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16-1 7 September 
22-24 September 

26 September 
10 October 

14-15 October 

Surface walk Stanton in Peak 
Surface Walk Middleton by Wirksworth 
U/G Meet Matlock Bath 
Surface walk Winster 
U/G Meet Via Gellia 
U/G Meet - Cromford or Eyam 
U/G Meet - Wensley 
Conference - Leek 
U/G Meet Pikehall 
U/G Meet Bakewell 
North Wales weekend 
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Members are reminded that their membership subscriptions for the year 2006/2007 
become due on 1 September 2006. A renewal form is enclosed with this Newsletter. 

Ordinary Member 
Joint Member 
Family Member 
Junior Member 
Institutional Member 

£17.00 
£19.00 
£21.00 
£ 9.00 
£22.00 

Overseas members should pay their subscription in £ Sterling. 

Would members who pay their subscription by Standing Order please ensure that 
their mandates are amended before the payments are due. The Society cannot vary the 
amount paid by Standing Order 

NEWSLETTER No 118 - April 2006 

It would be a gross understatement to say that 
the above Newsletter was late in being posted to 
members. As Newsletter Editor, I had ensured that 
the Newsletter was prepared and printed ready for 
publication at the beginning of April. In fact, the 
Newsletters were delivered to the Publications 
Secretary on 31 March 2006. 

For once the latest copy of Mining History 
(Volume 15, No 6) was also available on this date. 

For the first time in many years the Newsletter and 
Mining History could be posted to members at the 
same time. 

Preparations were well under way to stuff the 
envelopes with both publications when it was 
discovered that there were a number of 
unacceptable errors in the copies of Mining 
History. 

The printer was contacted by the Editor of 
Mining History to arrange an immediate correction 
and reprint of the publication. A number of 



technical problems delayed this reprint and 
eventually the Newsletter was posted to members 
by itself, albeit very late indeed. 

At the time of writing this copy (Mid May 
2006) there was no indication when the 
replacement Mining History (Volume 15, No 6) 
would be available. 

The Council of Management apologise to 
members for the failure to distribute these 
publications as anticipated. 
Wes Taylor - Newsletter Editor 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Mining History 

I was surprised to read Peter Naylor's strongly 
critical letter in Newsletter No 118. I joined 
PDMHS many years ago as I considered "Mining 
History" to be the best mining history publication 
in the UK. Even though I live too far away from 
the Peak District to take an active part in the 
Society activities and am now only an armchair 
mine explorer, I shall remain a Member purely to 
see Mining History drop through the letterbox. 
Personally I thoroughly enjoined Roger Flondall's 
contribution. 

Also, please don't ever consider changing to 
A5 format with its restrictions on plan and diagram 
size. I think that was the worst mistake that NMRS 
ever made. 
Mike Breakspear 

SOCIETY MEETS 

1. Mining Heritage Walk - Stanton- in- the- Peak 
Tuesday 18 July 2006 
Leader: Tony Wood 
The walk will visit various mine sites in this 

area and will be followed by an optional drink and 
buffet at Flying Childers pub at Stanton-in-the
Peak. 

Meet 7 .OOpm outside the Flying Childers pub, 
Stanton-in-the-Peak. 

2. Mining Heritage Walk - Middleton-by
Wirksworth 

Tuesday 1 August 2006 
Leader: Tony Wood 
This walk will visit various mine sites in this 

area and it will be followed by an optional drink 
and buffet at the Rising Sun pub at Middleton-by
Wirksworth. 

Meet 7.00pm outside the Rising Sun pub, 
Middleton-by-Wirksworth. 
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3. Devonshire Cavern and Long Tor Grotto, 
Matlock Bath 

Sunday 6 August 2006 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Devonshire Cavern - Moderate grade with the 

upper part of mine being explored. It is a dry, 
boilersuit or oversuit trip. Bring kneepads. 

Long Tor Grotto - Easy grade boilersuit or 
oversuit trip. The first part of the level is wet, with 
a paddle through stagnant water and mud of 
variable depth so bring a change of clothes in case 
you get wet. The remainder of the mine is dry with 
walking/stooping size passages. 

There is some nice mineralisation. The mine 
was open as a Show Cavern between 1892 to 1914 
(approx) with access via a now blocked quarry 
entrance. 

Society members are welcome to attend the 
Devonshire Cavern trip only. For further 
information on both Devonshire Cavern and Long 
Tor Grotto, see Mining History (PDMHS) Vol 14, 
No 6. 

Society members attending both trips should 
bring a packed lunch and drink. There are also 
eating establishments available in Matlock Bath. 

Meet at 9.45am at Matlock Bath Railway 
Station "Pay & Display" car park. 

4. Mining Heritage Walk - Winster 
Tuesday 15 August 2006 
Leader: Tony Wood 
This short walk will look at "The Plackett 

Mine" The walk will complete the 2006 
programme of evening Mining Heritage Walks. 
Optional drink and buffet after the walk at the 
Miners Standard at Winster. 

Meet at 7.00pm outside the Miners Standard 
at Winster. 

5. Slaley Sough, Via Gellia 
Tuesday 29 August 2006 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Easy grade oversuit or boilersuit trip. No 

ladder or ropework. There is shallow water in the 
first part of sough. A number of short mine levels 
in vicinity will also be visited, one of which may 
contain shallow water. There is a steep scramble 
required to reach Slaley Sough and gloves are 
advisable. The meet is suitable for novices 
although "hands free" lighting is required. 

Meet at 7 .OOpm at the large layby in Via 
Gellia (South side )just past Bonsall village turning 
on the road from Cromford. 



6. Cromford Sough, Cromford OR Hungerhill 
Swallet. Eyam 

Tuesday 12 September 2006 
Leader(s): Tony Wood - Cromford Sough and 

Paul Chandler - Hungerhill Swallet. 

Cromford Sough - Moderate grade oversuit 
trip. The water in the sough is around wellie depth. 
Stooping/walking size passages. Party size limited. 

The sough was started in 1657-8 and contains 
examples of some of the earliest-known 
gunpowder blasting in British mines dating from 
1662-3. For further information, see "Lead Mining 
in the Peak District" edited by TD Ford & J H 
Rieuwerts (2000 edition). 

Hungerhill Swallet - Difficult grade muddy 
oversuit trip. There is a fixed ladder on the 
entrance shaft. A tight and awkward squeeze leads 
to an optional 130ft ( 40m) pitch that will be rigged 
for SRT. 

There are natural and mined passages. Party 
size limited and full SRT kit is required if 
descending the pitch. This is a joint meet with the 
Masson Caving Group. 

For further information, see "Caves of the 
Peak District" (1991 edition). To book your 
place/further details:-

Cromford Sough - Tony Wood Tel: 01629 
650162 (Home) or 07971 318825 (Mobile) 
Hungerhill Swallet - Paul Chandler Tel: 01246 
220773 . 

7. Old Millclose Mine, Wensley 
Saturday and Sunday 16-17 September 2006 
Organiser: John Peel 
This is a SPECIAL MEET and there is ONE 

TRIP OPTION ONLY with a 120ft abseil down 
Shale shaft followed by a through trip and exit via 
winch on Sleeper shaft. It is a moderate/difficult 
grade dry trip and oversuit and fleece ideal. It is 
well worth bringing a camera to record the many 
artefacts, inscriptions etc in the mine. The party 
size per trip will be limited to 8 and the number of 
trips per day will be subject to leader availability. 
It is hoped to have four parties per day. Members 
of PDMHS and Masson Caving Group will have 
priority. Any spaces will be open to guests -
donation required. 

IMPORTANT - Society members attending 
this meet, MUST be competent in abseiling. 
Personal SRT equipment is essential and NO SRT 
equipment will be available to borrow. A refresher 
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abseiling meet is planned beforehand - see bottom 
of this page. 

For further information on this extremely 
complex and interesting mine, see Mining History 
(PDMHS) Vol 14, No 3. 

To book your place/further details, contact 
John Peel. Tel: 01335-390448, one week before 
the meet. Please note that due to access constraints, 
the meet could be cancelled at short notice. 

8. Mouldridge Mine. Pikehall 
Tuesday 26 September 2006 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Easy grade dry oversuit or boilersuit trip. 

There is no ladder or rope work with mostly 
walking/stooping size passages. There is an 
optional short crawl section. It is an ideal novice 
trip. 

Meet at 7 .OOpm. The meeting place has not 
been finalised at time of going to press. Contact: 
Paul Chandler, either by phone or on a prior 
Society meet. 

9. Pretoria Chert Mine, Bakewell 
Tuesday 10 October 2006 
Leader: Tony Wood 
This is an easy grade dry boilersuit evening 

trip. Access into mine is via a 15ft deep shaft, 
using a fixed steel ladder. Mostly large walking 
size passages, which are steeply inclined in places. 
There are some superb packwalls and artefacts. 
Worth bringing a camera. This trip is suitable for 
novices. For further information on this mine see 
Mining History (PDMHS) Vol 13, No 5. 

Party size limited due to sensitive location. To 
book your place, meeting time/place, contact Tony 
Wood, either by phone or on a prior Society meet. 

FORTHCOMING MEET. 
North Wales Mines Weekend 

Saturday 14 and Sunday 15 October 
Organiser/ leader: Nigel Nix 
Further details in next Newsletter. 

TRAINING MEET 
Abseil Refresher 

Society members interested in attending this 
meet must have personal SRT equipment. No 
equipment will be available to borrow. The meet 
could either be held on a midweek evening or 
midweek daytime to suit. Contact Paul Chandler 
(Training Co-ordinator) if you are interested. 



MAGPIE SOUGH MEET 
Yet another unusual mine related job was 

presented to the Crewe Coffin Dodgers recently 
when, at short notice, they were authorised to 
break and enter into Magpie Sough. It was the day 
of the PDMHS field trip into the sough, a very rare 
event indeed. 

This job involved the cutting out of a caver 
size section of the substantial steel grill to gain 
access to the sough and the welding back and the 
reinforcing of the removed section, preferably after 
the last members of the party had emerged to the 
day. 

We duly arrived at the site with two 
barrowfulls of gear but without anything to weld 
the section back again. This problem was solved 
by John Wilmott who kindly supplied us with a 
mobile welding set. 

A party of about 30 persons was 
accommodated on this meet. This trip into the 
sough is likely to be the last for the forseeable 
future and, hopefully for me, the last ever. 

Little can be said about the trip up the sough 
except that Blende Vein is well worth seeing "if it 
didn't involve wading for a mile in waist deep 
water". My two colleagues preferred to curl up in 
the wheelbarrows and sleep for the duration. 

Many thanks to Paul Chandler for organising 
such an involved trip. 
Len Kirkham 

HIDDEN EARTH CONFERENCE 
This is the annual conference of the National 

Caving Association. The 2006 conference will be 
held on 22 - 24 September at Leek High School, 
Staffordshire. 

For further detail: www.hidden-earth.org.uk 

EARLY MINING IN CUMBRIA: CASUAL 
OBSERVATIONS 

In the autumn of last year, various members of 
PDMHS (and two guests) had a brief informal 
foray into Cumbria. The aim of this long 
weekend, as well as to have fun looking at the fine 
mining remains at surface and at easyily accessible 
workings underground, was to make a search for 
evidence for early mining. Prehistoric copper 
mining is perhaps likely to have taken place in 
Cumbria but evidence has always remained 
elusive. We found no hammerstones or other 
evidence, which is not surprising, as we had 
presumed (or rather had a faint hope) to find 
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something in a weekend where others had failed 
after protracted searching still, we argued, you 
never know your luck. Several mortar stones at 
the Coniston mines were examined, but these are 
generally thought to be medieval or later in date. 
We had better luck finding evidence for firesetting 
associated with the well-documented Elizabethan 
Mines Royal copper mining. 

Clutching our copies of Holland's guide to the 
mines around Coniston, after a brief foray on the 
day we arrived to the mines above Tilberthwaite, 
the Saturday was spent in Copper Mines Valley. 
With wonderful forward planning, virtually the 
first place we visited was Cobblers Level, which 
some of us explored to the end in deep water, we 
had not anticipated, that soon reached the more 
sensitive personal parts. Those foolish enough to 
take this short underground excursion (including 
yours truly, who was in front and could not escape) 
spent the rest of the day in soaking wet gear! The 
roof of this handpicked coffin level, which leads to 
'Clocker's' or 'Low Work' at depth and is of 
probable early 17th century date, is sooted from 
firesetting over much of its length. Curiously, 
Holland's account of this level notes 'numerous 
small hitches' cut about a foot below the roof to 
create a fang for firesetting ventilation but omits to 
mention the soot; these hitches could not be found. 

After inspecting the surface remains above at 
Red Dell, including fine waterwheel pits, level 
entrances, opencuts, etc., we set off up this valley 
to visit the Elizabethan level at Gods Blessing 
Mine near the head of the valley at over 500m OD. 
After a long walk in pouring rain, the last part in 
severe conditions above cloud base, we resisted the 
temptation to tum back only to find the entrance to 
this small but important site has now run in! 

Later in the day, after traversing round into the 
next valley, we visited The Back Strings/Simon's 
Nick by Levers Water. Firesetting is documented 
in the second half of the 16th century at Simon's 
Nick (Jim Rieuwerts pers. comm.). Interestingly, 
this notes that the ore was swept from the 
workings here, a practice identified 
archaeologically in the Peak at Northern Dale near 
Wensley. A brief surface inspection of the vein 
opencuts at Back Strings identified a narrow 
working close to the main Simon's Nick vein, 
which has a roof and upper sides with a distinctive 
'arched' profile. This is similar in shape to fireset 
vein workings found in limestone in the Peak 
District. 



After a long look round the main dressing 
floors and smelt works at the heart of Copper 
Mines Valley, the highlight of the Sunday was a 
visit to Goldscope Mine south-west of Keswick. 
Goldscope is a must for anyone interested in early 
mining and wanting to see an easily accessible 
underground example of Elizabethan work, started 
in the 1560s (which needs permission from the 
National Trust). The main level entrance is on the 
south-east side of the ridge at the top of a large 
spoil heap. From here it is an easy stroll to the site 
of a large waterwheel in an impressive stope. The 
entrance adit, although enlarged and straightened 
later, has extensive traces of a hand picked 
Elizabethan coffin level in the roof and on one side 
or the other. Part way along there is a small trial in 
a minor vein to its side. The latter has probably 
been fireset, as indicated by soot on the roof, but 
whether this trial dates to the late l 6'h century or 
later is not clear. The wheel, which probably dated 
to the 1590s, was set at right angles to the stope 
and both ends of the wheel pit were set into the 
cheeks. Here there are finely-dressed curved 
'alcoves' for the wheel with several large notches 
for support timbers to either side. Nearby, there is 
further sweeping pickwork high in the stope, an 
intact (but part-backfilled) coffin level which 
allowed the wheel to be bypassed, and an early 
side level leading to a now-choked rise up to the 
hading stope above. Returning outside, it is also 
well worth finding the hidden dustbin-lid entrance 
on the north-west side of the ridge which leads 
immediately to a fine example of an intact coffin 
level where water was brought into the mine to 

·power the waterwheel. High on the ridge side 
above there is a large opencut with a hading 
hanging wall that defies gravity. Here there is 
variety of notches and pickwork, some indicating 
where early levels had been driven and short shafts 
sunk before the whole was enlarged and opened to 
day. Also at surface on this side of the ridge there 
is evidence for 16'h-l 9th century !eats, level 
entrances and waterwheel sites. 

The party: John Barnatt, Roger Doonan 
(Sheffield University), Jon Humble, Jamie Lund 
(National Trust Regional Archaeologist), John 
Peel, John Pickin, Paul Smith, Dave Williams and 
Terry Worthington. 

Holland, E. G. 1981 Coniston Copper Mines: a 
Field Guide. Milnethorpe: Cicerone. 

John Barnatt 
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GEEVOR TIN MINE, CORNWALL 
Pendeen Community Heritage has been 

notified that the Heritage Lottery Fund has 
approved a £3.8m. bid for building restoration 
work and the creation of a major new museum at 
Geevor Tin Mine. The project will also include 
work on the biodiversity of the site in conjunction 
with the National Trust. 

The project is a partnership between Pendeen 
Community Heritage, the site managers, Cornwall 
County Council, the site owners, Penwith District 
Council and the National Trust. 

20% of the funding for the Geevor project is 
from Objective 1 European funding and 6.5% from 
Cornwall County and Penwith District Councils. 

The project will be completed by September 
2008. 
Bill Lakin 

ROYLEDGE FARM, ELKSTONES, 
STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS 

Royledge Farm, including Royledge Mine, is 
currently subject to a change of ownership. We no 
longer posses any right of access to the mine. 

When the new ownership is established we 
hope to negotiate a new access agreement with the 
new owners. 

Please keep away from this site until further 
notice. 
Len Kirkham 

ACCESS TO WAPPING MINE/ 
CUMBERLAND CAVERN, MATLOCK BATH 

It is sad to report that currently there is "NO 
ACCESS" into this mine/cave complex. The 
Derbyshire Caving Association have been 
informed and hopefully access will be restored as 
soon as possible. In the meantime, please keep 
away so as not to aggravate the situation. An 
update will appear in the next Society newsletter. 
Tony Wood and Paul Chandler 

DERBYSHIRE CAVER KILLED WHILE 
DIGGING IN SWALLET 

Sadly, on 25 March 2006 David Briggs, an 
experienced caver, was killed whilst digging in 
Astonhill Swallet, near Pikehall. A large rock fell 
from the roof and landed on him. David was a 
member of Pegasus Caving Club, DCRO and 
PDMHS. This was the first caving death in 
Derbyshire for 15 years. 

A fuller report appears in Derbyshire Caver 
No 124, the Newsletter of the Derbyshire Caving 
Association. 
Paul Chandler 



COAL MINING ON BEELEY MOOR 
Whilst planning a walk on Beeley Moor, I 

came across a reference to a shaft which was 
described as 'This infilled shaft and adjacent 
disturbed ground on a section ofBeeley Moor may 
well be the remains of a small coal pit"1 Initially I 
took this reference to coal mining at this location 
with a pinch of salt. Some time later I was reading 
a book detailing a farmer's diary. 2 This diary was 
written in 1864-66 by William Hodkin of Beeley 
and had been transcribed by his great grandson. It 
is an interesting social history document and 
coincidentally includes some interesting references 
to the coal pit. William Hodkin seems to have been 
exploring the possibility of coal on Beeley Moor 
as the following unedited diary entries for 1864 
revealed 
April 18th. 'Went to Bakewell Market.. .. John 
Smith took Yz ton of coal to the Beeley Moor 
coal pit, looked after cattle .... ' 
Tuesday April l 9'h. 'Put 8 goslings to their Mother. 
Went on Beeley Moor went down in the Coal Pit 
came home and gardened a little then ... .' 

Thursday 24th April. 'Choping for the cows and horses 
in the morning, went to the coal pit before noon 
'Wednesday I st June. 'A very sharp frost last night .... 
Went to the coal pit at night went down to the 
bottom .... 
Saturday 4th June. 'Jillett buld by our own 
bull... .. Went up to the coal pit went down into the 
pit and brought a lump of coal home with me. 

Friday l 0th. 'Cuting thistles in the mains and looked at 
the sheep and went onto the moor to the coal pit 
went down the pit and found the chink so that 
the water can run off. After dinner .... .' 

Monday 27th. 'Went to Bakewell Market paid 
into the Sheffield and Rotherham Bank 2£ 1 Os. 
for the shares that I hold in the Beeley main 
colliery, Paid Mr Else of ..... ' 

Thursday 13th September. 'John went to Boythorpe for coal 
for ourselves I ton 17cwt. I went to Chatsworth with 
Mr Mayhew and a few more to meet Mr 
Cottingham to consult about the coal on Beeley 
Moor what steps should be taken, whe agree to 
test the mines by Boring, the Duke agrees to pay 
half the expens if no coal can be found.' 
Then there is almost a year before another entry 
relating to the coal pit. 

1865 
Thursday 17th August. 'Cuting oats in the 
common piece till 11 o'clock then raked the ground that was 
cut. I went to the coal pit with Mr Mayhey and 
Mr Fearn and others to see if it was likely to 
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find any coal but no likelyhood of coal a very 
showery day.' 
So now here was proof of activity on Beeley but 
even more questions had been raised. 
I contacted John Bamatt and he has provided 
extensive information on the historical background 
to this interesting site. Dr Bamatt's information is 
as follows:-
The area ofBeeley Moor you give a map reference 
for is one I surveyed several years ago for 
Chatsworth Estate. There are indeed old coal 
mines near here that worked the Baslow Seam, but 
these mostly lie on lower ground south of the 
reference given, above the walled green lane and 
centred on SK 284684. An isolated possible shaft 
lies a little west of the reference you give, adjacent 
to the wall running to the moor top. As you say 
there is no coal here, the shaft mound is small and 
it is unlikely that it went to the Baslow Seam at 
depth, presumably it was an aborted trial by 
someone who didn't understand the geology?. The 
main Beeley Colliery has 21-23 shafts/upcast 
mounds, none of them open and a further 10 small 
opencast pits. I have previously traced the 
following history: 
1. The rights to mine coal on Beeley Moor were 
sold in 1559-60. These workings (if they took 
place shortly after this date) may well be at the pits 
noted above, as these are the only known coal 
workings in Beeley Parish. 
2. In 1725 an article agreement was drawn up 
between the Duke of Devonshire and George 
Savile re recent disputes over coal mining in the 
Lordship of Beeley. While no exact site is 
mentioned, the existence of this agreement 
suggests that Beeley Colliery was active at around 
this date. In contrast, the surviving detailed 
Chatsworth estate accounts from 1747, when the 
Dukes acquired Beeley Lordship, to the 1770s 
have no rental income from a colliery at Beeley 
and therefore it is unlikely that it was in work in 
this period. 
3. The colliery is noted by Farey in 1811 as no 
longer producing coal but still worked for ganister. 
The coal working he refers to probably took place 
from the 1770s onwards in the period for which no 
estate accounts survive, given that it was noted in 
1835 that local people remembered the colliery in 
work about 70 years previously (ie 1765, but 
memories were presumably a little hazy). 

4. Archives in Chatsworth House include an 
assessment of the colliery in 1835. It was noted 
that "slight working" had been undertaken 21-22 
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years ago by a Mr Bell (ie 1813-14, perhaps that 
for ganister noted by Farey). In 1835 further trial 
workings/explorations were undertaken, including 
the sinking of at least one shaft. Economic 
workable reserves were not found. 

5. In 1886 another written assessment was 
made - noting "a few years since a company was 
formed to work this coal" and that they sank a 
shaft. Again economic workable reserves were not 
found. It has previously assumed that noted prior 
working took place in the 1870's/early 1880's, but 
the diary entries you have found raise the 
possibility that this took place in the 1860's. 
However, another possibility is that this was yet 
another episode of working that was forgotten 
about by 1886, perhaps at the trial shaft that started 
this enquiry. A note of caution also perhaps needs 
to be raised, in that there are further small-scale 
coal workings on the moors above, centred at SK 
288706 (Bastow parish) and ganister pits at SK 
209689 (Brampton parish). While these technically 
lie on different moors, did the diary writer 
recognise this as a relevant distinction? Does the 
reference to "Beeley main colliery" suggest 
Hodkin's pit was elsewhere or alternatively at the 
"main colliery"? 

Why they took coal to the pit in 1864 is a 
mystery. It is highly unlikely there was a steam 
engine here. Nothing is noted in the known 
accounts and there is no trace identified on the 
ground. It seems likely that the workings were too 
small in scale to warrant an expensive engine. At 
the two deepest shafts, ie those furthest from 
outcrop with larger hillocks, there is 
archaeological evidence for a horse-drawn gin 
engine in one case and a possible example at the 
other. 

So there we have it. What began as a 
developing interest in a proposed walk had turned 
from a few lines of fortunate research from an old 
diary, to an historical account of coal exploration 
in the area. Who would have thought that there 
was such activity taking place I certainly didn't. 
References 
1. Derbyshire Industrial Archaeology Part IV 
Derbyshire Dales. ISBN 0 9511368 2 8. 
2. A Victorian Farmer's Diary. William Hodkin's 
Diary 1864-66. Edited by T A Burdekin. ISBN 0 
903463 72 
Ray Webster 

CHATTERLEY WHITFIELD COAL MINING 
MUSEUM, BIDDULPH 

Information on the future of this site is elusive 
and mired in controversy. However, a brief 
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background and the proposed future as far as can 
be ascertained is outlined below. 

In 197 6 the mine closed and was reopened as 
a museum in 1979. In 1986 the museum complex 
closed again due to water problems created by the 
closure of Wolstanton Colliery. Wolstanton 
Colliery had a shaft depth in excess of 1000 
metres, the deepest pit at the time in the North 
Staffs syncline. For Whitfield Museum, the 
ensuing water problems were a predictable 
certainty and costly failure. At the time of writing 
the water perch in the Hesketh Main Shaft is 20 
yards below the shaft collar. No one was to come 
out of that one with much credit. 

In 1987 the museum reopened as a "cut and 
cover" mine by utilising an old fan drift, and 
railway cutting. In many ways this was to prove far 
more interesting to visitors and it was successful 
and cheaper to operate. But this project was due to 
fail. In 1993 the site was scheduled as an "ancient 
monument", comparable to Stonehenge! and it 
closed for the last time shortly afterwards. 

Now known locally as "Rust City", the site has 
been neglected and vandalised beyond the point of 
no return. This fact appears only to have 
encouraged a further staggering contribution 
screwed from the taxpayer and which has nothing 
to do with mining heritage whatsoever. 

The current spending spree is: 
PHASE 1 - Spend £4.5m to "improve" access to 
the colliery site from the A527 and to upgrade, ie 
to restore, a vandalised l 960's office to provide 
four office units to let. The existing access to the 
colliery was more than adequate in the past 
PHASE 2 - Spend £14.5 million to re-profile the tip, 
plant trees, divert a stream, and reclaim a section of 
old railway mineral line to be incorporated into a 
cycle track. 
PHASE 3 - This is thought to involve a further 
spending spree on "improvements". 

This is what we are getting for a £19m starter, 
There is yet more to follow. 

There are no plans to re-establish a Mining 
Museum or to arrest the decay of the surface 
remains, 34 of which are "listed". It appears that 
listing in this instance means that they can fall down, 
but cannot be demolished as eyesores. Most of the 
surface structures, including the headgears, are no 
longer safe to walk near. So much for listing. 

The general opinion locally is that this white 
elephant needs to be put out of its misery, the site 
cleared and put to-a sensible use. 
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Never have so many paid so much for so little. 
For those of us who trained and worked down this 
pit, the debacle following the end of production 
and closure would be a foregone conclusion. 
Len Kirkham 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES OBSERVATIONS AND 
DISCOVERIES PART 18 

1. Kerridge Collieries. Bollington and Rainow, 
Cheshire, centred SJ 943 762. 

On the east side of Kerridge Hill, a 2km 
long steep-sided ridge south of Bollington, 
there are extensive coal mining remains. A 
total of 39-47 shaft mounds have been 
identified, many with associated access tracks 
terraced into the slope, as well as 3-8 adits and 
a sough. Four thin coal seams of the lower 
coal measures outcrop along the lower slope, 
the Lower Foot, Lower Mountain, Upper Foot 
and Big Smut. These dip at about 8 degrees 
westwards under the ridge. The Milnrow 
sandstone beds above the seams, which 
outcrop on the summit and west side of the 
ridge, have been extensively quarried in the 
19th and 20th centuries and this activity has 
earlier origins. 

The surface coal mining remains can be 
divided into several groups: 

1. Here there was once a sough tail, the 
water from which was piped until recently to a 
mill immediately north of the river. All that 
can be seen at surface today is a modem 
manhole cover. A few years ago when the 
sough tail became blocked, it was reopened 
and the modem inspection point inserted. 
Local tales recorded by Roger Bowling suggest 
that the sough ran the full 

length of the ridge, but no confirmation of this 
has been found; that there was more than one 
mine along the hillside in the 19th century may 
suggest that the sough only ran under the 
northern parts of the ridge. 

2. Here there is a tight cluster of at least 7-8 
shafts, what look to be two possible run-in adits 
and several irregular 'quarry pits', some at least of 
which may well be opencast coal workings. Taken 
together, the features at the northern part of this 
area have all the appearances of particularly early 
workings at and near where the coal was first 
discovered at surface. In contrast, the three shafts 
to the south have larger hillocks and were clearly 
deeper and somewhat later. 

3. The three shafts here have large 
hillocks and are linked by a terraced access 
track. These are clearly the latest and deepest 
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shafts in this northern part of the ridge and are 
possibly late 181

h or more probably 19th 
century in date. The direction the causeway 
takes indicates that the coal was taken into 
Bollington. 

4. This area has only two small shaft 
mounds. These may be nothing more than 
early trials. Perhaps the seams here were 
relatively poor or permission could not be 
gained to continue to extract the coal here. 

5. This area is similar in character to area 
2 and may include early extraction sites. There 
are 2-3 shafts, several irregular opencast pits 
and what may well be collapsed levels. Close 
to the base of the slope there is the walled-up 
entrance to Hough Hole Lower Level. 
Inspection through a small hole reveals a 
spacious level of 19th century type. The 
outermost section has a slabbed roof, but 
beyond the level is arched; there has been a 
collapse after about 15m. A short distance to 
the north and slightly further upslope, there is a 
large but low spoil heap with what is almost 
certainly the site of a collapsed adit at its upper 
end. The uppermost shaft on the slope has a 
terraced access track leading down to Hough 
Hole Mill and Rainow beyond. Downslope, 
just above this track, there is the base of a 
square chimney. Roger notes that local 
tradition states that this is the chimney for a 
mine steam engine that was never erected. 
This seems highly unlikely and its position 
above Hough Hole Mill suggests that it was 
erected for a steam engine here; an opening in 
the garden wall below may be part of its flue . 
Early photographs of the mill show this 
substantial stone chimney but no other 
chimney on or near the mill is visible. 

6. In the comer of a 'garden' there is the 
site of the entrance to the Hough Hole Top 
Level, which was in use into the 1920s. 
Downslope to the south-east, there was a 
disused shaft which was still open in the 1970s, 
and with 2 other shafts was known locally as 
California Mine (this lies within a now wooded 
area and could not be seen from the footpaths 
marked with a cross on the plan). 

7. The lower slope south of California 
Mine has a 5-6 small shaft mounds which were 
probably sunk for relatively early mining via 
shallow shafts. 

8. Upslope there are 4-5 larger shaft 
mounds, most with purpose-made access tracks 
running to a through-track leading downslope 
to cross the stream an then on to Brookhouse 
and Macclesfield beyond. 
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9. Further south there are a further 4 large 
shaft mounds, one with a purpose-made access 
track, the others sited immediately against a 
through-track along the slope which leads to 
Kerridge End and Macclesfield beyond. The 
lack of a direct access link with the shafts at 
Area 8 may indicate that the shafts at these two 
areas were parts of different mining operations, 
or are somewhat different in date. 

10. The lower slope has the remains of 4-8 
small shaft mounds which were probably sunk for 
relatively early mining via shallow shafts. The 
two lowermost fields here have been partially 
improved and further small mining features may 
have been removed. 

11. Running southwards from Area 9 and 
probably part of the same mining operation, 
there are 6 larger shaft mounds at a similar 
contour. Each of these has an access track (one 
of which continues to quarries above). These 
again link to through-tracks running to 
Kerridge End and Macclesfield beyond. 

12. In the past, Roger Bowling has inspected 
further mining remains at the south-western end of 
the ridge comprising about 6 shaft mounds, and at 
the bottom of the field what may have been a 
sough tail draining into a small field. These lie on 
private land and cannot be seen from public access 
points. 

13. At Swanscoe, a steam engine once stood, 
presumably for pumping at a deep shaft sunk to 
reach the same seams at depth; whether this was 
successful is not known. Roger has identified 
documentation for this engine being put up for sale 
in 1804. 

The date at which coal was first worked at 
Kerridge is not known, but it clearly pre-dates 
the late 18th century, perhaps by a century or 
more. In 1811 Farey recorded two working 
collieries at 'Kerredge', at 'North End' and 'East 
Side', together with a colliery at 'Swanco'; 
these correspond with areas 1-3, 5-8 and/or 9-
11, and 12-13 respectively. The colliery at 
North End is shown on Burdett's map of 1777. 
Roger has found documentation for these 
workings being active later in the 18th century 
and that in 1808 new owners started to drive 
the sough here. Mining in this part of the ridge 
had ceased by the mid 19th century and no 
mining is shown anywhere at Kerridge on the 
first edition Ordnance Survey map of 1842. 
However, the mines at East Side continued to 
be worked, presumably intermittently, until the 
1920s. At this time small-scale extraction was 
still taking place at the two Hough Hole levels. 
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The different directions that access 
trackways take at the North End and East Side 
Collieries indicate that in the 19th century at 
least the two mines supplied different markets, 
at or via Bollington and Rainow/Macclesfield 
respectively. The mines working at the start of 
the 19th century would have had a ready 
market in the textile mills in Bollington, 
Rainow, and Macclesfield. At these three 
places Boulton and Watt type steam engines 
had started to be installed at the mills to 
supplement water power from 1793 onwards. 
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In 1806 it is recorded that there were 5 
such engines in Bollington and Rainow. 
Similarly, by 1805 there were at least 4 mill 
steam engines in Macclesfield. After the 
arrival of the canal to Bollington in 1831 and 
the construction of larger mills, the Kerridge 
mines would not have been able to satisfy the 
demand for coal in quality nor quantity. 
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Present: John Bamatt, Roger Bowling, 
Chris Heathcote and Phil Shaw. 



2. Hit and Miss Mine, Wensley, Derbyshire. 
SK 2660 6021 

One of the two lidded shafts at this lead 
mine, better known to cavers as Tearsall Pipe 
Caverns (No 2), was explored in the search for 
evidence of firesetting. This leads into the 
extensive 'Pool Series' and no firesetting was 
found. Much of the mining comprised 
sediment removal from natural caverns, which 
presumably contained nuggets and smaller 
pieces of galena. One mineralised flatting, 
similar to those nearby in Northern Dale at Old 
Ash Mine and Lords and Ladies Mine, had 
been worked. This was trialed updip for some 
distance but probably never produced viable 
quantities of galena, as it was not followed 
laterally. However, this work took place at a 
later date than the extensive fireset examples 
just noted, and the trial was made with the aid 
of powder. The long, low, rising passage 
following the flatting has a fine example of a 
walled ventilation fang, probably extending 
along its whole length. This has one walled 
side that has been sealed with the extensive 
application of clay; the fang behind is only 
visible intermittently where the wall has 
collapsed. It was presumably used in 
conjunction with bellows. 

Present: John Bamatt, John Peel and Terry 
Worthington. 

3. Bas low Colliery, Baslow, Derbyshire, centred 
SK 278 721. 

This disused coal mine has the most extensive 
set of surviving surface remains on the eastern 
gritstone moors of the Peak. It centres at the 
hamlet of Robin Hood and ran north and south 
following the Baslow Seam, the lowest in the 
sequence of coal deposits recorded on Geological 
Survey maps. While there are a significant 
number of shaft hillocks to the north these lie on 
private land. Jn contrast, the heart of the colliery 
on the south side of the Bar Brook has recently 
come into Open Access. Here there are about 85 
opencast pits and shafts, most close to where the 
seam outcropped. Some shafts are in particularly 
close proximity to each other, suggesting more 
than one phase of working in the same ground. On 
a large flat-topped platform above the stream there 
was at least one building and this was probably the 
surface focal point of the mine in its later years. 
From here there was easy access just down the 
valley to the mid-eighteenth century turnpike road 
(now disused). Further to the east and south-east 
there are another 26-30 shaft mounds, which are 
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well spaced from each other, sited above the seam 
where it was mined at depth; these are mostly on 
private Chatsworth Estate farmland. 

The earliest records traced for the colliery date 
to 1764, when it was mined by Edward Boler, but 
it had clearly been in work for a significant period 
by this date, this perhaps starting as early as the 
medieval period. By 1764 a sough had reached the 
boundary of Chatsworth old deer park, over 1 km 
away from its tail, at the south-western end of the 
colliery. Farey noted the colliery in 1811 and it 
was worked until at least the early 1830s, but may 
have been closed soon afterwards. A colliery plan 
dated 1832, drawn for the Chatsworth Estate, 
shows the 1764 sough and another later sough 
named 'Deep Level'. The mine was reinvestigated 
in about 1912 but found to be an unprofitable 
proposition. However, there is a local tradition 
that it was reopened by the Estate in the 1914-18 
war to provide coal for the Great Conservatory in 
the gardens of Chatsworth House. 

Farey also noted that the colliery has a 
waterwheel used for pumping. This does not 
appear on the 1832 plan. However, by that date all 
the land south of the stream had been acquired by 
the Duke of Devonshire, in a land exchange with 
the Duke of Rutland in the 1820's. From that date 
the workings seem to have concentrated here, 
whereas mining north of the steam on land retained 
by the Duke of Rutland may have already been 
disused. Thus, any soughs here, and possibly the 
waterwheel, do not appear on the 1832 plan. 

From 1764, the upper sough level was 
extended from the Duke of Rutland's land under 
the old Chatsworth Deer Park to below older 
workings, where it was mined as Chatsworth Old 
Park Colliery, although still worked by Edward 
Boler. Here the shafts were largely filled and 
hillocks levelled as they became redundant, at the 
insistence of the Estate (see 'Chatsworth: A 
Landscape History' by John Bamatt and Tom 
Williamson, published by Windgather Press in 
2005, for further details of how the deer park was 
used for coal mining, lead smelting and quarrying). 

The main purpose of our recent visit was to 
search for evidence for the sough tails and 
waterwheel. The tail of the Deep Level had been 
identified previously (by JB) a short distance 
downstream of the old turnpike bridge, where there 
is walled goit leading to the stream from a run-in 
tail. Water does not now flow from here. The 
18th century sough tail is upstream below the 
platform noted above; large quantities of ochre 
have been deposited in the stream bed where water 
bubbles up. Further upstream there is a small 
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ochre deposit, perhaps at or close to workings 
where the coal outcrops. Downstream, ochreous 
water also issues from the north bank of the 
stream, perhaps at the site of an undocumented 
sough driven into the northern workings. No trace 
of a waterwheel pit or associated !eat was found; 
either everything was set above ground level close 
to Bar Brook and made of timber, or this wheel 
was sited underground. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, 
Phil Shaw and Terry Worthington. 

4. Hard Rake. High Tor. Matlock. SK 2970 5884 
At the base of the cliff of High Tor, 

approached from the south end, there is a level 
driven into Hard Rake (the continuation, on the 
east side of the river, of Bacon Rake on the 
Heights of Abraham). This level lies below 
impressive opencuts above, now commonly known 
as Roman Cave. The level at the cliff base has 
been driven with powder to explore a calcite 
dominated flatting at the north side of the vein. 
Near the inner end of the relatively-short 
accessible part of the passage, there is a trial level 
driven with powder at right angles from the north 
side, which rises steadily to reach a forefield. A 
stope in the narrow vein itself, visible to one side 
and in the roof of the main level, has little 
evidence of powder work and in parts is heavily 
sooted. A collapse at the inner end, comprising 
deads that have fallen or been placed from above, 
contains significant amounts of burnt coal. No 
unambiguous heat-altered surfaces were observed, 
but the firesetting itself may well have taken place 
further along the vein in the now inaccessible 
sections below Roman Cave. 

Present: John Barnatt and Jim Rieuwerts. 

5. Moletrap Vein. Matlock Bath SK 2960 5749 
The outer, unflooded, parts of this lead mine, 

better known to cavers as Didos Cave, were 
recently inspected. The large entrance stope here 
has been heavily reworked in places using powder, 
but there is clear evidence for earlier firesetting. 
At the point where the stoping temporarily closes 
down to a crawl, before dropping to a second large 
but part-flooded stope, there is what looks to be a 
fireset forefield with heat-altered surfaces and 
soot. Immediately before this point, to the south 
side, there is a short low side-working with a good 
example of a sooted and heat-altered roof. 
Elsewhere in the first stope, between here and the 
entrance, and also just beyond as you climb down 
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to the second stope, there are further remnants of 
sooted surfaces. 

Present: John Barnatt, John Beck, Terry 
Worthington and others. 

6. Blue Hills. Whiteshaw and Hazel Barrow 
Collieries. Heathylee and Leekfrith, Staffordshire, 
centred SK 013 630 

A preliminary inspection, from public 
footpaths, of the coal mining remains at the 
southern end of the Staffordshire moorlands 
coalfield, identified extensive surviving surface 
features here. In this area the Ringinglow Seam 
outcrops at two sides and the end of a syncline. To 
the east side there was the Blue Hills Colliery, 
centred at SK 0135 6255. Here there are at least 
15-20 shaft mounds, but much lies on private land 
that is not clearly visible from the footpath. 
Further north on this side of the syncline there is 
Hazel Barrow Colliery centred at SK 0150 6335. 
This occupies a discrete small area, on Open 
Access land, with about 20 shaft mounds. To the 
north-east, between these remains and Black 
Brook, there are two further shaft mounds which 
perhaps lie on a short sough to the workings. 
Roughly opposite the site of the tail by the stream, 
there is a hollow at the site of a probable further 
sough. This led south-westwards towards the 
western outcrop. There are 6 shafts marked on 
modern detailed maps along its line (not 
inspected), leading to an 'old colliery' marked on 
the first edition Ordnance Survey 25 inch map of c. 
1880 just north of Shaw House (centred SK 0095 
6340). Here there were at least six further shafts, 
some of which have surviving hillocks. This mine 
lies a short distance beyond the northern end of 
what was recorded earlier as Whiteshaw Colliery. 
Here, to the south-east of Shawtop, there is a 
cluster of at least 15 shaft mounds, centred at SK 
0110 6285, one with an access causeway. Further 
south-east, in the private fields below Summerhill 
Farm, there is a large shaft mound. 

In 1811 Farey recorded Blue Hills, Hazel 
Barrow and Whiteshaw Collieries as active. Only 
that at Hazel Barrow appears to have still been 
working in c. 1840, when the first Ordnance 
Survey map published in 1842 shows three shafts. 
The lack of depiction of features elsewhere 
suggests the other mines may have closed by this 
date, while the workings north of Shaw House may 
well have been developed later but had closed by 
c. 1880. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote and 
Phil Shaw. 



7. Birchen Booth Colliery, Quamford, 
Staffordshire. centred SK 0075 6720 

This small area of coal mining, now mostly on 
Open Access land, possibly exploiting the White 
Ash seam (or Yard Seam see below), although no 
coal exposure is shown on Geological Survey 
maps. On the shelf of land here, on Tum Edge 
Common below the Edge, there is a group of 14 
well-preserved shaft mounds, some with access 
causeways, with two further shaft mounds at a 
short distance further to the north-west. Two of 
the shafts in the cluster lie very close together 
suggesting two phases of working. The ground 
beyond the known north-western end of the 
colliery, down the steep valley side of the River 
Dane, was not inspected as it lies on private land, 
but it would not be surprising if there was once a 
sough or level driven from here. No coal mining is 
shown on Ordnance Survey maps from the 1842 
onwards, but the mining is recorded by Farey in 
1811 as Birchen Booth Colliery exploiting the 
Yard Seam, which he called the 'Second Coal' 
(although he may have been incorrect in this 
respect). He noted the mine had been worked 
'lately', suggesting extraction had recently ceased. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote and 
Phil Shaw. 

If you have information on any of the sites 
noted or would like to contribute to future 
issues of this series of notes, please contact: 
Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le 
Frith, High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 
814822) or John Bamatt, 21 The Front, 
Fairfield, Buxton, Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 
77923), (e-mail john.bamatt@btintemet.com). 

THE TOMLINSON COLLECTION OF 
ASHFORD BLACK MARBLE ORNAMENTS 

The Buxton Museum Art has recently 
acquired the Tomlinson Collection of Ashford 
Black Marble ornaments. Micheal Tomlinson was 
the recognised expert in Ashford Black Marble, the 
locally produced inlaid ornaments made as 
souvenirs in Derbyshire in the 19th century. 

Work is underway to display the collection in 
the Wonders of the Peak exhibition at the 
Museum. 
Paul Chandler 
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NEWCOMEN FIRE BAR 
During the removal of fill from a shaft on 

Yatestoop/Painterway vein Winster Derbyshire a 
fire bar has been discovered. It is known that 
Newcomen engines were operating on Yatestoop 
vein from 1716/ 19 and the fire bar could date from 
this period. 

The principal dimensions are:- 29in long, 5in 
deep and 3 Yi in wide. 
Dave Penney 

NEW MEMBERS 
The following were elected to membership of 

the Society at a recent Council Meeting:
] H Phillips, WHALEY BRIDGE 
P R Cousins, LICHFIELD 
G Coupe, YOULGRAVE 
M & S Swindell & family, MATLOCK 
B Spencer, MATLOCK 
M J Hopkinson, GLOSSOP 
M J & C J Gregg, HIGH PEAK 
D C Ettritch, ALFRETON 
G J & L P Philbrook, BAKEWELL 
J K Jacques, BARNSLEY 

COPY FOR THE OCTOBER EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of 
the Newsletter is 5 SEPTEMBER 2006. Copy, 

articles, photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

E-Mail:- wes@wtaylor44.fsnet.co.uk 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY LTD 
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Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, 
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