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Notice is hearby given that the Thirty First 
Annual General Meeting of the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Limited will be held at 6 .00pm on 
Saturday 26 November 2005 at the Peak District 
Mining Musewn, The Pavilion, Matlock Bath. 
Derbyshire. 

Hon Recorder Mr R Paulson* 
Hon Editor Dr L M Willies* 
Ordinary Members Dr I J Brown+ 

Mr J Barnatt 
MrsE MDixon 
MrDWebb+ 
Mr D Williams+ 
MrA Wood 

The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the 
meeting. 
By Order 
NG Nix 
Hon Secretary 

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 
As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 

Association of the Company, the following Directors 
will retire at t11e Arnmal General Meetiug:-

1. The Hon Secretary 
2. The Hon Editor 
3. The Hon Recorder 
4. Three Ordinmy Members 

The Committee that was elected at the Thirtieth 
Annual General Meeting, which was held on Saturday 
27 November 2004. is as follows:-

Chainnan Mr P Smith 
Deputy Chairman Mrs M Luff 
Hon Secretary Mr N Nix* 
Hon Treasurer Mr K Adamson 
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Those whose names are marked "' are retiring as 
required by the Articles of Association and are 
eligible for re-election. Those whose names are 
marked + are retiring and are not eligible for 
re-election. 

Fully paid up Members of the Society, who are 
aged 18 years and over, are invited to nominate 
Members of the Society (who themselves are fully 
paid up and who have consented to nomination) for 
the vacant posts on t11e C-0nunittee. 

Nominations are required for the positions of:
Hon Secretary 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Edit.or 
Three Ordinary Members 

A nomination form is enclosed with this 
Newsletter for you to use. Any nomination will be 
accepted provided that it is in the format pres~bed. 
AU nominations must be received by Mr N Nix (Hon 
Secretary) by 11November2005. Proof of posting 



cannot be accepted as proof of detiveiy. 
All nominations must be accompanied by a 

written curriculum vitae that will be included in the 
Agenda of the Annual General Meeting if a ballot is 
required to ele<..i Directors. 

To save on postage costs, nominations for the 
Conmrittee may be sent with Annual Dinner bookings 
to Mr 1 Thorpe, The Old Bakehouse, 2 Cobden Road, 
Matlock, DE4 3JR . . . 

SPECIAL RESOLUTION - "Subscriptions.,.,. 
The following resolution will be discussed at the 

meeting:-
"That Article 4 of the Articles of Association of 

the Peak District Mines Historical Society Limited 
shall be amended such that the Annual Subscription 
shall be:-

Ordinary Member £1 7 .00 
·Joint Members £19.00 
Fami ly l'vfembers £2 L 00 
Junior Member £ 9.00 
Institutional Member £22.00 
and shall take eftect from 1st September 2006." 

Explanatory note- not forming part of the Resolution. 
Subscription rates for the Society have remained 

unchanged since 2003 and it is considered prudent to 
make a modest increase in subscription charges at this 
time. The changes amount to a £2.00 increase to all 
categories. 

This resolution has the support of the Directors 
of the Society. 
Nigel Nix 
Hon Secretary 

FORTY SIXTH PDMHS ANNUAL DINNER 
The Forty Sixth Annual Society Dinner will be 

held on Saturday 26 November 2005 at the Temple 
Hotel, Temple Road, Matlock Bath. Please assemble 
in the lounge at 7.00pm for dinner at 7,30pm. 

There will not be an after-dinner speaker this 
year. This will enable you to chat with your friends 

MENU 
Carrot & orange soup (vegetarian) 

Duck liver pate with apple & ginger chutney 
Melon with prawns & Marie Rose sauoo 

Roast turkey with sage & onion stuffing and 
chipolata & booon roll 

Beef, onion and mushroom in red wine sauce 
Salmon fillet poached in mustard & lime butter 

Mediterranean vegetable & bean cassoulet 
topped with hazelnut and cheese crumble (vegetarian) 

AU main dishes served with potatoes and seasonal 
vegetables 
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Ptum pudding with hot brandy sauce 
Creamy vanilla cheesecake topped with mulled beny 

fruits 
Wann chocolate fudge cake with rum chantitly cream 

Coffee and sweetmeats 

The cost of the dinner will be £18.50 per head. 
Please use the booking fonn enclosed and send 

your remittance to John Thorpe, "The Old 
Bakehouse", 2 Cobden Road, MA1LQCK DE4 3JR 

Please book early and allow 14 days for the 
receipt of your tickets (SAE please). Tickets may also 
be collected from John Thorpe at the AGM 

BARMOTE EVENT 2005 
The annual Bannote Event will take place on W ~ l q 
~ October 2005 at Magpie ~.fine. Sheldon. 
It will start. at I 1. OOam. 

The event continues the long tradition of mining 
regulation which has stretched over centuries. The 
meeting gives an opportunity to meet old friends and 
new members. In.deed, a special. effort wilt be made 
to interest new members in an occasion which the 
Peak District Mines Historical Society has taken over 
as their own. As usual, refreslunents will be provided.. 

New members will receive their own invitation. 
The usual suspects need only ring the Museum 
(01629 - 583834) to give some idea of the catering 
requirements and the distributicm of the customary 
clay pipes and tobacco. 
Jim Ri<tuwarts - Foreman oftlw Wirksworth Barnww 
Court 

SOCIETY MEETS 
1. Long Tor Grotto, Matlock Bath 

Tuesday 25 October 2005 
Leader'. Paul Chmldler 
Meet at 7 .15pm at Matlock Bath railway station 

car park. 
This is an easy oversuitlhoiler suit trip but WtW 

wellies. The first part of the trip is a paddle through 
stagnant water and mud of variable depth. The 
remainder of the mine is dry with walking/stooping 

size passages. 
There is some nice mineralisation and the trip is 

suitable for novices. 
For further infonnation, see Mining History 

Vol 14, No 6. 
2. Pindale Head Mine. Hope 

Sunday 30 October 2005 
Leader: Paul CJiandler 
Meet at 10.00am at the mine, or at 9.50am 

outside Castleton Youth Hostel. 
Tius is a joint meet with Masson Caving Group 

and it is a modernte/difficult grade trip. It is a dry 
mine and is geologically interesting as it is on the 



limestone/shale contact area. The entrance shaft is 
70ft deep and it will be rigged for ladder and line. 
abseil and possibly SRT. Members attending MUST 
have experience of flexible wire ladder climbing 
and/or SRT. If you have a full SRT kit or just a 
harness and descender, bring it along. However, you 
must know how to use it as this is not a training event. 

3. Devonshire Cavern, Matlock Bath 
Tuesday 8 November 2005 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet at 7 .OOpm at the Peak District Mining 

Museum 
This is an easy grade trip and is an ideal novice 

trip. The mined passages are of varying size, ranging 
from walking and stooping but with a bit of crawling. 

The large impressive Devonshire Cavem, which 
in the 1840's was a show mine, will be visited. 

For further infonnation see Mining History 
Vol 14, No 6. 

4. Wapping Mine and Cumberland Cavern, Matlock 
Bath 

Sunday 13 November 2005 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet at 10.30am at the Peak District Mining 

Museum. Matlock Bath 
This is a full day trip exploring this quite 

extensive and complex mine/cave system. It is an 
easy grade trip but the entrance is rather awkward. 
Most of the mine is walking/stooping size with very 
little crawling. It is an oversuit/boiler suit trip and is 
ideal for novices. 

The first part of Wapping Mine is in targe and 
impressive mined stopes. There is nic.e mineralisation 
in some parts of the mine and it is worth bringing a 
camera. Cumberland Cavern is notable for lots of 
graffiti, dating back to the 1960's, and c-0nsists of 
interconnected roomy caverns. Remnants of the days 
when it was a show cave still exist with metal hand 
rails, steps and a "wishing wenn. 

A Derbyshire Caving Association publication, 
~Cumberland Cavern & Wapping Mine" compiled by 
John Bamatt and Dave Webb (2003). contains a 
comprehensive account of the combined mine/cave 
and is available from the Peak District Mining 
Museum. 

5. Exploring Mines and War Defences in Surrey and 
Kent 

Tuesday 22 November 2005 
Presenter: Paul Chandler 
Venue: Peak District Mining Museum 

Matlock Bath 
T1Ille: 7.15pm for 7.30pm 
This is a slide present.ation, the pogrmnme is: 

7.30pm - 8.15pm-Exploring Mines (Surrey) 
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8 . lSpm - 8.30pm- Interval (Drinks: tea, coffee, 
etc) 

8.30pm - 9.15pm - Exploring Mines & War 
De.fences (Surrey and Kent) 
This is an opportunity for Society members and 

guests to see for themselves what Surrey and Kent 
have to offer in the way of mines and mining. There 
is also an opportunity to see the massive and 
impressive coastal defences and associated structures 
in the Dover area. All of the slides to be shown were 
taken during the NAMHO 2005 Conference and on 
Society meets to the area in 1998 and 1999. 

NB. For your comfort bring a cushion, seats are 
hard. 

6. Goodtuck Mine, Via Gellia 
Sw1day 27 November 2005 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Meet 10.00am at the lay-by below the mine spoil 

tip on the A5012 in the Via GeHia (NGR SK269566). 
This is another Working Day on this "New" 

(Old) Society Project. No technical expertise is 
required, just enthusiasm. Lifting objects, both light 
and heavy, will be involved, so bring gloves. Personal 
lighting will need to be "hands free" . A boilersuit is 
ideal for this dry mine. Bring a packed lunch and 
drink if you are stopping all day. 

Members are welcome to attend all day or for 
just part of the day. For further information, pl~ 
contact Paul Chandler, Goodluck Mine Project 
Leader 

7. Matlock Bath Mine Levels 
Tuesday 6 December 2005 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 7.00pm at the Peak District Mining 

Museum, Matlock Bath 
On this easy grade oversuit/bo:i1er suit meet, the 

mine levels in die Upperwood/Harp Edge area will be 
explored. The levels will be mostly walking/stooping 
size passages, with a small amount of crawling. One 
level contains shallow running water. 

This meet is suitable for novices. 

8 . Mining Heritage Walk- Yatestoop Sough.and Old 
Millclose Sough. Wensley 

Sunday 11 'December 2005 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet at 10.30am at Darley Bridge car park on 

B5057 rooo (NGR SK270623). 
The walk will follow the course of Y atestoop 

Sough to Wmster and the course of Old Mill close 
Sough. It will be Bbout 4 miles long on easy terrain. 
Bring usual walking gear. Buffet lunch will be taken 
at the Miners Standard pub at Winster - small charge 
payable. 



If you require further information on this walk, 
contact Tony Wood. Tel: 01629 650162. 

Fm1her information on these two soughs, can be 
found in "Lead Mining in the Peak District", edited 
by TD Ford and J H Rieuwerts (2000 edition). 

9. Masson Hill, Matlock Bath 
Tuesday 27 December 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet at l0.30am at the Barley Mow car park in 

Bonsall 
This surface walk will visit the mining sites and 

relics on Masson Hill. Bring your usual walking gear. 
There will be a buffet at the Barley Mow after 

the walk. 

10. Castleton Horseshoe Walle, Castleton 
, Sunday 1 January 2006 - New Years Day 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 9.45am for 10.00am at Hope village car 

park (NGR SK171835). 
A great way to start the New Year with this 

superb walk, which includes the magnificent ridge 
between Mam Tor and Lose Hill. Weather permitting, 
the views from the ridge are stunning. 

The walk is moderate graded and is about 9 
miles in length. There are two steepish ascents, 
namely Cave Dale - rocky/rough underfoot, and Mam 
Tor - lots of stone steps. A small number of mines 
and caves will be seen enroute, including Mam 
Engine Shaft. for further details of the route or any 
other walk quecy, contact Paul Chandler. Tel: 01246 
220773. 

Bring usual walldng gear, packed lunch and 
drink. It is also worth b1inging a camera, binoculars 
and OS map "Dark Peak Explorer OL 1 ". 

This is a joint walk with Masson Caving Group 
and Peak Walking Group. 

11. Lathkill Dale 
Sunday 8 January 2006 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet at 10.30am at the Over Haddon village car 

park. 
Th.is easy walk will visit the mines in Lathkill 

Dale. Bring usual walking gear. 
There will be a buffet at the Cock and Puilet at 

Sheldon after the walk. 

RAMBLLJ\JGS FROM THE COFFIN DODGERS 
An update on the activities ·of our small group, 

the Coffm Dodgers, which is small Caving and 
Mining Group consisting of various oldsters of Crewe 
Caving Club and anyone else daft enough to work 
with us. Titls year we have been gainfully employed 
driving soughs, sinking shafts, and descending others 
that are already dug. ( eg Ecton) but, in some cases, 
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have not been accessed since closure 150 to 200 years 
ago. Our area of operation has been in ·Clieshire, 
Staffordshire and Derbyshire, •Nith border raids into 
Wates. 

1. Neptune Mine, Cressbrook Dale 
We have re driven the sough tail cum cart gate 

into Neptune Mine for English Natme and fitted a 
plastic liner. English Nature transported the tools and 
materials etc, to this most picturesque, but 
inaccessible valley. A traverse line is to be :fitted over 
the flooded shaft 30yds in, and the flooded top tidied 
up. 

2. Hunger Hill Swallet, Eyam 
We have re sunk the shaft through sludge and 

corporation tip waste and fitted a vertical shaft liner 
and steel ladder. The work was again done on behalf . 
of English Nature who financed and assisted us 
through the office.s of the Derbyshire Caving 
Association. 

This was first dug by the cavers of the TSG in 
the 1980 • s who discovered the old mine level and the 
impressive natural vertical cave system, consisting of 
a very tight drop (now chemically improved) into the 
top of a deep space chamber. The vertical pitch down 
into the stream.way is show-n. on. the TSO survey as 
130ft. 

3. Red.burst Swallet Manifold Valley 
We have recently gated Redhurst Swatlet in the 

side of the River Ma..rtifold for the National Trust who 
financed the project and helped us with the fitting of 
the gate. A spanner is all that is required for access. 
TI1e caving world are praised for their efforts in 
maintaining access to such places. 

4.EctonHiU 
Once again J find myself back at this most 

difficult place to accommodate. with its own uniquely 
inc.onvenient ac-c-ess set up etc. However, we have 
given ourselves the near impossible task of repairing 
the ginging (drystone) and capping numerous shafts 
on the hill. Decades of neglect, severe weather and 
previous Bodge.d Capping have reduced most shaft 
tops to a state of being almost beyond repair and in 
.imminent danger of "running in". Some of these 
hazards are within yards of public footpaths. 

. However. this year we have grouted. and in 
some cases rebuilt, the ginging in fuur shafts and 
capped same to current guideline standard. We have 
rebuilt a section of cut and cover adit at East Ecton 
mid filled a void at the surface cmised by the above 
collapse. 

We have descended and inspected tl1e shafts that 
we have capped, with interesting results. 

More books and papers have been written about 



Ecton than anywhere else I know, yet so little has 
actually been explored. Research has mainly been 
confined to a stroll up the adits to take pictures, and 
books published which are full of dates and tonnage 
figures. A notable exception being the recent work on 
gunpowder. 

Two examples illustrate written anomalies:
No I - A shaft on very steep ground below the 

crest of the hill is described as a shallow trial This 
"shallow trial" is 150ft deep and has been mined 
vertically down on three levels, along a very narrow 
fault that is difficult to prussik out of. 

How on earth did the "old man work"? Deads 
are dangerously stacked everywhere, shot holes are 
probably 17 SOs, and a thin scrim of coppery iron, 
UCuprite?", is seen in the roof 

The shaft was obviously worked by a stowe due, 
no doubt, to the cost of setting up a gin on the steep 
hillside. 

No2 - This consists of a "sett"of three shafts, 
two of which were descended and a third covered 
over and lost amid a huge tip of deads and farm 
waste. 

The first shaft descended is 140ft deep and very 
wet due to a bedding plane spring below the ginging. 
At the bottom a working extends towards the other 
accessed shaft, but it is walled off and cakited up 
8yds in. Both the workings and mineral veins on this 
sett, conflict with Staleys "plan" of 1820, and a plan 
of underground workings shown in the numerous 
books of Robey and Porter, don' t exist in the form 
shown. 

The second shaft alluded to above was plumbed 
and fowid to be in excess of our 200ft rope. Below 
the ginging, the shaft opens out to a "free-hang" all 
the way down. At about 150ft one descends to an 
"inset" with levels going off on opposite sides of the 
shaft which at tlris point is about lOft across and 
awkward to swing into. No workings exist below this 
point and the shaft bottom is blind. About 15yds in 
from the inset, the level has been widened to 
accommodate a work area where the bedding plane 
has been excavated to form a "workbench". 
Numerous artefacts are as placed when last used. two 
enormous kibble handles, complete with ironwork but 
with the wood rotted to mush and a large 5ft x 4ft 
zinc cJad wooden tank. with 5" diameter zinc sheet 
pipework. The reason is as yet unknown and various 
other bits and pieces are seen. A quite extensive 
pipeworking for lead with stopes in excess of 30ft in 
places are seen in the roof and floor. 

The workings on the opposite side consist of a 
curious depression in the floor of the level only feet 
from the edge of the ~haft, and a trial level driven 
1 Oyds to a forefield in dead groWld. All the workings 
seen are of the 1820-50's era, but no evidence 
whatever is seen of much earlier workings as claimed 
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by various authors. The names and locations of the 
above activities are beyond our remit at this time. 

There is no access to Ecton and future prospects 
look uncertain. Lucky for us, we have more 
interesting places in the pipeline. 
Len Kirkham 

MEET REPORTS 
1. Mining Heritage Walks 

These walks were all led by Tony Wood and 
took place between April and August 2005. Tu·ere 
were seven walks and they visited various lead 
mining areas in Derbyshire. 

As in 2004, all the walks were well attended, 
with attendance's varying from 12 to 31 . In total 
approx 152 members/guests attended these seven 
walks. 

Once again, we were very lucky weather wise, 
with light rain on two of the walks, and then only for 
part of the walk. On the Ia~ walk of the season in the 
Birchover area, we even saw some rather exotic 
''Water Buffalo" in a field. 

At the end of each walk, Tony had arranged a 
buffet at a local pub, which was appreciated by those 
members who had requested to partake the 
refreshments. 

L for one, am looking forward to the 2006 
programme of Mining Heritage Walks, one of which 
is planned to include a visit to the Society's mining 
display at Crich - see "Society Projects" in this 
Newsletter. 
Paul Chandler 

2. Orgreave Reclamation Site 
A very small party of members met at the 

Orgreave Reclamation Site at Rotherham for a visit to 
this unique opencast coal site. 

It was unique .in that it was not a large site that 
was just mining coal by opencast mining teclmiques., 
but a site that was reclaiming a derelict contaminated 
site as well as recovering accessible coal. 

The site being reclaimed contained Orgreave 
Deep Mine Colliery, with its associated tip. and the 
Orgreave Coking Plant 

Work started in 19&5 and coaling will end in 
Autwnn 2005. During this time Highfield Lane, 
which passed through the midd.Je of the site., was 
diverted, as was the River Rother. The tip was 
removed and the residual coal was recovered by 
washing the material - about 635,000 tonnes of coal 
being recovered. The heavily contaminated spoil from 
the Coke Oven area was removed and put into 
specially designed and constructed Containment Cells 
on the site. After the colliery and coking plant v1ras 
dismantled a strut could then be made to extract the 
underlying coal from the site. 



The maximum excavated depth is 130 metres 
and this has exposed 9 coal seams whose thickness 
ranges from 0.1 to 1.35 metres. Altogether the site 
has produced about 4,300,000 tonnes of coal. 

The plant used on this project is 6 O&K RH 
diesel powered, hydraulic operated excavators, 26 
large capacity dmnp trucks, 5 dozers, 3 graders and 3 
coal shovels. 

At the beginning of August 2005, the last .cut had 
been started and the site was on schedule to end coal 
production in the Autwnn. The restoration of the site 
will be completed by2007. 

Restoration of the site is welt advanced and 
when completed half of the site will be used for light 
industrial and residential de,:elopment, the other half 
being landscaped for recreational and amenity use. 

During the visit we were shown all parts of the 
site and the operations that ·were being carried out. 
The 13 metre fault that ran through the middle of the 
site wai.; very well exposed in the face of the cut 

Many thanks to UK Coal for allowing the visit 
and to Paul Chandler for organising the meet. 
Wes Taylor 

OBITUARY 
Mick Heppenst.all 

Mick died on 10 July 2005. He was an active 
mem.ber of the small band of volunteers known as the 
"Monday Night Group" at the Museum. He had an 
enormous input in many Museum projects , in 
particular, the 3R's exhibition in the pump room. 

The core day for his visits were on Thursday and 
I looked forward to this day of the week with the 
knowledge that not only would much be achieved and 
t'1at myself Mick would have a thoroughly enjoyable 
day with lots oflively banter and constructive chit 
chat. 

Mick worked for the Post Office, later to 
become BT, for many years. He took early retirement 
in 1993. He was also involved with the scouts and 
guides. YHA and the OAC on a volu.11tary basis. 

Mick led a full and active life and will be sorely 
missed not only by his wife and family. but by all his 
friends and colleagues who are proud to have known 
him. He will always be remembered for the phrase 
"' 'n war have yaT" 

As a footnote, on a trip to the Northern Pennines 
with the Monday Night Group, Mick wanted to do 
something different - he did. He broke his shoulder 
and ended up in hospital at Alston!! 
Robin Hall 

BOOK.REVIEWS 
1. "The Devonshire Mineral Collection at Chatsworth 
House: an J 8th Century survivor and its restoration" 
by Michael P Cooper. Mineralogical Recnrd, 
May-June 2005, Vol 36, No 3, pp239-272. 
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Available from Paul A Lowe, Unit 3B, United Downs 
Industrial Park. St Day, Cornwall, TRl6 SHY. Cost: 
£12.00. ISSN 0026-4628. 

MineralogicaUy minded members wili find this 
an intriguing story of how Mick Cooper and 
colleagues from the Russell Society have spent 10 
years of their spare time rescuing the long-neglected 
mineral collection at Chatsworth. The job is not 
.finished as more boxes ofspecimens .are unearthed .in 
the many storerooms at Chatsworth. 

The collection was started by the flamboyant 
Duchess Georgian.a, ·wife of the 5th Duke in the late 
i8th century, and was continued by the 6th Duke in 
the 19th century. Both collected specimens in the 
field though we don't know how many, but the bulk 
of the 2000 plus specimens were bought from White 
Watson and other dealers or at auctions.. The latter 
included whole collections amassed by both British 
and continental mineralogists. White Watson partly 
catalogued them, but seemingly never finished the 
task. 

Over the years many specimens have been 
separated from labels and Mick and his colleagues 
have spent many hours matching them where 
possible. They are now in the process of producing a 
computer data base of the minerals. Copies of this 
data base will be lodged at Chatsworth and at the 
Natmal Histoty Museum in London. 

The collection contains far more than Peak 
District specimens, with rare minerals from as far 
afield as Siberia. However, there are also choice 
samples from Ect<;>n and Ashover. With many 
localities no longer available, the collection can fonn 
the basis of on-going research, now that it has been 
cka.ned. properly housed and curated. Mick and his 
colleagues are to be congratulated on a magnificent 
piece of work. The report is in the high quality 
1vfineralogical Record. and is JiberaUy mustrated with 
some of the author's very fine photograpl1s, including 
fine specimens of Ecton malachite and galena with 
fluorite from Ashover. 
Dr Trevor Ford 

2. "Ltlgleton Coalfield" by JI Bentley, BR Bond 
and M C Gill. British Mining Monograph No 76, 
Northern Mine Research Society, Sheffield. 160 pp. 
1SSN 0308-2199. 1SBN 13: 978-0-901450-58-6 & 
ISBN 10: 0-901450-58-8. 

This fine book brought back happy memories of 
where I did my PhD project work more tlum 50 years 
ago, supervised by the late Professor L R Moore. It 
was 14 years after the closure of the last mines. 

After a brief inrroduction on the geological 
setting, the bulk of the work is historical - who 
worked which mine and when; what difficulties they 
encountered~ who were the investors; and, .in 
particular, who were the miners; what was their life 
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like. Accidents, flooding, strikes, lock-outs, 
reductions in wages, the price of coal ( 6d per cart 
load at one time) etc all come in to the st01y. It is a 
matter of nostalgic regret that much of this historical 
data was not available to me when I worked on the 
geology and the authors are to be congratulated on 
their bringing it all together. 

A critical factor was the presence of an 
unconfonnity at the base of the barren red Upper 
Coal Measures. This cut off the productive coal 
seams but was never recognised as such during the 
working life of the collieries and was missed by 
eminent consultants who failed to map the outcrops 
of the main seams and related strata in the River 
Greta some 2-3 miles downstream from Ingleton. 
Much effort and money was wasted in fruitless 
searches for coal where there wasn't any. 
Dr Trevor Ford 

3. "Collieries of Somerset and Bristol" by John 
Cornwall. 2005. Landmark Publishing, Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire. 17.5 x 25.Smm. l l2pp. Cost: £10.99 
(paperbound). L~BN l-84306-170-8. 

John Cornwall is one of a very select few 
underground photographers who have specialised in 
coal mining (a role today taken over by our own Paul 
Deakin). So it is particularly pleasing to have another 
volwne of his photographs in a good quality 
production from Landmark 

Somerset was not a coalfield of great pits as 
found, even surviving today, in Yorkshire and 
Nottinghamshire, but was a small and long-worked 
coalfield with difficult and often thin seams which 
must have vigorously resisted mechanisation. The last 
pit closed in 1973. Most of the pits were small and 
some very rural and, from the photographs, somewhat 
idiosyncratic. TI1e buildings were often of stone and 
headstocks, originally, of wood. Working conditions 
were often veiy poor, but this was offset in some 
cases by good quality housing (especially in Radstock 
which Cornwall defends vigorously against the likes 
of Pevsner), and, under the Coal Board, a 
paternalistic attitude continued, which. for instance 
appears to have kept at least one pit open solely for 
employment reasons (I tend to agree with Cornwall 
that this happened and could be a "good thing~, but I 
would add a proviso that perhaps it happened too 
often in the industiy as a whole). 

There are some 85 photographs (which at under 
l5p each helps to make the book very good value). 
Many are scenes one would expect, but a few stand 
out, including the rural idyll around Writhlington 
Colliery, shown on the cover. The same Colliery has 
several detailed pictures taken underground which are 
rarely seen in published form - the coal plough, 
Dowty pr"Ops set on the f.ace, wooden guides in the 
shaft and so on: familiar scenes to those who worked 
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or visited pits in the 1970s, but almost unimaginable 
today were it not for photography. With Jolm 
Cornwall, you get it as it was - few of these were 
staged publicity pictures and we should be grateful 
and buy the book. 
Dr Lynn Willies 

SOCIETY PROJECTS. 
The following are details of the ongoing Society 

Projects. 
1. Crich Mining Display 
This is located in the Crich Tramway Village at 

Crich. 
Project Leader: Mick and Ullian Bridges_ 

Tel: 0115 9438214 
Working Days: Most Sundays, all 

year round. 
Surface work. 
Note: A detailed feature on the 'Crich Mining 

Display' appeared in Society Newsletter No I 07_ 

2. Goodluck Mine, Via Gellia, Cromford 
Project Leader: Paul Chandler 

Tel: 01246 220773 
Working Days: Advertised in Newsletter, plus 

additional days by arrangement 
Surface and Underground work 

3. High Rake Mine. Windmill 
Project Leader: Chris Heathcote 

Tel: 01298 814822 
Second Contact: John Bamatt 

Tel: 01298 77923 

... 

Working Days: First Saturday of every month. 
Time: 10.30am onwards 
Surface work 

4_ Old Millclose Mine, Wensley 
Project Leader: Jolm Pee} 

Tel: 01335 390448 
Working Days: Oc.casionaJ Sundays 
Underground work 

Society members requiring further information 
on any of these projects, please contact relevant 
Project Leader. 

1t is said that variety is the spice oflife, well 
there is plenty of variety in the Society Projects 
featured above. Whatever time you can spare, 
occasional day or regular commitment, you can be 
assured of a wann welcome and, in case you were 
wondering, "NO experience is required"'. To 
paraphrase a famous saying "YOUR SOCIETY 
PROJECTS NEED YOU". 
Compiled by Paul Chandler 



NEW EXHIBITION AT GEEVOR MINE, 
CORNWALL 

A new permanent exhibition is now open at 
Geevor Mine at St Just, Cornwall. Visitors can see a 
major exhibition telling the story of the Holmans of 
St. Just & Penzance- the other branch of the family 
of fatuous Camborne engineers. 

A collection of artefacts that has been in storage 
for many years is now on show. It demonstrates the 
contribution that Cornish engineering excellence 
made to mining, agriculture, ship repair and domestic 
life. 
Bill Lakin, Ceevor Tin Mine 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES - OBSERVATIONS 
ANO DISCOVERIES- PART 16 

For the first time in ages, several people have 
provided us with information for inclusion in these 
note.'>. This is very heartening - the more 
contributions we receive the more interesting the 
content - have you anything for the next issue? 
l . Bakestonedale and Sponds Moor Collieries. 
Pott Shrigley/Lyme Handley. Cheshire, centred 
SK 959799. 

hl Peak District Mines 
Part 12, in Newsletter l 12, a 
description Was given Of the 0 Possible opencast pits 

coal mining remains here. e Shallower shafts 

Since that date a fieldwork () Possible shallower shafts 

the information given previously, which will not be 
repeated, and to complement the notes provided by 
Roger given below. For the most part the plans are, 
hopefully, self-explanatory when placed against our 
text in Newsletter 112. However, the following notes 
are needed to explain the appended letters on the 
interpretation plan: 
A. Shallower shafts in t11e area wit11 deeper 

shafts/gin circles (which are greater in 
number than first stated). 

B. Closely-placed shafts. suggesting different 
periods of working (why there are so many 
shallower shafts adjacent to the parish 
boundary between the two collieries is 
unclear; perhaps this area was worked as one 
mine at an early date and later reworlced as 
two). 

C. Gin circle with shelter wall. 
D. Embanked gin circle. 
E. Gin circles with surrounding upslope drains 

(not robbed walls as fust suggested). 
F. Shafts marked on the 1909 map. 
G. Shaft on the 1875 and 1840 map, but not the 

1909 map. 

Lyme Park 

e Deeper shafts with gin circles 

plan of the features has been () Deeper shafts with possible gin circles 

completed and is reproduced 0 Other deeper shafts 

here, together with an Possible small buildings 

interpretative plan. ~- s~es of larger buildings 

A recent very enjoyable SHe of inclined tramway 

field visit was made with 
/ Access routes 

Roger Bowling, who has 
been researching the mines 

, ' Parish/property boundaries 

here and elsewhere around 
Pott Shrigley for many years Top Pit 

(when we noted in Part 12 (site of) 

that only minimal research on .P/ 
the bi story of the site had / / 
been carried out, we meant by / 
ourselves, but we did not 
make this clear and Roger 
soon put us straight on the 
amount of research actually 
undertaken). We are grateful 
to him for putting names to 
the 20th century collieries 
shown on the map, and for 
much other information. 
However, as he intends to 

Bakestonedale 
Colliery 

.A 

publish lris findings, we restrain from giving details 
here. 

The plans reproduced are intended to supplement 
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they have diameters that vaiy from 6.0m to 7.5m. 
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from shaft to shaft). 
J Bamatt, C Heathcote and P Shaw. 
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It is an extremely interesting area. Seven seams 
of coal lie beneath the moor and all have been 
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worked 111e seams are the 
-"----; -· lowest in the lower coal 

measures, from the lower 
Holcombe Brook up to the 
Upper Mountain, or to give it 

. '.. . its local more descriptive 
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underlain by thick, high 
quality fireday or ganister, 
and this is the reason why 
mining here persisted until 
195 7. At least seven firms 
produced bricks and/or 
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firebricks, either at wbat is 
now called the Old 
Brickworks or at kilns nearby. 
1 have their named bricks. Of 
course there were several two 
man concerns also. The peak 
of activity must have been 
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early 18th century to late 19th 
century. In addition to the 
coal, ganister and pyrites 
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noted by Farey, in the 20th 
.lol \·· .. 1\)' 
~---

2. Bakestonedale and Sponds Moor Collieries, Pott 
Shrigley/Lyme Handley, Cheshire. 

.. i am writing m reply to Note No 3, PDMHS 
Newsletter No 112, Oct 2004 concerning t11ese 
mines. Jn the brief survey there is only one error, the 
statement, 'to date only minimal research has been 
carried out on the histo.ry of this site' . lt is my fault if 
nothing is known, for I have researched th.is site, and 
mines in the area nearby, Rainow, Bollington and 
Kerridge, for the past 40 years. I have not published, 
except for one short popular article, but it is now my 
intention to put things right. 

I phoned Chris Heathcote and later sought the 
advice of John Ba.matt in his official capacity of Peak 
Park archaeologist seeking advice about any 
protection that could be placed on this site. 
Eventually, in June 2005 the three of us, and Phil 
Shaw, had an enjoyable walk over the moor. The 
differences in what the PDMHS group and I b.ad 
discovered and interpreted were minimal. I have now 
seen John' s survey and there are no real discrepancies 
between that and my 1973 survey. John maps 71 bell 
pits, I showed 62, this results from interpretations of 
certain features as bell pit, collapsed adit, opencast or 
what. Three extra pairs of expert eyes were welcome, 
for I have ploughed a lonely furrow, or rather dug a 
lonely drift. 
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century up to 20ft of shale 
was also taken. 

It was my pleasure to 
know and explore the moor with the Jast of the 
miners, Arthur Poulson, a character and gentleman of 
this area. The Peak Park Authority with the collusion 
of the Safety in Mines put a stop to his activities 
because in Arthur's words, ' he was making a.mess' 
and bespoiling the beautiful park. His mine, the Lazy 
Dog Mine, an adit by the river was closed about 
1970. This was the site noticed by John and Chris. 
Beneath the brickworks were two water balance 
winding engines, one of 80 yards and one of about 7 
yards. To have all the workings of these explained to 
me by the man who operated the engines in 1907 was 
memorable. 1 have the stories of other miners who 
worked here and nearby in Bollington. 

Many years ago I led a PDMHS walk over the 
moor. About a dozen turned up, but in those days the 
society didn't seem too interested in coal mines. Ivor 
Brown visited the site and I th.ink he was impressed. 
My mentor in geological matters, and mining too, is 
Dr. Fred Broadhurst, retired from the Geology Dept. 
Manchester University, and I'm sure known to some 
of the SocietY. 

I intend to complete my work, and I believe the 
correct repository would be articles in the PDMHS 
Journal, that is the editor willing. John Barnatt will 
hold me to it" 



Roger Bowling, The Firs, Chelford Road, Henbmy, 
Macclesfield, SKIO 3LH. Tel. 01625 426422. 

3. Golconda Mine, Griff Grange, Hopton, 
Derbyshire, SK 249551. 

Roy Poulson has provided a correction to the 
Lead Legacy inventory of sites (site U37, p. 91). He 
assures me that the coe at the shaft top, wluch was 
stated as 'recently destroyed', in fact remains in good 
condition, fully enclosed within the modern building 
on site. 
John Barnatt 

4. Axe Edge and Thatch Marsh Colliery, 
Hartington Upper Quarter; Derbyshire. Drift. 
entrance at SK 0294 7008. 

Society member Andy Frazer recently 
forwarded copies of three old photographs of this site 
to the author. These were taken many years ago when 
this coHiery south-west of Burbage wa') still in use. It 
closed in 1919. The small originals were borrowed 
from a local fanner in the early 1990s and copied; 
unfortunately the copies of copies are not of sufficient 
quality to reproduce here. The first shows three 
miners stood at the entrance to the inclined drift into 
the mine on the top of Axe Edge Moor, driven in 
about 1870; a tub on narrow gauge rails, with an 
attached hauling rope can just be made out. The 
second photograph shows the single-storey 
steam-engine winding house, ·with a large square 
chimney behind (attached to the boiler house which is 
hidden behind the engine house). Nearby to the west, 
a little closer to the drift entrance, there is a 
single-storey ' coe · with two small chimney stacks 
indic-ating fireplaces within. All the buildings were 
sturdily built, a necessity at this exposed location, and 
had stone-slate roofs. Between the buildings a raised 
winding rope and an associated complex timber 
frame can be seen. 111e third photograph shows the 
lower, south-eastern end of the incline, at Cisterns 
Clough. The tramway had a short siding to one side 
and both lines have large square-sided tubs on them. 
Immediately to the north there are two single-storey 
buildings. The nearest to the incline had a chimney 
stack and is believed to have been the nrine office; the 
other was presumably a storage/equipment shed. 
Upslope rrom these buildings there are about 25 tubs, 
in four lines, but not on rails. These are full of stone 
(presumably coal). The sharp bend in the Buxton to 
Leek road is visible behind. 

Two original mine plans showing this colliery 
have been lent to the author by John Crowther. These, 
and several others for collieries in the Whaley Bridge 
area, all presumably once held by The Buxton Lime 
Company, were rescued from the ' bonfire' in the 
J 970s when TCT closed its Buxton Office An 
arrangement has just been made to have them all 
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copied at the Mining Record Office at Mansfield and 
hence these copies will preswnably be available for 
inspection in the relatively near future. The two plans 
of the Axe Edge and Thatch Marsh CoUiery (and 
including parts of the Goyt' s Moss workings) are 
both large, multicoloured linen-backed plans. They 
were -presumably working plans held and updated by 
the company as mining progressed; one at least is 
significantly earlier that the official Mine 
Abandonment Plan. The dates for the last marked 
coal extraction, indicate that one pJan dates to around 
1892, the other 1918. These plans are a valuable 
addition to the plans already archived, as they show 
several details nnt on these. 
John· Barnatt 

5. Dan.e/B}a.ckdough Collieries.. north-east of 
Wildboarclough, Cheshire and Derbyshire-. c. SK 
009 698 

In the la')t newsletter we described a large leat 
leading from a collapsed level or sough tail. On a 
recent visit, further downstream, we found a 
continuation of what is probably the same leat This 
nms at a similar contour but it is much further up the 
slope of the steep valley side, where it turns eastwards 
above Three Shires Head into the lower end of the 
Blackclough valley (from c. SK 0085 6880 to c. SK 
0115 6865). It is assumed that the missing stretch 
between the two identified sections ofleat, where the 
land is mostly either very steep or at other places at 
too low a contour, had a launder on wooden trestles; 
there is one exception, where a short stretch of raised 
river terrace has a linear feature which may be 
interpreted as largely-silted section of leat. 

Well below the downstream section of!eat, just 
above the river at c. SK 00806885, there is what 
almost certainly is the site of a collapsed level or 
sough tall, with a linear hottow leading towards the 
river; again there is no obvious sign of features tl1at 
may have been associated with the unloading of canal 
boats. 

At the leat's eastern end, it is 'truncated' at the 
top of a high and very steep valley-side erosion 
'cliff'; from here it must have continued on a raised 
launder. A short distance upstream., at c. SK 0120 
6865, there is what may be a filled shaft with a small 
spoil heap; this may have been the leat water's 
destination. If there was ever a waterwheel at surface 
here, which would have operated pumps in the shaft, 
there are now no traces of features associated v.rith 
this. 

Further upstream in Blackclough the site of the 
level entrance and possible canal dock, postulated by 
Leach ( 1996), was inspected. There are no clear signs 
today that the level exists; its suggested tail is sealed 
by a high retaining wan below the road, and although 
small pipes for water protrude from this, these do not 
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lead directly to a large void behind. The natural 
features nearby suggested by Leach as having 
potential for being blocked to form a canal dock, are 
a little too far downstream - a dam here would not 
have raised the water at the level entrance. 

We are still no further in identif).ring with any 
confidence the illusive entrance to the underground 
mine canal known to have existed at Blackclough 
Colliery in the late 18th, early 19th century, nor the 
complex mine water ammgements documented in 
1846 associated with a waterwheel pump. A few days 
after our latest visit, Len Kirkham contacted JB and 
had a long discussion about his own investigations 
many years previously, when he had identified all the 
features we have 'rediscovered'. He crune to a similar 
conclusion - that the canal entrance cannot be easily 
found. He also wondered whether the waterwheel 
described in 1846, and the old leat visible today, were 
parts of mining improvements that were never 
completed. He has inspected documentation for 
protracted legal disputes at this time between the 
Duke of Devonshire and the Earl of Derby over the 
use of the River Dane's water for mining, which may 
have brought all such ambitious schemes to drain 
Blackclough Colliery to a halt. Leach notes that there 
are no coal output records from Blackclough Colliery 
after 1840. 

On the main shelf above the river, centred at SK 
011693, there are the earliest surface features at 
Blackclough Colliery, which date to the 18th century 
and perhaps before. Close to the seam outcrop there 
are numerous shaft mounds along the full length of 
this shelf, running for just under 1 km. Many of these 
have access causeways and close to one there is a 

. small well-preserved coe, with a pa.rt of its stone-slate 
roof still in place. 

hi a moment of carelessness, in the last 
Newsletter we described the c-0al seam at these 
collieties, and at Dane TI1om Collie:ty, as the Yard 
Seam - this should have read Ringinglow Seam. 

Present John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, 
Phil Shaw, Paul Smith. 

6. Pennyhole and Hope Collieries, north-east of 
Wildboarclough, Derbyshire. c. SK 018 687 

On the north side of the small stream running up 
Blackclough to Orchard Common, in the east/west 
stretch with Orchard Fann and Knotbury Common to 
either side, there are the sites of several levels driven 
into the Ringinglow Seam by the valley bottom road. 
These are of various post-medieval dates and 
particularly early mining took place somewhere in the 
vicinity, perhaps further upstream; the stream was 
called •pfirestone Brook' and there is documented 
mining here inc. 1599. Little remains at most of the 
level entrances. However, two features are worthy of 
note. At the easternmost blocked level, knowu as 
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Pennyhole, large amounts of ocherous water emerges, 
and has left extensive orange ochre deposits outside 
the entrance. A short distance westwards there is the 
ruined walls of a small coe by the roadside adjacent 
to the site of a further level. Both these levels were 
used by the small Hope Colliery, which was worked 
in 1927-32. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, 
Phil Shaw, Paul Smith. 

7. Thorswood Mine, Stanton. Staffordshire, 
centred SKlll 471. 

This discrete group of mine features on the 
Thorswood Plantation ridgetop, nearly 7km west of 
Ashbourne, is at one of the most sou them areas of 
known mineralisation in the orefield. Large hillocks 
run in a broad north/south band. Two deep shafts are 
still open and accessible, and there were originally at 
least ten shafts. The site is exceptional in that four and 
pos.~ibfy five gin circles survive within a small area, 
each comprising a flat circular area terraced into the 
slope above a shaft or site of shaft (one terraced area 
is so overgrown that identification is uncertain). One 
of these engine shafts lies on the ridgetop next to a 
recently grilled shaft; the hillock in the immediate 
vicinity of the shaft top has been heightened after the 
gin was last used and partially buried the gin circle. 
111e other gins are all on the upslope sides of a line of 
shafts, with large hillocks on the downslope side, on 
the upper slopes of the south-east flank of the ridge. 
This confirms that the mineralisation mined at depth 
lay in this direction, as shown on an old mine section, 
where veins either haded well away from the surface 
outcrop, or where pipe deposits were found. The 
predominantly 'earthy' deposits in the hillocks may 
support the latter interpretation. 

Lindsey Porter (2000) records that mining has 
been taking place at Thorswood since at least the late 
17th ce:t1tury and produced lead, copper and zinc ores. 
The site was intensively mined in the first half of the 
18th century when the mines are said to have been 
very profitable; several gin engines are noted as 
existing in a mining proposal of 1747. The mine 
continued to be worked, probably intermittently, 
through the rest of the 18th century and the first half 
of the 19th century; the workings reached a depth of 
at least 70 fathoms (I 28m ). The mine was 
re-investigated in 1859-60, when three shafts were 
cleared out; the spoil at the shaft top above the level 
of one of the gin circles, noted above, may date to 
this period. 

Present: John Barnatt and Terry Worthington. 

8. Coal Mining. Wildmoorstone Clough. Goyt 
Valley, Derbyshire. SK 019 745 

On a shelf of ground to the south side of this 
side valley near the top ofErrwood Reservoir, there is 

I 
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a small and particularly remote group of coal mining 
remains adjacent to the outcrop of the Ringinglow 
Seam. There are five closely-spaced shaft mounds a 
short distance west of the outcrop, a collapsed adit 
entrance next to the side-stream running south, where 
the seam outcrops, and a hollow a short distance 
upstream at what was either a sixth shaft or second 
adit A fu1tl1er hollow with upcast, on the other east 
side of the side-stream, is either a small quarry or it is 
at the site of a trial shaft which missed the seam. The 
seam is exposed in the stream bank, where it is about 
0.6m thick, dipping westwards and northwards. 

The date of the extraction is lillknown; the 
workings are not listed in Farey 1811, but presumably 
they date to the 18th or 19th centuries and th.is was 
probably a short-lived venture. The steeply dipping 
beds, and the remoteness of this location, may well 
have meant that once the water table was reached, it 
was economically unviable to work this coal to 
greater depth. A short distance down the valley, on 
the north side, there is a finely-preserved agricultural 
limekiln of 19th century type; it is tempting to 
suggest that the Wildmoorstone Clough workings 
provided the coal for this, but there is no proof that 
the two are exactly contemporary. 

Present John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, 
Phil Shaw. 

If you have infonnation on any of the sites 
noted or would like to contribute to future issues 
of this series of notes, please contact: Chris 
Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 
High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822) 
or John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 
Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923 ), (e-mail -
john. barnatt@btinternet.com). 

MEETS AND TRAINING CO-ORDINATOR 
REPORT 

Training sessions can be arranged for Society 
members who would like training in vertical 
techniques, eg ladder, abseil and SRT. The training 
sessions would be subject to demand. 

Please note that in addition to the advertised 
meets, other meets are held both in midweek and on 
Sundays. For various reasons these meets are not 
advertised in the Newsletter. Anyone interested in 
attending these meets should contact myself for 
details. 
Paul Chandler 
Meets & Training Co-ordinator 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Society Meets 

1 am sure that 1 speak for many members in 
expressing my gratitude to the leaders of all of the 
field trips above and below ground this year. fn 
particular my thanks go to Tony Wood for his 
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entertaining walks, most of which I managed to 
attend. The last two each attracted about thirty 
enthusiasts so he maintained the numbers to the end. 
Some of the walkers may not have had a keen interest 
in lead mines but who could fault a stroll in the 
country followed by a visit to a pub? 

Thanks are also due to Paul Chandler who has 
organised all the activities for many years. 
Keith Gregory 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 2006 - LLANGOLLEN 
This will be held on 9-11June2006, based in 

the Royal Pavilion with field trips to a variety of 
mining sites in NE Wales. The lecture theme will be 
"Mines in a Landscape" 

Further information in the next Newsletter or 
from Mike Moore, 53 Vineyard Drive, Newport, 
Shropshire, TF10 7DF. Tel: 01952 405105 
E-mail: m.ike@moorebooks.co.uk. 

ROSEVALE BRANCH RAILWAY & 
IRONSTONE MINES EXHIBITION 

This exhibition is located at the Beck Isle 
Museum, Bridge Street, Pickering, Yorkshire. The 
museum is just round the comer from the North 
Yorks Moors Railway station in Pickering. 

Further information is available from: 
www.beckislemuseum.co.uk 
Tel: 01751473653 
E-mail: beckisle@aol.com 

COPY FOR TIIE JANUARY 2006 EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 2 December 2005. Copy, articles, 

photographs. letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, l 8 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

E-Mail:- wes@wtaylor44.fsnet.co.uk 
PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISIORICAL SOOEIY LTD 

Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered. Office: Peak District Mining Museum, The 
Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, 

Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. 
Tel:- (01629) 583834. 

SOCIETY WEB SITES 
Society: www.pdmhs.com 
Museum: www.peaknlines_co.uk 

The contcn1s of this Newsletter arc in the Public Domain and may 
be re.produced. without pcnnissioo provided due acknowk:dgcmcnt 
is made of the source. 
Opioioos expressed in this publication are toose of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Society. Copy 
submitted for publication is not c~ked by the Editor for 
accuracy. 


