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If there is a cross in the box below, then you have not 
renewed your membership for the current year. Please renew 
now. 

The following week-end the Cottage was subject to a 
systematic wanton attack, all the front cottage windows were 
smashed, crockery and furniture were thrown about. 

Several members were enlisted to clear up and fit 
corrugated iron sheets at every window of both the Cottage 
and Smithy. 

The current membership rates are: 

D Iodividual £ 17 .00 
. Joint · £19.00 
Junior £9.00 
Family £21.00 
Institutional £22.00 

Subscriptions should be sent to: W J Taylor, 
Membership Secretary, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
Swadlincote, DE12 8NA. 

VANDALISM AT MAGPIE FIELD CENTRE 
The Cottage and Smithy have been subject to vandalism 

over the last few weeks. On the first attempt a 
window was broken in the Smithy, but no entry was made. 
This window was boarded internally. 

Two weeks later a second attack was made on the 
Smithy by kicking the doors in, the internal windows were 
smashed and property thrown about. 

Nothing was taken on any occasion! 
The police responded to the three incidents and 

evidence was collected and collated. 
The Council of Management will discuss the way 

forward at their meeting in January. We ask all members who 
visit the Centre, either walking through the site or staying at 
the Cottage, to be extra vigilant and note and report any 
untoward behaviour or vehicles, especially at weekends. 

Any offers of help or advice will be most welcome. 
M.E.Luff, Chairman 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Thirty Second Annual General Meeting of the Peak 
District Mines Historical Society was held in the Pump 
Room at The Peak District Mining Museum The Pavilion 
Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, on 25 November 2006. 

The Directors' Report and the Accounts for the year 
ending 31 March 2006 were accepted. 

Chairman's Report 

I am now at the end of my term of office as Chairman 
of PDMHS and it only seems like yesterday that I first sat in 
this chair. I can now relax and leave things in the capable 
charge of our new chairman and hope that everything runs 
smoothly in the future. I have really enjoyed being Chairman 
of the foremost mining history society in the country and 
hope to serve PDMHS for the foreseeable future. Mining 
History is my passion and if I can help in any way, I will. 

This year has not been without its problems. Goodluck 
Mine has caused all of your Directors to do a lot of soul 
searching throughout the year. We would have liked to have 
been able to take over ownership of this particular piece of 
Derbyshire Mining History but, unfortunately, the present 
claims mentality meant that owning a working mine was just 
too much of a liability for the Society. The advice we 
received from experts led us to recognise that owning a 
working mine was a very serious proposition and one which 
needed a lot of thought. Unfortunately, at the end of the day 
the advantages of owning this really superb mine were 
outweighed by the liabilities it would have put upon this 
Society. It was therefore decided that we could not take over 
the mine. 

Apart from this major problem, the general running of 
the Society has given me very few sleepless nights this year. 

The committee of management has, as usual, worked 
very hard on your behalf during the year. Both directors and . 
co-opted members, who between them carry out the day to 
day running of the Society, are a pleasure to work with and 
made my job as Chairman fairly easy. 

I would extend a special vote of thanks to David Gough 
for his work as Treasurer. Last year, and at very short notice, 
he stepped into the breach to save us when it did not seem 
possible that our accounts would be ready in time for the 
AGM. He carried on with the job for a further year. He is 
now standing down from this position. 

I would like to thank all other member of our 
committee, both directors and co-opted members, for all of 
the help they have g iven me in the last three years. 

The Crich Lead Mining Display continues to be 
developed, with alterations to the Lagoon area, and the 
museum. Thanks to Mick Bridges and his team for carrying 
on with a very worthwhile project. Special thanks go to 
Aunty Wainwright, otherwise known as Lillian, for running 
the shop at Crich. The shop pays for all work at Crich and 
Lillian's selling ability is legendary. 

High Rake excavations reached a new milestone this 
year with the bottoming of the Sims Engine House. 
Interesting features were found in the bottom of the pit and a 
further tunnel heading to the boiler house was discovered. 
Both rear wing walls have had to be rebuilt to stabilise the 
structure. The site is now at the stage of interpretation and 
conservation so volunteers are still needed. An application 
for a lottery grant for fencing as been made, and after many 
years of work this project is bearing fruit with much being 
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learnt and the site being conserved for the future. Thanks to 
all at High Rake for the hard work. Special thanks must go to 
Terry Worthington for the supply and operation of the 
equipment used, especially the mini digger. I don't think we 
would have reached the bottom of the engine house without 
it 

Work continues to be done in the Museum by a small 
dedicated band of volunteers that is led by Robin Hall. New 
displays are always being added. Both the inside and outside 
of Temple Mine has been tidied up. Visitor numbers appear 
to be holding firm. Thanks are due to the Monday Night 
group, staff and all other helpers. The Barmote event was 
held at the Museum this year and again proved a great 
success. 

For Heritage Weekend this year, it was decided to open 
two sites for just the Saturday. Both High Rake and Stonedge 
Smelting Sites proved a great success with approximately 50 
visitors at each site. 

Magpie Mine has had a quiet year at the cottage, 
although not for the spiritual residents! Two local paranormal 
groups have visited the site. 

A new lease as been signed with Chatsworth Estates for 
a further period of 20 years. Maintenance continues to be 
carried out by a dedicated small group of volunteers. 

Unfortunately everything does not run smoothly for 
Magpie Cottage as a number of break-ins have occurred 
during the year. There has been much vandalism and 
damage. We can only wish good luck to our team at Magpie 
and hope for a better year in 2007. 

To conclude, a great deal of work has been done on all 
of our projects by a great many people. In order to avoid 
missing anyone out, I propose to congratulate you as a group. 
Thank you all, both project leaders and volunteers for your 
hard work, and long may it continue. 

Thanks are also due to our Newsletter and Mining 
History production team. It is very gratifying to see the 
publishing of our journal, Mining History, being brought up 
to date. Publication delays have caused us some problems 
over the years. We will, however, soon require a new editor 
as Lynn Willies is due to retire at the end of the latest series. 

Next year it is our tum to host a joint meeting with 
NMRS. This will be in the form of a number of field trips 
and organisation for this event is well under way. Please keep 
an eye on the Newsletter for details. 

Lastly, I want to mention membership. Thankfully our 
membership has remained at similar levels for the last few 
years. It would be nice to have an increase in numbers 
however our type of Society is specialist and only app~als to 
a distinct group. We cannot afford to be complacent and must 
actively campaign for new members. At the moment, the new 
members who join each year only make up for our natural 
wastage. We need a membership drive, in order to increase 
our numbers. Only in that way can we thrive. If you are 
representing PDMHS at an event please take some 
membership forms with you, let people know who we are, 
what we do and what we represent. 

To finish I would like to thank all of our membership, 
both active and armchair members, for your continued 
support of the Society, without you we would cease to exist! 

Paul Smith 

Election of Directors 
Following the election to fill the vacant posts, the 

Directors of the Society for 2006/7 are:-
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Chainnan 
Mrs MLuff 

Deputy Chainnan 
A Wood 

Hon Secretary 
NNix 

Hon Treasurer 
Mrs E Dixon 

Hon Editor 
Dr L Willies 

Hon Recorder 
R Paulson 

Ordinary Members 
Mrs N Adlam-Stiles 
PB Coates 
JKGregory 
P Harvey 
MLonge 

PRE AGM PRESENTATIONS 
It has become customary to have a series of small 

presentations prior to the AGM instead of an after - dinner 
speaker. This year the programme of presentations was:-

1. Combe Down Stone Mines, Bath by 
DrL Willies 

2. Progress at High Rake by Dr J Barnatt 

3. Development of Beam Engines by P Smith 

4. Selection of Mining Scenes by P Chandler 

ANNUAL DINNER 
The Forty Seventh Annual Dinner of the Society was 

held at Temple Hotel, Matlock Bath on 25 November 2006. 
Sue Riley proposed Toasts to "The Queen" and "The 

Lord of the Field". Niki Adlam-Stiles proposed the toast to 
"The Society" . 

Lynn Willies, on behalf of Trevor Ford, presented the 
Society Awards for 2006. They were:-
1. The Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines Conservation was 
awarded to Len Kirkham 
2. The Ford Award - No award was made this year. 

There was no fonnal presentation after the Dinner. 

OBITUARY 
Frank Sheen. 1923 2006 

Society member Frank Sheen passed away on the 11 
November. In the early l 940's he met Nellie Kirkham and 
her friends and he carried out a lot of the early exploration of 
Derbyshire/Staffordshire Moorlands Mines with them. 

In his youth Frank served an electrical apprenticeship, 
and after anny service he became a spar miner at Harrybecca 
Mine, Longstone Edge. He moved to Borrowash and became 
an Inspector for the Ministry of Defence at Rolls Royce, 
Derby. He then moved to Bristol where he worked for British 
Aero Space on guided missiles and the Concord aircraft. 

When he was aged 75, he transported his belongings 
overland across Europe to Turkish occupied Northern Cyprus 
where he had bought a small house. Due to health reasons 
and the political situation in Northern Cyprus he returned to 
England. 
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In the mid l 950's Frank and two friends formed a 
company called Strata Surveys Ltd when they first became 
interested in Old Mill Close mine at Wensley. The shaft on 
the vein, known by later PDMHS explorers by the name of 
"Sheen" shaft, was actually found by Nellie Kirkham. Other 
areas that they explored together were Fleetgreen above 
Warslow, Ecton Copper Mines, Mixon Copper Mines, Hilts 
Quarry, Crich, Portaway Mine, Yates Stoop Mines, and 
mining areas in Wales. 

I cannot help but think of the quote from Shakespeare's 
Henry Vth "We few, we happy few, we band of brothers:" 
With the death of Frank that band of early caving brothers 

. has lost a likeable, humorous, dependable and true caving 
friend. Our ranks are diminishing fast. 
Margaret L. Howard 

NEW MEMBERS 
The following were elected to membership of the Society at a 
recent Council Meeting:-

L J Bunn, WENSLEY 
FA Raphael, AMBERGATE 
Mrs L Hollis & Family, RIDDINGS 
NS Turner, NOTTINGHAM 
Mr & Mrs I Price, WELFORD 
C Rawson-Tetley, HUDERSFIELD 
Dr AD Quigley & Family, MATLOCK 
S Wells, BONSALL 
G Cole, ASHBOURNE 
J Tanner & G Slack, SHELDON 
G Mitchell, LONDON 
Mr & Mrs I Turner, CHESTERFIELD 
Mr & Mrs D Harrison & Family, 

NOTTINGHAM 
T Barrett, Fernlea, WINSFORD 
S Humphries & L Hand, ALFRETON 
P C Nicholson, SPALDING 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Mining History Format 

In recent Newsletters, correspondents have put forward 
the merits of changing Mining History to an A5 format, and 
of retaining the existing A4 fonnat. My own view is that we 
should keep the larger size: maps and mine plans can be 
reproduced to show a wealth of infonnation without 
sacrificing their clarity, and without resorting to fold-out 
inserts. Some photographs also deserve a full A4 page to do 
justice to them. If there is a sound technical reason for 
reducing the page size, I would have to accept the Editor's 
decision, but I have yet to be convinced. 

I notice that the most recent Society Newsletter was 
sent folded, presumably to take advantage of the new size-

. related postage rates. But please, do not change the size of 
the Bulletin on the same grounds. There is no cost benefit. A 
40-page Bulletin weighs about 190 grams, and therefore does 
not qualify for the ordinary 'Letter' rate. It will be charged at 
the 'Large Letter' rate on weight grounds alone, which allows 
for envelopes up to 353mm x 250mm x 25mm, ample for 
any A4-size Bulletin. 
Andy Gillings 



"ASHINGTON GROUP" EXHIBITION 
The Guardian recently carried a full page report on the 

opening of a£ l 6m museum and gallery devoted to the 
unique "Ashington Group", better known perhaps as the 
"Pitmen Painters". Anyone familiar with the work of this 
remarkable group of Northumberland colliers will surely be 
pleased to learn that their work has now, at long last, found a 
permanent home at the Woodhom Colliery Museum in 
Northumberland. 

For anyone who is even remotely interested in mining 
art, and in particular art created by untutored working-class 
artists and their development during the 1930s under the 
tutelage of committed lecturers from the WEA, can do no 
better than read the remarkable book, "Shafts of Light 
Mining Art in the Great Northern Coalfield" by McManners 
R & Wales G, Gemini Productions, 2002, for a deep insight 
into the history of art in mining and of the work of these 
men, together with superb reproductions of some of their 
work. For this writer the book is on a par with Klingender's 
famous "Art And the Industrial Revolution". 
Pete Challis 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 2007 
The 2007 conference and field meet is being hosted by 

the Tamar Mining Group in association with other West of 
England based NAMHO member organisations and will take 
place over the weekend of the 15 - 17 June 2007. 

The Tamar Valley is an obvious location for a NAMHO 
conference. Few British mining fields can claim such a rich 
and diverse metal mining heritage. There is documented 
mining history dating back to the 1290s, John Taylor learnt 
his trade in the district and we can boast Britain's premier 
copper and arsenic mine: Devon Great Consols. The 
importance of the Tamar Valley has been internationally 
recognised with its inclusion in the UNESCO Comish Mines 
World Heritage Site bid. Mining aside, the Tamar Valley is 
one of the most beautiful and unspoilt comers of Britain. 

The conference theme is "Pennies to Pesticides (Silver 
to Arsenic)" and will be based at Morwellham Quay. The 
Saturday evening event will be a hog roast. 

The Tamar Valley has a massive potential for 
conference field trips. Above ground highlights include John 
Taylor's Tavistock Canal, Morwellham and the well 
preserved remains of the arsenic industry. Below ground we 

have an embarrassment of riches ranging from a miners train 
ride into the George & Charlotte Mine, to the vertical 
delights of Devon Great Consols which boasts some of the 
finest accessible mine timbering in the British Isles. We aim 
to offer trips for all standards of ability from easy walking to 
technical SRT. 

It is proposed to have a coach trip to the west of 
Cornwall on the Monday after the conference. 

It would greatly assist the planning of the event if you 
would register your interest in attending the conference on 
line at www.tamannining.co.uk. For those members 
without e mail, further information can be obtained from 
Rick Stewart, Patchway Cottage, CALSTOCK, Cornwall, 
PL18 9QB. Tel: 01822 832748. 
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DERBYSHIRE MINERAL SPECIMENS IN THE 
ROYAL MUSEUM OF CORNWALL 

The article in the October 2006 Newsletter by Dave 
Weston and John Cooke about mineral specimens from 
Hubbadale Mine, now in the collections of the Royal 
Museum of Cornwall, is most interesting. One or two 
comments in their article can be enlarged upon and one or 
two errors corrected. 

Bogrod (Boggard) Mine and Bondoghole Mine at 
Middleton-by-Wirksworth are not the same. Bondoghole 
Mine is one ofa number of mines formerly worked on 
Doghole Rake. Doghole Croft was worked in 1541-1542 [D. 
Kiernan, 1989, The Derbyshire Lead Industry in the 
Sixteenth Century] and Doghole Rake was at work in 1639 

and at various dates during the 1 7•h century. It was important 
enough to be noted by Sir Isaac Newton c.1665-1672, in a 
series of notes about Derbyshire mines and minerals. Dog
hole Rake was listed by him as one of the principal mines 
near Wirksworth [Cambridge University Library, Portsmouth 
Collection]. 

1. Mineral specimens from Hubbadale Mine 
The great pipe at Hubbadale was discovered in March 

1767; it was not the main Hubbadale Pipe, this had been 
known since the 1660s, but an unsuspected cross pipe 
developed at depth in Killhill Rake. For obvious reasons, it 
became known as "The Rich Work". The profits from April 
1767 until the latter part of 1771 amounted to £21 ,558, most 
obtained in 1768. The story of £17,000 profit for each of the 
next seven years is a complete myth. By the end of 1771, the 
mine was already losing money and there was a rapid and 
serious decline that was not reversed. 

White ore (cerussite) was obtained at Ball Eye Mine, 
Bonsall, in 1749 [Roger Flindall, pers. comm.] and white ore 
from Hubbadale in 1775. The quantity of 10 loads 4 dishes 
was sold at 15/- per load, or about half the price of"grove 
ore" (dressed galena). Brown ore represents a problem; no 
doubt some was mimetite, but the very large tonnages 
produced from several mining liberties suggests to the writer 
that much was inferior quality ore, contaminated by limonite, 
the "brown hen" of the old miners [Rieuwerts, 1998. 
Glossary of Derbyshire Lead Mining Terms]. For example, at 
the rear of a book of ore accounts for Matlock Liberty, a page 
is headed "Brown Ore" and covers the years 1861-1863. Two 
measures at Moletrap Mine were included as belland, whilst 
High Loft Mine on Masson Hill yielded 27 tons 8 cwt selling 
at 2/6d, 3/6d, and 5/- per ton. Clearly, these tonnages and 
extremely low prices cannot equate to mimetite. 

Finally, the tail or outfall ofHubbadale Sough is a long 
bolt, in fact it is a classic example. The lower end is now a 
very overgrown open channel running down the floor of 
Deep Dale. At its upper end, the channel passes into a large 
slabbed drain, about 2 feet in height. Just below the large 
shaft mound in the floor of Deep Dale is a smaller shaft, this 
being the miners' access point. The Orpheus Caving Club 
explored the Hubbadale Sough in the 1950s. They found 
what Cornelius Flint had described in September 1767 as the 
"Noted Great Swallow'', to be an enlarged joint which took 
most of the water. 
Dr Jim Rieuwerts 



2. The galena specimen from Bogrod Mine 
The galena specimen in the Royal Museum of Cornwall 

that is labelled as being from "Bogrod Mine, Wirksworth" is 
not from Bondoghole Mine, as suggested in the October 
2006 newsletter. Bogrod Mine is only otherwise recorded in 
Pilkington's 1789 book A View of the Present State of 
Derbyshire Vol. 1 pl83: 

"Large cubes of lead ore from the Bogrod mine near 
Wirksworth. Small cubes of lead ore (Galena tessulis 
minoribus micans) from the same mine. " 

However, the true identity of the mine is revealed in the 
list of mines on p254 of Farey's book Agriculture and 
Minerals of Derbyshire Vol. 1, 1811 as: 

"Boggard, or Don-Philip, in Wirksworth, in 3rd and 4th 
Lime, Lead in large Cubes, Cawk, the great Limestone Fault 
crosses its E end. " 

"Bogrod" is misrendered from the dialect pronunciation 
of"boggard" (=a spectre that causes a horse to boggle). 
"Boggard" is noted only by Farey but several other lead 
mines in Derbyshire were so named. 

This mine is first recorded in an inquest on a miner 
killed by a collapse at "Middlepeak Tor Nick or Philips Vein" 
on 8 September 1743 when it belonged to the adjacent 
Ratchwood Mine [Barmaster's Book 52R p32, Barmaster's 
Collection, Chatsworth]. No old plan marks Philip's Vein but 
its shaft is shown on Wheatcroft's 1831 section through the 
Wirksworth Valley as being on the Gulf Fault (Farey's "great 
Limestone Fault", i.e. Northcliffe Vein). It would have been 
sunk in the shale with limestone on its west side. Details of 
Philip's Mine are given on pp222-3 and the map on p203 of 
"An Historical Account of Middlepeak Mine and the northern 
part of Ratchwood Title" by Roger Flindall [P.D.M.H.S. Bull. 
Vol. 8 No. 4, 1984]. 

Farey also provides the only record of the mine as 
"Don-Philip". This implies a Spanish etymology rather than 
being named after Philip Gell, the local mining entrepreneur 
who was involved with Northcliffe Sough. It was perhaps 
only renamed as Philip's Vein during the War of the Spanish 
Succession (1701-14) when England was allied with Spain 
ruled by (Don) Philip V (1683-1746). 

In 1746, Philip's Mine founder was "Under ye Tor 
opposite to Joseph Willsons House end, under Midd[lepea]k" 
with just two meers both east and west when it was given to 
the said Joseph Wilson. This site is clearly identifiable at 
SK2825.5488 altitude c705 feet. Within 10 feet of the west 
side of the Middleton to Wirksworth road is the original 25-
foot high cliff face called Middlepeak, which has survived 
the devastation of the adjacent Middlepeak Quarry (now 
closed). Thus, the shaft was right at the road edge, its 
location being too cramped for an engine shaft. It was 
mentioned in 1824 as "Philips climbing shaft" [Book 67 
pl60], and it was perhaps the forefield shaft for Northcliffe 
Sough, which followed the Gulf Fault at about 510 feet 
altitude. Its early wasteheap of shale across the road formed 
the site for the house, now ruined. 

Although important enough to have an agent, there is 
little record of activity at Philip's Mine in Middlepeak. 
Further SW along its vein, another title was established in the 
Rough Shaws. During the 1860s, a little lead ore was 
measured when Middlepeak Quarry cut through Philip's 
Vein. There is no sign of the vein outcrop in the overgrown 
face of Middlepeak Tor or of the shaft, which is unlikely to 
survive. Various Philip's titles nearby in Salt Seats fields, at 
Bailey Croft, and at Yokecliffe were all on a different vein. 
Roger Flindall 

5 

GOODLUCK MINE. VIA GELLIA 
My apologies to Ron Arnner, the owner of Good Luck 

Mine, for not advising him of the planned Society visit to 
Good Luck Mine on 19 December last. Secondly, as 
Goodluck Mine is classed as a working mine helmets and 
electric lighting are mandatory as soon as you enter the mine. 
Peter Naylor has, however, advised me that a miners tradition 
of "candle-setting" could still take place in a suitable location 
in Goodluck Mine. 

I subsequently wrote to Ron Amner to apologise for this 
oversight before the actual visit took place. 
Paul Chandler 

SOCIETY MEETS 

1. Exploring Derbyshire/Cheshire Caves and Mines 
Wednesday 17 January 2007 
Presenter: Paul Chandler 
Venue: Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath 
Time: 7.15pm FOR 7.30pm 
The first part of this video evening programme will 

visit Overton Mine at Ashover followed by Shout, a video 
about the Derbyshire Cave Rescue Organisation. After the 
interval it is to two underground locations in Cheshire, 
namely Astbury Hydraulic Lime Company Limestone Mine 
and Mow Cop Tunnels and Tramways. 

2. Pretoria Chert Mine. Bakewell 
Sunday 21 January 2007 
Leader: Tony Wood 
This is an easy gradedry trip that is suitable for novices. 

Wear oversuit or boilersuit. Access into mine is via a l 5ft 
deep shaft, using a fixed steel ladder. Mostly large walking 
size passages, which are steeply inclined in places. There are 
some superb packwalls and artefacts. Worth bringing a 
camera. Party size is limited. 

For further information on this mine see Mining History 
(PDMHS) Vol 13, No 5. 

To book your place, meeting time/place; Contact Tony 
Wood, Tel: 01629-650162 (Home) or 07971-318825 
(Mobile). 

3. Five Dales Circular Walk 

Wednesday 24 January 2007 
Leader: Paul Chandler 

Meet 1 O.OOam Tideswell Dale car park (NGR 
SK154742) 

Walk visiting five White Peak Dales, namely Tideswell 
Dale, Miller's Dale, Cressbrook Dale, Tansley Dale and 
Litton Dale. It is an easy grade walk of about 5 miles along 
good paths although Miller's Dale may be wet underfoot. 
Some road walking. 

The walk passes various mine entrances and mining 
features. Bring usual walking gear, camera, packed lunch and 
drink and a copy of OS map White Peak Explorer OL24. 

For further information on Tansley Dale and 
Cressbrook Dale, see PDMHS Bulletin Vol 7, No 2. 

Additionally, further information on this area, can be found 
in various Society Newsletters (from No 101) in the regular 
series of short notes, entitled Peak District Mines 

Observations and Discoveries. 



4. Exploring Tunnels and Mines in unusual areas of the UK 
Wednesday 31 January 2007 
Presenter: Paul Chandler 
Venue: Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath 
Time: 7.30pm 
This slide presentation will be to unusual underground 

locations. The areas to be visited are: Williamson's Tunnels, 
Liverpool: Kent Hill Gravel Mine: Audley & Beech Cave 
(Mine), Beech, Staffs: Winsford Salt Mine, Cheshire: 
Stockport Air Raid Shelter: Whitworth Gritstone Mine, 
Rochdale: Ashnott Mine, Trough of Bowland, Lanes: 
Collyweston Slate Mines, Northants: Nottingham Caves: and 
Dragonby Ironstone Mine, Scunthorpe. 

NB. For your comfort, bring a cushion as most of the 
seats are hard. 

5. Northern Dale Mines, Wensley 
Sunday 4 February 2007 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 1 O.OOam Matlock Railway Station car park 
Lords & Ladies Mine Easy/Moderate grade. Dry, apart 

from static shallow pools. Crawling involved, so bring knee 
pads. 

Upper Lords & Ladies Mine Moderate grade. Dry 
mine. Optional short climb to 'Lower Series' will be rigged 
with ladder or rope 

These trips are not suitable for complete novices. 
Further information on the Lords & Ladies Mine 

complex can be found in Mining History (PDMHS) Vol 16, 
No 3. An article concerning Lords & Ladies Mine can be 
found in "Archaeology and Conservation in Derbyshire -
2005" magazine. 

6. Peakshole Sough, Castleton 
Wednesday 7 February 2007 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 10.00am Castleton village car park. 
This is a "Working day" at this sough and the objective 

is to remove a large amount of plastic and rubber pipe, 
plastic containers and other misc items. Easy grade trip, with 
wellie depth water in first part of sough. Wear boilersuit or 
oversuit. No crawling involved. Bring gloves. Also bring 
packed lunch and drink if stopping all day, although food 
available in Castleton. 

As it is intended to transport plastic pipe to a storage 
facility elsewhere in the Peak District, a suitable vehicle is 
required. Can you help? If you can, contact Paul Chandler. 

7. Exploring Derbyshire Caves and Mines 
Wednesday 14 February 2007 
Presenter: Paul Chandler 
Venue: Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath 
Time: 7.15pm for 7.30pm 
"Roses are red, Violets are blue" there's a Special 

Valentine Day treat taking place at the Peak District Mining 
Museum. Forget candlelit dinners, we're talking tallow 
candles and three lovely video's. The first video is of Peak 
Cavern at Castleton. 

The next is a Derbyshire classic, the Underground 
Journey - Meerbrook Sough to Cromford Sough. This black 
and white film was produced circa 1960 and contains a 
dramatic soundtrack. 

The final video to be shown features Wirksworth Mines 
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Research Group members exploring Golconda Mine, near 
Hopton. 

8. Devonshire Cavern, Matlock Bath 
Tuesday 27 February 2007 

Leaders: Paul Chandler and Tony Wood 
Meet 7.00pm at the Peak District Mining Museum, 

Matlock Bath 
There is a choice of an easy grade dry novices trip and a 

moderate grade trip to the Upper Workings. Equipment 
required is oversuit or boilersuit, knee pads, "hands free" 
lighting for both trips and helmet (with chin-strap). On the 
Upper Workings trip there are various climbs, one rope 
assisted. 

For further information on Devonshire Cavern, see 
Mining History (PDMHS) Vol 14, No 6. 

9. Peakshole Sough, Castleton 
Wednesday 28 February 2007 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 10.00am at Castleton village car park. 
Another working day at this location. All other details 

are the same as the meet on 7 February. 

10. Peak Cavern, Castleton 
Sunday 4 March 2007 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
A Derbyshire 'Classic'. A magnificent streamway, 

mostly large passage and plenty of mud and water. Grade: 
Moderate. Various fixed ladders and ropes to be climbed. 
Wear oversuit or wetsuit, wetsuit socks, gloves, kneepads, 
wellies or boots and a Chocy Bar. Electric lighting only. 
Duration of meet will be 5hrs (approx). 

Numbers restricted and visitors must be over 18 years 
of age. £4 charge payable. To book your place and for further 
details, contact Paul Chandler, Tel: 01246-220773. 

For those Society members who have not visited Peak 
Cavern before, try to attend video evening on 14 February 
for a preview. 

11. Jacob's Dream Mine and Henstocks Mine, Via Gellia 
Tuesday 13 March 2007 
Leaders: Paul Chandler and Tony Wood. 
Meet 7.00pm at the large layby just west of the Bonsall 

village turning. 
Easy grade dry trips. Walking/Stooping size passages. 

Ideal for novices. 

12. Horseshoe Dale Mine, Chelmorton and Magpie 
Mine/Sheldon Walk 

Wednesday 21 March 2007 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 10.00am at Chelmorton crossroads (NGR 

SKI 10695) 
Mine grade is easy with short rigid ladder climb. Huge 

dry mined passage. 
For further information, see Mining History (PDMHS) 

Vol 15, No 1. 
The mine visit will be followed by short walk around 

Magpie Mine site and Sheldon, including a visit to the 
churchyard to see two mining related gravestones. Bring 
packed lunch and drink, camera and copy of OS map White 
Peak Explorer 01-24. 

I 
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13. High Tor Grotto and Side Mine, Matlock Bath 
Tuesday 27 March 2007 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Evening visit. Easy grade with walking/stooping size 

passages. Well worth bringing a camera. Ideal novice trips. 
High Tor Grotto is dry except a flooded level at the end. 
Superb calcite crystals to be seen. Side Mine is dry apart 
from shallow paddle along entrance level, wear wellies. 
Superb stone stemples will be seen. Exploration of optional 
passage at end of main level, involves crossing two narrow 
ledges (down to flooded stopes) and a thrutch through 
toadstone. 

Beware that the first part of Side Mine level is coated in 
red paint pigment which stains clothes. Wear old clothes, old 
oversuit etc. 

Both of these mines were open as Show Caverns, High 
Tor Grotto between 1825 and 1914 and Side Mine 1825 to 
1845. For further information, see Mining History (PDMHS) 
Vol 14, No 6. 

The party size is restricted and preference will be given 
to Society members who have not visited these levels before. 
Society members only, sorry no guests. 

To book your place(s), meeting time/place, contact Paul 
Chandler, Tel: 01246-220773 

Thanks to "Rockwood Pigments", High Tor Works for 
allowing access. 

14. Mine Levels at Ballidon and Hartington 
Sunday I April 2007 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 10.00am at Hartington village centre 
Exploration of three mine levels is planned. All easy 

grade. All passage of walking/stooping size, apart from short 
low crawl in one level. Ideal for novices. One mine level 
contains calcite formations, worth bringing a camera. For 
further infonnation on mine levels to be visited: 

Hartington Moor Farm Adit - See "Caves of the Peak 
District", compiled by David W Gill and John S Beck (1991 
edition) pg 140. 

Trial Mine Level, Biggin Dale - See PDMHS 
Newsletter No 103, Peak District Mines - Observations and 
Discoveries Part 3. 

15. Jugholes. Matlock 
Tuesday 10 April 2007 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 7.00pm at the layby in Salters Lane (opposite 

track to Masson Quarry) (NGR SK282594). 
Easy/Moderate grade but the whole system is rather 

muddy. Walking/stooping/crawling passages with a short 
squeezy bit. Various rock scrambles, plus climb (rope
assisted). 

A number of impressive natural/mined caverns will be 
visited. The short series of mine workings off the impressive 
entrance cavern of Jugholes will be visited first, followed by 
the popular through trip in the Lower Series. 
For further information, see Mining History (PDMHS) Vol 
14, No 6 and the comprehensive publication entitled 
Jugholes Interpretation Pack by Gordon Fiander & David 
Webb (2002). 

7 

VISIT TO LAFARGE HOPE VALLEY CEMENT 
WORKS AND QUARRY 

Eight members assembled outside Lafarge's Cement 
Works, but hill mist, at around 1000 feet, put paid to any 
immediate thoughts of exploring the quarry in search of old 
mine workings, at least for the morning. 

After a short briefing to explain the process that 
changes limestone and shale to cement, we went outside to 
view the process. First impressions were of noisy, rumbling, 
hot slowly revolving cylindrical machinery and a six-story 
high tower, all covered by ever present drifts of cement, the 
latter the only Jack of similarity to an oil refinery. Just as 
with a refinery the place seemed to run itself; the only 
operatives were those in the control room where banks of 
computerised graphs indicated that all was well. As someone 
who likes to keep his PC dust free, it was an eye-opener to 
see all this expensive wizardry working happily despite being 
covered by inches of dust. 

Even though we couldn't see it, limestone ground to 
pea-size flows downhill from the quarry to be mixed with 
shale from another conveniently opposed quarry on the far 
side of the plant. Blended 82% limestone to 18% shale, the 
"raw meal", as it is called, is preheated by being passed 
down the six-storied pre-heater tower which is, itself, fuelled 
by exhaust heat from the two 70metre kilns. The preheated 
"raw meal" then goes into the kilns. Here it is heated by coal 
and petroleum coke and, slowly rotating, is heated to 
l ,450°C, which turns it to nodules of clinker containing 
hydraulic calcium silicates, the chemical building blocks of 
cement. From the kiln, the clinker is then pulverised before 
being blended with a small quantity of gypsum to create fine
powder cement, which is then either bagged or loaded into 
bulk road and rail tankers for distribution. 

After a pleasant lunch in the staff canteen, we drove 
through nearby Bradwell to a viewing platform high above 
the quarry where we could look down on dumper trucks 
looking like dinky toys from above, but in fact were carrying 
teens of tonnes of raw limestone. Disappointingly there was 
no blasting, but when it takes place, each blow provides 
about 20,000 tonnes of limestone, enough for four days 
supply. 

Lafarge is justifiably proud of its efforts to keep such a 
huge undertaking environmentally friendly. C02 emissions 
are comfortably below EU recommendations, and in 1943, 
long before the founding of the Peak District National Park, 
the company, which was then G&T Earle , began to 
landscape the site, making its visual impact as gentle as 
possible. Around 2.5 million tonnes of unsuitable limestone 
have been landscaped into a bank that partly masks and 
narrows the quarry entrance. Some 75,000 trees have been 
planted and the ultimate plan is to see the quarry when it is 
worked out, left to look like a typical Peakland dale. As part 
of that plan, an unstable face in an abandoned section of the 
quarry has been allowed to fall to create a scree slope. 

Many thanks to Paul Chandler and John Mills for 
organising the event. Cement will never again be just 
something that is either ready-mixed or dry powder in paper 
sacks. 
Brian Spencer 



SOCIETY MIDWEEK MEETS 

A big "Thank You .. to those members who supported the 
three recent midweek meets, namely two surface walks and 
one underground trip. 

I was overwhelmed with the number of people who 
attended the first walk (21 ). The weather for our walk 
through Deepdale, Horseshoe Dale and Chelmorton was 
superb5 a beautiful sunny day. The Peakshole Sough trip at 
Castleton was attended by 10 persons the Hathersage Moor 
& Ringinglow walk was attended by 11 persons .. 

A further four Midweek Meets have been arranged for 
the near future. If you would like to see more Midweek 
Meets in the Society Meets Programme, would you be 
prepared to organise/lead, either walks or mine trips or both? 

The Society Meets Co-ordinator would be delighted to 
hear from you. 

PDMHS "Meets Co-ordinator"- Paul Chandler 

SO YOU WANT TO GO UNDERGROUND! 
Society members who would like to try Mine 

Exploration should contact Paul Chandler. 

What to wear for mine exploration: helmet (chinstrap 

essential), lamp (either helmet mounted or battery on belt), 

old clothes or boilersuit or pvc oversuit. 

Basic equipment; eg helmet, caplamp and oversuit(pvc) 

are available for hire from Paul Chandler 

Paul Chandler, PDMHS 'Training Co-ordinator 

THE AUTUMN 2006 BARMOTE COURT EVENT 
The autumn Barmote Event, celebrating the continuity 

of the Barmote Court, goes from strength to strength. The 
Peak District Mining Museum was the venue for the 2006 
event on 18 October, and some 80 Society members and 
guests attended. The principal guests were the High Sheriff 
of Derbyshire, David Legh, Mrs Legh and their daughter 
Kate. 

Julie Bunting, the noted contributor to the Peak 
Advertiser, gave a talk that was based on her recent 
publication "Byegone Industries of the Peak" that was 
followed by a well subscribed book signing. 

After the presentation of clay pipes by Jim Rieuwerts 
and Alan Mutter to all who attended the event, Lynn Willies 
gave us a spirited photo presentation on the famous Klondike 
Gold Rush where his grandfather, a blacksmith, either made 
his fortune - or didn't! 

The refreshments were prepared by Evelyn Dixon and 
the usual Monday Night suspects. The refreshments were up 
to the high standard that we have come to expect at these 
events. 

There were a number of new members of the Society at 
the event and the opportunity was taken for Tony Wood to 
take them round the Museum and Temple Mine. 

Jim Rieuwerts, the instigator of the Barmote Event, was 
delighted with the attendance at the Event and he is hopeful 
that next year more officials and jurymen of the Wirksworth 
Barmote Court will be present. 
Alan Mutter 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES OBSERVATIONS AND 
DISCOVERIES PART 20 

1. Slinter Wood. Cromford. Derbyshire. centred SK 286 571 
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As part of the search for pre-powder workings in the 
Peak District, the mines and short trials in the eastern half of 
Slinter Wood were recently examined. These were 
catalogued and briefly described by Flindall, Hayes and 
Rieuwerts in the PDMHS bulletin in 1977 (Vol. 6.6, pp. 163-
79). Only one small trial level in a scrin had good evidence 
for firesetting sooting and probable heat-altered surfaces 
(Flindall, Hayes and Rieuwerts, working 8, SK 2887 5712). 

Unfortunately one of the two most extensive 
underground workings, at Owlet Hole Gate (Flindall, Hayes 
and Rieuwerts, working 9, SK 2884 5708), has now been 
sealed with an unopenable grill and could not be assessed. 

Further north-east the other has a small openable iron 
door (Flindall, Hayes and Rieuwerts, working 5, SK 2892 
5716). These little-visited workings have a total length of 
about l 80m. The first half comprise relatively small 
passages, on two levels about 2m apart, following a 
mineralised pipe deposit developed on a scrin, which runs 
south-eastwards; there are occasional shotholes here. The 
present entrance is where miners have accidentally broken 
through to surface; their point of entry was presumably down 
a shaft/shafts further to the south-east. At about half way 
along the accessible mine, a short climb leads up into a 
natural cave passage on a slightly different alignment. In the 
small chamber at the top of the rise, there is what may be a 
small shaft to surface, choked with boulders at the top. A 
short distance along the stooping/crawling-height cave 
passage, a short cross-cut from the roof leads back to the 
scrin, where there is a trial powder-driven level, leading 
downhill to a forefield; given the small size of this passage, 
one is left wondering why the miners made life difficult for 
themselves, as they would have had to drag the <leads uphill! 
There is low pack of <leads, presumably from the trial just 
mentioned, in the main cave passage on its west side. This 
has a fine example of a small, mostly-undisturbed, water 
channel running along its top. This has been fashioned with 
clay taken from the cave floor and has low shaped 'walls' and 
base, made to take water drips north-westwards, presumably 
for ore washing. Beyond (not entered 2006), the passage 
lowers, and links to the base of an unginged 'shaft' to surface. 

Present: John Bamatt and Terry Worthington. 

2. Dunsley Springs Level. Via Gellia. Derbyshire. SK 1719 
5710 

This c. 265m long level located high above Marl 
Cottage was described in detail by Flindall and Hayes in 
1971 (BPDMHS 4.6, pp. 429-449). It is a typical Via Gellia 
l 8'h or 19'h century exploratory working, driven in the 
limestone below the Matlock Lower Lava, following a 
mineralised fault without finding economic lead deposits. A 
winze to lower workings at the end of the level was not 
descended; this may have been sunk to avoid the lava, which 
was hit at the end of the main level. There are several 
features of archaeological interest, including shotholes, 
rubmarks from tubs, a good example of a blind forefield with 
vertical pickwork, a short section of stone roof stempling, 
and in one section short, near-vertical, wooden stemples in 
wall notches which 'support' the roof. At various places 
along the level there is graffiti dating from the late 19'h 
century onwards through much of the 20'h century; clearly in 
the past the now obscure and hard to find level was well 
known and explored at regular intervals. At one point a large 
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number of pieces of leather from boots/clogs have been 
gathered and placed to the passage side. · Some of the sole 
pieces are very slender suggesting they were from a woman's 
boot. At one point in the roof there is a shothole with 
stemming, with an iron pricker stuck within it; adjacent to 
this there is a parallel shothole which had been subsequently 
fired, exposing the first aborted hole. At regular intervals 
along the level there are carefully and deeply carved 
measurements, each done with the point of a pick or round 
chisel. These were almost certainly executed when the mine 
was active, or being re-assessed, in conjunction with a survey 
of the length of the level. They are at 20 yard intervals and 
each has a small adjacent picked hollow which is presumably 
the measured survey station. They start at number 20 and the 
last is at 260; only number 60 could not be found. There 
should also have been one at 280 ifthe sequence had been 
continued to the winze at the end of the level but this does 
not appear to exist. The author has never seen a comparable 
example elsewhere and one is left wondering why someone 
went to so much trouble? Was there a dispute over how far 
the level had been driven and thus perhaps how much 
someone was to be paid? Was someone trying to determine 
exactly where the end of the level was in relation to mine 
features at surface and was anal about their recording or 
alternatively needed to demonstrate this distance to a second 
party? We will probably never know. 

Present: John Barnatt, Jon Humble, Paul Mortimer and 
Andy Tickle. 

3. Soughs in Norbury Hollow. near Poynton. Cheshire. 
Norbury Colliery Sough. SJ 9371 8549. 
This sough, which issues ochreous water, is situated on 

the northern side of Norbury Brook. The arched stone-built 
entrance is within a well-built retaining wall suggesting that 
it was reconstructed when the adjacent railway line (Buxton 
to Stockport) was constructed. The sough drains the Norbury 
Colliery, the site of which is marked by a brick-built Engine 
House at SJ 9379 8555 that was erected c. 1840, although the 
sough pre-dates this feature. 

Sir George Warren's Deep Level. SJ 9365 8548. This 
sough, driven in c. 1785, drains into the southern side of 
Norbury Brook about 200 yards downstream from Norbury 
Colliery Sough. The arched entrance is situated at the end of 
a short !eat and issues a steady flow of water into the brook. 
The sough was driven to drain the coal mines on the higher 
ground to the south of Norbury Hollow. 

Present: Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw. 

4. Dane/Blackclough Collieries. north-east of 
Wildboarclough. Cheshire and Derbyshire. c. SK 009 698 

At Dane Colliery a 'sough' bolt (culvert) has been 
inspected, which lies at c. SK 0080 6963, immediately 
downstream of the river-side entrance to the fine late l 9'h 
century arched level and associated unloading bay (with a 
small square pit at the site of a weighbridge) and nearby 
ruined building. The bolt is stone-lined with a slabed roof 
and contains ochreous water which issues into the river at the 
downstream end. Upstream this bolt presumably runs under 
the river-side spoil heap and comes from inside the level 
beyond, which was described by Williams (1987 - Bulletin 
PDMHS 10.2) as having a strong flow of water. Thus, this 
haulage level must have in effect also acted as a sough for 
the mine. 
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In the ongoing saga of the Blackclough Colliery and its 
underground canal, !eats, etc., reported in this series of notes 
(Newsletters I 02, note 2; 103, note 6; 115, note 2; 116, note 
5), a small amount of further information has been provided 
by Len Kirkham, from Anthony Borrow's book 'Valley of the 
Wild Stream: A History of Wildboarclough' published by 
Elderberry Press in 2004 (for which Len was a major 
contributor of information on the coal mining). The dispute 
between the Duke of Devonshire's agent and that of the Earl 
of Derby after the diversion of water from the Dane into the 
Dukes mines in 1842 was clearly acrimonious. Billinge, the 
manager of Dane Colliery, broke the newly created !eat on 
the other side of the river, which was for a mine waterwheel, 
and let the water back into the Dane. He was threatened with 
prosecution and the Blackclough colliers re-established the 
!eat. Unfortunately, no documentation has survived to 
establish how the dispute was finally resolved. 

Recently the full course of the postulated waterwheel 
leat was followed to try to find a missing section between the 
upper !eat opposite Dane Colliery and the !eat described 
previously above Three Shires Head. The upper !eat 
terminates today at a steep riverside slope where any traces 
of a !eat may have been eroded away as the river changed 
course slightly. A short distance downstream there is a small 
area of flat-topped river terrace where a slight linear hollow 
may be interpreted as a silted continuation of the !eat, but 
then it is lost again in a dissected marshy area where any !eat 
must have in parts at least been on a raised launder. The 
lower !eat was followed upstream in this direction for about 
I OOm, where it curves following the contour but then 
disappears into marshy ground. Thus there is a gap of c. 
500m where nothing could be traced. This makes it far from 
certain whether the two !eats are parts of the same feature. 
The vertical fall between the !eat sections at either end of the 
gap is about IO- l 5m, which is not sufficient to discount the 
possibility as this gives an average fall from a true horizontal 
of only c. 1-2 degrees. However, two factors may suggest 
they do not go together. The upstream end of the traceable 
lower leat is at a place where it could have collected water 
from marshy ground above and thus this could be its true 
starting point. The !eat opposite Dane Colliery is built at a 
significantly grander scale than that above Three Shires 
Head. This could be explained if the former already existed 
in 1842 and was only re-used, but with a lower water flow 
rate. However, if this is indeed the Duke's 18th century canal 
dock, in the absence of a road leading up the steep slope on 
Duke's side of river, then the coal must have been transported 
across the river through the Earl's Dane Colliery ground. 
While relations between the two estates may have been less 
acrimonious than in 1842, it seems unlikely that transporting 
coal across the river would have been allowed by the Earl, as 
the two collieries were in competition and this would have 
given the Duke's colliery an advantage as it provided a much 
better route to Derbyshire markets and the Duke's limekilns 
at Grin Hill. All this said, and possibly in support of the two 
traceable !eat sections going together, it is hard to see an 
alternative explanation other than for mining use for the 
lower !eat, which is a carefully constructed embanked feature 
that is nearly 500m long. 

Unfortunately, we are still no nearer interpreting these 
features in the Dane Valley and locating the underground l 8'h 
century colliery canal. 

Present (variously on two occasions): John Bamatt, 
Margaret Black, Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw and Eric Wood. 



4. High Tor Rake and Hard Rake (Fem and Roman Caves). 
Matlock Bath. Derbyshire. centred SK 29805885 

A detailed archaeological survey of these two 
opencuts/vein workings above High Tor, both of which are 
part of a Scheduled Monument designated for their lead 
mining interest, has recently been completed. This work was 
undertaken on behalf of Derbyshire Dales District Council, 
as part of their HLF funded Matlock Parks Project, in 
advance of consideration of the feasibility of reopening these 
features to the public. From the 1860s until a few years ago 
they were open as a 'showcave' but were closed due to health 
and safety concerns. Both opencuts are impressive mined 
features, with 'vertical' rock sides, in veins that were 
commonly l-2m wide. 

While both are clearly relatively old workings, as the 
assessment shows that much mining took place prior to the 
utilisation of powder which became commonly used from the 
early l 8'h century, no archaeological evidence exists to 
elucidate when this working first took place. There are 
scattered shotholes throughout the opencuts, but close 
examination shows that in all cases this later mining was 
restricted to intermittent testing of dirty pre-existing surfaces 
and investigating small scrins and joints to the sides, none of 
which proved productive. While Roman mining certainly 
cannot be discounted, it seems just as, or more, likely that 
much work was carried out in the main veins in the medieval 
or early post-medieval periods. Documentary evidence 
shows that the section of Hard Rake on High Tor (of which 
Roman Cave is part) was certainly in work in the first half of 
the l 7'h century and a document of 1540/41 may also refer to 
workings here (Jim Rieuwerts and Roger Flindall pers. 
comm.). Both veins were eventually worked at much greater 
depth. Short sections of accessible workings of unknown 
date (but with evidence for later reworking) can be entered 
from below the High Tor cliffs, while post-medieval 
workings in what is commonly known today as Side Mine 
run close to river level from the Paint Works under the full 
length of Roman Cave and were extended deeper than this 
with the aid of pumps. 

Roman Cave lies on Hard Rake, which is the 
continuation of Bacon/Great Rake on the west side of the 
river, the latter known to have been extensively worked in 
the late 15'h century (and probably before). The Hard Rake 
opencuts above High Tor, which include two branch veins on 
the south side, are currently up to I Om deep. A short side 
scrin has probable evidence for firesetting in the form of 
heavy sooting (and there is also further indirect evidence for 
firesetting in the level below the cliff see Short Notes 18). 
In the main stopes there are numerous stemple eyes and slots, 
including three concentrations which have vertical and 
horizontal lines. Two places where drawing took place have 
been identified from ropewear grooves. The opencut is also 
of significant geological interest as a fine example of a 
mineralised fault with extensive slickensiding, which took 
places in several phases. One section demonstrates the way 
the hade of veins can quickly change, with a double kink 
where the vein is displaced sideways by about two metres, to 
create a pronounced overhang in the workings. 

Fern Cave on High Tor Rake is up to 22m deep and is 
currently gated at both ends. This stope runs approximately 
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at right angles to the other, trending west of north from their 
junction at its southern end. Again it has numerous stemple 
slots and eyes, including 5 clusters, and ropewear from 
winding has been identified near its deepest point. One of 
the significant features of this stope is a number of 
stalches/cranches where unworked vein material has been 
left high in the stope to guard against this collapsing. There 
are also several places where large slabs and blocks remain 
perched high in the stope, which were also in some cases 
either wedged here for the same reason, or more probably are 
the vestiges of extensive backfill of the stope with deads 
which have largely collapsed or been removed. A short side 
scrin has been worked using firesetting and has heat-altered 
surfaces and sooting. Sooting also exists high in the stope, in 
a short section where the vein pinches and has not been 
worked to surface, at a low point in the main passage, and in 
a second side trial. The walls of the main stope are different 
to those of Hard Rake in that there are many small flattings 
extending a short way into the bedding and calcite is 
generally more common, whereas in Hard Rake the dominant 
remaining mineral at the vein sides is fluorspar. High Tor 
Rake vein can be inspected from below the cliff, where the 
inner parts of the workings beyond an area where rotten 
toadstone is present, are calcite-vugh dominated with 
significant ochre deposits. The 'open' nature of this vein and 
its earthy/decomposed deposits explain the worn-appearance 
of many of the walls in the Fem Cave stope above; these 
result from the nature of the mineralisation rather than 
indicating the mining is necessarily of particular antiquity. 

In contrast to the areas just described, towards the 
northern end of the old showcave there is a much wider area 
where there has been significant collapse of the sides, 
partially choking the opencut with large boulders. Here open 
limestone joints ran parallel to the stope and this led to 
blocks oflimestone bedrock falling into the vein from the 
walls, leaving vertical faces set back from the mineralised 
zone. Here the joint faces have protruding beds of chert 
surrounded by etched limestone. A similar amount of etching 
of the limestone in adjacent parts of the stope where the vein 
sides remain, and traces of water-worn surfaces, raises the 
possibility that at this area of the vein was removed when a 
natural cavern formed and subsequently extensive block
collapse developed, both presumably long before the vein 
was mined. 

Present: John Bamatt and Terry Worthington. 

If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, 
Chapel en le Frith, High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 
814822) or John Bamatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 
Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923), (e-mail 
john.bamatt@btintemet.com). 

THE SILVER TROWEL AWARD 
Society member Dr John Barnatt was presented with 

the Silver Trowel Award at the recent British Archaeological 
Awards ceremony in Birmingham by Professor Mick Aston, 
the technicolour-jumpered expert on Channel 4's "Time 
Team". John is employed as Senior 
Survey Archaeologist with the Peak District National Park 
Authority. 



Award winner Dr John Barnatt (2nd left) is congratulated (from left) by Ken Smith, Jon Humble and Mick Aston 

The Silver Trowel, sponsored by Spear and Jackson, 
is the profession's "award of awards" made for the greatest 
initiative in British Archaeology. It is presented every two 
years. 

John's nomination for the Award was for a range of 
National Park Projects, in conjunction with English Heritage. 
It also included his own private research and voluntary work 
with PDMHS and with local archaeological groups and 
history societies. The nomination was made by Ken Smith, 
Peak District National Park Authority Cultural Heritage 
Manager, and John Humble, English Heritage Regional 
Inspector of Ancient Monuments. 

NICKERGROVE MINE 
We have recently refurbished the top entrance shaft into 

Nickergrove Mine. This mine is situated up the steep valley 
side of Cuckoo Delph, Stony Middledton. 

The shaft top is now safe, the rotten wooden platform 
midway between the shaft top and the inset to the workings 
has been removed and a heavy steel frame has been 
fabricated and fixed across the shaft at the inset to take a 
galvanised steel "removable" grille. 

Access to the mine is still by a very easy grade SRT or 
Electron Ladder pitch. More safety work is still required on 
the other short vertical pitches. 

A big 'thank you' to English Nature, Crewe Caving 
Team and Dave Webb. 
Len Kirkham 

SLOUGH CAVERNS 
"Come friendly bombs, and fall on Slough ... " so wrote 

John Betjeman. But the inhabitants of Slough might have had 
the benefit of natural bomb shelters in the form of caverns 
deep beneath the town. Discovered during the construction of 
the new Tesco Superstore on Wellington Street, Slough 
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Caverns is proving to be one of the largest natural cavern 
systems in Europe, if not the world. If you 
want further information on this interesting item, I suggest 
you visit the website www.sloughcaverns.co.uk . 

Unfortunately, I have no corroborating evidence to back 
up the story, and you can't always believe everything you 
read on the internet! 
Andy Gillings 

AN UNUSUAL APPEAL 
I know this is an unusual appeal to appear in the 

PDMHS Newsletter, but I have been knitting garments for 
children for a charity in Chesterfield for some years who 
distribute in Eastern Europe. Unfortunately my source of 
yarn appears to have dried up. 

Given the vast circulation of the Newsletter, I wonder if 
any of the members, wives, girlfriends and mothers have any 
oddments of yarn that they can donate. I can be quite creative 
with stripes! If so, please contact Marilyn Benson at the Peak 
District Mining Museum. 
Marilyn Benson 

ILLUSTRATED LECTURES AT THE "WINDING 
WHEEL". CHESTERFIELD 

Two forthcoming illustrated lectures which may be of 
interest to Society members and guests are: 

Wednesday 24 January 2007- "Dovedale and the 
Manifold Valley", presented by Andrew Firth. 

Wednesday 28 February 2007- "Millstones of 
Derbyshire" presented by Steve Wood. 

Start time is at 7.00pm. Tickets: £4.80, concessions 
£3.70. 

There are a wide variety of illustrated lectures, both 
local and world-wide subjects, on each Wednesday, except in 
December, until March 2007. 



A full programme is available from Winding Wheel Concert 
& Exhibition Venue, Chesterfield. Tel: 01246-345334 and 
www.windingwheel.co.uk. 
Paul Chandler 

7th INTERNATIONAL MINING HISTORY 
CONGRESS. INDIA 

I am pleased to report that a date for the Bhubaneswar 
Conference in Orissa has now been finalized. 

Because of administrative reasons on the part of the 
Indian organizing committee, we were finally restricted to 
dates in November and December. As November is a busy 
examination period in many parts of the world, it was finally 
decided that the most appropriate time to hold the Congress 
would be between 13th - 16th December 2007. 

Dr S K Sarangi, who heads the Indian Committee has 
been asked to set up a web page as soon as possible to 
publicise the meeting and to call for people to register their 
interest in attending and in presenting papers. 
Lynn Willies 

DERBYSHIRE DVD PRODUCTIONS (2006) 

1. "The History of Blue John Stone" produced by British 

Local Histories 

Running time: 72 minutes. Cost £9.99. 

www.britishlocalhistories.co.uk 

2. "Show Caves of the Peak District" 
Brief visits to five showcaves, namely Peak Cavern, 

Speedwell Cavern, Treak Cliff Cavern and 
Blue John Cavern at Castleton and Poole's Cavern, at 
Buxton. 
Running time: 27 minutes. Cost £9.99. 

For further information and copies please contact 
johnmercy@excite.com 

There are stockists for both productions in the Castleton 
area, including Speedwell Cavern, Tel: 01433 -620512. 

PRODUCTION OF DRESSED LEAD AND ZINC 
Metal mine statistics for Derbyshire up to 1913 are given in 
Burt's book. The figures for 1915 have been found in a paper 
published by the Ministry of Munitions of War -"Report of 
the Controller of the Department for the Development of 
Mineral Resources in the UK" - that was published in 1918. 
The following is an example, for the "production of dressed 
lead and zinc and number of men employed" during 1915. 

Lead Zinc Labour 
Tons Tons U/ground 

Surface 
Mill Close 3771 401 114 84 
Ashover* 45 8 12 
Chance } 1 
Wakebridge } 6 
Good luck } 3 2 
Tenement } 2 2 
Snake } 2 2 
Red Rake* 55 9 10 
Catholes 2 
Church Rake* 2 2 2 
Long Rake 14 4 2 
M & True Blue 6 3 
* Mines producing Fluorspar 
Dr I Brown 
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SOCIETY PROJECTS. 
The following are details of ongoing Society Projects. 

I. Crich Mining Display 
This is located in the Crich Tramway Village at Crich. 
Project Leader: Mick and Lillian Bridges. 

Tel: 0115 9436214 
Working Days: Most Sundays, all year round. 
Surface work 

2. High Rake Mine. Windmill 
Project Leader: Chris Heathcote 
Tel: 01298 814822 
Second Contact: John Barnatt 
Tel: 01298 77923 
Working Days: First Saturday of every month. 
Time: 10.30am onwards 
Surface work 

3. Old Millclose Mine. Wensley 
Project Leader: John Peel 
Tel: 01335 390448 
Working Days: Occasional Sundays 
Underground work 
Society members requiring further information on any 

of these projects, please contact relevant Project Leader. 
It is said that variety is the spice of life, well there is 

plenty of variety in the Society Projects. Whatever time you 
can spare, you can be assured of a warm welcome. "NO 
experience is required". To paraphrase a famous saying 
"YOUR SOCIETY PROJECTS NEED YOU". 
Compiled by Paul Chandler 

COPY FOR THE APRIL EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 5 March 2007. Copy, articles, photographs, 

letters etc should be sent to:-
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

E-Mail:- wes@wtaylor44.fsnet.co.uk 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

LTD 

Company No 1227931Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Muse 
The Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, 

Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. 
Tel:- (01629) 583834. 

SOCIETY WEB SITES · 
Society: www.pdmhs.com 

Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and 
may be reproduced without permission provided due 
acknowledgement is made of the source.Opinions expressed 
in this publication are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of the S_ociety. Copy 
submitted for publication is not checked by the Editor for 
accuracy 


