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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

12 Oct Surface walk 

14 Oct U/G Meet 

22 Oct Bannote event 

28 Oct U/G Meet 

12 Nov Film Show 

18 Nov U/G Meet 

22 Nov A GM/Dinner 

23 Nov U/G Meet 

26Nov Film Show 

30Nov U/G Meet 

2 Dec U/G Meet 

10 Dec Film Show 

14 Dec Surface Walk 

l Jan Mystery Event 

4 Jan Surface Walk 

TO ALL MEMBERS 
Notice is hereby given that the Thirty Fourth 

Annual General Meeting of the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Ltd will be held at 6.00pm on 
Saturday 22 November 2008 at the Peak District 
Mining Museum, The Pavilion, Matlock Bath, 
Derbyshire. 

The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the 
meeting. 
By Order 
NG Nix 
Hon Secretary 

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 
As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 

Association of the Company, the following Directors 
will retire at the AGM: 

The Hon Secretary 
The Hon Editor 
Two ordinary members 

The Committee that was elected at the Thirty 
Third AGM, which was held on Saturday 
24 November 2007, is as follows: 

Chainnan Mrs M Luff 
Deputy Chainnan Mr A Wood 
Hon Secretary Mr D Weston* 
Hon Treasurer Mrs E Dixon 
Hon Recorder Mrs K Harvey* 
Hon Editor Dr R Shaw* 
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Ordinary Members 
Mr P Harvey + .... 
Mr K Gregory+ 
MrDWebb 
MrMLong 
Mr P Coates 
MrDWebb 

Those whose names are marked* are retiring as 
required by the Articles of Association and are 
eligible for re-election. Those whose names are 
marked+ are retiring and are not eligible for re
election. 

Fully paid up Members of the Society, who are 
aged 18 years and over, are invited to nominate 
members of the Society (who are themselves fully 
paid up members and who have consented to 
nomination) for the vacant posts on the Committee. 

Nominations are required for the positions of: 
Hon Treasurer 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
Two Ordinary Members 

A nomination fonn is enclosed with this Newsletter 
for you to use. Any nomination will be accepted 
provided that it is in the fonnat prescribed. All 
nominations must be received by Mr D Weston (Hon 
Secretary) by 7 November 2008. Proof of postage 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 

All nominations should be accompanied by a 
brief written resume that will be included in the 



Agenda of the AGM if a ballot is required to elect 
Directors. 

To save on postage costs, nominations for the 
Committee may be sent with Annual Dinner 
bookings to Mr K Gregory, 3 Cobden Road, 
MATLOCK, Derbyshire, DE4 3JR. 
D Weston 
Hon Secretary 

AGM AND ANNUAL DINNER 2008 
The 2008 AGM and Annual Dinner will be held 

on Saturday, 22nd November. The AGM will be held 
at the Peak District Mining Museum and the Dinner 
will be held at The New Bath Hotel, Matlock Bath. 

The AGM will be proceeded by a number of 
short presentations. 

The hotel is situated just off the A6, past the 
church on the Crom ford side of the Peak District 
Mining Museum. 

There is the opportunity to stay overnight at a 
discounted rate as a result of our booking. Members 
will be expected to make their own reservations. 
Residents may use the "New Bath" or plunge pool 
with its thermal water supply. 

Ample parking is available next to the hotel. 
Details of the meal will be published later in the year 
as usual. For more information on the New Bath the 
telephone number is 01629 583454 and the website 
is www.brook-hotels.co.uk 
Keith Gregory 

2008 BARMOTE EVENT 
This year the Barmote Event will take place on 

Wednesday 22 October 2008 at the Peak District 
Mining Museum, Matlock Bath. The guest speaker 
will be Andy Pollock, Head Ranger for Derbyshire 
County Council's Countryside Services, and he will 
talk about the Cromford and High Peak Railway. 
Also speaking will be John Bamatt, Archaeologist, 
who will discus the findings at the Society's dig at 
High Rake Mine, Windmill and the latest dig at 
Silence Mine near Foolow. 

Refreshments will be provided at the museum. 
All new members will receive their own invitation to 
the event. All other members intending to attend the 
event should contact the museum for a reservation. 
Tel: 01629 583834 or email mail@peakmines.co.uk. 
The museum will be closed to the general public for 
the day and there will be an opportunity to tour both 
the museum and Temple Mine. 
Robin Hall 

COAL MINE FATALITY 
On Friday 18 July 2008, shortly after entering 

the shaft of a former coal mine near Edinburgh on 
Friday 18 July 2008, a man became unconscious due 
to lack of oxygen in the atmosphere. Although the 
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emergency services rescued him, he died in hospital 
on Sunday 20 July 2008. 

Former coal mines, with their associated shafts 
and adits, are inherently dangerous environments and 
entry to these places should be totally avoided. 

Coal mine workings often contain atmospheres 
which have very little oxygen and if encountering 
such, will kill people very quickly after entering. 
Mines may also contain flammable gas which could 
explode, causing tragic consequences to anyone 
within the mine workings. 

There are numerous other hazards associated 
with old coal mines, including collapses of ground. 
The Coal Authority emphasises that these places are 
extremely dangerous and should be avoided at all 
times. 

The Coal Authority is the public body which 
deals with surface hazards arising from past coal 
mining activities, such as ground collapses, open 
mine entries, water and gas emissions from mines 
and spontaneous combustion of coal. Their 
emergency call out service deals with these incidents 
on a 24 hour basis every day of the year. Upon 
receiving a report of a coal mining hazard, they will 
arrange for the situation to be made safe and 
remediate those hazards for which we have 
responsibility. 

The Coal Authority has asked NAM HO 
members to report any open coal mine entrances they 
may find as part of their mining research work. The 
report should be made to the emergency telephone 
response service given below. The line is manned 24 
hours a day. 

To report a surface hazard, Tel: 01623 646 333 
The Coal Authority, 200 Lichfield Lane, 

Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, NG 18 4RG 
Members are reminded of these hazards in coal 

mines. They should contact the 24 hour number if 
they find a coal mine site that is a particular hazard 
to the public. 

A copy of this notice will be posted on the 
NAMHO website in due course. 
Nigel Dibben 

NAMHO 2009 CONFERENCE 
This conference will be hosted by PDMHS. 

Tony Wood and myself are organising the Meets 
Programme. This will comprise both surface walks 
and underground trips. 

There will be a comprehensive list of surface 
walks and underground trips with both lasting for a 
full or half day. The range of trips will cater for all 
abilities. 

To those Society members who have offered to 
lead surface and/or underground meets, we now need 
you to make contact with either Tony or myself, so 
that the training for both planned walks and 
underground trips can take place. Training will also 



i .. 

include "enjoyable revision in Mining History" for 
the walk route or mine to be visited. The training will 
be for both walk and mine leaders and, to a lesser 
extent, assistants on both walks and mine trips. 

The following Society members have offered to 
lead surface walks and/or underground trips; Brian 
Spencer, Anthony Botham, Peter Greaves, Richard 
Shaw, PB Coates and Ashley Birch. 

Society members Chris Heathcote and Dave 
Williams are leading two surface walks. More 
Society members are required, to either lead meets or 
to act as meet assistants. Offers please to either Tony 
Wood or myself. 
Paul Chandler 

LEAD MINING RECORDS 
I have in my keep private books which belonged 

to my Great Uncle Samuel Joseph Sheldon who was 
Barmaster for Crich Liberty in the late 1890s into the 
1900s and Deputy Barmaster from 1877 to 
Wirksworth Soke & Wapentake. 

In one of the books I have a record of a mine 
called Hard Rake situated on The Cliffe side from a 
post marked BP to a fence north of The Glory Vein in 
the Manor of Crich. 

S J Sheldon was in the process of putting 
George Cooper Drabble and Edward Percy Drabble 
of Matlock Mineral Merchants in charge of the Hard 
Rake following the Derbyshire mining custom of 
taking away the mine from another "For Want of 
Workmanship" . 

His jurymen were Thomas Brookes of 
Middleton of my kin and James Goodall also of my 
allied kin. In other sections of the book he carried out 
the same duty where the witnesses to his deed as 
members of The Grand Jury are Jospeh Evans who 
was my wife's Great Grandfather and John F Doxey 
who is of my family ... 

Great Uncle S J Sheldon owned Golconda 
Upper and Nether Mines along with Chariot Chance 
and Tenement Mines, which in 1915 he sold to 
George Henry Key. Also, S J owned Snake Mine 
Hopton Wood. His brother-in-law, my Great 
Grandfather Joseph Walker, a Master Stonemason 
and Building Contractor, owning a part share in 
Snake (2/24'h, S J Sheldon owning 22/24'h. Before the 
1880s others of my kin, namely James Brace and 
John Lee and Charles Knowles had shares in Snake. 
S J Sheldon was also General Manager at Bradwell 
Mineral Works. Part of the works are the quarry 
opposite Middleton Top Cycle Hire Depot. He shared 
a narrow gauge tramway with my wife,s and my 
Birley families who owned a quarry above my Killer 
family quarry .. 

Having viewed Glory Mine on your Crich 
Tramway allied site I thought you may find this 
information of some use. There are other references 
to Glory Mine, plus the fact that Peter Bowne, who 
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was General Manager at The Butterley Company 
Quarry, Hilts Quarry at Crich, and who was 
mentioned in S J Sheldon's book, also became a 
partner with John Shaw at Middle Peak Quarry. John 
Shaw being the great nephew of my 4 times 
Grandmother Anne Hoades nee Shaw. John's brother, 
William Shaw, was also my mothers allied kin. 
Stuart G Flint 

NEW MEMBERS 
The following were elected to membership of 

the Society at a recent Council Meeting:
p W King, STOURBRIDGE 
C Morgan, WARRINGTON 
S M Alsop, North Victoria, AUSTRALIA 
C Jackson, DERBY 
Mr & Mrs J Hardy, MATLOCK 
J Langdon, BAKEWELL 
Mr & Mrs R Halford, DERBY 
D Boyer, STOCKPORT 
D Stimpson, STEVENAGE 
Mr & Mrs A Felski, WAKEFIELD 
D Curry and Family, BAKEWELL 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Snailbeach Lead Mine. Shropshire edited by 

Adrian J Pearce. 2008. Published by Shropshire 
Mines Trust Ltd I Peter Burgess. l 72pp ISBN 978-0-
9556081-2-4. Cost £9.00 plus £1.50 p&p payable to 
Shropshire Mines Trust Ltd. Available from Mike 
Moore, 53 Vineyard Drive, NEWPORT, Shropshire 
TFlO 7DF. 

The Shropshire Mines Trust is to be 
congratulated on presenting this new book which will 
appeal to both mining enthusiasts and a more general 
readership. Although the book is not targeted 
primarily at mining historians, personally I found it 
highly informative, and it added significantly to my 
knowledge of this important mine. The principal 
purpose of this new volume, I suggest, is to further 
increase general awareness of this important mining 
site for both specialists and the wider public, and in 
that aim I have no doubt it will succeed. 

The book presents the geology and history of the 
mine and associated mining and ore processing 
features in the initial chapters. Sections covering 
living and working conditions and the George's Shaft 
disaster of 1895 provide some well-written elements 
of human interest. 

Two chapters describe mine tours over the 
surface and underground. The self-guided surface 
tour is accompanied by a detailed plan giving clear 
indications of the routes to follow. The underground 
'tour' is a level by level description of those parts of 
the workings that are currently accessible. 

Exploration of the mine requires prior 
arrangement, and a competence in vertical caving 



techniques such as SRT apart from in the limited area 
opened for the general public from time to time. 

The history and description of the Snailbeach 
District Railway (1877-1959) is covered in a further 
chapter. The line from Pontesbury, about three miles 
in length, carried ore from the mine, and roadstonc 
from open pits. 

The book is heavily illustrated, including 
various views both current and historical, 
photographs of structures and other surface remains, 
a mine plan, various pictures of locomotives, track 
and rolling-stock on the mineral railway, some 
excellent underground views, a surface layout plan, 
and a number of meticulous line drawings by the late 
Malcolm Newton. There is a bibliography running to 
several pages which will be of use to mine historians, 
and a glossary of mining terms. 

It was a pleasure to be asked to publish this 
volume. The text and illustrations presented to me 
were of excellent quality, and it required little effort 
on my part to collate the documents into the final 
product. 
Peter Burgess 

CANCELLED MEET 
The planned visit to Papplewick Pumping 

Station, Ravenshead, Notts had to be cancelled, due 
to insufficient interest from Society members. I 
would like to thank those Society members who had 
booked onto this trip. 
Paul Chandler 

MIDWEEK WALKS AND UNDERGROUND 
MEETS. 

A small group of Society members meet, 
mostly on a fortnightly basis on a Wednesday, for 
walks and occasional cave and mine meets in 
Derbyshire/Staffs etc. This informal group was 
started early in 2008 thanks to the technology of 
email. This form of communication is both instant, 
cheap (free?) and environmentally friendly! The 
walks arranged cover all terrains in the White and 
Dark Peak of Derbyshire and are mainly between 6 
and 8 miles in length. Longer walks could be an 
option in the future. Underground trips are mostly 
suitable for novices/less experienced explorers and 
equipment can be provided if required. The meets 
arranged are both interesting and enjoyable, a sense 
of humour is vital! 

Are you interested in joining our group? Then 
contact us by email or phone for details of our next 
meet. A warm welcome awaits. 

Contact: Paul Chandler 
Email:paulchandler3@btintemet.com or 
Tel : 01246 220773. 
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ACCESS ARRANGEMENT - DREAM HOLE 
AND FOX HOLE, WIRKSWORTH 

Cavers and mine explorers wishing to visit 
either of these part mined/part natural underground 
sites near Wirksworth are requested to make a 
courtesy call to the farmer, Peter Ward, IN 
ADVANCE of their visit to ask for permission. His 
telephone number is 01629 825842. 
Niki Adlam-Stiles 

SOCIETY MEETS 

l. Carsington Pastures Heritage Walk 
Sunday 12 October 2008 
Leader: Mick Roberts 
Meet l 0.30am near the Miners Arms 
This is a chance for people who could not attend 

the previous walk that was led by Mick to walk over 
the Pastures and to take a look at the mines in that 
area. 

The walk will visit the sites of the Great Rake 
Mine, White Rake, Old and New Town Head Mines, 
passing the Kings Chair and the old windmill. There 
is also a short walk along the disused High Peak 
Trail, passing Harborough Rocks and the Bees Nest 
Sand Pit, Brassington. 

Optional buffet afterwards at the Miners Arms, 
Brassington. 

For further details contact Mick. Tel: 01246 
234451 . 

2. Clatterway Level, Bonsall 
Tuesday 14 October 2008 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Meet 7.00pm at Bonsall village car park, next to 

playing field. 
Three possible trips are on offer at this meet. 

The choice depends on the level of experience. 
There are two through trips involving ladder/rope 
work, plus an adit trip, in and out the same way. 

Trip details are as follows: 
Adit trip - Easy grade, suitable for novices. 

Small entrance, followed by undulating passage, 
walking, stooping and crawling. Dry, but can be 
muddy. Party size not limited, no need to book. 

Adit to Adit trip - Moderate grade, not suitable 
for novices. Narrow upper entrance, leads shortly to 
narrow pitch Sm to Intermediate Level. Follow level 
short distance, until Second pitch of 3.5m is reached. 
At bottom of Second pitch, you are in mine complex, 
which eventually brings you out at Lower entrance. 

Lower to Upper entrance trip - reversal of 
above. First and Second pitches will be rigged with 
ladders, lifeline/abseil ropes (Not SRT). Party size 
limited. 

Equipment required: Adit trip and Adit to Adit 
1rin. - Over suit or Boiler suit, Kneepads (advised), 



Helmet and Cap-Lamp. Hand held torch not suitable. 
Contact Paul Chandler as party size restrictred. 

Tel: 01246 220773 or 
Email: paulchandler3@btinternet.com 

3. Great Masson Cavern, Matlock Bath 
Tuesday 28 October 2008 
Leaders: Paul Chandler and Tony Wood 
Meet 1 O.OOam at the Peak District Mining 

Museum, Matlock Bath. 
This is the ever popular extensive part natural, 

part mined complex. There are large and impressive 
natural caverns full of interest, from very early 
"woodpecker" pick working to hand picked coffin 
levels and relatively modern mining artefacts. It is 
interesting from both the geological and 
mineralization perspective. It is both a leisurely and 
a sporting meet. For the leisurely trip wear oversuit, 
boiler suit or old clothes, helmet and cap-lamp, 
although torch would suffice. Knee pads advisable 
for the sporting trip. 

For further infonnation see "Lead Mining in the 
Peak District", edited by TD Ford & J H Rieuwerts 
(2000 edition). 

Thanks to Heights of Abraham for allowing 
access to the Masson system, via the Show Cave. 

4. Deep Dark and Dusty - the Story of Bath Stone, 
its Quarries and Quarrymen 

Wednesday 12 November 2008 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Venue: Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock 

Bath. 
Time: 7.00pm 
This is a unique opportunity for Society 

members and guests to see this film. A performance 
license has been granted by MVP Video Services, the 
producers of the film, to show this film for One 
Evening Only. 

The following description is taken from the 
video case insert: "Allow us to take you on a unique 
tour of the fascinating story of Bath stone. Witness 
sights that have never been seen and some that will 
probably never be seen again as we unravel the 
hidden history beneath the rolling hills of Wiltshire 
and Northeast Somerset. From the Roman Empire to 
the high-tech world as we know it today, prepare to 
be amazed at how this glorious golden stone has 
been extracted. Learn how the incredible 
achievements of great pioneers such as Ralph Allen 
and Isambard Kingdom Brunel were influenced by 
Bath stone and its quarries. Discover the importance 
of the quarries throughout the two World Wars. See 
where vital ammunition was stored and where the 
nation's treasures were safely housed while London 
was in the grip of the blitz. View the work of today's 
quarrymen and see how the stone is used in the 
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modern world. This video contains exclusive footage 
of some amazing underground places. For almost 2 
hours, enjoy discovering Bath stone and its quarries 
and see how they were used to shape the history of 
our country." 

This film will be of interest for those Society 
members who attended the Bath Freestone Quarries 
(Stone Mines) trip in March this year. 

Persons attending this film show will be able to 
both Deep Dark and Dusty and Lifting the Lid on 
Box Hill Central Ammunition Depot Tunnel Quarry 
Corsham, both on DVD, at a substantially discounted 
pnce. 

5. Pretoria Chert Mine. Bakewell 
Tuesday 18 November 2008 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet: 7.00pm at the lay by near Lady Manners 

School at the top of Bakewell. 
This is an opportunity for members to visit this 

splendid mine and see some of the best underground 
walling in Derbyshire. 

The party size is limited - book your place with 
Tony Wood. Tel: 07891276668 or Email 
wtonywO l@aol.com 

Optional Buffet afterwards at the Flying 
Childers [nn, Stanton in the Peak. 

6. Youd's Level. Matlock Bath 
Sunday 23 November 2008 
Leaders: Matt and Nikki Adlam-Stiles 
Grade: Moderate/Difficult. Experienced 

mine/cave explorers only. All day trip. Trip 
highlights; the longest coffin level in Derbyshire, 
1200ft (365m) in length, with mine artefacts and 
inscriptions. If time and energy permit, we will visit 
the Overseer Shaft Chamber, to see the famous 
drawing of the Overseer and further inscriptions -
note that access to this chamber is via two, wet flat
out squeezes. Priority will be given to members who 
had booked onto the trip scheduled for 
5 August last year which had to be cancelled, and, 
secondly, to those who have not visited the level 
before. 

For further information, see PDMHS Bulletin 
Vol 8, No2. 

Party size limited. 
To book your place, and for further details, 

contact Niki. Tel: 07958 356554. 

7. Speleo Vertical P8 (Jackpot) and miscellaneous 
Derbyshre locations 

Wednesday 26 November 
Organizer: Paul Chandler 
Venue: Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock 

Bath 
Meet 7.00pm - Duration about 2hrs 



The first film will be Speleo Vertical , a training 
film dealing with vertical caving techniques. 
Tonight, we shall cover the basics, including ropes, 
knots, harnesses, lifelines, ladders and other topics. It 
will be of interest to both novice and experienced 
mine/cave explorers alike. The concluding part of 
Speleo Vertical, dealing with SRT will be shown on 
I 0 December. 

The copy of Speleo Vertical has been purchased 
by the Society and is available for loan to Society 
members. Also available for loan from the Society is 
SRT Getting Started. 

The second film compliments the first by 
showing both ladder and rope work in the cave 
system of P8 (Jackpot) at Perryfoot, near Castleton. 

A small miscellany of films concludes this 
even mg. 

8. Deep Ecton Mine 
Sunday 30 November 2008 
Leader: John Barnatt 
This is an easy grade trip into this spectacular 

mine, but you need to be relatively fit for the 
ladderway. Wear oversuit or boilersuit. Helmet, 
appropriate lighting and cows tails are essential. 
Wellingtons are recommended as some passages are 
wet underfoot. The trip will concentrate on the 
history/archaeology of the mine. Entry will be via 
Deep Ecton Level and after exploring the chambers 
etc, exit will be via the laddcrway ( 120 feet of fixed 
ladders) to Salts Level. 

The party size is restricted and a donation of £2 
per person for the Ecton Mines Educational Trust 
will be requested. 

To book your place, meeting time/place -
contact John Barnatt. Tel: 01298 77923. 

9. Ashford Black Marble Mine-Rookery Mine 
Tuesday 2 December 2008 
Leaders: Paul Chandler and Tony Wood 
This evening meet is another opportunity to 

visit this popular Derbyshire mine. It is quite 
extensive, easy to explore and totally different to a 
Derbyshire Lead mine. 

The grade is easy and it is generally dry. With 
mostly walking size passages it is an ideal novice 
trip, but of interest to experienced mine explorers. 
Evening trip. Party size is limited. 

Reference: Derbyshire Black Marble by J M 
Tomlinson (PDMHS Special Publication No 4, 
1996). 

To book your place(s), further details etc, 
contact Paul Chandler. Tel: 01246 220773 or Email: 
paulchandler3@btinternet.com 

I 0. Film Evening - Speleo vertical and Alum Pot. 
York's Dales 

Wednesday 10 December 
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Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Venue: Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock 

Bath 
Meet 7.00pm - Duration 2hrs approx 
This is the concluding part of "Speleo Vertical" 

dealing with all aspects of SRT (Single Rope 
Techniques). It is of interest to both novice and 
experienced mine/cave explorers. The second film 
compliments the first film by showing SRT 
techniques being used in the popular Yorkshire Dales 
cave/pothole system of Alum Pot, Near Horton-in
Ribblesdale This film is subject to confirmation and 
may be replaced by a similar film 

11. Middleton Moor Heritage Walk 
Sunday 14 December 2008 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet I 0.30am at the Middleton Top Car Park 
This is a walk over Middleton Moor to look at 

the sites of Hill Top Mine, Samuel Mine, the Blacks 
Rakes, Thumper Sitch and Snake Mine. Snake Mine 
is particularly interesting because of the D shape 
winding shaft and the remains of gin circle. From 
Snake Mine we will walk back over the moor and 
back onto the High Peak Trail near to Tntake Quarry 
and then back to the car park. 

Optional buffet will be available at the Risi ng 
Sun, Middleton afterwards the meet. 

12. New Years Day Special 
Thursday 1 January 2009 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet l 0.30am at the Peak District Mining 

Museum, Matlock Bath 
After a gap last year, this is a welcome return of 

the New Years Day Meet. This year there will be a 
choice of either a walk or an underground trip, 
depending on the weather. 

Two possibilities are: a walk in the Ashover 
Area or Mouldridge Mine, Pikehall or open to offers 
on the day. Bring both usual walking gear and basic 
underground gear; ie helmet, cap-lamp, 
oversuit/boilersuit, etc. Bring packed lunch and 
drink. Optional pub drink available. 

13. Yatestoop Mine Heritage Walk 
Sunday 4 January 2009 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet: I 0.30am in the car park at the bottom end 

of Winster, near the school. 
A full day's walk looking at the famous 

Yatestoop Mine at Winster. 
From the presumed site of the founder shaft 

sunk in 1702, the course of the vein northwards will 
be followed visiting the s ites of the Climbing Shaft, 
Old Bess Shaft, the North Forefield Shaft and 
looking at the course of Yatestoop Sough. On the 



return route the Coaling Shaft and the tail of Winster 
Sough will be visited. 

Optional Buffet will be available at the Miners 
Standard, Winster. 

SUMMER WALKS PROGRAM 2008 
This year's series of evening walks have been a 

resounding success, with a good response to all 
meets. As meets coordinator I would like to say a big 
"thank you" to all those people who have attended. 
Also many thanks to the following people for their 
input in leading some of the walks, John Barnatt, 
Adam Russell, Jim Alder, Paul Chandler, Mick 
Roberts and Martin Long. 

The autumn and winter program will commence 
shortly with walks, illustrated talks and underground 
visits. 
Tony Wood 

WATERSAW MINE 
Members of the Institute of Materials, Minerals 

and Mining recently visited Watersaw Mine courtesy 
of Glebe Mines Ltd. The visit was hosted by Richard 
Ellis, Exploration Geologist, and Rob Ridley, Mine 
Manager. 

Access to the mine is via an adit descending to 
about 1 OOm below ground. 

Richard Ellis gave an explanation of the 
working of the mine and explained how extraction 
has progressed from the opening of the mine. 

Watersaw Mine is within the Derbyshire Dome, 
a carboniferous limestone mass. The fluorspar 
metallisation is mostly found on the eastern side of 
the Dome. Its deposits are within a fissure vein 
system and are restricted strategically to the visean 
limestone of the carboniferous system. The workable 
veins are l OOm long, extending vertically with the 
width ranging from l .5- l 2m. The veins contain 
varying proportions of fluorite, baryte, calcite and 
galena. Sub-level stoping is 
employed to extract the mineral. 

Six men work in the mine and 
produce up to 30,000 tonne of 
Calcium Fluoride per annum. 

Abstract from Materials World by 
I J Brown 

SHAFT ON HORSESTEAD 
MINE, TADDINGTON AT SK 
14330 71573 

Further visits by myself (Steve Thompson) had 
confirmed the unusual and interesting nature of the 
shaft at the Western end of the enclosed and wooded 
"belland ground" at the site. The shaft was in a 
dangerous condition, with what appeared to be a 
recently collapsed cover of corrugated iron and 
rotted timbers covered by rocks, some of which were 
rather large and overhanging the shaft. The depth 
was plumbed at 26.5 metres (87 feet). Finally, on one 
Sunday, I decided that it was time to approach the 
landowner for permission to stabilise, explore and 
record, then cap the shaft. 

In one of those remarkable coincidences that 
make life such a joy, as I approached the Queen's 
Arms in Taddington that very evening, on my way to 
a good meal, a nephew of the landowner came up to 
me and said "Steve, do you know anyone who caps 
shafts?" I'm sure you can guess which shaft he was 
referring to!!! Within five minutes I was speaking 
on the phone to Mark Hodgkinson, the farmer 
concerned, and the arrangements for another 
Conservation Team project were made. 

The first stage in the work was to make safe and 
stabilise the shaft top. A triangle of ropes rigged 
around three trees ensured we could clip in for safety 
while working. Very large rocks overhung the top of 
the shaft and these were carefully removed as we 
excavated down to create a flat area at the ginging 
top on which we could place a temporary cap. This 
used a substantial steel pipe and a length of angle 
iron, two strong boards and some large stones. We 
had excavated below the present rocky surface to a 
mineral layer which may represent ground level 
when the mine was working. 

This excavation confirmed the unusual shape of 
the ginged upper portion of the shaft. It is rectangular 
in shape, with sharp right-angled corners. It 
measures 0.82 by 0.58 metres, and the long axis of 
the shaft is within four degrees of due East/West. 

An early examination of 
surface remains at Horsestead 
Mine was reported in 
"Observations and Discoveries -
Part 23" contained in Newsletter 
No. 124, October 2007. This article 
noted two shafts at the site, one of 
which has recently been 
investigated in more detail. 

Ginging from below supported by stemples on three sides 
and solid limestone on the fourth side 
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Our next visit was to descend and survey the 
shaft: it was a very rapid operation as we had chosen 
an utterly foul day. The shaft was measured as 26.3 
metres, (86 feet) deep - we had removed about one 
foot of ground in our earlier excavations. The 
ginging extends to a depth of nine metres and is of 
extraordinarily fine workmanship. The upper part of 
the shaft is sunk in the Upper Miller's Dale Lava 
(Farey's "2nd Toadstone"); examination of large 
scale geological maps indicate that the lava extends 
to a depth of approximately 8 metres in the shaft, 
consistent with the extent of the ginging. There were 
no workings leading from the bottom of the shaft, 
but these may exist at a greater depth, below the 
present infill. 

The photograph shows the ginging from below. 
It is supported on three sides by substantial limestone 
stemples and on the south by a shelf of solid 
limestone. The largest stemple is on the North side, it 
is approximately 1.2 metres long, 450mm high and 
I 30mm thick. 

Our final visit was for one more descent to 
photograph details of the ginging, and then to cap the 
shaft in such a way that its special features may be 
viewed and admired. The shaft has been covered 
with a galvanised grille 1 metre by 2 metres, so as to 
spread any loads well away from the ginging. The 
edges of the grille have been covered by dry-stone 
work which retains the rocky layer we dug through. 
The grille used is the lightest grade of British 
Standard walkway grille, but calculation of 
permissible loadings over the rather short spans 
involved confirm that it meets the design criteria, 
which are basically that it can support the weight of 
half a cow. Until cows master the art of walking on 
two legs this should be perfectly adequate. 

And so the job was finished in time for lunch. In 
the afternoon we departed to another site to seek yet 
more "Observations and Discoveries". 

The following are thanked for their 
contributions to this very successful project. 
Initial Excavation and Temporary Capping: John 
Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Phil! Shaw and Steve 
Thompson. 
Descent and Initial Survey: Alan Keen, S Thompson, 
Dave Harley and Adam Spillane of SUSS. 
Finding and Transporting the Grill: Keith and Janet 
Gregory, Mave and Mike Luff, Steve Thompson and 
Terry Worthington. 
Photography and Capping: John Barnatt, Chris 
Heathcote, Adam Russell, Phil Shaw, Steve 
Thompson and Dave Williams. 
The Farmer: Mr Mark Hodgkinson, for his 
permission and co-operation, and numerous 
members of the Taddington community for their 
help, especially in supplying good ale and food to 
members of the project team. 
Steve Thompson 
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PEAK DISTRICT MINES OBSERVATIONS 
AND DISCOVERIES - PART 27 

I. Lead Mining Remains in Thie Wood. Ible. 
Derbyshire, SK 2535 5670 to SK 2580 5645 

On the steep northern side of the Via Gellia, 
amongst dense and in parts scrub-covered woodland 
running eastwards from the dolerite quarry close to ' 
the side road to Ible and extending to a point east of 
a shallow side valley north of the entrance to Marks 
Dale, there are more extensive lead mining remains 
than a previously published account and the 
geological map would suggest. 

A brief inspection found a number of open, 
small diameter, ginged shafts (at least 15), all 
presumably quite shallow (but most with no bottom 
in sight). Some, but not all, have associated hillocks. 
While in places the intact hillocks and hollows 
follow recognisable lines along several veins, in 
other cases distribution is so dense that hillocks 
merge into each other over relatively wide areas. 
Some shafts are very close together and presumably 
on different veins to each other. Most of the veins are 
roughly parallel and trend SE/NW. Amongst the 
mined ground there are a number of ruined coes 

' mostly very dilapidated but some quite large, at least 
two run-in levels, and a stone lined huddle on one 
hillock top at the daletop. 

Roger Flindall and Andy Hayes published a 
brief account of these mines in 1971 but gave no 
mine names nor history (Mining History, Vol. 4.6, 
page 443). They note one site in the shallow valley, 
much as it is today, with a run in level with visible 
walling at its entrance and a nearby large but ruined 
coe; from the size of the associated hillock they 
estimated the level may have once been about 500 
foot long. Nearby, at a somewhat lower level is an 
even larger hillock with two coes and presumed run
in shafts. Near the western end of mines, close to the 
valley floor, they note the Ible Adit, which was still 
open (not inspected in 2008), and ended at a forefield 
after 50 feet. Further up the slope to the north-east 
they noted another run in level. This, which they 
estimated from the large hillock, may have been 
700ft long. 

The names recorded for mines in the general 
vicinity of the shallow valley include Foxholes, 
Chance Level and Potosi Level (Jim Rieuwerts pers. 
comm.), but exactly where each was in not known. 

It must be stressed that there is no public 
footpath through the woodland where most of the 
mining is to be found, and that it is dangerous to 
enter this. Even in winter, there a number of 
uncapped shaft tops which are only visible as small 
holes in the rough vegetation. In summer some may 
well fully disappear from view. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote and Phil 
Shaw. 



2. Stream Tunnel near Countess Cliff Farm, 
Harpur Hill, Buxton, Derbyshire SK 056 708 

Photographs of two very similar stooping sized 
tunnel portals, each with arched tops, were passed on 
to John Barnatt by Frank Emerson, who was 
wondering where they could be located. The 
photographs came from a series in the Buxton Lime 
Firms Company (later LC.I) papers, for which Frank 
is the archivist. Other photographs include collieries 
in the Axe Edge and Whaley Bridge areas. 

At first it was assumed that the tunnel entrances 
must also have been at a local coal mine or related 
sough. But, these were eliminated from the enquiries, 
as the photographs did not fit with any recorded 
sites. Nobody we showed the photographs to 
recognised the entrances and even the Northern 
Pennines was considered out of desperation as local 
mine-related sites were discounted; the location 
remained a mystery until recently. 

On a visit to the impressive gour pools situated 
in the bottom of the deep limestone-valley, at the 
'upstream' southerly continuation of Ferneydale to 
the east of Countess Cliff Farm, one of the tunnel 
entrances was discovered. This turned out to be the 
northern of two, and lay at the southern end of the 
gours. These atypical gours, not normally found at 
surface in Britain, have formed where highly lime
rich water seeps from under the massive adjacent 
quarry waste heap. The other portal is located further 
up the dale and the brick-built tunnel between the 
two is approximately 150-200 yards in length. 

Examining the position and character of the 
tunnel, it is clear that the quarrying company built 
this to allow the tipping of waste stone across the 
dale bottom. Today a wet-weather stream that rises 
further up the valley flows beneath the foot of the 
massive tip via the tunnel. The exact date of its 
construction remains unknown at present, but is 
likely to be in the late 19th century or early 20th 
century. The Ordnance Survey 25 inch to a mile map 
of 1898 shows the tip had not covered the whole 
width of the valley bottom by this date, but the 
possibility that the tunnel was constructed several 
years in advance should not be discounted. 

Present: Chris Heathcote and Phil Shaw (and 
John Barnatt on a subsequent photographic trip). 

3. Possible Mine Road to Mam Engine Shaft, 
Oden (Odin) Mine, Derbyshire, SK 1275 8330 to SK 
1300 8330 

There is what may be a 'mine road' on the 
southern flank of Mam Tor leading sinuously up to 
Mam Engine Shaft from the now disused main road. 
The latter is the old 1812 turnpike, which lower 
down the hill was abandoned several decades ago 
because it kept collapsing where it crossed the 
unstable ground of the Mam Tor landslip. The 
miners' route probably joined the turnpike 
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somewhere opposite to, or further east from, the 
access road to the Blue John Mine (formerly 
Waterhull or Waterhole Pipe). It must have risen 
westwards up at a gradual gradient, but its line is not 
certain here. However, at a point where it traverses 
above the top end of a shallow but wide stream gully 
there is a well-defined trackway terraced into the 
slope. Just above are the two obvious shale spoil 
mounds at shafts on Oden Vein, known as the Blue 
Hillocks, which lie close to the centre of this parcel 
of land. Beyond the hillocks the old road levels out 
to follow the contour, where it disappears from view, 
before crossing a shallow gully on a visible terrace 
and fading out of view in close proximity to the 
robbed hillocks below the lidded Mam Engine Shaft. 
It disappears at the point it passes through a break in 
a pre- 19th century field boundary bank and ditch that 
run approximately parallel to, but a few metres away 
from, the present field wall that runs alongside the 
hillock. This is one of several such earthworks in the 
general area, which indicate the southern flank of 
Mam Tor was enclosed into fields before the present 
field layout was defined by walls (here by the early 
19th century at latest). A second branch of the 
trackway route crosses the gully further downstream 
and this lower 'road' can be traced beyond the hillock 
running to where it eventually comes back to the line 
of the old turnpike road. 

The trackways described above may well have 
been created for non-mining purposes as there are 
intermittent traces of other old terraced trackways 
and hollow-ways beyond Mam Engine, heading up 
to Mam Nick, as well as the one noted that returns 
down to the turnpike. However, whatever the 
original type of use, that the old routeway passes 
close to the mining features may well mean that they 
were used by miners. It does not seem very likely 
that the postulated 'mine road' was built to join the 
turnpike sometime after 1812 as it seems improbable 
that the engine shaft would have been actively used 
at this date. All ore mined in the Castleton Liberty 
was presumably brought out of the mine using the 
underground Oden Cartgate from the middle of the 
18th century when this was driven. Thus, it seems 
more likely that the old surface road is earlier, once 
continuing down into the Hope Valley, perhaps on a 
more direct but now lost route down the landslip 
zone. Looking at the topography, it would have run 
north of the Oden opencut, and then perhaps turned 
to pass the coes and dressing plant outside the main 
entrance to the mine. One possibility is that it was 
originally used or constructed when the Mam Engine 
Shaft was being sunk, thought to have happened 
sometime in the first half of the 18th century. Shaft 
sinking equipment and materials could have been 
transported along it, as could lead ore subsequently 
raised from this area of Oden Mine. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote and Phil 
Shaw. 



If you have information on any of the sites 
noted or would like to contribute to future issues of 
this series of notes, please contact: Chris Heathcote, 
15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, High Peak, 
Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822) or John Barnatt, 
21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, Derbys, SK 17 7EQ. 
Tel: 01298 77923, e-mail 
john.barnatt@btinternet.com 

MASSON CAVING GROUP- 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

Masson Caving Group was originally founded 
in April 1979 by a small number of local cavers 
based around Matlock Bath. Almost 30 years later it 
is still going strong, and the Group is pleased to 
invite all current members, ex members, friends, 
family and associates to a weekend get-together to 
celebrate 30 years of successful caving. The 
weekend get-together will be held from Friday 8 
May to Sunday 10 May 2009 at the Dalesbridge 
Centre, Austwick, North Yorkshire. 

Activities planned include an informal campsite 
barbeque on Friday night, a social evening with a 3 
course sit down dinner on Saturday night, plus 
caving and walking activities over the weekend. 

Accommodation is available in the Dalesbridge 
bunkhouses or campsite, and prices per person are 
listed below (includes 2 nights accommodation and 
the Saturday night meal/social) 

Alternatively, arrange your own B&B locally 
and just pay to attend the Saturday night meal/social. 

Accommodation 

~ 
Bunkhouse 
Camping 
Caravan/Camper 

Price per 
person 

£36 
£18 
£20 - Electric hook 

up and awning 
at extra cost 

All costs include 2 nights in chosen 
accommodation and the Saturday night meal and 
social 
Own accommodation £10 - Social and meal only 

It promises to be a very enjoyable weekend 
offering a chance to catch up or get acquainted with 
Masson members past and present, reminisce over 
the Club's 30 year history, and get involved in some 
outdoor activity in the fantastic setting of North 
Yorkshire. 

To book your place, or for more information, 
contact Amanda Clements. Tel: 01724 345029 or E
mail: amandaclements2000@yahoo.co.uk. 
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COPY FOR THE JANUARY 2009 EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 3 December 2008. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, DE 12 8NA. 

Tel:- 01283 713315 
E Mail:- newsletter@pdmhs.com 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
LTD 

Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, 
The Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 

MATLOCK, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR 
Tel: 01269 583834 

SOCIETY WEB SITES 
Society: www.pdmhs.com 

Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided that 
due acknowledgment is made of the source. 

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of 
the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion 
of the Society. Copy submitted for publication is not 
checked by the editor for accuracy. 



Peak District Mines Historical Society Limited 

Statement of Financial Activities for the Period Ended 31 March 2008 

RP- TTnrP- Tnt~I Tnt~I 

stricted stricted 2008 2007 
funds funds 

£ £ £ £ 
Incoming resources 

Subscriptions 8,333 8,333 8,255 
Admissions 38.291 38.291 35.772 
Shoo sales 39.113 39.113 37.417 
Donations 145 7.517 7.662 4.240 
Dinners 964 964 752 
Disolavs and projects 4,393 4,393 6,950 
Buildin!! societv interest 5.434 5.434 3.380 
Joint event with NMRS 151 1)1 
Amortisation of generator fund 30 30 35 
Grants 19.850 19.850 13.208 
Other income 100 100 150 

Garage rents 
329 329 464 

Total incoming resources 20,178 104,474 124,652 110,623 

Resources expended 

Charitable expenditure 
Subscriotions 104 104 74 
Disolavs and oroiects 5,575 6.308 11.883 10.292 
Mana!!ement and administration 14.450 58.285 72.735 70.579 
Joint event with NMR S 151 164 517 
Donation to Goodluck Preservation 500 500 
Dinners 1.000 1.000 1,084 
Purchases for resale 272577 272577 282264 

Total resources expended 20,178 94,138 114,316 110,293 

Movement in total funds for the period· 

Net income/( expenditure) for the 10,336 10,336 330 

There were no recognised gains or losses for 2008 or 2007 other than those included in the 
statement of financial activities. 

All incoming resources and resources expended derive from continuing 
activities. 
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Peak District Mines Historical Society Limited 

Fixed assets 

Tangible assets 

Current assets 

Stock 
Debtors and oreoavments 
Cash at bank and in hand 

Current liabilities 
Creditors and accruals 

Net current assets 

Total assets less current 
liabilities 

Unrestricted funds 
Revenue account 

Peak District Mining Museum 

Restricted funds 

Peak Mine award 
Generator fund 

Balance Sheet as at 31March2008 

100R 
£ £ 

32,594 

16,449 
7.060 

174,942 
198,451 

(18,766) 

179,685 

212,279 

64,437 

147,490 

200 
170 

212.297 

1007 
£ £ 

34,648 

15,746 
2.477 

1682496 
186,719 

(19,409) 

167,310 

201,958 

61,882 

139,676 

200 
200 

201,958 
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