
'Pe~ ~istrict t>firies CJlistorical ~ociety-CLtd. 

NEWSLETTER No 117 JANUARY 2006 

SUMMAR! QFDATES FOR YOUR mARY 
17 Jattuaty U/G Meet • Mat.look Bath P~e 7 
22 January U/G Meet- Via Gellia Pa~ 7 
31 January Presentation - Matlock Bath Page g 

5 February Surface Walk - F.ctot1 P'age 8 
21 January Seminar • Mansfield Page 6 
7 February U/G Mcct-Ashfordin the Water Pages 

19 February U/G Meet • Castlcron Page 8 
28 February U/G Meet - Bakewell P~8 

5 Man:h U/G Meet - Aldcrlcy Edge Page 8 
14 March U/G Meet - Matlock Bath Page 8 
19 March Surface Walk· Ashover p~ 8 
2&March U/G Meet- &yam Page 9 
2 April U/G Meet - Castleton Page 9 
8 April Seminar • Nenthead 1age 6 
11 April U/G Meet ~ Cr~brook Dale Page 9 
15 • 16 April U/O & Surface Walk- North Yorks Moors Page 9 
14May U/G Meet • Ashford in the Water Page 12 
9-11 lune NAMHOCottference-Ll~gal.len Page 7 
16 - 17 Seph:mbcr U/G Meet - Wcmlcy Page 12 

MEMBERSHIP RENEW.AL FOR 200512006 
If there is a cross in the box below, then you have not 

renewed your membership for the current year. Please 

Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, on 26 November 
2005. 

renew now. 

D 
The current membership rates are: 

Individual £15.00 

Joint £17.00 
Junior £7 .00 
Family £19.00 
Institutional £20.00 

Subscriptions should be sent to: W J Taylor, 
Membership Secr~ary, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
Swadlincote, DE12 &NA. 

Due to space limitations, the ongoing feature "PEAK 
DISTRICT M.INES - O:BSBRVATIONS AND 
DISCOVERIES" and pictures of the BARMOTE EVENT 
have been held over until the next edition of the Newsletter. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Thirty First Annual General Meeting of the Peak 

District Mines. Historical Society was. held in the Pump 
Room at The Peak District Mining Museum. The Pavilion. 

I 

The Directors' Report and the Accounts for the year 

ending 31 March to05 were accepted. 

Chaiwan's Report 

The first few months ofthis year were fairly quiet and 
it took~ set for a very pleasant twelve months. However, 
taking things for granted is a dangerous thing to do, 
surprises are just armmd the comer, especially in PDMHS. 

Our new officers and directors see.med to be takitt£ to 
their posts like ducks to water. One post, however, was 
giving cause for concern. This was the post of Treasurer. h 
transpired that the worldoad of our Treasurer, Keith 
Adamson. had Increased beyond all of his expectations and 
he was struggling to maintain our aooounts as well as doing 
justice to his own day job. The crisis reached its peak in 
early September when nothing had been prepared fur our 
accountants to produce the final version of the accounts 
that you see before you today. What was to be done? Keith 
w~ clearly struggling and a very big crisis loomed. It was 
11gre00 we appro4Ch our former TreASurer and ask if he 
would be able to help. David Gough, like a Knight in 
Shining Armour, rode to our rescue. Not only has Dave, as 
temporary treasurer, pulled this years accowits lnto shape. 
but he has also ~eed to take on the post of trMSUrer if 
elected at this meeting. I cannot thank Dave enough for the 



hard work he has put in over the last couple of months on 
our accounts. Keith, in the meantime, has resigned from his 
post as treasurer. 

The rest of my year has been straightforward 
Chairman!s work and a fairly ·smooth ride. Anyone looking 
to tru on the office in future should not view the job as 
difficult. Don't forget, I am entering my third year and a 
new Chairman will be required next year. 

I would thank my fellow directors and co-opted 
members, who between them carry out the day to day 
running of the Society. They are a pleasure to work with 
and make my job as Chairman. fhlr.ly easy. 

In May there was a joint semi.Mr with Northern Mines 
Research Society at Caphouse Colliery, There were a 
number oflectures and an underground tour. It was a very 
successful day, and also included a buffet lunch and coffee 
breaks, which left plenty of time to chat to our fellow 
enthusiasts and compare notes. Thanks must be given to 
NMRS, for organising a wonderful day. Thanks to all 
lecturers from. both organisations and. to Caphouse for a 
great venue. 

Next y~r we are hQping tQ ~ve !lnQther jQint 
meeting with NMRS, this time in Det:byshire. The day will 
consist of a number of short field trips to interesting venues 
in the Orefleld. It is still in the early planning stage so keep 
an eye on your Newsletter for developments, 

There has been a change of management at the Crich 
lead mining display. After eight years I decided that the 
time had come to hand over the rei~s to someone else. My 
time as leader of this project was very happy. Howev~. the 
restrictions it put on my ability to tab part in other 
activities caused it to become more and more of a chore. 
Best wishes to Mick Bridges and his crew for the future. I 
am sure the Crich ·Lead Mining 'Display is in good hands .. 

The Old Mill Close project is still ongoing. The small 
team now restricts the amount of work that can be done 
and new volumeers would be very welcome. · 

High Rake excavations and restorations continue 
unabated. This year a momentous occasjon occurred, when 
the bottom of the Sims Engine condenser pit was reached 
at a depth of about 8 metres. A wooden launder, built to 
drain the engine house. has been found at the bottom of 
the pit The emptying of the inside of the engine house is 
now more awkward as-the mini digger can no longer reach 
inlo the dig. All material has lo dug by hand, loaded into a 
kibble and hoisted out of the pit. One of the wfug walls of 
the engine house at the cylinder end has been rebuilt to 
stabilise ·the structure. Digging rontinues on the.first 
Saturday of.each mouth .and .idth<:iugh. this: is on_e ofth.e .h~~ 
attended of our projects, new blood is always welcome. 
This is now one of the best sites of its type in the Orefield, 
and should be visited by all mini~g historians. 

The Peak District Mining Museum has had another 
successful trading year and made a profit of approximately 
£5,500.00. Admissions over the summer have been 
disappointing, mainly due to the warm weather. 

At Temple Mine a lot of work has been carried out, 
with the replacement of panning tanks, and a new water 
circulating system. The hut at the entrance .is.in the process 
of conversion to a mineral separation display area. The 
urine management has changed this year with Alan Mutter 
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and Terry Worthington- stepping d<>wn as- Manager and 
Deputy Manager respectively. I have now taken over as 
Mine Manager. 

Work oontinoos to be done in the Museum by a 
small-dedicated band of volunteers who are led by Robin 
Hall. 

Our field centre at Magpie Mine continues to be a 
great success with.a number of .events held there this year. 

We had another successful Heritage Weekend, 
although poor weather on Saturday meant that visitor 
numbers were down. The weather, however, could not 
dampen the spirit of OUt volunteers.. As project leader fur 
the event, I would like to thank all involved in this years 
event! The paperwork is beginning to arrive fur next year's 
Heritage Weekend so get your waterproofs, wellies etc 
ready. 

Magpie-Mine- also· hosted the-Barmote-Event in 
October. This was attended by a record number of85 
persons, including many new members. Thanks are due to 
Afan Mutter and. Jim Rieuwerts for organising this event. 

Maintenance of the Magpie ·C-0ttage continues with 
the help Qf a reS\lla.r 00-n(l Qf vQl\lntee~. R>l.>s .(iQne in~I~ 
repainting. flue replacement. noise and vibration reduction 
of the generator etc. 

The number of visitors to· the Cottage have remained 
steady and include several new groop b<>Okings. Security of 
the site continues to be a -problem and ways of alleviating 
this problem are being considered. 

A great deal of work as been done on all of our 
projects by many people. Therefore, in order to avoid 
missing anyone. out, I pr~ to e-0ngratulat~ you as a 
group, not as individuals. Thank you all, both project 
leaders and volunteers, for your hard work and·Iong may it 
continue. 

Thanks are also due to the management, -staff, and 
committee of the Museum, for their hard work during the 
year. 

On a more sombre note .. destruction to sites of 
interest and importance in the Oretleld continue to take 
place. Recently a group of Society members on a surface 
walk carne to a point overlooking Putwell Hill Mine, n~ 
the Monsal Trail. To our surprise an open stope had been 
capped with concrete, leaving just a slot for hat access. 
This wanton destruction of a site listed in the Lead Legacy 
report was done without proper consultation. Demg. near tQ 
the trail, an opportunity was lost to make it into a feature 
visible to the public with low-key interpretation of the site. 
A letter expr-essing our ron<:em about the destruction of 
.this-site wu sent.to the_authority r.:espouSt.1!1¢' .fur.th.e 
damage. A copy was also sent to the Peak Park as 
landowners. I have yet to receive a reply from the relevant 
party, althou_gh I have had an acknowledgement ofthe 
receipt ofthe letter from the· Pm Patk 

The above incident proves that we must be ever 
vigilant if we are to stop destruction of OUf' mining heritage. 
·If you hear or see any plans for similar shaft apping or any 
other work in the interest ofsafcty on any mining sites, 
please let the Society Conservation Officer (John Barnatt) 
or myselfknow, preferably before any damage is done. 

One more group that r must thank this year are the 
producers of our publications. Mining History and our 



Newsletter are of very high quality and this doesn't happen 
without a lot of hard work by relatively few people. ft must 
however start with the membership, articles do not write 
themselves, and contributions are always required. Please 
put pen to paper, both edit<>rs would welcome more 
articles. 

However in thanking the production team, I must first 
of all thank the editors, then everyone else involved in 
publications, not least the proofreaders who make sure 
there are no mistakes. l thank the people who pack the 
publications in envelopes and send them out to us"'" 

r. now want to mention membership. Thankfully our 
membership has remained at similar levels for the last few 
years. We cannot afford to be complacent and must actively 
campaign for new members. At the moment, the new 
members who join each year only make up for our natural 
wastage. We need a membership drive in order to increase 
our numbers as only in that way can we thrive. Therefore if 
you are representing PDMHS at an event please take some 

membership forms with you, let people know who we are, 
what we do and what we represent. 

To finish l wwl(i lik~ to thank all of our m~ml>~rship, 
both active and annchair members, for your continued 
support of the Society. Without you we would cease to 
exist! 
l'a«I Stnilh 

Election of Directors 
Followins the election to fill the vacant posts, the 

Directors of the Society for 2005/2006 are:-
Chairman 

P Smith 71 St Norbert Drive, 
Kirk Hallam, ILKESTON 
D.E7 4EF. 

Deputy Chairman 
MrsMELuff 

Hon Secretary 
NNix 

Hon Treasurer 
DGough 

Hon Editor 
I)rL Willies 

Hon Recorder 
RPaulson 

Tel : 0115 9301169 

The Coppins, Wash Lane, 
Ravenstone. COAL VILLE. 
Llecestershire, LE6 2AZ 
Tel: 01530 810905 

87 Windsor Road, 
BUXTON, 
SK17 7NR 
Tel: 01298 214110 

4& King Street, Seagrave 
LOUGHBOROUGH 
LEl2 7LY 
Tel: 01509 814468 

"Hilderston", 
174 Dale Road, Matlock 
Bath, MA lLOCK, DE4 3PS 
Tel: 01629 584322 

"Holt House", Holt Lane, 
Lea, MATLOCK, DE4 5GQ 
Tel: 01629 534775 
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Ordinary Members· 
Mrs N Adlam-Stiles Mourn View, West Bank. 

Wtnster, MATLOCK, DE4 2DQ 
Tel: 0795& 356554 

Dr J Barnatt 21 The Front, Fairfleld. 
BUXTON, SK.17 7EQ 
Tel: 01298 7791.3 

Mr-s E Dixon 21 Marlborough. Drive, 
BELPER, DE4S lL.B 
Tel: 01773 823020 

J K Gregory 3 Cobden Road 
MATLOCK, DE4 3JR 
Tel: 01629 .SS400 

P Harvey Ludway Bank, Top Lane, 
Whatstaadwell, MATLOCK, 
DE4SEN 

A Wood 23 Leacroft Road. Winster, 
MATLOCK. DE4 2DL 
Tel: 01629 650162 

Annual subsriptions 
lt w~ agr~d to incr~~ th~ rat~ of the annual 

subscription by £2.00 for each grade of membership. 
These new subscription rates will become due .on 

I September 2006. 

PRE AGM PRESENTATIONS 
h has become customary to have a series of small 
presentations prior to the AGM instead of an after - dinner 
speaker. This year the programme of presentations was:-

! . '"'"The Shovel" - This NCB educational film was 
made to show the correct choice and use of coal mining's 
basic tool of the 1950,s. It is a very dated production but 
is still amusing to watch. 

2. "The Archaeology of Lead Mining in Lathkill Dale" 
by John Barnatt. This was another of John's enthralling and 
interesting presentations on archaeology within the 
Derbyshire orefield. 

3. "Sir Josepn Banks, his oonnection with Captain 
Copk and the Derbyshire Lead Industry" by Stuart Band. 
Stuart always manages to stimulate his audiences with Ns 
presentations and yet leave you asking many more 
.questions. 

4. "The Gunpowder J>lof' A play written by Alan 
Mutter with a cast from the Museum' s Monday Night 
Group. 

ANNUAL DINNER 
The Forty Sixth Annual Dinner of the Society was 

held at Temple Hotel, Matlock Bath an 26 November 
200S. 

The Chairman, Mr Paul Smith, proposed Toasts to 
"The Queen" and "The Lord of the field". Keith Gregory 
proposed the toast to "The Society". 

Lynn Willies, on behalf of Trevor Ford, presented the 
Society Awards for 2005. They were:-

1. The Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines 
C~on was awarded to Alan Mutter foe the work: 
that he has done over many years to forward the catl3C of 
the Society. 



2. The Ford Award was made t-O Roger F1indall for 
his paper "Mines, Quarries and Murders in the Peak 
Dfstrict". 

There was no formal presentation after the Dinner. 
Paul Smith 

A LOOK BACK TO PDMHS 40 YEARS AGO 
The AGM was held at the WheatsheafHotel, 

Bakewell on 4 December I 965. 
Retiring Officers Elected Officers 

Chairman Harold Sargeant Harry Parker 
Deputy Harty Parker Neville Gregory 
Secretary Pat Lunn Pat Lunn 
Treasurer Ivor Brown Gordon Wright 
Recorder Geoff Lunn Ronald Tillle 

The writer's own notes show that there was much 
competition for the six council places. Those elected were 
Robey 52 vot~. S~rg~lt 50 votes, Tune 42 votes, Brown 
39 notes, Smith 39 votes and Jennings 35 votes. 

Subscriptions rates were:
Full members £1 
Junior members 15 shillings 
Institutional members 15 shillings 

A new category of Joint Membership (Husband and 
Wife) was introduced at £1.1 Os per year. 

The Membership numbers of the Society were:-
Full 136 
Junior 7 
Institutional 22 

Of the 19 meetings that were held during the year. 12 
were field ~tings (3 were weekend meetings held outside 
the Peak District at the Coalbrookdale C9alfield, 
Swaledale, and Snaifbeach in Shropshire). There were 5 
lecture meetings held at Sheflield University and Tawney 
House. The lecture subjects were Alderley Edge mines by 
G Warrington, Shropshire Mines by I J Brown, Ashover 
Mines by A E Marsh, Mineralisation by T D Ford and 
Underground Photography by H M Parker. 

Working mines visited incl~ Hassop and Alport 
(fluorspar mines) and collieries at Williamthorpe and 
Oxeroft, both near Chesterfield. On the visit to The Rock 
Colliery in Shropshire "gas was seen to be rising" so a 
hasty retreat was made. 

The Annual Dinner was held after the AGM at the 
WheatsheafHotel and about 80 persons attended. After a 
very good dinner there was films and dancing!! 

The cost of the dinner was 14 shillings per head, with 
an extra ~ shillings for a seat on the bus from Sheffield. 
Ivor Brown 

NEW MEMBERS 
The following were elected to membership of the 

Society at a recent Council Meeting:-
Mr & Mrs D Haydon, NOTTINGHAM 
J Douglas & Sylvia Jenkinson, SWADLTNCOTE 

Mr C Lewis, "PIKEHALL 
Mr & Mrs G Wheeldon, DARLEY DALE 
Ms B A Williams & Mr J Richard Price, 

BRISTOL 
Mr P Guest, CHESTERFIELD 
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~merals, Engineering Society, cJ.o Andrew 

Wyndham Howells, WORKSOP 

THE •BR.ADDA HAT ANDT.HE F.IRSTWO:RLD 
WAR 
~Ron Scholefield's note in Newsletter No 115 about 
the 'Br.adda Hat' and its contribution. to the development. of 
steel helmets for soldiers provided a reminder about notes 
on the subject in my files. Amongst these notes there is a 
copy of a very informative article titled "The Mitter atvi 
Jhe Soldier". It was written by Ian R Morrison, but 
unfortunately the publication from which it was taken is not 
known, 

Morrison's article gives much background detail 
relating to the meetings of a committee set up by Lloyd 
George, the then Minister of Munitions, which were held in 
Sheffi~lQ in 1915. During lat~ 1915, the CQmmitt« was 
asJ.::ed to investigate the research and development of a steel 
helmet capable of providing much needed head protection 
for men fighting at the front-line: Eventually Walter 
Sissorui, one of the Committee members, obtained vta~ner 
casts of both the inside and outside of the "Bradda" hat that 
was worn by lead miners. The moulds were made by his 
son who lived in BradwelL 

A telegram detailing this signitkant development was 
soot to tll6 Trooch Warfare ~m.mt and an inquicy wa~ 
quickly put forward by that department for an initial supply 
ofl,000,000 steel helmets. 

Production of the helmets was started iunnedlately, 
but a snag arose when the drop-stamps in Sissons' forge 
were found to be too nght. A new plant was estabnshed in 
John Street, Sheffield which was worked by Viners, a 
well-known Sheffield Jinn_ The company stated that they 
made 1.5 million helmets in Wot!d War l 

I very much r.egret that I cannot provide a correct 
reference for Mr. Morrison's excellent article, nevertheless 
grateful acknowledgement is. given far the above 
infomIBtion. 

The photograph to which Ron Schotefietd refers 
appeared in Bradwell: Ancient and Modem by Seth Evans 
(1912). Reproduced many times since then, it is a 
photograph of a group of lead miners at Rake Head Mine, 
Moss Rake, Bradwel and it was taken in 1865, not 186'1 as 
so often quoted. 

Mrs Mary Bradwell, a descendant of Seth Evans, 
kindly gave me the original photographic print, dated 1865, 
from which the well-known illustration in Evans' book was 
obtained. This print, now one hundred and forty years old, 
is in remarkable condition, only very slightly faded and pin 
point sharp. 
Jtm Rieuwerts 

WILLIAM HARDY, AUTHOR OF "'THE MINER'S 
GUIDE (1748)" AND A .POSSIBLE LIST OF ECTON 
MINERS 

William Hardy was born in Brassington,. but his date 
of birth is not known. An advertisement for his book, The 
Miners Guide proclaims that he had been a Prm:titiorrer in 
the Mines for 111irty Years. · He was, at the time of its 
put>Ii\:atiQn., r~~ioent at w ~tlQn, a village a littl~ tQ th~ 
south of the Ecton mines and was, or had been, a miner at 



Ecton. A second edition ofThe Miner's Guide appeared in 
1762 and in both editions there is a folding plate entitled A 
Sh~ft-Paper. The paper is dated 3 August 1747. The left 
hand column contains the names of ten miners and eight 
labourers. Each name is followed horizontally across the 
page by ruled spaces covering Monday to Saturday for a 
period of six weeks, appropriately scored for each day a 
man had worked. The total number of shifts worked by 
each man was totalled and his lncome thus recorded. 

l was aware of the inclusion of The Shift-Paper in 
both of my editions of the Miner's Guide, but had presumed 
that the men's names were imagfoary, an example compiled 
specially for the book. An inquiry about Hardy from John 
Palmer, who is responsible for the well-known and 
informative Wicksworth web.site, was the impetus for the 
·writer re-examining the item in more detail. Many of the 
surnames have an obvious Ecton-Werton 'ring' about them. 
for example Higton, Tunnecliffe, Berrisford, Keeling, 
Wild goose and Bott. The first name at the head of the 
Shift-Paper is that of Samuel Wright and he earned 1/6d 
per shift as opposed to l/2d paid to the remaining nine 
miners (labourers earned 4d to 8d per shift). 

When I contacted Roger Flindall requesting help, he, 
with his usual enthusiasm, produced vital information. 
Amongst his vast archive he located a newspaper 
advertisement for Hardy's book. th.at included the names of 
persons to whom subscriptions could be sent. One of them 
was Samuel Wright, Miner at Exton. 

The above notes of course do not prove that the 
Shift-Paper is an authentic reproduction from an actual 
Ecton Mi~ acc.ount. It i~, however, precisely dated and 
this fact, coupled with Hardy's work at the mine and 
Samuel Wright being a senior miner there, perhaps an 
overseer, together with the other local surnames strongly 
suggest it to be so. 

Lindsey Porter informs me that unfortunately no 
miners names are recorded in the Ecton Mine accounts 
covering the 1740s, held in the Chatsworth archives. 

My sincere thanks are due to Roger Flindall for his 
continuing and unfailing help with all matters concerning 
mining and local history. Lindsey Porter searched his Ecton 
Mine records. for possible inf onnation about the miners. 
Jim Rieuwerts 

NEW PUBLICA TIQNS 
l. "Fatal Accidents in Shropshire Mines from l 850-1979" 
by Ivor J Brown. Published by the Shropshire Caving & 
Mining Club as ~ount No 24. 2005 (August). 86pp, A4 
size, about 40 figures and plans and numerous extracts 
from local newspapers and other publications as well as the 
Annual Reports oftbe Inspectors of Mines. Cost: £6.00 

This is a well illustrated publication giving information 
on some 800 mineworkers who died as a result of accidents 
in Shropshire Mines, Surprisingly it includes a number of 
women and children although their employment below 
ground had been made illegal before the period covered. 

By far the sreatest number of persons died sinsly but 
there were also many who died with a colleague and nearly 
20 incidents involved three or more death~, commonly 
called a 'disaster'. The worst case was at Dark Lane Pit, 
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near the present Telford Fire Station, in 1862 when 12 men 
and boys died leaving 27 children without a father. 

The book gives considerable detail on all the disasters, 
each well illustn1ted using contemporary material. 

Indexes have been provides giving rapid access to all 
named persons, victims and others mentioned in the text 
and to all mines mentioned within the county. 

The publication is in six main sections: 
l. An introduction 
2. Incidents in the coalfields 1850-1979 (mines of 

coal, ironstone, clay and limestone) 
3. Fatalities in the metalliferous mines 1875 

onwards (lead and zinc ores, and barytes) 
4. Occupations glossary 
5_ List of Disasters 
6. Indexes to Names of Persons and of Mines. 

2. "Yorkshire Mining Veterans" hy Brian Elliott. 2005, 
Pen & Sword Books Ltd. Tllustrated paperbaok. 192pp. 
ISBN: l 90342' '81. Cost £9.99 

This is an extraordinary collection of stories told by 
the veterans of the coal mines who were born between 
I 890 and 1952. They were all mineworkers, officials or 
managers. Their memories-span nearly a century from the 
early 1900' s to the great strike of 1984/85 as well as the pit 
closures of the 1990' s. Miners all across the Yorkshire 
region from the Selby Coalfield to the old West Riding 
areas in and around Barnsley, Rotherham, Doncaster and 
Sheffield share their experiences with the reader. 

Set chronologically according to the age of the miner, 
the author- profiles each of the 47 veterans and tells their 
individual stories based on his interviews with them.. The 
stories, all previously untold, together with a superb 
collection. of photographs make.c; f.ascinating reading_ 

Anyone reading these snapshots of social history 
cannot help but appreciate an underlying sense of 
comradeship and conunun.ity. 

BOOK REVIEW 
"A Georgian Gent & Co - The Life and Times of Charles 
Roe"by Dorothy Bentley Smith. 2005, Landmark 
Publishing Co. Landmark Collectors Library. ISBN 1 
84306 175 9, 649pp, Cost £25.00. 

This book is a truly fonnidable volume. which with 
te..xt, appendices and e.xtended notes and reterences runs to 
649 pages. The scope of the work is astonishing and 
represents a hu~e piece of research coveri~ not only an 
~tensive genealQiY and other details Qf the Roe family 
from the ~rly 17th Century, but also th~r complex and 
interwoven relationships -with many other families, often 
witl1 references about their genealogies too. 

There is much information. very diverse in character. 
Subj@cts covered inctude. local Chesl1ire and Derbyshire 
affairs, for example the history ofMacclesfield and the 
infant silk industry in the town, plus a wealth ofBritish, 
European and World history. To give some idea of the 
scope of the author's subjects, suffice to say that RmOflb>sl 
them they embrace such wide ranging events as the Civil 
War, the East India Company (they purchased low-grade 
copper ores from Ecton mines), the Jacobite uprising, the 
slave trade, Josiah Wedgwood, and so on. Indeed Mrs. 



Bentley-Smith seems to have touched on scotes of subjects 
covering a wide range of interests, some of only marginal 
relevance to Charles Roe and his empire. There are details 
about canal construction and transportation of materials by 
this and other more primitive methods, the coal industry, 
brass manufacture, the development of silk manufacture 
and the extensive involvement of Charles Roe and Co. 
therein. 

The sheer wealth of detail i:s overwhelming and a 
complete review is impossible unless the reader has many 
hours available for detailed perusal. A proportion of the 
subject matter is outwith the expertise of this reviewer and 
probably many others too! 

Charles Roe was born in Castleton, Derbyshire in 
1715. His father was vicar of the village, one of a long line 
of clerics in the family harking back a century and more. 
The family invested in local lead mining and Charles 
acquired interest in several rich mines in which the family 
had connections, including mines on Hucklow Edge and 
EyamEdge 

Within the context of this Newsletter and the interests 
of PDMHS members, then perhaps it is her work on lead, 
copper and calamine mining and the smelting and refining 
of these metals that is of principal interest. There are 
in-depth accounts of Charles Roe and the Macclesfield 
Company workivg copper ores at Alderley Edge, 
Middleton Tyas, North Yorkshire, Coniston in the Lake 
District (both these ventures with Anthony Tissington, a 
well known fi!,'Ufe in Derbyshire mining) and of course 
Parys Mountain. Anglesey. 

A little known and short-lived copper mine was 
worked circa l 73 5 on Macclesfield Common, though not 
by Charles Roe. Apparently six shafts still remain (maybe 
concerned with coal extraction rather than copper? - JHR). 
The precise location of the mine is not stated, although 
there is a very localised map showing 1ts position. T cannot 
find any other reference to the mine, noted by· Mrs. 
Bentley-Smith to have been worked. or certainly intended 
to be worked under the Stannary Laws. This latter piece of 
information is astonishing and worthy of further research. 

The appendices contain useful tables showing the 
quantities of ore mined, profits and losses at the above 
mines (Macclesfield Common excepted) and many other 
smaller ventures.The part played by John Roose in locating 
the major copper ore-body on Parys Mountain, Anglesey in 
1768 will not be known to many. Roose was from the 
Winster-Elton area of Derbyshire, starting his working lite 
as a lead miner. He served as overseer at Cowclose Mine, 
Elton before moving to Ecton in a similar capacity. Roe 
invited him to Wales where, after his major discoveiy at 
Anglesey, the Parys Mountain mines were subsequently 
worked with great effect and profit by Charles Roe and Co. 
until 1785. 

Many ofMrs. Bentley-Smith's statements concerning 
mines and mining have not been verified, to do so would be 
a matrunoth task, but several of those actually checked by 
the writer have been found to be misleading or inaccurate. 
The four example~ given below give some idea of her 
problems in interpretation of mining practices. 

Calamine (zinc carbonate) was not obtained from 
GorseydaJe Mine, Bonsall Moor. She obtained her data 
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from a ledger in the Bagshawe Collection (431 a), held at 
Sheffield Archives. The ledger records profits and losses at 
the mine from 1763 to 180 I, but the ore sold concerns only 
lead ore, (measured as would be expected in loads and 
dishes), calamine is not mentioned in the ledger. According 
to Mrs. Bentley-Smith, Oden Mine was 500 yards in depth 
in 1706; this is incorrect, the mine never re.ached this depth 
in its entire history. Furthermore, Oden Rake had not been 
worked th.is distance into the hill at th.is date. Discussing 
the Bannote Court and jury, she states that only rarely 
might the Court itself be very busy, for example if workings 
from two separate mines had met underground and a 
question of title legality required clarification. Again this is 
not correct; the vast number of proceedings from the 
Barmote Court surviving in archival collections are 
testimony otherwise. A final example of inaccuracy 
concerns "hire" of a Newcomen engine. Such an engine 
would not have been 'hired' to pump out water in an 
emergency but installed as a medium-long term fixture. 
purchased by the mine owners with that intention. 

Despite the above criticisms, this book is a 
mon\.lmental treatise, CQvering SQ many facets of history, 
technology and day-to..day life from arowu.l 1600 to 1800, 
though these are not confining dates. Many will buy it for 
its thorough coverage of diverse themes, but whether 
mining historians will teel the same urge is debateable. 
Dr .Jim Rieuwt?rfs 

NAMHO RESEARCH SEMINARS 
l. '"Working with Coal; its History and Archives" 
Th.is seminar will be held at the Coal Authority HQ in 

Mansfield on Saturday 21 January 2006, There will be no 
charge for the seminar but I, Peter Claughton, would 
appreciate notification if you are attendmg in order to 
gauge the level of interest Lunch can be obtained at a local 
pub. 

The Coal Authority HQ is in Lichfield Lane, Beny 
Hill, just to the east of the A60 immediately south of 
Mansfield. A map is available on the Internet at 
-http:/www.ooal.gov.uk/contact/ 

2. "Silver in the Northern Pennines - North Pennine 
Silver: Where and How?" 

This seminar will be held at the North Pennines 
Heritage Trust Centre, Nenthead on Saturday g April 2006. 

The evidence for silver production from the Northem 
Pennine orefield in the late medieval period bas been 
addressed by hath historians and geologists. in recent years... 
Whilst there is strong documentary and statistical support 
for the position that the Northern Pennines were the major 
source of newly mined English silver in the late medieval 
period, that is not backed up by the geological evidence. 
The majority of the ores mined in the modem period were 
low in silver and there is, as yet, no evidence for significant 
quantities of silver-rich minerals at the shallow depths 
acces.~ble to the medieval miner. 

Although the quantity of silver produced during the 
12th century can be estimated with some confidence, we do 
not know the precise location of the workings. Neither can 
we be certain as to the nature of the ores worked. where 
they were p~sed, nor the quantity oflcad which might 
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have been produced as a by-product. Tnfbm1ation is 
available on the organisational structure under which 
mining was carried out but there is currently little to 
indicate how it fitted into the social framework and upland 
agricultural practice. 

This seminar is being held to consider the evidence for 
silver production and discuss how our understanding of 
mining in the area during the late medieval period might be 
advanced. The intention is to hear presentations from all 
those with an interest in the area - geologists, historians, 
archaeologists and mine exploration. 

ff you are interested in contributing, plea.'le contact Dr 
Peter Claughton, Blaenpant Mortll, CL YN DERWEN, 
Pembrokeshire, SA66 7RE. Tel: 01437 532578. E-mail: 
P.F.C laughton- ex:etecac.uk 

There will be no charge for the seminar. Lunch will be 
available in the Centre cafe. 

To book, please contact Sheila Barker, The Rise, 
ALSTON, Cumbria CA9 3DB. E-mail: 
sheila. barker@cybermoor.org.uk 

AN OVERSEAS FTEW ME.EI? 
One of the points raise.ct at a recent NAMHO Council 

meeting was the option to hold an overseas conference or 
field meet. The success of pan European programmes, like 
the current Europamines network, has highlighted the rich 
mining heritage outside Britain and Ireland. The Mining 
Heritage Trust of Ireland has already held a number of field 
meets in continental Europe and I've seen the suggestion 
raised in a the newsletters of a couple of our member 
organisations. 

The idea of a full NAi\1HO conference on the 
continent is perhaps well in the future, but we have 
contacts to organise a suimner field trip if there is sutlicient 
interest. Poland has been suggested (benefiting from chsap 
airfares) and there are some interesting underground 
options in the Vosges area of northern France. Please 
canvass interest and feed the results back to council 
through your NAMHO representative. 

NAM HO 2006 CONFERENCE 
The 2006 conference is to be held 9 - 11 June 2006 at 

the Royal Pavilion, Llangollen_ 
The event will be jointly organised by Shropshire 

Caving and Mining Club and Shropshire Mines Trust Ltd, 
with assistance from Welsh Mines Society, North Wales 
Caving Club and Grosvenor Caving Club. 

The conference theme is "Mining in the Landscape" 
with the programme arranged to reflect how mines and 
mining sit in their surroundings. In particular, the 
conference will look at how differences in the type of 
material mined and changing technology, have influenced 
the mining landscape. 

Initial subjects include: 
l . The changing mining landscape; how mines have 

evolved through history. 
2. Slate mining landscapes, in particular the area 

around Llaagollen 
3. The diversity of mining landscapes - Surveying 

the mining landscape. 
It is also hoped a number of mini seminars wiH run in 
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parallel with the lecture programme, for example: 
l . Mining archaeology; 
2. Influences of natural history on access to mine 

sites; 
3. Developments in underground stjlJs and video 

photography; 
4. Why should mining historians be interested in 

quarries? 
The lecture programme organisers are already 

contacting speakers and invite presentations and posters on 
these topics. 

Tdeally situated along the Welsh borders, Llangollen is 
within easy reach of coa~ metal and stone mining regions. 
Running alongside the lecture programme are a series of 
surface and ua.derground field trips to some of the many 
sites in the surrounding region of north-east Wales. 

In addition, it is hoped to provide a coach tour of 
surfuce sites on Monday 12 June, and a number of other 
underground trips during the following week 

The full provisional leaflet is available on the 
NAMHO website - http:iiwww.namho.org 

lfyou have an interest in partiCl,llar sites in north-east 
Wales, and are willing to help lead a field trip (surface or 
underground), or are interested in contributing to the 
lecture programme, please contact Mike Moore 
<mike@moorebooks.co.uk> or ~3 Vineyard Drive, 
Newport, Shropshire TFIO 7DF: Tel: 01952 405105. 

SOCIETY MEETS 
1. Devonshire Cavern. Matlock Bath 

Tuesday l 7 January 2006 
Leaders: Paul Chandler (Training) & Tony Wood 

(Guided tour) 
Meet 7.00pm at the Peak Di:iirk.i Mining Museum, 

Matlock Bath 
Grade: Easy oversuit/boilersuit trip. Equipment for 

this training meet will be provided. Training meet; Climbing 
wire ladders. Devonshire contains two short intenal shafts 
which have boon rigged for both ladder and SRT training It 
is an ideal venue, being diy and having easy access. This 
meet is aimed at mine explorers who would like to progress 
to short vertical urine shafts, the next level of urine 
exploration. 

Jn addition Tony Wood will be available to guide 
Society members around the Devonshire Cavern complex. 
Ideal novice trip. 

2. Goodluck :Mine. Via Gellia 
Sunday 22 January 2006 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Meet at 10. OOam at the layby below the mine spoil tip 

on the AS012 road in the Via Gellia (NGR SK269S66) 
Another Working Day on this New/Old Society 

Project. No technical expertise is required, just enthusiasm. 
Lifting objects, both light and heavy will be invol'<-ed, so 
bring gloves. Personal lighting will need to be "hands free". 
A boilersuit is ideal for this dry mine. Bring a packed lunch 
and drink if you are stopping alt day. Society members are 
welcome to attend, either all day or for just part of the day. 
For further information, please contact Paul Chandler 
(Goodluck Mine Project Leader}. 



3. "Exclusive and Secret Derbyshire Mines and Soughs 
Revealed" 

Tuesday 31 January 2006 
Presenter: PauJ ChandJer. Venue: Peak District 

Mining Museum, Matlock Bath. 
Time: 7.15 for 7.30pm. 
Programme: 

7.30-8. l 5pm Derbyshire Mines and Soughs. 
8. l 5-8.30pm lnterval [Drinks; tea, coffee, etc]. 
8.30-9. lSpm Derbyshire Mines & Soughs Cont. 

This presentation is a unique opportunity to see slides 
taken in a number of"Ex.clusive and Secret" locations, such 
as Overton Mine (Ashover), Wakebridge Mine( Crich), 
Golconda Mine (Hopton). Snake Mine (Via Gellia), 
Pretoria Chert Mine (Bakewell), Horse Buttocks Mine 
(Winster). Old Millclose Mine (Wensley), Magpie Sough 
(Ashford). Oxclose Mine (Matlock), Peakshole Sough 
(Castleton) Harrybecca Mine (Hassop), Bail Eye Mine 
(Bonsa!J), plus other Soughs, whose names will be revealed 
on the night. 

NB. FQr YQ\lr wmfQrt. l>ring a \:\l~hiQn, th~ s~t~ ar~ 
hardlt 

4. Mining Heritage Walk - Ecton Area. Staffs 
Sunday S Fel)ruary ~QQ<$ 
Leader: Anthony Botham 
Meet l Oam at the large layby below Ecton HilL Ecton 

(NGR SK09658 l ). 
Another opportunity to explore this f~inatin_g mining 

area in the company of Anthony Botham. 
Bring usual walking gear and packed lunch. 

References: "Lead Mining in the Peak Di'stricf', edited by T 
.D Ford and J H Rieuwerts (2000 edition) and "The Copper 
& Lead Mines around the Manifold Valley, North 
Staffordshire" by Lindsey Porter & John Robey (2000). 

For further information regarding the walk, contact 
Anthony Botham. Tel: 01782 394358.-

5. Ashford Black Marble Mine, Ashford in the Water 
Tuesday 7 February 2006 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Easy grade dry trip. Mostly along large-walking size. 

passages. Ideal for novices. Evening trip. Party size limited 
to IS . Reference: "Derbyshire Black Marble'' by J M 
Tomlinson (PDMHS. Special Publication No 4-1996). To 
book your place(s), meeting time/place; Contact Tony 
Wood Tel : 06829~650162 (Home) or 0785-5--83"020'1 
(Mobile). 

NOTE change of date from that previously published. 

6. Odin Mine. Castleton 
Sunday 19 February 2006 
Leader: Paul. Chandler 
Meet I O.OOam at mine. PB£k at end of"No thmugh 

road" past 1'reak Clift Cavern at NGR SKl3S-83-S-. 
Odin mine is a very ancient lead mine, earliest 

documentary evidence being 1280. The mine closed around 
1889. Odin contains some superb drystone features, 
including the stone-arched roof in the Cangate Chamber. 
Well worth bringing a camera. 
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Grade: Moderate/Difficult dry, but muddy trip. 
Oversuit rather than boilersuit. Ladder and ropework 
invoJved (details below). Society members attending this 
meet MUST have experience of both flexible wire ladder 
climbing and undergroWld climbing. Thls meet involves 
very little crawling and horizontal passages. It is however, 
quite a strenuous trip for its short length. Ladder work: 
One 3Sft ladder pitch and lOft ladder pitch. The largest 
ladder phch is not quhe vertical and contains a tightlsh 
section about halfway down. There are numerous 
climbs/slopes, some rope-assisted, including the 
"'Chippendale Rift". The party size is not limited. 

7. Pretoria Chert Mine. Bakewell 
Tuesday 28 February 2006 
Leader(s): Paul Chandler and Tony Wood 
Easy grade oversuit or boilersuit evening trip. Access 

into mine is via a 15ft deep shaft, which is rigged with a 
temporary ladder. Mostly large walking size passag~ 
which are steeply inclined in places. There are some superb 
packwalls and artifacts. Worth bringing a camera. Optional 
trip intQ Qr~nfo;l<;l (;h~rt Min~. whi<;h i$ wnn~ 
underground to Pretoria, involves short crawl so bring your 
kneepads. This area of the mine is mainly large walking size 
passages, mostly inclined, with an attractive surprise at the 
end, Party size limited tQ S due tQ sensitive locatiQll PriQfiJy 
will be given to Society members who have not visited this 
mine before. The trip is suitable fur novices. To book your 
place(s), meetin~ tin1e/place; Contact Paul Chandler.Tel: 
Ql246-220773 

8. Engine Vein. Alderley Edge. Cheshire 
Sunday 5 March 2006 
Organiser: Nigel NU; 
Meet at 10.00am at the National Trust Car Park at 

Alderley Edge 
Engine vein is the old~'t of the Alderley Edge mines. 

There is "Some crawling. scrambling_ and fixed ladders. 
Numbers are restricted. If you are interested in this meet, 
then phone Nigel on 01298 2141 I 0 or 07734 800311 . 

9. Long Tor Grotto, Matlock Bath 
Tuesday 14 March 2006 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 7. I Spm at Matlock Bath railway station car 

park. 
Easy oversuit or bofiersuit trip, but wear wellies as the 

first part oftrip is a paddle through stagnant water and mud 
of variable depth. The remainder of the mine is dry with 
w~stooping size passages. There is some nice 
mineralisation, Trip suitable-for novices. The mine-was 
open as a Show Cavern between 1892 to 1914 (approx) 
with access via a now blocked quarry entrance. For :fiuther 
infonnation, see Mining History Vol 14, No 6. 

10. Ashover Light Railway Walk, Ciay Cross/Ashover 
Area 

Sunday 19 March 2006 
Leaders: Paul Chandler and Stuart Band 
Meet 10.00am at Ashover Village Hall car park (NGR 

SK351632). A limited number of cars will be taken to Clay 
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Cross to be collected later. 
The Ashover Light Railway ( ALR) was financed and 

built by the Clay Cross. Company to carry limestone and 
tluorspar from the mines and quarries at Milltown and 
Ashover to Clay Cross and the main line railway. The 
railway opened on Monday 6 April 1925 and closed on 
Friday 31 Marcil 1950. 

The walk is gfaded easy and is about 8 miles in 
length. It is mainly level walking on field paths, tarmac 
footpaths, plus some road walking. Jt is a linear walk 
starting in Clay Cross.and follows the approximate course 
offailway to Ashover. Various items assooiated with ALR 
will be seen enroute, including the "Where the Rainbow 
Ends" Cafe, a railway carriage, Milltown Station building, 
embankments and even a section of the rail track near 
Milltown quarry: Various- publications and photographs 
about the ALR will be available to view during the walk. 
Bring usual walking gear, packed lunch and drink. Also 
worth bringing are cameras, binoculars and OS map 
Chesterfield and Alfreton Explorer 269. 

11 . Middleton Dale Mine Levels. Eyam Area 
Tuesday 28 March 2006 
Meet 7. l 5pm at the car park near "Lovers Leap" cafe, 

Stoney Mlddleton 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Grade: Easy/Moderate oversuitfboilersu.it trips. No 

ladder or ropework. Mine levels to be visited include Delph 
Hole, Level 7, plus others in area. 

12. Old Tor Mine, Castleton 
Sunday 2 April 2006 
Leader: Nigel Nix 
Meet at 10.00am at the Speedwell Mine car park (Pay 

& Display) at foot of Winnats Pass. 
An interesting Blue John mine in the Winnats Pass 

which involves a steep uphill climb from the pass and a 5m 
ladder pitch. 

It may be posible to extend the day by visiting the 
main Chamber in Winnats Head Cave or Suicide Cave. 

Please phone Nigel on 01298 214110 or 07734 
800311 if interested. 

13. Neptune Mine, Cressbrook Dale 
Tuesday I I April 2006 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 7. l 5pm at Wardlow Mires cate/fitling station on 

the A623 (NGR SK 181756) 
Grade: Easy/Moderate oversuitlboilersuit trip. Easy 

traverse across two shafts and rightish entrance into the 
mine level. This trip is not suitable for novices. For further 
information, see PDMHS Bulletin Vol 7, No 2. 

14. North York Moors Mines Weekend 
Satutday 15 and Sunday I 6 April 2006 (Easter 

Weekend) 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Programme: Saturday- Chapel Wood Jet Mine, 

Tngleby Arncliffe 
Grade: Easy/Moderate oversuit/boilersuit trip. No 

ladder or ropework. Bring kneepads. This mine has only 
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recently been explored and surveyed and the trip is not 
suitable for novices. The party size is limited. Survey and 
further information in "Descent" Cavers,Magazine No 180. 

Sunday - Rosedale Area srface walk visiting mining 
remains. 

Weather permitting, this will be a fascinating walk in 
stunning· scenery. Bring· usual walking· gear, camera; 
binoculars and OS map North York Moors (Western area) 
Ex-plorer OL26. 

Two, local museums. have information on mining in 
this area. These museums are: Ryedale Fofk Museum at 
Hutton le J:tt>le (tel: 017~l 417367; web site -
www.ryedalefolkmuseum.co.uk) and The Beck Isle 
Museum at Pickering (tel: 01751 473653, website,, 
www.beckislemuseum.co. uk). 

For further informaiion on Jet Mining, see 'Jet 
Jewellery and Ornaments' by Helen Muller (Shire 
Publications). 

For further weekend information and to book a 
place(s) on the Jet Mine trip, contact Paul Chandler, tel: 
01246 220773 

LEITER TO THE EDITOR 
"Mining History. Vol 16. No 1 - Mines Quarries and 
Murders in the Peak District" 

A more appropriate title would have been Myths and 
Legends of the Peak, which is about as relevant to Mining 
Histo1y as the above one-off publication. 

The glowing editorial comment alone take$ up a full 
page, with 400 refurences consuming a further 2~4 pages. 

This is the third consecutive edition ofMining History 
which has a one-off content and which is too focussed on 
one subject to appeal to the cross section of interests of 
our members. It also holds in abeyance other members 
contributions that are waiting for publication. 

If this is to become Society policy, we risk all by 
loosing our "bench mark" reputation as the country's 
leading Mining History Society. 

Someone needs to refocus, as I for one couldn't care 
less about the "level of scholarship" (editorial) or academic 
content as, 1 suspect, neither do the majority of our 
members. It seems to me that the pen has become mightier 
than the pick 

I await my fellow members comments, warts and all 
with interest. 
Len Kirkham 

CWMYSTWYTH MINES 
The Crown Estate is in the process of carrying out 

safety works at Cwmystwyth Mine, Ceredigion. After the 
works are complete, the Welsh :Mines Preseivation Trust is 
hoping to meet with the Crown and its agents, to discuss its 
involvement in the future management of the mine, and 
possible access agreement. 

Would member organisations please note our possible 
involvement with the future of this site and refrain from 
visits until negotiations have been completed, Once talks 
have taken place with the Crown Estate, the Trnst will 
advise NAMHO of the arrangements that have been made. 
G Levins, Secretary, Welsh Mines Preservation Trust 



THE COFFIN DODGERS UPDATE 
1. Preistcliffe Ditch 

In adition to our ongoing works at Ecton etc, we 
were recently invited by the landowner to dig at Preistcliffe 
Ditch, north ofTaddington. 

The site is situated about Y2 mile east of the Waterloo 
public hou.~ on the A6 and and wa~ formerly the parish 
stone quarry. This concession was lost due to a change of 
ownership when the present owner purchased this, and 
other adjoining land. 

The Geological Survey Map No 111 shows a mineral 
vein, not necessarily 'ore bearing', trending north/south 
approx 60yds east of the dig. It is claimed that a shaft had 
been sunk to a depth of l80ft on this vein but little tangible 
evidence of this is seen, except for a small waste mound 
and the remains of a lime mortar structure that may have 
housed an engine or head frame of some sort. 

A working in a small quarry face, thougl1t to be an 
adit, was excavated by hand to reveal a 2ft wide fault with 
traces of Barite and Flourspar at 90° to the main fault with 
a hade of 20°. As the dig progressed, the fuult was found to 
have been lost and relocated 4ft lower.This was cleared of 
waste and it was found to pinch out into bedrock approx 
l5ft from surface. 

At this point the dig was abandoned and the site was 
restored to the "as found" condition.You can't win 'em all! 

2. Dale Mine, Warslow 
While perusing the "Lead Legacy", a fine work 

recently published by the Peak District National Park, l was 
surprised to find that the old masonry structure, with six 
outlets in the front, situated above Dale Bank Mine, has 
been identified as Zinc Calciners. , 

I first visited this site over forty years ago, and have 
witnessed the slow but sure decay of both the Ecton and 
Dale Mine Setts, including the then fine example above of 
the stone masons craft, fall into its present sorry state. 

However, I am most intrigued by its recent status, a.s I 
have always understood this structure to be a battery of 
settling tanks from the ore washing plant that was installed 
after legal action against the Dale Mine proprietors for 
polluting the River Manifold. 

Please prove me wrong, but where is the Calciner 
evidence? There is no 1.1gn of furnace clinker, or vitrified 
remains within the structure etc. So, does this support the 
more prosaic slurry settling tank theory? 

Please take a closer look. Comments via the 
Newsletter please. 

3, Ecton 
Our work on the shaft capping etc continues. As fast 

as we cap and secure one shaft we find another that is just 
as dangerous. We recently encoutered this situation on an 
area considered to contain some of the earliest workings on 
the hill. 

Having rescued them from i.mlnent collapse and 
rebuilt the ginging on a very old shaft, we roped up and 
descended to a small chamber just above the high water 
perch 70ft down the shaft. The flooded section was 
plumbed, at lOft deep, and stemples were seen to continue 
into the depths. Curiously, the water table in this shaft 
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fluctuates by as much as 20ft 
A short distance down the shaft, it increases in width 

to accommodate another small shaft to the surface which is 
capped with the usual rusted old rails and deads with only 
four feet of rock seperating the two shafts. No .records are 
known to exist for this part of the hil~ and shaft hollows 
conternpory with the above almost overlap. The bedding 
plane in the lower part of the shaft is vertical and the the 
vertical joints have been picked out, almost in a desperate 
effort to find ore. Nothing is seen but the most minute 
traces of copper. 

As a diversion ftom our grinding toil up on the hill, T 
was recently elevated to "film star" status by David We~b 
for six whole days while he video'd everything that 
moved,or didn't move, both above and below ground. This 
should form the most comprehensjve record of Ecton yet 
attempted. Talk about grinding boredom, but Dave makes 
it look so easy, 

However, during filming in the Clayton adit, I took 
the opportunity to go up the Clayton pipe working to a 
point where it becomes vertical, and free climbing is 
curtailed. 

Two points are obvious at this height 
1. The old section map repeated in all of the Ecton 

Mine publications is practically worthless due to later 
re-working. 

2. The smoke flue chimney from the sealed 
masonry structure seen in the adit has been mostly mined 
away, Hence all the soot in the pipeworking, which in 
places is a foot thick, has been deposited after the 
masonruy structure had been mined out. 

As with other areas above the adit that have been 
explored, some we believe for the first time, no ore, or 
even colouration, is seen. 
LenK;rkham 

GREAT BARMOTE COURT - MAGPIE M.INE-
190ctober 2005 

On an overcast but mainly dry day, the Steward and 
several Jurymen of the Great Barmote Court for the Soke 
and Wapentake of Wirksworth., together with 80-90 guests, 
assembled at Magpie Mine to continue this most venerable 
of traditions. 

Society stalwarts ensured that everyone was greeted 
with a warm cottage and the provision of copious cups of 
tea before the start of the day's proceedings. As cars began 
to arrive, first in a trickle then in a seemingly never ending 
stream, it required the skilled services of an able parking 
attendant to ensure they filled the limited space available. 

At the appointed hour the guests were ushered into 
the ' new' cottage lounge to hear Jim Rieuwerts give a short 
talk on the history of the Court. This was followed by the 
distribution of the traditional clay-pipes, individually 
inscribed for each guest. 

Unfortunately it was a case of, 'first in best served', 
because of the limited space in the cottage for such a large 
turnout. Many folk were left outside to peer through the 
windows or to crowd around the door in the hope of 
bearing their name called for them to receive their pipe. 
However, Jim was inveigled into repeating his talk later in 
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the morning so all who wished to hear him were able to do 
SO. 

Following the distribution of the clay-pipes everyone 
migrated to the 'old' cottage where the traditional meal of 
bread, cheese and ale, and other refreshments, was 
devoured with relish whilst catching up with news and 
gossip with old friends. 

This was a memorable Society meeting for several 
reasons. One of the reasons which came to the mind for the 
writer was that it provoked memories of the 'Groove Fest' 
centred on Magpie Mine in 1980 and the 'Silver Groove 
Fest' in 19&4. At these events there was a plethora of 
' ex.citing' activities which were arranged, primarily to 
encourage new members to attend and take an active role 
in the Society. 

Here there was a parallel because the Society in its 
wisdom had personally invited new members to attend the 
Barmote meeting and was pleased to welcome some 20 
new members into the fold. They were given a guided tour 
of the Magpie Mine site together with an explanation of its 
histo1y. 

ln conclusion, I would like to thank all those members 
who made it the memorable day it was, not forgetting those 
who gave their time to organise the event, to provide the 
excellent repast and those who manned the ever-boiling 
kettle! 
Pete Challis 

END OF AN ERA - MIDDLETON LIMESTONE 
MlNE 1959-2005 

In 1959, Derbyshire Stone decided to open two 
underground mines for limestone near Wirksworth due to 
the increasing cost of moving the thick overburden above 
their almost pure calcium carbonate limestone bed. Adits 
were driven into the face in both Middleton and Hopton 
Wood quarries and it was intended that eventually the two 
mines would join and become one. The Hopton Mine ran 
into difficulties in a geological fault, and although some 
further driveage was done, it was abandoned but this area 
remains accessible. 

The Middleton Mine driveage also hit a fault but the 
problem was overcome. The main heading was 40 ft wide 
and 20 ft high but reduced to 30 ft by 20 ft and pillar and 
stall working began. Initially the plant con!>1sted of 
handheld drill rigs operated from a scaffold on the back of 
an old dumper truck. Three I9RB rope-operated quarry 
face shovels loaded the limestone into Foden dumpers. 
Roof scaling was done from the ladder off an old fire 
engine. Over the years all of the operations have been 
progressively moderrused and in recent years the most up 
to date hydraulic plant was in use. 

As the years passed other levels were commenced 
beneath the earlier workings using the same pillar positions. 
Eventually up to four levels were worked with each level 
up to 30 ft high. Sometimes the levels joined up to give 60 
ft high and occasionally 100 ft high chambers. 

By 1981 production had increased to 10,000 tons of 
limestone a week from 17 men and by th.e 1990s th.e output 
reached over half a million tons per year from 18 men. By 
2000 the number employed was down to less than 10 and 
the last mineral was extracted in July 2005 although a blast 
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was carried out in August 2005 to leave the faces safe. 
In 1975, a major roof collapse occurred affecting 

about 5 acres at the swface. Operations were amended 
accordingly to ensure the future safety of the mine and the 
area of collapse. up to 25 feet in depth, suitably landscaped. 
More recently an old lead miners' level has been 
encountered with 5 metal "jubilee type" trucks still on rails, 
possibly from the mid 19th Century. These have been 
photographed and recorded. 

The mine finally covered an area almost completely 
surrounding the aborted Hopton Limestone Mine but never 
actually connected with it Although very extensive and with 
about 30 miles of tunnels, the mine still has considerable 
reserves of mineral. 

The society visited the mine on several occasions over 
the years. The writer was on one of the earliest visits on 22 
November 1964. Through the kindness of the Company he 
was recently allowed to revisit and the differences in scale 
and extent was found to be quite staggering. The Company 
have also allowed the society to store large mining artefacts 
saved from other mineral operations inside the nline. Both 
society and mine were born in the same year and it would 
be wonderful if the mine could be reopened or a new use 
found for it. 
Ivor Brown 

PARANORMAL INVESTIGATORS AT MAGPIE 
MINE 

A group of Buxton Parnnonnal Investigators recently 
visited Magpie Mine to carry out a survey to see if there 
was any Paranormal Activity on the site. The report of the 
investigation is produced below:-

"Investigation of Magpie Mine and Agents Cottage 
Carried out lzy By~ton Paranonnal lnyesti@tors 

Our group carried out an investigation in AUb'llSt 
2005 at M.agpie Mine, Sheldon. On arrival, one of our 
mediwns picked up the spi.rituaJ energy of a gentleman who 
worked at the mine from 1870 onwards. The gentleman's 
name was George Mycock, and he (George) gave us 
interesting information as to the mines layout at the time of 
his employment there. When one of our investigators later 
researched for evidence of George Mycock, she found all 
the infonnation to be correct, and records show him to 
have definitely worked at the ~1te in 1872. 

Also that same evening our Mediums picked up tM 
energies of several ladies stood just to the right of the shaft. 
These ladies communicated feelings of great sadness and 
also rurected a lot of anger towards the mine itself 
Although there is no hard evidence, research has shown 
that a curse was put upon the mine by the wives of the 
murdered Maypit miners. Could these be the ladies in 
question? 

Before the evening was over we conducted a silent 
vigil around the area of the engine house, and all the 
members of the group clearly heard the footsteps of a 
person walking on the gravel near to where we all stood. A 
thorough search was made of the site but no sign of 
another person could be found. 

Please note the spirits of two other people were 
picked up, these were a lady in her mid twenties with long 
red hair, and she appeared to be waiting to meet someone. 



She was very sad, but our mediums· could not detect that 
she was connected to the mine. Also the snort of a young 
child around 7 years old was picked up near to the Agents 
Cottage, he dates back to around 1840. Our research has 
not turned up any information on either of these two 
people. (If you know anybody who may be able to shed 
light on who these last two people were, it would he nice to 
hear from them). 

On 2nd October 2005, we carried out an investigation 
at the Agents Cottage. Both of our Mediums were drawn 
to the upstairs area of the building. The first spirit that was 
picked up was of a gentleman of around 40 years old, who 
gave the name Joseph. He wore a long black coat, white 
shirt with a long bow tie and a tall hat. 

We were unable to verify who this man was, however 
he was able to tell us that he worked at the mine 
somewhere between 1870 and 1880, but not for the whole 
l O year peiiod. His job would have been that of an 
accountant/bookkeeper, he was responsible also for 
purchasing goods and supplies for the mine and selling the 
lead. He was however not the mine owner. He also 
indicated that his offices were in the agent's cottage and 
that it wasn't lived in at the time. (Again any information 
you have to corroborate this would be useful for our 
research). 

Joseph was quite agitated and this seemed due to the 
fact that at the time he worked at the mine he could not 
"make it pay" as he put it. He indicated that it was his 
responsibility to sort out the finances of the mine, but he 
couldn't balance the books due to the cost of materials 
coming in out-weighing the price of the lead. Also he 
mentioned problems with high taxes being imposed on the 
mine. (Our research has shown that the inine did struggle to 
"make it pay" around this time). 

Our investigation moved into the forge area which we 
all agreed would be ideal for a seance. We set a glass on a 
small table and began. Not Jong into it five men appeared to 
one of our mediums, three of them were shrouded in a. 
yellow haze. One of the three came forward, so we started 
to ask him questions. 

"What is the Yellow haze?" Glass moves towards 
Kathy. 

• "Ts Yellow Haze Smoke." Glass moves towards 
Kathy. 

"Are you Maypit Miners?" Glass moves towards 
Kathy. 

"Does the name Kathy mean something to you?" 
No movement. 

"Katherine." No movement. 
• "What about Kathleen?" Glass moves towards 

Kathy. 
MW ere you watching us the first time we visited 

the mine?" Glass moves towards Kathy. 
By now we were mnning out oftime, so we ended the 

seance and packed up all our equipment. 
We were unable to find out about a Kathleen being 

linked to any of the Maypit miners so again any infonnation 
you may have would be very much. appreciated. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
giving up your valuable time and allowing us the chance to 
investigate such an interesting pi~ of Derbyshire history. I 
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also hope that we have given you something to think about 
with regards to the extensive paranonnal activity in and 
around the site. 

Please also note that neither of our mediums had any 
prior kriowledge of the site or its history, and they were not 
told before they arrived on site, on both occasions, where 
they would be investigating". 

IMHC2006 
The International Mining History Congre31) will be 

held in Belgium, 9-17 October 2006. For details go to 
http:/lwww.mirnngheritage.org where the Congress web 
site should be in place in the near future. 

FORTRCOMING SQCJETV MEETS 
I . Magpie Sough - Sunday 14 May 2006 

See enclosed flyer 
2 . Old Millclose Mine, Wensley - Saturday & Sunday 

16 -17 September 2006 
3. Mining Heritage Evening Walks will restart in May 

2006 

FOOTNOTE TO CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS 
During "Any other Business" Dr John Barnatt raised 

the matter of Putwell Hill Mine. He stated that there had 
been a meeting with members of the Derbyshire County 
Council Shaft Capping Scheme and had e"-'Pressed our 
disappointment at what had been done at Putwell Hill. 

Jt has been agreed that in future there should be 
proper consultation with all relevant parties before any 
future shaft capping takes place. 

This does not help at Putwell Hill but, hopefully, will 
help make sure sites are preserved in the future and that 
shafts are c.apped in an appropriate manner~ 

COPY FOR THE APRIL 2006 EDIDON OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
NeWNletter is ~ March 2006. Copy, articles, photographs, 

letters etc should be sent to:-
Wes Taylor. 18 Station Lane. Walton on Trent. 

SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, OEJ2 &NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

E-Mail:- wes($vtaylor44.fsnetoo.uk 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES lllSTORICAL SOCI,ETX,LTD 

Company No I 227931 Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, The 
Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, 

Derbyshire, DE4 3NR 
Tel:- (01629) 583834. 

SOCIETY WEB SITES 
Society: www.pdmhs.com 
Museum: www.peakmines.co_uk 

The c-0ntents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and may 
be reproduced without permission provided due acknowledgement 
is made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those ofthe authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Society. Copy 
submitted for publication is not checked by the Editor for 
accuracy. 


