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24 April U/GMeet Stony Middleton Page 3 
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12 May Joint NMRS Meet Magpie Mine Page 5 
13 May U/G Meet Wirksworth Page 11 
22May Surface Meet Bakewell Page 4 
5 June Surface Meet Sheldon Page4 
15-17 June NAMHO Conference Tamar Valley Page 11 
19 June Surface Meet Monyash Page 4 
3 July Surface Meet Monyash Page4 
13 -14 October U/GMeet Wirksworth Page 11 
17 October Barmote Event Matlock Bath Page 5 
24 November AGM&Dinner Matlock Bath Page 1 
13-16 December International 

Conference India Page 11 

MAGPIE MINE FIELD CENTRE 
Magpie Mine Field Centre is available for use 

by Society members and their guests. It is an ideal 
base for underground exploration, walking, rest and 
relaxation. 

Its resources are:- two kitchens with cooking 
and washing facilities; two flush toilets and showers; 
on site electricity supply; first floor sleeping areas; 
enclosed lawn (mower provided!) and parking area. 

The cottage warden prefers users to visit before 
their first stay to discuss the situation and operation 
of equipment. 

Please contact her via the website or on 01530 
810905. 

Following the vandalism oflate 2006, work has 
started to repair the damage. 

Plans are being drawn up for the repair and 
stabilisation of this scheduled site. This will involve 
expertise from other agencies. Updates on progress 
will be posted on the website and in the Newsletter. 

Volunteers for working parties will then be 
needed. All offers, whatever your skill area, will be 
gratefully received. 
MaveLu.ff 
Cottage Warden 

AGM AND ANNUAL DINNER - 2007 
The 2007 AGM and Annual Dinner will be held 

on Saturday 24 November 2007. Further details will 
be published when available. 

SOCIETY WEB SITE 
After many years of managing the Society web 

site, Dave Williams has stood down and we, Mat and 
Niki Adlam-Stiles, are the new webmasters. 

We have finished battling our way through the 
vast PDMHS website, and the new version has been 
launched. 

The new address is: http://www.pdmhs.com 



It's was only when we sat down to start work on 
the new web site that we realised how much effort 
had been put in by our predecessor(s). Many thanks 
to Dave Williams (and anyone else who helped him) 
for such a sterling effort. 

The first task was simply to take the existing 
site, and to jiggle it around into a format that Niki 
and I can update easily. Most of the information that 
Dave had put on line is available through the new site 
- we are aware that there are a few areas to polish off. 

Now that the site is live, we also aim to start 
growing the site - with further information about 
society projects, an up-to-date meets list, 
downloadable membership form, etc, etc ... 

We have also set up some Society email 
addresses. They are: 

website@pdmhs.com is set to forward to us. 
Contributions to the site are most welcome and we 
will specify preferred formats in due course. 

newsletter@pdmhs.com is set to forward to the 
Newsletter Editor. 

magpiebookings@pdmhs.com is set to forward 
to thee Cottage Warden 

miningmuseum@pdmhs.com is set to forward to 
mail@peakmines.co.uk 
Mat and Niki Adlam-Stiles 

OBITTUARY 
Roy Paulson 

Roy Paulson died at Ripley Hospital on 
19 February, 2007, aged 77 years. 

Roy was born in Belper in 1929, and was 
fortunate enough, in those days, to go to the Herbert 
Strutt Grammar School. There he gained an abiding 
interest in chemistry though, like many others at that 
time, was not able to proceed to university. Instead 
he took up an offer of employment from his 
chemistry master to join him in a newly formed paint 
business. This career was interrupted by National 
Service in the RAF where he trained as a pilot, an 
interest he later passed on to his son John. 

After National Service he moved with his wife, 
Molly, to Leicester, Beverley and then to Keyworth. 
Whilst at the latter he formed his own paint and 
wallpaper business in Leicester, specialising in paint 
mixing and varnishes to high specifications (before 
this became a vast centralised business) and 
continued in the trade until his retirement in 1984. 
The story is, partially confirmed by his son, that an 
"Asian Gentleman" arrived in his shop with a 
suitcase of money, and the retirement deal was done! 
True or not, this would certainly amuse Roy who had 
a wry sense of humour. 

Roy, as those who knew him agree, was a very 
private person, but generous indeed with his time. 
The Society and the British Cave Research 
Association benefited from his time after 1984. Roy 
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and Molly bought Holt House at Lea, a fine house 
but then in much need of renovation. His life 
thereafter combined the needs of family and house 
with long stints as the Peak District Mines Historical 
Society Recorder and Librarian, and as the British 
Cave Research Librarian. Both of these libraries were 
for a long period of time based at the Derbyshire 
County Library at Matlock. An abiding memory of 
him will be his not infrequent phone calls, "What do 
you know about ... ?'', which would add or lead to 
yet another missive winging its way, maybe locally, 
maybe across the globe. 

Roy was for many years the PDMHS Treasurer, 
and in that heavy role he was a major player in the 
extensive refurbishing of the Peak District Mining 
Museum. His small-business background was ideal 
for this - combining a natural prudence with a desire 
to make money work. 

Roy clearly had a very active retirement, 
holidaying in the Himalayas and in America. Locally 
he was an active mine explorer, with most of this 
done on Sundays with the Wirksworth Mines Group, 
based at the Bage Mine at Bolehill: he is a fine 
example to those in our seventh decade, as he found 
his eighth decade did not forbid him from descending 
deep mines, albeit with the aid of a winch. He also 
had a very strong interest in South Wingfield and 
Wingfield Manor, taking me there once (a very rare 
privilege) to look at a possible water-mill site with 
associated iron slag in the stream, with nearby bell
pits as a possible source of the ore. A fine picture of 
Wingfield Manor hangs over the Holt House 
mantelpiece. 

A long delayed lifelong objective was achieved 
with the taking of a Master's Degree in Local and 
Regional studies at Nottingham University, in which 
his special subject was the once strong regional 
paint-making industry. This did not quite close the 
circle of interests, which for him, began at school 
with chemistry, but it does bring me to one last 
recollection of his wry humour, this example very 
definitely at his own expense. He took me on to the 
gabled roof of his house, where a former resident's 
builder had used copper tangs to hold back 
recalcitrant slates. Below each tang, in the valleys, 
were holes in the lead guttering, which, despite the 
expense involved, Roy felt was an excellent example 
of the importance of knowing the electrochemical 
series of elements and should be shown to others 
who would appreciate it. Not a mistake he would 
have made. 

Roy leaves his wife Molly and two children 
John and Gillian (his eldest son Anthony died a few 
years ago), and five grandchildren. 
Lynn Willies 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
1. The Sargeant award for Preservation of Mining 
Relics and History of the Peak District and 
Surrounding Counties 
It is both gratifying and encouraging to receive this 
most prestigious award. 

I would like to convey my appreciation to the 
"Crewe Team" who give their time and skills to 
make it all possible and to Dave Webb and others 
who keep us gainfully employed. 

Also thanks to the management of the Peak 
District National Park, National Trust, English 
Nature and Staffs Wildlife Trust whose empathy, 
advice, and practical help is of such immense value. 
Len Kirkham 

2. Derbyshire Mineral Specimens 
Further to Jim Rieuwerts' very full notes 

answering and expanding the original query 
(Newsletterl21 of January 2007), I make the 
following observations:- , 

Brown Ores (brown linnets in some accounts) in 
the latter half of the 19th century seem to have been 
very low grade ores, sold for as little as 6d a ton, 
which could be smelted in the Spanish Ore Hearth, 
notably that at Alport but, probably, also that at 
Meerbrook and, possibly that at Bradwell. I suspect 
they could contain any ore of lead ( chloro-phosphate, 
carbonate, sulphate or sulphide) admixed with clay or 
soil. Their appearance in ore-buyers' or barmasters' 
books seems to be often from sites such as Winster 
Pitts, where green ores, linnets or pyromorphite, were 
not uncommon (pyromorphite, a secondary ore of 
lead, is a common soil constituent around Winster in 
concentrations of less than 1 % and even higher at 
times). The Pitts site has rows of buddies, adjacent to 
small excavations, presumably used for a rough 
concentration of earlier-discarded mine or washing 
waste and/or soily material from over veins. The 
concentrations achieved were clearly still very low 
but could be profitably smelted in conjunction with 
and dispersed within slags in the Spanish furnace. 
This activity was carried out mainly during the 1860s 
and early 1870s, after which the supply of useful 
slags available was depleted and the practice 
declined. At a time of severe decline for the industry, 
reworking of such contaminated soil or waste would 
be a pretty tough form of poor relief. 

The very substantial surface mining and 
washing remains at the Winster Pitts site will be 
included in the Joint PDMHS/NRMS field day visits 
on Saturday May 12th, 2007 (meet at 2.00pm at the 
Miners Standard, or, previously, at Magpie Mine). 
Lynn Willies 
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NEW MEMBERS 
The following were elected to membership of 

the Society at a recent Council Meeting 
W Booth, MANCHESTER 
P Turner, DUNSTABLE 
W G Panter, MARKET HARBOROUGH 
W J Baldwin, NEWCASTLE UNDER LYME 
L Gee, STOCKPORT 
S J Riley, STOKE ON TRENT 
Prof G & Dr B Slavin, DARLEY DALE 
P Smith, CHESTERFIELD, 
J Allen & G Laycock, NEW ARK 
B Sivyer, NORTHWICH 
S J Thompson, WELLINGBOROUGH 
A Poxon, GLOSSOP 
T & A Davis, SAFFRON WALDREN 
Derbyshire Bat Conservation Group, 

c/o Mr P Walsh, MATLOCK 
Ecton Mine Educational Trust, SHEFFIELD, 
Miss L Smith, CHESTERFIELD 
K J Lilley, CHEADLE 
A J, and SA Thurston, HUNTINGDON 
L Demott, BELPER 

SOCIETY MEETS 
I Stoney Middleton Mines and Caves 

Tuesday 24 April 2007 
NOTE: This is the same date as Meet No 2 at 

Bakewell 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 7.00pm at large layby between garage and 

Lovers Leap Bistro, Stoney Middleton 
The mines and caves to be visited include 

Bossen Hole, Keyhole Cave and nearby mine levels. 
The grade of this dry meet is easy/moderate although 
it is not suitable for complete novices. 

For further information on the mines and caves 
to be visited, see Caves of the Peak District (1991) 
edition by D W Gill and J S Beck. 

2. Pretoria Chert Mine, Bakewell 
Tuesday 24 April 2007 
NOTE: This IS the same date as meet No 1 at 

Stony Middleton 
Leader: Tony Wood 
This is an easy grade dry oversuit/boilersuit dry 

trip that is suitable for novices. Access into the mine 
is via a shaft fitted with a l 5ft fixed ladder. Mostly 
large walking size passages which are steeply 
inclined in places. The party size for this evening 
visit is limited. 

For further information on this mine, see Mining 
History Vol 13, No 5 



For further information and to book your place, 
contact Tony Wood. Tel: 01629 650162 or 07971 
318825. 

3. Tunnels Walk, Monsal Trail 
Sunday 29 April 2007 
Leader: Alan Keen 

Society member Alan Keen is a Peak District 
National Park Volunteer Ranger and one of his duties 
is taking members of the public on this Tunnels 
Walk. The party size is restricted. 

The walk starts at Bakewell and follows the 
Monsal Trail to Topley Pike. It passes through four, 
normally closed, tunnels. The walk is of easy grade 
but it is 9 miles long. Wear usual walking gear, bring 
a torch (essential), a packed lunch and drink plus 
£2.00 for the return bus fare. A copy of OS Explorer 
OL24 White Peak map will be useful. 

This is a joint walk with the Masson Caving 
Group and the Peak Walking Group. 

To book your place and meeting place details, 
contact Paul Chandler. Tel: 01246 220773. 

4. Mining Heritage Walk - Ashford in the Water 
Tuesday 8 May 2007 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet at 7.00pm outside Ashford Church. Street 

parking although there is a car park nearby. 
This, the first evening walk of the year, will be 

visiting sites associated with the mining of Black 
Marble. 

The walk will be followed by an optional drink 
and buffet at the Flying Childers, Stanton in the 
Peak 

5. Mining Heritage Walk - Bakewell 
Tuesday 22 May 2007 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet at 7.00pm off Coombs Road, Bakewell 

(Pay & Display car park close to river and bridge). 
This walk will be visiting sites of mining 

interest associated the mining of chert. It will be 
followed by an optional drink and buffet at the 
Flying Childers, Stanton in the Peak 

6. Mining Heritage Walk, Sheldon Area 
Tuesday 5 June 2007 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet 7 .OOpm at Cock & Pullet, Sheldon 

The walk will visit mining history sites in the 
area. It will be followed by an optional drink and 
buffet at the Cock & Pullet at Sheldon 

7. Mining Heritage Walk, Monyash Area (North) 
Tuesday 19 June 2007 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet 7.00pm at Bulls Head, Monyash 
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The walk will visit the Knotlow Mine, Hillocks 
Mine and WhalfMines complex. It will be followed 
by an optional drink and buffet at the Bulls Head, 
Monyash. 

8. Mining Heritage Walk, Monyash Area (South) 
Tuesday 3 July 2007 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet 7 .OOpm at Bulls Head, Monyash 
The walk will be to mines at the western 

extremiiy of Lathkilldale eg Raven Mine, Cascade 
Cavern,Ricklow Cave, Water Icicle Close Cavern 
etc. It will be followed by an optional drink and 
buffet at the Bulls Head, Monyash. 

MINING HERITAGE WALKS NOTES 
1. If you are a new member of the Society these 

walks are not only a useful introduction to 
Derbyshire Lead Mining but for meeting 
fellow members. 

2. Walk distances vary, as does the terrain, but 
all evening walks are fairly short due to 
constraints of time and daylight. 

3. All of the walks are fully researched by 
Tony. A recent innovation has been the 
production of "walk handouts". 

4. To light up the deep dark mine shafts and 
levels you need a powerful source of 
illumination. On these walks you will meet 
the "The Illuminator" who will light up the 
darkest hole. 

5. The optional buffets following the walks will 
consist of chips, sandwiches etc and will cost 
£1.50 - £3.00 per head. 

6. These walks are normally very well attended 
by both Society members and guests. If you 
attend one you will see why. 

7. Three further walks are planned for later in 
the year. Details in the next Newsletter. 

8. Further information on all of the walks can 
be found in "Lead Mining in the Peak 
District" edited by Dr T D Ford and Dr J 
Rieuwerts (2000) edition. 

9. If you require any information on any of 
these walks, contact Tony Wood. Tel: 01629 
650 l 62(Home) or 07971 3 l 8825(Mobile) 

Paul Chandler· 

MEETS COORDINATOR'S NOTES 
Meets programme 

The Meets Programme is much smaller in this 
issue due to my seasonal work, other commitments 
and a lack of Meets Leaders. Meet Leaders are 
URGENTLY required for both Sunday and Midweek 
Meets and for both Underground and Surface Meets 

CAN YOU HELP? 



I look forward to hearing from you. Paul 
Chandler. Tel: 01246 220773 

"NON SHOWS" AT MEETS 
There has recently been a problem with 

members booking on to "limited number" trips but 
failing to tum up and not letting the leader know that 
he/she will not be attending the meet.It is most 
important that you notify the Meet Leader if you 
cannot subsequently attend so that your place can be 
offered to another member. 

On the aborted Goodluck Mine trip last 
December, five members never turned up after 
booking onto the trip. Two other members advised 
me that they would not be attending - thank you for 
letting me know. 

I had a number of members on the reserve list 
for this trip, one of whom was understandingly quite 
annoyed when he heard that he could have attended 
after all. 
If you cannot attend, all it takes is a phone call to the 
Meets Leader concerned giving as much notice as 
possible. Don't forget, next time it may be your name 
on that reserve list! 
Paul Chandler 

SRT TRAINING - INTERESTED? 
I am organising a Training Meet in Single Rope 

Techniques for interested Society members. Nigel 
Atkinson (CIC) has kindly agreed to undertake this 
training session for the Society. 

If you have a SRT rig, bring it along. Spare rigs 
will also be available for those members not 
possessing this equipment. 

The meet is a "back to basics" session aimed at 
total SRT beginners. However, it could be useful for 
Society members who, like myself, use SR T on an 
occasional basis only and are in need of a 
"refresher". 

The number of people attending will be limited 
and a small charge may be payable. The training 
meet will be held on a Sunday. 

To book a place and obtain details of the date 
and location, please contact Paul Chandler. Tel: 
01246 220773 
Paul Chandler 

2007JOINT PDMHS/NMRS FIELD MEET 
Places are still available for this event 

When? Saturday 12 May 2007 
Where? Peak District 
Cost? £ l 0 per person incl lunch 

9.30am - Meet at Magpie Mine (SKI 74682) from 
when tea/coffee will be available. We will be using 
mini-buses to travel to the sites to be visited. Cars to 
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be left at Magpie Mine with security staff in 
attendance. 

10.30am - Leave for High Rake site where Dr 
John Bamatt will give a talk and tour of the site. 

12.30pm - Return to Magpie Mine for buffet 
lunch and a guided tour of the site. 

2.00pm - Leave for Winster, an example of a 
typical mining village, around which Dr Lynn 
Willies will lead a guided tour. 

4.00pm - Return to Magpie Mine for a cuppa/chat 
before leaving. 
Details are on the PDMHS website 
(www.pdmhs.com). They are also available from 
Mave Luff. Tel: 01530 810905 

THE ARGO GOLD MILL AND TUNNEL, 
COLORADO, USA 

In August 2005, whilst on holiday in Western 
USA, we spent a fascinating half day visiting this 
museum which is a small former gold processing 
plant located in Idaho Springs, about 40 miles west 
of Denver. 

The processing plant opened in 1913 and closed 
in 1943. Much of the processing equipment, 
especially that of wooden construction, has been 
preserved in-situ. The plant is built on a hillside so 
that gravity helped with the flow of the mineral 
slurry through the plant and reduced pumping costs. 

Some of the equipment (crushing stamps, ball 
mill and tube mill) was removed as scrap to help with 
the war effort but that still in place includes the 
wooden ore-bin, rotary tippler, rake classifier, 
amalgamation tables, flotation cells, Wilfley shaking 
tables and cyanide leaching tanks. 

Adjacent to the plant is the Argo Tunnel, which 
was the reason for the plant being built in this 
particular location, which is some distance from the 
mines supplying it with feed material. 

The Argo Tunnel is 4.2ml long and up to 12ft 
in diameter which was bored through the mountain 
from Central City to Idaho Springs between 1893 
and 1910. The purpose of the tunnel was two fold 
to serve as the outlet for ore from gold mines that 
would connect to it and also be a drainage system to 
these mines, much like a sough in the Peak District 
lead mining area but on a somewhat larger scale! 

The Argo Mill and tunnel is reported to have 
operated intermittently at full capacity until 1943 
when a powder blast in one of the mines released an 
underground body of water into the tunnel and four 
miners were drowned. The Argo Tunnel did not 
reopen after this event and the gold mill closed in the 
same year. 

The five-storey mill has been partially renovated 
and opened as an historic and educational tour in 
1976. 



More information can be found on the website: 
www.historicargotours.com 
John Pigott 

THE OCTOBER BARMOTE EVENT 
The Barmote event was first held at the Peak 

District Mining Museum about lOyears ago after the 
Barmote Court at Wirksworth abandoned its October 
meeting. 

The April and October meetings of the Barmote 
Court had been since the first recorded inquisition in 
1288, and probably before then since "time 
immemorial". 

Jim Rieuwerts, the current foreman of the 
Barmote Jury, felt that there was a danger that this 
ancient tradition may be Jost forever. He approached 
the management of the Peak District Mining 
Museum and the decision was made to support the 
tradition by holding a Barmote Event to which 
members of the Barmote Court and PDMHS 
members are invited. The meeting includes talks, 
lectures, the traditional presentation of clay pipes and 
refreshments. 

In previous years the event has taken place at 
Magpie Mine and the Crich Tramway Village, where 
PDMHS has a permanent display. 

The formal Barmote Court will be held at the 
Moot Hall, Wirksworth, on 18 April, the third 
Wednesday in April. 

This year, the Barmote Event will be held on 17 
October, the third Wednesday in October 

Further details of this year's event will be given 
in the next Newsletter. 
Alan Mutter 

OLD MINERAL SPECIMEN LABELS 
RELATING TO HUBBERDALE MINE 

Following our article in Newsletter No 120 and 
the further comments and information in Newsletter 
No 121 we acknowledge and thank Jim Rieuwerts 
and Roger Flindall for demonstrating that Bogrod 
Mine is not a mis-spelling of Bondog Mine. 

This was not, in fact, mere conjecture on our 
part as we were acting on information from respected 
sources given in good faith. 

The corrected information was immediately 
forwarded to Truro Museum to ensure that no mis
information is perpetuated and once again we thank 
both respondents for bringing this to our attention. 

Jim Rieuwerts' second observation which 
suggests that the reference on the label to "brown 
lead ore" may have been "brown hen" (i.e. galena 
contaminated with limonite) may be correct but we 
shall never know as the original specimens are lost. 
However, we maintain our opinion that the mineral 
was far more likely to have been crystallised brown 
pyromorphite on the grounds that Philip Rashleigh 
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would be unlikely to accept such poor, common and 
amorphous material as "brown hen" into his 
celebrated collection of beautiful crystallised mineral 
specimens. 
David Weston and John Cooke 

INTERESTING OLD MINERAL SPECIMEN 
WITH A LABEL REFERRING TO 
"COALPITBRIDGE MINE", LATHKILL, 
DERBYSHIRE 

Whilst assisting in the sorting and assessment of 
the mineral collection of the Buxton Museum, an 
attractive specimen of galena was examined which 
had an old hand written label, written in India Ink on 
rag paper attached, stating "Coalpitbridge Mine, 
Lathkill" 

This specimen consists of galena crystals with 
stepped faces coated completely in a fine surface 
layer of orange/brown iron oxides. 

This location was unknown to the authors and 
preliminary investigations yielded nothing. 

The specimen is referenced as being donated to 
Buxton Museum at the bequest of Mrs MA 
Bellhouse of Chapel-en-le-Frith. Mrs Bellhouse was, 
in her youth, a student of Dr J W Jackson. 
Dr.Jackson was a keen collector and the specimen is 
likely to have originated from him. 

The search for the mine location began by 
eliminating Coalpit Rake at Matlock and Coalpithole 
Mine at Peak Forest as the locations conflict with the 
reference to Lathkill. Our first efforts concentrated 
on Lathkilldale with the possibility of Coalpitbridge 
being a pack horse or clapper bridge to transport coal 
to the steam pumping engine of Mandale Mine. 
Another link to Lathkilldale was the coating of 
limonite on the specimen which carried a possibility 
that the mine was close to Gank Hole Mine which 
was worked for limonite or ochre which was used as 
the basis for pigments. 

Our first reference was to Dr.J.Rieuwerts 
comprehensive book "Lathkilldale, Its Mines and 
Miners" ( 1973 ). However, there is no mention of 
Coalpitbridge Mine. This put a serious doubt in our 
minds that the Dale was the source of the specimen. 
We spoke to local people at Over Haddon, Haddon 
Grove and Monyash whose families have been 
farmers for at least 150 years but none could recall 
the name. The size and nature of the galena specimen 
would suggest that the mine had been more than a 
trial on a minor leading or scrin but had been a 
productive venture. A study of the large scale maps 
of Lathkilldale gave no indication of the name and 
we were obliged to re-appraise our lines of enquiry. 

The label states "Lathkill" which is not 
necessarily "Lathkilldale" so we sought a solution 
north of Monyash and out of the actual Dale. A 
search of the dry valleys to the N.W ofMonyash, 
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which may act as the feeders to the River Lathkill in 
wet weather, was undertaken without result. Still 
further afield, a study of a 1949 OS map showed 
"Old Coal Pit Lane" which appeared encouraging, 
although it is located almost at Chelmorton 

' 
somewhat beyond the catchment area. A visit to Old 
Coalpit Lane showed ample evidence of a lead 
mining history in the vicinity, but again the well 
established local landowners could not confirm the 
identity of Coalpitbridge. 

We began to consider the possibility that the 
original collector may have mistakenly assumed that 
some other stream was the Lathkill or given 
misleading information. 

Enquiries to several experts on Derbyshire 
mines yielded no results. However, Dr Lynn Willies 
then supplied some interesting background 
information, which stated: 

Coalpitbridge does not appear on Cameron's 
place names of Derbyshire, nor did he recollect it 
appearing in the Chatsworth records, which included 
Monyash. Lynn further informed us that a Coalpit in 
the limestone area is not necessarily a Coalpit in the 
normal sense but can mean a kiln or 'Elling Hearth' 
in which wood was dried to produce 'white coal' . 
These coal pits were sited on steep valley sides (could 
this be suggestive ofLathkilldale?). 

At this point the article was to be concluded on 
an inconclusive note with an appeal to members for 
further information. 

A chance meeting with Evelyn Dixon at Magpie 
Mine and a casual enquiry proved to have a positive 
outcome. Evelyn consulted Jim Rieuwerts and he 
immediately had the information and solution:-

Coalpitbridge is a small bridge which carries a 
private farm road over the river below Conksbury 
Bridge in Lathkilldale, much further towards Alport 
than we had searched. Coalpitbridge Mine was 
adjacent to this bridge on the north side and on the 
west bank of the river, where Long Rake crosses the 
river. It was also known as Mill Green Mine and 
worked in the 1840's by means of an 84 foot shaft 
which was sunk down to the contact with the 
Toadstone lava and was drained by means of a 
waterwheel. There is some evidence that the lead ore 
from this mine was considered to be rich in silver. In 
common with Lathkilldale mines there was a 
drainage problem which led to the eventual closure. 

The 1840s period of working indicates that 
Dr.J.W.Jackson was not the original collector of the 
specimen. 

We feel that this source of information from old 
mineral specimens provides an interesting and 
tangible link to lost or little known mines. It is also 
an object lesson in illustrating the importance of fully 
labelling specimens in members' collections. The 
actual specimen on which this article is based may be 
viewed at the Buxton Museum by prior arrangement 
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with Mrs Ros Westwood (Tel 01298 24658) quoting 
reference number DERSB 100142.78. 

If members have specimens from this location 
the authors would be grateful for a photograph for 
comparative purposes. 

May we thank Dr Willies, Dr Rieuwerts and 
Evelyn Dixon who were instrumental in solving the 
link between the specimen and the mine and to all the 
people who endeavoured to help. Special thanks are 
extended to the curatorial staff of Buxton Museum. 
David Weston and John Cooke 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES - OBSERVATIONS AND 
DISCOVERIES- PART 21 

l. Coal Mining near Axe Edge, Hartington Upper 
Quarter, Derbyshire and at Orchard Common, 
Ouamford, Staffordshire, SK 0285 7250 to SK 0160 
6890 

In the spring/summer of 2006 the authors made 
a detailed assessment and plans of the surface 
remains of coalmines at the Ringinglow Seam 
(locally called the House Coal Seam), which 
outcrops behind Axe Edge. This outcrop runs 
southwards from north of the old Turnpike road from 
Burbage to Derbyshire Bridge (and beyond), to 
Orchard Common and Firestone Brook. There are 
such a large number of features, and they cover such 
an extensive area, that it is impracticable to 
reproduce plans in the Newsletter and we confine 
ourselves here to a summary of the physical remains; 
in due course a detailed paper will be presented in 
Mining History on these coal mines and those on 
Goyt's Moss nearby. 

While an outline history of the mines here has 
been previously published in 1985 by Alan Roberts 
and John Leach in their fine book 'Coal Mines of 
Buxton', the detailed appraisal, which is outlined 
below, has added much to the interpretation and 
allows a more detailed history to be partially 
reconstructed. 

The coal seam outcrops to the west of Burbage 
on Burbage Moor and then behind Axe Edge on Axe 
Edge Moor, Dane Head and Orchard Common , 
running in a north/south line. The earliest workings 
are close by. The seam dips steeply westwards below 
the moors and progressively deeper shafts were sunk 
here, with soughs/levels driven from the east. 
However, further west the coal soon became 
inaccessible due to its depth below surface and water 
problems, which prevented economic extraction. The 
earliest mining documented is in the 16th/17th 
century, and lower parts of the seam were variously 
worked into the 19th and early 20th century. 

The dip in the beds is such that the workings 
occur in only a relatively narrow band, 100-150m 
wide, over a c. 4km length. In total 195-220 
shafts/upcast mounds have been identified, together 



with numerous access causeways, earlier packhorse 
access tracks, several gin-engine platforms, the sites 
of three 191

h century steam-engine houses, including 
that at the head of an inclined level into workings, 
sited high on the moors, with a tramway running 
eastwards down Cisterns Clough (Newsletter 120, 
Short Notes 19.1), the sites of 1-2 ventilation fire 
houses, and above Burbage well to the east, the 
entrances to two levels going deep under the moors, 
and associated surface features including coke ovens, 
tramways and railway sidings (Newsletter 120, Short 
Notes 19.8). 

The majority of the mines lie in Derbyshire and 
were under land long owned by the Earls and then 
Dukes of Devonshire. However, at the southern end, 
on Orchard Common, this land lies in Staffordshire 
and in the 19th century was part of the Harper-Crewe 
Estate, although in earlier times the 'commons' 
around here were the subject of a protracted 
boundary dispute, brought into focus by the mineral 
wealth. This was eventually resolved with the 
drawing of a formal boundary between the Counties, 
with two arbitrary straight lines meeting at a point at 
the northern end of Orchard Common. 

Starting at the northern end, on Burbage Moor, 
the coal mining features identified will now be 
described on an area-by-area basis. North of the old 
turnpike road there are 14-15 shaft mounds, the 
northernmost apparently unfinished; the seam in this 
direction appears to have thinned and proved 
unproductive and a short distance northwards was 
faulted out. The deeper shafts to the west are linked 
by a causeway and one has a possible gin platform. 
3-4 of the shafts to the south-east are close to the 
outcrop and probably represent an earlier phase of 
working. 

Between the old road and the modern A537 road 
from Buxton to Macclesfield to the south there are 
66-80 shafts/upcast mounds. To the east the shafts 
were shallow and here there are also what appear to 
be small opencast pits. The latter occur both close to 
the old turnpike road and to the south at the sides of a 
small stream gully; these two locations may well be 
where the coal was first discovered and dug in the 
medieval or early post-medieval periods. Adjacent to 
and between these two areas there are a large number 
of shallow shafts, with upcast mounds, close to the 
outcrop, but with no clear sign of opencast work. 
Some small hollows along the whole length of the 
outcrop may well be crown holes where roofs of 
shallow pillar and stall working have collapsed at 
passage intersections. Four, or possible five, hollow
way routes give access to these early mines. 

A short distance westwards from the outcrop the 
shafts were deeper and some have access causeways. 
One, which lies above where the upper level from 
Burbage driven in the mid 18th century met the coal 
seam at depth, has a gin platform. 
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There are 3 deep-shaft hillocks still further west. 
The most southerly, next to the road, was known in 
the late 18th century as the Bucket Engine; exactly 
what kind of engine was installed here, and why, is 
stiU being pondered upon. Why there was a bucket 
engine here is unclear as the two shafts here went 
down to the level/sough driven southwards to follow 
the seam, started from Burbage in the mid 18th 
century. By the late 18th century the 'engine' was 
apparently out of use and coal was certainly taken 
out down the level rather than up the shaft. This may 
have been the case from the outset, and perhaps the 
engine was associated with a change of level in the 
workings associated with an adjacent fault, some of 
which may have been below sough level and thus 
required pumping. At surface there are the ginged 
tops of two adjacent shafts in a hollow within a large 
flat-topped hillock. 

Further north there are two shafts and hillocks 
that are 19th century in date, with a linking causeway 
from both roads. The northernmost lies above the 
line of the early 19th century lower level from 
Burbage, sunk at a point a short distance before the 
level met the seam; this has a large gin platform. The 
other shaft lies updip from the early 19th century 
workings updip from the level and is probably of mid 
19th century date. Here there are slight footings of a 
steam winding-engine house and boiler house 
remaining, which otherwise have been removed. 
These are sited close to the ginged top of an 
otherwise filled shaft. 

Well to the east of the coal seam, on lower 
ground, are the entrances to the two Burbage levels. 
The upper one lies high in a small but deep valley 
and dates to the mid 18th century when it was driven 
to the Ringinglow Seam (see Newsletter 120, Short 
Notes 19 .8). From the point of intersection, levels 
followed the seam north and south that acted as both 
haulage ways and soughs. The main level to surface 
(and parts of the north/south levels?) may well have 
been converted to a short-lived underground canal 
later in the 18th century. The passage was again 
remodelled in the mid 19th century when the main 
level was extended to the Goyt's Moss Colliery well 
to the west of Axe Edge. From this date it became 
known as the Goyt or New Tunnel. The entrance has 
collapsed but drystone walling to the sides is visible, 
the site of a small building nearby can just be made 
out. Nearby there is a large spoil heap filling the 
stream valley here, the present form and size 
resulting from the 19th century extension of the 
level; the stream was diverted in a leat to follow the 
hillock side. Running eastwards from the level 
mouth, adjacent to the leat, there is a tramway bed. In 
one section a central path of setts, laid for the horses 
pulling tubs, has survived; unfortunately this 'well
preserved' section is currently being eroded away by 



a stream, as the original drain under the tramway has 
become blocked or has partially collapsed. 

The tramway led to a wide sidings platform 
close to the 18th century turnpike road. On the 
downslope side there is a bank of three or possibly 
four 19th century coking ovens; while partially 
ruined, the interiors of two of these survive in 
reasonable condition. Just beyond the ovens the site 
of a rectangular building shown on 19th century 
maps can still be traced. A steep chute for coal/coke 
ran to the valley bottom and the stubs of various 
timber supports still exist. Here there was a railway 
siding from the Cromford and High Peak Railway. 
While the western end has been damaged by later 
quarrying and the dumping of waste stone, and by 
later modifications to the streams, beyond a stream 
confluence the track beds, retained by walling on the 
downslope side, are well preserved. From the hillock 
outside the level entrance there was a second narrow 
inclined tramway direct to the sidings. The upper 
narrow bed of this can be traced running diagonally 
down the steep slope, but the lower half has been 
masked by the spoil heap of the later quarry. 
Adjacent to the top there are vestiges of a structure 
that may be at the site of a small winding engine. 

The entrance to the lower Burbage level, 
commonly referred.to today as the Duke's Level, is 
now thought to have been started in the early 19th 
century (see Newsletter 120, Short Notes 19.8), and 
to have become largely disused in the second half of 
that century (see below). This lies on much lower 
ground to the east, well beyond the large 
embankment for the Cromford and High Peak 
Railway. Here there is now little to see of what was 
once a complex arrangement of buildings and yards. 
The site has largely been landscaped and lies within a 
garden. The house here is at the site of one of the 
main mine buildings, but this has been heavily 
modified/rebuilt. The sunken area at the level 
entrance has been filled. Nearby a large-diameter 
20th century pipe, visible adjacent to the riverbank, 
lets water from the workings into the river, locally 
known as 'Ochre Brook'. The only obvious original 
feature is a spoil heap adjacent to the river, sited on 
waste ground a short distance further east. 

In the steep valley a short distance west of the 
railway embankment there are two shaft mounds on 
the line of the lower level. The eastern one has a gin 
platform cut into the slope. The large spoil heap here, 
probably of material derived from driving the level, 
has been extensively robbed, presumably when the 
railway embankment was built. Presumably material 
was brought to surface here when the level was being 
driven because the level entrance was at a relatively 
restricted site, which they wanted to keep clear for 
use once extraction via this was brought into 
operation. Perhaps the western shaft was used for 
man-access into the level during drivage. On the 
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moor between the upper level entrance and the coal 
outcrop there are two airshafts and associated 
hillocks. The smaller northern one lies on the mid 
18th century upper level. The larger southern one is 
on the lower level. The shaft here is capped with 
concrete and this has an adjacent gin circle used 
when this deep shaft was being sunk. 

Returning to the main band of mining features, 
on Axe Edge Moor between the main road and the 
minor road which passes Dane Head, which has 
origins as a mine access route, there are 60-64 
shafts/upcast mounds. In the northern half of this 
stretch of the outcrop there are again early ppencast 
workings close to a stream gully, together with 
crown holes and many shallow shafts. Further south 
the shallow shafts near the outcrop appear to be 
mostly, or all, later workings where the seam has 
been followed updip from deeper underground; one 
of these has a gin circle. The shafts here, and those 
found further north but west of the outcrop, have a 
complex series of access causeways. Routes were 
clearly added, superseded and modified over time; 
some also gave access to sandstone quarries and 
peat-cuts. 

There are 6 deep-shaft hillocks further west. The 
most northerly is sited updip of the early 19th 
century lower level from Burbage and has an 
adjacent gin circle. The shaft was here by 1842 at 
latest and its low but large hillock looks 'unfinished' 
in the sense that far more material was anticipated 
but a change in mining strategy led to this not 
materialising. However, the shaft was retained into 
the later-19th century as an airshaft; the top of its 
sandstone ginging is still visible. 

200 metres further south there is a shaft which 
lies on the line of the mid 18th century upper level, at 
a point where it turned eastwards for a short distance 
because of faulting before turning into the seam 
again and then running south. Close to this second 
change in direction there is a second shaft with an 
adjacent gin circle. The western shaft was used again 
in the mid 19th century, probably from the late 1850s 
onwards, after the workings from the deep early 19th 
century level in the seam near here had been worked 
updip towards the earlier upper level. In order to 
facilitate working the remaining coal between these 
two levels, particularly from the fault southwards, a 
steam winding-engine was installed at the shaft. 
Mine plans demonstrate extraction continued here, 
with working moving progressively southwards, until 
1879. Some parts of the seam were left unmined, 
presumably because the coal was thinner/poor 
quality. This shaft was clearly the focal point for 
winding to surface for 20-30 years and there are two 
large adjacent hillocks (one from its sinking, the 
other associated with coal drawing?). There are now 
virtually no surface traces of the engine house and 
adjacent small buildings shown on old maps; they 
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may have been demolished when the shaft was 
backfilled. However, a small reservoir which may 
have been for the engine, fed by two long catchment 
drains, survives nearby on lower ground; no other 
explanation for this feature is apparent. This unusual 
arrangement could have been forced by the lack of 
sufficient surface water that could be captured above 
the shaft on the ridgetop and presumably because no 
water was present at the shaft bottom as it is sited 
well updip of the then active drainage along the 
lower sough to Burbage. By the late 19th century at 
latest, mine plans show that while the lower level 
still took water, this was no longer followable; 
presumably either collapses had instigated the 
erection of the steam engine, or the creation of a new 
extraction point led to the level being neglected. 

Further south from the last shaft, there are three 
deep shafts, all lying on the line of the mid 18th 
century level. The first has a possible gin circle for a 
cog and rung gin and the second has a more 
convincing example; the third site which lies 
adjacent to the road is badly disturbed. The second of 
these three shafts was used later as an airshaft, as 
indicated by mine plans. Here, built into the hillock 
to the updip side of the shaft, there are the footings of 
a small square building, with a walled-up 'flue' arch 
facing the shaft. As this shaft is named 'Cupola Pit' 
on one mine plan, this building was almost certainly 
a fire house, used to encourage updraft in the shaft. 

Running south from the minor Dane Head road 
to the County boundary there are 22-23 shafts/upcast 
mounds. Here again there are spaced shafts with 
access causeways but no indication the seam was 
ever worked from outcrop at an early date. All but 
two of the shafts lie on or updip of the line of the mid 
18th century level/sough. Three or possibly four have 
gin circles. One shaft, which unfortunately has been 
completely levelled in the 20th century, is shown on 
old maps/plans as an airshaft with a small rectangular 
building comparable to the one noted above; it is 
tempting to interpret this as a second fire house. The 
two shafts downdip of the 18th century level lie at 
the extreme south-west, right next to the county 
boundary wall, beyond a fault. It is unclear whether 
these were exploratory shafts looking for the seam, 
or were associated with workings on the other side of 
the boundary. 

Immediately to the east of these workings, on 
higher land where the seam outcrops, there is the site 
of the Burbage Colliery inclined drift. Careful 
analysis of the available colliery plans show that this 
was created in 1879 rather than earlier as previously 
suggested by Roberts and Leach. It was created to 
work the coal in an area below the mid 18th century 
level/sough in the area up to the County boundary, in 
the seam beyond the point reached by the early 19th 
century lower level. Mine plans show working here 
continued until 1918, with the available viable 
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reserves depleted by 1917 followed by a planned 
retreat. What remains of the inclined entrance, the 
horizontal winding house, a nearby large hillock, and 
the incline down to Cisterns Clough where there was 
a loading yard and mine office, have been described 
recently in Newsletter 120 (Short Notes 19.1). 

The extensive workings on Orchard Common 
appear to be mostly, if not all, 19th century in date. 
Here there are 25-27 shafts/upcast mounds; most are 
linked by access causeways. Unfortunately the 
majority of the shafts were capped by the Coal 
Authority several decades ago, causing damage to 
adjacent archaeological remains. The shafts lay to 
either side of the deep stream gully at the upper part 
of Firestone Brook and sites of bridges on the access 
causeway routes can be identified. One shaft has a 
possible gin circle. Another shaft has the remains of a 
massive drywall-retained causeway/working area, 
built across the deep stream gully, which was 
something like 8m wide; much of this has been 
washed away in floods. It is curious that while some 
surviving mine accounts survive for the Orchard 
Colliery in Harper-Crewe papers (1847 and 1871-
75), no abandonment plan ever seems to have been 
deposited; the amount of coal produced and the 
number of shafts present show this was clearly a 
relatively large colliery in local terms. 

Further to the south-west, the deep downstream 
part of the valley of Firestone Brook has further coal 
mining remains. On the precipitous south-eastern 
valley side to the north-east, in a shale exposure, 
there is the visible top of what is probably an ancient 
level with drystone walling to one side; coal 
workings are marked in this vicinity on a crude map 
that probably dates to the late 16th or early 17th 
century. How long before this date the stream has 
been called Firestone Brook, indicating the know 
presence of coal, is not known. Further south-west 
the coal outcrops in the valley bottom and mines, 
again presumably drift workings, are also indicated 
on the early map. Little is visible today except for a 
few slight hollows in the steep slope just above the 
road, which would be interpreted as fortuitous small 
areas of landslip if it was not known drift entrances 
once existed. At the bottom end of the valley below 
Orchard Farm several documented drifts dating to the 
l 920-30s (J. Leach, 'Coal Mining around 
Quamford', Staffordshire Studies 8, 1996, pp 66-95) 
have mostly disappeared without leaving even a 
slight hollow. The only clearly identified features are 
the vestiges of the walls of two small stone sheds at 
the two drift entrances to Hope Colliery; the 
entrances again are only visible a slight hollows. This 
was a small mine operating from 1927-32; the updip 
level was older and was cleared out as an escape 
route. A little further upstream is the collapsed 
entrance to another earlier level, which issues water 
containing large amounts of ochre. This is known as 



'Alum Spring' . This is thought. to have been the main 
access level/sough for the documented 19th century 
Pennyhole Mine. High on the valley side, below 
Orchard Farm, there is a filled shaft surrounded by a 
drystone wall, with an upcast hillock on the 
downslope side. This could well be an airshaft down 
to this level and the south-westernmost shaft on 
Orchard Common may also be similarly interpreted. 
The last, unusually, has no access causeway and, if 
an airshaft, this implies the level/sough was driven a 
long distance along the seam under Orchard 
Common to also drain the extensive workings with 
shafts described above. The westernmost shafts here 
may also be on the line of the level. 

A little further upstream from the 'ochre spring' 
at the 19th century level mouth, on the northern 
lower valley side, there is a small cluster of 2-5 shaft 
hollows, two with upcast mounds. These may well be 
pre-19th century workings. One of these is aligned 
with a gully in the valley bottom that may well be a 
sough gait. The tail is collapsed but the postulated 
drainage tunnel aligns with one of the shafts in the 
cluster and probably continued at least as far as a 
further shaft with upcast l30m to the north-east (and 
a short distance from the walled shaft noted above, at 
a point updip on the seam). 

Survey team: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote and 
Phil Shaw (with occasional appearances by Margaret 
Black, Dave Williams and Eric Wood). 

If you have information on any of the sites 
noted or would like to contribute to future issues 
of this series of notes, please contact: Chris 
Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 
High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822) 
or John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 
Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923), (e-mail 
john.barnatt@btintemet.com). 

BOOK PREVIEW 
"The Lakes & Cumbrian Mining Guide" by Ian 
Tyler. 204pp, AS size. Cost £12 .99. 

The main Cumbrian coal and iron ore fields are 
not included in this book. 

This book is different to Ian's usual format and 
style. It lists about 1400 different metalliferous mine 
workings covering the areas of Cumbria, Furness and 
Westmorland ie from the Solway, down the west 
caost to Furness, to Warton then north to Sedbergh, 
Kirby Stephen and along the Pennine Chain to the 
Eden Valley. The guide is for the walker, historian, 
archaeologist and mine enthusiast or for someone 
who wants to know the extent of this incredible 
history. 

The book has nineteen chapters which has 
allowed us to deal with the areas valley by valley. 
Each chapter lists the individual sites by NGR 
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numbers and covers many of the sites in the form of 
individual walks with some historical notes. 

The book will, in years to come, be an 
invaluable source of reference. 

TSUMEB - NAMIBIA 
The town ofTsumeb in Namibia, south west 

Africa, has a history of mining, an activity which 
continues today. 

A new visitor attraction in the area is The Old 
Mine. This is a disused mine which closed in 1996 
and it is used to show the past 50 year history of 
mining in the Tsumeb area. 

Tsumeb is one of twin-towns of Chesterfield 
Paul Chandler 

THE 7th INTERN A TI ON AL MINING 
HISTORY CONGRESS 

This congress is to be held at Bhubaneswar, 
Orissa, India, 13-16 December 2007 

The website for the congress is now in place at 
www. irnhc2007 .com 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 2007 
The 2007 conference and field meet is being 

hosted by the Tamar Mining Group in association 
with other West of England based NAMHO member 
organisations and will take place over the weekend of 
the 15 - 17 June 2007. 

The Tamar Valley is an obvious location for a 
NAMHO conference. Few British mining fields can 
claim such a rich and diverse metal mining heritage. 
There is documented mining history dating back to 
the 1290s, John Taylor learnt his trade in the district 
and we can boast Britain's premier copper and 
arsenic mine: Devon Great Consols. The importance 
of the Tamar Valley has been internationally 
recognised with its inclusion in the UNESCO 
Cornish Mines World Heritage Site bid. Mining 
aside, the Tamar Valley is one of the most beautiful 
and unspoilt comers of Britain. 

The conference theme is "Pennies to Pesticides 
(Silver to Arsenic)" and will be based at Morwellham 
Quay. The Saturday evening event will be a hog 
roast. 

The Tamar Valley has a massive potential for 
conference field trips. Above ground highlights 
include John Taylor's Tavistock Canal, Morwellham 
and the well preserved remains of the arsenic 
industry. Below ground we have an embarrassment 
of riches ranging from a miners train ride into the 
George & Charlotte Mine, to the vertical delights of 
Devon Great Consols which boasts some of the finest 
accessible mine timbering in the British Isles. We 
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aim to offer trips for all standards of ability from 
easy walking to technical SRT. 

It is proposed to have a coach trip to the west of 
Cornwall on the Monday after the conference. 

It would greatly assist the planning of the event 
if you would register your interest in attending the 
conference on line at www.tamarmining.co.uk. For 
those members without e mail, further information 
can be obtained from Rick Stewart, Patchway 
Cottage, CALSTOCK, Cornwall, PLl 8 9QB. Tel: 
01822 832748. 

WIRKSWORTH GROUP OPEN DAYS 
l. Orchard Mine on Sunday 13 May 2007 
2. Bage Mine on Saturday & Sunday 13 - 14 

October 2007. 
These trips are open to those covered by BCA 

insurance, members of PDMHS and NMRS. 
Please contact John Jones. Tel: 01509 672125. 

MINE HERITAGE WALKS IN THE LAKE 
DISTRICT 

All of the walks will be led by Ian Tyler. They 
will start at 10.30am. Boots or strong shoes must be 
worn. Waterproofs, spare clothing and a packed 
lunch should be carried. 

Most walks will take at least 5hrs and they are 
not suitable for unfit persons or children under 16yrs 
of age. 
27 May Yewthwaite/Brandlehow - 6mls 

Park Catbells north road 
17 June Ennerdale Mines - 6mls 

Park Bleach Green car park 
15 July Eagle Crag (Hard) - 7 miles 

Park Patterdale Church 
29 July Hartsop Hall/Myers Head - 5ml 

Park Cove Bridge 
12 August Dufton Mines (Hard) - 7ml 

Park Dufton village car park 
26 August Greenside Mine - 7ml 

Park Glenridding car park 
9 September Coniston Copper - 6ml 

Park Coppermines Valley road 
23 September Seathwaite/Honister - 6ml 

Park Honister Slate Mine 
7 October Goldscope Mine - 5ml 

Park Littletown Bridge 

SOCIETY PROJECTS. 
The following are details of ongoing Society 

Projects. 
1. Crich Mining Display 

This is located at the Crich Tramway Village at 
Crich. 

Project Leader: Mick and Lillian Bridges. 
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Tel: 0115 9436214 
Working Days: Most Sundays, all year round. 

Surface work 

2. High Rake Mine, Windmill 
Project Leader: Chris Heathcote 
Tel: 01298 814822 
Second Contact: John Barnatt 
Tel: 01298 77923 
Working Days: First Saturday of every month. 
Time: 10.30am onwards 
Surface work 

3. Old Millclose Mine, Wensley 
Project Leader: John Peel 
Tel: 01335 390448 
Working Days: Occasional Sundays 
Underground work 
Society members requiring further information 

on any of these projects, please contact relevant 
Project Leader. 

It is said that variety is the spice of life, well 
there is plenty of variety in the Society Projects. 
Whatever time you can spare, you can be assured of 
a warm welcome. "NO experience is required". To 
paraphrase a famous saying "YOUR SOCIETY 
PROJECTS NEED YOU". 
Compiled by Paul Chandler 

COPY FOR THE JULY EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 4 June 2007. Copy, articles, photographs, 

letters etc should be sent to:-
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLfNCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

E mail:newsletter@pdrnhs.com 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
LTD 

Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Muse 
The Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, 

Derbyshire, DE4 3NR 
Tel:- (01629) 583834 

SOCIETY WEB SITES 
Society: www.pdrnhs.com 

Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided due 
acknowledgement is made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of 
the Society. Copy submitted for publication is not 
checked by the Editor for accuracy 
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