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U/G Meet, Matlock Bath 
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1 December 
23 January 2005 
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U/G Meet, Matlock Bath 
Surface Walk, Manifold Valley 
NAMHO Conference 

TO ALL MEMBERS 
Notice is hereby given that the Thirtieth Annual 

General Meeting of the Peak District Mines Historical 
Society Limited will be held at 6.00pm on Saturday 
27 November 2004 at the Peak District Mining 
Museum, The Pavilion, Matlock Bath, 
Derbyshire. The Agenda will be distributed at the start 
of the meeting. 
By Order 
JR Thorpe 
Acting Secretary 

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 
As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 

Association of the Company, the following Directors 
will retire at the Annual General Meeting:-

1. The Deputy Chairman 
2. The Hon Treasurer 
3. The Hon Editor 
4. The Hon Recorder 
S. Two ordinary Committee Members 
The Committee that was elected at the 

Twenty Ninth Annual General Meeting, which was 
held on Saturday 22 November 2003, is as follows:-

Chairman Mr P Smith 
Deputy Chairman Mr A Mutter + 
Hon Secretary Post Vacant (Mr J R 

Thorpe is co-opted as company secretary) 
Hon Treasurer Mr D Gough + 
Hon Recorder Mr R Paulson • 
Hon Editor Dr L M Willies • 
Ordinary Members 

DrIJ Brown 
Dr J Barnatt 
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MrsE MDixon 
MrDWebb 
Mr D Williams • 
Mr T Worthington+ 

Those directors whose names are marked • are 
retiring as required by the Articles of Association and 
are eligible for re-election. Those directors whose 
names are marked + are retiring and are not eligible 
for re-election. Fully paid up Members of the Society, 
who are aged 18 years and over, are invited to 
nominate Members of the Society (who themselves 
are fully paid up and who have consented to 
nomination) for the vacant posts on the Committee. 

Nominations are required for the positions of:
Deputy Chairman 
Hon Secretary 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
Two Ordinary Members 

A nomination form is enclosed with this 
Newsletter for you to use. Any nomination will be 
accepted provided that it is in the format prescribed. 
All nominations must be received by Mr J Thorpe 
(Acting Secretary) by 13th November 2004. Proof of 
posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. All 
nominations must be accompanied by a written 
curriculum vitae that will be included in the Agenda 
of the Annual General Meeting if a ballot is required 
to elect Directors. 

To save on postage costs, nominations for the 
Committee may be sent with Annual Dinner bookings 
to the Acting Secretary. 
JR Thorpe 
Acting Secretary 



FORTY FIFTH PDMHS ANNUAL DINNER 
Tue Forty Fifth Annual Society Dinner will be 

held on Saturday 27 November 2004 at The Temple 
Hotel, Temple Road, Matlock Bath. Please assemble 
in the lounge at 7.00pm for dinner at 7.30pm. 

There will not be an after-dinner speaker this 
year. This will enable you to chat with your friends. 

MENU 

Vegetable & pasta soup 
Ratatouille tartlets with cheese 

Melon with blackberry compote 

Roast TurkeyBeefwith cheese & garlic croute 
Poached salmon & prawns 

Spinach, cheese & walnut pancake 
(all served with new, roast potatoes & seasonal 

vegetables) 

Plum pudding 
Mincemeat & orange tart 

Vanilla cheesecake 

Coffee 

Tue cost of the dinner will be £18.50 per head. 
Please use the booking form enclosed and send 

your remittance to:- Mr John Thorpe, "The Old 
Bakehouse", 2 Cobden Road, MATLOCK, DE4 3JR. 

Please book early and allow 14 days for the 
receipt of your tickets (SAE please). Tickets may also 
be collected from John Thorpe at the AGM. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Soar & Robinson, Nottingham 
S Langley, Chinley 
R Hunter OBE, Chesterfield 
M Roe & A Davies, Halifax 
W J Mason, Chorley 
PG Burrows, Weybridge 
W A Fraser, Buxton 
D G Taylor, Apperknowle 

BARMOTE EVENT 2004 
The annual Barmote Event will take place on 20 

October 2004 at the Peak District Mining Museum, 
Matlock Bath. It will start at 11.00am. 

Tue event continues the long tradition of mining 
regulation which has stretched over centuries. Tue 
meeting gives an opportunity to meet old friends and 
new members. Indeed, a special effort will be made 
to interest new members in an occasion which the 
Peak District Mines Historical Society has taken over 
as their own. 

There are many areas of interest at the Museum 
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and, as usual, refreshments will be provided. 
New members will receive their own invitation. 

The usual suspects need only ring the Museum 
(01629- 583834) to give some idea of the catering 
requirements and the distribution of the customary 
clay pipes and tobacco. 
Jim Rieuwerts -Foreman of the Wirksworth Barmote 
Court 

SHAFTS ON OSSOMS HILL. NEAR WETTON 
About 3 years ago the National Trust asked that 

we inspect a suspected collapse of old mine workings 
on Ossoms Hill. Tue ground had given way as a 
slurry spreader was being driven across the field. 
Following on from this incident, the National Trust 
invited us to inspect and advise on several adits on 
National Trust land in the Manifold area, but 
excluding Ecton. Some of these adits have now been 
gated. 

A group of overgrown shafts on Ossoms Hill 
appeared to be interesting and recently a dig was 
carried out to locate the collar of a possible drawing 
shaft. Tue shaft was in a fenced enclosure but after 
the removal of a trailer load of barbed wire and other 
rubbish, the collar of the shaft was not found. 

On a later visit a partly open shaft was located 
about 40 yards away. This shaft had a generous 
overhang of earth clods that were held together by 
barbed wire, hundreds of bottles, jars, tins etc. It 
looked promising. 

We roped up and removed what rubbish we 
could and gardened the rest down the shaft. No 
ginging had been necessary as the steeply dipping 
limestone outcropped just below the grass and looked 
safeish. 

I was voted to go down the shaft first. This 
decision was based on the argument that "we don't 
know how deep it is, we don't know how much rope 
you want but if200ft is not enough we will send you 
some more and, anyway, it's your turn". It's awful 
what the youngsters do to us old "coffin dodgers 
these days". So it was over the edge for me. 

About 50 feet down it began to get dark - I had 
forgotten my lamp. After much muffled mirth and 
poking of fim at me, the others condescended to 
lower a lamp and belt to me. Before the lamp was 
lowered to me a sweepstake was held on the odds of 
me dropping the lamp before I could strap it on under 
the harness etc. 

At about 80 feet down the shaft opens out to 
about 15 feet diameter. It bottoms out at about 120 
feet onto a pile of farm rubbish, some recent, which 
almost fills the chamber at the bottom of the shaft. A 
level 4 feet wide follows an east/west trending fault 
which hades about 20 degrees and which has been 
worked for lead. 



Two stages of working are evident. The level at 
the bottom follows the fault to an easterly forefield. 
Westwards along the mined fault there is a climb 
down through the rubbish and under a rock arch, the 
purpose of which is unknown, that ends in a vertical 
wall of clay with a small shaft in the top about 30 feet 
up. An east trending flatwork some 10 feet wide and 
4 feet high can be seen but no amount of swinging on 
the rope allowed a better view. To the west another 
level can be seen with sleepers in situ. Clearly, as the 
shaft reached the lead vein, the upper levels were 
worked at shaft bottom, when they were exhausted, 
sinking continued to the present level. 

There are 7 /8" diameter shot holes in the shaft 
and these appear to be contemporary with 1750-1800 
workings, possibly Gilbert's trials. 

We look forward to another trip down this shaft 
to survey it, photograph it and to retrieve the tack.le 
bag etc that I dropped down the shaft. 

The team on this exploration was Len Kirkham, 
Steve Mills Daren Conde, John Shenton, and National 
Trust employees, Frank & Paul. 
Len Kirkham 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
I am a relatively new member of the Society, 

having done about six underground trips under Paul 
Chandler's leadership. I would like to take this 
opportunity of thanking Paul, and other experienced 
mine explorers, for putting up with a complete 
novice. 

The experience has been enjoyable, apart from 
being suspended by the ankles over Magpie Mine 
main shaft. However, Paul assures me that this is the 
usual initiation ceremony. 

I also have the daft hobby of collecting 
mugs/beakers from industrial and railway heritage 
sites. I understand that a few years ago the Peak 
District Mining Museum did sell a mug depicting the 
Museum and Mining Heritage. If anyone out there 
still has one of these mugs they don't particularly 
want, I will gladly buy it off you and refund the 
postage. 
Keith Adamson, 12 3 Stocksway, Shepley, 
Huddersfield, HD8 8DN Tel: 01484 606877. 
E-Mail: us@adamsonsO. (snet. co. uk 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES-OBSERVATIONS 
AND DISCOVERIES-PART 12 
1. Postulated Basalt Mine Adit Millers Dale. 
Derbyshire SK1350 7388 

Previously (Short Notes 8, 9) it was suggested 
that the adit here may have been the entrance to a 
basalt mine. Further local information and field 
inspection has shown that this is not the case. Ray 
Slack of the National Park Ranger Service remembers 
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being told that the adit was driven to provide access 
under the road to the north (from Millers Dale to 
Wormhill) from a surface basalt quarry at Knotlow. 
This was necessary because permission could not be 
gained to cross the road at surface. 

The 'total collapse' within the adit noted 
previously has proved illusory~ it has been possible to 
climb over this in a void above original rooflevel and 
re-enter the horizontal adit beyond. Thi'S runs for a 
short distance, with vertical roof support timbers at 
both passage sides and along the centre of the 
passage, holding up substantial but rotten roof 
timbers. At the end there is the bottom end of a large 
iron chute for stone that ascends a rising passage. 
This can be followed upwards for several metres but 
the whole of this passage is in an advanced state of 
collapse with much fallen timberwork and roof voids. 
It ends in what appears to be a total collapse, which 
was considered too dangerous to inspect closely. The 
whole adit is in an extremely dangerous state and 
should not be entered. 

At surface at the north side of the road, on the 
lower flank of Knotlow, there is a hollow where the 
chute presumably came to surface. Above this the 
surface course of the chute (or possible an inclined 
tramway) can be traced running up the hillside and 
then up a steep-sided spoil heap; the stumps of two 
supporting timbers remain near the top end. From the 
flat top of this spoil heap a narrow but well made 
track or tramway bed follows the contour to a small 
quarry on the north-west side of the hill (SK 1340 
7366). The size of this quarry and the relatively large 
size of the spoil heap suggests that very little if any 
processed basalt was taken under the road; however, 
the stone derived from driving the tunnel was 
presumably taken down into the limestone quarry as 
there is no substantial spoil heap at its lower end. 
Present: John Barnatt, Dave Webb, Alan Keen. 

2. Edge Rake Sough. Tideswell. Der!zyshire SKI 442 
7662 

This sough, entered via an air shaft with fixed 
ladder which is about 7 .5m deep, has been driven 
following a thin bed of rotted toadstone (or possibly a 
clay wayboard). At the base of the shaft it is about 
Im thick and its removal has given the sough a flat 
limestone roof with no sign of a vein. From the base 
of the shaft, which was entered by the Orpheus 
Caving Club in 1960 after digging out and repairing 
the shaft, the passage heading towards the tail is silted 
but it is possible to crawl along this at least as far as a 
further air shaft, now capped at surface, about half 
way to the tail. Progress in the other direction, 
towards the eastern end of Edge Rake, is easier as the 
silt here has been removed by Derek Stables. The 
clay bed rapidly decreases in thickness until it is less 



than 1 Ocm and the sough is driven through limestone 
below, while the flat limestone bed immediately 
above the clay fonns the roof. The passage is 
somewhat sinuous and there are shotholes of 
18th/19th Century type. The accessible passage ends 
at a point where its upper part stops abruptly at what 
is best described as a 'forefield' . However, at floor 
level there is a small flooded hole continuing 
horizontally, now silted and too small to enter. 
Whether the sough intersected a pre-existing working, 
or a natural passage as Derek Staples has suggested 
(Eldon Potholing Club Journal, No 5, pp 29-31), 
could not be assessed. It is estimated that the 
'forefield' is about 75m from the tail. 
Present: John Barnatt, Paul Chandler and other 
PDMHS members. 

3. Bakestonedale and Sponds Moor Collieries. Pott 
Shrigley/Lyme Handley. Cheshire. centred on SK 
959799 

The surface remains here, between Kettleshulme 
and Pott Shrigley, running for about l .5km north-east 
from the old brickworks at Bakestonedale to the deer 
wall at the south end of Lyme Park, are a fine 
example of an 18th/20th Century coal mine. They 
exploited several coal seams, which outcrop close 
together, including the Big Smut, Lower Mountain 
and Lower Foot. 

The surface features include capped shafts and 
waste heaps spaced at relatively regular intervals 
across the moor, some with gin circles and access 
causeways. They are all in a broad band, parallel to 
the seams, running south-west/north-east. The 39-43 
shafts close to the outcrops at the south-east side were 
shallow and all that remains are small waste heaps 
from their sinking and usually a hollow at the site of 
the shaft; there are also four restricted areas which 
have small pits which appear to be opencast workings 
at the seam outcrops. The 24 more-widely spaced 
shafts on higher ground to the north-west side mostly 
have larger hillocks and often have a visible gin 
circle. These shafts were probably relatively deep 
and went to seams at depth; there are three 
exceptions, which presumably were for earlier trials 
in the upper seams. Most of the deep shafts are 
linked by cart-width, raised, causeways. In at least 
two places the shafts are so close together this 
suggests different periods of working, with new shafts 
sunk close to others that had previously collapsed. 
There are 10-12 gin circles, often partially destroyed 
by shaft-top collapse, which has left large inverted 
cones. One backfilled shaft has the top section of 
sandstone ginging still visible. One gin circle has a 
ruined semi-circular shelter wall to one side, while 
two others have semicircular gullies that are either for 
drainage or are where shelter walls have been 
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removed; another has a semi-circular bank. One of 
the gins still retains its central bearing block complete 
with iron bearing. In 1-2 examples erosion has 
revealed that the horse walks have sandstone setts. At 
1-2 shafts there are also slight remains of the footings 
of small buildings. Five shafts in the south-western 
half have been capped by the coal authority and have 
large concrete plinths. The site of an ad.it by the 
stream, marked on 20h Century Ordnance Survey 
maps, is now visible only as a hollow in the steep 
streamside slope with an adjacent timber post. To the 
west some surface remains have perhaps been 
removed by Moorside Quarry and while one shaft 
above the quarry's eastern face has a concrete plinth, 
nothing remains of associated buildings; a tramway to 
the brickworks below has been masked by quarry 
spoil. 

The coal seam outcrops continue to the south of 
the brickworks and it is known there are several shaft 
hillocks here, but these have not been examined, as 
there is no public access. 

To date only minimal research has been carried 
out on the history of this site. It was clearly worked 
in the 20th Century as indicated by Ordnance Survey 
maps and this extraction was presumably for fireclay 
processed in the brickworks below; the streamside 
adit is not shown on maps until the mid 20th Century. 
The shaft, buildings and tramway above the 
brickworks are marked on the 1909 map as a 'Coal 
Pit' and were in use at this date, although the 
brickworks is also shown so the mine presumably 
also produced fireclay. This same map also shows 
four further shafts, three to the extreme north-east 
marked as 'coal pits (disused)'. They also show 
another (that with the walled gin circle) which lies just 
east of the parish boundary wall which cuts the 
mining remains into north-eastern and south-western 
halves; this shaft is annotated 'Old Coal Pit' but is 
shown as open and it may thus have been an air shaft 
at this date. The 1875 and 1840 Ordnance Survey 
map show the three north-eastern shafts, plus one 
other nearby, as in use. All the other shafts 
presumably predate 1840 as they are closer to the 
seam outcrops. F arey in 1811 refers to the coal mines 
here as two separate working collieries -
'Spons-moor' and 'Bakestone-dale', both noted as 
mining '2nd coal', while the former also produced 
'crowstone' (ganister) and the latter 'brasses' (iron 
pyrites). Presumably at this date the parish boundary 
divided the two collieries; this is supported by the 
archaeological evidence, for the access causeways 
south-west of the access track which runs from one 
end of the site to the other all meet this at an angle to 
lead south-westwards, while those of the other side all 
lead north-eastwards. While Farey's list indicates 
extraction was taking place at the beginning of the 
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19th Century, it is not known how far back into the 
18th Century, or before, we need to go for a date for 
the first mining. 

If anyone has information about the history of 
the mine, please could they contact the authors. 

If you have information on any of the sites noted 
or would like to contribute to future issues of this 
series of notes, please contact: Chris Heathcote, 15 
Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, High Peak, Derbys 
SK23 9TX (01298 814822) or John Barnatt, 21 The 
Front, Fairfield, Buxton, Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 
77923), (e-mail john.barnatt@btintemet.com). 

JAMES BATEMAN'S HOUSE 
The ruins of James Bateman's house in Lathkill 

Dale, Bakewell, Derbyshire has recently been 
renovated and opened to the public. 

This ruined house stands on the south side of the 
River Lathkill and, at one time, was surrounded by a 
hive oflead mining activity. Today, the mining 
activity has gone but the remnants, in the form of 
grassy hillocks, adits into the mines, capped shafts, 
soughs, remains of an aqueduct, water wheel pits and 
a derelict engine house, remain. 

James Bateman was appointed "agent" of the 
Lathkill Dale Mine in the early 1830' s. One of the 
biggest problems at the mine was water. To remove 
water from the mine there was a leviathan pump 
driven by a 52 foot diameter water wheel. In addition, 
below his living room floor, there was an 
extraordinary masterpiece to control the water. 

Under the house, a level leads to the edge of a 
shaft that connects at the bottom with a sough. It is 
reputed that Bateman installed a revolutionary 
water-driven pump invented in the 1830's by the 
Dakeyne brothers. It is reputed that the house was 
built over the shaft to hide this pump from the prying 
eyes of his competitors. Whether this statement is 
true is open to debate. 

The conservation of Bateman's House has cost 
£150,000 and has been a partnership between English 
Heritage and English Nature. The work involved 
clearing a jungle of undergrowth to gain access to the 
house. The house itself was full of rubble about 6ft 
deep. Grasses, mosses and flowers were removed and 
stored. These plants have been replaced on the newly 
pointed stonework. This planting will ensure that in 
five years time the building will have the appearance 
of a moss-clad ruin. 

A green oak bridge has been built over the river 
to reach Bateman's House. There is now a staircase to 
give visitors access to the vault beneath the house 
and the shaft. 

Large scale working at Lathkill Dale Mine ended 
in 1842 and Batemen laid off most of his 120 men. 
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The Dale and the mining remains were left for nature 
to take over again. 
Abstract from Heritage Today - March 2004. 
Submitted by MC Black 

NAMH02005 
This will take place on the weekend of 8-10 July 

2005. It is being organised jointly by members of the 
Wealden Cave and Mine Society, Kent Underground 
Research Group, Subterranea Britannica and Chelsea 
Speleological Society. 

The weekend will be based at the residential 
Juniper Hall Field Study Centre near Dorking, owned 
by the Field Studies Council, and there will also be 
nearby campsite accommodation available 

Full details of the weekend, together with costs 
and booking forms, can be found at: 
www.namho2005.wcms.org.uk. This information is 
also available from Robin Albert, 13 Beaufort Road, 
Reigate, Surrey, RH2 9DQ. 

For more information on the sites of the South 
East, visit the following websites: 
www.wcms.org.uk (extensive photo gallery and 
information archive, mostly for Surrey) 
www.kurg.org.uk (information on sites in Kent and 
East Sussex) 
www.subbrit.org.uk (mostly military and Cold War 
sites across the UK) 

WHAT TO SEE IN SOUTH EAST ENGLAND 
In 2005, the National Association of Mining 

History Organisations will be meeting for its annual 
conference and field meet in Surrey. For the 
unenlightened this might seem a strange place to get 
together to discuss and visit mines. However, I hope 
to surprise you, and show you that the area has a long 
tradition of mining, and there is much of interest to 
visit and explore in Surrey, Sussex and Kent. 

Some of the oldest mines in Britain are to be 
found in this region: the flint mines of the Neolithic 
period. There are several recognised underground 
mining sites high on the chalk hills of Sussex, though 
not so well known as the Grimes Graves site in 
Norfolk. 

During the Iron Age, iron extraction commenced 
in the Weald area of Surrey, Sussex and Kent, and 
continued during the Roman occupation and right 
through to the early 19th century. The ore was dug in 
the main from simple shaft workings akin to bell-pits, 
and known locally as 'minepits'. 

In the medieval period, blast furnaces were built, 
fired using charcoal from the extensive Wealden 
forests. In the middle of the 19th century, there was 
one unsuccessful attempt to work iron ore using 
shafts and levels near Wadhurst in East Sussex. This 



site has recently been reopened and explored by 
members of the Kent Underground Research Group. 

Coal was discovered in East Kent in the early 
years of the 20th century, and continued to be 
extracted until the 1980s, when the contraction of the 
coal industry caused the last mine to close. Tue 
coal-bearing strata lies completely hidden by the 
overlying Cretaceous rocks, and the mines were never 
as productive or prosperous as the collieries in South 
Wales, the Midlands, or the North of England. Had 
they become so, East Kent might have been as 
industrialised as parts of Lancashire, or Staffordshire. 

Whilst searching for coal beneath the Cretaceous 
rocks of the South East, engineers discovered 
extensive deposits of gypsum in the rocks near Battle, 
East Sussex. A mine was established at Mountfield to 
extract and process these deposits, and a second mine 
opened at Brightling in the 1960s. Although 
Mountfield Mine has now closed, Brightling Mine is 
still in operation, and we hope to arrange visits to the 
very extensive workings for a limited number of 
NAMHO conference delegates in 2005. 

Close to the conference site, there are a number 
of archaeologically important mining sites that will 
provide the main focus of the field visits over the 
weekend. These workings provided building stone for 
local and regional use from early Medieval times until 
the end of the nineteenth century. These underground 
firestone quarries, to give them their proper title, were 
dug into the Upper Greensand stratum that directly 
underlies the well-known chalk hills of the North 
Downs in East Surrey. One site in particular has been 
left more or less undisturbed since abandonment in 
the late 17th or early 18th century, and is now a 
realistic candidate for scheduling as an ancient 
monument of national importance. 

Later workings at Godstone contain much 
evidence of underground tramways, and later used as 
mushroom farms and as secure storage sites during 
the Second World War. Mining in Surrey continued 
after the demise of the local building stone industry, 
as the softer varieties of the Upper Greensand were 
dug for use as hearthstone. This material was sold for 
use in the home as a whitening agent for stone steps 
and window sills, and stone hearths. When rubbed 
into these surfaces, it leaves a chalky-white deposit, 
considered attractive at the time, and well-worth the 
labour involved, particularly when you had a 
domestic servant to do it for you! Tue last mine at 
Reigate closed as recently as 1961 . 

Another stone quarried underground in West 
Kent was Kentish Ragstone. A complex of pillar and 
stall workings has been dug at Hosey Common, near 
Westerham, an area which is now a peaceful and 
wooded open area. Other quarries were worked in the 
Maidstone area, both surface pits and underground. 
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The workings at Hosey Common, close to Winston 
Churchill's home at Chartwell, will be open for 
NAMHO 2005 delegates. 

In Kent and Essex, a long tradition of chalk 
mining started in the medieval period. Single shaft 
mines were sunk with short galleries at the base, 
mainly to supply agricultural chalk for use in the 
immediate locality. These pits continued to be sunk 
until surprisingly recently, and were called chalk 
wells, and have also become known as deneholes. 
NAMHO 2005 delegates will have the chance to visit 
a medieval denehole complex near Grays in Essex. 
Chalk mining using pillar and stall extraction became 
widespread to the south and east of London from the 
18th century onwards. The mines provided chalk for 
lime-burning, and for brick-making. Tue extensive 
workings at Chislehurst near Bromley were later used 
for storing ammunition, for growing mushrooms, and 
as London's largest air raid shelter in the Second 
World War. They later provided a venue for rock 
concerts in the 1960s, when bands such as the Rolling 
Stones appeared on stage. Tue caves are now a public 
attraction, and a special extensive tour for NAMHO 
2005 delegates is being arranged, to be led by one of 
KURG's chalk mine experts. 

Reigate is a market town, established in 
Medieval times. It was the seat of the Earl of Surrey, 
William de Warrenne, who had a castle built on the 
low hill just to the north of the present High Street. 
The town centre lies on an extremely pure bed of 
silver sand, part of the Folkestone Beds of the Lower 
Greensand formation. As a result, the townspeople of 
Reigate soon came to realise they had a valuable 
resource literally under their feet. Small mines started 
to develop from the back yards and cellars of the 
properties in the town centre. Unregulated 
development of the sand mines led to a veritable 
warren of tunnels under the earl's castle, and 
elsewhere. Tue sand was used for glass-making, as an 
absorbent material for floor cleaning (soaking up split 
beer from the floors of pubs!), and as a valuable 
horticultural sand. More organised mining superseded 
the older workings, and several well-preserved sand 
mines will be accessible over the NAMHO 2005 
weekend. The older unstable caverns were largely 
filled in during the 1980s for safety reasons. 

Tue enigmatic Barons' Cave under Reigate 
Castle has been a local public attraction for at least 
250 years. It is currently opened, together with other 
Reigate caves, by the Wealden Cave and Mine 
Society on four weekends every summer. This cave is 
in reality a subterranean passage dug for an unknown 
purpose beneath Reigate Castle, and is full of ancient 
graffiti from countless visitors since the 1650's. 

The area, and Kent in particular, has many 
important underground defensive structures, two of 
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which are included in the list of sites to be visited on 
NAMHO 2005. These are Fort Amherst at Rochester 
and the Western Heights at Dover, both of which 
have significant widerground features. 

Before concluding, the largest collection of 
working beam engines in Britain deserves a mention. 
Although constructed to provide water for London, 
the Kew Bridge Pumping Station should be of great 
interest to mine historians. It contains several classic 
Cornish beam engines, the largest of which has a 
cylinder diameter of I 00 inches, built by Harveys of 
Hayle, which unfortunately has not yet been restored. 
Also there is a 90 inch diameter engine that was built 
at the Copperhouse Fowidry in Cornwall. The latter 
engine is steamed every weekend. Several other large 
engines may be seen working, and the impression of 
power gained at Kew is very reminiscent of what one 
might have seen at countless deep mine sites 
throughout the world in the 19th century. 

For the more academically minded delegates, 
there will be a full lecture programme over the 
weekend, covering different aspects of mining in the 
South East. There will also be a special seminar 
"Common Aspects of European Mining History". 
The proximity of Surrey to the continent is expected 
to encourage delegates from abroad to attend. 
Peter Burgess WCMS • KURG Newsletter 

SOCIETY MEETS 
1. Pindale Mine. Hope. Derbyshire 
Sunday 31 October 2004 
Leader: Paul Chandler 

Moderate grade, dry but mucky trip. The 60ft 
shaft into mine will be rigged with ladders. Either 
abseil down the shaft and ladder out or ladder and 
line. Small amount of mine workings, but interesting 
geologically due to being on the limestone/shale 
contact. Bring camera. Members attending for the 
mine visit, MUST have experience of climbing 
flexible wire ladders. 

After the mine visit it is planned to visit the 
nearby disused Pindale Quarry. Members are 
welcome to attend Pindale Quarry part of meet only. 
Bring usual walking gear for this part of meet. 

Meet 10.00am at Castleton Youth Hostel. 

2. Wapping Mine/Cumberland Cavern. Matlock Bath 
Tuesday 9 November 2004 
Leader: Tony Wood 

This is an easy grade oversuit or boilersuit trip. 
No ladder or rope work. There is an awkward 
entrance into the mine/cave complex, otherwise it is 
easy going. There are large impressive mined stopes 
in W apping Mine. Mostly walking size passage in 
quite extensive and complex mine/cave system. Still 
some nice mineralisation in Wapping Mine. For 
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further details contact Tony Wood. Tel: 01629 
650162 or Mobile: 07855 830207. 

Meet 7.00pm at the Peale District Mining 
Museum, Matlock Bath. 

3. Owlet Hole Mine. Matlock Bath 
Tuesdav 23 November 2004 
Leader: Tony Wood 
This is a moderate grade dry mine. Wear 

oversuit or boilersuit. There is a 30ft fixed ladder 
climb into the mine, plus a l 5ft internal fixed ladder 
climb. Mine workings contain an ore-shute and a 
"fireset level". This mine is owned by PDMHS. For 
further details, contact Tony Wood. Tel: 01629 
650162 or Mobile: 07855 830207. 

Meet 7.00pm at the Peale District Mining 
Museum, Matlock Bath. 

4. Alport "Smelt Mill". Youlgrave. and 
Bateman's House. Lathkilldale. Derbyshire 

Sunday 28 November 2004 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
This is a unique opportunity to visit one of the 

most complete "lead" smelting mills in the country. 
The best time of year to view this site is during the 
winter, due to the site being much overgrown. It is 
still possible to explore the large flues and a torch and 
helmet will be handy. A surface visit to the nearby tail 
of the Shining Sough will also be included. 

Bring usual walking gear and a camera. The 
duration of the visit will be approx 2hrs. There is a 
short walk to the smelt mill site from Alport village. 
The party size will be limited to 20 persons and early 
booking is advised. Society members will be given 
preference with any remaining places open to guests. 
To book your place and details of the meeting time 
and location, contact Paul Chandler. Tel: 01246 
220773. This visit is courtesy of Haddon Estates 

References: 
a. "Yesterday's Golcondas" by Richard Bird 

(1977). The "Derbyshire section" contains a 
photograph of part of the Alport Smelt Mill site talcen 
in 1974, a plan of the flue layout at the Mill together 
with a brief description. 

b. "Pealc1and Lead Mines and Miners" by Harry 
Parker & Lynn Willies (1979). Contains a photograph 
of the Al port Smelt Mili talcen at the turn of the last 
century, a drawing of the main part of the Smelt Mill 
site and brief information. 

c. The Society's last visit to the Alport Smelt 
Mill was in 1987. This was a very popular meet with 
many members attending. (PDMHS Newsletter No 
43 for group photograph and report). 

In order to malce more use of this day a visit is 
planned to the newly conserved Bateman's House in 
Lathkilldale to view part of the Lathkilldale Sough 



which runs underneath the house. See page 5 of this 
Newsletter. 

No additional equipment will be required for this 
visit. 

5. Great Rutland Cavern and Lower Nestus. Matlock 
.fulth 

Sunday 1December2004 (Provisional date). 
Organiser: Paul Chandler. 
A visit has now been arranged but the actual date 

was not confirmed at time of writing. It will be 
known by early November. Trip information has been 
published in PDMHS Newsletter No I 09. Further 
information on the "Lower Nestus" part of the trip 
can be found in "Mining History" Vol 15, No 3. 

The party size has been limited to 8, including 
the organiser. A number of members have previously 
expressed interest. They are Andy Tickle, Brenda 
Stables, Derrick Hale, Keith Adamson, Tony 
Stubbins, Nigel Nix, Peter Hague, Richard Shaw, 
Anthony Botham, Ray Webster and Tony Wood. The 
seven places will be allocated on a "first come/first 
served" basis and to be fair to all members named, as 
some members receive their newsletter before others, 
place bookings will only be taken after 30 October. 
Members missing out on one of the places will be 
placed on a reserve list. Enquiries from other Society 
members who would be interested in attending this 
meet are welcome, but priority will be given to the 
members named above. 

To book your place and for further details 
contact Paul Chandler. Tel: 01246-220773. 

6. Ecton Mines Walk. Ecton. Staffordshire. 
Sunday 23 January 2005. 
Leader: Anthony Botham. 
The many mines in the Ecton area which were 

worked for copper and lead will be visited during this 
walk. Bring usual walking gear and packed lunch. 
This walk takes place in a fascinating mining area and 
the new walk Leader Anthony Botham deserves our 
support. 

Meet 10.00am at the large layby below Ecton 
Hill, the usual parking place for Ecton Mines trips. 
References: 

a. "The Copper & Lead Mines of Ecton Hill, 
Staffordshire" by John A. Robey & Lindsey Porter 
(1972) 

b. "The Copper & Lead Mines around the 
Manifold Valley, North Staffordshire" by Lindsey 
Porter & John Robey (2000). 

Other Society Meet Notes 
The planned visit to Treak Cliff Cavern at 

Castleton had to be cancelled due to insufficient 
interest. My thanks to those few Society members 
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who expressed interest. 
A Society member requested that a visit to H J 

Enthovens Lead Smelter at Darley Dale, Matlock be 
organised. In the letter from Enthoven' s they said that 
"unfortunately we are unable to allow the Society to 
visit H J Enthoven & Sons at the present time due to 
the fact that the site is in the process of undergoing 
major infrastructure changes'. 
Paul Chandler, PDMHS Meets Co-ordinator 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE SOCIETY 
Members are reminded that the annual 

subscription to the Society for the year 2004/05 
became due on 1September2004. 

The subscription rates are:-
Ordinary Member £15.00 
Joint Member £ 17. 00 
Family Member £19.00 
Junior Member £ 7 .00 
Institutional Member £20.00 

The membership rates shown apply to UK 
members and overseas members paying in £ sterling. 
Overseas members paying in local currency should 
ensure that their payment will yield the appropriate 
membership dues after the deduction of all charges. 

A renewal form was sent to you with the 
previous Newsletter. If you have mislaid your copy 
then send your name, address and appropriate 
cheque/postal order, payable to PDMHS Ltd to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
SW ADLINCOTE, DE12 8NA. 

COPY FOR THE JANVUARY 2005 EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETIER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 5 December 2004. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SW ADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

E-Mail:- wes@wtaylor44 .fsnet. co. uk 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, The 
Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, 

Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. 
Tel:- (01629) 583834. 

SOCIETY WEB SITES 
Society: wWw. pdmhs.com 
Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided due 
acknowledgement is made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this e,ublication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society. Copy submitted for publication is not checked 
by the Editor for accuracy. 
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