mineral operator on this part of Moss Rake. 

Before the cap could be installed one side of the 
ginging had to be rebuilt with a double-skinned wall, 
necessary because of the only partially-backfilled 
opencut here. It is hoped that eventually this part of 
the opencut will be fully-filled, burying the wall and 
giving the shaft-top added stability. 

No underground access agreements exist and 
permission for the descent of these shafts should be 
sought from the respective landowners. 

Work parties over three weekends variously 
comprised: John Bamatt, Norman Birkett, Andy 
Gillings, Keith Gregory, John Peel, Paul Smith, Dave 
Williams and Terry Worthington. 
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John Bamatt, PDMHS Conservation Team 

SIR RICHARD FLEETWOOD'S "DRA YNE" 
A shorter than anticipated site investigation 

meeting at the Head Office of Norwest Holst 
Construction Ltd., Watford, allowed an unexpected 
visit to the British Library adjacent to St. Pancras 
Station, London. 

The principal purpose of the latter visit was to 
check out references to Sir Richard Fleetwood and his 
interests in copper mining in Staffordshire. The 
details quoted below are contained in a fyiinute Book 
of the Company of Mineral and Battery Works [Loan 
Manuscripts 16, volume II]. 

Fleetwood had been/armour of the Mynes in 
Stafford and Derby shyres since Michaelmas, 1623, 
but by 1628 he had fallen into arrears to the sum of 
£70. He applied for a renewal of his lease in January 
1630, for a period of six years, this being granted by 
the Company he 

having been at soe gt charges al/readie for 
discoverie of the sd Mynes. 

However, by December 1634 he was again in 
arrears, but in a letter to the Court of the Company of 
Mineral and Battery Works he requested leniency 

whereof he recytes - extraordinary charge - his 
father and he had been at in makeynge of a drayne of 
a mile and a half long at the mynes in Stafford and 
Derbieshyre which he affirmed had been 40 years in 
makeynge and not yet p 'fyctted but hopd that before 
May next it would be finished 

By January 1641 his arrears had increased to 
£180. 

No further references have yet been found, 
though two other Minute Books await inspection. 
Even allowing for some exaggeration, (lying on a 
major scale by Fleetwood to the Company would 
have been dangerous) this sough level was probably 
the longest in Britain at the time and now obviously is 
of enormous historical and technological importance. 
Its location has not yet been established, we cannot be 
absolutely certain that it was made for the purpose of 
draining copper mines. Whilst it appears that its 
construction was the major reason for his financial 
difficulties, it was begun c1594 by Fleetwood's father 
long before their association with the Company of 
Mineral and Battery Works. 

The implications from the entries quoted above 
are that the mines concerned were on the 
Staffordshire-Derbyshire border. References in the 
Public Record Office prove that mines were being 
worked in the 17th century at Thorpe Cloud, 
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Narlowe, Tissington and Newton Grange. Other 
candidates for the operations include copper and/or 
lead mines at Snelston, the Ribden area, Castern, 
Binciffe, Mixon and elsewhere in the Manifold and 
Ramps valleys. Ecton has been excluded from the 
list, at least in the short term, because so little 
additional depth of drainage could be achieved from 
such a long level. The 'drayne' pre-dates the earliest 
known examples at the Derbyshire lead mines by at 
least 34 years. So, where was it located; who were the 
miners that made it, were they 'Dutchmen' (ie 
Germans/Austrians)? Many as yet unanswered 
questions arise from this brief, and apparently 
previously overlooked entry in the Minute Book of 
the Company of Mineral and Battery Works. 
Dr Jim Rieuwerts 

St AIDANS PRESERVED WALKING 
DRAGLINE - "ODDBALL" - SWILLINGTON, 
LEEDS 

The Society helped set up this preservation 
group in 1998 and several members attended the 
latest Open Day on 27 March 2004. Others have been 
to the site in recent years on official PDMHS meets. 

The full extent of the whole square mile of the 
restored tree and hedgeless core of St Aidans site was 
clear. As yet there was little water in the "lakes" and 
"wet lands", but most of the higher ground was green. 
In the distance could be seen a few blackened heaps 
of scrap, the remains of the 3 shovels and Big Bob, 
the Rapier Walking Dragline and one surviving 
building (the workshop), a dump truck and the giant 
hydraulic shears that did all the damage. 

Oddball looked fine but lonely, the new security 
fencing looked good and the converted "substation" 
was coming along fine as a store I visitor centre. It 
now has carpets, chairs, tables, display stands, 
numerous mounted plans and photos, a great heap of 
historic large photos and several boxes and folders of 
old machine records, sales literature and maintenance 
books for all types of excavator. 

The morning was spent in getting ready but the 
arrival of two specially invited guests brought work to 
a halt - they were (in order of arrival): 

1. The large 1966 blue Scammel tractor unit 
which towed (and still tows) the large - diameter 
rescue borehole rig formerly used by the NCB (last 
commissioned seriously for the Lofthouse Colliery 
disaster in 1973). This tractor unit is now owned by 
Alan Rogerson and the borehole rig is maintained by 
Foraky Ltd of Nottingham. 

2. The almost as large 1975 bright yellow, 
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former NCB Atkinson traction unit used to haul a 
mobile emergency winding engine, now owned by 
Gary Kershaw. 

Both vehicles looked resplendent in their livery 
and proved a great attraction. 

Members are invited to the other Open Days this 
year (Saturday and Sunday 11 and 12 September) 
from 2.00pm to 4.00pm and who knows who or what 
they may see! 
Ivor Brown 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Middleclough Mine. Nenthead 

The North Pennine Heritage Trust is drafting a 
plan which will propose the conservation of the 
surface features at Middlecleugh Level on our site at 
Nenthead in Cumbria. Middlecleugh Level is part of a 
scheduled ancient monument and the mine itself was 
almost certainly started before 1790. 

The plan will necessarily include archaeological 
investigation of the site, conservation of the features 
on the site and some measures to control the erosion 
of the mine dump. 

To this end we would like to obtain copies of 
any photographs of the site that were taken before 
1970. The loan of any photographs would be 
appreciated 
Peter Jackson 
North Pennines Heritage Trust 

PDMHS HOSTS PUBLICATION LAUNCH 
The Society was host to the launch of "The Lead 

Legacy, Our Heritage, Our Environment, Our Future" 
report on 17 May 2004 at Magpie Mine 

The prestigious report was produced by the Peak 
District National Park Authority and written by John 
Barnatt and Rebecca Penney of the Authority in 
partnership with English Heritage and English Nature. 

The Society had been approached earlier in the 
year by Ken Smith of PDNP A with a request that the 
project report launch be held at Magpie Field Centre. 
The Committee of Management readily agreed to this 
with details relating to the event to being left with the 
Cottage Warden. 

On the day, bright and sunny with only a slight 
breeze and all the wild flowers at their best, a 
marquee 15 metres by 9 metres was swiftly erected in 
the area by the woodstore. Tables and chairs were 
delivered, food and wine laid out (Posh Nosh 
Catering) and picture displays assembled. 

Car parking was in an adjacent field, to keep the 
site clear for photography. Guests were from the 



PDNP A, English Heritage, English Nature, land 
owners from across the Peak District, companies 
involved in mineral extraction (e.g. Lafarge, Slinter 
Mining ), various Council representatives (Parish, 
District and County) and members of the Society. 

From left, Jon Humble, Richard Leafe, Humphrey 
Welfare and Ken Smith 

Photo by Mike Luff 

Cottage Warden Mave and Mike Luff accepting a 
photograph of Magpie Mine 

Photo by Robin Hall 
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A brief opening introduction was given by Ken 
Smith. Humphrey Welfare (English Heritage) gave a 
short presentation on the project. Richard Leafe 
(English Nature) also gave a short report. 

Mike and Mave Luff (Cottage Warden) were 
then presented with a framed photograph of Magpie 
Engine House by Jon Humble (English Heritage). 

After the buffet lunch and a chance to view the 
excellent displays, visitors were given a full guided 
tour of the site, including the mirror trick down the 
Main Shaft, by John Barnatt. 

The event finished just after 2pm and by 4pm the 
site looked as if nobody had been there 

This was a most successful event and the Society 
was congratulated and thanked for hosting it. The 
representative from English Nature also learned to 
identify some further flowers! 

Copies of the highly readable report are now in 
the Society Collection. 

Now we know we can host an event for about 70 
people, could Magpie used for weddings??? 
Mike and Mave Luff 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES - OBSERVATIONS 
AND DISCOVERIES - PART 11 
1. Opencuts. Milltown. Ashover. Derbyshire 
SK 353 621 

Adjacent to the public footpath going westwards 
from Milltown towards Overton Hall there are 
opencuts, two of which are crossed by footbridges. 
There are modern quarries nearby truncating the veins 
to north and south and these opencuts are a rare and 
important survival of lead mining features in the 
Ashover area, where much has been extensively 
reworked/destroyed. 

The first footbridge crosses a deep opencut with 
sheer rock sides, thought to be Blackwell Rake (or 
possibly Mill Rake), with a similar but much 
narrower but still deep opencut on Spencers Rake 
joining it at an angle. A recent underground 
inspection, descending the wider opencut from its 
part-backfilled south-western end with the aid of a 
handline, found many roof and platform stemples 
dating from 20th century reworking within and 
beyond the sections of vein now open to daylight. 

All passages end at unstable collapses. At the 
junction of the two veins a short climb up leads to a 
platform of uncertain stability built across the main 
opencut, with a narrow stope beyond running 
north-westwards in Spencers Rake. Within this there 
is clear evidence for firesetting with coal, with fireset 
and sooted surfaces at its sides and roof over about a 



1 Om length, and with associated burnt coal and 
charcoal. This passage ends at a run-in, in a section 
of passage that has been widened at a later date. The 
opencut section of Spencers Rake, running to the 
south-east from Blackwell Rake, also has distinctive 
smooth surfaces in parts, which may also be 
indicative of firesetting. These vein workings are 
unstable in parts, with much hanging death and 
unstable backfill, and exploration is not 
recommended. 

2. Engine House and Wheelpit. Silence Mine. 
Grindlow, Derbyshire SK 1880 7799 

This mine has been extensively reworked for 
fluorspar at surface, but at the top end of the site 
there are the previously unrecognised slight remains . 
of steam engine buildings and associated structures. 
Against the northern laneside wall there is part of the 
back wall of an engine house and boiler house, 
standing up to about 2m high, with one comer 
retaining the springers for a stone-arched roof, 
perhaps built over the boiler. Immediately east there 
is a rubble pile, with traces of further walling, which 
may be the base of a chimney. Nearby, against the 
eastern boundary wall of the site, there are two heaps 
of cinders and other waste from cleaning the boilers. 
To the south-west of the back-wall, there is a 
well-preserved sunken 'chamber', with three stone 
built sides and a flat-arched vaulted stone roof. 
Curving wear grooves on the east side indicate that 
this chamber was one end of a wheel pit which 
contained a large flywheel and/or winding drum 
associated with the engine house. This 'chamber' had 
its roof added after these fittings were removed, 
although what the secondary use was is not clear. 

Little is documented of the engine here and 
the following information has be been provided by 
Roger Flindall, Jim Rieuwerts and Lynn Willies. The 
High Peak News for 27 Jan. 1883 (pages 6 and 8) 
records that flooding had been widespread in the 
region due to an exceptionally wet three months and 

that in Silence Mine the Mill Dam Mining Company 
had been vigorously pumping, but that there had just 
been an accident to the 'pumping machinery' and 
men had been laid off. They started pumping again 
in April 1883 and this was completed in June (HPN 
28 April, p. 6 and 30 June, p. 6). While the method 

of pumping is not stated, a short notice in the High 
Peak News for 11 Nov. 1882 (p. 5) records that at the 
half yearly meeting of the Mill Dam Mining 
Company it was reported that the Silence Mine was 
now in 'fall work' with the recent erection of a 'stone 
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crusher with jaws l 5in. x 9in. ', installed to cope with 
enlarged output. It seems likely that this state of the 
art machine would have been steam driven and it may 
be that the engine had been installed a short time 
before, which in turn led to the increased output. 

Taking these obscure references together, the 
steam engine may have been first installed in 1882 (or 
possibly earlier). It was only in use for a short time 
for an unsourced newspaper cutting dated 8 Feb. 
1886 (DRO: Riewerts Coll. 1289 BIL 423) records 
that the engine shaft had just collapsed after the mine 
had been 'standing [idle] for about fourteen months '. 
It notes that 'the sheds near and at the various plant 
were precipitated down the abyss, which is over I 00 
fathoms deep'. Although, only pumping and ore 
crushing are mentioned in the newspaper accounts, 
the physical evidence on site indicates the engine was 

also used for winding. Given the late date, it seems 
likely that this was a horizontal engine, used for 
pumping, winding and ore crushing. 
Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Jim 
Rieuwerts, Phil Shaw and Paul Smith. 

3. Gin Circle. Have It All Mine. Great Hucklow. 
Derbyshire SK 1828 7804 
This mine site has been extensively reworked for 
fluorspar and much of its mineral hillock removed. 
However, a large hollow remains at the site of the 
run-in engine shaft. Above the upslope side of this to 
the north there is a previously unrecognised gin circle 
terraced into the slope, about half of which survives 
beyond the area of shaft collapse. 
Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Jim 
Rieuwerts, Phil Shaw and Paul Smith. 

4. Coes and Gin Circle at Lathkill Dale Mine. Lathkill 
Dale, Over Haddon, Derbyshire SK 1892 6584. 
Taking advantage of the lack of vegetation late this 
winter, a visit to this mine has revealed the 
foundations of 2-3 coes, a short distance east of the 
more prominent surviving walling at one end of the 
wheel pit for the 5 2 feet diameter water wheel at 
Lathkill Dale Mine. There are also the remains of a 
previously un-recorded horse gin. This lies 
immediately west of the water wheel pit, just below 
the track that runs up the dale. The part of the gin 
alongside the track has a retaining wall and between it 
and the river is the capped shaft. Whether this gin is 
contemporary with the water wheel or pre-dates it is 

not known. 
Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Jim 
Rieuwerts, Phil Shaw and Paul Smith. 



5. Ochre Mine, Lathkill Dale. Over Haddon 
Derbyshire SK 1834 6588. 
In the west side of the dale running north from 
Lathkill Dale to Haddon Grove there is an obvious 
level entrance into a vein working. This can be 
followed underground for about 58m through narrow 
stopes, with traces of orange-brown ochre deposits in 
parts. There are shotholes intermittently throughout. 
This mine is on the western continuation of the Gank 
Hole Vein and it is thought that this, as with Gank 
Hole Mine to the east, was worked lbr ochre in the 
late 19th century. Immediately below the level 
entrance there is a line of three small platforms 
descending the slope, retained by drystone walling, 
the upper two presumably for processing the ochre, 
the lowest one probably a loading bay for carts. 
Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Jim 
Rieuwerts, Phil Shaw, Paul Smith, Terry Worthington 
and others. 

6. Adit into Wenley Hill Vein, Bradford Dale, near 
Youlgreave Derbyshire SK 2045 6386. 
The surface expression of Wenley Hill Vein is marked 
by a large but now shallow open-cut traversing 
diagonally down the southern side of Bradford Dale. 
There are no tooling marks or shotholes on the 
exposed walls of the vein. At the lower end of the 
open-cut is a miners' drystone wall of unknown 
purpose built atop the northern cheek of the vein. 
Directly below the vein amongst obvious mine waste 
heaps are the remains of a double coe and nearby is 
an entrance cutting, leading to a partly-filled adit at 
the cliff base, that could have been for a narrow 
gauge tramway. 
Present John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Jun Rieuwerts 
and Phil Shaw. 

7. Surface remains at Litton Frith, Cressbrook Dale, 
near Cressbrook. Derbyshire SKI70 735 to 170 745. 
Litton Frith is the old name for the heavily wooded 
western daleside above Ravensdale Cottages. At SK 
1701 7428, alongside the field wall at the daleside top, 
there is a prominent shaft hollow which is believed to 
be the Founder Shaft of Lucknow Vein, freed in 1858 
by John Leech ofTideswell. Down slope from the 
shaft are two possible run-in entrances to levels that 
were driven into the vein. In the field to the west, at 
SK 1685 7430, are visually-impressive hillocks on 
the same vein containing shaft hollows and the 
possible ruins of a small eoe. 

To the south of Lucknow Vein and alongside 
the footpath that leads down Litton Frith are two 
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parallel veins. The more northerly is Sprucebed Vein, 
on the range of which, are a spoil mound and the run
in entrance to a narrow level at SK 1699 73 79. The 
southerly vein is Independence Vein and at SK 1699 
73 7 5 are the remains of a run-in level atop a flat area 
possibly for ore dressing. Below the dressing floor is 
a possible mine road. At the top of the daleside, 
Independence Vein is exposed as a 4-5 feet wide vein 
containing a large amount ofbarite. No sign of the 
two veins is evident in the fields to the west and it is 
believed that hillocks have been flattened and 
returned to agricultural use. Both of these veins were 
freed in 1860 by William Hulley of Ashford. 

At SK 1 700 7352, in the crags at the top of 
Litton Frith, is a small trial level that ends after a few 
feet. 

To the north of the footbridge that crosses the 
stream in the dale floor are the remains of a large 
double coe, a run-in level and associated hillock at 
SK 1715 7415. Surface evidence suggests that the 
level was driven into the daleside from the back of 
the coe. The name of this vein is unknown but the 
geological map of the area shows the vein running 
obliquely up the eastern daleside, eventually 
connecting to Watersaw Rake. 

At SK 1756 7453. at the bottom of Litton 
Frith, to the south of Arborseats/Hading Vein, is a 
trial level driven into a narrow vein, which ends at a 
forefield after about 15 feet. Again the name of this 
vein remains unknown. 

Present: Chris Heathcote and Phil Shaw. 

8. Calcite Mine. Litton Frith, Cressbrook Dale, near 
Cressbrook, Derbyshire SK 1702 7331 

Located on the steep hillside are the surface remains 
of this mine, shown on the 1896 Ordnance Survey 25 
inches to one mile map of the area. At this time the 
mine was simply noted as ' level'. Today the remains 
comprise of a walled entrance cutting leading to the 
massively collapsed entrance to the mine. The 
collapse has exposed the vein, which is about 5 feet 
wide and is predominately calcite with very small 
'stringers' of lead ore. Outside the cutting is a flat 
topped hillock, possibly used for dressing. Below the 
hillock are the remains of an inclined 'chute' leading 
to a loading area, from where a mine road lead down 
to the tarmac road below. 

The mine was worked for calcite in the 1960s 
by George and Wallace Fletcher (Terry Worthington, 
pers comm); most of the features visible today may 
date to this period, although the level and presumably 
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the hillock have earlier origins. 
Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote and Phil 
Shaw. 

9. Hurst's Pit Sough, near Lumb Hole, Cressbrook 
Dale, Derbyshire SK 1723 7315 
About 200 feet north of the powerful resurgence 
known as Lumb Hole, there is the overgrown 
although recognisable tail of Hurst's Pit Sough (J. 
Rieuwerts pers comm.). The sough was driven along 
the sole of Cowslip Vein on the eastern side of the 
dale and drained the western range of the Robinwash/ 
Crossdale Head vein system. 
When visited the sough was completely dry whilst 
Lumb Hole was emitting a great volume of water. 
Immediately opposite the sough tail, but on the 
western daleside, are what could be the remains of a 
coe and small ore dressing area. 
Present: Chris Heathcote and Phil Shaw. 

10. Eastern Range of Maury Vein, Millers and 
Tideswell Dales, nearTideswell, Derbyshire SK153 
731. 
At SK 1530 7318, on the northern side of Millers 
Dale, a short partly-backfilled trial level as been 

driven into the eastern range of Maury Vein. 
Immediately outside the level is a fairly large 
overgrown tip suggesting that the level was longer 
than is apparent today. 

At SK 1540 7328, on the eastern side of 
Tideswell Dale, an obvious level at brook level as 
been driven for about 20 feet along Maury Vein. 
Immediately opposite, on the western daleside, the 
vein can be seen in a high limestone crag at the top of 
which appears to be a level or small stope. As we had 
no climbing/abseiling equipment, for safety reasons 
this was not entered. 
Present: Chris Heathcote and Phil Shaw. 

11. Lead Mining on Thorpe Cloud. Dovedale, 

Derbyshire SK 1525 5105 
One of the party (JR) has found a document in the 
Public Records Office in Kew, London, recording a 
dispute at a vein situated on Thorpe Cloud in the 
1640s. It was decided to investigate whether anything 
remained to be seen at this locality. On the eastern 
side of the hill overlooking Lin Dale the surface 
expression of this vein is still evident, comprising 
numerous shallow depressions traversing obliquely up 
the steep hillside. At one point the vein walls are 
exposed in a shallow opencut that 'bellies' out on the 
up-slope side. No tool marks or stemple slots were 
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observed. On the range of the vein at its southern or 
down-slope end, there is a fairly large grass-covered 
mound containing a shallow round depression that 
could possibly be the location of the run-in 'founder 
shaft'. 

Present: Chris Heathcote, Jirn Rieuwerts and Phil 
Shaw. 

If you have information on any of the sites noted 
or would like to contribute to future issues of this 
series of notes, please contact: Chris Heathcote, 15 
Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, High Peak, Derbys 
SK23 9TX (01298 814822) or John Barnatt, 21 The 
Front, Fairfield, Buxton, Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 
77923), (e-mail john.barnatt@btinternet.com). 

MODERN "RED SOIL/MAGPIE" DISASTERS 
Members who attended the recent Peak District 

Mining Museum 25th Anniversary celebrations were 
entertained with re-enactment of the Red Soil/Magpie 
incident in which a number of Red Soil miners lost 
their lives as a result of Magpie Miners trying to 
smoke them out of their mine. These members, and 
our other members, may be interested to know that 
such skirmishes continue to the present day. Two 
incidents have recently been reported in the April 
2004 edition of the "World Mining Equipment" 
journal. 

These were: 
1. To the south of Jakarta, Indonesia, the 

Government have a state-run gold mine alongside a 
private "illegal" gold mine. These two mines were 
connected underground. There was a dispute between 
the mine owners and the owners of the "illegal" mine 
are said to have set fire to a heap of tyres in their 
shaft. The fumes from this fire then spread through 
both mines and 13 miners in the Government Mine 
died from smoke fumes. 

2. In China, the owner of a private "illegal" coal 
mine found that local villagers were using a nearby 
abandoned mine entrance to access old coal workings. 

The owner sent four workers with explosives to seal 
off the old entrance. In the blast that ensured, 29 
people were killed, including three of the four 
workers sent to seal off the old workings. 
Ivor Brown 

LETTER RECEIVED BY LONGSTANDING 
MEMBER, RON SLACK 

About May 2002, I contacted you to ask 
permission to put some of your work on my website. 
The piece was about Brassington, to be found in your 



book "Lands and Lead miners" (1991). The page can 
be seen at: 
http//www.wirksworth.org. uk/ A 73-BRAS.htm 

Subsequently there has been a rather unusual 
development. Two words used by you were "Baptise" 
and "Slurry". Someone discovered that if they 
searched Google (the Internet search engine) for these 
two words, only one webpage (from around 3 billion 
webpages) was found by Google - mine. If a unique 
webpage contains a pair of words, it is called a 
"Googlewhack". The person contacted Dave Gorman, 
who was at the time was writing a book called "The 
Googlewhack Adventure". 

Dave Gorman, who is an "alternative 
comedian" and has staged hundreds of one-man 
shows around the world, is prepared to literally travel 
to anywhere in the world to interview the writer of a 

Googlewhack webpage. He contacted me, then 
travelled down from London to Dorset to interview 
me for his forthcoming book. While with me, he 
asked me to find his next Googlewhack. Eventually I 
found one (Y oyo Triptychs) which was based in 
China, so Gorman got a Chinese visa, and headed for 
China. 

The full story is told in Gorman' s book 
"Googlewhack Adventure" ISBN 091-89196-5, price 
about £10 in paperback. The interview with me, 
triggered by your words "Baptise" and "Slurry" are 
told in chapter 20, pages 289-296. 

You may think from the above story that I am 
out of my mind or something, but I assure you that it 

is all quite true, and easy to confirm. Dave Gorman 
has now put the story on the stage as "The 
Googlewhack Adventure". Have a look at this Internet 
address, which tells you more about the book and the 
stage show: 
http://www.davegorman.com/googlewhack/gwbook.h 

tml 
Details of the venues can be seen on: 
http ://wwvv.davegorman.com/current.html 

I'd like to thank you for providing the text to 
put on my Wirksworth website, and the two words 
that started all this madness rolling. I think you ought 
to get a percentage of the takings, but you must 
contact Dave Gorman himself about this. 
John Palmer, Dorset. 
Author ofWirksworth website: 

http:/ lwww.wirksworth.org. uk 

16 

INTERNATIONAL MINING HISTORY 
CONGRESS 

Plans being developed for future International 
Mining History Congress conferences seem to be 
settling on the next Congress being held in Belgium, 

to be followed by India. 
Further information will be published when it is 

available. 

NAMH02004 
The 2004 NAMHO Conference will be held on 

24 - 26 July 2004 at the John Ruskin School at 
Coniston in the Lake District. It is being organised by 
the Cumbria Amenity Trust Mining History Society. 

The theme of the Conference will be "The 
Extractive Industries of Cumbria". The full 
programme of events (lectures, underground and 
surface trips, and the Saturday night Social Event) has 
been published. This programme, together with 
booking forms, is now available from the Conference 
Secretary, Sheila Barker, The Rise, ALSTON, 

Cumbria, CA9 3DB. E-Mail: 
sheila.barker@cybermoor.org as well as being on the 
www.catmhs.co.uk, www.namho.org or 
www.mininghistory.org websites. 

Persons proposing to attend the Conference are 
advised to book accommodation early as the Lake 
District is very busy at the end of July. An 
accommodation list is available on the above web 
sites. 

COPY FOR THE OCTOBER 2004 EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 5 September 2004. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315 . 

E-Mail:- wes@wtaylor44.fsnet.co.uk 

EAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, 
South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. 

Tel:- (01629) 583834. 
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~: www.pdmhs.com 
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