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TO ALL MEMBERS 
Notice is hereby given that the Thirty Third Annual 

General Meeting of the Peak District Mines Historical 
Society Ltd will be held at 6.00pm on Saturday 24 
November 2007 at the Peak District Mining Museum, The 
Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire. 

The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the 
meeting. 
By Order 
NG Nix 
Hon Secretary 

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 
As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 

Association of the Company, the following Directors will 
retire at the AGM: 

The Hon Secretary 
The Hon Editor 
Three ordinary members 
The Committee that was elected at the Thirty Second 

AGM, which was held on Saturday 25 November 2006, is 
as follows: 

Chairman 
Deputy Chairman 
Hon Secretary 
Hon Treasurer 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
Ordinary Members 

Mrs M Luff 
MrA Wood 
MrN Nix* 
Mrs E Dixon 
Mr R Paulson 
Dr L Willies* 

MrPHarvey~ 

Mrs N Adlam-StileS>'lf 
Mr K Gregory .lit' 
MrDWebb 
MrM Long 
Mr P Coates 
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Those whose names are marked * are retiring as 
required by the Articles of Association and are 
eligible for re-election. Those whose names are marked + 
are retiring and are not eligible for re-election. The post of 
Recorder is also vacant due to the recent passing of Mr R 
Paulson. 

Fully paid up Members of the Society, who are aged 
18 years and over, are invited to nominate members of the 
Society (who are themselves fully paid up members and 
who have consented to nomination) for the vacant posts on 
the Committee. 

Nominations are required for the positions of: 
Hon Secretary· · 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
Three Ordinary Members 

A nomination form is enclosed with this Newsletter 
for you to use. Any nomination will be accepted provided 
that it is in the format prescribed. All nominations must be 
received by Mr N Nix (Hon Secretary) by I 0 November 
2007. Proofofpostage cannot be accepted as proofof 
delivery. 

All nominations should be accompanied by a brief 
written resume that will be included in the Agenda of the 
AGM if a ballot is required to elect Directors. 

To save on postage costs, nominations for the 
Committee may be sent with Annual Dinner bookings to Mr 
K Gregory, 3 Cobden Road, MATLOCK, Derbyshire, DE4 
3JR. 
Nigel Nix 
Hon Secretary 
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. AND ANNUAL DINNER 

The AGM and Annual Dinner will be held at 
Matlock Bath on 24 November 2007. 

The AGM will be held at 6.00pm at the Peak District 
Mining Museum. It will be proceeded by a presentation by 
Paul Deakin. 

The Forty Eighth Annual Soc iety Dinner will be held 
at the Temple Hotel, Temple Road, Matlock Bath. Please 
assemble in the lounge at 7.00pm for dinner at 7.30pm. 

There will not be an after-dinner speaker this year. 
This will enable you to chat with your friends 

The menu will be similar to last year and the cost 
will be £20.00 per head. 

Please use the booking form enclosed and send your 
remittance to Keith Gregory, 3 Cobden Road, 
MATLOCK, Derbyshire, DE4 3JR. 

Please book early and allow 14 days for the receipt 
of your tickets (SAE please). Tickets may also be 
collected from Keith Gregory at the AGM. 

THE EDITOR ELECT - Dr RICHARD SHAW 

Dr Richard Shaw has agreed to edit Mining History 
when Dr Lynn Willies ret ires from the post after the 
publication of Part 6 of the current volume. Below is a 
"pen picture" of Richard: -

"My interest in holes in the ground goes back over 
35 years and started in the exploration of various mines 
and other underground features in south east England that 
I could reach by public transport. This included a 
thorough exploration of the then accessible fire and 
hearthstone mines in NE Surrey as well as sand and chalk 
mines in Surrey and Kent. Having gained my exploration 
skills on these mines I soon graduated to 'proper' caving, 
in the Mendips. I also had opportunities to explore old 
mines in Cornwall, Wales and the Lake District as well as 
several visits to working Kent and South Wales coal mines 
before going to University. 

My interest in mines led me to read a Mining 
Geology degree at Leicester University where I also 
actively continued caving. I caved in Yorkshire, South 
Wales, Mendip, as well as the Peak District and e lsewhere, 
together with some old mine exploration, particularly in 
Mid Wales and the Peak District. I also did two stints as 
President of Leicester University Caving C lub. 

Having worked for a year following graduation I 
gained a university scholarship to undertake a PhD at 
Leicester under the supervision Trevor Ford. The research 
was on karstic sediments and residual ore deposits in the 
Peak District and this gave me the excuse for many happy 
hours underground. During this time I was able to combine 
my mining history and caving interests by exploration in 
Speedwell Cavern that included climbing the Pilkington's 
series from the Assault Course. 

I have long had an interest in underground 
surveying, my first published survey being of a Surrey 
mine in 1974, having also surveyed caves and old mines 
in the Peak District, Mid Wales, Arran, Surrey, Northern 
Pennines, Devon, and Ireland over the years. Among 
others, I have published papers on Putwell Hill, Bwlch 
Glas, Caeogynon/Rheidol United, Long Rake and Arbor 
Low mines as well as accounts on the exploration of 
Pilkington's Cavern. 

My interest in the physical remains of mining soon 
led to a life long interest in non-coal mining history of the 
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UK and Ireland and I have an extensive collection of 
books on the subject. I have been a member of PDMHS 
for over 30 years and NMRS for most as long as well as 
being a member of a number of other mining history and 
caving c I ubs. 

Professionally, I spent seven years in Malawi on a 
uranium exploration project from the initia l exploration 
drilling phase through to the completion of full mining 
feasibility and environmental impact studies. 1 have since 
worked for the British Geological Survey for over 15 
years, mainly involved in and managing projects relating 
to radioactive waste disposal." 
Richard Shaw 

NEW MEMBERS 

The following were elected to membership o f the 
Society at a recent Council Meeting:

K Starkey & Family, MATLOCK 
A Elsegood, MATLOCK 
C Finch, WANTAGE 
P Burgess & Family, CRAWLEY 

THE MAWSTONE MINE DISASTER OF 1932 

I attended a memorial service for the eight victims of 
the Mawstone Mine Disaster that was held at All Saints 
Parish Church, Youlgreave, on Trinity Sunday, 3 June 
2007, this commemorating the 75th Anniversary of the 
event that occurred on 23 May 1932. 

The service was well attended and I fe lt compelled to 
attend as I have had a long interest in this event. I a lso 
represented the society ex officio. 

The service included appropriate hymns and an 
address from the v icar. Of particular interest was a reading 
from the Holy Bible, Job Chapter 28 and the first three 
verses attracted my attention: 

I. Surely there is a ve in for the silver, and a place for 
gold where they find it. 

2. Iron is taken out of the earth, and brass is mol ten 
out of the stone. 

3. He setteth an end to darkness, and searcheth out 
all 

perfection: the stones of darkness, and the shadow 
of death." 

It was read by the grand-daughter of one of the 
victims, Mine Captain Poultney Porter. Her uncle, James 
Porter, was a lso a victim. 

In my ignorance I was not aware of any reference in 
the Bible to mining and in conversation with the reader I 
learned that she had come across it when visiting Durham 
Cathedral recently. She found a memorial carved from 
coal in memory of the miners who had died in the Durham 
coalfleld. Her two relatives were buried in their family 
plot at Greystoke Cemetery near Penrith, C umbria. They 
had previously worked in the Threlkeld mines. The rest 
are buried in the graveyard at Youlgreave. 

The Bugle, the village's community magazine has 
published an excellent booklet to coincide with this 
anniversary. It is entitled "The Mawstone Mine Disaster" 
by Andrew McCloy and Norman Wilson and it can be 
downloaded from www.thebugle.org.uk using Adobe 
Acrobat Reader. 

Further reading can be found in the PDMHS Bulletin 
Volume 8, Number 3, 1982, pgs 171- 173 by Peter Naylor 
which was written to coinc ide with the 50th Anniversary 
of the event. 
Peter J Naylor - Cromford 



[ 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1. The Surveyors Chain 

In the July 2007 Newsletter, Phil Wainwright raises 
the way the bannaster (and/or jurymen) laid out the 
measurement of meers along veins. I am unsure how this 
was done, but note the carrying of a staff of about two 
yards length in the figure on the cartouche on the 1760s 
Nuttall plans of Hillcarr Sough and adjacent areas. I can 
say that, from transcribing written descriptions of 
measurings from Bannasters Books that the lengths of vein 
measured were generally very accurate and fit well the 
features on the later 25 inches to the mile OS maps. 
(Incidentally a centimetre on this scale is very close to the 
meer - so a modem ruler can be used as an 
approximation!). 

I can, however, say that different length chains were 
used: the large number of plans of the Gwennap mines in 
Cornwall (early to late 19'h century) use several different 
units on the linear scales, including chains of 22 yards and 
of 80 feet. 

According to J. Whitelaw's (1906) book on surveying 
in English speaking countries, two lengths of chain were 
common. These were the common Gunters 66 feet chain 
and the l 00 foot chain that was mainly used for water 
supply, sewerage and municipal works. The 100 feet chain, 
he said, was universally used in British India and the 
Colonies and in the USA. In continental countries the 
chain of20 m was used (and was very close too the Gunter 
measurement as it was equal to 65.6 feet). 

Though chains would have been admirable at surface 
or in long levels, their use in confined and twisting 
passages would be very difficult: so quite how did the 
practical miner manage this? In disputes, such as those at 
Magpie in the 1820s and 30s, the workings underground 
were laid out on the surface between pegs so that jurors 
and others could appreciate the layout, but no one seems to 
mention how the measures were done. Laying-out the 
ground this way was perhaps just as well - on Wheatcroft's 
otherwise useful plan of Magpie about 1825, when 
magnetic north was about 23° out, he showed the 
correction on the wrong side of north, which, if believed, 
placed the disputed vein ranging well to the north in 
Fainneer Piece. 

To continue usefully mixing measurement systems, in 
my present day job, I find that perches, used to levy royalty 
for areas of stone worked, of 5Y2 yards square, is almost 
exactly the same as 5 m square, thus enabling modem 
metricated maps to be easily adapted to historic 
measurements. 

Whitelaw, J. 1906 Surveying as practised by civil 
engineers and surveyors. Crosby Lockwood and Son. 

Lynn Willies 

2. Goodluck Mine 

I am heading a committee for taking over this mine. I 
have had an interest in the mine for over 30 years. 
Originally I owned it in a partnership with someone else. 
Having stood derelict for a few years the mine has a 
backlog of maintenance work along with the cost of 
insurance and the like. We have just started to receive 
visitors again. 
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This mine is unique and has many features not found 
elsewhere in a county famous for its lead mining past. It is 
in a beautiful location and is accessible for students, 
historians and any members of the public with a genuine 
interest in visiting such a mine 

I am writing to all my friends and acquaintances 
asking for a donation for our venture. At the moment we 
cannot fund it by ourselves. Please send any donation by 
cheque payable to the "Goodluck Mine Preservation Club." 
to:-

Peter Naylor, 24 Castle View Drive, Cromford, 
MATLOCK, DE43RL, 

Tel: 01629 822037 
Email: peter.naylor9@btintemet.com 

FORTHCOMING MEETS 

Rookery Black Marble Mine, Ashford in the Water 

Tuesday 23 October 2007 
Leaders: Paul Chandler and Tony Wood 
Evening trip Easy grade dry trip. Mostly along large 

walking size passages. Ideal for novices. Party size limited 
to 15. 

Reference: "Derbyshire Black Marble" by J M 
Tomlinson (PDMHS Special Publication No 4,1996). 

To book your place, meeting time/place, contact Paul 
Chandler. Tel: 01246 220773. Note: Preference will be 
given to Society members who have not visited this mine 
before. 

Great Masson Cavern, Matlock Bath 

Tuesday 30 October 2007 
Leaders: Paul Chandler and Tony Wood 
The complex and extensive Masson System is part 

natural/mined, having been mined mainly for lead. There 
are large and impressive natural caverns. It is interesting 
from both the geological and mineralisation perspective. It 
is full of interest, from very early "woodpecker" pick 
working to hand picked coffin levels and relatively modem 
mining artefacts. Most of the passages are of walking size 
and are generally dry. 

There will be two trips on offer-
Leisurely - Easy grade. Ideal for novices. Wear 

boilersuit, oversuit or old clothes. Party size limited and 
preference will be given to Society members who have not 
visited the Masson system before. Leader: Tony Wood 

Sporting - Moderate grade. Not suitable for novices. 
Wear oversuit or boilersuit, knee pads advisable. Similar 
trip to above, except for longish low crawl at the start and 
including a 15ft climb down a picked shaft. Party size 
limited. Leader: Paul Chandler. 

To book your place, meeting time/place and further 
details, contact Paul Chandler. Tel: 01246 220773 For 
further information on the Masson system, see "Lead 
Mining in the Peak District" edited by TD Ford & J H 
Rieuwerts (2000 edition), plus various PDMHS Bulletins 
& Mining History. 

Thanks to "Heights of Abraham" for allowing access 
to the Masson system, via the Show Cave. 

Owlet Hole Mine, Matlock Bath 

Tuesday 6 November 2007 
Leader: Tony Wood 



Evening trip. This is a moderate grade, dry mine. 
Wear oversuit or boilersuit. Lighting must be "hands free''. 
There is a 30ft fixed ladder climb into the mine, plus a 
l 5ft internal fixed ladder. Mine workings contain an ore
chute and a "fireset" level. 

The mine is owned by PDMHS and the party size is 
limited. To book your place(s), meeting time/place, further 
details, contact Tony Wood. Tel: 01629 650162 or Mobile: 
07971 318825. 

Single rope techniques CSRT) on film 

Wednesday 7 November 2007 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Venue: Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath 
Time: 7. l 5pm for 7.30pm to 9.30pm. 
The first film is "SRT Getting Started". This is ideal 

viewing for Society members who are SRT novices or 
who are SRT proficient, but in need of a refresher. It is 
also suitable for Society members who are just intrigued. 

An actual SRT Personal rig and SRT Rope used will 
be available for viewing over the course of the evening. 

The second visits the "Hillocks - Whalf - Knotlow 
Mine Complex" at Monyash in Derbyshire and shows 
SRT in practice. This film will be of special interest for 
those Society members who attended Tony Wood's 
'Mining Heritage Walk' in 2007 in the above area. 

High Tor Grotto and Side Mine. Matlock Bath 

Sunday 11 November 2007 
Leaders: Paul Chandler and Tony Wood 
Meet 10.00am at Matlock Bath Railway Station car 

park. 
This is the second visit this year to these two 

interesting venues. Both are easy grade with 
walking/stooping size passages and are ideal novice trips. 
Well worth bring ing a camera. 

High Tor Grotto is dry, except for the flooded level 
at the end. Superb calcite crystals are to be seen. 

Side Mine is dry apart from a shallow mucky paddle 
along entrance level. Superb stone stemples will be seen. 
Two optional explorations for more experienced members 
will be undertaken in Side Mine. Beware, the first part of 
the Side Mine level is coated in red paint pigment which 
stains clothes. Wear old clothes, old oversuit or boilersuit 

Both of these mines were open as Show Caverns. 
High Tor Grotto was open betweenl825 and 1914 and 
Side Mine between 1825 and 1845. For further 
information, see Mining History (PDMHS) Vol 14, No 6. 

Thanks to Rockwood Pigments, High Tor Works for 
allowing access. 

Devonshire Cavern. Matlock Bath 

Tuesday 20 November 2007 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet at 7.00pm at the Peak District Mining 

Museum, Matlock Bath 
Easy grade dry trip during which a variety of 

passages will be explored which will include walking, 
stooping and crawling. It is an ideal novice trip which is 
aimed specifically at novice members of the Society 
although, of course, all members of the Society are 
welcome. Wear old clothes, boilersuit or oversuit. A 
helmet is essential and footwear should be wellies or 
boots. Trainers are not suitable. "Hands free" lighting is 
best, although torch would suffice. 
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lfyou require a helmet, caplamp or oversuit, these 
are available to hire, but must be booked in advance of 
trip. 

"Coast to Coast" (St Bees to Robin Hood Bay) Long 
Distance Footpath 

Wednesday 21 November 2007 
Presenter: Paul Chandler 
Venue: Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath 
Time: 7. 15pm for 7.30pm 
This is a slide presentation covering this very 

popular long distance footpath, which passes through the 
magnificent scenery of the Lake Distric t, Yorkshire Dales 
and North York Moors National Parks. Paul Chandler and 
a group of friends undertook the walk in 1999. This walk 
was not devoid of mining interest, the highlight being the 
lead mining remains in the Yorkshire Dales. The 
presentation will be split into two halves, with 
refreshments available at the interval. 

Old Tor Mine and Peakshole Sough 

Sunday 25 November 2007 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Old Tor Mine - Easy/moderate dry trip, apart from a 

shallow pool to cross. Mainly walking and stooping 
passages, with short crawl and a 1 Oft pitch. This is a rare 
opportunity to explore a unique Blue John Mine. The 
mine is located high in the Winnats Pass and access is via 
a narrow, rather exposed, steep path. The party size is 
limited. Permission for access given by the National Trust. 

For further information, see publication entitled 
"Derbyshire Blue John" by TD Ford (2000). 

Peakshole Sough - Easy/moderate trip with 
walking/stooping size passages and a short crawly 
mineral ised working which is accessed via an equally 
short ladder climb. There is water in the first part of sough 
which is just over wellie depth. The rest of sough/mine is 
dry. 

There will be an optional visit to the upper mine 
workings which involves three fixed ladder climbs, a short 
climb and a short crawly bit. Bring knee pads, as upper 
mine workings are mostly of crawling size and one section 
is small and narrow. Party size limited. For further 
information, see PDMHS Bulletin Vol9, No3. 

Society members are welcome to attend Old Tor 
Mine only which will be visited first. lf attending both 
meets, bring packed lunch and drink, although food is 
available in Castleton. Well worth bringing a camera, 
especially for Old Tor Mine. To book your place and for 
further details, contact Paul Chandler. Tel: 01246 220773 . 

A Mining Miscellany on Film 

Wednesday 5 December 2007 
Presenter: Paul Chandler 
Venue: Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock 

Bath. Time: 7. l 5pm for 7 .30pm 
The first film to be shown is of the magnificent Speedwell 
Cavern at Castleton. Following the refreshments interval, 
there will be a short film of the Williamson's Tunnels at 
Liverpool. Finally, a film of the fascinating Drakelow 
underground complex in the West 



Midlands illustrating it's history from a wartime shadow 
factory to a government nuclear bunker. 

Mining Heritage Walk - Wirksworth Area 
Sunday 9 December 2007 
Leader: Tony Wood 
For further details, contact Tony Wood. Tel: 01629 

650162 or Mobile: 07971 318825. 

Mining Heritage Walk - Bonsall Moor/Dig Leys 
Thursday 27 December 2007 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet at 10.30am at the Barley Mow pub, Bonsall 
For further details, contact Tony Wood. Tel: 01629 

650162 or Mobile: 07971 318825. 

Mining Heritage Walk - Via Gellia Area 
Sunday 6 January 2008 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet at 10.30am at the Barley Mow pub, Bonsall 
For further details, contact Tony Wood. Tel: 01629 

650162 or Mobile: 07971 318825. 

Mining Heritage Walk - Stone Edge Cupola and Ashover 
Sunday 20 January 2008 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Further details in January 2008 Society Newsletter. 

FUTURE MEETS IN 2008 

Lake District Mines Weekend 
Mendip Mines and Caves Weekend 
Holymoor Clay Mining, Chesterfield (Surface walk) 

WELBECK ABBEY MEET 

Unfortunately, a proposed visit to the Welbeck 
Abbey Tunnels is not possible due to them being unsafe. 

NAM HO 2009 CONFERENCE 

As previously announced, the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society is hosting this Special Conference 
which commemorates the 50th Anniversary of PDMHS 
and the 30th Anniversary ofNAMHO. Tony Wood and 
myself are organising the Meets Programme for the 
conference and we require more Meets Leaders for both 
surface and underground meets. Offers of help are 
welcome from both experienced Society members and 
members with less experience, as full training will be 
provided. 

If you can help, please contact Tony or myself. 
Paul Chandler, PDMHS Meets & Training Co

ordinator 

A RARE SURVIVAL OF AN EARLY TEACHING 
MINERAL DISPLAY /COLLECTION 

Whilst cataloguing the extensive collection of 
minerals within the Buxton Museum and Art Gallery the 
authors noticed within the mock-up of a Victorian 
petrifaction shop was a box constructed out of pine with 8 
divisions horizontally and 7 divisions vertically. The 
overall size is 16.5 x 12.5 inches (42 x 32 cm). The box 
contains 56 rock and mineral specimens with an 
assortment of polished marbles. This in itself was not so 
remarkable but associated with the collection was a hand
written booklet indicating that the collection was 
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assembled by John Mawe, who was an early dealer in 
minerals, etc, in Matlock Bath, Derbyshire. The paste
down advertisement on the first page indicates that the 
collection was made at The Original Royal Museum, 
Matlock Bath. 

Paste-Down Advertisement 

The title within the book states that this is "a 
collection of specimens illustrative of the mineralogy and 
geology ofDerbyshire". For the benefit of the reader we 
present the full list of specimens as follows: 
First Series - Parent bed 

Carboniferous, or Mountain Limestone 
Second limestone polished 
Fossil shell from ditto 

- Alternating beds 
Trap or Toadstone 
Variety of ditto 
Green ditto with calc spar Iron Pyrites 
Shale from the limestone-" Limestone Shale" 

- Subordinate beds - Polished Marbles 
Black marble 
Rose Wood ditto 
Entrochie ditto 
Entrochie-fossil shale 
Corolloid marble 
Birds eye ditto (with minute shells included) 
Brecciated ditto 
Moss Jasper ditto 
Red ditto-?? 

- Mineral content.s occurring in 
Veins faults etc 

Sulphurets of Lead 
Foliated Lead Ore 
Veined ditto with Limestone 
Steel grained ditto with "Cawk" or sulphate of 

barytes 
Massive white carbonate of lead 
Green and yellow phosphate of lead 
Black blend or sulphuret of zinc on quartz 
Calamine-carbonate of zinc with cubic fluorspar 



Green or cupreous calamine with calc spar 
Fluates of Lime 
Fluor spar = (Blue John) 
ditto with iron pyrites imbedded 
Greyish ditto with "Cawk" 
White or transparent ditto crystallised in cubes on 

limestone 
ditto with inner cubes coated by iron pyrites 
Yellow or ferruginous fluor spar 
Carbonate of Lime 
Stalactites 

- Common veined stalactite 
Ribbon ditto (baconstone) 
Fine white ditto same as oriental Alabaster on 

limestone 
Variety of ditto = (aragonite) 
Dog Tooth spar crystallised 
Rhombic ditto 
ditto with copper pyrites imbedded "Ecton Spar" 
Sulphates of Barytes 
Ramose ditto 
Foliated ditto 
White massive ditto - "Cawk"- called Dutch Lead 

with fluor spar 
Calciferous sulphate ofbarytes 
Radiated ditto 
Pink Barytes 
Massive iron pyrites with lead ore 
Crystallised ditto 

- Silicious bodies 
Quartz 
Quartz crystallised in Limestone 

Second Series 
- Sandstone-Millstone Grit 

Shale alternating with ditto 
Elastic bitumen 
lndurated ditto 
Muscle iron stone Clay iron stone with muscle 

shales included 
Coal with pyrites 
The coal measures not in this formation 

Third Series 
- Sal iferous formation 

New Red Sandstone 
Variegated gypsum or common Aleb .. 
White ditto 
Fibrous gypsum from the red marl belonging to the 

same formation or series. 
- Recent Formations 

Calcareous Tufa 
ditto Snail Shell found in ditto 

John and Sarah Mawe opened their original shop 'a 
small shop on the Green, by Walker's Hotel' in Matlock 
Bath in 1810 but two years later bought part of the Great 
Hotel on what was to become the Museum Parade and 
turned it into Brown and Mawe's Museum or Derbyshire 
Ornamental Repository (Cooper 2006). It was frequented 
by Royalty and soon became known as the Royal Museum 
and as competition built up within the town became 
known as the 'Original Royal Museum'. So, the earliest 
date for the collection would have been I 8 I 4. After John 
Mawe's death the museum was sold in 1836. We have a 
window for the origins of the collection of between I 8 I 4 
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and 1836. Adverts of this time suggest that the mineral 
collections were sold from this establishment for between 
2 and 20 guineas (£2.10 and £21.00). The premises of 
John Mawe's "Original Royal Museum" survive to this 
day at Matlock Bath and are easily recognised from the 
paste-down advertisement engraving. 

The collection is a snapshot of the interest in 
geology and mineralogy, especially so of Derbyshire. 
Specimens 17 to 24 indicate the varieties of lead ores that 
were being extracted locally and specimen 39 is worthy of 
special mention being described as 'Ecton Spar'-rhombic 
spar with copper pyrites, which shows that specimens 
from the Ecton Copper Mines were sufficiently plentiful 
and recognisable to have their own local name. Although 
the locations of the specimens are not g iven in detail, all 
the ornamental stones, such as Black Marble, Dukes Red 
Marble, Oakstone Baryte and Bird's Eye Marble are still 
traceable to Ashford, Nettler Dale, Arbor Low and 
Monyash. Most of the mineral specimens can only be 
generally located as Derbyshire, with just a few 
exceptions, such as the pyromorphite which is probably 
from Brassington. 

One object in the display box is not a mineral 
specimen but is a mummified frog- we are not aware why 
this was included and it was first thought that it may have 
been put in the "petrifying well" at Matlock Bath, where 
the Victorians were fond of depositing objects such as 
walking sticks, top hats, etc to be turned into stone but the 
frog is in fact not a petrifaction (we have tried but failed to 
resist the temptation to attribute it to the Toadstone). 

This rare and interesting survival of a complete John 
Mawe collection is on permanent display in the "Wonders 
of the Peak" section at Buxton Museum and Art Gallery 
and viewing of the exhibit is highly recommended. 

Cooper, M.P.,2006. Robbing the Sparry Garniture-A 200 
Year History of British Mineral Dealers. 

Dave Weston and John Cooke 

POSSIBLE LEAD ASSAY POTS 
Some 25 years ago I was given several of the pots 

illustrated. They are rough, rather gritty earthenware of 
variable size but generally about the size of a coffee mug. 
They had been found in a barrel at the back of a store
room at Brough, near Bradwell. Such pots were alleged to 
have been used in assaying lead ore but these had 
obviously never been used. I still have the two illustrated 
but others were donated to the Peak District Mining 
Museum at Matlock. 

A further find of pots has recently turned up in an 
outhouse in Castleton, again alleged to have been intended 
for use in assaying lead ore. Discussion with Lynn Willies 
has suggested that they were used instead for assaying the 
silver content of lead metal at some stage in the smelting 
process. The buildings used in recent years as 
Stephenson's steel works at Brough were previously a 
smelter specialising in extracting silver from lead ore: the 
company closed down about 1930. 
Can any metallurgically-minded reader tell us whether the 
alleged use in assaying lead for its silver content is 
correct? If not, what were the pots used for? How did the 
assaying procedure work? Who made the pots and where? 



Was there any comparable procedure at other smelters in 
Derbyshire, and have similar pots been found there? 
Trevor D Ford 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES-OBSERVATIONS AND 
DISCOVERIES - PART 23 

l. Lead Mining Remains, Boothlee Flat, Brushfield, 
Derbyshire. centred SK 164 727 

ln Mining History 15.3 an account was published of 
the Maury and Burfoot Mines on the southern side of the 
Wye Valley north of Priestcliffe and Brush field (Barnatt 
and Heathcote 2003, pp. 45-50). At the eastern end of 
these lead workings lies the Boothlee Pipe and the 
associated surface hillocks ofBoothlee Flat running south
eastwards. When the original article was being prepared, 
Booth lee Flat was the only part of the surface mine 
remains not inspected on the ground, as there was no 
public access. Instead, it was assessed from aerial 
photographs and infonnation from Jim Rieuwerts who had 
visited the site previously. It now lies within Open Access 
land and a recent site visit has identified details not 
previously reported. 

Running SSE away from the present entrance to 
Boothlee Pipe and the adjacent Burfoot Old Vein 
workings, at first there are only two small areas of hollows 
and hillocks where mineralisation has been trialed before 
a broad area of continuous hillocks is reached wh~re 
mining has clearly been intense. This is thought to be the 
focal point for the 'Ouldfeild Over Flatt Grove' recorded in 
1670-71. At the centre the hillocks are high, whereas to 
the sides there are shallow pits with upcast where the 
potential for extensions to the flatwork mineralisation has 
been investigated. At the western side of the main 
hillocks there are hollows at the sites of at least three 
shafts with prominent hillocks that overlie earlier features 
and which presumably went to some depth. The mines 
here were accessed by a trackway terraced into the steep 
slope that descended south-westwards from the dale top. 
At the eastern edge of the hillocks there is a small buddle 
dam. 

From this wide area of hillocks, workings continue 
for some distance south-eastwards on a different 
alignment, on what appears to be a vein or pipe rather than 
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a flatting. Parts of these are tree and 
scrub covered and details could not 
be seen from the air. After only a 
short distance there are hillocks 
within a sub-rectangular belland yard 
now defined by a ruined wall. 
Beyond, on the upslope side of the 
main run of continuous workings, 
there are two larger hillocks at run-in 
shafts that were presumably 
relatively deep. The south
easternmost of these, which has a 
collapsed-shaft hollow surrounded by 
a dilapidated wall, once had a gin 
engine. Here there is a prominent 
flat-topped oval platfo1m terraced 
into the slope, with traces of slight 
banks at the outer edge of the 
horsewalk in two places. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris 
Heathcote, Jim Rieuwerts and Phil 
Shaw. 

2. Powder House, Prospect Mine. Harthill, 
Derbyshire, SK 223 642 

The intact powder house here has long been 
recognised as an important lead mining feature 
(Unpublished conservation lists for PDMHS by Jim 
Rieuwerts; Barnatt and Penny 2004 - Lead Legacy 
Inventory Site B22). While the stone flagged roof was 
largely intact, this small building with an internal brick 
barrel-vault had long been somewhat dilapidated. 
However, a restoration project has recently been 
completed by Mark Swindell, the farmer, with the aid of a 
grant provided by the Peak District National Park 
Authority. A fine job has been made and Mark is to be 
congratulated. The building is fully weatherproof and 
safeguarded for future generations. 
John Barnatt 

3. Lead Mining Remains, Marks Dale, Griffe 
Grange. Derbyshire, centred SK 251 561 

This wooded side valley running off the Via Gellia 
was inspected last winter to identify further workings, 
following on from Roger Flindall's interesting note in the 
Society Newsletter last October (Issue 120, p. 5). A large 
number of mining-related features were found, many of 
which would be invisible in summer due to undergrowth. 
Our winter inspection shows the remains in the dale are of 
regional importance and slipped through the net when the 
initial version of the Lead Legacy Inventory was prepared. 
If visiting the site take care, there are open shafts and 
stopeheads on the dalesides. 

The mines here were in the private liberty of Griff 
Grange and relatively little is known of their specific 
histories. However, all the main veins found in 2007 can 
be identified on a 1725 mining map, although only two are 
named (Ron Slack in Mining History 14.2, 1999, pp. 9-
14). It is also known that Griffo Sough was started in 
1735, driven westwards under Mark Daie to mines further 
west, with the water running into a 'swallow' rather than to 
surface (Slack 1999; Jim Rieuwertspers. comm.); it is not 
clear whether this cave had any connection with a choked 
resurgence next to the lay-by next to the bottom end of the 
dale in the Via Gellia (dug without success by Nick 
Butcher several decades ago - Terry Worthington pers. 
comm.) . 
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Coming up from the east, the first features 
encountered in the dale are the two levels recorded by 
Flindall, both at the back of obvious flat-topped hillocks a 
short distance above the dale base to either side. Both 
levels are on an extension of a vein known as Red Rake in 
l 72S. That to the north (A) has a large very-ruined coe 
next to a small level entrance in a drystone retaining wall. 
The level itself can be followed for some distance over 
roof falls, comprising mostly clay/earth vein infill that has 
dropped out of the unstable roof (the collapse at I Sm 
noted by Flindall has been dug through - in 2007 the end 
was not reached due to roof instability and lack of 
appropriate equipment). Stemple eyes and notches mark 
the line of the original roof, where there were once timber 
supports across the passage. 

The southern level (B) also has a large coe on its 
hillock. This stands to full height, although its gables 
have gone, and it is buttressed on two sides. The entrance 
to the adjacent level has an unstable roof supported on re
used iron rails of later l 9'h/earlier 20'h century type. The 
level can be followed for about SSm to a forefield and has 
mostly been driven through broken limestone and clay 
with a visible calcite vein in parts. There is a c. 12 inch 
gauge tramway in the inner parts of the level, with flimsy 
iron strip rails, which unusually in parts are set on 
carefully laid cobbles. There are several stemple eyes and 
slots at and near roof level. 

A short distance up the dale, on the north side, there 
is a third ruined but relatively large coe (C), on a hillock, 
next to a run-in adit. One comer of the coe has a 
cupboard in the wall. Over the next I SOm of daleside 
there is a complex series of small workings from its top to 
bottom (D), at intersecting veins trending north
east/south-west and east/west. There are two small and 
shallow part-open shafts, one with vestiges of a retaining 
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wall on the upslope side. A blocked but ginged shaft 
appears to lie within a small very-ruined coe. 

On the south side of the valley there are further vein 
workings, including a part-open but narrow stopehead on 
the northern of two east/west veins (E). The other has 
larger hillocks and was clearly an important vein, marked 
on the l 72S plan as White Rake. Part way along there is a 
quite large but very-ruined coe (F). 

Two vein workings continue west of the track from 
the Griffe Grange farmstead which crosses the valley. The 
largest (G) runs diagonally up the daleside and then 
follows the northern valley top, where there is w ide band 
of substantive hillocks. These appear to have been 
partially reworked, but it is unclear if this is I 9'h century 
work for lead or somewhat later work for gangue. Two 
ruined coes remain, one with a shaft within it, and 
elsewhere there are three deep open shafts. At the eastern 
end of the southern vein (H) there is a shaft where the 
ginging has collapsed and only narrow-vein cheeks are 
visible. In the valley bottom, at a point where the vein 
starts to ascend the northern daleside to join the other 
vein, there is a flat-topped hillock (1) with the ruins of a 
re latively large coe, which measures about Sx4m in plan, 
with its doorway facing onto the hillock. Nearby is a 
rectangular buddle set into the floor, which measures 
about 2.Sx l.Om across. There is also what appears to be a 
small pond about 4m across. There is no clear sign of 
associated adit or shaft. 
Further up the valley, beyond the wood, somewhat 
damaged hillocks on the main vein continue through the 
next field as far as the lane. Near the wood edge there is 
an oval ginged but largely backfilled engine shaft with a 
semi-circular platform (J), about I I .Sm across, terraced 
into the gentle slope by about O.Sm. This was 
undoubtedly for a gin engine, although the horse walk is 



not visible and the area nearest the shaft has been 
removed. Further south there are the badly damaged 
surface remains, including several capped shafts, of the 
Griffe Bage Mines. 

While none of the workings found can be 
specifically dated, the impression gained was that the two 
levels with coes on Red Rake and the two of the other 
larger examples of coes are relatively recent compared 
with the rest, whereas most if not all of the other remains 
look much older and may well be l 8'h century and earlier 
in date. Mining is documented from the late 16'h to the 
late ! 8'h century, but it would not be surprising if some of 
the workings were medieval in date, undertaken for the 
monks of Dale Abbey who owned the adjacent grange. Of 
the four larger coes, only that on Red Rake to the south 
side of the valley is not marked on the first edition 25 inch 
to a 
mile Ordnance Survey map surveyed in the late 1870s. 

Therefore three (A, C, I) are likely to be 19'h century 
in date and may well have been unsuccessful trials, given 
the lack of dressed material on the hillocks. The other 
coe/level (B), which is the best preserved, may be early 
20'h century in date, as it also does not appear on the 
Ordnance Survey map of 1899. Perhaps it was associated 
with a trial made by the men from Fowslow Wells barites 
mine, but as Flindall points out, this was not this lost 
mine's main working as underground inspection shows it 
produced no mineral. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Jim 
Rieuwerts and Phil Shaw. 

4. Lead Mining Remains West ofFoolow, Derbyshire, 
centred SK 185 765 

The fields situated to the west of Foo low village, 
extending to and including the shallow dry valley called 
Silly Dale, contain various surface hillocks marking the 
range of veins, some of which are shown on two maps 
dating from 1716 and 1761 (information from Jim 
Rieuwerts). While much has been removed in the 20'h 
century on the gently undulating ground west of the 
village, there are some survivals. On the outskirts of the 
village a short length of a NW /SE orientated vein survives 
as a series of low hillocks in a small close (SK 1900 
7672). This is Croft Vein recorded in 1716. A field to the 
west contains an unnamed vein (SK 1871 7662) again 
marked by a series of low hillocks and hollows. To the 
south and west of here, the fields once contained two 
veins called Deep Rake and Nether Breach Vein with both 
noted in 1716. There is now very little remaining. 

Silly Dale is crossed from east to west by five veins, 
all but one of which have excellently preserved surface 
remains. Towards its southern end there is a small vein at 
SK 1815 7645 with somewhat damaged hillocks which 
was mined down the western daleside, but only trialed on 
the east side. A short distance further north at SK 1815 
7650 are the small but well preserved surface hillocks and 
hollows on The Patch Vein recorded in 1716; these extend 
eastwards above the daletop across the next field. On the 
opposite continuation of this vein, to the west of Silly 
Dale, a more modem (early 20'h century) opencut is to be 
seen. Further north at SK 1820 7660 there are further 
hollows and hillocks on another small unnamed vein; 
these again extend eastwards across the next field. 
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Towards the northern end of the dale at SK 1820 
7685 is an area containing numerous hillocks and hollows 
on larger workings than those to the south. These lie at 
and east of the joining point of two veins - Little Moor 
Vein and Toft Gate Vein . The first, recorded in 1761, runs 
in a NW-SE direction across Little Moor to the east of 
Silly Dale, and is the NW continuation of Nether Breach 
Vein noted above. Toft Gate Vein, also recorded in 1761, 
runs from east to west across the dale. To the west of the 
dale the vein changes name to Withinwall Vein, as also 
noted in 1761. A shaft on this vein (SK 1773 7704) was 
descended in the 1980s by John Beck and others, when 
bottle fragments were discovered in the old workings to 
the west of the shaft , that were postulated to date from 
1655 and 1675. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Jim 
Rieuwerts and Phil Shaw. 

5. Lead Mining Remains, Fin Wood, Monsal Dale, 
Ashford, Derbyshire, SK 180 712. 

Hidden in woodland, slightly below the crest of the 
daleside and two memorial benches, are the surface 
remains of a small lead mine. These comprise a small 
ruinous coe, what may well be a run-in level entrance 
nearby and a fairly large waste tip on the downslope side. 
This small compact site is located within a wide opencut 
that could be much older than the coe and level. In the 
privately-owned fields above, the line of the vein can be 
seen from the footpath, marked by low hillocks heading in 
a southerly direction, extending for at least 200m. 

The mine is documented as being called Dustypit 
(Jim Rieuwerts pers. comm.). The Ashford Barmaster 
book records Dustypit Mine as in work in the autumn of 
1792 (transcriptions from Dave Williams). A founder 
meer in an 'old mine' and eight taker meers were freed by 
James Stone 'and partners' on an east/west vein, while 
three pairs were freed on a north/south cross vein. Shortly 
afterwards Sampson Wager and Joseph Holme freed what 
appear to be further meers 'at James Stones possessions', 
comprising 6 meers eastwardly and I 0 meers in the cross 
vein. A freeing dish and 9 other dishes of ore were 
recorded in November 1792 but no subsequent entries 
were made. 

It is hard to fully square these Bannaster entries with 
what we have observed so far on the ground; full 
inspection is difficult because of thick scrub on the 
daleside. The features running through the fields are 
presumably on the north/south cross-vein; this is 
supported by the second Barmaster entry where it is stated 
that 5 meers in the cross vein were 'ranging south from the 
Finwood side'. While there are one or two features at the 
daletop a short distance off the north/south line, observed 
on an initial visit by Chris and Phil, no long line of 
workings were seen. We do not know where the founder 
meer was nor whether it and the intersection with the 
east/west vein was at the daletop or further down the 
overgrown northern daleside slope. Also, just because 
meers were freed does not mean they were worked; it may 
be that the cross-vein proved more promising and the 
east/west was never followed far. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote and Phil 
Shaw. 



6. Horsestead Mine. Taddington. Derbyshire. SK 
1440 7155. 

At this location are the relatively untouched surface 
remains of a compact lead mine on a vein, much of which 
lies within a small walled plantation on the belland 
ground. Near the western end of the wood a recent 
capping-collapse has revealed a fine example of a 
rectangular cross-sectioned and very deep shaft within a 
ruined coe. The shaft has excellently-walled ginging near 
the surface which rests, at depth, on solid limestone. 

Near the eastern end of the wood there is a sleeper
covered, oval cross-sectioned, engine shaft situated on a 
large flat-topped hillock. Adjacent on the upslope side, 
but now outside the enclosure, there is a gin circle of 
about l 3m diameter that as been terraced into the hillside. 

To the immediate east of the engine shaft, again 
outside the enclosure below an area of reworked hillock, 
there is a possible small huddle dam that is oblong in 
shape, with its clay make-up exposed by stock erosion. 
Beyond here there are no hillocks and the vein seems to 
have never been mined. In contrast, running west from 
the plantation there are four large and only slightly 
damaged hillocks, which lie close together in a line, with 
gaps between each, spaced across two fields. The vein 
also extends further westwards, with intermittent 
surviving hillocks to Glory Mine and beyond, and was 
over 2km long in total. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Jim 
Rieuwerts and Phil Shaw. 

If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, 
Chapel en le Frith, High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 
814822) or John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 
Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923), (e-mail 
john.bamatt@btintemet.com). 

SOCIETY PROJECTS 
The following are details of ongoing Society 

Projects. 
l. Crich Mining Display 

This is located in the Crich Tramway Village at 
Crich. 

Project Leader: Mick and Lillian Bridges. 
Tel: 0115 9436214 

Working Days: Most Sundays, all year round. 
Surface work 

2. High Rake Mine, Windmill 
Project Leader: Chris Heathcote 
Tel: 01298 814822 
Second Contact: John Barnatt 
Tel: 01298 77923 
Working Days: First Saturday of every month. 
Time: 10.30am onwards 
Surface work 

3. Old Millclose Mine. Wensley 
Project Leader: John Peel 
Tel: 01335 390448 
Working Days: Occasional Sundays 
Underground work 
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Society members requiring further information on 
any of these projects, please contact relevant Project 
Leader. 

It is said that variety is the spice oflife, well there is 
plenty of variety in the Society Projects. Whatever time 
you can spare, you can be assured of a warm welcome. 
"NO experience is required". To paraphrase a famous 
saying "YOUR SOCIETY PROJECTS NEED YOU". 
Compiled by Paul Chandler 

r-

Pictured above is Dr Jim Rieuwerts. His latest publication 
"Lead Mining in Derbyshire: History, Development & 
Drainage, Vol I Castleton to the River Wye" will be 
launched at the Barmote Event at the Peak District 
Mining Museum on 17 October 2007. 

COPY FOR THE JANUARY 2008 EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 30 November 2007. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

E mail:newsletter@pdmhs.com 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

LTD 
Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee 

Registered Charity No 504662 
Registered Office: Peak District Mining Muse 

The Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, 
Derbyshire, DE4 3NR 
Tel:- (01629) 583834 

SOCIETY WEB SITES 
Society: www.pdmhs.com 

Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk 
The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and 
may be reproduced without permission provided due 
acknowledgement is made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society. Copy submitted for publication is not checked 
by the Editor for accuracy. 



Peak District Mines Historical Society Limited 

Statement of Financial Activities for the Period Ended 31 March 2007 

Note Re- Un re- Total Total 
stricted stricted 2007 2006 

funds funds 
£ £ £ £ 

Incoming resources 

Subscriptions 8,255 8,255 7, 110 
Admissions 35,772 35,772 30,908 
Shop sales 37,417 37,417 41,614 
Donations 1 1,393 2,847 4,240 3,231 
Dinners 752 752 944 
Displays and projects 6,950 6,950 9,2{?5 
Building society interest 3,380 3,380 2,090 
Royalties 147 
Amortisation of generator fund 35 35 41 
Grants 13,208 13,208 12,907 
Other income 150 150 250 
Garage rents 464 464 411 

Total incoming resources 14,636 95,987 110,623 108,918 

Resources expended 

Charitable expenditure 
Subscriptions 74 74 29 
Displays and projects 1,335 8,957 10,292 10, 157 
Management and administration 13,301 57,278 70,579 65,833 
Dinners 1,084 1,084 944 
Purchases for resale 28,264 28,264 23,357 

Total resources expended 14,636 95,657 110,293 100,320 

Movement in total funds for the period -
Net income/( expenditure) for the period 330 330 8,598 

There were no recognised gains or losses for 2007 or 2006 other than those included in the statement 
of financial activities. 

All incoming resources and resources expended derive from continuing activities. 
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Peak District Mines Historical Society Limit~d 

Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2007 

2007 2006 
Note £ £ £ £ 

Fixed assets 

Tangible assets 3 34,648 36,629 

Current assets 

Stock 4 15,746 17,554 
Debtors and prepayments 5 2,477 4,095 
Cash at bank and in hand 168,496 163,216 

186,719 184,865 
Current liabilities 

Creditors and accruals 6 (19,409) (19,831) 

Net current assets 167,310 165,034 

Total assets less current liabilities 201,958 201 ,663 

Unrestricted funds 7 

Revenue account 61,882 65,404 
Peak District Mining Museum 139,676 135,824 

Restricted funds 8 

Peak Mine award 200 200 
Generator fund 200 235 

201,958 201,663 
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