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ANNUAL DINNER 2008 
The Annual Dinner this year will follow the 

AGM on Saturday, 22nd November. The Dinner will 
be held at The New Bath Hotel, Matlock Bath. 

The hotel is situated just off the A6, past the 
church on the Crom ford side of the Peak District 
Mining Museum. 

There is the opportunity to stay overnight at a 
discounted rate as a result of our booking. Members 
will be expected to make their own reservations. 
Residents may use the "New Bath" or plunge pool 
with its thermal water supply. 

Ample parking is available next to the hotel. 
Details of the meal will be published later in the year 
as usual. For more information on the New Bath the 
telephone number is 01629 583454 and the website is 
www.brook-hotels.co.uk 
Keith Gregory 

NAM HO CONFERENCE 2008 
This conference will be based at the Scottish 

Mining Museum - Lady Victoria Colliery site, Newton 
Grange, Midlothian, EH22 4QN. This site is about 8 
miles south of Edinburgh City Centre. 

The main event will take place over the weekend 
of 11 to 13 July 2008. 

The theme of the Conference will be "Mines, 
People and Industries of Scotland". 

There will also be a range of surface and 
underground field trips over the weekend. The field 
trip programme is being organised by Grampian 
Speleological Group. 

It is intended to have trips over a wider area 
during the following week. 

More information is available via links from the 
NAMHO web site. Be careful downloading this 
information as some of the files are very big. 

SOClETY MEETS 
I. Mining Heritage Walk - Wirksworth area 

Tuesday 29 April 2008 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Time: 7 .OOpm in the Wheatsheaf car park 
This is the first evening walk of 2008. It will take 

us from the village ofWirksworth to the mines 
associated with the Yokecliffe Rake. 

After the walk, food will be available at the 
Wheatsheaf, Wirksworth. 

April 2008 

2. Mining Heritage Walk - Brassington & Carsington 
pastures 

Sunday 4 May 2008 
Leader: Mick Roberts 
Time: 10.00am for l0.30am 
Meet in Brassington village. Parking will be at 

the Miners Arms or close by. 
The circular walk and head off over the pastures 

taking in Corse Hill, Nickalum, Great Rake, Wester 
Hollow, Providence, Breck Hollow, Old Town Head, 
New Town Head and Chance Mines. It will take in 
part of the High Peak Trail and pass Harborough 
Rocks. 

Optional buffet at the Miners Arms at 
Brassington afterwards. 

3. Mining Heritage Walk - High Rake. Tideslow. 
Silence Mine 

Sunday 11 May 2008 
Leader: John Bamatt 
Meet at I O.OOam at roadside parking on the road 

between Great Hucklow and Windmill, about halfway 
between the two (SK 174779). 

This walk is an opportunity to visit High Rake 
Mine and see it in all its glory after the 8 year 
excavation and conservation project by PDMHS 
which will be almost complete by the time of the visit. 
We will also vis it Silence Mine where the new 
Conservation Team project will have started. View 
just out of interest, or before you volunteer for a 
couple of years of hard Jabour! We will also walk up 
Tideslow Rake to see the fine hillocks, opencuts and 
colourful array of lead-tolerant wildflowers. 

This walk will also be offered at the NAMHO 
2009 Conference (to be led by Dave Williams). 

Bring sandwiches and usual walking equipment. 

4. Mining Heritage Walk - Wensley area 

Tuesday 13 May 2008 

Leader: Tony Wood 

Meet at 7.00pm at the Three Stag's Heads 

This is a chance to take a look at the mines associated 
with the Mount Pleasant and Davies 



mines, passing Mill Close Mine and Sough along the 
way. 

Optional buffet at the Three Stags Heads 
afterwards. 

5. Mining Heritage walk - Yatestoop Mine 
Tuesday 27 May 2008 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet at 7.00pm at the Playing Field Car Park at 

the bottom of Winster village. 
The walk will start at the site of the founder 

shaft which was sunk in 1702. We will follow the 
course of Yatestoop Mine northwards passing the 
former reckoning house on the way. There will also 
be a look at the sites of Old Bess, Conqueror, Dragon 
and North fore field shafts. 

Optional buffet afterwards at the Miners 
Standard at Winster. 

6. Mining Heritage walk - Masson Hill, Jug Holes. 
etc 

Tuesday 10 June 2008 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet at 7.00pm at the Boat House/Artist Comer 

Car Park 
The walk will be around Masson Hill looking at 

Orchard Sough, Oxclose, Jug holes and other mining 
sites on that side of the hill. 

Optional buffet afterwards at the Boat House, 
Matlock. 

7. Mining Heritage walk - Flagg area 
Tuesday 24 June 2008 
Leader: Adam Russell 
This is a chance to visit the mines in the area, 

mainly the Hubberdale, Whale Sough and the Chapel 
Dale. 

Optional buffet afterwards at the Cock and 
Pullet. 

8. Mining Botany walk - Bonsall Moor 
Tuesday l July 2008 
Leader: Jim Alder 
Meet at the Park Bottom in Bonsall village 
A walk over Bonsall Moor looking at the botany 

of the area. It will be a circular walk starting from 
the Park Bottom in Bonsall village. The flowers 
along the route will be examined. 

Optional buffet at the Kings Head, Bonsall 
afterwards. 

9. Devonshire Cavern, Matlock Bath 
Sunday 22 June 2008 
Leader: John Bamatt 
This is a chance to look at the archaeology and 

history of the mine in some detail. There will be a 
leisurely look round and the more difficult parts of 
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the mine will not be included, but many of the 
obscure side passages will be seen. The visit may 
take some time and you will need sandwiches and 
flask. 

This trip will also be offered at the NAMHO 
2009 Conference. 

The trip is limited to 12 places. To book your 
place, meeting time/place details etc, contact John 
Bamatt. Tel: 01298 77923. 

MINING HERITAGE WALKS 
The mining heritage walks are a great way of 

getting out into the countryside to meet new 
members and old friends. 

Further details on the walks can be found in the 
latest version of Lead Mining in The Peak District by 
Rieuwerts and Ford. 

The buffets after the walks are optional and cost 
between £1.50 and £3.00. 

Contact details to book any of the walks or to 
make any enquiries are:-

Tony Wood (home) 01629 650162 or (mobile) 
07971318825 or Jim Alder (home) 01246 224072 or 
mobile 07960 56950 l. 

FUTURE MEETS 
1. North Wales Mines Weekend 

Friday 12 to Sunday 14 September 2008 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Provisional programme: 

Saturday - Penarth Slate Mine 
Sunday - a choice between Cumbrian Slate 

Mine or Milwr Tunnel 
The accommodation base will be at Llangollen. 

Further details will be given in the next newsletter. 

2. Clayton Mine. Ecton 
Saturday 23 August 2008 
Leader: John Bamatt 
This is an easy grade but quite long trip into this 

impressive mine. Wear oversuit or boilersuit; helmet 
and appropriate lighting are essential. The water in 
the entrance level is often just over Wellington depth 
so bring a change of cloths for afterwards. The trip 
will concentrate on the history/archaeology of the 
mine. The pipeworkings above adit level will be 
explored, but the 'Cascades' link to Chadwick Mine 
will not be included. 

Trip limited to 10 places, plus leader/backstop 
and officers. A donation of £2 per person for the 
Ecton Mines Educational Trust will be requested. To 
book your place, meeting time/place - contact John 
Bamatt. Tel: 01298 77923. 

As demand may be high, bookings will be taken 
on first come first served basis from the publication 
date of the July Newsletter. Preference will be given 
to those who were not on last year's trip 



3. Deep Ecton Mine and Salts Level, Ecton 

Sunday 30 November 2008 

Leader: John Bamatt 

This is an easy grade trip into this spectacular 
mine, but you need to be relatively fit for the 
ladderway. Wear oversuit or boilersuit. Helmet, 
appropriate lighting and cows tails are essential. 
Wellingtons are recommended as some passages are 
wet underfoot. The trip will concentrate on the 
history/archaeology of the mine. Entry will be via 
Deep Ecton Level and after exploring the chambers 
etc, exit will be via the ladderway (120 feet of fixed 
ladders) to Salts Level. 

Trip limited to 10 places. A donation of £2 per 
person for the Ecton Mines Educational Trust will be 
requested. To book your place, meeting time/place -
contact John Bamatt. Tel: 01298 77923. 

As demand may be high, bookings will be taken 
on first come first served basis from the publication 
date of the October Newsletter. Preference will be 
given to those who were not on last year's trip. 

NEW MEMBERS 
The following were elected to membership of 

the Society at a recent Council Meeting:-
S K Harvey, SUTTON IN ASHFIELD 

H L Moxon & Family, MATLOCK 

D & A Parlby & Family, FLECKNEY 
P G & Mrs K Boothroyd, RIPLEY 

T Linderbaum & Family, MATLOCK 

G Stratford, BUXTON 
M Beresford, MATLOCK 

BOOK REVIEW 
"The Collieries and Coalminers of Staffordshire" 

by Richard Stone. Published 2007 by Phillimore & 
Co Ltd, Chichester, West Somerset. 134pp with 
numerous photos and illustrations. Extensive index. 
ISBN 978-1-86077-455-3. Cost £15.99. 

My initial impression, when I opened the book, 
was not good. I found that the inside of the front and 
back covers consisted of reduced OS 1 in (I think) 
maps of Staffordshire, which were very difficult to 
decipher. 

What a mistake I had made. When I started to 
read the book I quickly realised that my first 
impressions were wrong. 

The book is not a mining engineering text book. 
It is a logical and informative description of the three 
major parts of the Staffordshire Coalfield, namely 
South Staffordshire, Cannock and North 
Staffordshire. 

The book describes coal mining from the earliest 
days of scratching coal from exposed seams, the legal 
arguments over the rights to the coal, the exploitation 
of the miners by the coal owners, the development of 
the coal industry from a predominant manual 
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operation to the mechanised industry of the late 20th 
Century, the later disputes and the virtual ending of 
coal mining in the UK. Although the book is specific 
to Staffordshire, the principals discussed apply to all 
of the coal fields in the UK. 

The working of the 30ft Thick Coal of South 
Staffordshire is described, as is the very deep, up to 
1300 yards, and steeply graded seams of North 
Staffordshire. 

The book is a tribute to the men, women and 
children who were employed in the Staffordshire 
Coal Mining Industry over many years. Additionally, 
it reflects the history of coal mining throughout the 
UK. 

This is an excellent book, easy to read and full 
of information. Forget the maps inside the front and 
back covers and concentrate on the book itself, 
especially the index. 
Wes Taylor 

NEW BOOKS PUBLISHED BY THE 
SHROPSHIRE CAVING AND MINING CLUB 
1. "The Madeley Wood Colliery from the l 830's to 
June 1967" by Ivor J .Brown. 85 pages A4 size with 
about 100 photographs and maps, published July 
2007 to mark the 40th anniversary of the closure of 
the mine. 

The book gives the history of the two Madeley 
Wood Company pits, Halesfield and Kemberton, 
which were worked as a combined mine by the NCB 
and at the peak in the late 1950s employed over 800 
men. 

Halesfield was sunk as an ironstone and coal 
mine in the l 930's and continued to work coal until 
the l 920's, it later became the upcast and pumping 
shafts for Kemberton Pit nearly a mile away. 
Kemberton Pit was sunk by John Anstice when 
director of the family company in 1864. It was sunk 
mainly for coal but it also produced ironstone and 
fireclay. The book describes some of the events and 
methods employed at the colliery over the years as 
well as giving details of its surface tramways and 
railways and the development of the neighbouring 
town of Madeley. The social effects of the colliery on 
the local population, in particular, during the l 950's 
and early 1960's are a special aspect of this book. 

The book is available from Moorebooks.co.uk. 
Tel: 01952 405105 (full address below). Cost £6 plus 
£1.50 p&p. 

2. "A List of Fatal Accidents in Shropshire Mines 
from 1850 - 1979 with some details of the Major 
Incidents" by Ivor J Brown. 85 pages A4 size nearly 
50 photographs and other illustrations, published 
December 2005. 

A collection of details of fatalities in Shropshire coal, 
ironstone and metal mines taken from many sources 
including inspectors' and coroners' reports, . 



newspaper and personal accounts from contemporary 
sources. In all about 800 cases are listed with some 
details of the victim, age, occupation, type of 
incident and name of mine. Accidents involving 
multiple deaths are dealt with more fully with 
contemporary illustrations, descriptions and ballads, 
as produced to raise money for the victim's families. 
This publication has become a bestseller among 
genealogical groups. 

The book is available from Moorebooks.co.uk. 
Tel: 01952 405105 Cost £6 plus £1.50 p&p. 

The full address is Mike Moore, 53 Vineyard 
Drive, Newport, Shropshire TFIO 7DF. 

17a CENTURY LEAD MINING DOCUMENT 
A valuable historic lead mining document was 

recently purchased at an auction by Yale University 
Library, USA. Fortunately the Culture Minister, 
Margaret Hodge, placed a temporary export ban on 
the document which listed l 7'h century Derbyshire 
Lead Trading Accounts. The export ban has now 
been made permanent and the document will be 
lodged at the Derbyshire Record Office, Matlock in 
the near future. 

The 400 page l 7'h Century Ledger dates back to 
1668-1700 and records transactions of the lead trade 
in the county over a 30 year period. It mentions a 
number of places in Derbyshire, including Crom ford. 
It also contains the names of local families, 
particularly around Wirksworth, who were involved 
in lead mining and smelting at this period of time. 
Among these families were the Geils of Hopton, the 
Wigleys of Middleton byWirksworth and the 
Feams/Fermes of Wirksworth. 

THE PDMHS WEBSITE - WWW.PDMHS.COM 
Members who have visited the Society Website 

of late will have noticed some additional resources 
on our Site. 

The largest body of information that has been 
added to the site is an archive of downloadable 
Bulletin and "Mining History" articles. The notice 
below has been circulated to ensure that there is no 
inadvertent infringement of author's copyright. 

"These articles have been written by some 150 
different authors. Whilst the Society retains the 
copyright to the printed Bulletin, the copyright of the 
text is retained by the author. This notice has been 
framed in an attempt to obtain permission to 
reproduce from the authors of these, and other, 
articles in the Bulletin. Should authors feel that they 
do not wish their work to appear in scanned and 
downloadable format on the PDMHS website would 
they please inform the Webmaster, who will then 
remove the article". 

At present the archive commences at Volume 8 
(around 1982). The documents have been scanned 
and then assembled as pdf documents. They are 
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locked, so as to avoid any vandalism, but are 
downloadable and printable. It is intended that the 
latest items will always be somewhere between 3 and 
6 years old, so as not to compromise the latest 
volume of"Mining History". 

The archive appears at 
http://www.pdmhs.com/backissues.asp 

An archive of newspaper cuttings has also been 
added to the site. These cuttings are also presented as 
pdf files, suitable for downloading. They have been 
arranged in blocks of one month at a time, and range 
throughout the 19th Century. They come from many 
sources, and cover all areas, but are principally 
related to Derbyshire mining, both for Coal and 
Lead. There are some 3,500 cuttings transcribed in 
the archive. Should anybody have a collection of 
such cuttings, we would welcome a copy to add to 
the database of information. 

The archive appears at 
http: //www.pdmhs.com/newsclippings.asp 

Further galleries of photographs have also been 
added to the site. 

The photographs appear at 
http://www.pdmhs.com/PhotoGallcry.asp 

In due course it is hoped that the Society 
Library, which is at present undergoing cataloguing 
and organising, will also be listed on the site. 

Remember, the Website contains the latest up
to-date news on Society meets and meetings as well 
as providing a window on the Society to some 2 
billion people worldwide. If you want your project, 
or your information to be visible to the rest of the 
Society, please contribute. 
Niki Adlam-Stiles Website@pdmhs.com 
Dave Williams davew@tidza.demon.co.uk 

OWLET HOLE MINE - MATLOCK BATH 
About half-way up the steeply ascending series 

of steps leading from the entrance to Gullivers 
Kingdom to the Upperwood Road, there is, adjacent 
to the path, a locked, unmarked manhole cover. This 
conceals the entrance to the mine which was once 
known as Victoria Cavern. Beneath the cover is a 
laddered shaft leading to a further drop and a single 
long horizontal stope where a vein of fluorspar with 
some galena has been worked on top of a toadstone 
layer. The mine is an interesting example of how 
mines were worked and re-worked over the 
centuries, with a good example of early working by 
firesetting, to the remains of 20th century working 
for fluorspar (including a wooden ore chute). It may 
well also have seen use as a show cave. 

Earlier this year, following a safety inspection, 
it was reported that "something needed doing" about 
this PDMHS owned mine. 



The main problem was a massive leaning slab 
of rock perched upon and apparently supported by 
rotten stemples; but there were other issues which 
became apparent as work on the slab progressed. 

The job was contracted to the "Coffin Dodgers", 
an eclectic bunch seconded from the Crewe 
Climbing & Pothole Club and the Masson Caving 
Group, whose maturity and un-workmanlike 
appearance concealed youthful determination and a 
multitude of skills honed over the mists of time. 

An initial assessment of the slab concluded that, 
due to its size and position over the main route, it 
should remain in place rather than be forcibly 
brought down. A stone wall was constructed beneath 
it for added support while a steel brace was pinned 
against the lower part of the slab and the opposite 
wall to reduce the risk of further movement. There 
was a tense moment when the rotten timber supports 
were pulled out (remotely!), but to our relief nothing 
else moved and they came out surprisingly easily. 

Our attention then turned to the entrance lid 
which was rusting and distorted due to earlier 
abortive attempts to break in. Due to its location at 
the side of a busy public footpath and the attendant 
problems of "health and safety" that could arise, we 
decided to replace it completely with a new one. The 
old lid was removed with some difficulty and a new 
steel frame and hinged lid was bolted over the old 
frame and secured to the concrete rim. Our frequent 
breaks from work to explain what we were doing to 
curious passers by confirmed that the majority of the 
public are interested in our lead mining heritage but 
sadly appear to know very little about it. 

Whist we were working on the lid we realised to 
our horror that the iron access ladder was bolted to 
the old rusty frame by just two rusty bolts - and 
nothing else for its entire l Om length! To make 
matters worse the bottom 2m dangled from the upper 
section attached only by a length of string. This is 
not to imply criticism of the earlier work since it may 
have originally been quite adequate for the purpose 
as an aid to a lifeline assisted descent. However we 
felt that we could at least make it less likely to 
collapse. The shaft is quite narrow in parts and 
awkward to work in, and the rock isn't that good 
either, but we managed to insert various cross beams 
and bolts to which we secured the ladder using 
galvanised steel chain. A stack of unsupported <leads 
was also discovered in the shaft and these were 
supported on a specially constructed beam with a 
steel top plate. 

Despite the fact that the work we have done has 
been to the best of our ability it can still only be 
described as "first aid" since to render the mine 
completely safe would involve more work and 
expense than would be viable. However we believe 
we have gone some way to removing the more 
obvious hazards but it must be pointed out that we 
have not examined all sections of the route down. 
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We recommend a lifeline for the entrance and second 
pitches (a bolt has been placed as backup for the 
lifeliner on the second pitch) and extreme care 
should be taken throughout a descent. 

It is a short but fascinating old mine and we felt 
that it has been well worth the time and effort spent 
on it. We hope that the earlier work to stabilise the 
route down to the bottom (there is a well constructed 
stone "stepway" connecting the first and second 
pitches) together with our more recent work will be 
rewarded by an increase in the number of visitors 
that it deserves. 

Thanks to Ralph Johnson and Steve Knox 
(CCPC) for making the journey to work from 
Biddulph on five separate occasions and for 
supplying many of the tools needed. Special thanks 
also to Len Kirkham for advice and for 
manufacturing and supplying all the metalwork. 

The key for access is available from the Peak 
District Mining Museum. 

David Webb 

MINERAL EXTRACTION AND THE 
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 

This document sets out the English Heritage 
position on mineral extraction and the high-level 
policies that will form the basis for response and 
views put forward by English Heritage on any matter 
relating to the winning, working and safeguarding of 
Minerals. 

The document can be downloaded at 
http: //www.helm.org.uk/upload/pdf/Mineral
Extraction.pdf 

David Gordon 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES - OBSERVATIONS 
AND DISCOVERIES - PART 25 

1. Callow Bank Cupola, Outseats, Derbyshire, 

SK2515 8214 

This smelt mill, on moorland adjacent to 
original line of the 1758 turnpike road from 
Sparrowpit Gate (via Castleton and Hathersage) to 
Sheffield, has extensive if low and heavily bracken
covered remains. 

At the bottom end of the site there is a large 
waste heap, which includes particularly large lumps 
of slag. Those parts nearest the old road to the 
south-east, now a rough track, have been removed 
and the lower end of the heap to the south-west 
extends into the adjacent field on the downslope 
side. The smelting buildings were at upper north
western end of the heap. An L-shaped arrangement 
of rectangular ranges with remaining overgrown 
footings can be made out. Running from the top end 
of these there are the sides of a long straight flue, 
now roofless and visible as two low banks, which 
end at a now-demolished chimney at the top end. 



West of the flue, in an extensive area of 
landslip, there are two large ponds that are embanked 
on their downslope sides. The lower of the two has a 
retaining wall for a lauder or leat heading from a 
small rectangular structure towards the main 
smelting buildings. 

Upslope from the smeltworks, there are the 
engineered remains of a broad abandoned road, 
winding somewhat sinuously up the steep slope. 
This is almost certainly the original 1758 turnpike 
road, which was diverted past Overstones Farm 
later in the 18th century. 

The smelt works is shown on Burdett's 1767 
map and is documented as active until the l 820's 
(Lynn Willies, 1973, Cupola Lead Smelting Sites in 
Derbyshire, 1737-1900. BulletinPDMHS4.l,pp. 
97-115). It is unlikely to have been built until after 
the 1758 turnpike was created. An 1802 record for 
purchasing coal and coke suggests there was a slag 
works as well as a cupola at the site. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Phil 
Shaw and Terry Worthington . 

2. Robins Clough Colliery and Nearby Workings. 
Knar. Dane Valley. Cheshire. SK 0042 6763 to SJ 
9988 6803 

This colliery was located to either side of the 
stream that runs down Robins Clough and there are 
surface features at several places, some of which 
are on Open Access land. 

In the lower part of the clough, downstream 
from the road to Knar, next to the brook's south
western bank (SK 0042 6763), there is a fine 
example of a small arched level running under an 
old grassed-over field access trackway. A branch of 
the trackway runs along the other bank and perhaps 
there once was a small timber bridge into the level 
from here. The entrance is partly walled off but 
still issues water and has ochre deposits. Len 
Kirkham has recorded that this level is 70 yards 
long and was driven following a fault, with 
backfilled pillar and stall workings to its left 
(south-east) side in a thin seam near floor level 
(published by Anthony Borrow in 2004, in Volume 
2 of 'Valley of the Wild Stream: A History of 
Wildboarclough'). 

A short distance upstream from the road, again 
on the south-western stream bank, there was a 
second mine level (SK 0020 6778). A relatively
large flat-topped hillock by the stream is crossed by 
a tramway bed which continues a short distance 
upstream to a slight hollow in the steep south
western bank at the site of the level entrance. An 
access trackway, terraced into the slope on the same 
side of the stream, approaches the hillock top from 
the road. The tramway and what may have been a 
small roofless building, but not the trackway, are 
shown on the 1871 edition of the 25-inch to a mile 
Ordnance Survey map for Cheshire, which may 
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suggest this level had recently become abandoned 
when the map surveying was undertaken. 

Further south-west, located further up the 
valley side from the last level, there is a stony spoil 
heap behind which is a hollow within which sits a 
small drystone-walled coe or shepherds shelter (SK 
0016 6774). Although this site is marked on the 
1871 map as a 'Gravel Pit', there is no indication 
that one existed here and the possibility should be 
considered that what the surveyors saw and 
misinterpreted was an abandoned and collapsed 
trial mine level. If this was the case, then its 
creators were presumably looking for coal without 
realising it had been faulted out further down the 
slope. 

On the north-eastern side of the stream, there 
are four small shaft hillocks in the fields upstream 
from the road (SK 0026 6782 to SK 0013 6790). 
The irregular distribution of these indicate that coal 
was worked directly beneath, and that the shafts 
were for ventilation and/or coal removal, perhaps at 
an earlier date than the creation of the level on the 
other side of the stream. 

Still further upstream there was another level 
(SK 0002 6793). This was still in use in about 1870 
and is marked 'Robins Clough Colliery' on the 1871 
map. A tramway is shown coming from a level 
entrance on the south-west stream bank, leading to 
an access trackway on the other bank which went 
down to the road. The parts of the trackway near 
the mine are still clearly traceable as a terrace cut 
into the slope, with a small culverted drain crossing 
beneath at one point. However, as the site of the 
tramway is reached, the mine features have largely 
been lost due to flood-erosion. A short distance 
upstream the site of the level entrance is 
identifiable just above the stream as a wet rushy 
area with a deep deposit of ochre. This is 
presumably the same level as that referred to by 
Kirkham as 'near the head of the gutter' that had 
been buried by landslip, which upon reopening was 
found to have collapsed 'a few yards inside'. 

At the top of the steep gutter slope and a short 
distance west of the level entrance, the 1871 map 
shows an 'Air Shaft' (SJ 9998 6794). Today there is 
a steep-sided symmetrical hollow, less than a metre 
deep, at the site. There is no clear sign of a spoil 
heap and perhaps the shaft was risen from below 
and the spoil taken out of the level. Further north
west, there is a second possible air shaft (SJ 9988 
6803), perhaps not yet sunk in circ 1870. Here 
there is another shallow hollow, with a low spoil 
heap on the downslope side; however, the 
possibility that this is a trial quarry pit should also 
be considered. 
The geology around Robins Clough is particularly 
complex and this makes understanding which 
seams were being mined difficult to unravel. The 
modem l :50,000 geological map shows a narrow 
strip of ground between two faults that follow 



the valley, with only the Red Ash Seam running 
diagonally across this strip , starting from close to 
the stream near the two upper streamside levels, 
going south-eastwards to close to Knar farmstead. 
It is not clear why these two levels run into the 
south-western bank of the stream at or close to the 
fault, rather than where the majority of coal is 
shown beyond the other bank. Similarly, the 
lowest level down the clough is in the wrong 
position to be associated with the Red Ash Seam. 
Clearly the geological situation is more complex 
that this map suggests. This is confirmed by Hull 
and Green in the 1866 geological memoir, 
undertaken when part(s) of the mine was active. 
They record that the Robins Clough area contains 
four thin coal seams, separated by thick beds of 
sandstones and shales. Details of all but the 
uppermost seam are given, indicating they were 
accessible underground or in the streambed. The 
lowest coal in the sequence was only 12 to 14 
inches thick and was referred to as the 'Cannel 
Seam'; this is presumably what is known today as 
the Ganister Seam. This may be the coal found in 
the level downstream from the road, which 
Kirkham records as 10 inches thick. The other two 
seams, which are presumably the equivalent to the 
White Ash and Red Ash Seams, were respectively 
20 inches to 22 inches and 20 inches thick. 

The colliery is recorded by Farey in 1811 as 
formerly in work and later in the 19th century the 
mine was noted as 'ancient' . The mine was 
reopened in 1858 or 1860 and was active until 
1888, tenanted from the Earl of Derby first by 
William Hand and then from 1872 by Harold Hand. 
Beresford, writing in the Reliquary in 1864, noted 
the workings were 400 yards long, with a further 
150 yards of older workings. He recorded that 
metal balls of iron and sulphur (presumably pyrite) 
were found in the seam and that the coal was 
considered of 'superior quality', concluding 'Mr 
Hand, the spirited lessee, deserves praise for the 
way he has pushed on in his efforts, with no small 
skill, through many discouraging hindrances '. 

Further west, high on the hillside, there is a 
solitary shaft hollow and relatively small waste tip 
situated alongside a moorland wall (SJ 9987 6769). 
This is marked on the 187 1 Ordnance Survey map 
as 'Greenhills Colliery'. However, this is in error 
for this colliery lay nearly a mine away to the south 
and south-west around Midgeleygate and worked 
the Ringinglow Seam. The isolated hillside shaft is 
sunk in rocks significantly higher in the geological 
sequence and could never have reached the seam 
which would have been several hundred feet down 
at this point. Thus it seems that this shaft was an 
aborted trial looking for other coal deposits, 
perhaps the Yard Seam or one of those above, as at 
Robins Clough, which failed because the shaft was 
sunk in rocks s lightly too low in the sequence as 
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the miners had not appreciated the complexities of 
the faulting in this valley. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote and 
Phil Shaw. 

3. Latche Colliery. Wildboarclough. Cheshire, c. 
SJ 996 685 

In l 811 Farey recorded a former colliery 
called Latche, which he described as north-west of 
Cutthorn Farm. Here, where the land falls away 
towards Crag Hall, there is Leech Wood. He 
described the mine as working 'l st Coal' which is 
the Ringinglow Seam. Although the Geological 
Survey maps do not show the seam, rocks at the 
correct horizon underlie the central part of Leech 
Wood. Unfortunately, as well as being private, the 
woodland has a dense understory of Rhododendron 
and no workings can be seen from the road. This 
said, the colliery could well have been elsewhere, 
for at other mines Farey's ascription of seam is 
sometimes in error and the modern geological map 
shows a small outcrop of Yard Seam coal on rough 
moorland to the east of the wood on Open Access 
ground nearby. This location also fits well with 
Farey's colliery name, for between the wood and 
the outcrop the 1842 Ordnance Survey one-inch to 
a mile map shows the now lost house or 
smallholding of Leech Hole. 

Hull and Green in the 1866 geological 
memoirs noted that there were old workings at the 
Yard Seam outcrop here. A recent search across 
this difficult ground fo und two small hollows near 
to each other (SJ 9956 6848), both within possible 
s light upcast mounds, which may be the sites of 
shallow shafts. Nearby there were two small er 
hollows that are perhaps at the sites of crown 
holes. 

In Short Notes 22.2 regarding iron smelting at 
Casters Bridge (Newsletter 123), one identified 
potential source for the ore was the Latche 
Colliery. The new fieldwork noted above concurs 
with Len Kirkh am's observation that extraction 
from here was probably small in scale. Thus, 
unless there were more extensive workings from 
adits which have left little surface trace, this site is 
an unlikely iron ore source for the bloomery as the 
remains here suggest sustained production. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote and 
Phil Shaw. 

If you have information on any of the sites 
noted or would like to contribute to future issues of 
this series of notes, please contact: Chris 
Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, High 
Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (0 1298 8 14822) or John 
Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, Derbys, 
SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923), (e-mail 
john.barnatt@btinternet.com). 



SOME COAL MINING ARTEFACTS FROM 
MOIRA, LEICESTERSHIRE. 

In 2006, the Ashby de la Zouch Museum was 
bidding for a refurbishment and I was asked whether 
the County Museum Collections contained any 
relevant display material, including relics of the local 
coal mining industry. This led me to look out a 
collection of artefacts found in 1963 (Museum Ref. 
393.1963/1-24). 

The entry in the Museum Day-Book of the 
Assistant Keeper, Mr John Daniel, reads as follows:-

"918163 Collection o(minin[: implements:
Road dog for pinning rail to sleeper 
Mallet for bashing clay lining 
2 wedges for breaking coal 
2 colliers' hammers 
2 colliers' picks 
2 shovels, one with shaft 
besom brush for keeping clay wet 
Tallow candle 
Clay pipe 
Chain 
2 rails 
Pump spout 
Tub wheel 
Also, iron hook and wooden hobble (?), and pony 
whip, ash pit prop, 1 points 

"Al/from Rawdon Colliery, Moira.found in 
compressed small coal used as packing in workings 
abandoned and sealed off in 1837." 

There follows another note:-
"Sledge from workings abandoned in 1844 ti 

The donor is given as "East Midlands Division, 
Coal Board, Rawdon Colliery, Moira ti 

Not all of these items can be identified amongst 
the collections I took over in 1997, although it is 
possible that others will come to light in the future. 
However, given the very exact dates quoted, it 
seemed worth publishing drawings and details for 
further discussion. If anyone has any observations or 
further information about these items I should be 
glad to hear from them. 
Robert F. Hartl ey 
Keeper of Collections, Leics CC Museums 

TRAINING CO-ORDINATOR'S NOTES 
l. Vertical Techniques Training DVD's 

Two recently produced DVD's have been 
purchased by the Society and are available for loan 
to Society members only. "SRT Getting Started" is 
produced by Ralph Johnson and "Speleo Vertical" is 
produced by Andy Sparrow. 

"SRT Getting Started" is an introduction to 
single rope techniques and lasts for about 48 
minutes. tlSpeleo Vertical" covers both Single Rope 
Techniques, ladder and lifeline techniques and much 
more, The running time of this DVD is over two 
hours. 
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The "SRT Getting Started" production has 
already been shown to Society members and it is 
planned to show "Speleo Vertical" to members over 
two training evenings during 2008/09. 

2. Leaders for NAMHO 2009 Conference - to be 
hosted by PDMHS 

Many thanks to the following Society members, 
who have offered to lead surface or underground 
meets or both. They are Anthony Botham, Brian 
Spencer, Peter Greaves, Richard Shaw, P B Coates 
and Ashley Birch plus members of the Masson 
Caving Group and the Goodluck Mine Preservation 
Club. However, more Society members are required 
to either lead meets or to act as meet assistants. 
Offers to either myself or Tony Wood. 

Please either see or phone Paul Chandler (Tel: 
01246-220773 or Mobile: 07908-607513), regarding 
any of the above items. 
Paul Chandler, PDMHS Training Co-ordinator 

HIGH PEAK WORDS 
During the last two summers I have spent some 

months in a part of the High Peak of Derbyshire 
which is rich in old words. The village of Little 
Hucklow, where I have a priviledge - a term which 
will be explained further on - is about two miles 
from Tideswell. It is described in Domesday as 
waste, not because it was desolated by William the 
Conqueror, but because the land was then untilled, as 
much of it is still. We are a thousand feet above the 
sea level; only a few acres are ploughed, the rest 
being grass or moorland. Lead mining, which had 
been carried on in this neighbourhood from the 
Roman occupation, has decayed of late years, owing 
to the importation of foreign lead. The miners' 
houses have decayed also; only the farmsteads have 
escaped the general ruin. 

The soil is a thin, black mould; the subsoil is 
unfertile and brown, and is called/ox-earth. Beneath 
the subsoil are limestone rocks. There are lows or 
barrows on all sides, with here and there a great 
white heap of spar or refuse from the mines, called 
feeth, possibly a variant ofjUth. 
Nearly every old or middle-aged man that you meet 
has been a lead-miner. These men love to talk of 
their earlier days and of a craft which abounded in 
old words. For instance, there is the word bin. 
According to Tapping's Glossary, "bing or round ore 
is the Derbyshire mining term for the purer, richer, 
and cleaner part of the fell or boose," and "bing
place or bing-stead" is the warehouse or repository 
to which the bing is brought in order to undergo the 
operations of the crushing mill. The fact, however, is 
that a bing is a semicircular building, projecting from 
one of the gables, and sometimes from one of the 
sides, of a miner's coe or cabin. It has a lean-to roof, 



is without a window, and opens into the cabin as a 
chancel opens into the nave of a church. In a word, it 
is a rudimentary apse, into which the miner, in 
sorting out his ore, threw the pees, or richer pieces of 
lead. Not one of the quondam lead-miners to whom I 
have mentioned the word knows it in the sense of 
round ore, or any kind of ore, and they seem amused 
when I suggest such a meaning. It is possible that 
elsewhere in Derbyshire the sense of "apse" or recess 
may have been transferred to the material in the 
recess. 

Another common mining word is few. A few is 
an instrument used for separating the particles of 
lead from the refuse with which they are mixed. One 
might compare it to a sieve if it had not a canvas 
bottom. When the lew is moved backwards and 
forwards the lighter particles rise to the top, as cream 
does in a separator, and the lead goes to the bottom. 
The man who did this work was called a /ewer, and 
the process itself fewing. The inlets or notches on the 
barrel of a windlass which keep the chain from 
slipping are known as crumps. 

The land on which a house stands, including the 
garden, even if the garden be on the other side of the 
road, is called a privilege. I heard a man say to a 
trespasser in his garden, "I'll not have thee on my 
privilege; and I was told that a certain house would 
be all the better for a little more privilege". In this 
part of Derbyshire, known as the King's Field, any 
man could follow a vein of lead across any other 
man's ground. 

But churches, houses, gardens, all are free 
From this strange custom of the minery. 

Hence the privilege seems to have been a 
messuage or house-plot which was sacred from the 
invasions of the miners. However, when the land was 
waste only house-plots could have been held in 
several ownership. 
Abstract from Notes and Queries - 10 September 
1904 
Dick Hazard 

OPEN DAYS - FRIENDS OF ST AIDAN'S 
BEUSO DRAGLINE 

The giant static BE 1150 walking dragline 
excavator will be open to visitors from 2pm to 4pm 
on the following days in 2008. The dragline is 
located at Swillington, near Leeds. The Satnav 
reference is LS26 8AL. 

Saturday 12 April 
Saturday 14 June 
Saturday 13 September 
Sunday 14 September 

For further information, contact Dr Ivor Brown, 
95 Manygates Lane, Sandal, WAKEFIELD, 
WF2 7DL. Tel: 01924 257137 
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ASHOVER LIGHT RAILWAY WALK. 
CLAY CROSS/ASH OVER AREA 

Society members who attended this walk in 
March 2006 will be interested to learn that there 
have been developments at the Clay Cross end of the 
railway. The old Where the Rainbow Ends cafe 
building and the railway carriage have now been 
moved from the old Biwater sports field. Planning 
approval for 130 new homes on the site of the John 
Street sports ground has been granted. 

The Ashover Light Railway Society plans to 
rebuild the 1926 built wooden cafe on the original 
site Ashover Butts. The railway carriage is to be 
returned to its former glory thanks to a collaboration 
between the Midland Railway Trust and Maximus, 
the company developing the former Biwater Works 
site in Clay Cross. The carriage has been carefully 
transported from John Street, Clay Cross, to the 
Midland Railway Trust site at Butterley, where the 
restoration work will take place. 

Information from "Derbyshire Times" 
Newspapers dated; September 20th & December 
13th 2007. 
Paul Chandler 

UNI-LITE TORCHES 
I have recently been sent details of an offer by 

the above Company that may be of interest to 
members. The Company manufactures a wide 
variety of heavy duty torches that are supplied to the 
forces, utility companies and a variety of search and 
rescue organisations. Possibly of most interest to 
members is the l watt LED rechargeable headlight. I 
will obtain one of these and will review it in a future 
edition of the newsletter. The offer allows members 
a special discount of l 0% on the already favourable 
trade prices. 

The headlight referred to above would cost 
£35.18, including delivery. I have a copy of the price 
list if anyone is interested. The Company can be 
contacted at Unit 6, Colemeadow Road, North 
Moons Moat, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 9PB 
(01527 584344). 

Alternatively, the catalogue can be viewed on
line at www.uni-lite.com 
Nigel Nix 

TRANSPORT TO THE NAMHO 
CONFERENCE 2008 IN SCOTLAND 

The NAMHO Conference this year is being 
held at the Lady Victoria Colliery, (Scottish Mining 
Museum), Newtongrange near Edinburgh over the 
weekend of l l to 13 July. I will be attending the 
conference, travelling north on the Friday and 
returning on the Monday. 

If any Society members are interested in a lift, 
please get in touch. Two places are available. Share 



L __ 

fuel costs. The lift is available from Chesterfield, but 
I may be able to arrange a pick-up enroute. Contact 
Paul Chandler. Tel: 01246-220773 or Email: 
paulchandler3@btinternet.com 

HOMECOMING OF A DERBYSHIRE 
ORNAMENTAL STONE 

Readers may be aware that in 2007, the 
Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia was 
obliged to sell a large portion of its mineral 
collection to provide funds for the maintenance of 
other areas of the scientific collection. Three mineral 
specimen dealers were involved in the purchase and 
the British component was obtained by a Somerset 
dealer. Many of these specimens have subsequently 
reached the market through shows and the internet 
and one specimen of Derbyshire origin was 
purchased by one of the authors. The label indicated 
that the specimen originated from the collection of 
Dr T B Wilson and was described as a polished 
stalagmite from Derbyshire. To set the scene it is 
worth briefly describing the life history of TB 
Wilson, who was one of the main benefactors of 
British minerals to the Academy. 

Thomas B Wilson (1807-1865)* 
Thomas Bellerby Wilson was born in 

Philadelphia on January 17 1807, the son of wealthy 
British parents Rebecca Bellerby and Edward 
Wilson, a Quaker and iron merchant. His formal 
education began at a Quaker school in Philadelphia, 
but he also studied at a boarding school in 
Darlington, England, and at universities in Paris, 
France, and Dublin, Ireland. By 1822, he had 
returned to America and was apprenticed to a 
pharmacist in Philadelphia. In 1828 he entered the 
University of Pennsylvania as a medical student, and 
received his M.D. degree in 1830. Being of 
independent means, however, he never practiced 
medicine, preferring instead to spend his time 
studying the natural sciences. He lived in 
Philadelphia until he was 26, and then moved to a 
farm near New London in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. Around 1841 his brother Rathmell 
moved to Newark, Delaware with his wife and two 
children, and Thomas joined them. Although Newark 
remained his base of operations for the rest of his 
life, he regularly visited Philadelphia and maintained 
a residence there for when he was attending society 
meetings, buying books or tending to his 
investments. 

Wilson made many long field trips on 
horseback in order to collect minerals, fossils, shells, 
birds, reptiles, fish and insects. He also purchased 
entire collections of specimens (along with pertinent 
books on the subjects) by mail and during his five 
trips to Europe, when it was likely that the 
Derbyshire specimen was obtained. 
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Wilson appears to have invested his inheritance 
well, and was generous with his donations. He joined 
the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia in 
1832, and was the Academy's principal benefactor, 
eventually donating approximately $200,000, a very 
large fortune in those days. 

Wilson died of typhoid fever in Newark in 
1865, at the age of 58, having never married. The 
mineral collection he donated to the Academy was 
sold to a consortium of mineral dealers (Bryan Lees, 
Wayne Leicht and Ian Bruce) in 2007. 

The quality of the collection can be 
demonstrated from the many fine specimens from 
such mining areas as the North of England (fine 
amber fluorites), Caldbeck Fells (Campylite, 
Pyromorphites) and Cornwall (rare fluorites). 
Included in the collection were many Derbyshire 
specimens, which somewhat unfortunately, were 
simply labelled Derbyshire, England. The banded 
stalagmite specimen in the author's collection has a 
hand-written label in India ink and is characteristic 
of all the Philadelphia Academy's collection. 
*Mineralogical Record website 

Characteristic Label 
The specimen is a polished section of ornamental 
stone which displays delicate and attractive cream 
and brown parallel banding remarkably like stained 
and varnished timber. The specimen is recognisable 
as one the materials used in inlay work in Ashford 
Black Marble ornaments. 

Example of Ashford Black Marble Inlay 



Banded Derbyshire Ornamental Stone 

The Derbyshire locality could be narrowed to 
the Ashford in The Water area. Confirmation of this 
was given by Don Edwards ofTideswell Dale who 
also identified this particular inlay as being known as 
"Gibraltar Stone" which is a calcite based flowstone 
deposit. Don also informed us that this inlay stone 
was obtained from a small branch of Netti er Dale 
which runs to the rear of Sheldon church. A search of 
the area produced a few small fragments of the stone 
near to the Fieldgrove Mine, Sheldon. 

It is pleasing to repatriate this old Derbyshire 
specimen after 150 years and particularly to track it 
down to the actual locality from which it originated. 
Again an example of the importance of proper 
curation. 

Our thanks to Don Edwards for his 
knowledgeable information and assistance. 
Dave Weston and John Cooke 

LETTER FROM NEW ZEALAND 
The original of the letter below has recently 

been brought to me from New Zealand. 
I have long known that I have ancestors on the 

Trevarthen side who actually were Comish tin 
miners. I had no idea till now that anyone on mum's 
side had any mining connection at all. 

I now possess the letter but I feel that I should 
share it. My great-grandmother's writing puts mine 
to shame!! This is a copy done on one of those 
modem computer things - the original is in real ink 
with one correction. 

The husband of the lady who wrote it (my great 
grandmother) had been killed in an accident -
presumably a mining accident. 

I am sending copies to any cousins who's 
address I have, mostly in Cornwall, with a couple on 
the island of Tasmania - in some cases with a copy or 
two to be passed on to anyone else who might be 
interested - and also to Geevor (Nigel and I had the 
privilege of descending Geevor before it was 
allowed to flood and indeed we walked a little way 
under the Atlantic) and to any Cornish museums 
which might be interested. 
Dr FD Trevarthen 
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"Dear Joe, 
I received your very welcome letter last Sunday 
morning. I was greatly surprised to hear from you. I 
really did think you had forgotten us but now I can 
say you are a friend indeed and not in word. Please 
to accept My Dear Joe our thanks for the five pounds 
you sent us for it has given me almost a new life. you 
can't think what an affect your Jetter has had on me 
when I think you sent all that money to the poor little 
children and said you were sorry it was not more. if 
it was only one pound think what a help that would 
be to me at this time. I have a few friends with fair 
promises but nothing else to part with. Dear Alfred's 
death is come an old thing to many but the children 
is no nearer rear than an year ago but you Dear Joe 
who I repeat it never promised me anything sent all 
that money in the very time I so much needed it. we 
have short of meat sometimes this summer. I never 
said anything to anyone nor allowed the children to. I 
thought certain people might guess without it. I think 
most of my two youngest Lizzie and Alfred. two so 
pretty little children as you ever saw. Alfred is 
thirteen months old. he can run as fast as the rest so I 
suppose you would like to hear how we are getting 
on. I think to me we shall do bye and bye. I do 
belong down to Melaneur mine in the account house 
got one pound a month. William Roberts is working 
on the flours for ten shillings per month. he is nine 
years old. is a very good boy. is always ready every 
day to work. he has not lost an hour since April. he is 
very small. he was for years always sick but is very 
were now. he never complain. is as cheerful as a lark. 
you said you suppose Nell had forgotten. Joe you are 
told of scores of times. they are both going to meet 
you when you come home. you have been daily 
expected ever since Jimmy is come. they can't think 
how you might not come to( o ). 
Nell have not laugh nor done so much else but 
moped like everyone in a bad temper ever since her 
poor father is dead. I have to go to work from seven 
to five so she has to stay at home with baby and 
Lizzie and do what she can while William Rand I go 
to work. I did fell to go every day from baby while 
he was so young altho I was very glad to have it to 
do. I would rather work as hard as I do than to apply 
to the parish for relief. I have not done yet and no 
one knows how hard I have had it. all say how well 
we are getting on and I am very proud to hear it. 
Laura is with your Mother still as you know. she has 
been freed from many hardships on that account. 
they say they will keep her longer. she is very 
comfortable there. 
Mary your wife was up here last Sunday. I never saw 
her looking so well in my life. like a girl she has 
almost been over carried all this summer with 
thoughts of your coming home. My poor dear Alfred 
can never return any more. she has the thought of 
your coming to her. I hope to see you soon to( o ). I 



could talk for a week to you. 
I suppose you will not have the patience to read this 
through. your family will write themselves. I should 
be glad to have a letter ~gain. will you Dear Joe write 
to me. [ remain Dear Joe your affectionate sister 
Mary Trownson. 
it is now half past five. I am in the account house. 

Jimmy is out in the engine house and William R. on 
the flours." 

THEY HAVE GONE! 
The old tyres that were fly-tipped at Magpie Mine 
have been removed thanks to funding by the Peak 
District National Park. 

MORE ON ASSAY CRUCIBLES 

Further to the recent discussion, we have found 
a number of these cones (see photo above) at 
Alderley Edge in a context which suggests use in the 
1857-1877 period of mining when we know there 
was a laboratory on the si te. I cannot see clearly 
from the Cornish pictures in the last newsletter 
whether they are the same type of item as shown 
there but I would appreciate any suggestions as to 
what ours might be. 

On the flattened head, the surface is usually 
fairly crude with signs of a palm having been used to 
press the clay into some sort of mould. Some of the 
ones we find (and a number have turned up) are of 
poor quality suggesting either that quality did not 
matter or that they had been discarded. By poor 
quality, I mean bent or poorly mixed with air spaces 
in them. 

We have contemplated whether they were bungs 
(a lot of acid was used at Alderley Edge) or stoppers 
for a furnace but having seen the use of similar items 
as crucible moulds, that seems a plausible 
explanation. Nigel Dibham 

STOP PRESS 
Mining Heritage Walk - "The Cheadle Coalfields 
(Part One)" 

Sunday 11 May 2008, Leader: Anthony Botham 
Location: Dilhome, Staffordshire 
Meet at 1 O.am in the main car park at Dilhome 

Village Hall (next to the church) 10.00 am 
Grid Reference: SJ: 97192 43470. 
This walk will visit the coal mining remains 

centred around the village of Dilhome and the town 
of Cheadle 

Coal mining became the area's main source of 
employment in the 19th century as the local 
landowners became coal masters. The walk will visit 
the sites of a number of former collieries within the 
area, the most important ones being Foxfield, 

Parkhall, Delphouse and New 
Haden collieries. In addition 
we will look at the importance 
of the railways and tramways 
and how they linked into the 
collieries. 

Part Two will be a walk 
in the Autumn looking at 
further remains within the 
Cheadle Coalfields. For 
further information contact 
Anthony Botham on 01782 
394358 (after 5.30 pm) 

COPY FOR THE JULY 2008 
EDITION OF THE 

NEWSLETTER 
The deadline for material for the 

next edition of the Newsletter is 3 
June 2008. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be 
sent to:-

Wcs Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
SWADLINCOTE, DEl2 8NA. 

Tel:-01283 7133 15 
E Mail:- newsletter@pdmhs.com 
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