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SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
22 April Surface walk Ingleton Page4 

25 April U/G Meet Via Gellia Page4 

9May Surface Walk Matlock Bath Page 4 

14 May U/G Meet Sheldon Page4 

23 May Surface Walk Wensley Page4 
6 June Surface Walk Matlock Page4 

20 June Surface Walk Crich Page4 

25 June U/G Meet Wensley Page 5 
4 July Surface Walk Wirksworth Page 5 

8-10 July Conference- Llangollen Page 9 
16-17 Sept U/G Meet Wensley Page 5 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

At the last AGM that was held on 26 November 
2005, it was agreed to increase the Annual Subscription 
to the Society. The increase will be £2.00 per year for 
each grade and will become effective from I September 
2006. 

The new subscription rates will be: 

Junior member £ 9.00 

Individual member £ 17 .00 

Joint membership £19.00 

Family membership £21.00 

Institutional membership £22.00 

Would members who pay their subscription by 
Standing Order please ensure that their mandates 
are amended before the payments are due. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1. "Mining History, Vol 16, No I - Mines Quarries and 
Murders in the Peak District" 

In the last edition of the Newsletter, No 117, Len 
Kirkham offers his views on the "Special Issue" 
Volume 16, No 1 of "Mining History". I am a great 
admirer of Len's hands-on work on old mines and his 
own excellent research. Clearly his views command 
respect, but he does ask for the comments of fellow 
members; so here are mine. 

The "Special Issue" is extensively researched and 
referenced. It is well written and illustrated, and whilst 
partly subjective, this is the nature of the content. I 
agree that the subject matter is not what we have 
become accustomed to, but I think it is a good thing to 
occasionally widen the remit of the Society. 

Importantly, I found it interesting, I enjoyed reading it 
and I am happy with the subject matter. Len says "This 
is the third consecutive edition of Mining History 
which has a one-off content and which is too focussed 
on one subject and it also holds in abeyance other 
members contributions that are awaiting publication." 
If the Editor is in the enviable position of having a 
backlog of material waiting to be published, then I 
agree with Len that this problem should be resolved. 
Dr Barry Job 

2. "Mining History" 
I respond to the letter by Len Kirkham in 

Newsletter No 117, January 2006. 
Whilst one cannot fault the research that has gone 

into Mining History Volume 16, No 1, 2005 , I cannot 
but agree with Len's comments. 

I would like to take up another issue where Mining 
History is concerned. Officially we are at least one 
Mining History short. However, I argue that we are two 
copies short, for Mining History Volume 15, Nos 4/5, 
2004 should not be two issues but one. This is a 

subterfuge to catch up with shortfall of deliveries. 
The issue, Volume 15, Nos. 4/5 is flawed in that 

the organisation which planned and organised the 
NAMHO Conference from which the papers used were 

part, do not get a mention. One of the two blank pages 
at the rear could have been used for this purpose. This 
is appalling behaviour and has done much harm. I 
would also comment that the colour rendering of the. 
colour photographs is poor. 



I would point out the we promise our members 
two Mining Historys per annum. By not doing this we 
are breaking the Trade Descriptions Act and we are 
open to prosecution should anyone complain. 

We are also still locked in to the outdated and 
clumsy A4 format. It is time we adopted the standard 
A5 size as does the British Mining publications from 
the Northern Mines Research Society. This organisation 
- whose members pay the same subscription as do our 
members - now produce the bench mark mining journal 
which always arrives on time, is well edited, clearly 
illustrated, professionally printed with well researched 
articles about British Mining History. No mines of 
Spain or India in which the membership have no 
interest. I feel that our Board of Directors should look 
into this matter. 

I support Len Kirkham's comments whole 
heartedly as do many members I am in touch with. 
Peter Naylor 

MYTHS AND LEGENDS? A RESPONSE BY THE 
EDITOR TO LEN KIRKHAM 

It is good to have comment about the Society 
Journal in the Newsletter (No. 117 of January 2006), 
though I feel, for the sake of polemic, Len Kirkham is 
unreasonably hard on Roger Flindall. Roger will, I am 
sure, be consoled by his having received a letter from 
Len's fellow Staffordshir'=' resident, Professor Hugh 
Torrens, who wrote to Roger congratulating him on his 
fine piece of scholarly work. Hands up all you writers 
who have had that accolade. 

Mines, Quarries and Murder has led to substantial 
comment. Most are very complimentary. Phil from 
Elton approached it very cautiously, rather like Len, 
"but when I got into it, it was fascinating I knew all the 
places". Roy from Lea cursed the small print used in 
the endnotes (to save space) he kept turning to them, 
"where on earth did he get that from!" What, of course, 
stops it being Myths and Legends, is the scholarship, 
very visible in the endnotes. 

Another member from Stoney Middleton wanted 
to know if he could have another copy he had lent his 
out and it was not coming back. As for mining content, 
it had more mining maps than even Trevor's massive 
series of geology of the mining areas (more soon). It is, 
perhaps, a pity that Roger did not include more mine 
and quarry murders for the Cheshire and Staffordshire 
side of the Peak, which might have made Len happier. 
However, it would have been hard to ask Roger to go 
away for another twenty years and complete his 
research on that hill-side too before we could publish. 

Len's other points deserve more serious answer. 
You will all have noticed that 16: 1 Roger's murder 
opus came out before 15:6 this was simply because (a) 
it was ready, (b) it would made 15:6 too big and (c) 
Mines Quarries and Murders has commercial sale 
potential, whilst ( c) indexing could not go in such a 
single issue. Most of our single-subject issues are sold 
externally and subsidise the members' Bulletin costs 
very substantially and help keep subscriptions down. It 
is the single issues which lead to much of our academic 
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reputation resulting in more members which again 
leads to lower average costs per Bulletin distributed. 

Do we hold members papers up by insisting on 
single issues? No. Nearly all are published within a 
year any delays are due to my dilatory-ness but I hope 
the result is not too bad. By and large, what we publish 
is what members produce. No "Water Power" would 
have meant no articles available to print (except, 
perhaps mine). Without "Murders", we would fall 
behind a further Bulletin since only a fraction of 16:2, 
for Winter 2005, is currently to hand. Give Len his due, 
he has an article in 15.6 and one for J 6:2. The rest of 
you, a former editor would have said, "need to pull 
your fingers out". 

As for Len "not caring less" for the level of 
scholarship, then your editor and associate editors do. 
We do require references, and go to some trouble to get 
them (including from Len). Many papers take us much 
longer to edit than it does the authors to write (writing 
is dead easy get on with it all of you). We improve 
your grammar, correct errors, add missing information, 
redraw maps, improve or scrounge photographs or, 
even, take them for you. We usually go through at least 
half a dozen proof copies per article (three or four 
reams of paper or two small forests per Bulletin), and 
our proof readers are no less than miraculous at their 
work. A typical article (even, sometimes, Trevor's) will 
have several hundred (even thousands occasionally) of 
necessary alterations though we should all try to be 
emulous of Ron of Holymoorside who usually comes 
close to perfection. Thank you Ron. 

Pen mightier than the pick? Of course, ever since 
papyrus replaced clay tablets and stone slabs. 

Which brings me to my final point. As I get older, 
I get slower. My backlogs are enormous, a house needs 
building, books need writing, countries need travelling. 
I have produced the Bulletin since the late 1980s and 
edited it since Trevor Ford retired. Now I have given 
Council of the Society notice of my retirement, at the 
end of Volume 16 in about two years time, or sooner if 
my successor wishes. Editing is an exciting job where 
you get the first look at data and in which one can help 
writers develop and influence the course of mining 
research. I commend the activity. Please come forward. 
Lynn Willies 

NEW MEMBERS 
The following were elected to membership of the 

Society at a recent Council Meeting:-

M G Long, HEANOR 

R Corby, NUNEATON 

J West, TIDESWELL 

BP Riley, PLYMOUTH 

D Barrie, SUTTON COLDFIELD 

P Dollery, HARROGATE 

D Handley, MARPLE 

R Platt, BOLTON 

A Hadfield & C Reeve, MATLOCK 

B Parsons, HIGH PEAK 



RALPH GREATOREX: A FORGOTTEN 
DERBYSHIRE SCIENTIST AND INVENTOR 

Ralph Greatorex was born cl 622, probably in 
Wirksworth. He was a clockmaker, scientific 
instrument maker and engineer and established his 
business in the Strand, London, later moving to St. 
James Street. Greatorex also carried out surveying 
work, most prominently with Sir Jonas Moore, 
involving parts of London destroyed by the Great Fire 
and also with Moore in surveying parts of the Fens in 
Cambridgeshire. During 1668-1669, he surveyed the 
Royal Arsenal at Woolwich, Whitehall in 1670 and the 
town and castle of Windsor in 1672. He was a friend of 
Samuel Pepys, the diarist and Sir Robert Boyle, the 
well known scientist. 

Greatorex had a particular interest in hydraulics; 
he constructed water lifting engines and fire-engines. 
He experimented with a diving-bell, a description of the 
Leaden case, with fresh air being pumped into to it by 
bellows, with a second tube serving to extract foul air, 
is contained in the Boyle Papers held by the Royal 
Society. Remarkably, experiments with this diving-bell 
were tried in a Derbyshire lead mine in 1653. A short 
note in the Hartlib Papers describes the events; 

He hath beene of late in the mines of Darbishire 

where hee experimented the way of breathing which hee 
is confident will peiftct the way for urination 

[Urination; an obsolete 
word meaning diving under water]. 

Why it was necessary to undertake such a 
dangerous experiment within the confines of a mine is 
not understood; the sheer size and weight of the 
apparatus must have dictated that even the operation of 
taking it underground would have been fraught with 
difficulties. Another reference in the Boyle Papers that 
may be of significance relates that an Ingeneer had 
used the bell twenty one feet deep in water, but no other 
details are given. Ralph's father was probably Anthony 
Greatorex of Callow who assisted with setting out the 
'Dovegang Plot' about 1630-1631. Could this be a 
pointer that the diving-bell experiments were carried 
out in the very rich, but heavily watered Dovegang 
mines? 

Yet another item in the Boyle Papers may concern 
Greatorex's knowledge of gunpowder blasting. Boyle 
noted; 

Mr. Gr. Jnformes me that in the Darby-Sheire 

mines; when they meet with Lime stone, (which is 

a very hard stone) they are able with their boarers by 

the help of punching to worke through 

about a yard a day . 
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Taken literally, it would have been impossible to 

advance a forefield this distance in hard stone. 

But if the yard a day is taken to mean that the 

cumulative depth of shot holes bored in one day 

was about three feet, then his comment makes more 

sense. 
The authors of this short note intend to submit a 

more comprehensive account of Ralph Greatorex, his 
diving-bell and also his possible links with gunpowder 
blasting in Derbyshire lead mines in the mid to late 
1660's. 

References 
Sheffield University Library, Special Collections, 

Hartlib Papers 
Royal Society, London, Boyle Papers. Directory of 

National Biography 
R B Flindall and J H Rieuwerts 

PUTWELL HILL MINE, BRUSHFIELD, 
DERBYSHIRE 

This mine, located at SK 17907 186, has 
recently has its open stopehead capped with large 
concrete beams by the Derbyshire County 
Council's shaft capping team. It was considered to 
be a health and safety hazard. 

This sheer-sided and deep stope lies just above 
the Monsal Trail and until the work was carried out 
it lay within dense woodland surrounded by a fence 
(which was becoming dilapidated). The PDMHS 
Council was not aware this capping was to take 
place and the completed work was discovered by 
accident a few days after it had been undertaken. 
Paul Chandler had been contacted earlier by a 
member of the County Council's shaft capping 
team but he says that at the time he was led to 
believe the site was to be re-fenced rather than 
capped and therefore he did not alert others. 

Paul Smith, as Chairman of the Society, has 
written to Derbyshire County Council expressing 
our concern about the lack of adequate 
consultation. Similarly, the Peak District National 
Park Authority's conservation staff were not made 
aware that the work was to take place, despite 
Putwell Hill Mine being within the curtilage of the 
Monsal Trail. This is particularly ironic given that 
the mine is listed in the Inventory of Regionally 
and Nationally Important Lead Mining Sites in the 
Peak District Orefield, published in the Lead 
Legacy report (Barnatt and Penny 2004). 
It is the Society's view that the capping solution 
employed is insensitive. Visual access to the impressive 
mine stope has now been lost and a good opportunity 
for interpretation has been missed. If the stopehead had 
been grilled with walkway mesh then walkers using the 
Trail could have inspected the stope in safety and low 
key interpretation could have been put in place to 
explain the site. Similarly, while an upper entrance to 
the underground workings exists (of 



uncertain stability) and which has been used by 
members of the Society with prior permission from 
Chatsworth Estate, it is regretted that this alternative 
point of potential underground access has been lost. 
Should the upper entrance ever collapse, then no other 
way into these impressive workings currently exists. 
The Society hopes to negotiate restored, but gated, 
access at the lower end of the site. 
John Barnatt 

SOCIETY MEETS 
1. Ingleton Coalfield and the Granite Quarry, Chapel 

Le Dale. 
Saturday 22 April 2006 
This is a joint Surface Meet with Northern Mine 

Research Society 
Leaders: Bernie Bond and John Bentley. Tel: 

01524 241857 (Answer phone) 
Meet 10 .15 am at 1 Beech Terrace, Tatterthorne 

Lane, Ingleton, NGR: SD68757224. Turn by the 
Masons Arms off the A65 at Ingleton. Follow 
Tatterthorne Lane for 500 metres; meeting by the 
terrace of houses and the double garage - Miners 
cottages and site of miners shop. Some cars will have to 
be left on pub car park area. 

The itinerary will be the exhibition of local 
artefacts and drawings and the shaft collapse of 
October 2003. There will be handouts showing the five 
collieries - Wilson Wood, Newfield, The Winnings and 
Ingleton Old and New - to be visited on the meet, 
covering the period 1842 to 1940. 

We will also view our Coal Memorial, adjacent to 
A65, which was erected in June 2003, and much 
more!!!!!! 

Lunch will be taken at the Masons Arms where the 
landlord, John, will provide a Grand Butty Lunch (to be 
paid for, sorry). After lunch we will go to the Chapel
le-Dale Granite Quarry to view the building remains, 
fixed artefacts, the aerial ropeway foundations (1926). 
Finally, we will follow the quarry's tramline (railway) 
to the impressive "Drum Top". Here the wagons linked 
to the 1 in 6 descent into lngleton's former railway and 
goods yard. 

Weather permitting, drawings of all of the sites 
will be taken with us. 

2. Goodluck Mine & Henstocks Mine, Via Gellia 
Tuesday 25 April 2006 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet at 7.00pm at the layby below the mine spoil 

tip on the A5012 road in the Via Gellia. (NGR 
SK.269566). This is an easy grade dry trip. Oversuit or 
Boilersuit fine. No ladder or ropework. 
Walking/stooping size passages ideal for novices. It is 
an opportunity to see the progress made in tidying up 
Goodluck Mine. 

There will be an optional buffet after trip at a local 
pub. 
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Novices will require a helmet and torch. Contact 
Tony Wood (Leader) beforehand3 with your 
requirements. 

3. Mining Heritage walk - Matlock Bath "Old Show 
Caves and Mines" 

Tuesday 9 May 2006 
Leader: Tony Wood 
This is the eagerly awaited first evening Mining 

Heritage Walk of 2006. Walk visiting various mine sites 
in this area, followed by drink and buffet (optional) at 
The Midland pub, Matlock Bath. 

Meet 7.00pm at Matlock Bath Railway Station car 
park. 

4. Magpie Sough, Near Sheldon 
Sunday 14 May 2006 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
The members attending this meet are: David 

Webb, John Mills, Ray Webster, Alan Keen, David 
Barrie, Dave Gledhill, Jon Scaife, Ray Marsh5 Mike 
Luff, Richard Platt, Fred Hartley, Roy Oxlade, Jon 
Humble, Arthur Wilson, John Wood, John Coxsey, 
Nigel Nix, Maria Jeremiah, Simon Garrad, Andrew 
Walchester, Anthony Botham, Sue Monsell, Peter 
Hague, Adam Russell, Matt Adlam-Stiles, Nicky 
Adlam-Stiles, David Neale, David Gough, John Gunn 
and Ralph Corby. 

Will the above members please contact Paul 
Chandler, Tel: 01246-220773 for details of the meeting 
time and place. 

Important note: If any of the above members 
cannot attend, will they contact Paul Chandler so that 
their place can be filled. 

5. Mining Heritage Walk - Wensley Area 
Tuesday 23 May 2006 
Leader: Tony Wood 
The walk will visit various mine sites in this area. 

It will befollowed by drink and buffet (optional) at the 
Three Stags pub, Darley Bridge. 

Meet at 7.00pm outside Three Stags, Darley 
Bridge 

6. Mining Heritage Walk - Matlock Area 
Tuesday 6 June 2006 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Walk visiting various mine sites in this area, 

followed by drink & buffet (optional) at the Boat House 
pub, Matlock. 

Meet 7.00pm at Artists Corner car park, Matlock. 

7. Mining Heritage Walk - Crich Area 
Tuesday 20 June 2006 
Leader; Tony Wood 
A Walk to visit the mining remains in the 

Wakebridge area, plus a visit to the Crich Mining 
Display (Society Project), located in the Crich 
Tramway Village. It will be followed by drinks & 
buffet (optional) at Cliff Inn at Crich. 

Meet 7.00pm outside the Cliff Inn, Crich. 



8. Old Ash Mine, Wensley 
Sunday 25 June 2006 
Leader: John Bamatt. 
An excellent opportunity to learn about mine 

. conservation. Grade: Moderate dry trip without any 
ladder or ropework. One tightish squeeze and some 
crawling is involved. This trip 

9. Mining Heritage Walk- Wirksworth Areal 
Tuesday 4 July 2006 
Leader: Tony Wood 

Various mine sites in this area will be visited on this 
walk, followed by drinks and buffet (optional) 
at The Vaults pub Wiiksworth. 

Meet at 7 .OOpm at the Barmote Court car park to rear 
of The Vaults pub at Wirksworth. 

FORTHCOMING MEET 
"Old Millclose Mine, Wensley" 

Saturday/Sunday 16 17 September 2006 
Further details of this meet are that one shaft will 

be rigged with a winch whilst another shaft will be 
rigged for SRT. 

A number of trip options will be available, subject 
to availability of leaders. These will be:- winch only, 
abseil down and winch out through trip, winch down 
and prussic out and SRT only. Any members opting for 
SRT MUST have relevant experience and possess full 
SRT equipment. 

Further details of this meet will be published in the 
July 2006 edition of the Newsletter. 

Full details of this extremely complex and 
fascinating mine are given in Mining History, Vol 14, 
No 3. 

MINING HERITAGE WALKS NOTES 

1. If you are "new" to the Society, these walks are 
not only extremely useful for getting to know the 
Derbyshire Lead Mining and other minerals, area, but 
also for meeting fellow Society members. 

2. Walk distances vary, as does the terrain, but all 
evening walks are fairly short, due to constraints of 
time and daylight. Bring usual walking gear. Quiet, 
well behaved dogs are welcome. 

3. You will get to meet the "llluminator", who will 
be in attendance on all of the walks, to light up the 
deep, dark mine shafts and levels. 

4. The optional buffets following the walks will 
comprise of chips, sandwiches etc and will cost 
between £ 1.50 to £3 a head. 

5. If you require further information on any of 
these walks, please contact Tony Wood. Tel: 01629-
650162 (Home) or 07855-830207 (Mobile). 

6. Further information on all of the walks can be 
found in "Lead Mining in the Peak District" edited by 
TD Ford and J H Rieuwerts (2000 edition). 
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7. Three further evening walks are planned in July 
and August. Details will be in the July 2006 PDMHS 
Newsletter. 

8. These walks are normally very well attended by 
both Society members and guests. If you attend one, 
you will see why. 

PDMHS MEET LEADERS 
In the previous newsletter, a full programme of 

both evening and Sunday meets was arranged on a 
fortnightly basis. Unfortunately in this newsletter there 
are gaps in the Sunday programme due to the shortage 
of leaders. Meet Leaders are urgently required, mainly 
for Sunday meets and occasional Tuesday evening 
meets. If you can oblige, please contact Paul Chandler, 
Meets Co-ordinator. Tel: 01246 220773 

INTERESTED IN WALKS, CAVE and MINE 
TRIPS MIDWEEK? 

Would you be available midweek to attend walks 
and cave/mine trips in Derbyshire and surrounding 
area? If the answer is yes, then Society member Paul 
Chandler would be pleased to hear from you. Contact 
Paul, either by phone or on a Society meet. 

GOODLUCK MINE, VIA GELLIA 
No Sunday Working Days are planned for this project 
for the time being. To keep up the momentum with this 
project, occasional midweek evening and daytime 
sessions are planned. If you are available to attend 
these midweek working sessions, please contact Paul 
Chandler, the Good Luck Mine Project Leader. 

WHAT IS IT LIKE TO WORK IN A BOLIVIAN 
SILVER MINE? 

A visit to a silver mine in the Cerro Rico 
Mountains in Boliva gives an indication of the working 
conditions in these mines. 

The mines are worked as co-operatives with each 
miner taking a share of the profits. A number of the 
mines enhance their profitability by taking tourists into 
the mine. 

On a visit to one of these "tourist mines", it was 
stated that safety was an important feature of the 
operation. It was one of the mines which had a 
minimum age for workers ( 18 years old) and no one is 
allowed to work with bad equipment or when drunk. 

Some of the lamps supplied for the visitors would 
not work but the guide stated "he would sort them out 
when we were underground". 

It was suggested that the tourists buy gifts for the 
miners that we were to visit. The range of goods 
included methylated spirits, dynamite, ammonium 
nitrate and coca leaves. 

It was a "crouching job" to get into the mine adit 
and the level did not get better inside. As we 
approached a working area the guide issued ear 
protection - a piece of pink toilet roll to stuff into our 
ears. 

II 



The face was l .Sm high and lm wide. One miner 
was operating a jackhammer, one to hold the drill bit in 
place and one to manoeuvre the air hose. None of the 
miners were wearing masks, goggles or safety boots. 
They all had large wads of coca leaves in their mouths. 

There was a short break whilst we examined the 
face and gave the miners our explosive gifts. Then, 
after a quick swig of meths and a fresh wad of coca 
leaves in their mouths, it was back to work. 

The jackhammer operators were the highest paid 
employees but they are the least healthy with a life 
expectancy of 40 years. If they survive longer they are 
at risk from "white finger". 

A rumbling sound stopped the discussion and 
caused us to step quickly back off the track and against 
the wall as a two tonne ore cart being pushed by two 
dust covered sweat soaked boys passed by - a sight 
straight out of a 19th Century British mine. 

The cart was stopped and the boys joined us for a 
quick cigarette break and said that the mine had better 
rail tracks than other mines and so the incidence of 
derailments and crushed operators was less than at 
other mines in the area. 

With trepidation we went further into the mine to a 
face that was being prepared for blasting. 

The dynamite was already in the shot holes and 
ammonium nitrate was being hosed into the holes. Not 
only into the holes, but over everything and everyone. 
A self-important foreman cut the lengths of fuse for 
each hole, short for the middle to blow first and longer 
for the delayed shots around the edge. The foreman 
then lit the middle fuse assuring us that the explosive 
would not detonate for three minutes. Having seen his 
attitude to the preparation of the face for firing, we beat 
a very hasty retreat towards the entrance to the mine. 

The sound of the first explosion was deafening and 
the toilet paper in our ears made no difference. Here we 
were, some 1.4 km inside the mine and some 30m 
underground and having to wait about 15 minutes for 
all 60 shots in the face to go off. We were alarmed and 
shell shocked to say the least. 

The Bolivian Government has no legal jurisdiction 
in these mines, leaving them almost totally unregulated. 
The mine endeavours to work as much of the seam as 
possible before it runs up against neighbouring mining 
operations. There are no rights of ownership, just a free 
for all to get the ore. The mines work 24 hours a day 
365 days a year. Without any mine plans in a country 
were mining technology is decades out of date, this is a 
disaster waiting to happen and the miners are 
constantly at risk. 

The mine visited is considered to be a paragon of 
safety and the show piece of the Cerro Rico. What is it 
like in the mines that were not visited? 
Ivor Brown - abstract from World Mining Equipment 
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PREVIEWS 

1 "Goldscope and the Mines of Derwent Fells" by Ian 
Tyler. 2006, Blue Rock Publications. Softback, 300pp 
with over 150 photos, plans and illustrations. Cost 
£18.99 + £3.01 p&p. 

This, the tenth book in Ian Tyler's Lake District 
Mining Series, covers the Newlands Valley to the south 
leading north to the silica mine at the head of 
Bassenthwaite. It reveals the history of Thomthwaite, 
Barrow, Yewthwaite, Stoneycroft, the Cobalt Mine and 
the many small trials in this area. It begins with an 
introduction to mediaeval mining and then chronicles 
the memorable coming of the German miners to 
Keswick under the stewardship of Daniel Hechstetter. 
We see a picture of Elizabethan life in Keswick in those 
far off days, and the long history of Goldscope Mine is 
related in detail. 

The book will throw up some debatable and 
interesting points for discussion. It is the result of many 
years of both the surface and underground research and 
covers mining within the area from the 14th Century 
through to the 1940's. 

2. "The Wand of Science" by David Barrie. Currently 
available from David Barrie, 21 Hawthorn Road, 
Wylde Green, Sutton Coldfield, B72 lES on a CD and 
costs £35 .00. A conventional +200 page full colour 
book is in preparation and will cost £60.00. 

This is the first work purely on British Flame 
Safety Lamps 

BOOK REVIEWS 

1 "Underground at Santon" by Les Wells. 2005. 
AS, 32pp. Cost £3 .50. Available from the author 
address from Paul Chandler. 

This is a brief history of the first 20 years of 
Winn's Underground Ironstone Mine which was 
worked from 19381958. The book is illustrated with 
black and white photographs of the surface and 
underground. It is an interesting read. 

Santon Ironstone Mine is located in North 
Lincolnshire and is connected underground to the 
nearby Dragonby Ironstone Mine. All of the North 
Lincolnshire mines are now closed. 

The mine passages at Dragonby Mine are huge 
and the layout of the mine is extremely complex 
with about 187 miles of passages. 

Society member Les Riley gave an illustrated 
presentation on Dragonby Ironstone Mine before 
the Society's 2004 AGM. 
Paul Chandler 

2 "The Great Laxey Mine" by Andrew Scarffe. 
Published by the Manx Heritage Foundation, 2004. (no 
address given but probably c/o Manx Museum, 
Douglas, Isle of Man). Hardback. 232 pages. ISBN 0 
9547 180 2 X. Cost £19.99. 

This magnificent, large format book is probably 
the most detailed study of a single British metal mining 
complex published to date. It has been compiled over 



many years by a descendant of one of Laxey's mining 
families. The author has been through the 
comprehensive archives in the Manx Museum and 
elsewhere with a fine toothcomb and has produced a 
comprehensive history. Though mining started in the 
1780s, Laxey Mine was mainly a mid 19'h to early 20'h 
century enterprise working a north-south lode within 
the Lonan Flags of the Manx Slates. As workings went 
deeper, well below sea level, the pumping requirements 
necessitated the construction of the largest mine water 
wheel in the world. The Laxey Wheel, opened in 1854 
and still turning today as a major tourist attraction on 
the Isle of Man. A small part of the mine is also open to 
tourists and a related trail can be followed round the 
surface features and ruins. 

The book focuses mainly on the history of the 
successive companies which worked the mine for 
nearly a century, paying particular attention to the 
activities of George Dumbell (chairman), Robert 
Casement (chief engineer), Richard Rowe (mine 
manager) and many others. Topics covered include 
mining techniques, raising capital and investments, 
miners' pay, board meetings, technical innovations (the 
wheel and its water-gathering lades), pumping 
arrangements, the man-engine, ventilation, accidents, 
steam railway haulage, processing and washing floors, 
and shipment of concentrates to England or Wales for 
smelting (some vessels sank en route). Engineering 
designs and drawings are given for some of the more 
ambitious projects. Haulage, man-engine and pumps 
had to be adapted to sloping shafts in the inclined lode. 
Production data for copper, lead, zinc and silver are 
given in an appendix, which shows a peak of over 
14000 tons of metal ores in 1876. It was apparently 
impossible to assess the tonnage of waste rock brought 
out and so the richness of the ore-body remains 
unknown. Another important topic concerns the miners 
themselves, and the author presents a vivid picture of 
their hard lives. Organization of "pitches"(= work 
gangs), pay and bargains, clothing, lighting, shifts, 
families and their lives generally are covered, including 
their social and education faci lities, churches, shops 
and supplies; occasional strikes, mostly unsuccessful , 
are also described. 

The book is liberally illustrated with both colour 
and black & white photographs and a fold-out mine 
plan. The associated Snaefell, North Laxey and a few 
other nearby mines are included. The part played by the 
Manx Min es Research Group and their successors, the 
Laxey Mines Research Group, with associated 
expertise contributed by members of PDMHS, in 
rescuing some relics from destruction or other loss gets 
appropriate mention. It is ironical that far more has 
been spent in recent years on preservation than any 
profits obtained during the mine's working life. 

I have but one criticism and the necessary data 
was probably never recorded so that the author could 
not have done much about analysing it it is the sparsity 
of geological detail. We get little idea of the lode itself: 
how wide was it, what was the distribution of the metal 
ores within it? What exactly were the "slides" that 
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affected the lode (apparently transverse normal faults, 
but what effect did they have? They are not apparent on 
the mine plan). The lode is inclined at about 10-12 
degrees from the vertical and the slides should have 
offset the lode but this is far from clear on the plan. A 
few accounts describe the lode as vertical but this is 
incorrect. Very little is said about the gangue minerals, 
though the wastes yield quartz, calcite, dolomite and 
baryte. David Quirk has added a two-page chapter on 
the general geology but his estimate of a fluid inclusion 
temperature of the hydrothermal fluid at 1500 C is 
surely wrong - 150 C would be more reasonable. 

The book concludes with a glossary, an extract 
from a contemporary description, production statistics 
and an index. Both author and the Manx Heritage 
Foundation should be rightly proud of its production 
and it should grace the shelves of every mine historian's 
library. It is very reasonably priced for a book of this 
size. 
Dr Trevor Ford 

3. "Goodbye Old Pick" by Ann Goddard. Available 
from Ann Goddard, 1, Plains Lane, Blackbrook, Belper, 
Derby DE56 2DD Tel/Fax; 01773 823548. Cost £11.60, 
including post and packing, payable to J & A Goddard 
(Publishing). 

This is a book which should be on every mining 
enthusiast's bookshelf. Personal memoirs from miners 
from the coal face are scarce; one who built in a degree 
of home spun philosophy is rare. 

The author writes of her great grandfather, Charles 
Lawton, who was born in 1839 at Kidsgrove in 
Staffordshire. At the age of eight he was employed at 
the Big Banbury Pit, Talke-o'-th' -Hill as a surface 
errand boy. He achieved his ambition to work 
underground with his father and brothers at the age of 
ten. 

He witnessed two major disasters in this 
notoriously fiery pit, leading the team which rescued 

many men and boys, some seriously injured, and 
recovered many bodies. An explosion on 13 December 
1866 killed 91 men at Number 1 Pit, a further explosion 
in 1873 killed 18 at Bunkers Hill Colliery and in 1875 a 
further explosion killed forty-three men. 

In 1883 he moved to Ripley, Derbyshire to 
manage the Ford's Marehay Main Colliery after 36 
years underground at Talke. He applied strict rules, 
especially where safety was at stake and he made a few 
enemies. 

He retired at the age of 69 and lived out his 
retirement to the age of 82 with his son at Ripley, 

where he is buried. 
He was recognised as an authority on mine 

explosions and he was a founder member of the 
Institute of Mining and Mechanical Engineers. He was 
elected a councillor on the first Urban District Council. 

• 



His was a life lived to the full during a period of 
great change in the mining industry. 
Peter Naylor 

4. "Water Supply" by Peter Naylor. Shire Publications, 
2005. 52pp and about 56 photos and diagrams, some in 
colour. Cost £5.99 

The size and format are the usual for the Shire 
Series. Descriptions and photos based in Derbyshire 
form a significant part of the book and the London 
region is well covered. There are, however, references 
to practices from all over Britain including its islands 
(the only desalination plants in the UK are in the 
Channel Islands) and occasionally abroad. 

The book contains chapters on water for London 
and its sources, the construction of reservoirs, 
mechanical pumping and the cleansing of supplies. 
There are several references to the use of mine waters, 
the geological aspects of supply and the treatment of 
hardness, natural pollution and contaminants. The book 
should answer many questions on features seen in 
passing reservoirs and treatment plants, including the 
use of fountains, odd smells and isolated pump houses. 

The second half of the book deals with the 
organisation of the water supply industry past and 
present, the water supply companies and their 
reservoirs etc with notes on the features of each. 
Finally, there is a list of reservoirs that have a Visitor 
Centre with descriptions of features to be seen and the 
facilities available. 

This is a useful handbook, more so because it 
contains a list of related museums, often with preserved 
steam engines, and other places of interest. There is 
also a good index. 
Ivor Brown 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 2005 
The Conference was held over the weekend of 8 -

10 July and was based at Juniper Hall, Mickleham, 
Surrey. Juniper Hall is an elegant substantial l 8'h 
century red-brick house, set in its own extensive 
grounds, in a quiet wooded valley. The hall is leased 
from the National Trust and is presently a Residential 
and Day Centre. 

As is usual with NAMHO Conferences, there was 
a full programme of events, ranging from lectures to 
field trips, both surface and underground. I had chosen 
to attend the field trips to Chislehurst Chalk Caves, the 
Western Heights Napoleonic defences at Dover and 
Barons Cave/Tunnel Road Caves at Reigate. In 
addition, I also visited Bedlam's Bank West Firestone 
Mine at Merstham. Having visited various mines in this 
area on two previous occasions, my choice of 
somewhere different to visit was limited and two of my 
choices, namely Barons/Tunnel Road and Bedlam's 
Bank, I had visited before. However, on this occasion I 
visited areas I had not seen before. I would have liked 
to have attended a number of the lectures, but couldn't 
due to attending field trips. 
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A small number of PDMHS members attended the 
conference. Positives and negatives regarding the 
conference. The Conference Information Pack was not 
only a well produced publication with an eye-catching 
cover, but more importantly, contained a 
comprehensive overview of the conference. The Field 
Trips had detailed descriptions of each individual trip -
a template for future conferences perhaps! One of 
negatives at the Conference was the on-site 
accommodation in shared bunk-bed rooms. This 
accommodation was not only very expensive, but was 
not ideal for an individual like myself. The other 
negative was the high cost of the Conference Dinner, a 
view shared with at least two other conference 
delegates. Future Conference Organisers please take 
note. 

Overall, I enjoyed the conference and thank the 
organisers, namely Wealden Cave & Mine Society, 
Kent Underground Research Group and Chelsea 
Spelaeological Society. 

And finally, I'll leave you with this little gem, the 
name of a place which I visited on my way to the 
Chislehurst Caves. Namely "Pratt's Bottom" I kid you 
not - and there is a also a chalk mine here at this 
location. Caves in south east England are in reality 
mmes. 

I am already looking forward to the NAMHO 
2006 Conference in North Wales which will be based at 
Llangollen. See you there. 
Paul Chandler 

NEPTUNE MINE, CRESSBROOK DALE 
We have recently completed the bolting of the 

traverse lines over the partly flooded shafts a short way 
in bye of the restored entrance. However, access beyond 
the shafts still requires a degree of care as two more 
shafts have to be negotiated without a safety line. 

The equipment required is as follows: a 
Derbyshire spanner, ie adjustable, to get in, 15 metres 
of rope, 6 split hangers with bolts, a further 10 metres 
of rope and SRT harness with cows tails. 

Please note that the <leads stacked up in the 
worked out rake defy gravity in places. 

Incidentally, has anyone noticed the very small 
shot holes, %in diameter near the limit of working 
curiously juxtaposed with the much larger "air drilled" 
type holes near to the limit of working? 
Len Kirkham 

OLD TORR BLUE JOHN MINE, WINNATS PASS 
Members will be pleased to learn that the steel 

door on Old Torr Blue John Mine has been relieved of 
its recalcitrant ways by the writer's flame cutting gear. 
Many thanks to the National Trust for their empathy as 
owners and to Dave Webb and Ralph Johnson for their 
usual unstinting motivation. 
Len Kirkham 
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EQUIPMENT FOR DISPOSAL 
1. Hanimex slide projector (35mm slides) for 

spares or repair. Good condition except for 
slide changing arm not working. Includes one 
straight slide magazine. Offers over £5.00. 

2. One piece oversuits (PVC). Small and medium 
(generous) sizes. Complete but patched. Ideal 
for novices or for digging trips. £ 1.00 to £2.00 
to clear 

3. "A Pitmans Anthology" compiled by William 
Maurice. Published 2004. HB. Three copies 
available. FREE only postage and packing to 
pay for. 
Anyone interested in any of the above should 

contact Paul Chandler. 

DAVID BICK 
David Bick, founder and President of the Welsh 

Mines Society, passed away on 19 January 2006, aged 
76. 

His interest in industrial archaeology was 
awakened when, as a schoolboy, he cycled with his 
father and friends from Cheltenham into the Forest of 
Dean, where coal mining and railways were still 
abundant. He graduated from Leeds University and 
joined Dowty Engineering's design department. In 1980 
he was awarded the Bramah medal of the Institute of 
Mechanical Engineers for his design work on a 
hydraulic retarder for reducing the speed of railway 
wagons. 

After taking early retirement, David devoted 
himself to industrial history, mining history and its 
artefacts. He published a series of books on metal 
mining, and founded the Welsh Mines Society. He was 
an active promoter of industrial archaeology - cajoling 
public bodies, serving on committees and publishing 
widely. Generous with his advice and knowledge, he 
did much to promote the discipline. 
He is survived by his two sons. 
Nick Potter Abstracted from The Guardian 

NAMHO 2006 CONFERENCE 
The 2006 conference is to be held 9 - 11 June 2006 

at the Royal Pavilion, Llangollen. 
The event is being jointly organised by Shropshire 

Caving and Mining Club and Shropshire Mines Trust 
Ltd, with assistance from Welsh Mines Society, North 
Wales Caving Club and Grosvenor Caving Club. 

The conference theme is "Mining in the 
Landscape" with the programme arranged to reflect 
how mines and mining sit in their surroundings. In 
particular, the conference will look at how differences 
in the type of material mined and changing technology 
have influenced the mining landscape. 

Ideally situated along the Welsh borders, 
Llangollen is within easy reach of coal, metal and stone 
mining regions. Running alongside the lecture 
programme are a series of surface and underground 
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field trips to some of the many sites in the surrounding 
region of north-east Wales. 

In addition, it is hoped to provide a coach tour of 
surface sites on Monday 12 June, and a number of other 
underground trips during the following week. 

The full provisional leaflet is available on the 
NAMHO website - http://www.namho.org 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES OBSERVATIONS AND 
DISCOVERIES PART 17 

1. Dale Mine, Warslow, Staffordshire, SK 
0947 5846. 
Leading off the late 18'h/early l 9'h century pumpway 
level, the entrance to which is close to the River 
Manifold, a short branch to the south-west side leads to 
a large engine chamber part-way down the main 
hauling and pumping shaft from the surface. This 
chamber is almost certainly the site of a water pressure 
engine documented as installed at Dale Mine in 1837-8, 
which worked until 1843 when it was scrapped 
(Lindsey Porter and John Robey, The Copper & Lead 
Mines around the Manifold Valley, 2000, pages 110-
134). The size of the chamber, which is up to 10.5m 
high (at the north-east end), and lOm long by 4m wide 
with the shaft at the south-west end, suggest that the 
engine may have had a large balance bob or that it was 
differently-placed/designed to those set within shafts, 
for example at Wills Founder near Winster and 
documented at Alpert (Stokes, 1996 reprint, pp 29-36). 
The possibility cannot be discounted that the engine 
may have been aligned vertically with the shaft, as with 
these other engines, but there are few notches for 
substantial support timbers in this part of the chamber. 
This said, the main supports at Wills Founder, for 
example were below the pumpway level and at Dale 
Mine the comparable location is under water. 
However, at the opposite end of the chamber from the 
shaft, there are large notches for four substantial square 
timbers, set in pairs at about 3.5m and 6.5m above the 
floor. These have a narrow gap between them, as if 
they supported something which ran vertically. Above, 
in a large roof cavity, at a height of just over 1 Om, a 
substantial timber remains in place, set on the vertical 
axis of the pairs below; near its ends this has notches 
for rectangular timbers on its underside face which 
supported two timbers that once came vertically 
downwards. The presence of all these timbers/former 
timbers may well suggest the water pressure engine 
was set at this end of the chamber; if so this would have 
necessitated a pivoted horizontal linkage to the pump 
rods running down the shaft. The chamber is wide 
enough for there also to have been a balance bob here. 
It may be that the engine was set away from the oval 
shaft because this pre-existing feature has a relatively 
small cross-section and was also used 



for winding, thus there was insufficient room for 
the pumping engine here. 

In the chamber there are also notches of a 
timber floor at about 3.5m up which ran from the 
north-east end to close to the shaft lip; this was 
undoubtedly used in conjunction with operating the 
engine and associated apparatus. On the central 
axis of the chamber roof, close to the shaft lip there 
is a large iron ring for a rope or chain. Elsewhere 
throughout the chamber, at various heights, there 
are several notches and iron pins that supported 
further timbers of various sizes, but no clear 
specific explanations of these can be offered. 

Iron tramway rails led from the level to the 
shaft and these survive at the shaft lip. As there is 
little sign of anything other than small-scale/trial 
mining at this horizon of the mine, the rails were 
presumably used to transport stone for raising to 
surface at the time the pumpway level was 
extended to a new engine shaft further north-west. 
The latter was sunk in the early 1860s and the 
further reaches of the level are presumably of the 
same date. 

A short way further along the pumpway level 
from the engine chamber there is what appears to 
be second large and high chamber which has been 
partially backfilled; no timber notches are visible 
and its purpose and exact date are obscure. While 
it appears to be exceptionally large for a mineral 
trial, there is no apparent reason why an engine or 
other apparatus would be installed at this position. 
The backfilling of the chamber, and a large pack of 
deads in the pumping chamber, is presumably 
associated with the extension of the level. 

Turning now to the surface remains of the 
mine complex on the daleside above, in Peak 
District Mines Observations and Discoveries Part 
8, in Newsletter 108, it was suggested that a ruined 
bank of six highly unusual 'kilns' may have been 
used for zinc calcining. A careful re-examination 
by the group, at Len Kirkham's suggestion, has 
shown this cannot be the case. There are several 
indicators of this, which were missed in the original 
and obviously too-cursory and inadequate 
examination of these features. The four arched 
openings on the downslope side, have timberwork 
in their roofs which are visible once they have been 
crawled into. More obviously, all six downslope 
openings and the faces of the rectangular tanks to 
which they lead have remains of coatings of render. 
Thus, the features clearly were never designed to 
be subject to significant heat. Therefore, the most 
likely explanation of these features is as settling 
tanks for dressed tailings. Their position at the 
lower terrace of the dressing floors supports this 
interpretation, as does the presence of a thin layer 
of slimes on the top of the hillock immediately 
below. While no comparable features exist in the 
orefield, slimes ponds at other l 9'h century mine 
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sites usually comprising shallow rectangular pits 
set into the ground, the sloping site and the 
ambitions of the mine owners may have led to a 
grander structure being built. It may well be that 
each tank was filled in rotation, and that when 
water had drained from the slimes in a particular 
tank then this was emptied via the emptying holes 
on the downslope side and taken for reprocessing. 
The emptying holes are small and narrow, and even 
a long handled shovel could not have reached all 
parts of the tank; thus, while one man was 
shovelling here, another must have been employed 
in the tank itself moving material towards the inner 
end of the opening. While there remains a small 
flat area downslope of the tanks, unfortunately the 
hillock-top beyond has been robbed and hence the 
sites of further dressing equipment have been 
removed. 

Present: John Bamatt, Len Kirkham, John 
Peel, Dave Williams, Terry Worthington and others. 

2. Red Butts Mine, Tideswell, Derbyshire, SK 
1456 7547. 

In Peak District Mines Observations and 
Discoveries Part 14, in Newsletter 114, the 
discovery was noted of a mine site, with a fine gin 
circle and other features, located near Slancote 
Lane south-west ofTideswell. Ron Scolefield 
kindly wrote to say that local people traditionally 
knew this site as Red Butts Mine. He remembers it 
in the 1920s when it was already abandoned and 
grassed over. 

More recently, Jim Rieuwerts has identified 
information on Red Butts Mine. The earliest mention 
found is for 1765, when the Barmaster inspected the 
mine and found it 'out of possession', thus he allowed 
Nicklas Chapman to set out s ix meers here (Bagshawe 
Collection 587/46). Two men each bought a fourth 
share in the mine for 6s, 6d in 1805 (Tideswell 
Barmaster's book - Bagshawe Collection 540). The 
mine was sold again in 184 7, when there were six new 
partners, one of whom was 'Samuel Tretheway'; one 
wonders if this is the same Samuel Trethewy who was 
the engineer that installed the pumping engine at High 
Rake Mine in 1842-3. These new partners undertook a 
relatively ambitious trial in 1847-49, the reckonings for 
which survive (Bagshawe Collection 587/76). The 
accounts include payments for deepening the engine 
shaft and for horse work at the gin engine. This trial 
presumably took place under the toadstone and a total 
of just under 53 loads of ore were produced and sold 
for a little over £142. However, in total, over £586 was 
spent at the mine. By October 1848 there were 28 men 
were employed on wage work, in addition to those 
miners working ore by bargain. However, in the last 
reckoning, in August 1849, only three men were on 
wage work and no ore was produced; the mine 
presumably closed at this date. In March 1848 the 
mine extended from the founder shaft for six meers to 
the west, over three fields, and for five meers east, over 
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two fields; clearly the mine was more extensive than 
the short section of surviving surface hillocks around 
the engine shaft would suggest. A further 34 taker 
meers were freed westwards, running to the lane 
between Weston and Millers Dale, and 22 taker meers 
were freed eastwards, to just above Tideswell village. 
These presumably reflect the ambitions of the mine 
shareholders and most were presumably never worked. 

Information: Ron Scolefield and Jim 
Rieuwerts. 

3. Burnt Edge. Ollersett Moor and Beard 
Collieries. New Mills and Bugsworth, Derbyshire. 
centred SK 030 845. 

The bleak high gritstone moorland of Ollersett 
Moor, between New Mills, Hayfield and Chinley, has 
one of the most extensive set of surface coal mining 
remains in the Peak District. These for the most part 
exploited the Yard seam; there is little surface evidence 
that the thinner Ganister, White Ash and Red Ash 
seams above were targeted, which outcropped a short 
distance downslope of the Yard. The seams drop 
steeply westwards with an average dip of around l :7. 
An outline of the history of mining here has been 
published recently by Derek Broomhead (Derbyshire 
Archaeological Journal volume 123, 2003, pages 146-
94). However, the true extent of the surface 
archaeological remains was not clear until recent 
inspection of parts of this area after they became Open 
Access Land. This was followed up by work in other 
adjacent areas with the kind permission of Mr Hallam 
of Piece Farm and by inspecting aerial photographs for 
areas with no access. A total of 125-38 shaft mounds 
have now been recorded, together with various other 
features, including access tracks, gin circles, tramways, 
the sites of steam engine houses and surviving reservoir 
ponds. In most cases the gin circles are small, some 
with a diameter of only about 5.5m. These whim gins 
were always placed at the upslope side of shafts but 
most have been partially lost with the collapse of shaft 
tops. The sites of two probable cog and rung gins have 
also been identified. Further examples of gin circles 
may have disappeared altogether where the shaft 
collapse hollows are particularly large. In other cases 
there was clearly no gin, as there is no flat area adjacent 
to the shaft. 

The surface remains can be divided into several 
groups: 

1. The earliest mining is at and close to the Yard 
outcrop, at a point near the centre of the moor to either 
side of a small stream. Adjacent to the stream, at a 
small area of bank erosion, the seam is exposed. Near 
this there are several linear opencast pits and just 
downdip a series of 12 closely-spaced small shaft 
mounds. At the northern end of this group there is a 
curious feature, which comprises a slightly sinuous 
gully running downslope, with upcast on both sides. 
This originates upslope at a hollow which appears to be 
the site of an early trial adit or 'sough'. However, it is 
too close to the outcrop to have acted as an effective 
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sough that would have drained an extensive area of the 
seam. Downdip, to the west of the earliest remains, 
there are a further five shaft mounds that are more 
widely spaced; these were a little deeper and are 
presumably somewhat later in date. 

N ... 
I 

1. 
I 

\.~ lf -' ... , 
: '\f" ·· .. , •i<-15 

16 ,~. . ·-,,,~ 

~ .. ···ii \ 13/~ ''>:-,::-..... 
ii \ / '~, .... . : ·, / .......... 

t~s __ ;~:~::;>, 
Lodge ... ••nf' e • '· . ' · ,. 

/ --.. ;·----«·.·-~ n--~>, 14 

I . -~· ... ···: ... 
' . · . .. J 12 • • •• · ..... 

l • .. ... 
i ., s 

.. ,j . 

T"''~:.:::r--....... C .... 
... J .• lij 

; 1" · ·...... • 0 ! ! '···· .... _ ... / .... ,~·~. 1 

x• Shattswithsteame"lii~es '"~~ ... T_.,,.j"f"-. .. :~ ·-/-··; -~--•-::.~~-~ 
Jt• Shafts used fui ve;it1lab0n : · 10 ; ~~{ / • . : . ~ "· ... 

. . . . . , I J : ' ,,,"·,·i':·v/ 
Ponds - poss1b,e wcl'<;ngs y ! g • i • 

• Sbufls wiU1 g'n circles 

• Shaftr. 

Pofi..'!~le shafts 
., 

. ' I 
Opencast pit;g \ ; • '-.. • .;' • 

.• · Adil!'t \ ;- e ·~ft. 4 

0 

/ Ae<:ess rcutes 

// Tmm-h·ays .. ...... . . . ... ~ 

~ · Steam ~ng"1.& resorvoirs 

\. ..... \ ".,_J "';)"" .. ';..!' ..... j.111•""" 

8 
,( Field W-d'1$ . -· ....... ~' 
...-- Stream 

. \ ... :;, 
~ ! ~ ,,,. '",'/," . • I.) \ ,,~~r / ... ' \i. '.-</';' :.'. :':· 

/~:f ~~'.~;lf~;~~;5,·· 
Ci M ~ 
-=:=:1 

2. A second group of six small and closely
spaced shaft mounds exists further north, which 
again may be particularly early in date. Running 
north-west from these is a linear band of 10 
somewhat larger and presumably later shaft 
mounds. Because the ground here is heavily 
faulted, it is unclear how deep the coal was below 
surface in this area. 

3. Between the two areas of potentially early 
mining just noted, there are no small shaft mounds, 
with the exception of two pairs. These may be 
trials and either the coal here was poor or was not 
found. 
4. In the southern half of the moor, downslope from the 
outcrop, there are 44-55 shaft mounds. Here there is no 
sign that the Yard seam was worked at surface. Rather, 



once the seam was located and proved (presumably 
further north in Area 1 ), relatively early workings 
stopped short of the outcrop to avoid working in 
unstable ground. The shaft mounds on the whole are 
relatively evenly spaced and the shafts would have 
been quite shallow. In the southernmost part of the 
colliery the outcrop bends round to the south-west and 
the distribution of shallow shafts reflects this. In five 
locations all that can be seen at the surface are ponds; it 
is unclear if these are at the sites of collapsed shafts or 
were created for agricultural purposes. At several other 
shaft-tops across the colliery workings as a whole, 
collapsed shafts with spoil heaps have more clearly 
been later converted into ponds. Only three shafts in 
Area 4 have identified gin circles. One of these, to the 
east of the SW /NE lane heading to the moor top, stands 
out as being relatively close to outcrop, while others 
around it have no gin circle. Perhaps this indicates that 
this engine shaft belongs to a later period of reworking 
the coal beneath. Another of the gin circles is 
particularly well preserved. Only one shaft has an 
identified access track and this heads towards 
Bugsworth. At the southern end of the colliery, next to 
the lane, there is a run in adit with a platform outside; 
this is documented on an abandonment plan as the Hill 
Colliery Top Level, worked on a small scale in 1924-
26. 

5. Here four larger shaft mounds are linked by an 
access track running south-west towards Bugsworth, 
with all but one having the remains of a gin circle to the 
upslope side. 

6. Hollows at the sites of two collapsed/filled 
shafts here are within slightly-sunken circular flat 
areas, with the shafts offset from their centres; 
these may well be the sites of cog and rung gins. 
These are the only two shafts in the colliery with 
such earthworks, indicating (if the interpretation is 
correct) that a cog and rung gin was employed only 
for a short time. This engine was presumably 
moved from one shaft to the next, but it must have 
proved ineffective as it was not used elsewhere. 
One of these shafts has an access track leading 
south-west towards Bugsworth. 

7. Further downslope there are shaft mounds 
without obvious gin circles. Two of these have 
associated access tracks heading towards 
Bugsworth and were probably relatively deep 
shafts. Two others may be similar, but one further 
possible example of a shaft mound is very small 
and may be a shallow trial shaft onto the Red Ash 
seam which outcrops nearby. 

8. Five shaft mounds here are linked by an access 
track, where the direction in which the coal was taken 
off the moor is uncertain, but this may have been 
eastwards to the lane and then down towards 
Bugsworth. Only one of these shafts has an obvious 
gin circle and there is another of these at a nearby shaft 
to the west that has no obvious access track. 
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9. Here there are three shaft mounds with gin 
circles, one particularly well-preserved. These 
shafts have access tracks which lead upslope to the 
moor lane, which then would be followed south
westwards towards Bugsworth. A further shaft lies 
adjacent to one of those with a gin circle and their 
close proximity suggests different phases of 
mining; that without a gin may well be earlier and 
belong with the shafts in Area 4. That the shafts in 
Areas 8 and 9 have different sets of access tracks 
may reflect the presence of the township boundary 
wall, which runs east/west between them. 

10. At the northern-eastern part of this area, one 
shaft with a gin and another without have tracks leading 
to a lane which runs westwards down the slope heading 
towards New Mills. Further west there is a badly
damaged large shaft mound adjacent to this lane; there 
may have been a gin circle here but this has been lost. 
Running north and south from this point there are well
defined access causeways running to 3 further large 
shaft mounds, one of which has a gin circle. A mine 
plan of 1801 shows that the southern access track ran to 
the base of the shaft mound that now lies beyond the 
later field wall to the east; the shaft was in use at that 
date and there was a small building next to the track 
here. All the access tracks noted above in Area 10 run 
parallel to each other, suggesting the associated shafts 
are part of the same phase of mining. A further large 
shaft mound to the south-west has a separate access 
track and may well belong to a later phase of mining. 
This hillock abuts the adjacent field boundary/township 
wall. 

11. This area has 8-10 shaft mounds most of 
which are linked by a complex network of access 
tracks which appear to lead off the moor heading to 
the north, in contrast with those further south in 
Areas 9 and 10. The other contrast is that none of 
these shafts appear to have ever had gin engines 
even though the coal was probably at a similar 
depth. 

12. There are four large shaft mounds here, all 
but one linked by access tracks leading north-west. 
They are separated from the workings in Area 11 
by a fault and may well be relatively late features 
related to mining after the coal was found beyond 
the discontinuity. The causeway to the 
southernmost shaft is atypically high, forming a 
well-engineered feature. The shaft here has a 
possible small gin circle off the hillock on the 
upslope side. The two northernmost shafts are 
marked as 'Air Shafts' on 20'h century Ordnance 
Survey maps and are at the updip limit of l 9'h 
century Burnt Edge Colliery workings that ran 
westwards from here, as shown on abandonment 
plans. One of these now-filled shafts still retains a 
ruined wall surrounding the shaft top, the other 
shaft site has been badly damaged. The access 
track to one of these shafts suggests this at least 
was first sunk for coal extraction, but was later 
retained for ventilation. 



13. This is the site of the I 9'h century Little 
Mine and has two large shaft mounds. The sinking 
of two shafts was presumably to comply with mine 
regulations introduced in the I 9'h century. That to 
the west has a possible gin circle of Sm diameter on 
the mound top, presumably used for the sinking. 
The other shaft, which was used for coal raising, is 
documented as 91 feet deep; the Red Ash rather 
than the Yard seam was worked. The workings lay 
to the south of the shafts, while immediately to the 
north there was a major fault with a downthrow 
northwards of 165 feet. 

14. The top of the deep shaft here at the I 9'h 
century Burnt Edge or Berry Hill Colliery has 
collapsed leaving a large crater at the upslope side 
of a large hillock. There are few signs of the three 
buildings on site mapped by the Ordnance Survey, 
one of which held a steam winding engine. One 
disappeared when the shaft-top collapsed, although 
the footings of the end wall remain. There are also 
visible footings of what was a small shed at the top 
end of a tramway, and upslope of this there remains 
a small reservoir for the engine; this rectangular 
feature is stone lined. The tramway ran downslope 
to Burnt Edge No, 1 shaft (see 15); its bed remains 
and in one section it is within a shallow cutting, 
while in several parts it is embanked. These were 
engineered to retain an even gradient. 

15. The main surviving features here at the 19'h 
century Burnt Edge Colliery No. 1 Shaft is a large and 
high spoil heap at the downslope side,and upslope a 
circular embanked reservoir for a steam winding 
engine. The workings here (and at 16) lay to the north 
side of a major fault and the coal lay at depth. The 
shaft, which was 396 feet deep, has a modern concrete 
cap and the surrounding area has been levelled. This 
has removed any surface trace of the engine house, 
although a displaced engine block remains nearby on 
the hillock, as does a heap of cinders within its upslope 
side. A 'pond' sited between the main shaft and 
reservoir is uncertainly interpreted; one possibility is 
that it is the site of a collapsed second shaft. Adjacent 
to the mine site there is the tramway bed coming down 
from the Colliery shaft further upslope (14), and a 
second tramway for transporting coal off the moor 
down to Pingot Pit where there was a loading wharf 
(SK 015852). Where the tramway crosses wet ground 
it is embanked and at Moor Lodge it ran through a short 
tunnel. 

16. Here at the l 9'h century Burnt Edge 
Colliery No. 2 Shaft (also known as New Pingot 
Colliery) a relatively large spoil heap remains. The 
engine house for a horizontal steam winder, its 
boiler house and a square chimney have all been 
removed but an old photograph survives. On the 
other side of the lane there remains a rectangular 
embanked reservoir for the steam engine and a 
tramway bed, in part embanked, which joined that 
noted in 15. 
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Taking an overview, four basic phases of 
development can be identified: 

A. Early workings at and close to the outcrop with 
opencast pits and shallow closely-spaced shafts (Areas 
1-3). 

B. Shallow pillar and stall working with 
spaced-shafts at regular intervals (Areas I, 2, 4). 
Coal working would have migrated from shaft to 
shaft as the seam was followed both laterally and 
up or down dip. Across the moor as a whole, 
documentation from the first half of the 18'h century 
show that there were usually at least three foci of 
activity at any one time. At each of these foci there 
would have been a working winding pit with a 
small number of earlier shafts kept open for 
ventilation. 

C. Somewhat deeper pillar and stall mining where 
gin engines, usually of whim type, and access tracks are 
common (Areas 5-12). These features imply well
organised production, perhaps with greater output than 
in phase B. It should be noted that often access tracks 
can only be identified today where wet or sloping 
ground exists and thus the identified access network is 
only partially known. However, the different directions 
access tracks take again indicate at least three separate 
foci of activity. As in phase B, only a few shafts would 
have been open at any one time. 

D. Two areas of deep mining can be identified. 
The first is to the west, beyond the area of surface 
remains, and was undertaken from adits and shafts on 
the hillside down to the Goyt Valley between 
Bugsworth and New Mills, but with air shafts at the 
updip end of these workings (Area 12). Here there was 
also a mine exploiting the Red Ash seam (Area 13). 
The second area of deep mining lies immediately to the 
north, where the coal is down-faulted; coal was 
extracted via deep engine shafts with the aid of steam 
winders and was transported off the moor on tramways 
(Areas 14-16). 

This fourfold phasing is somewhat simplistic, 
hiding the fact that a careful examination of the surface 
remains shows a complexity of details which is only 
partially elucidated. Clearly, as the discontinuous 
arrangement of access tracks shows, there were 
complex changes/developments within different parts 
of the mined area. 

When the first mining took place on Ollersett 
Moor is not known; it was certainly before 1711 when 
mining recommenced here and extraction was 
facilitated by a sough. Thus, the mining in phase A 
(Areas 1-3) is of l 7'h century or earlier date; medieval 
mining cannot be discounted. Surviving license 
agreements for the general New Mills area date from 
1599 onwards but do not specify where the mining was 
taking place. However, a survey of 1650 notes that for 
many years there had been 'coal delfes or pittes lyeing 
upon Wast grounds neare Berd' in the Hamlett of 
Ollersett'; this observation may well relate to the 
workings described in this note. 



A mining venture was commenced in 1711 and 
the rare survival of a detailed account book documents 
continuous mining until 1757; this mining could have 
continued beyond that date but the accounts of this do 
not survive. This l 81h century mining coincides with 
phase B and C. Analysis of the detailed accounts 
shows that three areas were normally worked - at 'Acre 
Nook' or 'Dirtholes' to the south, at 'Burnd Edge' to the 
north and at 'Top o'th Moor', which was presumably 
between the two. These probably roughly correspond 
with Areas 4/5/6, 4/8/9 and 2/11 respectively. New 
shafts would have been dug periodically in each area as 
mining followed the seam and hints of this are common 
in the accounts, provided by the changing shaft names 
applied. Of particular interest is 'Engine Pitt' which 
first apperas in 1748. This is almost certainly a 
reference to a gin engine, but whether these were used 
earlier at shafts given different names is not clear. The 
sough was driven at the outset, in 1711, indicating that 
the seam above the water table was known to be 
already worked-out in part of the moor at least. Its 
location is not clear, although its tail was presumably 
somewhere in one of the small valleys which run 
downslope to the west of the surface remains. A legal 
dispute of 1728 indicated that the sough extended into 
the Beard Liberty from the Ollersett Liberty to north 
(Areas 5-8 and 9-10 respectively); thus the sough tail 
may well have been in Shed Yard Clough or perhaps 
the next valley south which the Liberty boundary 
follows (both west of Area 10). 

Mining continued in the second half of the l 81h 
century, as shown by surviving documents and 
maps. A report of 1774 lists mines at 'Beard Wood 
Head or Beard Moor', and at 'Ollersett Moor' (the 
Top o'th Moor and Acre Nook areas of the early 
I 8'h century - Areas 5-8 and 9-10 respectively). A 
map of 1778 shows two working shafts to the 
south. These were at one of the south-westernmost 
shafts in Area 4 just above the Jane, named 'Acre 
Noolt, and one further downslope named 'Cow 
Pasture' (the southernmost shaft in Area 7). This 
map also shows the access tracks at Area 9 and 
shafts here must have been in work. A map of 
1801 shows two of these shafts, and another just 
upslope in Area 4, as 'Old Coal Pits'; these were 
presumably still open and used for ventilation. 
Mining was still taking place in Areas 9/10 at this 
date, as one of the shafts a short distance 
downslope is shown as 'in use' (see Area I 0). 

A lease agreement dated 1810 documents the 
proposed driving of a new sough from Shed Yard 
Clough (west of Area 10) to dewater the downdip 
parts of the seam in the 'Ollersett Moor' and 'Beard 
Moor' Collieries. This may signal the 
commencement of the Phase D mining, or at least 
its conception. Workings via shafts on the moor 
continued for a decade or two after this date. Farey 
writing in 1811 lists mines at 'Burn 'd Edge', 'Moor 
Top (Top of Moor)' and 'Cowpasture' as active, thus 

the three areas identified for the first half of the l 81h 
century were all still in production. Both 
'Beardmoor' and 'Ollersett or Burned Edge 
Collieries' were reported upon in 1827, the former 
mine was working from only one of its ten shafts 
and the 'adventurers seem inclined to suspend their 
workings'. The latter mine was working from about 
10 shafts but it was noted that 'the ground requires 
drainage'. This may suggest the sough proposed in 
1810 had not yet been driven. No mines are shown 
across the whole area reported upon here on the 
first Ordnance Survey map published in 1842, 
suggesting that the Phase D mining from the west 
was in place by this date. 

The deep shafts at Burnt Edge Colliery (Sites 
14-16) were sunk in the 19'h century (sometime 
between c. 1842 and 1874) and working below 
continued into the 1880s; No 2 shaft stopped 
production in 1878, the top shaft in 1881 and that at 
No 1in1887. Similarly, Little Mine (site 13) is 
documented as in work until 1884. The 
underground workings further south migrated 
downdip to the west in the 19'h century into parts of 
the seam beyond the area described in this note, 
and some were worked into the early 20'h century. 
Late activity included small scale reworking at the 
southern end of area with earlier workings, at Hill 
Colliery. 

A more detailed historical account of the coal 
mines around Bugsworth is in preparation by Chris 
Heathcote. 

Present: John Barnatt, Derek Brurnhead, Chris 
Heathcote and Phil Shaw. 
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4. Fernilee Colliery, Whaley Bridge, Derbyshire, 
SK 016 786. 

A farmer made contact to say that he had lost 
a sheep down a hole that had opened up in one of 
his fields and could we investigate. The hole 
proved to be a crown hole that led down to shallow 
pillar and stall coal workings. The sheep was 
eventually found, and after an amount of cursing of 
its lack of appreciation at being rounded up, the 
hobbled animal was subjected to an undignified 
drag along low passages and pushed/pulled to 
surface. It was placed by the farmer in a makeshift 
pen in an outbuilding and was left eating happily, 
apparently non the worse for its adventures despite 
being underground for a week! 

While searching for the sheep the following 
observations were made. The pillar and stall 
workings lie on the Yard coal seam, which was 
about 5 feet thick; this was of poor quality, 
although the bottom 18 inches or so was somewhat 
better. The accessible passages, which presented a 
maze in an irregular grid, perhaps covered an area 
of about 100x70m in extent. To the south they 
ended close to surface at forefields, while in other 
directions all ended at collapses. The pillars 



everywhere had been robbed as the miners 
retreated, leaving inverted pyramids of coal. The 
character of the material within at least two 
blockages at intersections suggests infilling from 
surface; these may perhaps have been at the sites of 
original shafts into the workings. Several passages 
had grooves in the clay floor where coal sleds had 
been dragged. Clog prints were also observed, 
including very small examples that belonged to 
children. Sawn 'paddle-shaped' wooden boards had 
been placed part-way up several of the pillars, their 
narrow ends inserted into notches and wedged into 
place. Near the other ends there were protruding 
hand-made nails. What these were used for is not 
known. 

Just beyond the updip end of the accessible 
workings, the mining once ran under the Cromford 
and High Peak Railway built in the late 1820s; 
presumably the coal extraction had ceased by then 
and, as the workings were so close to surface, it 
may well be these were backfilled when the railway 
bed was constructed. Farey, writing in 1811, noted 
the Femilee Colliery as disused. Leach records that 
mining has been taking place around Femilee since 
at least 1606 (John Leach, Coal Mining Around 
Whaley Bridge, 1992). The workings explored lie 
well south of later I 9'h and early 20'h century 
extraction shown on abandonment plans and thus 
their most likely date is 17'h or 18'h century. 

Present: John Bamatt, John Peel, Terry 
Worthington. 

5. Old Seedlow Mine, Wardlow, Derbyshire, 
SK 187 748. 

In Peak District 
Mines Part 13, in 
Newsletter 113, it was 
noted that this mine was 
suffering minor damage. 
On a recent visit it was 
found that the site is much 
improved and much of the 
bare ground has now 
grassed over again. While 
the loss of a short section 
of drystone wall which 
may have flanked a gin has 
taken place as reported 
previously, the processing 
ponds near the ruined coe 
have survived, contrary to 
our fears expressed in 
2004. 

If you have information on any of the sites noted 
or would I ike to contribute to future issues of this series 
of notes, please contact: Chris Heathcote, 15 Links 
Road, Chapel en le Frith, High Peak, Derbys SK23 
9TX (01298 814822) or John Bamatt, 21 The Front, 
Fairfield, Buxton, Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923), 
(e-mail john.bamatt@btintemet.com) 

BARMOTE COURT EVENT OCTOBER 2005 
~7~ __,......,.... 

• 

Dr Jim Ruiwerets, Foreman of the Barmote Court, 
addressing the gathering Photo by Peter Challis 

Present: John Bamatt, 
Chris Heathcote, Paul 
Smith and Phil Shaw. 

Refreshments to sustain the weary traveller to the Barrnote Court 
Photo by Peter Challis 
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Clay pipes ready for presentations to Barmote Court Event Attendees 

SOCIETY 2005 ANNUAL DINNER 

COPY FOR THE JULY 2006 EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 5 June 2006. Copy, articles, photographs, 

letters etc should be sent to:-
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

E-Mail:- wes@wtaylor44.fsnet.co.uk 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and may 

be reproduced without pennission provided due acknowledgement 

is made of the source. 

16 

Photo by Peter Challis 

Members at the 
2005 Annual Dinner 
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