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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2008/2009 

Members are reminded that their membership subscriptions for the year 2008/2009 become due on 
I September 2008. A renewal form is enclosed with this Newsletter. Members are advised that the 
recently revised Membership rates are:-

Ordinary Member 
Joint Member 
Family Member 
Institutional Member 

£19.00 
£21.00 
£23.00 
£24.00 

Overseas members should pay their subscription in £ Sterling. 

Would members who pay their subscription by Standing Order please ensure that their mandates are 
amended before the payments are due. The Society cannot vary the amount paid by Standing Order 

AGM AND ANNUAL DINNER 2008 
The 2008 AGM and Annual Dinner wi ll be held on 

Saturday, 22nd November. The AGM will be held at the 
Peak District Mining Museum and the Dinner will be held 
at The New Bath J lotcl, Matlock Bath. 

The AGM will be proceeded by a number of short 
presentations. 

The hotel is situated just off the A6, past the church 
on the Cromford side of the Peak District Mining Museum. 

There is the opportunity to stay overnight at a 
discounted rate as a result of our booking. Members wi ll be 
expected to make their own reservations. Residents may use 
the "New Bath" or plunge pool with its thern1al water 
supply. 

Ample parking is available next to the hotel. Details 
of the meal will be published later in the year as usual. For 
more information on the New Bath the telephone number is 
01629 583454 and the website is www.brook-hotcls.co.uk 
Keith Gregory 

ELECTRICAL POWER TO MAGPIE MINE 
Electricity at Magpie is currently supplied by a diesel 

generator. The diesel fuel supply is running out and it wi ll 
probably last until the end of the year. Free/cheap diesel is 
no longer available and the unit cost of electricity produced 
this way is about double that from bought in supplies. 

The current generator is about 40 years old and 
therefore needs looking after, spares are increasingly 
difficult and expensive to obtain. Ifwe persist in "on site" 
generation it will be necessary to site a suitable diesel tank 

near to the cottage, with all of the attendant security 
problems and planning consents. 

Since the vandalism attacks of two years ago we have 
measured a fall off in the number of members and guests 
using the faci lity. This may be due to the more awkward 
entry into the cottage and generator house. If there was 
mains electricity it would be possible to have low wattage 
lights by the doors and internally which would be switched 
on at dusk, both as a security feature and to make the site 
more welcoming. 

We have been advised by the police and English 
Heritage to fit security cameras but it is not possible to 
supply the equipment for a week off battery power. It would 
also require the generator to be run for several hours each 
weekend to charge the battery. 

The Society has had a lease on the site since 1961, and 
to a great extent Magpie is synonymous with the Society. 
The present lease expires in 2025 when I hope the Society 
wi ll again renew the lease. We are therefore looking at a 
long term solution to the provision of electrical power to 
the site. 

The site needs maintenance and upgrading. We are 
getting more visitors passing through who in tum put 
greater demands on the infrastructure. Like the museum, 
new features need to be in place to encourage visitors to 
enjoy and respect the site. 

Suggested site improvements are to restore the tips, 
repair the boundary walls and signage on the walking route. 
We should also query, in the light of g lobal warming, 
whether we should not be using a renewable supplier of 
energy at Magpie. 



E-on have quoted a sum of £120k for the installation 
of the supply and, whilst this is a large sum of money, it is 
not expected that the Society should foot the whole bill. 
Many of you will remember that we raised a similar sum 
(in 08 Tenns) for repair of the Engine House. There are 
grants available and the Society has the capability to raise 
this sum. 

Doing nothing is not an option. Going to mains 
electricity would simplify the running of the site, for 
future Site Wardens. 

At their March meeting, the Council of Management 
gave approval to the project to enable the funds to be 
raised. The project team is:- Alan Mutter, Martin Long and 
Mike Luff 

THE NEW TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE AT 
MATLOCK BATH 

The Peak District Mining Museum is pleased to 
announce that the transfer of the Tourist Information 
Centre to the Museum is now complete. Although we do 
not offer a full TIC service, we will be an important local 
Information Point for visitors to Matlock Bath by stocking 
a new range of local books and maps, leaflets for local 
attractions and 'What's On' posters. The Museum shop has 
been re-styled and re-furbished and we will soon have a 
direct computer link with Matlock TIC together with a 
state of the art Touch Screen Kiosk. We will also be able 
to deal with e-mails direct from the Museum. 

NEW EDITOR OF MINING HISTORY 
From the beginning of Volume 17, I will be taking 

over as editor of Mining History from Lyn Willies. We 
welcome contributions of papers from members and non
members on any mining related topic for inclusion in 
future issues. 

Mining History is normally published twice a year 
but the content is totally dependent on the contributions 
that we receive. I can accept digital contributions in most 
word processor formats for the text though minimal 
formatting is preferred with separate digital files of a ll 
images/drawings on a disk, CD/DVD or by e-mail or via 
my ftp server (e-mail for details). Typescript or 
manuscript submission is also possible. 

I am happy to discus any aspect of the publication 
process with prospective authors, whether 'old hands' or 
first timers. 

I can be contacted at: 
Dr Richard Shaw, British Geological Survey, Nottingham, 
NGl2 5GG. 
Tel:- 0115 9363545. 
Email: rps@bgs.ac.uk 
or 
Dr Richard Shaw, 15 Belvoir Drive. Aylestone, Leicester, 
LE2 8PB 
Tel:- 0116 2830836 
Email: richard.p.shaw@btinternet. 

NEW MEMBERS 
The following were elected to membership of the 

Society at a recent Council Meeting:-
Mr & Mrs A E Walker & Family, MATLOCK 
S G Allsop, WIRKSWORTH 
H Sunderland, PETERBOROUGH 
P Clook, WORKSOP, 
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M & H Cross, EYAM 
N Evans and P Storer, DERBY 
J A Saalmans & Family, CODNOR 
N Willers, DERBY 
S Purvey & Family, BEESTON 

FOR SALE 
I. Cap lamp with almost new lead acid battery. Also 

included is a "two lamp" electronic charger. 
Cost £40.00 

2. Red one piece wet suit, medium size, in good 
condition. 
Cost £20.00 
Len Kirkham. Tel:- 01782 513603 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES - OBSERVATIONS AND 
DISCOVERIES - PART 26 

I. Lead Mining Remains in Taddington Wood. near 
Taddington. Derbyshire. c. SK 1600 7130 to SK 1615 
7140. 

The heavily wooded western daleside contains 
mining remains on a vein whose name remains unknown 
at the present time. At the very top of the daleside and 
located in farmland is a small tip and associated climbing 
shaft of about 30 feet depth. The vein trends from here 
down the steep slope in a roughly north-easterly direction 
and part-way down on a relatively level area there is a 
fairly large tip and open moderate-diameter shaft (fenced 
oft) that was originally contained within a small walled 
area. Continuing down the slope another tip marks the 
location of a small-diameter shaft (not fenced oft) and 
nearby ruins of a coe. Still further down slope are the 
remains of a roughly walled 'trench' that probably led to 
the entrance of a level driven into the dalcside. Nearby 
are the ruins of a fairly large coc. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote and Phil 
Shaw. 

2. Lead Mining Remains in Upper Monks Dale. near 
Tidcswell. Derbyshire. SK 1321 7522 

About l 00 yards down dale from the Wormhill to 
Tideswell Road a heap of tumbled stone marks the 
location of a trial level driven into the north-eastern side 
of the dale. The level was not explored for its full length 
(no adequate lighting available) but from the small size of 
the tip it cannot be of any significant length. The level 
had shotholes in evidence together with a small area of 
pickwork. It as been driven into a predominately-calcite 
vein that has a width of 3-4 feet. Alongside the level there 
is a large but shallow opencut on a parallel calcite vein. 
Nothing is known of the name of this vein/mine nor its 
history. Information regarding the location of this small 
trial working was found in the recently published 
'Wormhill: The History ofa Village' by Chris Drewry. 

Present: Chris Heathcote and Phil Shaw. 

3. Lead Mining Remains in Hartle Dale. near 
Bradwell. Derbyshire. SK 163 804. 

Mid-way up Hartle Dale it is crossed from east to 
west by Hartle Rake. The mining remains on this vein, 
within the dale, comprise relatively un-touched hillocks 
and a deep shaft capped by a boulder. In the dale bottom 
there are two adjacent blind trials, driven north-east and 



south-west into the vein. The latter has two phases of 
shothole work. The immediate area, on the dale floor, has 
been walled off to form a small working area with an 
access gateway built into it. 

Further up the dale it is crossed by another vein again 
marked by hillocks and hollows. On the south-western 
side of the dale top there is a possible stone-lined buddle, 
but interpretation is tenuous and the two remaining placed 
stones, which rest on a raised piece of bedrock, may 
alternatively by associated with shallow quarrying for the 
adjacent field wall. Nearby there are relatively un
disturbed hillocks and a crudely-capped shaft of unknown 
depth. 

Near the head of the dale, south-east of the minor 
road from Tideswell to Castleton, the valley is again 
crossed by lead veins. On the north-eastern side there is a 
vertical-sided narrow opencut running east/west, probably 
reworked in the 20th century, with two surviving shaft 
hillocks on the opposite side of the va lley to the west. Just 
before the road at the dale head, relatively close to the site 
of Moss Rake, was another vein which has now had its 
hillocks mostly re-worked. Present research into Bradwell 
Liberty by one of those present (CH) has found that this 
vein was freed in 1810 by John Hallam and called 'Nell I'll 
Tickle Thee'. The vein continues to the south-west to 
eventually join a complex of other veins on the Lamb Part 
near Berristall Lodge Farm. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Jim 
Rieuwerts and Phil Shaw. 

4. Lead Smelting Flues. Brough Lead Works. Brough. 
Derbyshire. SK 182 823 

Adjacent to a field hedge, following the contour part 
way up the hillside, there arc the impressive but ruined 
remains of lead smelting flues for the Brough Lead Works. 
These were kindly brought to the attention of one of the 
authors (JB) by Chris Furness and were explored in more 
detail on a return visit. They are some of the easiest seen 
smelting remains in the Peak District. They comprise two 
parallel mortared stone-walled flues, which share a 
common wall between then, and were both originally 
largely set in the ground under a low bank. Collapses of 
the flue's roofs intermittently along their length have 
exposed both to view, while some sections are still intact. 
Originally both flues had arched roofs and were just high 
enough inside to stand up, although the roof collapses 
means that some sections are now partially- or largely
infilled with rubble and soil. 

At the north-eastern end, originally a flue rose up the 
slope from the smeltworks in the valley bottom, to tum 
through a right angle to the downslope passage of the two 
adjacent contour flues. This ran along the hillside for over 
I OOm and then turned sharply at the south-western end and 
returned along the adjacent upslope parallel flue. This long 
horizontal detour was clearly designed to significantly 
increase the overall flue length to allow for the condensing 
of fumes. When reaching the north-eastern end again the 
flue originally turned through another right angle and went 
upslope to a chimney close to the top of the field. There are 
mostly no surface traces of either sections of flue running 
up the slope, nor the chimney. The exception is a small 
area where the flue has been truncated adjacent to the field 
boundary just above the works. Here it is brick lined, in 
contrast to the random-limestone build further up. Old 
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Ordnance Survey maps show that originally the bank over 
the flues continued north-westwards to a building in the 
works, but this stretch has now definitely been removed as 
the land surface has been cut back and levelled. 

The Brough Lead Works were probably opened in 
1860, firstly using a pre-existing textile mill to 
manufacture White, Grey and Red Lead, with a lead 
smelter added later (see Willies in the Bulletin of PDMHS 
4.1 for 1969, pages 97-1 15). It closed as a lead smelter in 
191 8. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Furness, Chris Heathcote 
and Phil Shaw. 

If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, 
Chapel en le Frith, High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 
814822) or John Bamatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 
Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923), (e-mail 
john.barnatt@btinternet.com). 

DEVELOPMENTS AT GEEVOR MINE MUSEUM, 
CORNWALL 

A lot has happened over the past year and by the end 
of July we hope to have 20 buildings repaired and restored 
for the holiday season. This work has happened in the nick 
of time as the storms this winter would have finished off a 
lot of the old roofs on the Mill completely. 

We will also have the new Hard Rock Museum open. 
We arc going for a "soft opening" as soon as it is ready. We 
will open it to visitors and have the formal opening in the 
Autumn. 

Everyone has been working frantically on the content 
for the museum. It will cover the story of mining in 
Cornwall and the rise and fall ofGeevor Mine. The design 
work looks good and it should be a very exciting 
experience for visitors. All in all , some £3.8m will have 
been spent on the project. 

We are also trying to extend the little underground 
tour that we have. Some of the old Geevor hands are 
clearing out more of the tunnels and we hope to extend the 
underground tour for visitors. 

We will continue to do discounted entry prices for 
members ofNAMHO affiliated organisations. 
Bill Lakin 

"JUST A FEW WEEKENDS WORK": THE HIGH 
RAKE MINE AND SILENCE MINE PROJECTS 

These are the now infamous 'last words' of one of the 
members, who wishes to remain anonymous, of the High 
Rake Project team. They were said at the very outset of the 
archaeological and conservation work 8 years ago. Over 
the intervening period, usually working one day a month, 
many hundreds of tons of material have been excavated 
from the site. This work, sometimes undertaken in 
atrocious weather conditions, has revealed the remains of 
two steam engine houses, each with boiler house, flue and 
chimney base, a coal yard, a reservoir, a balance bob 
platform and pit, a capstan platform re-used with a gin 
eng ine, and a dressing floor. These date to 1834-1852 
when the mine was worked on a lavish and 'state of the art' 
scale by Will iam Wyatt, a local mining entrepreneur on 
behalfofthe High Rake Mining Company, and also from 



later small-scale 'mopping-up' mining over several years, 
undertaken above the water table once the pumps had 
been removed. 

Most buildings had been reduced to foundations. 
However, the excavations highlighted the surviving 
bottom third of the Sims pumping engine house and 
adjacent condenser pit, which had been set underground 
and still survived. Call us naive, but we did not anticipate 
this and while in the end well worth the effort, digging an 
8m (25 feet) deep archaeological excavation trench took 
several years to complete. This is thought to be the best
preserved surviving unmodified Sims engine house in the 
world. 

- Detailed excavation paperwork, with every wall, 
opening, pit, etc., described and measured, together with 
scaled plans, elevations and photographs of all features, 
have now been completed and archived. The 
consolidation of the uncovered features, including 
selective re-building of collapsed areas to stabilize them, 
and more general re-pointing, is also now finished. Deep 
excavated features have been securely railed, fenced or 
grilled to enable visitors to view the remains in relative 
safety (assuming they exercise common sense). Three 
interpretation panels have been installed to inform visitors 
about what they are seeing and give something of the 
hist~ of the mine. The site is now left in what we hope 
will be considered a presentable state after having 
resembled a building site for several years. 

During our time at High Rake we have had open 
days and guided tours that have enabled members of 
PDMHS, other history and archaeology groups, schools 
and the general public to view a real archaeological dig, 
which of necessity took a little longer than the Time 
Team's standard three days. The general positive response 
from the visitors to the site was gratifying to all concerned 
and hopefully we have done our bit to raise interest in, and 
awareness of, the mining heritage. Additionally, the site is 
alongside a well-used footpath, and the interpretation 
panels continue to inform and are also a good advert for 
PDMHS conservation work and the Society in general. 

Dave Webb has, over the course of the High Rake 
Project, filmed the team in action to his usual professional 
standards. Footage shot over recent months will allow 
him to update his film, bringing the story of our 
endeavours to a more definitive conclusion by including 
our most recent fieldwork. 

One of our lasting memories will be that it is funny 
how, when visitors asked where the main shaft to the mine 
was and were informed that they were standing above a 
720 feet deep hole, they suddenly appeared to tread very 
lightly on the bomb-proof concrete cap installed by the 
National Park Authority in the 1970s. Another was the 
strange arm movements that ensued when certain 
members of the team were attempting to explain to the 
public how a beam engine worked. 

The extensive original paperwork for the High Rake 
Mining Company held in the Sheffield Archives, which 
comprises detailed account books, shareholders records 
and hundreds of letters and other papers, have been 
perused by members of the team and are still being 
researched. Much is being learnt not only about how the 
mine was built and run, and the machinery that was used, 
but also about the people involved. One of the most 
exciting parts of the project is the opportunity raised for 
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combining the archaeological findings with the historic 
archive. This has allowed confirmation of some facts 
recorded in the surviving documents but also revealed 
other things such as the presence of a cobbled coal yard, 
the reuse of the capstan platform for a gin engine, the 
presence of a horse-drawn crusher, and strange atypical 
features on the dressing floor, that were not even hinted at 
in the written archives. Conversely, the detailed records 
allow flesh to be put on dry archaeological bones. 
Sometimes we can not only say what month of what year 
something was installed, but name who built, delivered, 
installed and used it. There were surprises: the wife of 
one of the project team was a descendant of the mine 
blacksmith! Much has been learnt about Sims engine 
house design. In other cases, the excavation has raised 
more questions than it has given answers: for example, we 
now know that the winding engine, which was bought 
second hand from Magpie Mine in 1847, was of relatively 
unusual type and was entirely within its house rather than 
having a beam on a bob wall. However, alternative 
explanations are having to be sought for what superficially 
looks like the supports for a narrow winding drum for the 
flat ropes that we know from the accounts were is use. A 
drum here would face in entirely the wrong direction but 
the accounts are clear that it was the main shaft that was in 
use for extraction. Was the structure outside the engine 
house for gearing attached to a horizontally-set drum 
nearby, or alternatively something to do with the 
documented roll-crushers? 

All these aspects of the mine's history and 
archaeology will eventually be brought together in a 
detailed report in a future issue of Mining History. For the 
small number of the team involved in making publication 
possible, this is where the hard work starts. Usually, it is 
estimated that there is over double the hours in writing up 
an archaeological project than taken up by the fieldwork! 
This said, we are determined you will not have to wait 16 
years, although we ask you to be patient as it will be 3-5 
years before the full report is ready. Another way of 
looking at this is that we did about 95 days fieldwork 
work over the 8 years, allowing for extra days and long 
break during the foot and mouth outbreak- 190 days still 
to do on the writing up sounds a lot easier!? A summary, 
which introduces the site, has already been prepared for 
publication, to be included as a chapter in a book being 
prepared by residents of Great Huck low on the lead 
mining heritage in the parish with advice from various 
members of PDMHS. This will hopefully be published 
within the next few months. High Rake will also be 
included by them in a mine heritage trail round local 
mines, which also takes in Milldam Mine and Silence 
Mine. 

At this, the conclusion of the fieldwork side of the 
project, may we take this opportunity to collectively thank 
all those members of PDMHS and others that have been 
involved over the years for all ofthcir hard work, 
enthusiasm, determination and high spirits, sometimes in 
the face of adversity and a certain degree of thinking that 
we were delving into a 'bottomless pit' when excavating 
the pumping engine house. Many others have provided 
valuable advice and support (although we decided against 
Terry's suggestion that to fill it back in would be for the 
best). 



The farmer of adjacent land, Mr Dennis Collier of 
Poyntoncross House, who has always shown a keen 
interest in what we were doing, kindly allowed space on 
his land for the storage of the equipment used on the 
excavation. 

Thanks are also extended to the Peak District 
National Park Authority for permission to work at the site, 
this being one of the few properties they own (given to 
them in the 1970s when nobody else wanted it), and for 
their generous grants towards interpretation and making 
the site safe for visitors. 

This funding came via the Sustainable Development 
Fund, the Vision Project, the Lead Rakes Project and the 
Cultural Heritage Team Grants Scheme. Derbyshire 
County Council also contributed towards the project via 
Councillors Tracy Critchlow and Judith Twigg under the 
Derbyshire County Council Leadership Scheme. Furniss 
Brothers kindly gave materials for consolidation. The 
staff of Sheffield Archives, including one who became 
part of the Project team, have always been most helpful in 
providing access to their records. 

Now that the project fieldwork has drawn to its 
conclusion, the conservation team has moved to pastures 
new. The chosen site is at Silence Mine to the east of 
Great Hucklow, located amongst trees on the steep hillside 
adjacent to the Eyam/Grindlow Liberty boundary. The 
ruins here were briefly reported in 2002, in the 
Observations and Discoveries 3 in the PDMHS Newsletter 
103. This excavation is being undertaken for the Silence 
Heritage Site group from Great Hucklow, Grindlow and 
Foolow, who manage the land here recently acquired by 
the local community. As well as safeguarding its 
ecological values, the Group is keen to learn more about 
the historic and archaeological interests on site and have 
them conserved and interpreted. Thus, they invited the 
PDMHS Conservation Team to carry out archaeological 
and conservation work here and are kindly making a 
financial contribution to PDMHS, which is to go towards 
the costs of the new project. Initial excavations have 
commenced and have already uncovered parts of the stone 
foundations of the engine house and boiler house of what 
we assume was a horizontal steam engine. A very curious 
underground chamber, provisionally thought to be for a 
winding drum or angle bob, is also being revealed. The 
team will meet, as usual, on the first Saturday of the 
month and Society members are most welcome. 
John Barnatt and Chris Heathcote, on behalf of the High 
Rake Team 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
l. Clipstone Coll iery, Nottinghamshire 

I have only just discovered that there is an 
Application for Listed Building Consent to demolish this 
structure. Clearly this is likely to succeed if no group 
comes forward to take the site over in the usual way. 

One boring, old-fashioned way of getting a 
committee together is to ask existing bodies to "Appoint a 
Representative". I would be most grateful if you would 
discuss this at your next committee meeting. I know that 
support for colliery museums is at a low level and that 
there is some hostility to the idea within Clipstone. 

I would also be most grateful for any information 
you have on "Surplus Relics" relating to coal mining. For 
example, there is a steam winder at Derby Industrial 
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Muse um. How much more stuff is there lying around in 
odd places ? In the circumstances I am mainly interested 
in the NCB era rather than the "Ye Olde Coale Pittes" 
approach. 
Paul Gibbons, Wingfield Station, Oakerthorpe, 
ALFRETON, DE 55 7 LJ 

2. More about ceramic cones 
Another addition to the debate relating to the 

question of ceramic cones that was recently raised by Dr 
Trevor Ford is that the ceramic articles are pyrometric 
cones. 

These cones are pyrometric devices that are used to 
gauge the heatwork during the firing of ceramic materials. 
The cones are positioned in a kiln with the wares to be 
fired and provide a visual indication of when the wares 
have reached a required state of maturity, a combination 
of time and temperature. 

Further information on Pyrometric Cones is to be 
found on:- http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyrmetric cone 
Sue & Pete Westmacott 

TRAINING CO-ORDINATOR'S NOTES 

Papplewick Pumping Station "Experience Steam" 
Have you ever dreamed of driving a magnificent 

steam beam engine, or do you know someone whose 
ambition has always been to be at the controls of such a 
steam engine? 

If so, then a one day programme, "Experience Steam 
at Papplewick Pumping Station" is just for you. Only one 
date, Friday 19th September, remains available in 2008 
and the group size is strictly limited to IO places. Phone to 
check places remaining. 

As well as helping to stoke the hand fired Lancashire 
boilers, you will also get the opportunity to drive one of 
the original twin beam engines that were built by James 
Watt & Co in 1884. 

You will also enjoy a guided tour around the 
Pumping Station including a behind the scenes look at 
areas not generally accessible to the public. Lunch and 
refreshments will be provided and you will receive 
complimentary membership of the Papplewick 
Association which gives you free unlimited access on 
weekly open days and to weekend steaming events for a 
whole year. 

The outline of the Programme and Timetable are:-
09.00 Coffee, welcome and safety briefing 
09.30 Introductory Tour 
10.15 Workshop 1 - Lancashire Boilers 
11.30 Coffee 
11.45 Workshop 2 - Steam Beam Engines 13 .00 
Lunch 
14.00 Workshop 3 - The Unby Winder 
15.00 Visit to original underground reservoir 
16.30 Tea 
16.45 Presentation of Certificates 
17 .00 Departure 
The aim of the workshop activities is to afford you 

the opportunity to enjoy a unique hands-on experience. All 
workshop activities are led by experienced volunteers. 
The nature of the day requires all participants to heed 
carefully the instructions of our instructors at all times to 
ensure the safety of all concerned. 



You arc advised to wear comfortable old clothing 
and stout shoes. Participants must be over I 8yrs and 
moderately fit to take part. 

Tuition will be in small groups. Each group will 
work on a carousel basis to enable all participants to cover 
the three main workshop activities and enjoy the broadest 
range of experience possible on the day. 

Cost: £85 per person. 
For booking form/further details, contact Papplewick 

Pumping Station. Tel: 0115-9632938. 

TRAINING CO-ORDINATOR'S NOTES. 
Training in mine exploration encompasses a wide 

range of topics, from personal equipment required, 
through ladder/ line, SRT and much in between. 

lam planning a couple of training meets, one aimed 
at our newer novice members and one for members who 
would like to progress from exploring non-vertical mines, 
to mines involving ladder/line and SRT 

More training meets can be arranged on request. 

Derbyshire Mine and Cave Trips 
To those active Society members who have perhaps 

run out of ideas of places to visit, you are welcome to 
contact Paul Chandler, who has a wealth of local 
knowledge and surveys of most of the mines and caves in 
Derbyshire and surrounding counties. Additionally, Paul 
has information on mines and caves further afield, such as 
the Yorkshire Dales, South Wales, Mendips and other 
areas. 

Leaders for NAMHO 2009 Conference hosted by 
PDMHS 

More Leaders and Assistants have come forward, 
with many thanks to the following Society members who 
have offered to lead, either surface or underground or both 
meets. They are Chris Heathcote, Dave Williams, John 
Wilmot (Op Mole) and Derbyshire Caving Club members. 
However, more Society members are required to either 
lead meets or to act as meet assistants. Offers to either 
Paul Chandler or Tony Wood. 

Mine Exploration Equipment Hire 
I have a limited number of helmets, cap lamps and 

belts available for hire. Also a selection of oversuits 
(pvc/nylon), kneepads and wetsuit trousers available for 
hire. List available. Contact Paul Chandler with your 
requirements. 
Tel: 01246-220773 or Mobile: 07908-607513 or 
Email: pautchandler3@btinternet.com regarding above 
items. 
Paul Chandler PDMHS Training Co-ordinator 

8TH INTERNATIONAL MINING HISTORY 
CONGRESS 

The 8th International Mining History Congress is to 
be held at Redruth, Cornwall in June 2009 - on the 
weekend before the NAMHO event in Matlock. 

All of the details that we have so far can be found at 
www.ex.ac.uk/histoiy/irnhc/index.htrn 

We expect that many of the overseas visitors to the 
IMHC event will move on to Derbyshire and we will try 
to provide arrangements to help them do so. 
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Please let me know if you have any problems using 
the site - but we will be up-dating it as the year goes on. 
Dr. Roger Burt, Research Fellow, History Department, 
University of Exeter, Devon, EX4 4RJ 
Email:- R.Burt@ex.ac.uk 
Tel:- +44 (0)1392 851410 (Horne) 

NOTES ON THE MINING HERITAGE WALKS 
The mining heritage walks are a great way of getting 

out into the countryside to meet new members and old 
friends. 

Further details on the walks can be found in the 
latest version of Lead Mining in The Peak District by 
Rieuwerts and Ford. 

The "after walk" buffets are optional and cost 
between £1.50 and £3.00 

To book on any of the walks, or to make any 
enquiries, contact Tony Wood, Tel: - Horne 01629 650162, 
Mobile 07971318825 or Martin Long - 0796977480. 

SOCIETY MEETS 
Mining Heritage walk - Fritchley Sough 

Tuesday 15 July 2008 
Leader: Martin Long 
Meet at 7.00prn at the Crich market place (SK 

350,542) 
A walk from the once important mining and 

quarrying area ofCrich along public footpaths following 
the route of the sough to the tail at Fritchley. 

Food afterwards will be at the Cliff Inn, Crich 
For details contact Martin Long. Tel:- 0796 9774801 

Mining Heritage walk - Crom ford Canal and Meerbrook 
Sough 

Tuesday 29 July 2008 
Leader: Martin Long 
Meet at 7.00prn at Whatstandwcll on the 85035 

road, adjacent to the Crornford canal (SK 332,544). 
Easy walk along the canal, visiting Meerbrook 

Sough tail and Lea Wood Pump House. 
Optional Buffet at the Derwent Hotel, 

Whatstandwell 
For details contact Martin Long. Tel:- 0796 977480 I 

Mining Heritage walk - Middleton by Wirksworth 
Tuesday 12 August 2008 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet at 7 .OOprn at the Rising Sun, Middleton 
A walk over Middleton Moor to take a look at the 

sites ofBondog Hole and Welshman's Venture Mines, 
walking back along part of the former High Peak Railway. 

Optional buffet afterwards at the Rising Sun 
Middleton 

Clayton Mine. Ecton 
Saturday 23 August 2008 
Leader: John Barnatt 
This is an easy grade but quite long trip into this 

impressive mine. Wear oversuit/boilersuit. Helmet and 
appropriate lighting are essential. The water in the 
entrance level is often just over Wellington depth. 

The trip will concentrate on the history/archaeology 
of the mine. The pipeworkings above adit level will be 



explored, but the 'Cascades' link to Chadwick Mine will 
be excluded. 

The party size is restricted and a donation of £2 per 
person for the Ecton Mines Educational Trust will be 
requested. To book your place, meeting time/place -
contact John Barnatt. Tel: 01298 77923. 

Mining Heritage walk - Magpie Mine 
Tuesday 26 August 2008 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet at 7. OOpm at the Cock & Pullet Inn 
A chance for new and old members alike to visit this 

magnificent mine and hear the story of its long and 
fascinating history. A nice way to bring to an end the 
summer season of guided walks. 

Optional Buffet afterwards at the Cock & Pullet, 
Sheldon. 

Society visit to Papplewick Pumping Station. Ravenshead. 
Notts 

Wednesday 3 September 2008 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Enjoy an evening guided tour around the pumping 

station and grounds. The visit will last about 11/2 hours. 
Cost £3.50 per person. Party size not limited, but if party 
size is less than 15, cost will rise slightly. 

The Pumping Station will NOT be in steam for our 
visit. 

Papplewick Pumping Station is Britain's finest 
working Victorian water pumping station. The site has 
recently undergone extensive restoration and once again 
stands proud as a spectacular example of Victorian 
craftsmanship. 

It boasts a range of original features including an 
ornate Engine House, ornamental Cooling Pond and a 
Boiler House complete with six Lancashire boilers, all set 
amidst formal landscaped grounds. 

The Engine House is home to the original twin beam 
engines, built by James Watt and Co. in 1884, and is of 
special interest for its outstanding combination of 
Victorian engineering and artistic design. Visitors are 
taken aback by the sheer splendour of the stained glass 
windows, elaborately decorated columns and polished 
mahogany and brass work. 

Designed as a statement of Victorian flair and pride, 
it is hard to believe today that the site was never intended 
to be seen by the general public. 

There are other attractions on site. On Steaming 
Event Dates the twin James Watt beam engines are run. 
Please phone or visit website for details. 

For more information, please visit website at 
www.papplewickpumpingstation.co.uk 

To book your place on the guided tour, meeting 
time/place, and directions, contact Paul Chandler. Tel: 
01246-220773 or email: paulchandler3@btinternet.com 

Last date for place bookings is 1st August. 

Mouldridge Mine. Pikehall. Dcrbys 
Tuesday 9 September 2008 
Evening meet 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
This meet is aimed specifically at newer novice 

Society members. Instruction on mine hazards, natural and 
man-made features, route finding (including the 
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interpretation of mine surveys) and other topics will be 
given. 

It is an easy grade dry trip. Old clothes or boilersuit, 
boots or wellies, helmet and caplamp required. Party size 
limited to 6. 

To book your place/meeting time and 
location,contact Paul Chandler PDMHS Training 
Coordinator. 

North Wales Mines Weekend 
Friday 12 to Sunday 14 September 2008 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Provisional programme: 

Saturday - Penarth Slate Mine 
Sunday - a choice between Cumbrian Slate Mine 

or Milwr Tunnel 
The accommodation base will be at Llangollen. 

Further details will be given in the next newsletter. 

Devonshire Cavern. Matlock Bath 
Sunday 28 September 2008 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Basic training in ladder and lifeline and Single Rope 

Techiques will be undertaken. 
All day session. Easy grade dry trip. Oversuit or 

boilersuit suitable. Technical equipment will be provided, 
but if you have any SRT equipment, please bring it along. 
Bring packed lunch and drink. Numbers limited to 4 . To 
book your place, meeting time/place contact Paul 
Chandler (PDMHS Training Co-ordinator). 

Note: As a follow up, "Speleo Vertical", a training 
DVD which features both ladder work and SRT will be 
shown over two evenings as part of the Society Winter 
Meets Programme. 

Mining Heritage Walk - Carsington Pastures 
Sunday 12 October 
Leader: Mick Roberts 
This is a chance for people who could not attend the 

previous walk led by Mick to take a walk over the 
Pastures, to take a look at the mines in that area. 

Details will be published in the next newsletter. 

3. Deep Ecton Mine and Salts Level, Ecton 
Sunday 30 November 2008 
Leader: John Bamatt 
This is an easy grade trip into this spectacular mine, 

but you need to be relatively fit for the ladderway. Wear 
oversuit or boilersuit. Helmet, appropriate lighting and 
cows tails are essential. Wellingtons are recommended as 
some passages are wet underfoot. The trip will concentrate 
on the history/archaeology of the mine. Entry will be via 
Deep Ecton Level and after exploring the chambers etc, 
exit will be via the ladderway ( 120 feet of fixed ladders) 
to Salts Level. 

The party size is restricted and a donation of £2 per 
person for the Ecton Mines Educational Trust will be 
requested. To book your place, meeting time/place -
contact John Bamatt. Tel: 01298 77923. 

HERITAGE OPEN DAY 2008 - MAGPIE MINE. 
13 SEPTEMBER 2008 

The Society is again taking part in the nationwide 
Heritage Day event that is held each September. As last 
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year, we have decided to open a site for just one day, in 
order that volunteers who help at this event, have a chance 
to visit other participating sites, which arc open over the 
weekend. This proposal was popular with our volunteers 
last year. l have, therefore, registered PDMI IS to open 
Magpie Mine for one day. 

Last year we returned to Magpie mine for our open 
day and this not only proved popular with our volunteers, 
but very popular with the public, including the local bull 
which joined one of Tony Wood's tours. We were pleased 
with the attendances throughout the day and so we will 
repeat the event this year. 

The 2008 event will take place at Magpie Mine from 
12.00 noon until 5.00pm on Saturday 13th September 
2008. 

As organizer of this event for the last few years, I 
would like to thank all who have helped me in the 
organisation and running the event over the time we have 
been involved in Heritage Open Days. I am well aware of 
the time our members give up to help run this event. I am 
therefore looking for volunteers to man the site this 
coming September. Anyone who wants to come along to 
help will be most welcome, the manpower I particularly 
need arc: Guides, Car Parking Attendants, helpers in the 
cottage to dispense tea, coffee and biscuits etc. Don't 
worry if you haven't been involved before as instructions 
will be given, come along and join in an important Society 
event. New members will be particularly welcome to sec 
how the Society operates one of these events and meet 
other members. 

Of course all members will be made welcome on the 
day, whether helping or not. Guided tours of the si te will 
be available, together with tea and biscuits. In addition 
there will be the opportunity will be available for a good 
old fashioned chin-wag on matters mining or otherwise. 

If you can help in anyway, please contact Paul 
Smith, 71 St Norbert Drive, Kirk Hallam, llkeston, 
Derbyshire, DE7 4EF. Tel: 0115 9301169. Email: 
paulbosweddcn@ntlworld,com 
Paul Smith 

WEBSITES OF INTEREST TO MINE EXPLORERS 
www.aditnow.co.uk 

www.minc-explorer.co.uk 

Paul Chandler 

COPY FOR THE OCTOBER 2008 EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 3 September 2008. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
SWADLINCOTE, DE 12 8NA. 

Tcl:-01283 713315 
E Mail:- ncwslcttcr@pdmhs.com 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
LTD 

Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee 

Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, 
The Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 

MATLOCK, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR 
Tel: 01269 583834 

SOCIETY WEB SITES 
Society: www.pdmhs.com 

Museum: www.pcakmincs.co.uk 

The contents of this Newsletter arc in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided that 
due acknowledgment is made of the source. 

Opinions expressed in this publication arc those 
of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinion of the Society. Copy submitted for publication 
is not checked by the editor for accuracy. 
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