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VACANCY FOR THE POST OF EDITOR FOR 
THE PRESTIGIOUS PDMHS PUBLICATION 

"MINING HISTORY" 

Having been technical editor for successive volumes of "Mining History" since 1988, and 
managing editor since 2001, Dr Lynn Willies will retire at the end of the current volume. 
We therefore require a new editor to be in post within the next six months. 
Anyone who is interested in being considered for this post and/or requires any further 
information should contact:-
Evelyn Dixon, The Peak District Mines Historical Society, c/o The Peak District Mining 
Museum, Matlock Bath, Matlock, DE4 3NR. 

GOOD LUCK MINE 
Three years ago the society was offered the title to 

Good Luck by the owner, Ron Arnner, a long standing 
Society member. 

Advice on this offer was taken from our insurance 
company, mining experts and the steward of the Barmote 
Court. 

After many meetings and careful discussion of the 
aims, assets and liabilities of the society, the council of 
management felt that the responsibility on the Directors , 
who are the Trustees of the Society, was too great an 
imposition, so the offer was declined. 
M Luff Deputy Chairman 

TO ALL MEMBERS 
Notice is hearby given that the Thirty Second Annual 

General Meeting of the Peak District Mines Historical 
Society Limited will be held at 6.00pm on Saturday 25th 
November 2006 at the Peak District Mining Museum, The 
Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire. 

The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the 
meeting. 
By Order 
NG Nix 
Hon Secretary. 

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 
As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 

Association of the Company, the following Directors will 
retire at the Annual General Meeting:-

The Chairman 
The Deputy Chairman 
The Hon Treasurer 
The Hon Editor 
The Hon Recorder 
Two' ordinary members 

----

The Committee that was elected at the Thirty First 
Annual General Meeting, which was held on Saturday 26th 
November 2005, is as follows:

Chairman: 
Deputy Chairman: 
Hon Secretary: 
Hon Treasurer: 
Hon Recorder: 
Hon Editor: 
Ordinary Members: 

MrPSmith+ 
Mrs M Luff* 
MrN Nix 
MrD Gough* 
Mr R Paulson * 
Dr L M Willies * 
MrPHarvey 
Dr J Barnatt+ 
Mrs E M Dixon + 
Mrs N Adlam-Stiles 
MrKGregory 
Mr A Wood 

Those whose names are marked * are retiring as 
required by the Articles of Association and are eligible for 
re-election. Those whose names are marked + are retiring 
and are not eligible for re-election. 

Fully paid up Members of the Society, who are aged 18 
years and over, are invited to nominate Members of the 
Society (who themselves are fully paid up and who have 
consented to nomination) for the vacant posts on the 
Committee. 

Nominations are required for the positions of:
Chairman 
Deputy Chairman 
Hon Treasurer 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
Two Ordinary Members 

A nomination form is enclosed with this Newsletter for 
you to use. Any nomination will be accepted provided that it 
is in the format prescribed. All nominations must be 
received by Mr N Nix (Hon Secretary) by 11th November 
2006. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of 
delivery. 
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All nominations must be accompanied by a written 
curriculum vitae that will be included in the Agenda of the 
Annual General Meeting if a ballot is required to elect 
Directors. 

To save on postage costs, nominations for the 
Committee may be sent with Annual Dinner bookings to 
Mr J Thorpe, The Old Bakehouse, 2 Cobden Road,Matlock, 
DE4 3JR. 
Nigel Nix 
Hon Secretary 

FORTY SEVENTH PDMHS ANNUAL DlNNER 
The Forty Seventh Annual Society Dinner will be held 

on Saturday 25 November 2006 at the Temple Hotel, Temple 
Road, Matlock Bath. Please assemble in the lounge at 
7.00pm for dinner at 7.30pm. 

There will not be an after-dinner speaker this year. This 
will enable you to chat with your friends 

The menu will be similar to last year. 
The cost of the dinner will be £ 18.50 per head. 
Please use the booking form enclosed and send your 

remittance to John Thorpe, "The Old Bakehouse", 2 Cobden 
Road, MATLOCK, DE4 3JR 

Please book early and allow 14 days for the receipt of 
your tickets (SAE please). Tickets may also be collected 
from John Thorpe at the AGM. 

BARMOTE EVENT 2006 
The annual Barmote Event will take place on 

Wednesday 18 October 2006 at the Peak District Mining 
Museum, starting at 11.00am. 

The event continues the long tradition of mining 
regulation which has stretched over centuries. The meeting 
gives an opportunity to meet old friends anc:I new members 
and to visit the Museum and Temple Mine where new 
additions and exhibits are always on view. As usual, 
refreshments will be provided. 

Continuing with the successful innovation of last year, 
new members will receive their own invitation. The usual 
suspects need only ring the Museum (01629 583834) to 
give some idea of the catering requirements and the 
distribution of the customary clay pipes. Alas, or perhaps 
happily, the traditional tobacco is no longer provided. 
Jim Rieuwerts Foreman of the Wirksworth Barmote Court 

WILLIAM SARJEANT PARK. SASKATOON, 
CANADA 

PDMHS founder member, the late Bill Sarjeant, has 
had a park named after him in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, 
Canada. The naming of this park has nothing to do with his 
geological or mining interests. It is in honour of his work in 
the preservation of historic buildings in Saskatchewan. 
Trevor Ford 

LETTERS TO THE EDlTOR 
1. Society Publications 

It must be a difficult and often thankless task editing 
the Newsletter and Mining History. 

Inevitably different topics will be of differing degrees 
of interest to different members and I am sure it is necessary 
to draw a balance amongst the material submitted. I regard 
this balance as being about right and hope you will not act 
on Peter Naylor's comments in the last newsletter without 
taking further soundings amongst the membership. 
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I much enjoy the material on foreign mining, in 
particular Spain and India, and I know other members feel 
the same. These countries show the effect of the importation 
of British management and techniques and in many cases 
demonstrate the use of technology which has been long 
extinct here. As such they form an interesting adjunct to the 
study of mining in this country and I hope you will continue 
to find space for the odd article on overseas mining history. 
Philip Coates 

2. Mining History 
I very much agree with Mike Breakspear's letter in the 

last Newsletter. Mining History is an excellent publication, 
of which we should be proud, and our Editors (Lynn Willies 
and before him Trevor Ford) should be congratulated on 
developing a journal of high standard, well-presented, well
referenced, and with an international reputation. As a non
local member, that's what I subscribe to PDMHS for. The 
Flindall issue didn't particularly appeal to me (since my 
interests are more in the technology), but it was a well
researched contribution to the subject, and definitely within 
the range we should be covering. 

One of the strengths of Mining History is its A4 size, 
and the quality of illustrations and layout which makes this 
possible. It's a very different publication from British 
Mining, and long may it remain so. If we had to have a 
single model for journals on mining history I'd much prefer 
ours, but far better to keep the difference. Why have two 
journals both trying to do the same thing, when clearly 
there's some out there who prefer the British Mining 
approach, and others (myself emphatically included) who 
prefer the Mining History style? 
David Cranstone 

NEW MEMBERS 
G Coupe, BAKEWELL 
M & S Swindell & family, MATLOCK 
B Spencer, MATLOCK 
M J Hopkinson, GLOSSOP 
M J & CJ Gregg, CHAPEL-EN-LE-

FRITH 
D C Ettritch, ALFRETON 
G J & LP Philbrook, BAKEWELL 
K Jacques, BARNSLEY 

GOOD NEWS FROM THE TAX MAN 
When the Peak District Mining Museum was first 

opened on 14 February 1978 it was governed by a 
partnership of Peak District Mines Historical Society, 
Derbyshire Dales District Council and Derbyshire County 
Council. It was governed by a joint Management Committee 
which consisted of 3 persons from each organisation and 
who met on a quarterly basis. With effect from 31 March 
2001 the partnership was dissolved by the respective 
councils due to changes in government legislation. However, 
this was not ratified until 26 July 2004 when the agreement 
was finally signed. 

Effectively, from 1 April 2001, the Society and the 
Museum became one organisation. 

For many years the Museum has been registered for 
VAT, but given the change in circumstance, and the fact that 
the Society is a registered charity, I looked into the 
possibility of claiming Cultural Exemption on admission 
charges, ie no VAT collected on admission charges. This 
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exemption was granted and as a result, the Museum's 
turnover is now below the current VAT threshold. We have 
therefore de-registered for VAT. However, if the Museum 
and Society joint turnover exceeds the threshold in the 
future, it will then become necessary to register and pay the 
tax again. 

The Charity Commission informed us that they 
required a consolidated set of accounts and, to comply with 
this, the financial year end of the Society was changed to 31 
March to fall in line with the Museum. 

The next challenge was to apply for Gift Aid in respect 
of Museum Admission Charges. The Society already 
benefits from members who "gift aid" their annual 
subscription. 

I am pleased to inform you that HMRC has agreed to 
the Museum being granted Gift Aid and I am hoping to put 
this was put into practice on 1 July 2006. 
Robin Hall 

SOCIETY MEETS 

1. Rhyd Alyn Mine Near Mold. North Wales 
Saturday 14 October 2006 (or Sunday 15th) 
Leader: Nigel Nix 
A rare opportunity to descend through old lead 

workings to the MILWR (Sea level) TUNNEL There are a 
large number of fixed ladders and some short sections of 
fixed line where the prudent may wish to use a belt and 
karabiner. Total descent (and ascent) of 500ft with some 
wading at the bottom. 

Meet at Cilcain Bridge near Pantymwyn at 10.00am. 
For further details and to book, contact Nigel Nix Tel: 

01298 214110. 

2. Lafarge Cement Works and Quarry. Hope 
Tuesday 17 October 2006 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
A Land Rover will transport us around this huge 

complex. Party size limited to 8. 
The visit will start at 10.00am and the duration will be 

4hrs. Wear boilersuit, wellies or sturdy boats. All other PPE 
will be provided. Bring a camera. No need for packed 

· lunch, as there is a canteen on site. 
Thanks to Society member John Mills for arranging 

this meet. 
To book your place, contact Paul Chandler. Tel: 01246 

220773. 

3. Great Masson Cavern, Matlock Bath 

Tuesday 24 October 2006 

Leader(s); Paul Chandler & Tony Wood 

The complex and extensive Masson system is part 
natural/mined, having been mined mainly for lead. There are 
a couple of large and impressive natural caverns. 

It is interesting from both the geological and 
mineralisation perspective. It is full of interest, from very 
early "woodpecker" pick working to hand picked coffin 
levels and relatively modem mining artefacts. Most of the 
passages are of walking size and they are generally dry. 

There will be two similar easy grade trips. Wear 
boilersuit or oversuit, bring knee pads if you have them. 
Lighting will need to be 'hands free'. Both trips will be 
limited to l 0 persons. Preference will be given to Society 
members who have not visited the Masson system before. 
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To book your place/further details/equipment hire contact 
Paul Chandler. Tel: 01246 220773. 

Thanks to "Heights of Abraham" for allowing access to 
the Masson system via the Show Cave. 

For further information on the Masson system, see 
"Lead Mining in the Peak District" edited by TD Ford & J 
H Rieuwerts (2000 edition), plus various PDMHS Bulletins 
& Mining History. 

4. Chelmorton Area Walk 
Wednesday l November 2006 
Leader Paul Chandler 
Meet 10.00am at Wye Dale car park, off the A6 

opposite Topley Pike Quarry (NGR SK 104725). This 
midweek meet is the first of three trial meets and if 
successful they could become a regular feature of the 
Society Meets Programme. This first walk passes entrances 
to various mines and caves and a "working quarry". The 
walk is graded easy and is about 6 miles in length. Mostly 
level terrain on good footpaths with a small amount of 
tarmac walking. Bring usual walking gear, packed lunch and 
drink, camera and OS map White Peak Explorer OL24. Well 
behaved dogs on leads welcome. Walking route as follows; 
Wye Dale (Car park) - Deep Dale - Horseshoe Dale -
Stemdale Moor (A5 l 5) - Chelmorton - Wye Dale. 

5. Exploring Derbyshire Mines and Soughs 
Tuesday 7 November 2006 
Presenter: Peter Hague. 
Venue: Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath 
Time: 7.15pm to 9.30pm 
This video evening is a chance to visit various 

Derbyshire mines and soughs the easy way, without getting 
wet, muddy, cold, sore knees etc. A varied selection of 
videos will be shown, including PDMHS visits to Cromford 
Sough, Wapping Mine, Goodluck Mine, Alport Smelt Mill 
and Magpie Sough. NB-For your comfort, bring a cushion, 
the seats are hard. 

6. Mining Heritage Walk. Alport Area 
Sunday 12 November 2006 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Details are available from Tony Wood. Tel: 01629 

650162(Home) or 0797 4 318825(Mobile ). 

7. Peakshole Sough. Castleton 
Wednesday 15 November 2006 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 10.00am at Castleton village car park 
This is an opportunity to explore this little known 

Derbyshire sough. It is an easy/moderate grade dry trip, 
other than wellie depth water at entrance. Wear boilersuit or 
oversuit. Bring knee pads for optional crawly bits. There is a 
series of fixed ladders to reach upper part of mine. Bring 
your camera to record the mine artefacts and fine examples 
of mineralisation. An additional part of this visit is to make a 
start on the mine clean up so bring some gloves. Bring 
packed lunch and drink. A follow up trip will be held on a 
Sunday in 2007 for those Society members unable to attend 
this midweek trip. For further information, see PDMHS 
Bulletin Vol 9, No 3 (1985). 
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8. "Exclusive and Secret Derbyshire Mines and Soughs 
Revealed" Part 2 

Tuesday 21 November 2006 
Presenter: Paul Chandler 
Venue: Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath 
Time: 7.30pm to 9.30pm 
Following the very well attended first presentation in 

January 2006, this presentation is a unique opportunity to 
see slides taken in more "Exclusive and Secret Locations", 
such as Brimstone Dyke Mine and Sough (Ashover), 
Edgerake Sough (Tideswell), Hanging Flat Mine (Middleton 
Dale), Merry Tom Level (Via Gellia), Neptune Mine 
(Cressbrook Dale), Pindale End Mine (Hope), Pleasant 
Valley Spar Mine (Wheston), Riber Mine (Matlock), Side 
Mime (Matlock Bath), Stoke Sough (Froggatt) and Magpie 
Mine and Sough (Sheldon) (2006 update), plus other 
Soughs, whose names will be revealed on the night. 

As a bonus, a brief foray over the border into 
Staffordshire will be undertaken, to include the following 
mines; Daisy Know! Gritstone Mine (Longnor), Royledge 
Mine (Upper Elkstone) and the Ecton Mines. NB-For your 
comfort, bring a cushion, the seats are hard. 

9. Hathersage and Ringinglow Areas walk 
Wednesday 29 November 2006 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet I O.OOam at Millstone Edge car park (A6 l 87) 

near Surprise View (NGR- SK 2515801). 
Two short walks, the first examining the Gritstone 

Industries around Hathersage Moor and the second, Coal 
Mining in the Ringinglow area. 

Walk details: Hathersage Moor is an easy grade walk 
on moorland paths and is about 4 miles in length. 

Walk route as follows: Millstone Edge (CP) - Millstone 
Edge Carl Wark Burbage Bridge - Millstone Edge(CP). 
Walk mainly on OS map "Dark Peak" Explorer OL I. 

After lunch following a short drive to Whirlow Brook 
for the Ringinglow area on the outskirts of Sheffield, there is 
an easy grade 3 mile walk in a wooded valley, plus some 
field and road walking. 

Walk route : Whirlow Brook(CP) - Limb Valley 
Copperas House -Smeltings Farm - Wigley Fann - Whiliow 
Brook(CP). 

For both walks, bring usual walking gear, packed lunch 
and a drink. For further information on Ringinglow coal 
mining, see PDMHS Bulletin Vol l 0, No I (1987). 

l 0. Ashford Black Marble Mine. Ashford in the Water 
Tuesday 5 December 2006 
Leader: Tony Wood 
This evening, easy grade, dry trip is ideal for novices. 

It is mainly along large walking size passages. 
The party size is limited to 15. Reference: "Derbyshire 

Black Marble" by J M Tomlinson PDMHS Special 
Publication No 4, 1996. To book your place and for further 
information, please contact Tony Wood. Tel: 01629-650162 
(Home) or 07974-318825 (Mobile). 

11. Mining Heritage Walk - Ashford and Bakewell 
Sunday I 0 December 2006 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Details are available from Tony Wood. Tel: 01629 

650162 (Home) or 0797 4 318825 (Mobile). 
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12. Good Luck Mine. Via Gellia 
Christmas Special trip 
Tuesday 19 December 2006 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
An underground trip with a difference. Experience a 

lead mine how the original miner saw it by candle light. A 
trip back in time to the 18th Century. Easy, dry trip. 
Walking/stooping passages only will be visited. Party size 
limited to I 0. 

Equipment required: candle(s) and holder, matches, 
Bradda or leather hat or flat cap, Clogs?, old clothes or 
boilersuit, gloves (optional). 

Evening visit. Duration of visit: !Yi hrs (approx), 
followed by drink in a local pub. 

To book your place and for further details, contact Paul 
Chandler. Tel: 01246 220773 

13. White Peak Edges Walk. Bastow 
Monday l January 2007 - New Years Day 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 9.45am for 10.00am at Baslow village "Pay & 

Display" car park (NGR SK25872 l ). 
A great way to start the New Year with a refreshing 

walk with, hopefully, excellent views from the three edges, 
namely Froggatt, Curbar and Bastow. 

The walk is graded easy/moderate and is about 7 miles 
long. Good paths throughout, with only one steepish, rocky 
ascent up onto Froggatt Edge. Some road walking. The first 
part of walk is on the Derwent Valley Heritage Way. 

Bring usual walking gear, packed lunch and drink. 
Also worth bringing a camera, binoculars and copy of OS 
map White Peak Explorer OL24. Well behaved dogs 
welcome. No need to book. Guests welcome. Joint walk 
with Masoon Caving Group. 

For further details of the route or any other walk query, 
contact Paul Chandler. Tel: 01246 220773. 

14. Mining Heritage Walk Lathkill Dale 
Sunday 7 January 2007 
Meet at I 0.30am at Over Haddon Car Park 
Further details are available from Tony Wood. Tel: 

01629 650162 (Home) or 07974 318825 (Mobile). 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 2007 
The 2007 conference and field meet is being hosted by 

the Tamar Mining Group in association with other West of 
England based NAMHO member organisations and will 
take place over the weekend of the 15 - 17 June 2007. 

The Tamar valley is an obvious location for a NAMIJO 
conference. Few British mining fields can claim such a rich 
and diverse metal mining heritage. There is documented 
mining history dating back to the 1290s, John Taylor learnt 
his trade in the district and we can boast Britain's premier 
copper and arsenic mine: Devon Great Consols. The 
importance of the Tamar Valley has been internationally 
recognised with its inclusion in the UNESCO Cornish 
Mines World Heritage Site bid. Mining aside, the Tamar 
Valley is one of the most beautiful and unspoilt corners of 
Britain. 

The Tamar Valley has a massive potential for 
conference field trips. Above ground highlights include John 
Taylor's Tavistock Canal, Morwellham and the well 
preserved remains of the arsenic industry. Below ground we 
have an embarrassment of riches ranging from a miners train 
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ride into the George & Charlotte Mine, to the vertical 
delights of Devon Great Consols which boasts some of the 
finest accessible mine timbering in the British Isles. We aim 
to offer trips for all standards of ability from easy walking to 
technical SRT. 

It would greatly assist the planning of the event if you 
would register your interest in attending the conference on 
line at www.tamarmining.co.uk 

NAMHO Newsletter 

MINE LEVELS IN MARKS DALE. VIA GELLIA SK 
254.563 

Marks Dale is located off the south side of the Via 
Gellia valley just west of Rider Point in the private liberty of 
Griffe Grange (i.e. it is not in Wirksworth Wapentake). The 
Peak Advertiser of 8 May 2006 featured on p53 an article by 
Sally Mosley, entitled "Walking with Alfie Ible" that 
included a photograph and description of the western level 
entrance at the above location. She reported that the Mining 
Museum had been unable to answer her request for 
information about the mine. However, in 1971 I had 
compiled an unpublished report on these workings. 

There is an adit entrance on both sides of Marks Dale 
along the same vein about 5m above the valley floor, each 
with a large coe but only small tips. Both are easy walking 
levels, straight with no side passages but rather liable to 
collapse. That on the west side is blocked after l 5m by a fall 
of red clay and limestone rubble. Digging would be 
pointless because the tip is so small. A similar small adit 
20m SW is totally collapsed, with tiny hollows from run-in 
shafts above. About 40m NW of the open adit, the 
Barmasters' Map marks the parallel Griffe Paddock Vein, 
which is mentioned in 1738 (Book 52 p62). 

The eastern adit is more substantial, 55m to a natural 
end at about 140° true, with a 30 cm gauge railway of iron 
rails most of the way. For the first 50m, this level is in the 
Griffe Grange Limestone, so loose and blocky that drilling 
was not required, after which the rock becomes more solid, 
perhaps in the Hoptonwood beds. The vein consists of 
sparse amounts of white calcite strings in red clay, nowhere 
more than 30cm in total width, with no galena obvious. A 
plan of veins in work dating from 1725 in the Gell 
Collection (DRO D258/ l 7/24/3) marks this vein as Red 
Rake but only in the field east of Marks Dale where five 
shafts are shown on it. A cross vein just inside these fields is 
named as White Rake but this is not visible in the level. As 
early as 1658, ore was measured at "Markdale" Mine by 
William Phillips and at Red Rake by Peter Wigley (DRO 
258 44/6w). The 1725 plan marks an unnamed vein along 
the floor of the south end of Marks Dale with 23 shafts on it. 

The word "Fouslow" is written on this plan adjacent in 
the woods, which were known as "Fouslow Wood" in 1740 
(Brnrs Bk 52 p94). Mining records from cl874-1920 
mention Fowslow Wells Mine and the modem appearance of 
the levels and coes implies that they must be part of these 
recent workings. However, they evidently yielded no 
mineral and so the main workings must be at some other 
unknown site. The only substantial shafts on the vein are 
300m SE of the valley floor. Annual reports of HM 
Inspector of Mines list Joseph Evans ofMiddleton-by
Wirksworth as owning "Fowslow Wells" Mine in the Via 
Gellia from cl874-89 and then "Thurslow Well" from 
cl91 l-18. Other name variations include Farslow Well, 
Faeslow Well, Fowlow Well, and Fawslow Wells. Ten tons 
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ofbaryte were produced in 1879, and there were two men 
underground in 1911, one in 1912, one on the surface in 
1913, one underground plus one on the surface in 1914. 
Aaron Stevenson's diary (in the DRO) indicates that 
Fowslow Wells produced about five loads of lead ore 
annually during cl879-84. 

The name "Fowslow Wells" is puzzling because it is 
not mentioned in the early records and there are no springs 
in this area. Some springs in the Via Gellia failed after the 
watertable was lowered by Cromford and Meerbrook 
Soughs. As noted by Jim Rieuwerts, the only sough recorded 
in Marks Dale was to be driven by an agreement made in 
1735 but it did not have a tail to day, instead emptying into 
"a swallet called Mark Dale" (DRO 0258/ 18/17 /5). 

Fowslow Wells Mine was owned by Joseph Evans of 
Middleton-by-Wirksworth who was a lead miner and a 
Wirksworth Barmoot Court Juryman. Born in 1847, he is 
recorded in the Census returns with his family in Water Lane 
until 1901 when he was at The Lanes. His son Joseph, born 
in 1874, was a limestone dresser (John Palmer's website). 
An odd legend was related to the present writer in 1971 by 
Cyril Maddocks, a very knowledgeable spar miner who had 
worked Ball Eye Mine during the 1950s. 

According to this, the last owner of the ad its in Marks 
Dale hid a box of gold sovereigns in their workings, which 
had never been found. It seems more likely that the mine
owner had remarked words to the effect that he had wasted a 
box full of gold sovereigns financing this futile trial. 
Roger Flindall 

BOOK REVIEW 
1. "Rocks and Scenery of the Peak District" by Trevor D 
Ford. 2006, Landmark Publishing, Ashbourne, 96pp. Cost 
£7. 

This is a slightly updated version of the first edition 
published by Landmark in 2002. Trevor Ford's preface to the 
work states; 

"This little book attempts to put the story in layman's 

language so one does not need to be a professional geologist 

to understand it all" 
This it certainly accomplishes, taking the reader 

through a journey of 350 million years, beginning with the 
Carboniferous Period and extending to the present day. The 
book contains much informative reading, for the most part 
easy to understand, and many visitors to the Peak District 
will find it an extremely useful pocket guide. The book is 
divided into eighteen small sections, or mini-chapters. The 
final one, "Areas of Special Interest" will be especially 
welcome in this respect. 

The book is well produced. It is profusely illustrated 
not only by diagrams and sketch maps, but by many 
splendid photographs of surface geology and underground 
scenes, many of which are not accessible to the general 
tourist. Many of the diagrams will be familiar to readers of 
"Lead Mining in the Peak District". 

The individual sections, or mini-chapters, begin with 
the Carboniferous Limestone, the igneous rocks within the 
limestones, followed by discussion of the shales and 
sandstones of the Millstone Grit. The sections explain the 
relative ages of these rocks and their modes of formation. 
The different types of limestone, for example those formed 
in reefs, or in lagoons, are explained at length. The 
complexities of sedimentation of shales and sandstones are 



explained in easy to understand stages, though some 
academic words and terms are not explained. Diagrams 
illustrate what to look for at various exposures in the Peak 
District. 

The book goes on to describe the nature of the faulting 
and folding responsible for much of what we see at present. 
There are excellent photographs of the intense folding in 
Clayton Mine, Ecton, and in the nearby Royledge Mine. A 
surface photograph shows the well known surface exposure 
at Apes Tor, Ecton. 

After a brief look at mines and minerals, Trevor turns 
his attention to more recent geological events. There is an 
informative account of the all too often neglected "Pocket 
Deposits", clays and sands deposited in collapsed solution 
hollows in the tract of largely dolomitised limestone country 
running from Blakemoor, past Friden and Newhaven, south 
eastwards to Brassington Moor and Carsington Pastures. 
The sands have been quarried for manufacture of silica 
refractory bricks. Again, the section is accompanied by two 
useful diagrams and two good photographs. 

There is a splendid layman's account of"The Great Ice 
Age". This is followed by several one page sections 
covering many diverse landforms such as Rivers and 
Drainage; Dry Valleys; Edges and Tors; Loess (I am not sure 
whether the exposures on Old Moor, Castleton are still 
visible); and Landslips. This latter includes the classic Mam 
Tor landslip which is still active and has gradually 
obliterated several hundred yards of the former Castleton
Chapel-en-le-Frith road. The page about Tu fa informs us 
that one source was quarried in Monsal Dale, some being 
used in the Winter Gardens, Blackpool. The book finishes 
with brief descriptions of Screes, Peat and Caves, followed 
by the "Areas of Special Interest" referred to above. 

There are one or two minor criticisms. A chronological 
table showing the geological periods covered, their ages and 
duration and the occurrences and relationships of the rocks 
within them would have helped non-geologists to see at a 
glance the evolution of Derbyshire from the Carboniferous 
Period to the present time. 

A glossary would have been most useful. Whilst 
Trevor has tried to keep academic terms to a minimum, a 
very difficult task at all times, the layman will almost 
certainly find difficulty understanding words and terms such 
as "migrating fluviatile channel", "distal turbidite apron" 
and "foreset bedding". 

Some photographs may be difficult to reconcile with 
the accompanying explanations such as the almost 
indistinguishable relationship between lava and limestone at 
Black Rock Corner near Ashford (page 23), equally so the 
difference between reef and shallow water limestones at 
High Tor, Matlock and the bland picture of solifluction 
deposits at Rushup (pages 50 and 51 ). The caption for the 
photograph of the River Lathkilldale is interesting. 

Trevor discusses the igneous "toadstones" and quotes 
the usual explanations for the origin of the word, but he does 
not include the arguably more common terms used by the 
lead miners for these rocks such as channel and blackstone. 

The book is highly recommended to anyone who is 
interested in the Peak District and its rocks, mines and 
minerals. It will find a place on the bookshelves of many 
professional geologists as well as amatuers and complete 
beginners. 
Dr Jim Rieuwerts 
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2. "The Oldham Coalfield" by Jack Nadin. Published by 
Tempus 2006. ISBN 0 7524 2945 0. PB with 192 pages and 
I 00 illustrations. Size 248mm x I 72mm. Cost £ 17. 99. 

This book covers the same subject as "Oldham Coal" 
by Gerry Fanning (Monograph ofNMRS, British Mining 
No 68, December 2001) but tackles the subject in a very 
different way. Nadin gives the information in great detail on 
each of nearly 200 mines whereas Fanning concentrates on 
the "big four" and the "persistent minnows". 

Nadin's book collects together information on each 
named mine in alphabetical order from a great number of 
sources. He accepts that often a mine would take the name 
from its temporary occupier and a new name when a fresh 
operator moved in. It is also accepted that many are names 
only, that the actual location is not known and they may be 
the same mine as one described under another name 
elsewhere. However, every effort has been made to pin 
point the operation being referred to. 

It is a painstaking piece of work, a model that could be 
used to advantage on most coalfields. It is what the present 
reviewer wanted to do for the Coalbrookdale Coalfield, but 
the effort and time involved always eluded him. Nadin has 
reproduced portions of a variety of large scale maps to 
indicate the position of many of the old mines, which must 
be of great interest to the people who now live in that 
location. They show shafts, reservoirs, tips and railways as 
well as the contemporary housing, chapels etc. 

This is a book well worth having, it has an excellent 
index, but like Fanning, the author has found very few 
photos of the mines. 
Dr Ivor Brown 

CATALOGUING OF THE BRITISH STEEL 
COLLECTION - CUMBRIA RECORD OFFICE 

Cumbria Record Office has been funded to catalogue 

documents in the British Steel Collection covering the 

Workington Iron and Steel Co, and including records related 

to the mines they controlled. The project is scheduled for 

completion within two years and will provide a useful 

resource for mining historians. 

NAMHO Newsletter 

SOCIETY PROJECTS 
Over the years the Council of Management of the 

Society has both approved and supported many projects that 
have been carried out by individual Society members and 
groups of Society members. 

The Council of Management will continue with this 
practice. Any members wishing to have support from the 
Society for a project that they are working on, or propose to 
carry out, should contact the Secretary. 

THE MINES OF LATHKILL DALE 
In 2005 the Peak District National Park Authority 

was commissioned by English Nature and English 
Heritage to do a multi-period archaeological assessment 
of the Lathkill Dale National Nature Reserve, which 
extends from Monyash down to Over Haddon. This 
survey, undertaken by the author, included the well
known mines here and many smaller mines besides. A 
detailed report has now been completed (viewable upon 
request at the National Park Office in Bakewell). The 
report is designed to facilitate joint management and 
sustained conservation of the archaeology of the dale, 
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both by English Nature who have responsibility for the 
Dale as not only a National Nature Reserve, but also a 
Special Area of Conservation (an international 
designation) and a Site of Special Scientific Interest, 
and by English Heritage as the core mine sites are a 
Scheduled Monument. 

This note confines itself to summarising some of the 
new observations/discoveries made. For a more general 
description and history, see Jim Rieuwerts' excellent book 
'Lathkill Dale, Derbyshire: its Mines and Miners' the second 
edition of which was published by Landmark in 2000. 

Mandate Mine 
The fine but ruined Cornish engine house, at SK 1965 

6614, had conservation work carried out last year by English 
Heritage and English Nature. This and the adjacent capped 
shaft, a wheel pit for a c. 35 feet diameter waterwheel used 
for pumping, its launder channel, a boiler house flue and 
chimney base, the sough tail, an inclined level entrance, and 
massive but robbed waste hillocks, are all well known. 
There are also two further capped shafts, the platform for a 
gin engine, a working platform, a dressing floor, parts of 
which are paved, traces of 3 small buildings (in 1846, one a 
"smithy/storehouse", another a "shed"), and small quarries 
dug for stone for the buildings, etc. The walls of the boiler 
house for the steam engine cannot now be traced, but this 
probable lay immediately north-east of the engine house. It 
should be noted that the walled platform within the large 
depression containing the engine shaft and wheel pit is not 
an original feature but was built during a foolhardy opening 
of the shaft by a group of scouts several decades ago, when 
the adjacent chamber at sough level was accessed. 

Much of what can still be seen at Mandate Mine dates 
to the 1840s when this part of Manda le Rake and the 
adjacent Pasture Rake became the focus for mining activity, 
although the shaft and gin platform outside the incline level 
entrance may well be earlier (as is the sough, although this 
was remodelled in the 1840s). Detailed inspection of the 
remains raises many questions about features here and how 
they were used. 

A careful examination of the bob wall of the engine 
house, while scaffolded for conservation, has brought into 
focus significant questions about the exact date and 
character of the engine installed here. What is known for 
certain from documentary sources is that both the large 
waterwheel and a steam engine were proposed in the 
Mandate Mining Company prospectus of 1839, when this 
company was being set up. The wheel was installed in 
1840-41 and a steam engine by Graham and Co. of Elsecarr, 
with a 65 inch cylinder, was installed for pumping in 1847. 
However, the bob wall has curious features. Its lower part is 
built in limestone, while the upper section is in sandstone 
ashlar. Both parts have vertical recessed slots for strapping 
the beam mounting. There is also a large atypical 
rectangular opening in the lower wall offset from the central 
axis, which is not a normal feature at Cornish pumping 
engine houses. While superficial inspection of the 
strapping-bolt slots in the upper and lower walls suggests 
they go together, as they are placed at the same distance 
from the central axis, this is not the case. The lower slots 
are recessed further into the wall and this corresponds with 
holes for the bolts which have been drilled through lintels, 
etc. At the bottom of the upper ashlar wall there are four 
protruding iron plates, one per strap, each with a hole for the 
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strapping bolt. While these holes align with the bolt slots 
going upwards, there are no offset holes in the plates for any 
bolts going downwards. This clearly indicates that the lower 
strapping slots, which were subsequently been filled with 
stone, were redundant at the time the upper strapping was 
put in place. The presence of strapping bolts at engine 
houses is usually taken as an indicator that the engine was 
double acting and thus used for winding (and sometime 
pumping as well). This raises interesting questions about 
what we know from documentary sources. 

Clearly, the building has two phases and the design 
was modified during the construction of what we see today. 
The questions are - what is the date of the earlier phase and 
why was the house modified? Both could date to 1847 and 
in this interpretation the house design was presumably 
modified due to concerns over the strength of the bob wall, 
or because the house was started with another engine in 
mind but the order was changed or the purchase of the first 
fell through. Another possibility, in line with the Company's 
original intentions, is that an engine house was started in 
1840-42 but never completed at this date. 

Two payments, totalling£ 175, were made to the 
Butterley Company in Ripley in 1842, who were well 
known engine manufacturers (along with many other iron 
products). While it is unstated what they were making for 
Mandate Mine, and given that Rieuwerts has argued this 
order is unlikely to be connected with the waterwheel as it 
was recently installed and unlikely to have needed new 
parts, this opens the possibility that the payments were for 
preliminary work on a steam engine. However, this sum is 
clearly not enough to make and erect a new engine. Unless 
the order was cancelled at an early stage, or a second hand 
engine was having selected parts replaced but then proved 
unsuitable, the money must have been paid for manufacture 
of other equipment. 

A strong argument can be made for the planning if not 
the commencement of an engine house in 1839-40, as the 
arrangement of the waterwheel and engine house form an 
integrated whole. If on starting mining there had been a 
change of plan (when compared to the prospectus) and it 
had been decided to only build a waterwheel, then the 
arrangement of wheel in relation to the shaft is unduly 
complex. The orientation of the wheel, as built, made the 
connection of this to pump rods difficult and it would have 
been much simpler for the wheel to have been erected at 
right-angles to its actual position, an arrangement that was 
usually adopted at mine waterwheels used for pumping. 

The reasons for abandonment of a project to install the 
postulated engine in the early 1840s may be illuminated by a 
shareholders report dating to May 1842; clearly the ore 
deposits being found in the two levels driven along the vein 
below sough level were proving disappointing. In the upper 
of the two levels, at 9 fathoms, good ore had not been found 
and it had already been abandoned. The lower level, at 15 
fathoms, was still being developed. Ore output here had 
been poor, but the level was approaching a point where good 
ore had previously been left 'standing in water'. Perhaps the 
rich ore never materialised at this depth or it was thought 
that the financial risk of not finding it was too great. Ore 
output increased radically from 1843 and continued at high 
levels until 1849 and this has been interpreted as indicating 
both levels below the sough did indeed continue to be driven 
throughout this period (Rieuwerts 2000, p. 72). However, 
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between 1842 and 184 7 the high output may alternatively 
have been derived from further to the north-west as the 
sough was extended. Thus, the actual installation of the 
steam pumping engine in 1847 may signify renewed interest 
in mining below sough level in this part of the mine after a 
break from 1842. There appears to be no evidence to 
suggest that the engine shaft was ever deepened below the 
15-fathom level as originally intended in 1839. Instead 
work concentrated on the two haulage levels at 9 and 15 
fathoms, which were eventually extended for upwards of a 
further 900 feet north-westwards (Rieuwerts 2000, p. 48). If 
the same rates of drivage were maintained as in 1841-2, then 
this would suggest only 2-3 years work (i.e. 184 7-9) rather 
than more than double this total, had continuous drivage 
from 1842 taken place (all this said, I have not had the 
opportunity to examine the mine account books, which may 
confirm or refute the suggestion made here). It may well be 
that the waterwheel could not cope easily with the water at 
the 15 fathoms level, contrary to the expectations raised in 
the 1839 prospectus. Faced with this, in 1842 the company 
perhaps at first tried to exploit the far reaches of the sough 
rather than risk further failure below sough level, where the 
vein had so far not proved rich; this uncertain venture would 
have incurred the cost of a steam engine with no promise of 
recouping this money. It may be that the engine was 
installed in 184 7, only after the mining at sough level well 
to the north-west started showing signs of running out of ore 
deposits that were financially viable, thus the only place left 
to try was below sough level by driving the levels 
abandoned in 1842 further westwards. 

The presence of the atypical opening in the bob wall 
and the presence of strapping bolts may suggest both the 
proposed initial engine and that actually installed in 1847 (as 
new strapping bolts were included and the hole left open) 
were designed to be used for winding as well as pumping. 
This in tum raises the interesting possibility that the engine 
was used for hauling mine wagons up the incline (was the 
atypical hole in the bob wall for a cable from a small 
winding drum placed internal to the house, placed here due 
to the restricted nature of the site?). Large amounts of ore 
were brought out of the mine in the 1840s and the incline 
level, which went down to sough level and the 9 fathom 
level below, is too steep for tubs to be manhandled to 
surface. While the gin engine near the entrance could 
perhaps have been used for this purpose, it was certainly 
operating on the shaft here, bringing ore from the 15 fathom 
level in the mine; it would seem an inefficient and unduly 
complex arrangement for this engine to have worked both. 
An alternative, that ponies were used, as far as I am aware, 
is not indicated in the mine accounts. However, the 
possibility of steam winding here remains little more than 
speculation; archaeological investigations of the engine 
house are needed to see if evidence for a fly wheel can be 
found to confirm this suggestion. 

Inspection of features underground, at the engine shaft 
and wheelpit, again raise questions. The base of the wheel 
pit at sough level was originally open to day but was later 
walled up. It is unclear whether this blocking took place 
after the strong arched supports for the wheel axle at sough 
level were completed, or if this blocking was introduced, for 
reasons unknown, after the wheel was removed. The barrel
vaulted chamber adjacent to the engine shaft at sough level 
was probably open to day at the now choked far end and 
thus could be entered here for machinery maintenance. It 
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has previously been suggested that it contained gearing, etc., 
for linking the waterwheel to the pump rods (Rieuwerts 
2000, p. 88). However, another equally-likely possibility is 
that it (also?) contained a balance bob, placed here because 
of the limited space available at surface. While the shaft 
was never deep enough to require one, it was the Company's 
stated intention in 1839 to sink deeper than actually 
happened. 

Bateman's House 
The ruins here, at SK 1943 6584, have been conserved 

by English Heritage and English Nature, with public access 
and interpretation put in place, and are well worth a visit. It 
is now possible to safely inspect the shaft under the 
building, via steps, where hand-cranked lighting has been 
installed down to sough level. 

Careful examination of the conserved ruins confirms 
that a single-roomed building with a wide door (later 
narrowed) was erected first, for industrial purposes, placed 
directly over the northern of two adjacent shafts. This 
building is thought to be associated with the installation of 
the well-known Daykeyne engine at sough level in around 
1830. At this time it is likely that both shafts were open 
down to sough level, and the southern one (which was sunk 
in the l 81

h century) went deeper and was used for pumping 
up to this level from deep workings in Lathkill Dale Vein 
which were mined in the late 1820s and early 1830s. This 
second shaft was probably only later partly filled, after ore 
ceased being extracted from this part of the mine. Only the 
top section was retained to gain access to the adjacent 
northern shaft under the building (once this was sealed at 
surface with the conversion to a dwelling); the sides of the 
filled shaft are still visible at the floor level within the lodge 
connecting the two. 

As with Mandate Mine, there are still many questions 
to be answered. Details of exactly where the engine was 
installed underground remain unresolved; the chamber at the 
base of the northern shaft has no obvious notches for 
timbers, etc. to confirm installation here. This matter will 
probably remain unanswered unless access can be gained to 
the original l 8'h century sough which runs under the 
southern shaft (but which may well be filled with shaft 
backfill); the present sough 'branch' under the northern shaft 
was presumably created at the time the Daykeyne Engine 
was installed, to separate the sough water from upstream 
from that being pumped from depth. Similarly, how ore was 
raised to surface, presumably by gin engine at the southern 
shaft, is now not obvious because of later modifications to 
the site. 

Later, probably in 1835, the building was converted for 
use as the mine agent's house. It was enlarged sometime 
between 1836 and 1846 (as shown by maps of 1836-40 and 
1846). Examination ofold photographs of the buildings, 
taken when much more survived, suggest that the north 
wing of the house, which at ground level was a large non
domestic room (either for storage or a workshop), had a 
fireplace upstairs. This raises the previously unrecognised 
possibility that this first floor room was a mine office of 
common Derbyshire type (i.e. of two storeys with the office 
on the first floor), although this remains speculation as no 
new documentary research has as yet been undertaken to 
confirm this. Adjacent to a small 'room' added to the side of 
the north wing sometime after 1846, the removal of collapse 
rubble during conservation exposed a small flue which as 
yet defies a convincing explanation; it suggests that some 
form of minor industrial/workshop activity continued at the 
time the agent lived here. The whole site was ruined by 
1861 at the latest. 
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Lathkill Dale Mine 
This mine, the main part of which ran for about 700m 

close to the north bank of the river and is centred at SK 1905 
6580, is well-known and has a surviving large but part
infilled/collapsed wheel pit (at SK 1918 6579), a launder 
breast wall, a gin circle and footings of small buildings 
nearby, sites of shafts (some capped and possibly open), a 
powder house (at SK 1937 6583), working platforms, a 
belland yard wall, hillocks (some reworked) and two 
shallow opencuts. Bateman's House was also part of this 
mine. 

The waterwheel, which had a diameter of 52 feet, was 
installed in 1836 and was described in 1846 as 'the largest but 
one in the Kingdom'. The largest is thought to be that at the 
Wheel and Bosweddon Mine in Cornwall, which had a 
diameter of65 feet (Phil Shaw pers. comm.); that at Laxey was 
not installed until 1854. A map of 1836-40 is annotated 'wheel 
and lodges' suggesting there was more that one shaft; in 
contrast a map of 1846 shows only one shaft. These detailed 
maps show a significantly more-complex set of structures at 
the wheelpit than is apparent today. The waterwheel's western 
end, where the launder entered, was surmounted by a small 
square building. Flanking the wheelpit to its north side was a 
long narrow structure, probably a sunken 'slot' for fittings to 
attached the wheel to apparatus in and above a shaft to the 
north-west; the presence of this shaft is strongly suggested by 
the slot extending beyond the wheel here and having a semi
circular end. There was a similar but shorter 'slot' on the 
southern side of the wheelpit, this one extended south
eastwards and again had a semi-circular end; the existence of a 
shaft here is confirmed by the 1846 map. Thus, the evidence 
shown on these two maps, when taken together, may well 
suggest that in the late 1830s there were two shafts directly 
associated with the wheel, one known to be for pumping, the 
other presumably for winding; by 1846 that to the north-west 
was out of use. The other, to the south-east, was annotated 
'Pump shaft' at this date. The wheel was in use for pumping 
and possibly winding until around 1840, and after a period of 
disuse (when one of the shafts was presumably sealed), was 
offered for sale in 1847. 

Five small buildings at the mine concentrated around 
the waterwheel site and four are clearly traceable from their 
stone footings/ruined walls. All but one of these are known 
to date to the late l 820's and/or l 830's, when the mine was 
last extensively worked. The map of 1846 identifies a 
"dressing coe", a "smithy/workshop", and an "ore house" (a 
fourth building present in 1836-40 had gone by 1846). The 
possibility that one building visible today had earlier origins, 
dating to when the mine was intensively worked in the 18th 
century should be considered, as this is not shown on either 
of the 19th century maps. 

The ruined powder house, built in the late I 830's or 
early l 840's, stands some distance further east, nearly 
opposite Bateman's House, perhaps placed here so that the 
agent could easily monitor its use. 

The remains at this important and productive mine 
stand in strong contrast to those at Mandale Mine due to the 
different solutions found to deal with the drainage problems 
the miners encountered. At Lathkill Dale Mine, the only 
impressive structures were the water wheel and the agent's 
house (etc.) at Bateman's House. The other buildings are 
small and workaday despite the significant investment in 
mining here in the l 9'h century. 
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Sideway Level and Vein 
A short distance further upriver, on the south side 

at SK 1832 6575, Sideway Level has long been known 
to mine explorers. This is sited immediately above the 
Aqueduct Leat which fed engines downstream. The 
level's date has previously been uncertain. However, a 
careful examination of the miner's access causeway to 
the entrance shows it blocks the Aqueduct Leat, which 
was in use until 1851-52, and almost-certainly indicates 
the Level was not driven until after that date. The large 
cross-section of the level is consistent with this; levels 
of this size where rarely driven in the orefield at 
significantly earlier dates. It is known from 
documentation that Sideway Vein was in work in the 
l 850s-60s after the large-scale operations at Mandale 
Mine and Lathkill Dale Mine had ceased (Rieuwerts 
2000, p. 74). The lack of mineral-spoil heaps outside 
the level may well indicate that it was a speculative 
venture of the 1850s-60s which failed to live up to 
expectations. 

Sideway Vein runs diagonally up the steep southern 
side of Lathkill Dale, from SK 1909 6578 to SK 1858 6556. 
Here there are impressive opencuts, some of which are deep 
with vertical rock sides. With the ongoing destruction and 
making safe of the mining heritage resource in recent 
decades, these are now a rare and important undisturbed 
example of such features. There are also very-ruined 
possible coes and other drystone-built walls, and three 
grilled shafts. At the daletop, at a disturbed mine site, there 
is a fine surviving example of a large mine water-storage 
pond for ore dressing. 

While the coes and pond may date to the later phases 
of mining, the opencuts may well be of some antiquity. 
Sideway Vein was only relatively narrow for the most part 
and would not have been a major producer of ore in 
comparison with Lathkill Dale Vein and Mandate Rake, 
although given the character of the workings in some 
sections these presumably produced ore in economic 
quantities. While it was clearly extensively worked 
underground, in at least one part down to river level, most of 
the workings almost certainly did not extend far below this. 
However, in the I 770's the north-eastern end of the vein, 
north of the river, was worked from the Lathkill Dale Mine 
to at least as deep as the Lathkill Dale Sough horizon. At 
least one of several shafts in use in the 1830s close to the 
waterwheel at Lathkill Dale Mine, and probably including 
one or both of the shafts for the pumps this operated, arc 
sunk on this vein rather than the main vein here. In the 
1770s, provision is documented for the Sideway Vein to be 
followed south-westwards on the southern side of the river, 
but it is currently not known whether mining actually took 
place here (Jim Rieuwerts pers. comm.). 

The date of the workings further south-west along 
Sideway Vein are not fully known; they may well have been 
first worked or prospected in medieval times, but it is more 
likely that much (or perhaps all) of the mining took place 
sometime between the 16th and 19th centuries, probably in a 
series of intermittent episodes of work. Early references to 
mining in the general vicinity are vaguely located; in 1292 
the monks of Leicester Abbey, who owned Meadow Place 
Grange and the land surrounding this, had mines here valued 
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at two shillings per annum. The site of the Meadow Place 
mines is uncertain; but the section of Lathkill Dale Vein 
south of the river, Sideway Vein or other smaller veins in the 
fields south of the last are all possibilities. Similar 
observations can be made for mining documented as taking 
place around 1495 on both sides of the river. Certain mining 
at Sideway Vein is first recorded in 1585 (Jim Rieuwerts 
pers. comm.). Working at Sideway Vein is again recorded 
from 1751 to 1761, when it yielded 131 loads ofore 
(Rieuwerts 2000, p. 35); records are generally patchy before 
this date and the documented occurrence of known mining 
before the mid 18111 century should not be taken as the only 
periods of working here. As noted above, the vein was 
worked again in the I 850s-60s. 

Western Trial on "Lathkill Dale Vein" 
Further upriver, again on the south side at SK 1842 

6569, an isolated large stony mound with a prominent 
central hollow has been found. This is almost certainly a 
trial mine shaft. It is documented that in 1829 the Lathkill 
Dale Mine proprietors, Thomas Bateman and Co., freed title 
to a long length of vein (56 meers) going west-south
westwards from the west end of their existing title which 
was close to the dale bottom entrance to Gank Hole Mine. 
This was on the presumed continuation of the Lathkill Dale 
Vein and has been assumed to have never been worked 
(Rieuwerts 2000, p. 55). However, the discovery of the 
shaft mound may well indicate that a trial shaft was sunk in 
search of the vein. That there are no further mining remains 
in this vicinity indicates that they either never found it, or 
that it contained no economically viable lead ore. The 
hoped-for major continuation ofLathkill Dale Vein to the 
west-south-west from Gank Hole Mine may well never have 
existed. The vein at Gank Hole that led in this direction was 
named Pump Scrin (Jim Rieuwertspers. comm.), the name 
suggesting that here it was narrow and unproductive; it 
could have petered out well before the trial shaft was 
reached. In geological terms, it may well be that the main 
continuation of Lathkill Dale Vein was that known to miners 
as Gank Hole Vein (Jim Rieuwerts pers. comm.). 

The Upper Dale 
There are several small veins either crossing the upper 

dale or at its tops; only those with particular points of 
interest are noted here. At the cliff base below Ricklow 
Quarry (at SK 1647 6606) there is Beresford's Level, with a 
deeply-carved 'IB 1787' on a rock face to the left of the 
entrance. This has been suggested to signify Isaac 
Beresford, a Monyash miner, who was perhaps the person 
that drove this curiously-sited level leading to natural caves 
but no mineralisation. The chiselled carving is on a 
sheltered face, while a newly found inscription, thought to 
read 'PP 1808', is nearer the entrance but badly eroded. 

A short distance further east (centred at SK 1683 
660 I), high on the daleside, are three closely-spaced sets of 
scrin workings, with a grilled possible shaft, shallow 
opencuts and a small coe built against a low rock face. They 
cross the Liberty boundary between Monyash and Over 
Haddon. Part of this vein at least may be equated with the 
previously unlocated 'Ricklow Dale Vein'. Further east 
(centred at SK 1730 6585) the same vein was known as 
Breeches Vein where small workings with narrow opencuts 
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run up the daleside. 
The Holmes Grove vein crosses the dale a short 

distance further down the dale (centred at SK 1734 6564), 
with small intermittent workings visible on both sides. In 
the dale bottom, to the south-side, a short walled-goit issues 
water from a minor sough driven along the vein. 

The site of a second postulated 'sough' where Lathkill 
Dale is met by Cales Dale (at SK 1746 6548), below the 
Sweetlips Fields mines above the dale on the south side, is 
now silted up and virtually unrecognisable. This was 
explored several decades ago and found to end shortly at a 
forefield with water entering from a natural fissure (Terry 
Worthingtonpers. comm.). It is debateable whether this was 
a soon-aborted mine trial or was started as a sough; there is 
no documentation to support the sough interpretation (Jim 
Rieuwerts pers. comm.). 

It should be noted that those mining remains noted 
above that lie in woodlands on the south side of the river 
and east of Cales Dale, with the exception of Bateman's 
House, have no public access and people wanting to visit 
these should seek permission from the English Nature office 
at Bakewell. 
John Barnatt. 

THE COFFIN DODGER'S IN THE MANIFOLD 
VALLEY 

The "coffin dodgers" ex gratia works on the shafts etc 
on Ecton Hill has ended and it is unlikely that any further 
work will be done on the "hill". 

We believe that during the course of this work some of 
the shafts were descended for the first time since the mines 
closed. One shaft, that was over 200ft deep, has revealed 
workings that will elucidate the unexplored and discrete 
mine setts from the hilltop, and address anomalies and 
conjecture by many and various past works based on old 
records. 

One shaft descended during these inspections contains 
numerous artefacts, some of uncertain context, that are 
clearly of significant historical importance. Great care was 
taken not to disturb anything and a short video was made 
before the shaft top was sealed. Only a more detailed survey 
and paper will do this undisturbed mining gem justice but 
neither of these projects are now likely. 

In contrast, we have gated numerous little known 
workings for the National Trust and the Peak Park on the 
opposite side of the river at Ecton. Access to the sites is 
available ON REQUEST and a movable spanner is all that is 
required to gain entry. Caving and mining history are 
indebted to the management of these organisations for their 
hard work and empathy in this regard. 
Len Kirkham 

UNDERGROUND ACCESS 

At present there are some underground access 

problems at Coniston and Nenthead due to collapses. The 

horse gin in the Scalebum branch of Rampgili mine is now 

not accessible. A fall near the entrance of Hospital Level 

makes this entrance (or Paddy End through trip exit) 

impassible. Remedial work on Hospital Level is underway 

but may take some time. 

NAMHO Newsletter 



REGENERATION OF THE FORMER CHATTERLEY 
WHITFIELD COLLIERY 

As a former coal miner, a member of the PDHMS and 
actively involved in the preservation of our Mining 
Heritage, I was dismayed to read the article entitled 
Chatterley Whitfield Coal Mining Museum, Biddulph, in the 
last Newsletter (No 119). I agree that, within any 
organisation, individuals will have their own particular 
interests and opinions, but surely within a Society which 
aims to conserve and preserve mining remains both above 
and below ground, the suggestion by the author of the article 
to clear the site and "put it to a sensible use", goes against 
the Society's doctrine. Mr Kirkham is entitled to his own 
opinion on Chatterley Whitfield, but he should present his 
argument with facts, not inaccurate comments and "hear 
say". 

The Chatterley Whitfield Colliery is actually given the 
address of Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent, which dates back to 
Chatterley Whitfield Collieries Ltd., whose main offices 
were in Pinnox Street, Tunstall. The regeneration of this 
Scheduled Site began in 1999 with the development of a 
partnership, which includes Stoke-on-Trent City Council, 
English Heritage, Advantage West Midlands, the Coalfields 
Regeneration Trust, the Land Restoration Trust and local the 
MP. Since 2000, as part of an initiative to involve local 
communities with the project, monthly Community 
Meetings are held. These meetings are advertised in the 
local press and are open to all; these meetings provide a 
regular update of the project and future proposals. 
Therefore, for those interested, the future of the site is not 
"elusive and mired in controversy", as public involvement is 
actively encouraged. 

This former colliery, the first to produce 1 million tons 
of saleable coal in one year ( 1937), was Scheduled because 
it is the most complete record of colliery buildings in 
England, possibly in Western Europe. It includes a I 930's 
Art Deco Style Pit Head Baths and Canteen building; four 
sets of headgear with winding machinery (including a 
Worsley Mesenes horizontal steam engine and bi-cylindro
conical drum) and the 1934 Main Office buildings. Several 
of the buildings have a Listed Status. The shear size and the 
status of the site means that progress may appear slow. 
Progress is being made, with one of the main aims of the 
regeneration project to be financially self-sustaining once 
complete, as well as to preserve the heritage of the site. 

The initial phase of work, Phase la, is basically 
complete, and involved the sympathetic refurbishment of the 
1934 Main Offices, along with the Wages Office and former 
NCB Laboratories, and includes new "green" technologies 
such as a Biomass boiler. The Staffordshire & Black 
Country Business Innovation Centre have taken over the 
running of this "new" facility, providing flexible office and 
business space. The first tenants are a local IT company 
which was able to expand and employ more people as a 
direct result of the facilities on offer. The upgrading, of what 
was an appalling access road, has included its widening, 
provision of lighting, drainage and safe pedestrian access; 
this now brings site access to a standard that will be adopted 
and maintained by the local authority. Also included are a 
roundabout at the junction of the A527 and other safety 
measures at what was a notorious accident black spot. 

Phase lb is to include the re-profiling of the main waste 
tips, work which will involve the "opening up" of the 
eastern side of the tip to expose the culvert. At present this 
900m long culvert, through which runs the Ford Green 
Brook, passes under the tip and recent surveys have shown 
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that its condition is deteriorating, with possible collapse, 
which would bring flooding problems up stream. 
Investigations have also shown that water is entering the 
culvert from within the tip, thus ruling out the "re-lining" of 
the culvert. The planned cycle track is part of the National 
Network and is not part of the Chatterley Whitfield Project. 

Phase le involves work on buildings on site to remove 
asbestos and other hazardous materials. The ultimate goal is 
to refurbish and reuse these buildings. A structural survey 
has been done on the Hesketh Heapstead and Tub Hall and 
costings will be undertaken before further work will take 
place. 

Unfortunately, the condition of the "Underground 
Experience," that was built in the railway cutting and old fan 
drifts, has deteriorated to such a state that it is to be 
demolished. The Friends of Chatterley Whitfield (volunteers 
engaged in promoting and encouraging interest in Chatterley 
Whitfield) put forward plans for it to remain but the were 
rejected on health & safety and funding issues. However, all 
is not lost, any artefacts still within the "Underground 
Experience" are to be removed and stored on site, with the 
Friends hoping that in the future, subject to gaining funding, 
some form of experience can be recreated within the fan 
drift galleries. 

Although there are no plans to re-establish a Mining 
Museum, the nature of the site dictates that its mining 
heritage will still remain. The opinion that the local belief is 
that this "white elephant needs to be put out of its misery" is 
misleading. The Community Meetings and public 
consultation events are well attended, the Friends are well 
supported and appreciated on and off site, local schools are 
using Chatterley Whitfield in a variety of projects thanks to 
the involvement of Groundwork The Heritage Open Days 
are always fully booked. 

Within the Mining Heritage fraternity there will always 
be disagreement over the merits of any project. However, 
should the wholesale destruction of unique resources be 
advocated by those within, what impression does this have 
on a wider audience, especially when funding is scarce. If 
we can't show a united front, what chance do we have to 
persuade others that this heritage is worth keeping? 
Thankfully mining heritage isn't the exclusive preserve of 
those able and willing to abseil down old shafts and wade 
through waist deep water. There are those who are 
determined to preserve and make accessible the surface 
structures, which are the public face of mining. 

Chatterley Whitfield is the last reminder of coal mining 
in North Staffs. Shouldn't a project which will preserve and 
bring this site back to life be actively encouraged? Another 
faceless housing development or bland industrial estate is 
hardly a fitting tribute to such an important part of our past. 
Perhaps it would be apt to remember that the Society's own 
Magpie Mine is a Scheduled Ancient Monument and 
perhaps this too may require extra funding in the future! 

Roy Meldrum. 

INTERESTING OLD MINERAL SPECIMEN LABELS 

RELATING TO HUBBERDALE MINE. DERBYSHIRE 

During the autumn of 2005 the Royal Museum of 
Cornwall was visited, with the specific object of discussing 
a particular old Derbyshire mineral specimen which was in 
the museum's world famous collection of Cornish and other 
UK minerals. 



This particular example was of excellent bright galena 
crystals and was labelled "Bogrod Mine, Wirksworth". We 
suspected this was a mis-labelling for Bondog Mine which 
is at Middleton by Wirksworth and was worked from the 
18th Century. The curator took due note of this mis
labelling. 

Subsequently we were kindly invited by Sarah 
Chambers, the curator, to the "behind the scenes" 
department to examine some other old Derbyshire mineral 
specimens, together with the old records and labels etc. 

Of particular interest were two labels handwritten in 
ink, which referred to Hubberdale Mine, Taddington, 
Derbyshire. Unfortunately the actual specimens are missing 
and lost. 

Attempts to reproduce the labels for this feature have 
failed due to the limited reproductive equipment available to 
the editor. Typewritten transcripts of the labels are shown 
below. 

Label A 

LabelB 

White Lead Ore From 

Hubberdale Mine In The 

Parish of Bakewell 

Given me by Mr Longsdon 

OfEyam 

Two Pieces of Brown 

Lead Ore From Hubberdale 

Mine near Bakewell 

Hubberdale Mine (earlier spelling Hubbadale) always 
holds a particular fascination in Derybshire mining history 
as it was one of the few mines to fulfil the miners and 
adventurers dream of striking it rich. 

This was in 1776 when the sough level being driven 
from Deepdale, with incredible perseverance and fortitude 
over many years, by good luck just nicked the underside of a 
very large and extremely rich pipe deposit which may have 
remained undiscovered if the sough level had been just a 
few feet away. 

This pipe deposit was full of large loose lumps of 
galena, one of which was the famous piece which weighed 
ten tons. 

The added bonus was that the lead ore was easily 
worked due to the surrounding vein materials having been 
eaten away by acidic ground water. This was caused by the 
decomposition of iron pyrites which produced sulphuric acid 
and corroded the ore deposit thus leaving the galena pieces 
to be simply picked out. 

Hubberdale Mine then made profits of over £21,000 in 
the next two or three years, followed by profits of approx 
£ 17 ,000 for each of the next seven years, equivalent to 
millions of pounds in todays values. (Kirkham, Bulletin of 
PDMHS, 1964). 

To return to the old labels. When the actual specimens 
existed they were part of the splendid collection of Philip 
Rashleigh ( 1729 - 1811 ). This collection now forms a large 
proportion of the Truro Museum's mineral collection. 
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The labels are in the handwriting of Sir Walter Synnot 
(1742 - 1812), an Irish gentleman who made a visit to 
Derbyshire in order to have the portraits of his children 
painted by the artist Joseph Wright of Derby. 

During this time he made visits to the Matlock area etc, 
in order to acquire mineral specimens for himself and for 
Philip Rashleigh. This is when the Hubberdale material must 
have been obtained. 

But what could these "brown" and "white"lead ores 
have been?. 

The white is relatively easy to identify from the 
description of the rich pipe deposit by Kirkham. She quoted 
that "early geologists (Farey etc) recorded that "carbonate of 
lead was very plentiful as semi - transparent white lead ore". 

From this it is clear that cerussite was the white lead 
ore of one label. Cerussite is quite compatible with the 
geological conditions in the rich pipework. 

The "brown lead ore" proved to be more difficult to 
identify. The first choice would be mimetite, but there are no 
references for this at Hubberdale and very few for 
Derbyshire and even these may be mistaken. 

Kirkham stated that old weathered galena 
from dumps was called brown ore, but such material was not 
at all likely to have been accepted into Philip Rashleigh's 
splendid collection ofrarities and well crystallised mineral 
specimens. 

Extensive enquiries were made amongst acknowledged 
experts on Derbyshire mines and minerals which were not 
particularly conclusive, with many may be's, might be's and 
probablies, until John Jones of Kegworth provided very 
interesting and knowledgeable information:- "the Derbyshire 
mineral statistics (1847 to 1913) said that in 1872, five tons 
of ore was sold from Hubberdale and consisted of linnets". 

Rudlers 1905 "Minerals of The British Isles" state that 
the brown phosphate of lead is known as linnets and the 
green phosphate as green linnets. 

This would suggest that the Hubberdale "brown lead 
ore" was the uncommon brown variety ofpyromorphite as 
opposed to the more usual green variety. 

Confirmation was obtained from John Mawes 
"Catalogue of Derbyshire Minerals (1815)" in which he 
gives 'Brown Lead Ore' as phosphate oflead, i.e. 
pyromorphite. 

Ford Sargeant & Smith (Bulletin PDMHS 1993) also 
recorded that pyromorphite could occur in Derbyshire in 
brown colours instead of the much more common green. 

This would seem to track down fairly conclusively as 
to what minerals were being referred to on these very old 
and interesting labels, and it is possible that they came from 
the actual bonanza pipe working, as the dates and geological 
conditions are correct. 

The long trail from Truro led us to Hubberdale to view 
the unusual sough in Deepdale which has no actual outfall, 
but leads to an underground swallow. 

All the shafts on Hubberdale are blocked, including 
those into the large old pipeworking. What a discovery it 
would be if access could be regained into this long lost, 
unusual and celebrated Derbyshire mine. 

Dave Weston and John Cooke 



PEAK DISTRICT MINES OBSERVATIONS 
AND DISCOVERIE PART 19 

I. Axe Edge and Thatch Marsh Colliery, Hartington Upper 
Quarter. Derbyshire. Drift entrance at SK 0294 7008. 

In Part 16 of this series of notes it was reported that 
three old photographs had been made available which 
showed the colliery buildings in Cisterns Clough at the base 
of a tramway, with a late 19th century steam winding house 
at the tramway top, and a nearby inclined level leading into 
the colliery (Newsletter 115, note 4). In what turned out to 
be very inclement weather several months ago, two of the 
authors went anned with copies of these photographs to 
compare them with what still survives. Recently we 
returned in better weather and confirmed our observations. 

Much of a single-track tramway bed can be traced 
rising north-westwards up the clough and onto the moor 
above, in one part placed on a substantive embankment and 
in others with a retaining wall to one side or the other where 
there are steep slopes above. 

In contrast, the buildings and sidings near the road 
have all but gone, with only 2-3 fragments of retaining walls 
and part of the tramway-platform surviving. This area has 
changed virtually beyond recognition, with flash floods 
having swept away much of the site. 

At the top of the incline the foundations of the engine 
house are still clearly traceable and there is a small reservoir 
pond and substantive waste heap nearby. Next to the hollow 
at the site of the engine house there is a small stony-platform 
where the boiler house once stood and at one end of this a 
heap of stone at the base of the chimney. The site of the 
adjacent 'coe' is on a low mound, with slight hollows that 
may reflect the position of two rooms. The bases for the 
winding apparatus shown on the photographs between the 
two buildings are now not obvious; the only features visible 
being two fixing bolts protruding from the grass. 

The cutting at the beginning of the inclined level down 
into the mine still exists, but the way on underground has 
been 'made safe' (i.e. backfilled). The authors can remember 
this being open, if very dilapidated, in the early l 990's. 
Several decades ago the level could be followed down to 
extensive workings (Len Kirkhampers. comm.). 
Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote and Phil Shaw. 

2. Camhill Wifes Sough and Nearby Workings. Matlock 
Bath. Derbyshire. SK 292 573 

This small sough, located half way up the side of the 
Matlock Gorge a short distance below the main footpath, 
can be followed easily to a point where digging by persons 
unknown stops and the silting beyond forces a low crawl in 
water. The entrance section is drywalled with a slabbed roof 
and beyond parts have been driven following a somewhat 
sinuous line through natural sediments in joints/pipes. Only 
occasional small shotholes were observed. Part way along 
there is a sudden and inexplicable upward change in level by 
over 1 m. Also, there is a small shaft to surface, to one side, 
which has recently been partially cleared out. The sough is 
relatively late in date, with documented drivage in the 
l 750's to Camell Vein or the nearby Blue John Vein (Jim 
Rieuwerts pers. comm.). However, this sough has 
characteristics, such as the location well above river level 
and its small cross-section, which are normally found at 
early soughs. In this case, presumably the sough was driven 
using a long-tested method to alleviate a localised drainage 
problem by miners who were not supported by significant 
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financial backing. 
Nearby to the south, all just above the footpath, there 

are four further small workings. The first, with a short crawl 
over backfill at the entrance, is a sinuous trial following a 
mineralised pipe, which was probably worked for fluorspar 
in the mid 20th century. The second, which has an obvious 
entrance, is certainly 20th century work and enters a 
relatively large stope, with a shaft to surface, on the vein 
complex (and several associated mineralised joints) which 
was the destination of the sough. The third, entered via a 
small passage intersected by a small opencast pit, leads to a 
small but complex series of workings at mineralised joints 
which were worked with powder in the 18th/19th centuries. 
The fourth is a vertical opencut/joint that is now partially 
filled with rubbish with no open way on, with a capped shaft 
on the crag behind. 
Present: John Bamatt, Adam Russell and Terry Worthington. 

3. Old Seedlow Mine. Wardlow. Derbyshire. SK 187 748 
ln Part 17 of this series of notes it was observed 

that the condition of this mine was much improved 
(Newsletter 116, note 6). This tempted fate, for this 
winter holes started opening up, luckily in a part of the 
site that had been levelled many years before. In 
attempting to backfill a recently-opened but relatively 
shallow hole, the farmer nearly lost his tractor, and his 
life, when a new hole opened adjacent, directly 
underneath him! Luckily, the tractor was fitted with 
front forks which jammed in the hole side leaving the 
tractor at a precarious angle. This hole was inspected 
later that day by the author. There was surprising 
amount of overburden, comprising loose tailings to a 
depth of about 3m metres, before rock appeared. The 
loose overhanging sides, which below the turf bellied 
out to about 2.5m width, made adequate inspection 
impossible, but a drystone wall was visible spanning the 
vein between limestone cheeks; whether this was once 
one side of a shaft was not clear. The bottom could not 
be seen, but a dropped stone suggested it was about 
!Om deep. Because of the unstable nature of the top 
part of the hole, this would have been impossible to 
descend in safely and could not easily be capped 
without major engineering work. The Derbyshire 
County Council's Shaft Capping team were advised of 
the situation. As the two holes were right next to a 
public footpath, they promptly filled these, also taking 
the opportunity at my request to place material against 
the back of the ginging of the nearby grilled engine 
shaft to militate against future collapse. 
John Barnatt 

4. Allen's Hill. Cromford. Derbyshire. SK 2960 5689 
For years both authors have driven past the Allen's 

Hill limestone crag on the left hand side just after you 
tum into Cromford from the A6, and had noticed the 
three entrances a short distance up the cliff and assumed 
they were caves. To our great surprise, when we finally 
got round to having a look, the situation is not this 
simple. While there is a bedding plane cave here, this 
has been extensively modified by firesetting. 



From the western two entrances, which are linked just 
inside, there is a complex series of low passages extending 
roughly 30m into the crag. These end at a somewhat larger 
chamber with a deep pool of water that has been part-filled 
with mining <leads. The low passages from the entrances 
have been extensively enlarged by firesetting to create 
flattings. One passage is a classic fireset tube, with a 
domed/heat-altered roof, extensive sooting, and remaining 
deposits of coal/burnt coal to the sides. In this part of the 
mine there is very little evidence for mineralisation and it 
may be that the main reason for employing firesetting here 
was to allow the very low bedding cave to be followed in 
order to remove galena-rich sediments. At the inner end of 
the workings there are larger calcite-dominated vughs which 
have been extensively modified by miners, with pickwork 
scars in evidence. In the roof of the main chamber here 
there is a very-small cross-section, twisted, mineshaft to 
surface. This has no evidence for powderwork or firesetting 
but is probably of some antiquity. 

Ju~t within the eastern entrance, running into the crag 
from a hnk passage to the two western entrances there is a 
symmetrically-shaped level, which is a little und~r lOm 
long. This follows a narrow mineralised stringer but is 
mostly driven in competent limestone. There are no 
shotholes nor obvious pickwork. In parts the roof is domed 
and at the forefield there is a large curved face that has all 
the appearance of being heat-altered. These factors strongly 
suggest the level has been created using firesetting. No 
other examples of a fireset trial level of this type have so far 
been identified in the orefield. 

East of the last entrance described there is the fourth 
low 'arch', located at the base of the cliff, which again has 
been modified by firesetting and has heat-altered surfaces. 
This trial working only extends a short distance and does not 
link with the workings above. 

This series of workings is tentatively linked with a 
mine documented in 1744 when John Ritchinson was given 
a grove 'under the Tor' that he called 'Come in nme', which 
h~d formerly been in the possession of Thomas Godber (Jim 
R1euwerts pers. comm.). The firesetting is presumably 
earlier than work carried out by either of these miners, who 
presumably concentrated on the vugh at the end and 
possibly at workings beyond. 

A reference to a 'Zigzag Grove' somewhere at Allen 
Hill is recorded for 1822 (Jim Rieuwerts p ers. comm., from 
infon:nation give.n by Roger Flindall), and the underground 
workmgs access1bl.e toda~ could be described as zigzagging 
about. Ifthe workmgs bemg described above were Zigzag 
Grove, then the vughs at the end were presumably tried 
again in the early 19th century. 
Present: John Bamatt and Terry Worthington. 

5. Alport Smelter. Alport. Derbyshire. SK 223 648 
In Part 14 of this series of Notes several observation on 

this important site were made (Newsletter 113, note I). In a 
visit this winter with two surveyors from English Heritage, 
when the woodland vegetation was down and more detail 
could be se~n, one of the observations made previously was 
seen to be likely to be wrong. There were indeed probably 
once four horizontal flues following the lower valley side. 
However, the lowest of these appears to have been largely 
removed/levelled, presumably when a modem pipeline was 
laid along the valley. At the end furthest away from the 
sm~lters, there are slight remains of what appears to be the 
buned bottom flue surviving. 
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It was hoped that the English Heritage surveyors 
would carry out a detailed metrical survey of the site in 
March 2006, as part of a conservation appraisal of this 
important Scheduled Monument. However, this has had to 
be placed on hold due to Haddon Estate's concern over their 
health and safety liability if they were to give permission to 
allow the survey to proceed. Sensitive negotiations are 
underway so please stay away for now. 
John Bamatt 

6. Bank End Sough. Newtown. New Mills. Derbyshire 
SK 0025 8451 

The tail of this sough is situated on the western bank of 
the River Goyt directly opposite Goytside Farm. The large 
~andstone-built arched entrance to the sough is open and 
issues a strong flow of water. The sough was driven almost 
due west from the riverside into the complex of workings of 
the Bank End Colliery at Newtown. From Bank End 
Colliery the sough turned to the south and headed beneath 
Furness Clough to terminate in the area ofYeardsley Hall at 
SK 004 831. The date at which this sough was driven 
remains unknown. 
Present: John Bamatt, Derek Brumhead, Chris Heathcote, 
Phil Shaw. 

7 .. Stone Pillars for an Elevated Colliery Tramway, 
Rmgstones Clough. Whaley Bridge. Derbyshire. SK 0091 
8249 

Part-way up Ringstones Clough are the remains of 
5-6 stone built pillars which once supported an elevated 
tramway which ran down the clough at this point. The 
base of each pillar spans the small brook and within at 
least two of these, arches have been constructed to 
allow the passage of the water. Another had a lower 
flat-topped water channel running through it. While 
none stand to full height, the last mentioned is still 6.4m 
high. The tramway was associated with the Ringstone 
Colliery situated higher up the hillside alongside the 
clough at SK 0058 8249. Coal was transported on this 
tramway downhill to a small coal wharf alongside the 
Peak Forest Canal at Bridgemont. The 1897 Ordnance 
Survey map of the Furness Vale area shows that 
originally there were 7 pillars located here. 
Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw. 

8. Soughs and Levels at Goyts Moss and Axe Edge 
Collieries. Upper Goyt Valley and Burbage. Derbyshire. 
Entrances: Lower Level. Burbage SK 0370 7230. Upper 
Level. Burbage SK 0315 7208. Goyts Moss Sough SK O 180 
7204 

There has long been uncertainly over the correlation of 
documentary evidence with what existed underground at the 
three !mown access levels/soughs here, one of which 
contamed an underground canal. 

In 1985, in their book 'The Coal Mines of Buxton' 
John Roberts and John Leach proposed that the lower l~vel 
at Burbage was the earlier, driven around the 1770s to the 
Ringinglow Seam and used as a canal. The upper level at 
Burbage was suggested to be later, driven under Axe Edge in 
the early 19th century to the Yard Seam at Goyts Moss 
Colliery much further to the west. They also noted an 
undated sough tail at Goyts Moss some distance 
downstream from Derbyshire Bridge, by the riverside at the 
downslope edge of the Yard Seam workings. 



However, the interpretation of the Burbage levels was 
later thrown into confusion with the discovery of further 
documentation, including a colliery plan by Staley dated 
1818, as detailed in 'The Goyt's Moss Colliery' by Bamatt 
and Leach in the Derbyshire Archaeological Journal for 
1997. The 1818 plan showed that the upper level already 
existed at this date and ran into the hill westwards, leading 
to a long level at right angles which followed the 
Ringinglow Seam southwards, with a shorter one leading 
northwards. In contrast, the lower level has only short 
levels driven along the seam as if it had only recently been 
completed. It also showed that a Jong extension of the upper 
level to Goyt's Moss Colliery, as shown on late 
abandonment plans, did not exist at that date. Taken at face 
value this suggested the upper level to the Ringinglow Seam 
was the older, while the lower level had been driven to the 
same seam at greater depth in the early 19th century. This 
fits with documentation for the creation of a rail haulage 
level somewhere at the colliery between 1803 and 1813 at a 
cost of £7484 (given the high cost this is likely to be a new 
drivage rather than the conversion of a pre-existing level). 
The extension of the upper level to the Goyt's Moss colliery 
was clarified as having been driven in the mid 19th century 
and this was in use for transporting coal from 1862. 
However, the interpretation for the 18th and early 19th 
century levels to the Ringinglow Coal under Axe Edge 
appeared to conflict with evidence for the presence and 
location of the underground canal at Burbage. This canal is 
noted in correspondence dated 1776, when it was 
unfinished, and in mine accounts for 1790, when the sough 
was cleaned and the 'navigation' was being extended and 
repaired. That the canal was not mentioned by Farey in 
1811 suggests it was disused by this date. The main 
problem in 1997 was that there appeared to be good 
evidence that the lower level was the site of a canal and 
presumably there was not more than one. John Leach 
argued that what appears to be a disused boat dock outside 
its entrance is shown on the 1880 Ordnance Survey map. In 
addition, a local person informed John that silted remains of 
the dock were still visible in the 1950s. Thus, this could 
have suggested the lower level was in existence well before 
the postulated drivage in 1803-13. It was concluded in 1997 
that the upper level was that mentioned in a document dated 
1751, but that the canal was difficult to place due to the 
apparently contradictory evidence - it could not be 
determined whether it was in the upper level, which thus 
was converted to a canal in the 1770s, or it was at the lower 
level which was earlier than the documented 1803-13 work 
would suggest. 

The third level, that at Goyts Moss, was suggested in 
1997 to either have been driven sometime in the 18th 
century before the creation of the 1759 turnpike, when 
nearby shafts above were probably being sunk, or in the first 
halfofthe 19th century when shafts were sunk further to the 
south east. These options were determined on the basis of 
comparison of the known dates of turnpikes associated with 
different parts of the colliery and the depiction on various 
historical maps of specific shafts in operation at different 
dates. At the time no certain documentary reference to this 
sough was known, although the 1776 mention of two soughs 
existing at this date was tentatively suggested as possibly 
indicating the Goyts Moss Sough was being created or 
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extended at this time. 
Further revised interpretation of some of the 

features has now been forced with the discovery in 
Chatsworth House Archives, by Jim Rieuwerts, of a 
petition from James Brock to the Duke of Devonshire. 
Brock stated he had been leasing the colliery and 
investing money for seven years to put the colliery in a 
'proper working condition', after he took over the lease 
from his mother in 1767, at which date there had been 
an increase in annual rent from £50 to £200. He 
estimated the total cost, including what still needed to 
be spent, to be over £400 and was requesting a decrease 
in rent to offset these costs. This high expenditure may 
suggest the canal was one of his ongoing 
improvements, which fits with the correspondence 
dated 1776 which notes Mr Brock was 'laying out a 
good deal of money to improve the colliery by carrying 
up two soughs one of which is to carry boats to the 
works'. However, the high rise in rent in 1767 may also 
suggest that significant improvements had been made at 
the mine by this date, perhaps at the Dukes expense. 

The petition gives an unequivocal date for the 
sough in the Goyt Valley as having been driven in the 
Yard Seam in "about the Year 1750", as the location is 
stated. This in tum suggests the shafts nearby were 
probably sunk in the 1750s; presumably this sough was 
one of those being extended in 1776. 

The newly discovered document also refers to the 
second sough, which was 'brought up' to the 
Ringinglow Seam under Axe Edge in 1754 at the cost of 
over £300 (that the cost is mentioned suggests this was 
the more ambitious/costly of the two soughs). This 
sough is almost certainly the upper level from Burbage 
and this again may have been in the process of being 
extended further along the seam in 1776. 

The position of the underground canal is still 
problematic. Similarly, what the exact date was for boats 
first being used is unclear, but this is likely to have been in 
the late 1770s or early J 780's; the canal is likely to have 
ceased being used in c.1800. As we now know one of the 
documented 18th century soughs was in the Goyt Valley, 
only one sough from Burbage is accounted for. Taking the 
two 1770's documents together, neither of which mentions a 
third level, it seems likely that the lower level at Burbage 
was not yet in existence and was indeed driven in 1803-13, 
and thus the canal cannot have been here. The apparent 
presence, at a later date, of a boat dock at the entrance to this 
lower level is still not fully resolved, although much of the 
evidence can be interpreted in other ways. Re-examination 
of the 1880 map shows that the suggested depiction of the 
dock is open to question; it is not named as such and what is 
shown appears to be just a rectangular yard outside the 
entrance with associated buildings at it edges. The 
interpretation in the 1950s of a dock here may perhaps have 
been based on the sunken nature of this yard, set below the 
surrounding land to make it level with the sough/tramway 
floor. Later flooding may have been caused by the lack of 
maintenance of the sough goit rather than the rectangular 
area having been designed to hold water. However, one 
intriguing possible strand of evidence remains. While still at 
school Chris Heathcote was shown an old photograph by a 
teacher of a tunnel entrance/dock which was stated to have 
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been taken at the site. If anyone has seen this image or 
knows of its whereabouts please could they let the authors 
know. 
John Bamatt and Chris Heathcote. 

If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, 
Chapel en le Frith, High Peak, Derbys, SK23 9TX 
(01298 814822) or John Bamatt, 21 The Front, 
Fairfield, Buxton, Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923), 
(e-mail john.barnatt@btinternet.com). 

PROPOSED SOCIETY MEETS 

Peak Cavern. Castleton 
Sunday 4 March 2007. The booking for this 

meet has been confirmed 

Mines of Scotland Weekend 
This is still at the proposal stage and Society 

members should contact Paul Chandler if you are 
interested in attending a meet to Scotland. Paul 
would also welcome information on Scottish 
mines that are worthy of a visit, plus access details 
etc. 

Meet requests 
Anyone who has a suggestion for 

surface/underground meets in Derbyshire, 
surrounding counties or even further afield should 
contact Paul Chandler. 

Meets organisers and leaders 
Meets organisers and leaders are always 

required. Anyone prepared to help with this never 
ending problem should contact Paul Chandler. 

EXHIBITION AT BUXTON MUSEUM AND 
ART GALLERY 

Helena Ben-Zenou's exhibition explores the 
architectural landscapes and legacies of Industrial 
Derbyshire. From rural quarries and mines to the 
urban architecture of Rolls Royce Test Bed 57, 
these large-scale paintings aim to address the 
physical and social history of industrial spaces. 
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NAMHO MINING HERITAGE GUIDE 
This is the Fourth Revised Edition of this 

publication and has been edited by Dr R W 
Vernon. 

The handbook gives full details of all of the 
NAMHO Member Societies, Member Museums 
and Affiliated Organisations. It also lists other 
Mining Museums in the UK, Ireland and the Isle 
of Man. 

The theme of this edition of the Guide is a 
tribute to NAMHO's first 25 years. It contains a 
resume of the foundation and activities of 
NAMHO throughout it's life. 

The illustrated, 123 page book is available 
from the Peak District Mining Museum at £3.00 
plus postage 

COPY FOR THE JANUARY EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 5 December 2006. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, De~bys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

E-Mail:- wes@wtaylor44.fsnet.co.uk 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
LTD 

Company No 122793 lLimited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Muse 
The Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, 

Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. 
Tel:- (01629) 583834. 

SOCIETY WEB SITES 
Society: www.pdrnhs.com 

Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk 
The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and 
may be reproduced without permission provided due 
acknowledgement is made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society. Copy submitted for publication is not checked by 
the Editor for accuracy 


