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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2007/2008 

Members are reminded that their membership subscriptions for the year 2007/2008 become 
due on l September 2007. A renewal form is enclosed with this Newsletter. 

Ordinary Member 
Joint Member 
Family Member 
Junior Member 
Institutional Member 

£ 17.00 
£19.00 
£21.00 
£ 9.00 
£22.00 

Overseas members should pay their subscription in £ Sterling. 

Would members who pay their subscription by Standing Order please ensure that their 
mandates are amended before the payments are due. The Society cannot vary the amount paid by 
Standing Order 

AGM AND ANNUAL DINNER - 2007 
The 2007 AGM and Annual Dinner will be held on 

Saturday 24 November 2007. 
Prior to the AGM there will be presentations by Paul 

Deakin and Paul Chandler. The dinner will be held at the 
Temple Hotel, Matlock Bath. 

Further details will be published in the next 
Newsletter. 

SOth ANNIVERSARY OF THE PEAK DISTRICT 
MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

In 2009, PDMHS will celebrate its 50th Anniversary 
and a number of special events are being planned for that 
year. In addition, 2009 will be the 30th Anniversary of 
NAMHO (National Associations of Mining History 
Organisations). 

To celebrate both of these events, PDMHS will 
organise and sponsor a special NAMHO Conference in 
2009. 

The theme of the conference will be " Mining 
Landscapes and their Elements". The conference will be 
held at Derbyshire County Hall, Matlock from Friday 19 
June to Sunday 21 June 2009. 

The Conference will be a combination of 
underground visits, surface walks and a lecture 
programme. There will also be a Social Programme. Full 
details will be published later. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
I. Roy Paulson 

On behalf of Northern Mine Research Society, I write 
to you, and to Peak District Mines Historical Society, to 
express our condolences on the death of Roy Paulson and 
also to express our appreciation for him as a person and for 
all he did for mining history, for cave research and for 
industrial archaeology. 

I found Roy unfailingly generous with his knowledge 
and with his time. Despite his own extensive knowledge, he 
was patient with those who knew less and encouraged new
comers to his area of research and study. I particularly 
appreciated his fine sense of humour, which was never 
cruel at the expense of others. 

Roy was held in high regard throughout the 
community of mining explorers and mining historians. He 
was, as the saying goes, "a true gentleman" - wise, 
knowledgeable, courteous and witty - it was a privilege and 
a pleasure to have known him. He is much missed, but will 
be remembered with respect and with affection. 
Sallie Bassham 

(On behalfofNorthem Mine Research Society) 

2. "Lead Mining in the Peak District" by Ford & Rieuwerts 
I was surprised and dismayed to see on page 2 l of the 
above publication an in-situ photograph of the wooden 
square ventilation pipes described by the publisher as "wind 
bores" or venti lation pipes. They are neither. 



JOINT PDMHS/NM RS MEET IN DERBYSHIRE 
On Saturday 12 May, 35 members of the societies 

arrived at Magpie Mine on a day that was forecast to be 
"better" than Friday or Sunday! After tea & biscuits we 
were taken by 2 minibuses to High Rake Lead Mine where 
John Barnatt informed and enthused us about the site. 

John Barnatt in full flow at High Rake Mine 

Lyn Willies explains the features at Winster 

On our return to Magpie Mine we had lunch. We then 
had a tour of the site which was led by Paul Smith and 
Tony Woods. 

A group was quickly escorted off by John Barnatt 
(assisted by Dave Webb) for the underground trip to 
Devonshire Cavern. The rest of us were bussed to Winster 
for an informed tour by Lynn Willies (assisted by " local" 
Tony Woods) of a typical mining vi llage and surface 
remams. 

At Orchard Mine, John Jones of the Wirksworth 
Group showed us a survey of their continuing underground 
explorations. Ten Society members had signed up for an 
underground trip to Orchard Mine on the next day.The 
weather behaved itself and an enjoyable day was had by 
all. My thanks to those named above, the car park 

attendants Mike Luff and Martin Long and 
particularly to the "galley slaves" George & Evelyn Chell. 
Mave Luff. 

VISIT TO HIGH TOR GROTTO AND SIDE MINE 
At the back of James Croston's book "On foot 

- through the Peak" which was 
written in the mid- J 800s, and 
alongside adverts for "Gentlemen's 
Black Suits" and the "Wye House 
Asylum for the Higher and Middle 
Classes", one advert in particular 
has always intrigued me. Inserted 
by Thomas Cardin, Guide, True 
Practical Geologist and Propretor, it 
extols the v irtues and delights of 
the High Tor Grotto Crystalised 
(sic) Cavern in Matlock Dale. 
Explaining that the "ENTRANCE 
IS AT T HE FOOT OF HIGH TOR" 
and "NOT AT THE TOP OF IT'', it 
goes on to say that when the ex
Queen of France visited the cavern 
in 1856, she was "highly gratified". 

Croston also visited the cave 
during his wanderings around the 

Photo by Dave Williams Peak and goes on to say that he 
found both the cave a "splendour of 
mineral decorations" and the guide 
"a most loquacious individual, but 
withal a painstaking, civi l and well
informed man". 
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Unlike Croston who used a 
candle to find his way round a trip 
which culminated with the hoisting 
of a candle-lit chandelier, we had 
the benefi t of modern helmet lights. 
We had to scramble into the grotto 
over debris pushed there from the 
colour works which superseded 
what he described as a paint 
factory. Inside, a short gallery 
opened up lined with dog-toothed 
calcite crystals, some, as Croston 
mentioned, tinted w ith traces of 
mineralization. We then wandered 
on until further progress was halted 

Photo by Dave Williams by a flooded stope. In Croston's day 
the floor was level, but slabby rocks make the going a bit 
harder. Like him, I was startled by a loud rumbling noise 
and it took a whi le for me to realise that it was a train 
going through High Tor Tunnel; perhaps this accounts for 
the rock falls. 

Side Mine is entered from within the colour works 
via an awkward thrutch through a partially bricked-up 
opening. Newsletter No 121 (January 2007) gave a 
warning to the effect that the first part of Side Mine is 
coated in red paint pigment which stains clothes. This 
innocent sounding warning was far from the truth - the 
whole mine is liberally coated with inch-thick layers of 
pigment that had the effect of turning us all into premature 
Easter Bunnies! Apparently this is the result of an 



The above artefacts, together with other items, were 
recovered by the writer and team when access was 
excavated into the long abandoned circa I 850's Royledge 
Copper Mine at Elkstones. These artefacts are now in the 
Peak District Mining Museum. 

In the interest of accurate recording of mining 
history, the above pipe sections are actually rising main 
water pumping pipes, complete with clack box. 
Furthermore, "wind bores" are also NOT ventilation 
related. 

This anomaly, amongst others, first appeared in the 
book "Copper Mines of the Manifold Valley" by Porter 
and Robey and this description appears to have become 
carved in stone. 

Why has no one inspected these artefacts? It is most 
annoying to have ones work misrepresented by the 
hyperbole of commercial publishers in an otherwise fine 
publication. Hence the correction. 
Len Kirkham 

3. Hill House Copper/lead Mine, Lower Elkstone 
Access to this mine was excavated by the writer and 

team some time ago. It was entered for the first time since 
closure circa 1800 via the cleared out climbing shaft. 

This small enigmatic mine sett, consisting of several 
infilled scattered workings, is possibly very old. This fact 
was illustrated in old documents recently inspected by the 
writer and which are in private ownership. 

A number of artefacts were recovered and donated to 
the Peak District Mining Museum. A more detailed 
account will be published in due course. 

Access to the mine is no longer available due to a 
massive land slip. Who says landslip does not occur on 
limestone? 
Len Kirkham 

4. Derbyshire Brown Lead Ore and "Linnets" 
Following on from the notes by Jim Rieuwerts 

(Newsletter No. 121) October 2006, and Lynn Willies 
(Newsletter No. 122) April 2007. 

May I draw your attention to the early 20th century 
literature with regard to the word "linnets" - mining 
terminology used in the Derbyshire lead mining districts, 
and nowhere else in the British Isles. 

Rudler, 1905.(1) comments on "Several specimens 
from the refuse heaps of an old mine near Brassington 
show galena encrusted with cerussite and pyromorphite. 
The brown phosphate is known as linnets, and the green as 
green linnets. The name of Green Linnets was given to the 
mine which yielded these specimens". 

Spencer, 1911.(2) mentions that "Pyromorphite 
occurs in veins of lead ore where it has been formed by 
the alteration of galena, only rarely do the crystals show 
any degree of transparency; but they are usually prettily 
coloured, being wax yellow, orange-yellow, brown or 
bright grass-green. On this account the mineral is 
variously known to miners as brown lead ore, green lead 
ore or variegated lead ore". 

A further complication is revealed by Burt, et al, 
1981.(3) where the lead production figures for the Magpie 
Mine at Sheldon reveal that in 1872, 61 tons of linnets 
was sold, followed in 1883 by 10.3, tons of brown ore. 

Also, a rather strange fact emerges when checking 
through the mineral statistics 1845 - 1913, in that in the 
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year 1872 sixteen Derbyshire mines sold varying tonnages 
of linnets, none in the 30 years prior to 1872, and only 
three after that date. These sixteen mines produced a total 
of 277 tons of linnets, the price varying from £ 1 to £4 per 
ton, ie an average price of £2.50 per ton. 

Stokes,1880.(4) states that "Brown or offal ore is 
sold from 15 shillings (75p) to £3 per ton, the average 
being £2 per ton .. 

I can find no evidence for a price of 6d per ton, as 
stated by Willies (Newsletter No. 121) 2007. However, on 
the evidence above I must agree with Willies that brown 
lead ore/linnets is indeed a mixed, low grade ore 
consisting of lead sulphides, iron oxides, lead carbonates 
and phosphates, etc. 

Regarding the specimen label (sans specimen) in the 
County Museum, Truro. Weston and Cooke, (Newsletter 
No. 122) April 2007. Two pieces of brown lead ore from 
Hubbadale Mine, near Bakewell, were specimens sold to 
Philip Rashleigh by Sir Walter Synnot, most probably 
sometime between 1808 and 1810. At this period, had the 
specimen been well crystallised it would have been 
labelled as being phosphat(e) oflead, or brown 
phosphat(e) oflead, certainly not "brown lead ore". 

The Hubbadale orebody was unusual in that large 
quantities ofmarcasite (iron sulphide) occurred with the 
calcite and galena, which oxidised, causing a breakdown 
of the wallrock and vein stuff. I would, therefore, suggest 
that the Hubbadale brown lead ore was a limonitic (rust) 
coating the faces of galena crystals. Similar material is 
seen in the Golconda Mine, the limonitic patina on the 
galena crystals being derived from the oxidation of 
sphalerite (ZnFeS) in the orebody. 
( 1) Rudler, F. W., 1905. A Handbook to a Collection of the 
Minerals of the British Islands, Mostly Selected from the 
Ludlam Collection in the Museum of Practical Geology, 
London. 
(F.W.Rudler was the museum curator, 1861 - 1902). 
(2) Spencei, L.J.; 191 I. The World's Minerals. 
(L.J.Spencer was the curator of the British Museum. N.H., 
1894 - 1958). 
(3) Burt, R., et al, 1981. The Derbyshire Mineral 
Statistics, 1845 - 1913. 
(4) Stokes, A.H., 1880. Lead and Lead Mining in 
Derbyshire. 
John Jones, Wirkswoth Mines Research Group 

VACANCY FOR A PDMHS PUBLICITY OFFICER 
PDMHS requires a Publicity Officer to promote 

awareness of, and raise the public profile of, the Society. 
If you would like to contribute to the running of PDMHS 
in this interesting and varied post, please contact Mave 
Luff, Chair of the Society, for further information via the 
Peak District Mining Museum. 

NEW MEMBERS 
The following were elected to membership of the 

Society at a recent Council Meeting:-
B J Machin, LEEK 
JM Brambley & S Qu.ick, BIGGIN 

K L Slatcher & PA Lydon, WINSTER 



ineffective extractor system that was in use several years 
ago when waste pigment was vented through the mine and 
spectacularly out through a shaft below nearby 
Starkholmes. 

Ignoring the chocolate spread, Side Mine has many 
interesting features left by the owd' man who opened it up 
in search for lead ore. The mine was worked on several 
levels with intriguing holes to lower stopes crossed by 
narrow ledges and side passages. However, the superb 
stone stemples above the main passage made the drag 
through all that gunge worthwhi le; my green wellies are 
now bright red. 

With thanks to Paul Chandler and Tony Wood for 
both organising the trip and acting as latter-day Thomas 
Card ins 
Brian Spencer 

BOOK REVIEW 
"Fluorite, The Collectors Choice" edited by Jesse 

Fisher and others. Published 2006 by Lithographic LLC, 
Connecticut, USA. ISBN 0-9715371-9-4. A4. 128pp. Cost 
$30 (c £16) + p&p. 

This is a beautifully produced glossy book, No 9 in 
an unspecified series. Aimed at the mineral collector it has 
been compiled by 33 contributors from countries around 
the world with only one from Great Britain, Ian Jones 
from Cardiff. Some entries were translated from other 
languages. There are numerous fine colour illustrations. 
The book opens with a note on the classical banded 
Myrrhine, which resembles Derbyshire's Blue John. There 
follows an introductory chapter with notes on atomic 
s tructure, colour, uses, fluorescence, luminescence and on 
the many variations of crystal habit from cubes, octahedral 
to some which are almost spherica l! 

The main part of the book is divided into entries by 
continent and country. These are of a very varied s tandard, 
few with maps locating the fluorite deposits. Some discuss 
the geological setting but most do not. There are ten pages 
on British fluorites, including one on Blue John, where the 
author was unaware of your reviewer's book on 
Derbyshire Blue John (Landmark, Ashbourne). Other 
European countries include Spain, France and Switzerland 
but are there no fluorites worth recording in the rest of 
Europe? 

Coverage of the Americas, Asia and Africa is again 
patchy. I looked in vain for something on the Chinese 
equivalent of Blue John that can now be found in many 
tourist shops in Europe. Nor was there anything on the 
Iranian source of the Mysrrhine Fluorspar, used by the 
Romans. Australia is not mentioned. 

The book concludes with notes on cutting facetted 
gems from fluorite, on fluid inclusions and on cleaning 
fluorite crystals. 

On the whole I was disappointed in the uneven 
treatment and the sparsity of geological data. 
Lithographic LLC publications are available from: 
Ian Bruce, PO Box 3967, YEOVIL, BA20 9AH 
Philip Taylor, Egis Lion House, Dyce Avenue, 
Dyce, ABERDEEN, AB2 l OLQ 
Paul Lowe, Unit 3B, United Downs Ind Park, 
REDRUTH, TR16 SHY 
Dr Trevor Ford 
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HERITAGE OPEN DAY 2007 - MAGPIE MINE, 
8 SEPTEMBER 

The Society is again taking part in the heritage day 
events that are organized nationwide each September. Last 
year we decided to reduce our involvement in this event 
and to open a si te for just one day. This would enable 
members who help at these events to have a chance to 
visit other participating sites. 

This was acceptable to our volunteers. I have, 
therefore, registered PDMHS to open Magpie Mine on 8 
September for one day only. 

Last year we opened two sites, High Rake Lead 
Mine and Stonedge Smelting Site. A lthough these both 
proved successful it was decided that, for ease of 
organization and better wet weather facilities, we should 
this year return to Magpie Mine which has all we need on 
one site. 

I am well aware of the time our members give up to 
help run this event. I am therefore looking for additional 
volunteers to man the site this September. Anyone who 
wants to help will be most welcome. The jobs that 
particularly need manning are guides, car parking 
attendants, helpers in the cottage to dispense tea, coffee 
and biscuits etc. Don't worry if you haven't been involved 
in this event before, just come along and join in an 
important Society event. New members will be 
particularly welcome. 

If you can help in anyway, please contact Paul 
Smith, 71 St Norbert Drive, Kirk Hallam, ILKESTON, 
DE7 4EF. 

Tel: Home 01159301169 Mobi le 01930 557182 
Paul Smith, Heritage Open Day 01gani::er 

A VERY UNUSUAL MINE ARTEFACT/MINERAL 
SPECIMEN 

During ongoing sorting and identification of the 
mineral collection at Buxton Museum and Art Gallery, a 
very unusual specimen was examined of chalcanthite 
(copper sulphate or blue vitriol in old mineral books). The 
object measures 1 OOmm x 70mm x 70mm and the regular 
profi le is suggest ive of a mine timber with worked edges: 
a stemple, sleeper, wooden sledge or part of some staging. 
The outer structure of the specimen appears to have 
characteristics of wood gra in and growth rings. 

The specimen was obtained when Randolf Douglas' 
'House of Wonders' in Castleton was purchased by 
Derbyshire Museums Service in 1982 with a grant from 
the national Science Museum's PRISM fund. The Douglas 
collection is now housed at Buxton Museum. Amongst 
his amazing collection, opened to the public in the 1920s, 
Douglas boasted his museum was the best way to view the 
caves of Castleton! It includes a serendipity collection of 
fossils and minerals, very few of which retain any original 
labelling. The majority of mineral specimens have been 
held in store since the acquisition and only recently have 
they been examined in any detai l. This 'chalcanthite' was 
located in a box containing several other Derbyshire 
specimens, a lthough no labels were present. It is therefore 
reasonable to suspect that this specimen also was sourced 
within Derbyshire. The obvious mine would be that of 
Ecton (an honorary part of Derbyshire) but the authors are 
unaware of any such specimens from this location. 

Enquiries were made of Dr P Thomas (a 
dendrologist) of the Biological Sciences department and 
Dr Graham Lees of the Earth Sciences department of 
Keele University. Their response was that it is certainly 



an unusual occurrence. It is feasible for copper 
compounds to replace the carbon of the wood, either 
molecule by molecule, or by filling up the lumen of the 
wood's tube structure first and then replacing the wood 
itself. However, it would be unlikely to occur under 300 
years, which is stretching the Ecton theory. If the 
specimen was not completely replaced then Ecton would 
be a distinct possibility as a source. 

However, if the object was a part of a mine timber in 
one of the ancient Comish mines, then this time span can 
be readily accepted. In the early mineral texts Parys 
Mine, Anglesey and some of the Comish mines were 
noted for the presence of"blue vitriol". There are records 
of copper metal replacement of wood within the Roman 
mines of Cyprus but evidence of chalcanthite replacement 
is lacking. 

Another explanation suggested that the mine timber 
had been surrounded by clay, then the timber had rotted 
away leaving a cast which subsequently filled 
with chalcanthite, thus assuming the 
characteristics of the original wood. Others 
have suggested that the object represents an 
infilling of a wooden box section pipe, such as 
those used in ventilation. This is not unusual: 
Don Edwards ofTideswell Rock Shop has in his 
collection a specimen of gypsum that has 
assumed the shape of a pipe section within 
which it had crystallised. The authors' 
enthusiasm has to be tempered by the fact that 
the object could be man-made but it is felt that 
this explanation is unlikely. 

It is a pity that this superb and interesting 
hybrid artefact/specimen does not have an 
attached label which would have rendered the 
speculation superfluous and provided the link 
between specimen and mine. This is once again 
a lesson to all serious collectors to ensure that 
their material is fully labelled in India Ink and the label 
varnished for the benefit of future collectors, mine 
historians and mineralogists. 

We have been unable to reproduce the photograph of 
the specimen for the Newsletter but if members would like 
a digital image then please contact the authors on the 
following e-mail address: john@jccooke.demon.co.uk 

The specimen may be viewed by prior appointment 
with Ros Westwood at Buxton Museum and Art Gallery 
quoting specimen accession number DERSB: 2007.M82 

We would be very grateful to receive member's 
observations and experiences of wood replacement by 
copper compounds, especially within the confines of the 
Derbyshire mining field. 
Dave Weston and John Cooke 

THE NEW SURVEYING DISPLAY AT THE PEAK 
DISTRICT MINING MUSEUM 

The surveying display in the Peak District Mining 
Museum has been put together by Robin Hall, myself and 
other willing members of the Monday Night Group. 

Whilst researching information on the measuring 
chain on display which, according to the Museum's 
records, is part of a "Barmaster's Chain," an interesting 
dilemma became apparent. 

A surveyors chain is not only a physical object but a 
specific measurement of length, ie I chain = I 00 links = 
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22 yards = 66 feet = 792 inches. Thus a cricket wicket is 
one chain in length. In Yorkshire a measuring chain is 
known as a Gunter's Chain. 

However, when one considers that the Barmaster 
measured lengths of vein workings in "meers" and a meer 
can vary , dependent upon which mining Liberty he is 
operating, it seems obvious (a least to me as a mine 
surveyor) that a measure of one chain = 22yds is pointless. 

Could it be that each barmaster had his own "chain" 
of a length compatable to meer length ie 27,28,29,30 or 32 
yards. (eg High Peak Liberty 32 yards, Youlgreave Liberty 
28 yards etc.) 

If anyone has any documentary evidence, or even 
just an opinion on the matter, I would be very interested to 
hear from them either via the Newsletter or the Museum 
Phil Wainright 

The Derby Discoveries Photo by Phil Wainwright 

Whilst clearing out her Grandmother's house in 
Derby recently, my daughter-in-law found, in the back of 
a drawer, two Barmote Court Clay Pipes. 

They both had the following inscription on the bowls 
-"Coronation Year 1953 - Wirksworth Great Barmote 
Court - 24 April 1953 - J Mort, Barmaster". On the stem 
of one pipe was "Mr John Hadfield", on the other pipe the 
stem had no name. 

Next day she found a medal, still in its presentation 
box and in pristine condition, which had been struck to 
mark the Centenary of the Derbyshire Mining Custom and 
Mineral Courts Act 1852. Along with the medal was a 
leather bound booklet, again still in its presentation box 
and again in pristine condition, entitled "A Brief Historical 
Note on the Great Barmote Courts, Wirksworth, 
Derbyshire, in the Duchy of Lancaster'', with an account 
of the ceremony commemorating the centenary of the 
1852 Derbyshire Mining Customs and Mineral Courts 
Act, held on I 0 October 1952. 

The fly leaf states 'This is No 221 of 1500 copies of 
"The Great Barmote Court in the Duchy of Lancaster" 
published for distribution in the United Kingdom, the 
British Commonwealth and the United States of 
America" . 

The contents page states:-
The Historical Background - Page 5 
The Centenary Celebration - Page 19 
The House ofEnthoven - Page 27 
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A paragraph on page 25 states "The medal itself is of 
great interest to numismatists as it is the first time that a 
medal of any importance has been struck in lead in this 
country since the occasion of the accession of Maria 
Theresa in Austria in 1743". 

Also enclosed with the booklet was an account of the 
speeches at the Court on that day. The speeches were 
made by Mr JD B Symonds, Steward of the Great 
Barmote Court ; Mr John Hadfield, Chairman and 
Managing Director of Derbyshire Stone; Sir Norman 
Warwick, C lerk of the Council, Duchy of Lancaster; Mr G 
E Bacon, Foreman of the Jury and Mr KL Cobb, 
Managing Director of H J Enthoven & Sons Ltd. The 
speeches refer to the presentation of a plaque to the Court 
by Mr John Hadfield, bearing the arms of the Duchy of 
Lancaster to commemorate the centenary of the passing of 
the 1852 Act. 

It is hoped that the transcript of these speeches will 
be published in Mining History in the near future. Also, it 
is possible that these items may be donated, or loaned, to 
the Peak District Mining Museum at some future date so 
that they can be put on display and enjoyed by fellow 
mining enthusiasts. 

Phil Wainright 

MINERAL RECOVERY IN DERBYSHIRE 

At the Minerals Engineering Society Con ference a 
paper was presented on the history of recovering minerals 
from lead mining waste in what is now known as 
Cavendish Mill. 

The operations were started by the company Coll iery 
Engineering Ltd of Sheffield for the purpose of producing 
barytes for their proprietary Barvoys dense medium 
process for washing coal. The barytes was mined by the 
Cupola Mining and Milling Co at Stoney Middleton. 
Colliery Engineering also bought out the operations at the 
Cavendish Mine site and Rock Mill at Stoney Middleton. 

When barytes was replaced by magnetite as the 
popular dense medium, Head Wrightson, who had bought 
the company, investigated the recovery of nuorspar. The 
plant was then sold to Laporte Minerals who developed 
the production method to produce acid-grade fluorspar. 

In 1999 Glebe Mines Ltd acquired the business. This 
company now produces acid-grade fluorspar, high grade 
barytes and galena (lead ore). There is also a market for 
the limestone and sand that was previously discarded 

Abstract from Materials World- Oct 2006 

I J Brown 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES - OBSERVATIONS AND 
DISCOVERIES - PART 22 

I. Watergrove Mine, Foolow, Derbyshire 

This large mine complex (centred on Forefield Shaft 
at SK 188 758), once famous for its fine engine-house 
chimney demolished in 1960, still has several important 
surviving structures (with no public access) These include 
the mine office, a smithy,. the mine agent's and mine 
engineer's house (now a private dwelling), capped shafts 
(two with restored beehive caps), two reservoirs and 
largely-disturbed hillocks The 1835-38 chimney, boi ler 
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house and engine house for Fairbairn's 70 inch side-lever 
pumping engine, and the 184 7 w inding and crushing 
engine buildings, today have no visible surface remains 
Further to the east and north-east there are more beehive 
caps over shafts, again restored by the Society many years 
ago, one with an adjacent possible gin engine platform To 
the south-east there are also the remains to be described 
below, set amongst large hillocks associated wi th a shaft 
capped with concrete Nearby on lower ground to the west 
side there are further small disturbed hillocks, at least one 
ofbuddled clay, suggesting materia l from the main 
hillocks were reprocessing for ore, presumably in the later 
I 9'h century A larger hillock here is made up of shale dug 
out when the adjacent engine-house reservoir was created, 
which is sited at the edge of a shale outcrop which 
overlies the limestone and extends westwards to Wardlow 
Mires. 

On the south side of the main road a shaft on the 
hillside (at SK 190 757), with ruined walls nearby to the 
north side, has previously been identified from 
documentation as the site of a late I 8'h century Newcomen 
steam engine and the walls had been tentatively suggested 
to be what is left of the engine house (The Lead Legacy -
Barnatt and Penny 2004: site 39) At a recent revisi t to the 
site further progress has been made with interpretation 
The building itself is largely removed, but the remaining 
lower walls nank a deep hollow adjacent to the capped 
engine shaft Careful examination showed that the end wall 
nearest the shaft to the south, which is I .55m wide, was 
thicker than the other three and is indeed like ly to be the 
bob wall of an engine house At both ends of this wall the 
former positions of side walls, which were each about 
0.65m thick, are indicated by the presence of largely
buried comer quoins At the other side of the hollow 
another fragment of walling is visible from the north-east 
corner of this rectangular building, which allows 
dimensions to be ascertained Internally it measured 6.3m 
x 3. 7m, which is relati vely small when set against I 9'h 
century Comish pumping engine houses but is comparable 
to other I 8'h century Newcomen engine houses The hollow 
in which the building sits is approached through the 
hillocks by a terraced trackway from the north which leads 
to a flat working area to the west side of the engine house 
at the level of the base of the hollow There is no sign of a 
boiler house, chimney or other former buildings, although 
it is known from documentation that a smithy was built in 
1794 Similarly, it is documented that there was a 
relatively large engine reservoir, which has disappeared 
without trace On a large nat working area to the east side 
of the engine house, at the same level as the shaft collar, 
there is a small circular hollow which presumably was for 
ore dressing This working area is approached by a second 
terraced trackway from the north and may well have been 
used for bringing equipment to the mine and/or removal of 
ore. 

The history of Watergrove Mine has been researched 
in some detail by Jim Rieuwerts The following text 
pertinent to the Newcomen engine house just described, 
which was the second at the mine, is extracted from his 
forthcoming book, provisionally titled 'Geological 
Understanding, the Development of Mining Technology 
and the Evolution of Artificial Drainage in the Derbyshire 
Orefield: Volume I'. 

'Building work began in the second half of 1794 with 
Robert Eley and Co., masons walling the Engine House 



and smithy The engine was made by Booth and Coof 
Brightside Iron Foundry, SheffieldThe cylinder was 38 
inches diameter, the engine rated at l 6HPThe pumps, each 
32 yards in length, were 16 inches and 15 inches in 
diameter During 1795 (month un-specified) the mine 
proprietors paid Messrs Booths £673-8-4 [SCL, Bag 422] 
During the same period they a lso had to pay 7/6d for 
repairing a house damaged by the Boiler at Stoney 
Middleton There are no references to building a boiler 
house, or boiler installation, only to building Chimney 
Pipes and Arches.' 

'The Engine House and other ancillaries were offered 
for sale in 1836 and 1853, but on neither occasion was a 
boiler house, or boiler installation included The situation 
leads to speculation that the boiler may have been located 
at the bottom of a long-necked bottle-shaped chimney 
s~ru~ture, the boiler itself an integral part of the chimney A 
similar arrangement, though with two boilers and two 
'bottle ' chimneys, was made by John Curr for the 
Attercliffe Common Colliery, Sheffield in 1790.' 

'The reason why Curr placed the boiler outside the 
engine house is explained by Rolt and Allen [ 1997] : 'The 
dimensions of the engine house were governed by the 
diameter of the boiler and its surrounding furnace - this 
necessitated the use of beams of considerable span -
Inevitably cylinders tended to 'work' on their supporting 
beams, causing the fa ilure of steam joints, breakage of 
pipes and generally increased wear and tear Curr placed 
the two boilers of his Attercliffe engine - adjoining the 
engine house. Th is arrangement enabled him to contract 
the walls of the engine house and support the cylinder 
firmly by two sets of beams, each of very short span.' 

'John Curr· s Park Ironworks were close to Booth· s 
Foundry, and he had c lose connections with the principal 
Watergrove proprietors who were also concerned at Hills 
Rake Mine, Hazlebadge, where Curr installed a 
Newcomen engine in 1795 [SCL, OD 1500]The boiler and 
chimney arrangement at Watergrove may have used Curr' s 
solution and may have been the firs t, and only such 
example in the orefield, though John Milnes claimed an 
almost identical arrangement at Westedge Mine, Ashover 
and later at Magpie Mine, Sheldonlt must be stressed that 
little is known about surface planning at most of the 
Newcomen engine sites, but at Watergrove archaeological 
excavation might well provide at least one answer.' 

'Men were paid 14/- per week for working the 
engine, but it was troublesome and there are frequent 
accounts for its repair Nearly a decade after its 
installation, the reckoning for June - November 1803 
includes payment to Messrs Booth and Cofor £l49-7-11 
plus £24-8-8 to Messrs Barrett and Co[SCL, Bag ' 
423]Despite setbacks with the engine, prospects at the 
mine were so optimistic that in October, 1797, 
MrGreaves, one of the major shareholders was thinking of 
installing another Fire Engine [SCL, Bag 656/3].' 

'The Newcomen Fire-engine worked until 1820, 
expenditure on coal was usually £ 17 to £21 per week 
[SCL, Bag 423]After a brief trial of the mine, when it was 
again put to work, albeit briefly, it was offered for sale in 
August, 1836 [Sheffie ld Mercury], but was not sold The 
engine was still on site when the mine closed in 1853 
when it was again offered for sale The Engine House 'had 
a leaded roof and said to be 40 feet in height It was 
demolished in mid 1847 it being 'ordered that the Old 

7 

Engine House be pulled down, the slate, stone timber 
being made available for the new building for the Whim 
Engine [SCL, Bag 518].' 

Several months ago, unfortunately vandalism 
occurred at the main part of the l 9'h century Watergrove 
Mine complex around Forefield Shaft, when the stone
slate roof of the smithy and the external steps at the mine 
office were stolen While the culprits were later caught by 
the police, the materia ls taken were not recovered The 
smithy has now been partially re-roofed with corrugated 
iron sheets by the farmer who uses this site, but the 
eastern end of the building still has not and presumably is 
deteriorating A detailed photographic record was made 
shortly after the theft (by JB) Plans are currently been 
fonnulated to have the roofs of both buildings properly 
restored. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Jim 
Rieuwerts and Phil Shaw. 

2. Iron Smelting at Casters Bridge, Gradbach, 
Ouarnford, Staffordshire (SJ 9905 6575) 

A rare example of an early Peak Di strict iron 
smelting site has been identified by members of the 
National Park Ranger Service This bloomery is located 
close to the junction of Black Brook and the River Dane 
east ofGradbach Mill and below Lud's Church It lies ' 
close to the modern footbridge over the brook in the 
valley bottom, at the site of an earlier bridge long known 
locally as Casters Bridge The main visib le evidence 
comprises three large irregular mounds of waste materia l 
Future geophysical prospection and archaeological 
excavation should reveal associated smelting hearths, as 
these are usually found in direct association with such 
mounds Nearby are the ruins of a small dwelling which 
may well be later in date. 

The first mound that attracted attention lies to the 
east of the brook where a significant amount of slag is 
exposed in the adjacent footpath Examination of the 
opposite edge of the mound, where it is clipped by the 
brook, also revealed slag and confirmed that the material 
in the path had not been imported from elsewhere There 
are a lso three other grass-covered mounds nearby, one on 
the opposite side of the brook and another two to the 
north-west close to the river Subsequently, small and 
shallow archaeological test pits have confirmed two out of 
three of these mounds contain significant amounts of slag 
Of those mounds close to the river, the eastern of these 
appears to be natural While the other is also partially 
natural it has slag exposed in the river bank The test pit 
here contained much slag, charcoal and two pottery sherds 
(which await specialist identification). 

A library search has found two obscure documentary 
references to the site, both of which refer to the Casters 
Bridge site as a 'forge', based on the traditional name of 
the bridge One author mistook the site for the 'Forge' 
shown on Burdett's map of 1777, which is actually shown 
located at or close to the car park about 1 km further east 
(SJ 9985 6620) Interestingly, the other account, written in 
1935, notes the eastern mound next to where slag is 
exposed, s tating a local resident said that he had removed 
'to~~ of ~lag' from its top for repairing the footpath Farey 
wntmg m 1811 noted he had seen 'bloomery slags' at a 
disused site at 'Quarnford near Wincle Chapel' Whilst this 
is vague, the Casters Bridge site is in the correct general 
vicinity Simple bloomery iron smelting sites, where the 



main surviving surface evidence are mounds of slag, are 
common in areas like Cumbria and North Wales and are 
often medieval or early post-medieval in date Whether 
that at Casters Bridge is of similar date or later is currently 
not known That Farey was aware of a site of similar 
character may suggest the tradition of smelting in this way 
continued locally into the 18th century. 

Preliminary examination of samples of the slags, by 
Roger Doonan of Sheffield University, confirms that they 
include iron furnace and tapping slags, and that the former 
contain pieces of charcoal fuel. 

Close to the site, extending up the steep-sided 
woodlands to either side of Black Brook, there is a 
number of charcoal burning platforms terraced into the 
slopes Those on the east side of the river are of varied 
size, perhaps indicating more than one phase of operation 
Here there is a complex series of narrow terraced tracks 
on the slope, often with drystone walls retaining their 
lower sides; one of these leads directly to the slag mound 
near the bottom of the valley Given the proximity to the 
bloomery and the isolated location, these charcoal burning 
platforms are undoubtedly associated with the provision of 
fuel for the smelting However, the source of the iron is 
still far from clear While there are local coal mines to the 
north and east, it is not known for certain whether 
ironstone was also mined locally It is possible that 
ironstone was found in a local mine nearby in relatively 
close stratigraphic relationship with the Yard coal seam, as 
such associations between this coal and ironstone occur 
just beyond the region to the south-west (Len Kirkham 
perscomm.) This coal has only very limited outcrop near 
Gradbach, but was mined in one to three localities The 
certain site is a small area between Cut-thorne Hill and 
Leech just 1.8 miles to the north of the bloomery A coal 
mine was listed here by Farey in 1811 as at Lache and 
'formerly' in work However, there are only a few signs of 
mining here and this may have been small scale and short 
lived (Len Kirkham perscomm.) Two other possible 
examples of extraction of the Yard seam are at Birchen 
Booth Colliery (see Newsletter 119, July 2006; Notes and 
Observation 18, site 7) and perhaps a nearby and 
presumably related working in the same seam a little 
further north, which Farey named Diamond Hill Colliery 
At Birchen Booth mining was more extensive but there is 
uncertainty as to which seam was being worked as the 
land here is badly faulted This area of mining lies just 1.5 
miles north-east of the bloomery Nothing is known of 
Diamond Hill Any further information would be gratefully 
received. 

Those involved include Steve Bell, Margaret Black . 
and Eric Wood of the Ranger Service, with advice from 
Roger Doonan and John Barnatt. 

3. Long Rake. Long Dale near Friden. Derbyshire. 
centred SK 191 603 

Crossing the mid portion of Long Dale from east to 
west are visually impressive hollows and hillocks from 
lead mining following this vein In the east, on top of the 
daleside, surface workings along the line of the vein have 
been damaged by a certain amount of tipping of stone 
cleared from elsewhere However, the remainder of the 
surface mining features following the vein in the dale 
bottom and on the western range above appears to be 
largely untouched by later farming improvements or 
hillock reworking for gangue. Above the southern daleside 
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to the west, there are also further hollows and hillocks on 
2-3 interlinked scrins intersecting or running close to the 
main vein A short distance up-dale from where the main 
vein crosses it, there is a depression in the daleside, and 
associated tip below, which could well be the run-in 
entrance to a short adit which was driven southwards from 
close to the valley bottom to gain access to the veins under 
the higher land to the side Interestingly, from the point 
where Long Rake crosses the dale bottom there are small 
interlinked mining hollows and hillocks that extend down 
the valley for a short distance off the line of the vein; this 
possibly reflects the presence of valley-bottom sediments 
which were ore-rich, with this material derived originally 
from the vein but redeposited by glacial meltwaters. 

Records concerning a dispute over workings on this 
vein, dating from the 17th century, have been found in the 
Public Records Office, London (Jim Rieuwerts 
perscomm.). 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote and Phil 
Shaw. 

If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, 
Chapel en le Frith, High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 
814822) or John Bamatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 
Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923), (e-mail 
john.barnatt@btintcrnct.com). 

UNDERGROUND MEETS TO ECTON MINE, 
MANIFOLD VALLEY 
I. Deep Ecton Mine and Salts Level 

Sunday 23 September 2007 
Leader: John Bamatt 
This is an easy grade but relatively long trip into this 

spectacular mine to which access has been restricted in 
recent years. Wear oversuit or boilersuit. Helmet, 
appropriate lighting and cows tails (for ladderway) are 
essential. Wellingtons are recommended as some 
passages are wet underfoot. The trip will concentrate on 
the history/archaeology of the mine. Entry will be via 
Deep Ecton Level and after exploring the chambers etc, 
the exit will be via the ladderway (120 feet of fixed 
ladders) to Salts Level. 

Trip limited to l 0 places, plus leader/backstop and 
Ecton Mines Educational Trust officers. To book your 
place, meeting time/place - contact John Barnatt: Tel. 
01629 816230 (work) or 01298 77923 (home). 

As demand is predicted to be high, bookings will be 
taken on a first come, first served basis from the 
publication date of the newsletter. Preference will be 
given to those who have not visited this mine before. 
Bookings taken for Deep Ecton or Clayton Mine but not 
both (except on a reserve list). It is proposed that further 
trips will be arranged in 2008 for those who cannot be 
accommodated. 

2. Clayton Mine 

Sunday 21 October 2007 
Leader: John Barnatt 

This is an easy grade but long trip into this 
impressive mine to which access has been restricted in 
recent years. Wear oversuit or boilersuit; helmet and 



appropriate lighting are essential. The water in the 
entrance level is often just over Wellington depth so bring 
a change of cloths for afterwards. The trip will 
concentrate on the history/archaeology of the mine. The 
pipeworkings above adit level will be explored, but the 
'Cascades' link to Chadwick Mine will not be included. 

Trip limi ted to 10 places, plus leader/backstop and 
Ecton Mines Educational Trust officers. To book your 
place, meeting time/place - contact John Bamatt: Tel. 
0 1629 8 16230 (work) or 01298 77923 (home). 

As demand is predicted to be high, bookings wi ll be 
taken on first come first served basis from the publication 
date of the newsletter. Preference will be given to those 
who have not visited this mine before. Bookings taken for 
Deep Ecton or Clayton Mine but not both (except on a 
reserve list). It is proposed that further trips will be 
arranged in 2008 for those who cannot be accommodated. 

WIRKSWORTH GROUP OPEN DAY 
I. Bage Mine on Saturday & Sunday 13 - 14 October 

2007. 
This trip is open to those covered by BCA insurance, 

members of PDMHS and NMRS. 
Please contact John Jones. Tel: 01509 672125. 

THEOCTOBERBARMOTEEYENT 
The Barmote event was first held at the Peak District 

Mining Museum about lOyears ago after the Barmote 
Court at Wirksworth abandoned its October meeting. 

The April and October meetings of the Barmote 
Court had been held since the first recorded inquisition in 
1288, and probably before them since " time immemorial". 

Jim Rieuwerts, the current foreman of the Barmote 
Jury, fe lt that there was a danger that this ancient tradition 
may be lost forever. He approached the management of 
the Peak District Mining Museum and the decision was 
made to support the tradition by holding a Barmote Event 
to which members of the Bannote Court and PDMHS 
members are invited. The meeting includes talks, lectures, 
the traditional presentation of clay pipes and refreshments. 

This year, the Bannote Event will be held on 
17 October at the Peak District Mining Museum. 
Members who wish to attend should apply to the Peak 
District Mining Museum for an invitation. 

SOCIETY MEETS 
New Society Members 

If you are new to the Society and would like to 
sample the delights of mine exploration, but lack the 
equipment and perhaps feel nervous about joining one of 
our fi eld meets, then please contact Paul Chandler, 
PDMHS Meets and Training Co-ordinator. Paul can 
supply basic personal underground equipment and would 
be pleased to arrange novice mine trips for your benefit. 
To contact Paul, Tel: 01246-220773. 

1. Mining Heritage Walk - Sheldon Area 
Tuesday 17 July 2007 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet 7.00pm outs ide 'Cock & Pullet' pub, She ldon 
This is the second v isit to this area, but this time 

visiting Magpie Mine, plus nearby mines, The walk will 
be followed by optional drink & bufTet at the Cock & 
Pullet pub at Sheldon. 
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2. Walk around Eyam and Stoney Middleton Areas 
Wednesday 25 July 2007 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 1 O.OOam at the Eyam Village Car Park on 

Hawk Hill Road (NGR SK216767). 
This is a short walk visiting sites of mining, as well 

as historical interest. Eyam village for example is well 
known as the plague vi llage of 1665. However, it is 
absolutely full of other sites of interest, including of 
course mining. Walk is graded moderate with one steepish 
ascent. It is about 6 miles in length and the duration wi ll 
be about 4hrs. Bring usual walking gear, including packed 
lunch & drink. Don't forget your camera. OS map White 
Peak: Explorer OL24. 

3. Mining Heritage Walk - Wirksworth Area 
Tuesday 31 July 2007 
Leader: Tonv Wood 
Meet 7.00pm outside the Lime Kiln pub, Wirksworth 

(Street parking). 
Walk visiting various mine sites in this area, 

followed by optional drink & buffet at the Lime Kiln pub 
Wirksworth. 

4. Youd's Level, Matlock 
Sunday 5 August 2007 
Leaders: Matt and Nicky Adlam-Stiles. 
Grade: Moderate/Difficult. Experienced mine/cave 

explorers only. All day trip. Trip highlights; the longest 
coffin level in Derbyshire, l 200ft (365m) in length, with 
mine artefacts and inscriptions. The coffin level is 
absolutely superb, driven through limestone, t'owd miners 
toiled for many years to create this mining masterpiece. 
Another minor mining masterpiece is to be found in the 
Overseer Shaft Chamber, namely the drawing of the 
Overseer. However, access to this chamber involves 
negotiating a very low tight crawl and another tight 
section further along. For further information, see 
PDMHS Bulletin Vol 8, No 2. 

Party size limited. To book your place, and for 
further details, contact Matt and Nicky. Te l: 07958-
356554 

5. Mining Heritage Walk - Stone Edge Cupola. Nr 
Chesterfield 

Tuesday 14 August 2007 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet 7.00pm at the 'Red Lion' pub car park,8 5057 

road at Stone Edge 
This walk completes the 2007 Evening 'Mining 

Heritage Walks' Programme. Thanks to PR Marriott 
Drilling Ltd for granting access to this site. Optional drink 
& buffet at the 'Red Lion' pub, Stone Edge a fter the walk. 

6. Jugholes. Matlock - SRT Meet 
Wednesday 15 August 2007 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet at 7 .OOpm at the parking area on Salters Lane, 

opposite the track to Masson Quarry - NGR SK282594. 
This meet is aimed at those Society members who 
attended the recent SRT Training Session he ld at Longnor 
and Society members who have undertaken SRTin the past 
and are perhaps in need of a refresher. 



A direct mine shaft close to the lowest entrance of 
the Jug Holes system will be used. 

This is an ideal opportunity to practice abseiling and 
prusiking. Usual underground gear required. Please note 
that you will require a full SRT kit, as none will be 
available. Other Society members are welcome to watch 
the proceedings and/or have a self-guided trip around the 
extensive Jugholes system. 

7. Cracken Edge Quarries, Chinley 
Wednesday 22 August 2007 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet at 10.00am at the layby on A624. Hayfield 

Road at Chinley Head. NGR SK049848. 
This is a repeat of a Society meet held in 2004. It is a 

short walk visiting disused gritstone quarries, with an 
optional underground visit to two gritstone mines located 
in the quarries. Other items of interest on this site include 
the remains of a winding engine that was used on a 
tramway incline and the remains of a crane in one of the 
quarries. Subject to favourable weather, the views from 
the quarries are superb. Bring usual walking gear, plus 
lamp, helmet and boiler suit for optional mine visits. 
Packed lunch and drink. Don't forget camera and 
binoculars for those hopefully spectacular views. OS map 
Dark Peak: Explorer OLl. 

8. Cromford Sough or Caves and Mines in Bradford 
Dale/Middleton-by-You I grave 
NOTE - TWO TRIPS ON THE SAME DAY 

Tuesday 28 August 2007 
Trip details as follows: 
Cromford Sough. Leader: Tony Wood 
Grade: Easy/Moderate. Stooping/walking size 

passages. Water in sough varies in depth. Oversuit, pvc or 
similar preferable to Boilersuit. Trip not suitable for 
novices. Party size is limited. 

Brief historical information: Sough was started in 
1657-8 and contains examples of some of the earliest
known gunpowder blasting in British mines dating from 
1662-3. For further information see "Lead Mining in the 
Peak District", edited by T.D. Ford & J.H. Rieuwerts(2000 
edition). 

To book your place, meeting time/place; Contact 
Tony Wood-Tel: 01629-650162(Home) or 07971-
3 I 8825(Mobile ). 

Caves and Mines in Bradford Dale/Middleton-by
Youlgrave 

Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 7.00pm Middleton-by- Youlgreave village 

centre. 
Grade: Easy. Mainly walking/stooping passages, plus 

small amount of crawling. Wear Oversuit or Boilersuit. 
Ideal novice meet. 

9. Nickergrove Mine. Eyam 
Sunday 2 September 2007 
Leader: Paul Chandler. 
Meet 10.00am at large layby between the garage and 

Lovers Leap Bistro, Stoney Middleton. 
Grade: Easy. Wear Oversuit or Boilersuit. 

Walking/stooping size passage. Trip not suitable for 
complete novice explorers due to a short traverse around a 

10 

rope protected internal shaft. Optional moderate trip with 
a 50ft abseil, plus 25ft and l 5ft ladder climbs plus a 
number of short free-climbs. Bring SRT kit and kneepads. 
Abseil and ladder climbing experience essential. 

Other short caves and mines in vicinity will be 
explored after lunch. Bring packed lunch and drink. For 
further information on Nickergrove Mine, see PDMHS 
Bulletins Vol6, No 5 & Vol5, No 5. Also See "Caves of 
the Peak District", Compiled by D W Gill & JS 
Beck( 199 J) and "Classic Caves of the Peak District" by 
Iain Barker(l 997). 

10. Holme Bank Chert Mine, Bakewell 
Tuesday 1 1 September 2007 
Leaders: Paul Chandler and Tony Wood 
Meet 7.00 pm at Holme Lane, Bakewell 
Grade: Easy. Mostly large walking size passages, 

some stooping sections and a couple of easy scrambly 
bits. Dry through trip. Wear oversuit or boilersuit, an ideal 
novice trip. Worth bringing a camera. Very extensive 
mine, with over two miles of passages. Access permission 
given by Oldfield Design, Bakewell. 

For further information, see Mining History Vol 13, 
No 5. Optional buffet after trip. 

11. Milwr Tunnel. Mold. North Wales 
Saturday 15 OR Sunday 16 September 2007 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Hosts: Grosvenor Caving Club 
All persons attending this meet must have BCA 

Public Liability Insurance Cover - See article on Page 12 
of this Newsletter. Access will not be granted wi thout your 
green BCA membership card. No one under the age of 18 
allowed on the trip. 

This is a strenuous trip with about 6 hours 
underground with 400ft of fixed ladders to be climbed at 
the end of the trip. No complete novices. Details of the 
trips will be decided by Grosvenor Caving Club on the 
day depending upon conditions underground. 

The Milwr Tunnel complex consists of about 60 
miles of passageways and caverns. The Milwr Tunnel 
itself is 10 miles in length. In my opinion is arguably the 
best mine trip in the country. An excellent publication 
entitled 'The Milwr Tunnel' by Cris Ebbs is a 
recommended read but, sadly, it is now out of print. 

The Milwr Tunnel is accessed via the large diameter, 
Olwen Goch shaft, which is 400ft deep and fitted with 
fixed ladders (23 ladders, with platforms every 20ft). The 
highlights are a workshop and a charging bay, a couple of 
diesel locos, tubs galore, plus other rail stock. The Milwr 
Tunnel contains a variable flow of water. The enormous 
limestone workings( over two miles of chambers up to 80ft 
high) , numerous large storage chambers used for the 
storage of munitions and last, but not least, the Powell's 
Lode Cavern and lake, one of the highest natural 
underground caverns and the deepest underground lake in 
Britain. The cavern itself is immense(l 30ft x 220ft), the 
lake to one side over 200ft deep and on one side of the 
lake there is the Tippler that was used for tipping waste 
rock for 6 years without affecting water levels. 

Further details will be supplied to persons booking 
on to this trip. 



r 
The party size is not limited. Because Insurance Data 

has to be sent to the Grosvenor Caving C lub before the 
meet, the last date for the receipt of booking is 
5 September. Contact Paul Chandler. Tel: 01246 220773 

12. Surface Walk - Lath kill Dale/Long Rake 
Wednesday 19 September 2007 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 10.00am at Monyash Village Car Park. NGR 

SK150666 
Circular walk of about 8.5 mile starting from 

Monyash, and following the Limestone Way, cutting 
across Cales Dale, with a lunch stop at Long Rake Mine. 
After lunch, there is a gradual descent down to Lathkill 
Dale then through Lathkill Dale and Bagshaw Dale and 
back to Monyash. A walk full of interest for the mine and 
cave enthusiast, passing through the magnificent scenery 
of Lathkill Dale, a dale of contrasts. One steep ascent out 
of Cales Dale. The Limestone Way between Calling Low 
and Long Rake can be extremely boggy. Bring usual 
walking gear, gaiters (optional). Packed lunch and drink. 
OS map White Peak: Explorer OL24. 

13. Arrocks Black Marble Mine.Ashford in the Water 
Tuesday 25 September 2007 
Leaders: Paul Chandler and Tony Wood. 
Meet: 7.30pm outside the church at Ashford-in-the

Water 
Grade: Easy/Moderate. Wear Oversuit or Boilersuit. 

Low crawl near entrance, otherwise walking size dry 
passages. Mine is quite different to the Rookery Wood 
Black Marble mine in that timber has been used to support 
the roof, some of which you might say, has seen better 
days. This meet is therefore not suitable for complete 
novice explorers. Even though this mine is only about half 
the size of the Rookery Wood mine, it is arguably the 
more interesting. Permission for access from Chatsworth 
Estate. For further information, see "Derbyshire Black 
Marble" by J M Tomlinson, PDMHS Special Publication 
No 4, 1996. Optional buffet after trip. 

14. Surface Walk. Churnet Valley .Staffs 
Sunday 30 September 2007 
Leaders: John Mills and Anthony Botham 
Meet 1 O.OOam at Ipstones Memorial Hall Car Park. 

NGR SKOI9500. 
The route will be to Blackbank Wood, Foxt, Froghall 

Wharf, Caldon Canal, Consall Forge (pub), Noonson 
Common and Ipstones. The distance is about 7 miles and 
will see mine/mill remains, inclines, limekilns, canal and, 
possibly mine levels. Bring packed lunch and drink. 

15. Surface Walk - Peak Forest 
Sunday 7 October 2007 
Leader: Mick Roberts 
Meet at I O.OOam at shop at Peak Forest across from 

the church 30yds down the lane. NGR SKI 13792 
The walk is about 6 miles and takes in Eldon Hole 

and many old mine shafts and relics. 
Lunch will be taken at Hazard Mine so bring a 

packed lunch and drink. At the end of the walk there is a 
pub in the village. 
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For further information see "Lead Mining in the 
Peak District" edited by T D Ford and J H Rieuwerts 
(2000 Edition) 

16. Pretoria Chert Mine, Bakewell. or Torhills Cave 
(Primrose Mine), MATLOCK BATH. 

NOTE: TWO TRIPS ON THE SAME DATE 
Tuesday 9 October 2007 

Pretoria Chert Mine, Bakewell 
Leader: Tony Wood 
This is an easy grade dry trip that is suitable for 

novices. Wear Oversuit or Boilersuit. Access into mine is 
via a l 5ft deep shaft, using a fixed steel ladder. Mostly 
large walking size passages, which are steeply inclined in 
places. There are some superb packwalls and artefacts. 
Worth bringing a camera. Party size is limited. 

For further information on this mine, see Mining 
History(PDMHS) Vol 13, No 5. 

To book your place, meeting time/place; Contact 
Tony Wood- Tel: 01629-650 l 62(Home) or Mobile 07971 -
318825 

Torhil ls Cave (Primrose Mine), Matlock Bath. 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet: 7.00pm·at Matlock Bath Railway Station car 

park. 
Grade: Moderate. Dry trip. Wear Oversuit or 

Boilersuit. Short climb from Lower leve l to Upper level. 
Walking, stooping & crawling size passages. Partly 
natural. Trip not suitable for novices. Note: This 
cave/mine is located part way up a wooded hillside and is 
d ifficul t to access. Bring gloves. Time permitting, a partial 
exploration of Long Tor Top Mine, also at Matlock Bath, 
will take place. For further information on Torhills Cave 
and Long Tor Top Mine, see Mining History Vol 6, No 3. 

I 7. Peak Cavern, Castleton 
Sunday 14 October 2007 
Leader: Peter Hague 
This is the second visit this year to Peak Cavern for 

Society members, although a different part of the cave 
will be visited, namely Moss Chamber. Remainder of visit 
will be at the discretion of the Leader 

The trip grade is Difficult. Experienced mine/cave 
explorers only. Slim to medium build persons only. Don't 
forget chocy bar or marmite sandwiches? No persons 
under 18. Electric lighting only. £4 charge per pe rson. 
Party size limited. 

To book your place(s) and for further details, contact 
Peter Hague. Tel: 01629-56938. 

Reference: "Caves of the Peak District", Compiled 
by David W. Gill & John S. Beck( 1991 edition). Also on 
Video/DVD; Peak Cavern - Ralph Johnson(2003)(Video) 
and "Fight for Life", The Nei l Moss Story - David 
Webb(2006)(DVD). Both well worth purchasing . 

UNDERGROUND MEETS EQUIPMENT HIRE 
A limited number of lamps, helmets, oversuits, etc 

are available for hire from Paul Chandler. See or phone for 
details. 



PEAKS HOLE SOUGH, CASTLETON, CLEAN UP 
Over two midweek days in February 2007, a large 

amount of plastic and rubber pipe, plastic containers, 
wood, etc has been cleared out of Peakshole Sough. What 
a difference, it is now back to virtually as it would have 
looked when it was being worked in the 18th Century and 
ready for possibly being used as a trip venue during the 
2009 NAMHO Conference. 

My thanks to those Society members who assisted 
with this clean up project, with 'Special thanks' to Mark 
and Scott for providing transportation for above items. 
Paul Chandler 

FOR SALE(Free)-PLASTIC PIPE (Ex Peakshole 
Sough) 

Can any Society members make use of varying 
lengths of plastic pipe, 4ins (!Ocm) diameter. You are 
welcome to take from one length, to as many lengths of 
pipe as you require. There is approx 1000 feet of pipe 
available for disposal. The pipe needs to be moved from 
its present storage facility ASAP. Or could any Society 
member suggest where the pipe could be stored for future 
use? Only as a last resort will the pipe be destroyed. 
Please contact Paul Chandler. Tel: 01246-220773 

BRITISH CAVING ASSOCIATION <BCA) 
INSURANCE 

As a sign of the times, Public Liability Insurance 
Cover is now essential at a growing number of mines and 
caves throughout the UK. For Society members wishing to 
take out BCA Insurance, you can either join as an 
Individual Member or through a mining or caving 
club/group. To join through PDMHS contact the Society 
Secretary, Nigel Nix. Tel: 01298 -.214110 or Email: 
nigelnixCd>.hotmail.co.uk 

For further information and/or to join as an 
Individual, see the website www.british-caving.org.uk or 
Tel: 01298-873810. 

Points to note: 
I. You only take out insurance once, either as an 

Individual or through a Club/Group. You are then covered, 
no matter how many clubs/groups you are a member of. 

2. Please allow at least a month for your application 
to be processed. 

3. A distinct advantage with the BCA Insurance is 
that you are covered for all trips. The downside with the 
Society insurance is that you are only covered on Official 
Society Projects and Meets advertised in the Newsletter. 
Paul Chandler . 

SRT TRAINING - INTERESTED? 
Due to interest shown from Society members, I am 

organising a second Training Meet in Single Rope 
Techniques. Nigel Atkins( CIC) will hopefully, once again, 
undertake this second training session for the Society. 

If you have a SRT rig, bring it along. Spare rigs will 
also be available for those members not possessing this 
equipment. 

The meet is a "back to basics" session aimed at total 
SRT beginners. However, it could be useful for Society 
members who, like myself, use SRT on an occasional 
basis only and are in need of a "refresher". 
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The number of people attending will be limited and a 
small charge may be payable. The training meet will be 
held on a Sunday, later in 2007. 

To book a place and obtain details of the date and 
location, please contact Paul Chandler.Tel: 01246-220773 

OTHER TRAINING MEETS 
Society members interested in other Training Meets, 

such as; SRT Rescue, SRT Pitch Rigging, Ladder & Line, 
First Aid, etc, are welcome to contact Paul Chandler who, 
subject to interest shown, would be pleased to make 
necessary arrangements. 
Paul Chandler, PDMHS Training Co-ordinator 

PHOTOGRAPH RESTORATION -INTERESTED? 
Do you have any old or damaged photographs you 

would like restoring? If so, then help is at hand. For 
further details, contact Paul Chandler who will put you in 
touch with a friend of his who has recently started 
restoring old photographs for a Genealogy group. 

TRAINING VIDEOS 
Two recently produced DVD's on Vertical Techniques 
have recently been purchased. These are "SRT Getting 
Started" produced by Ralph Johnson and "Speleo 
Vertical" produced by Andy Sparrow. 
It is intended to show both of these DVD's to Society 
members at the Peak District Mining Museum later this 
year as part of the Winter Evening Meets programme. 
In the meantime these videos are available for loan to 
members. 
To borrow, or purchase, these videos, contact Paul 
Chandler. Tel: 01246 220773. 

COPY FOR THE OCTOBER EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 25 August 2007. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE 12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

E mail :newsletter@pdmhs.com 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
LTD 

Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Muse 
The Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, 

Derbyshire, DE4 3NR 
Tel:- (01629) 583834 

SOCIETY WEB SITES 
Society: www.pdmhs.com 

Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk 
The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and 
may be reproduced without permission provided due 
acknowledgement is made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society. Copy submitted for publication is not checked 
by the Editor for accuracy. 


