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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2008/9 
If there is a cross in the box below, then you have not 

renewed your membership for the current year. Please 
renew now. 

The current membership rates are: 
Individual £19.00 

D Joint £21.00 
Family £23.00 
Institutional £25.00 

Subscriptions should be sent to: W J Taylor, 
Membership Secretary, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
Swadlincote, DE12 8NA. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Thirty Fourth Annual General Meeting of the 

Peak District Mines Historical Society was held in the 
Pump Room at The Peak District Mining Museum, The 
Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, on 
22 November 2008. 

The Directors' Report and the Accounts for the year 
ending 31 March 2008 were accepted. 

Chairman's Report 
Welcome to this AGM of the PDMHS. 
2008 has been a year of continued enthusiasm, 

dedication, expertise, hard work and support from the 
society members - old and new. 

Crich - the year has seen continued routine 
maintenance, especially to the headstocks, the shop roof has 
been refelted, museum area developed, and a complete 
electrical inspection carried out. A donated winch has been 
renovated and a new .beam fitted to the crusher circle. 

Visitor numbers and sales have increased during the 
summer. 

High Rake - this project is now complete, with 
interpretation boards in place. The Campaign to Protect 
Rural England awarded a commendation for this project in 
their Interpretation category. Congratulations to the team 
for achieving this award. A detailed account of the site will 
be published in due course. 

Silence - a formal agreement was made between 
PDMHS and the Silence Heritage Site group and work 
started in May. 

Magpie Field Centre - The dumped tyres were 
removed in the spring thanks to PDNPA Culture Heritage 
Funding and the area ranger. Visitors continue to enjoy the 
site and ramblers often stop for their picnic lunch. We 
welcomed booked visits from Sheffield Hallam University 
students on a design survey project, archaeologists from 
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Hinckley, Leicestershire and English Heritage - twice - a 
study tour and their protection team. 

Member use of the facilities has increased this year. 
Natural England has granted entry level stewardship 

status for the site and we hope to apply for the higher level 
scheme to provide funding for further site stabilisation and 
interpretation. 

Post and wire fencing to protect the stone walling is 
being done courtesy of PDNPA Environmental 
Enhancement Scheme. We acknowledge the help received 
from PDNPA personnel. 

Work on site tidying is ongoing. The top shed from the 
I 950's now clearly displays artefacts but outside painting 
this summer has been severely restricted by the weather. 

The Heritage Weekend event on 13 September hosted 
about 100 visitors on a fine day. 

The important Power to Magpie Fund appeal has 
recently started. Thank you to all contributors so far. 

Mining Museum - An important development this year 
is the link-up with the Tourist Information network and you 
will have seen the signage, revamped reception and shop 
area plus a touch screen and internet link. This has 
increased footfall to this area. 

Much hard work has been devoted to the Museum 
Accreditation application. This is a national standard laid 
down by MLA which examines our policies on Health & 
Safety, Acquisitions & Disposal, Good Housekeeping and 
Display Quality. The paperwork has just been submitted. 

Contact with local schools continues. They visit the 
Museum and grants have been received towards this 
outreach project to develop a "teachers pack". New schools 
are becoming involved. 

In May, the museum hosted a successful evening 
entitled "Lay Down the Law" which was sponsored by the 
MLAArchives Council through the Renaissance Project. 
The Barmote Event in October was also successful as we 
were entertained, well fed and encouraged to purchase a 
newly published mining book. 

Museum staff continue to attend training courses to 
update their knowledge. 

Recording - The sorting of books and maps is almost 
complete. After much research a suitable database has been 
found and funding is being sought. The current task is 
cataloguing photographs so do not be surprised if our 
recorder sidles up to you with photos requesting 
information! 

A standard recording system of all society artefacts is 
to be implemel).ted - a long term task. 



,.... 

Meets in 2008 - a varied and excellent programme of 
about 40 walks, talks and underground meets plus 4 away 
weekends have been very well attended and very 
successful. New leaders have emerged. 

The website goes from strength to strength. The web 
master reports a steady increase in traffic with more 
photographic and project progress contributions being 
submitted. 

Genuine visits to the site exceed the search engine 
visits. 

We are honoured to be invited by the British Library 
to archive the PDMHS website in their web preservation 
programme which represents aspects of UK documented 
heritage. This is an important and exciting opportunity and 
acknowledgement of the work of all contributors, 
researchers and document scanners to the website. The 
directors agreed to this and the archive web address is 
www.webarchive.org.uk. 

Whilst we appreciate that not all members are online, 
the website is an especially useful tool to notify us of, for 
example, meet changes and word soon gets around. 

Publications 
Bulletin - we welcome our new editor and look 

forward to the 17.1 edition. Please start or maintain your 
contributions of articles. 

It has been decided to produce a special publication 
celebrating our half century birthday next year, recording 
the development and highlights of your Society, so please 
look for details in the newsletter/website. 

Newsletter - After 20+ years of producing the 
newsletter Wes i:aylor wishes to retire. We express our 
sincere appreciation for his sterling work over the years. 
He will continue as membership secretary. 

Others - The end of2007 saw the launch of 
"Treatment of Disused Lead Mine Shafts - Guide to Good 
Practice" sponsored by several august bodies and 
contributions (time, text and photos) were made by several 
of our members. A copy is in the society library. 

Articles/Items about the society, projects and the 
museum have appeared in the Derby Evening Telegraph, 
PDNPA in house news letter, the September edition of 
Reflections (Derbyshire Lifestyle magazine) and on local 
radio. 

Membership - Potentially about 500 with 350 
renewed memberships addresses and 143 not yet renewed. 
Please note that prompt renewal reduces the 
administrative burden on your officers. 

Administration - As with any organisation, time 
consuming work continues behind the scenes by the 
directors to ensure that our legal and financial framework 
is sound. It is a very different world from 50 years ago. 
My thanks for the support of directors for these less 
exciting but necessary tasks. 

A request reached you earlier in the year about 
leaving a legacy to the society. Please consider this 
positively to reflect personal development and enjoyment 
reaped from your membership to help the continuation of 
the Society's aims and activities. 

2009 is an important milestone in the .history of the 
society - it is our 50th Birthday. The inaugural meeting of 
PDMHS took place at 3pm on 25 April 1959 in the 
Geology Department lecture theatre of Sheffield 
University. 
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A number of celebratory events will occur, in 
particular our hosting of the NAMHO Conference during 
the weekend 19-20 June. This Conference will be based in 
Matlock. A lot of work has already been done and more 
planning work is required. Of course, "many hands" will 
be required to make light work at the event itself. So 
please keep up to date with the news and join us at this 
event. 

Finally - This detailed report reflects a very active 
society. PDMHS is strong and well respected. My sincere 
thanks to ALL loyal members who have worked so hard 
throughout the year and to whom the society owes a great 
debt. I extend seasonal good wishes to all members and 
families. 
MaveLujf 

Election of Directors 
Following the election to fill the vacant posts, the 
Directors of the Society for 2008/9 are:-

Chairman Mrs M Luff 
Deputy Chairman A Wood 
Hon Secretary D Weston 
Hon Treasurer Mrs E Dixon 
Hon Editor Dr R Shaw 
Hon Recorder 
Ordinary Members 

PRE AGM PRESENTATIONS 

K Harvey 
I Bunting 
PB Coates 
M Longe 
PPick 
PTumer 
DWebb 

It has become customary to have a series of small 
presentations prior to the AGM instead of an after - dinner 
speaker. This year the programme of presentations was:-

1. "Underground Archaeology of a selection of Peak 
District Mines" by Dr John Bamatt 

2. An illustrated visit to Bochum Mining Museum in 
Germany by Dave Wi lliams 

3. A video presentation on Ecton Mines by Dave 
Webb 

ANNUAL DINNER 
The Forty Eighth Annual Dinner of the Society was 

held at the New Bath Hotel, Matlock Bath on 22 
November 2008. 

Alan Mutter proposed Toasts to "The Queen" and 
"The Lord of the Field". Alan then proposed the toast to 
"The Society". 

Lynn Willies, on behalf of Trevor Ford, presented the 
Society Awards for 2009. These were:-

1. The Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines 
Conservation was awarded to Dave Webb for 
Conservation of Mining on Video. 

2. The Ford Award was awarded to Wes Taylor for 
his work as Editor of the Society's Newsletter for the last 
24 years. 

There was no formal presentation after the Dinner. 

NEW EDITOR FOR THE PDMHS NEWSLETTER 
After some 24 years I have decided that the 

Newsletter, which I have edited for almost I 00 editions, 
requires a new Editor. The Newsletter is, like the 



incumbent editor, getting tired and weary and requires a 
new leader.• 

My objective over this period of time has been to 
produce a Newsletter that is informative and easy to read. 
This is important because the Newsletter is the platform for 
communication between the Management of the Society 
and the members and between members themselves. In 
addition, I have succeeded in getting the Newsletter from 
the printers in time for posting to members at the planned 
time. 

There have been technical changes in the production 
of the Newsletter over the last 24 years. When I became 
editor the copy was typed using an old typewriter and then 
stuck onto the pages of the final layout of the Newsletter. 
These pages of copy had then to be taken to the printer. 
The layout was also extravagant in paper as everything was 
produced on single column layouts. 

Times have moved on and with development of word 
processors, followed by home computers, the whole 
process has been simplified. In addition, the facility of 
having two columns has increased the space available. 
Copy now goes to the printer on a Memory Stick. 

Throughout my editorial period I have endeavoured 
to keep things simple. Not for me the fancy "desk top 
publisher" programs which can be used to produce a series 
of formats which become jumbled together. There is a 
market for these products but not for simple society 
newsletters like ours. Similarly with colours. If colours 
were to be used in the Newsletter then the cost of printing 
500+ copies would be horrendous. As Editor I have to 
work to a budget and have, therefore, rejected these 
packages and deliberately kept the presentation simple. 

When I tendered my resignation I expected that there 
would be a period of time before someone was coerced to 
do the job. I was very pleased when Steve Thompson 
quickly agreed to take on the post of PDMHS Newsletter 
Editor. Steve has past experience of producing Newsletters 
and I am sure that you will all join me in welcoming Steve 
to this very important post within our Society. 

I thank everyone who has submitted the large amount 
of copy for the Newsletter over the years and my daughter 
who did the vital proof reading prior to printing. 

I would thank the Management Team for the help I 
have received over this time and for the thanks bestowed 
on me at the AGM. In addition, I thank the Awards 
Committee for choosing me for the Trevor Ford Award for 
2008 for my work associated with the publication of the 
Newsletter over the last 24 years. 
Wes Taylor 

OBITUARY 
1. Colin Oakman 
Members will be sorry to hear of the premature death 

from heart disease of Colin Oakman, an energetic member 
of the Society in the late l 970's. He did a M.Phil thesis on 
the Hydrogeology of the Wirksworth to Youlgrave Area 
under my supervision in 1978-9 and part of it was 
published in the PDMHS Bulletin (Vol 7, No 5, 1980). 

Subsequently, he did a PhD thesis at the University of 
Aberdeen on the Sedimcntology of the Carboniferous 
Limestone of the Wirksworth to Grangemill Area before 
entering the oil industry and finally running his own 
consultancy 
DrTDFord 
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2. Mick Cooper 
Mick Cooper recently passed away. He was a 
mineralologist at Nottingham Museum. He is noted for 
sorting out the Duke of Devonshire's mineral collection at 
Chatsworth House. 
Dr TD Ford 

2009 - THE SOCIETY'S SOTH ANNIVERSARY 
It has been decided that a commemorative publication 

be produced later in the year. The publication could include 
a list of:-

-founder members, chairmen, secretaries, treasurers, 
award winners etc. 

-projects undertaken with photos and synopses eg 
Stonedge Chimney, Wills Founder Engine, Millclose 
exploration, Magpie Mine, Temple Mine, Crich etc 

-book publications, videos etc. 
The book could also contain reference to relations 

with other organisations eg NAHMO - including three 
NAMHO conferences - NMRS, NPHT. 

25th & 40th celebrations of the Society etc, etc. 
This project will start in January 2009 and we ask for 

anecdotes, information about personalities/people and 
projects. 

The organising Sub Committee details have not yet 
been finalised but please go down memory lane, start 
writing and watch this space! 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 2009 
The conference is to be hosted by the Peak District 

Mines Historical Society and will commemorate the 50th 
Anniversary of PDMHS and the 30th Anniversary of 
NAMHO. It will be held at County Hall, Matlock on 19, 
20, 21and22 June 2009. 

The theme of the conference is "Archaeological 
Landscapes". 

Registration will be available at the Peak District 
Mining Museum throughout Friday until 5 pm and then at 
County Hall, Matlock. 

There is a reception on the Friday evening at County 
Hall which will include a welcome from the NAMHO 
chairman and the PDHMS chairman. Dr Jim Rieuwerts, a 
founder member of PDMHS, will talk about the early days 
of the Society. Dr John Bamatt will set the scene of the 
conference and finally there will be a dynamic 
underground photography presentation by Paul Deakin and 
John Humble. 

A series of lectures will be held at County Hall on 
Saturday and Sunday. A programme of underground trips 
and surface walks will take place on Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday. This will offer a diverse insight into 
archaeological landscapes in Derbyshire. Underground 
trips are of varying severity and will require suitable attire 
to be worn. There are also limited places on these trips. 

Details of the entire programme will be available 
soon on the PDHMS website, www.pdmhs.com. 

On the Friday and Saturday evenings, food will be 
available at County Hall together with bar facilities. On 
the Sunday evening a grand barbeque is to be held at 
Magpie Mine near Sheldon - the Society's field centre. 
If any one wishes accommodation details, I suggest they 
visit the website www.visitderbyshire.co.uk which has lots 
of relevant information. 



DOCUMENTS RECENTLY DEPOSITED AT THE 
DERBYSHIRE RECORDS OFFICE 

Stuart Flint of Wirksworth, assisted by Peter Naylor 
in the negotiations with Dr M O'Sullivan of the 
Derbyshire Record Office, recently deposited a number of 
documents at the Derbyshire Records Office in Matlock. 
These must be some of the more important records 
deposited at the Records Office in recent times. 

The documents deposited are: 
Payments Book 1859-1872 with attendances, 

drawings of money, etc 
Valuations lists for the Ashbourne Union for 

Middleton by Wirksworth 1901 
Samuel Sheldon's (Barmaster) Reckoning Book for 

ore measured 1875-1 888 
Diary kept by Luke Allsop, Barmaster at Crich, 

1860-1882 
Bannaster's Book of Gifts and Freeings, Manor of 

Crich 1900-1917 
Ditto 1900-1917 
Map XXIV 10 of Middleton by Wirksworth (This 

map is the OS 1 :2500 series 1900, PJN) 
Arithmetic exercise book by Nehemiah Doxey, 1844 
Reckoning Book, Alsop, Wirksworth Mines 1819-

1829 
The documents were evaluated by Dr Jim Rieuwerts 

prior to hand over to the Derbyshire Record Office. 
Peter Naylor 

COUNTRYSIDE AWARDS 2008 
On 18 November, representatives of the High Rake 

Mine Project Tea·m were delighted to accept a 
commendation in the Interpretation Category of this award 
by the Friends of the Peak District/CPRE. 

The photo shows Dave Williams, John Barnatt, Brian 
Woodall, Mave Luff (Society Chair) and Julia Bradbury -
TV presenter and President of the Friends of the Peak 
District. 

Congratulations to all involved. 
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HISTORICAL MINING DOCUMENT 
I have in my possession an original document of an 

agreement between the Proprietors and the Workmen 
employed on the Wenallt Seam at the No.1 Mercantile 
Coal Mine at Fforchdwm, Glamorgan, for "Cutting 
Prices". 

The document is dated May 9th, 1894, and although 
slightly "tatty", is perfectly legible and shows full details 
bearing the signatures of two Workmen's Representatives 
and that of the Manager, Mr Barnes. 

It was passed on to me by my late wife Mrs Jeanette 
Williams (nee Price) and one of the signatures belongs to 
her grandfather (or could be great-grandfather) Henry 
Price. 

I am wondering whether or not this document is of 
historical interest. I have excellent photostat copies of it, 
but am not prepared to allow the framed original to leave 
my hands. 

Also I am seeking further information regarding the 
history of this particular mine subsequent to 1896, when I 
understand mining was discontinued, according to an 
entry 
on the Internet under Peak District Mines Historical 
Society. 

I am confused, because my father-in-law, Richard 
Henry Price, ofTonna, Neath, has mentioned to me a 
number of times (so I believe) that he himself worked as a 
miner at that pit at some time during the first part of the 
20thCentury. Some information on this matter would be 
much appreciated even if the document is not of much 
interest. 

Would the person who recently sent me the e- mail relating 
to this article please contact me. 
Wes Taylor 
Newsletter Editor 

ECTON MINE ARTEFACTS - FACT OR FICTION 
The writer has been aware for many years of the 

possible survival of significant artefacts relating to Ecton 
Mine. A reference to one artefact of particular interest was 

recently brought to my 
attention again by a person 
whose family, like my 
own, have farmed and 
mined in the surrounding 
parishes for centuries. 

The above statement 
refers to a water wheel said 
to have been used at Ecton 
Mine and relocated outside 
the district where it 
powered a small mill for 
many years. 

That the water wheel 
exists is no longer in 
doubt. However, the 
provenance in the Ecton 
context is sti II uncertain, 
partly due to the wheel 
having been utilised in at 
least two locations from 
the original location. 
A recent inspection by the 
writer reveals that the 
wheel is of the undershot 



type, probably of mid 19th century design, consisting of a 
large di,ameter iron axle with a parallel keyway approx 4ft 
long to secure the cast iron spoke bosses to the axle. This 
simple practical innovation allows for a paddle width 
adjustment to meet water availability, and, therefore, the 
power requirements of the customer. Most of the 
metalwork has survived, but no wood. 

An 8ft diameter ring gear secured to the wheel shaft 
drives a pinion located on a countershaft fitted with a wide 
flat belt pulley. From this, the drive would have been 
transmitted to a diverse end use requirement. 

So how was this particular water wheel employed at 
Ecton? 

By elimination of the obvious, ie the wheel in the big 
chamber underground, and the impractical use of the river 
in this instance, the writer offers the following hypothesis. 

Given the large volume of water discharged from the 
inby end of Apes Tor sough to operate the big wheel 
alluded to above, and augmented by the pumped water 
raised and discharged via the Ecton adit portal, it is 
considered to be at least adequate to run a second 
undershot wheel at or near the outby end of the sough. 

Obviously all this water flowing along the sough 
would have created a serious inconvenience. This would 
have been addressed by boarding out a "false floor" above 
the sole of the mine. Extant evidence to support this can 
still be seen today. 

An artists "creation" of a water mill shown on a 
recently published book, "Ecton under the Duke" has no 
relevence whatever. 

As one thing often leads to another, an equally 
intriguing reference points to another possible Ecton 
survivor. 

The artefact is described as a "huge iron beam", said 
to have been part of a water lifting machine salvaged from 
the mine many years after final closure. 

If correct, this has to be a main component from the 
bucket engine contraption, known to have been replaced 
by the more efficient water wheel. 

The reason given for salvage is that the "iron beam" 
was utilised as a "king post", to support the roof timbers 
of a huge barn when converted to a dwelling, and 
incorporated into the timber staircase structure. 

The reference, "many years after closure'', requires 
further consideration. 

When the mine closed circa l 880's, no attempt was 
made to seal any of the adits or shafts. This situation 
persisted well into the Cox era when anyone was free to 
wander in and plunder at will. In fact the curiously named 
"Dutchman Level", that is neither Dutch, German or very 
old, was open until secured and gated by the writer and 
team in 1996, entirely at our own expense, as with our 
extensive shaft repair work three years ago. 

It is therefore quite feasible that this old "Lump of 
Iron" lay abandoned in the mine for decades, until rescued 
by enterprising locals with more "nouse" than money. 

A considerable amount of the writers time and effort 
has already been expended to establish even this tenuous 
link with Ecton. However, more tedious effort would be 
required to establish a definitive connection, and, given 
the present pedantic "set up", it would doubtless prove a 
total waste of time - once bitten twice shy as they say. 
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A number of artefacts related to the use of steam 
power noted by the writer many years ago are recorded for 
posterity. These are: 

1. The round end of a double rivetted steam engine 
boiler, utilised to catch rainwater from the roofofthe 
derelict farm recently demolished, near to Waterbank. 

2. A large square double rivetted tank, with flanged 
pipe stubs protruding said to be a "steam condensing 
receiver", lay around at the "engine house", probably 
since last used. This was also used as a water supply for 
stock. 

3. Four flanged cast iron pipes approx 4"dia x8ft 
long that can still be seen supporting the roof of an open 
sided shed at Westside, Hulme End. These are also said to 
have been salvaged from Waterbank. 

During our extensive shaft work alluded to above, 
much fascinating new evidence was discovered on the 
East Ecton steam pumping shaft that would elucidate the 
little known steam engine technology. However, due to 
problems of Ecton protocol at the time, further works and 
research was abandoned. 

In conclusion, some of the most interesting artefacts 
were discovered in situ, as placed by the "old man", 150 
years ago, in workings off the bottom of a 200ft shaft that 
we descended during our shaft repair work mentioned 
above. 

One item of particular interest, may be a large hand 
operated air pump, complete with 4"dia sheet metal 
ducting. 

Fortunately, a photographic and video record of the 
mine and contents was made that is, for the foreseeable 
future, probably unique, due to the present incumbents 
having had the shaft lids permanently welded shut. 

Too late, we have been there, got the video, and now 
all we need is the T shirt. 
Len Kirkham 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Peter Naylor GSC 

I have had to relinquish my title after 36 years of 
holding it but not using it except on rare occasions. 

My only son has no interest in it and he has no son to 
pass down to. So, after 320 years, this title will cease to 
be. 

The main reason I am doing this is to protect me 
from doubt and derision within the Society which is 
causing me considerable discomfort, especially from those 
who should know better. 

I will be keeping my Scottish landed interests and 
titles but without using them. 
Peter Naylor 

NEW MEMBERS 
Mr M & Mrs S Swindell & Family, MATLOCK 
Mr M & Mrs L Dixon, ASCOT 
J Gough, MATLOCK 
Mr EA & Mrs D M,Grace, BELPER 
Mr & Mrs C Monkhouse, BAKEWELL 
L Hand, BURTON ON TRENT 

MURDER AT MAGPIE 
I have just read your "Dying to Sin" novel (2007, 

paperback 2008, Harpur Collins) and much enjoyed it, as 
would also be so for the others in the Cooper and Fry 
series. As a mining historian and archaeologist with an 



especial interest in the Peak District sites, it was pleasing 
to sec Magpie Mine used in the denouement. As a "murder 
site" both it, and the Peak District Mines Historical 
Society who have their field centre there, have a wider 
involvement than you may know of already. 

First allow me to make a very minor criticism. It was 
not Comish Miners at Magpie who "did for" the three 
local Redsoil Mine men - the Comish episode at the mine 
came a few years later. In fact it was far worse as Cooper, 
if not Sergeant Fry, would appreciate. The main body of 
Magpie miners came from Eyam. A more strong criticism 
is of your (characters'?) view that the Mines Society 
members would not have noticed a grave dug in the spoil 
heaps there. They almost certainly would have: it was two 
Society members, part of a wide search for the Police by 
Derbyshire Cave Rescue, who spotted the site of the 
second of the early 1980s Cromford Murder victims. The 
body was buried in recent mining waste near Harp Edge 
between Matlock Bath and Cromford. This was after dogs 
had failed to locate the body, but to the members the spoil 
just did not look right for a mine tip. No doubt your plot 
would have coped anyway. 

Magpie itself was involved in a murder search, also 
in the 1980s, by Society members, again for Derbyshire 
Cave Rescue and the Police. This was the Taddington 
Dale murder, after which the perpetrator left some of the 
victim's clothing in a nearby rubbish dump at Rakey Piece 
at the lower end of Shelden village. The villain, already in 
custody, was known to have previously used shafts to 
dump stolen gear and we were asked to examine both the 
main Magpie Shaft and Hardrake Shaft. It is not normally 
permitted to descend Magpie Mine Shaft which then had 
gaps around the cage. The nearby Hardrake Shaft, in those 
days was huge and wide open at the top. Hopefully we 
would locate the handgun used. 

The Magpie was first fo be tackled, with examination 
from a winch chair of all the many ledges and openings 
down to water at sough level (595 feet depth). Then on to 
Hardrake, similarly down to water at about 220 feet. 
Neither descent found anything suspicious. Could we 
pump them out? Of course we could! Pumps came 
overnight - it is an emergency service for Cave Rescue 
and, twenty four hours later, Hardrake was dry, for the 
first time since the 1840s. All that was found were many 
large, black, polythene bags filled with disgusting remains 
of animals. Back to Magpie and a much bigger job. 

The shaft had to be cleared of dubiously supported 
debris, which took the best part of a week. However, we 
found so much corroded steel had collapsed it would take 
months to clear the shaft below water down to the full 
depth of720 feet. Then a brainwave - what about one of 
the submarine cameras used in the North Sea for oil 
pipelines. It was flown from a rig and sped by police 
drivers from Aberdeen, whilst an operator came in from 
the Isle of Man. Next day, not without difficulty, this was 
launched and twisted its way down through the debris past 
the climbing ladders and huge cast iron pumping pipes to 
the very bottom. Three hours of excruciatingly boring 
video film - a reddish fog with ghostly metalwork - and 
no useful result at all. The murder weapon was eventually 
found in a stream bank near Somercotes and the villain 
was convicted. But what a marvellous ten days for mine 
explorers! 
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I am enclosing a copy of one of our Bulletins, with 
Roger Flin<lall's article on Mines, Quarries and Murders in 
the Peak District. I hope you find it stimulating as mines 
can, obviously, be murderous places. Perhaps Edendale 
can be put on the map in the next edition! 

I am also sending this letter to our newsletter editor, 
so any members who are not already fans can also get to 
know and enjoy your books. 
Lynn Willies 

BOOK REVIEWS 
1. Lead Mining in Derbyshire: History, 

Development and Drainage. Volume 2. Millers Dale to 
Alport and Dovedale by J.H.Rieuwerts. Published by 
Landmark Publishing, Ashbourne. 2008. 142 pp. ISBN 
978-1-84306-344-5. Cost £25.00. 

This is the second instalment of Jim's planned three 
volume set, covering the middle part of the South Pennine 
Orefield. Like Volume I, it has been compiled as a result 
of many years field work coupled with a thorough 
investigation of a multitude of old documents in the 
Derbyshire Record Office, Sheffield Reference Library, 
Chatstworth House, the National Archives at Kew and 
other collections. It is fully illustrated with maps and 
diagrams and a selection of colour photographs by Paul 
Deakin. In particular, Jim has summarized the history of 
the well-known Hillocks and Knotlow Mines and the 
nearby long inaccessible Hubbadale Mine which ought to 
be a target for diggers to try to get in again. The complex 
history of Magpie and adjacent mines is well covered, and 
the opportunity has been taken to bring his record of the 
Lathkill Mines up to date. 

This a volume which should be on the shelf of 
anyone interested in lead mining in the Peak District. We 
look forward to what may well be a bumper Volume 3 in 
2009 with a coverage of the much mined areas ofWinster, 
Matlock, Wirksworth, Brassington, Ashover and Crich. 

NB Landmark Publishing have moved to The Oaks, 
Manor Fann Road West, Ashbourne DE6 IHD. Phone 
01335-347349. 
DrTDFord 

2. Cheltenham Stone by_Arthur J PRICE 
Cotteswold Naturalists' Field Club, Oxford. 2007. 
ii+I67pp, 124 figs (13 col). Softback, 170mm x 248mm. 
Cost: £ 12.99. ISBN 978-1-904530-08-7. 

In covering the history, mining techniques, what 
remains today and how the quarries at Whittington were 
explored, Arthur Price has filled a gap in the literature as 
there is little else of magnitude in print concerning mining 
in the Cotswold hills. The Cotswolds supplied the stone 
for building the spa town of Cheltenham, but in general 
little research has gone into the minor underground 
quarries involved in the extraction. It is pleasing to see 
that Cheltenham Stone. The Whittington Quarries has 
taken a great step forward in aiding our understanding of 
the region. 

With the Cheltenham building boom of the early 
1800s, the Whittington freestone quarries were extensive 
and described as 'well worthy of a visit' by passing tourists 
in 1845, but by the 1860s the mines were quiet and the 
entrances blocked up (though a few other sites continued 
working). In 1984 modem exploration began and present 
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day research methods were applied to digging and 
surveying. 

The book is divided into six chapters, the first three 
of which cover the mines in the days when they were 
worked: their social background and reason for existence, 
the quarries themselves through different periods of 
activity, and the men who worked there. The latter three 
detail the fieldwork (geology, surface features, exploration 
and the like), the artefacts found, and interpreting the 
workings to reveal the types of quarrying, the sequence of 
mining and the course of abandonment. Each section 
carries extensive references and (thankfully, as it is often 
missing or poorly done) a good index completes the book. 

Cheltenham Stone is well printed on a good quality 
paper; it is stacked with photographs, diagrams and 
surveys (which are clear and well produced) so that 
finding a double-page spread without an illustration is 
rare. This is, then, an attractive production that serves its 
purpose well and, in addition, is eminently readable - for 
example, technical terms are not avoided but are 
succinctly explained where a reader might not otherwise 
understand the story being revealed. 

I found the most interesting sections were those 
which cover the historical research about the men and how 
they laboured; in this, it is not a simple case of reading 
one chapter, for such details are scattered throughout the 
volume. For example, after the early chapters which are 
history orientated, later sections include such subjects as 
graffiti and, rather than merely recording its presence, 
details about what is known of the named people who left 
it. Frederick Wailer is one such person, who wrote his 
name while exploring in the 1860s. More importantly, in 
1864 surveyor Edward Trinder marked the end of a 
worked heading, enabling useful calculations to be made 
concerning the amount of stone removed. 

Copies are available from Bat Products and Moore 
Books or, in case of difficulty, from Jan Whitton, c/o 
Gloucestershire Geology Trust, The Tithe Barn Centre, 
Brockworth GL3 4QU (make Cheques for £12.99, inc 
p&p, payable to CNFC). If ordering from a bookshop, 
note that the old ten-digit ISBN in the book is incorrect (it 
has an extra o added to the check digit): the number given 
in this review has been corrected. 

Chris Howes 
Copyright material originally published in Descent 

(202), June 2008 and reprinted by permission of the 
author and Wild Places Publishing. Note that since this 
review first appeared, Bat Products has closed. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES - OBSERVATIONS AND 
DISCOVERIES - PART 28 

I. Dane. Danethorn and Mousetrap Collieries. north
east of Wildboarclough. Cheshire. Centred: SK 004 697 

The detailed archaeological recording of the coal 
mines at the top of the Dane valley and at Blackclough 
and Knotbury nearby, all working the Ringinglow Seam 
across an area of complex faulting, was this summer's 
'own-time' task for John Barnatt. This note reports the 
first phase of this fieldwork (with much left for next year), 
covering the mines in Cheshire to the west side of the 
River Dane. Specific aspects of these mines have been the 
subjects of previous notes in 2005 and 2007 (Notes 15. l 
and 15.2 in Newsletter 115 and Note 20.4 in Newsletter 
121). I now briefly describe all other surviving surface 
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features, while a fuller review of how these relate to the 
coal mining history and what was worked underground 
will, hopefully, be presented in due course in Mining 
History. This work will build on the previously published 
works by Dave Williams (Dane Bower Colliery, 
Wildboarclough, Bulletin PDMHS Volume 10. 2, 1987, 
pp. 125-28), John Leech (Coal Mining around Quarnford, 
Staffordshire Studies, Volume 8, l 996, pp. 66-95) and 
Anthony Borrow (Valley of the Wild Stream: A History of 
Wildboarclough' Elderberry Press, 2004 - for which Len 
Kirkham was a major contributor of information on the 
coal mining). 

The largest of the mines in the valley was Dane 
Colliery and this worked from at least the earlier 18th 
century into the first halfofthe 20th century. The most 
obvious and best known mine-related feature here is the 
fine square chimney just below the main road from 
Buxton to Congleton. This Scheduled structure has 
commonly been referred to in the past as being associated 
with an air shaft beneath it, and is designated as such. As 
recognised by Williams and subsequent authors this is not 
true, rather a flue leads down the steep valley side to the 
site of a steam engine. 

Below the chimney and slightly downstream, on flat 
ground close to the river, there is a former focal point for 
the colliery (SK 0093 6980). This was already here by 
about 1842 when it is named on the Ordnance Survey one 
inch to a mile map published in that year as 'Dane Bower 
Coal Wharf and was probably still in use in c. l 871 when 
the first edition of the 25 inch to a mile map was 
published. Here there are the very ruined remains of a 
rectangular building which once had a level leading from 
its back wall into the mine. Outside the building there is a 
large levelled working area. Close to the river, there is a 
hollow, with slight upcast heap to one side. While 
superficially this looks to be the entrance to an inclined 
level, this seems unlikely to be the case, for its entrance is 
too close to the river and thus access would have been a 
problem and there seems no reason why any level here 
would be inclined. 

Part way up the valley side is the site of the steam 
engine alluded to above (SK 0096 6987). Here there is a 
series large gritstone blocks, with fastening bolts, forming 
a long thin bed for what was almost certainly a horizontal 
winding engine (and/or a compressor). There are no 
visible foundations for an engine house nor associated 
boiler house and, given that the Ordnance Survey map of 
1871 shows a building, these are very likely to have been 
timber framed. The engine must have been used over a 
protracted period, as there is a very large ash heap on the 
downslope side. The shaft associated with the engine is at 
a distance to the west, and as Williams noted, there is a 
slabbed channel that may well have been for a continuous 
rope between shaft and engine. This was presumably 
either for hauling tubs up an incline somewhere deep in 
the mine or for bringing coal to surface up the shaft in 
kibbles (perhaps the level to surface had become 
blocked?). The shaft itself, which an abandonment plan 
indicates is a little less than I 00 feet deep, is likely to be 
earlier than the steam engine. There is a sub-circular 
space adjacent where an original gin engine may well 
have stood before the steam engine was erected. Upslope 
from the wide track between shaft and steam engine, there 
is a narrow terrace which may have supported a small 



launder bringing water from the shaft to the steam engine. 
When this engine was installed is not clear; all we know 
that it did not yet exist in l850 when a tithe map was 
drawn but was here about 20 years later when the first 
edition of the Ordnance Survey 25 inch to a mile survey 
was published; it was disused by 1896 when the second 
edition came out. 

In addition to the shaft just noted there are a further 
five shaft mounds on the upper parts of the slope between 
the road and river. These are of uncertain date but are 
likely to be early in the sequence. The same may be true 
for a strange high hillock a short distance further 
downslope which may well be derived from a now-silted 
opencast working immediately upslope. The 1850 tithe 
map also shows a small rectangular building here. A heap 
of cinders may indicate there was a smithy (or possibly a 
firehouse associated with a now vanished level heading 
into the hillside). At a point a short distance to the cast 
and further down the slope, the l 850 and 18 71 maps (and 
probably that of 1842) show a larger and now removed 
rectangular building, close to a later trackway intersection. 
One possibility, based on a steep cut in the slope, as 
commonly found at run-in entrances, and a hillock-like 
swelling of the trackway here, is that a level entered the 
hillside. This, and the other possible level at an even 
higher horizon postulated above, would have been 
relatively early in date. The lower one would have acted 
as an airway when the level by the river to the north-east 
was in operation. If the uppermost level ever existed, then 
at an even earlier date, a similar arrangement of airway 
and haulage-way/sough would have existed at this and the 
mid-slope horizon. 

Sometime between about 1871 and 1896 a new level 
was driven into the mine from a point significantly further 
downriver (SK 0082 6963). This much longer drivage, 
which abandonment plans show hit the seam below 
ground relatively close to where the earlier upriver level 
and main engine shaft met underground, but would have 
dewatered the seam to a somewhat deeper horizon 
(although details are unclear, for as Williams notes, the 
abandonment plan seems to be in error and thus the exact 
arrangement of the levels around the vicinity of the engine 
shaft should be treated with caution). At surface the 
dilapidated late 19th century adit entrance is still visible 
(blocked inside}, together with the adjacent walled area on 
the hillock top where the coal was transferred from tubs to 
carts. A small rectangular pit once contained a small 
weighbridge. Close by, next to where the zigzag access 
track starts uphill, there is a roofless one storey building 
with a blocked fireplace, which was presumably either a 
small mine office or workshop. Just beyond the 
downriver end of the hillock the water from the level 
comes to surface via a slabbed goit (see the 2007 note). 

Running between the main road, built as the 1789 
turnpike road from Buxton to Congleton and the river, 
there is a complex series of zigzagging access causeways 
to the mine. Most were already present in c. 1842 and 
went to the earlier of the two riverside foci. The turnpike 
road was joined at two places, one to either side of the 
now demolished Dancbower Toll Gate. By c. 1871 the 
track to the steam engine and its shaft had been added (or 
more probably reinstated in the case of the shaft), while 
between about 187 l and 1896, the access trackways were 
radically changed as the early riverside focal point was 
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abandoned after the new level further downstream was 
driven. 

A short distance south-west on the same side of the 
road, just before the track to Holt, there are three circular 
platforms, two smaller mounds and a brick-retained 
platform, which are the remains of a 1939-45 war 
searchlight battery installation rather than anything to do 
with coal mining. 

Following the colliery away from the river, going to 
the south-west, its further reaches have been reported in 
2005, and only a summary and new observations are made 
here. Running south-west from the Congleton road, 
following below the steep scarp slope ofCut-thome Hill, 
there are a further 19 closely-spaced shaft mounds (SK 
0067 6977 to SK 0018 6982). These are all simple 
features with no sign of whim gin platforms, and with 
only one linked to the road by a visible built access 
causeway. No shafts are marked on available historic 
maps, from c. 1842 onwards, which suggests all the 
extraction is earlier. The shafts follow a narrow stripe of 
land above the coal seam relatively close to its outcrop, 
which does not appear to have been worked from opencast 
pits. Because the land rises steeply as the coal dips from 
the outcrop, this no doubt made shaft sinking impractical 
as these would have had to be prohibitively deep (from an 
economic perspective). To reach the deeper reserves, adit 
mining from the nearby valley was a more sensible 
extraction solution and as we have seen above there were 
between two and four of these driven. Normally where 
close-spaced coal mining shafts are found in the Peak 
District, the waste heaps from their sinking tended to 
become larger because shafts got deeper as mining 
progressed away from the outcrop. This is not the case at 
Dane Colliery in that there is a line of four large but low, 
flat-topped hillocks close to the outcrop; the reason for 
this is far from clear. 

The isolated Dane Thom Colliery entrance is set in 
splendid isolation (SK 000 I 7002). Here there is an adit 
entrance and tramway bed, small ruined buildings, waste 
hillock, loading bay and disused access road, all discussed 
in some detail in the 2005 note. One new discovery is a 
hillock for a ventilation shaft some distance east of the 
entrance, located close to the base of where the land starts 
rising more steeply; this is slightly out of alignment with 
the first section of the level. However, a sketch plan in 
Borrow's book shows the adit trends underground in this 
direction. This level is not inclined as reported in 2005 
but runs for a long distance just under the peat and is 
carefully sealed with clay. It was in active use by c. 1842 
at latest and was disused by c. 1871. Farey lists this 
colliery as working in 1811 but it is unclear whether the 
adit was in existence at this date or whether mining was 
still centred further to the south-east where the group of 
close-spaced shafts arc found. 

Turning now to a building close to Cumberland 
Brook (SJ 9991 7023) situated well to the north-west of 
the main entrance to Dane Thome, it was suggested in the 
2005 note that it may well be mine related. This is now 
confirmed by Borrow, who documents 20th century 
explorations of a level that ran into the valley side from 
the back of the building. He writes that this is Mouse Trap 
Colliery, a mine named by Farey in 1811 as formerly in 
work, located WNW of Spire Bent Farm and 3.75 miles 
north-east of Wincle Chapel. While the given distance fits 
tolerably well, there are two uncertainties with this 



ascnpt1on. The mine remains are not WNW of Spar Bent 
Fann but almost due north, and the building from which 
the level runs was not constructed until sometime between 
c. 1871 and 1907 (it is not shown on the first edition 25 
five inch to a mile map but only shown later). It would 
seem more logical (as argued in the 2005 note) that the 
level is associated with Dane Thome Colliery, developed 
as mining in the seam followed from Dane Colliery was 
gradually extended further from the river in the later 19th 
century, although the possibility is that the outcrop nearby 
was worked in a small scale way at an earlier date should 
not be discounted. 

There is only a single shaft mound above the 
building just noted on the east side of Cumberland Brook, 
probably an airshaft for the level. However, on the other 
side of the valley and not linked directly to the level, 
somewhat further north on the flat moor above, there are 
two shaft mounds (SJ 9975 7034). These are placed close 
together and the waste heaps are relatively large. A 
hollow with 'upcast' part way up the western valley side, 
between the two shafts and the level entrance, may be the 
site of a third shaft but is more likely to be fortuitous. The 
two certain shafts presents a conundrum, for ifthe 
geology maps are correct then they are close to the coal 
outcrop and need not have been deep, or they may even 
have missed the seam altogether, inadvertently placed just 
the wrong side of the outcrop. They could have been sunk 
as misplaced trials by someone who was convinced the 
coal was here somewhere and refused to give up, although 
it seems strange that two shafts would be placed so close 
together. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote and Phil 
Shaw. 

2. Shotholes and 'Ritual' Acts. Burbage Quarry, 
Burbage Moor near Fox House. South Yorkshire. SK 2656 
8102 

Close to the northern end of the large Millstone Grit 
quarry at the southern part of Burbage Edge, north of Fox 
House, there is a very curious boulder. This massive rock, 
tumbled long ago from the scarp, lies close to a now 
disused and blocked entrance trackway to the quarry 
coming from the north. It has a very steep west-facing 
side, about Sm high, which is covered in shotholes of 
I 8th/19th century type. 

There are about 50 such holes in the face, 
scattered randomly across it, all driven roughly 
horizontally into the rock, but only by a few centimetres. 
Most are in relatively unworn condition while a few 
possible examples have weathered beyond recognition, 
look very different, and may well be purely natural 
hollows. Those on the upper parts of the face, where they 
are not quite as common, must have been accessed by 
ladder or by using a rope from the top. Curiously, a large 
part of the rock face has been dressed using the point of 
pick to create a flatter but undulating surface, where there 
are also two horizontal but somewhat wavy lines pecked 
into the rock. 

The holes served no practical purpose; they are 
certainly not drilled to split the boulder, there are too 
many, they are too shallow, and are drilled in the wrong 
places and direction. Our first thought was that the holes 
were drilled to test drill steels, perhaps after they had been 
re-sharpened, but this explanation taken alone does not 
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work for a significant number of the holes show clear 
signs that powder has been used here. In several instances 
spalls have fractured off from around the holes when the 
powder was set off, and there is a particularly instructive 
example at the top of the face that can only be the result of 
an explosion. 

Somewhere in the back of my mind (writes JB), but 
stubbornly refusing to come clearly to surface, there is a 
half-baked memory of being told, or reading, that lead 
miners used gunpowder in shotholes at times of 
celebration, the aim being to set off these 'fireworks' to 
look spectacular and make lots of noise. Perhaps the same 
was true with quarrymen. If anyone can throw any light 
on such practices, or offer alternative explanation for the 
Burbage rock, please could you make contact. 

Present: John Bamatt and Phil Shaw. 

3. Lost Entrances. Devonshire Cavem/Coalpit Rake, 
Matlock Bath, Derbyshire. SK 2906 5838 

During the PDMHS trip to Devonshire Cavern this 
June, a potential shaft was pointed out to me by Scott 
Humphreys and Martin Long, which despite the many 
hours Terry Worthington and myself had spent surveying 
the mine between 2003 and 2005, we had completely 
missed. In a small mined chamber with much breakdown 
on the floor, a short distance updip of the main Upper 
Series chamber, there is a vein cheek where water runs arc 
clear on a dirty surface. It is sometimes simple clues such 
as this that need to be observed. The vein stope above is 
narrow and its top is not visible because of a twist in the 
hade. At a later date John Wilmot climbed the stope and 
confirmed that at the top there is a ginged shaft, which 
rises to surface but is now blocked at the top. This 
discovery illustrates the point that however well you think 
you know a place there is always something new to find. 

Recently, during a visit to the Silence Mine 
excavations, John Kitchener, a PDMHS member, told me 
how the lower entrance to Devonshire Cavern looked 
several decades ago, at a time before the surface hillock 
here was removed for spar and the present small metal 
door subsequently created. Before the spar work took 
place there was a deep steep-sided gully or opencut closer 
to the narrow track/footpath going up the hill than the 
present entrance. The wall we all climb to leave this path 
did not exist. At the end of the 'gully', which presumably 
followed a vein working, there was a hole that dropped 
into wet and muddy workings below. At this date the old 
upper showcave entrance further up the slope was 
presumably also accessible as this was the way in used by 
Larson at an even earlier date (Larson, J. 1954 
'Devonshire Cavern' in The Speleologist 1.3, pp 121-7) 
and it is still open (but barred). Larson does not mention 
the lower entrance used by John and it is not shown on his 
rather schematic plan. Another account of an entrance 
nearby is given by Benjamin Bryan in 1903 in his book 
'History of Matlock'. He notes a 'short ... narrow passage' 
that provided the entrance to the Cavern from somewhere 
beside the small showcave building, the ruins of which are 
still visible next to the main footpath. This passage led to 
a point where 'the top of a flight of steps is reached, and 
the rocky sides recede, giving more elbow room. At the 
foot of the flight of steps, which is not long, a pond or tank 
has been formed, which is filled with clear, cold water that 
percolates through the overhead strata. Then the road, now 
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wide and commodious, begins to ascend, and continues to 
do so throughout'. 

Visitors were Jet out of the upper entrance, 
interesting 'emerging at a considerable elevation to gaze 
upon a wide and far spreading prospect of hills and 
valleys, rocks, river and woods.' Those who know the 
footpath going up past the lower entrance, that uphill 
passes quite close to the upper entrance, will know this 
area is now shrouded in trees and scrub. 

I had thought that the lower showcave entrance, 
which presumably, like the upper one, was made 
especially in the 1820s to allow visitors to enter, had 
disappeared before Lawson wrote his account. Now I am 
not sure, did John Kitchener enter the same way, at a date 
when this entrance into the mine had deteriorated and was 
partially collapsed, or had the showcave passage collapsed 
by the 1950s and a new hole somewhere else nearby 
opened up a few years later? 

If any one has any further details of the lower 
entrances and the dates at which they opened up or 
collapsed, or the various dates and locations where surface 
spar working was taking place all along the vein, I would 
very much like to hear from you as we are compiling a 
detailed account of the mine for Mining History. 
John Barnatt 

If you have infonnation on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, 
Chapel en le Frith, High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 
814822) or John Bamatt, 2'! The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 
Dcrbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923), (e-mail 
john.bamatt@btintemet.com). 

LAKE DISTRICT WEEKEND INVITATION 
This is an invitation to Society memb~rs to join a 

small private group for a mainly walking weekend. 
The dates are: Friday 15 to Sunday 17 May 2009 and 

the programme is: 
Friday - Honister Slate Mine. We intend booking the 

following option, which is "Advance Booking Only" 
which is a Mine tour, Light lunch and Via Ferrata. More 
details on website: www.honister.com 

Saturday - Scafell Pike with an approach from 
Borrowdale. 

Sunday - Cat Bells, Nr Keswick via boat trip from 
Keswick. 

There are lead mine workings on Cat Bells which 
will be examined, although surface only. 

Actual walking programme will be decided at 
weekend and will depend on weather. 

Accommodation base: Keswick. Superb location, 
with plenty of choice. 

This walking weekend is suitable for reasonably 
experienced hill walkers, one requisite being a good sense 
of humour. 

Places are strictly limited, so early booking 
recommended. 

Contact: Paul Chandler (Organiser) - Tel: 01246-
220773 or Email: paulchandler3@btintemet.com 
Paul Chandler 
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MAGPIE MINE OPEN DAY 
As part of the National Open Days Weekend, 

PDMHS opened the gates of the site to the public on 
Saturday 13 September 2008. 

Guided tours of the mine surface were a feature of 
the event which is now becoming an annual event. The 
blacksmiths shop had a stall provided and manned by 
Crich Group volunteers, together with displays of mining 
equipment from the Peak District. 

A refreshment stall was also provided, for visitors 
and volunteers alike. 

This event depends on good weather and we seem to 
be lucky in this respect. This year was no exception with 
fine weather throughout the day. 

Nearly 100 people visited the site and took the 
opportunity to learn a little more about Magpie Mine on 
the guided tours. Impromptu short visits to the engine 
house took place during the day for people who didn't 
have time for the full tour and a number of hikers took 
advantage of our refreshment stall. Thanks must go to all 
of the volunteers who helped this year as guides, car 
parking attendants, workers on the stalls and all who 
ensured that the Magpie Mine site was ready for the event. 

The day was very successful and I look forward to 
organising the event again next year. This a shop window 
for the society so why not join us in September 2009. Full 
details will be published in the Newsletter. 
Paul Smith 

SOCIETY MEETS 
1. An evening with Mat & Niki 

Tuesday 27 January 2009 
A selection of short films 
Meet at 7.00pm at the Peal District Mining Museum 
"Caves of fire" - An introduction to Hawaii and its 

lava caves. 
"A day at the Edge" - A short video presentation 

about Alderley Edge Copper Mines. 

2. Bakewell and Ashford Mining 
Wednesday 28 January 2009 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 10.00am at Holme Lane, Bakewell (NGR 

SK216690). 
Surface walk (about 6.5 miles long) will visit Chert 

and Black Marble mines and other aspects of these mining 
areas. Dogs are welcome but must be on a lead at all 
times. 

Bring packed lunch and drink. OS map White Peak 
Explorer OL24. 

For reference: Bakewell Chert mining, see Mining 
History Vol3, No 5 and for Ashfored Black Marble, see 
Derbyshire Black Marble - JM Tomlinson (PDMHS 
Special Publication No 4, 1996). This walk will only 
briefly cover mining aspects. 

3. Mining Heritage Walk- Winster and Back 
Sunday I February 2009 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet I 0.30am at the Miners Standard Winster (Rear 

car park) 
A walk over Bonsall Moor passing various mining 

sites along the way. After a refreshment break at the 
Barley Mow, Bonsall we sh-all make our way back to 
Winster via a different route 

Optional food and drink at the Miners Standard at 
the end of the walk. 

For more details phone Tony on 07891276668 



4. Peak District Historical Scenes 
Wednesday 4 February 2009 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Venue - Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock 

Bath. 
Time 7.l5pm 
A fascinating record of life in the Peak District in 

past times on video and other misc film clips. The famous 
Francis Frith Collection will provoke memories for you 
and your family as you travel back in time before the 
motor-car dominated our world. 

Simon Groom's commentary gives a remarkable 
insight into the story behind each picture. 

5. Pretoria Chert Mine. Bakewell and Peaks Hole Sough. 
Castleton 

Sunday 15 February 2009 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Pretoria Chert Mine - This is an easy grade, dry trip 

suitable for novices. Wear oversuit or Boiler suit. Access 
into mine is via a 15ft deep shaft, using a fixed steel 
ladder. Mostly large, walking size passages, which are 
steeply inclined in places. Party size limited. 

For further information, see Mining History, Vol 13, 
No5. 

Peaks Hole Sough- This is a little known Derbyshire 
sough. Easy/Moderate grade trip with welly depth water in 
first part of sough. Wear oversuit or Boiler suit. Bring 
knee pads for optional crawly bits. There is a series of 
fixed ladders to reach upper part of mine. Bring your 
camera to record the mine artefacts and fine examples of 
mineralization. Party size limited. 

For further information see PDMHS Bulletin Vo 19 
No 3( 1985). ' 

To book your place(s), meeting time/place, contact 
Paul Chandler-Tel: 01246-220773 or 

Email. paulchandler3@btintemet.com 
Note: You may book onto both trips or one only. 

6. Film evening featuring "A Rock and a Hard Place. 
Mendips" plus other misc film clips 

Wednesday 18 February 2009 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Venue: Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock 

Bath. 
Time: 7.l5pm 
This film is a dramatized depiction of real events 

based on the recollections of two of the original explorers, 
Brian Prewar and Bob Whitaker. 

A Rock and a Hard Place is a story about caves and 
those who are drawn to explore them: a story about 
friendship, discbvery and destruction. It is a story that 
poses a fundamental question on how we value the world 
around us. 

Permission to show this video has been granted by 
Andy Sparrow Caving Services. 

A miscellany of film clips will complete the evening. 

7. Matlock Bath Circular Walk 
Wednesday 25 February 2009 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet I O.OOam at Artists Comer car park, Matlock 

Dale (Pay &Display) (NGR SK296595) 
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This 5 mile circular walk is full of interest. It passes 
through the Derwent Valley Mills Heritage Site, and there 
are a number of mine entrances along the way. 

It is not an easy walk, with short, but steep sections. 
Quiet, well behaved dogs are welcome, which must 

be on a lead at all times. Bring packed lunch and drink. 
OS map White Peak Explorer OL24. 

For further information, see "Lead Mining in the 
Peak District", Edited by T.D. Ford & J.H. Rieuwerts 
(2000 edition). 

8. Mining in the Landscape. North Wales 
Wednesday 4 March 2009 
Organiser: Paul Chandler 
Venue: Peak District Mining Museum. 
Time: 7. l 5pm 
This is the film made by I A Recordings of the 2006 

National Association of Mining History Organizations 
conference at Llangollcn. This production explores the 
local extractive industries. 

A miscellany of film clips will complete the evening. 

9. Mendips and Cotswolds Mines Weekend 
Saturday/Sunday 14 & 15 March 2009 
Organiser: Paul Chandler. 
Saturday - Box Freestone Quarries (Stone mines) or 

Shatter Cave or Withy Hill Cave, Fairy Cave Quarry, 
Stoke St. Michael. 

Sunday - Whittington Freestone Quarries (Stone 
mines), Cheltenham. 

Box Freestone Quarries - Moderate grade, dry trip. 
Large walking size passages absolutely full of interest. 
Bring food and drink and don't forget your camera. 
External Leader. In 2008, our local guide Chris Davies, 
who will lead this meet, treated us to a very which lasted 
about 6 hrs. A fabulous trip, which is one of the best mine 
trips in the country. Paul Chandler. 

Shatter Cave - Moderate grade, dry trip. Shatter 
Cave is one of the most beautifully decorated caves on 
Mendip, a photographer's paradise. Please wear clean over 
suits, no novices, party size Small conservation fee 
payable. 

Withy Hill Cave - Difficult dry trip. Details same as 
Shatter Cave. 

Whittington Freestone Quarries - Easy morning dry 
trip consisting of walking size passages. Caving type trip 
in afternoon, with crawling and one squeeze. 

For further information, see "Mendip Underground" 
by D J Irwin & A R Jarratt ( 1999 edition). "Box Freestone 
Mines" by Cotham Caving "Cheltenham Stone - The 
Whittington Quarries" by Arthur J Price has recently been 
published. Copies are available from Moore Books, Price 
£12.99 (inc p&p). 

For convenience the meet will be based at 
Cheltenham for 2 nights. Plenty ofB&B and Hotel 
accommodation available. Hopefully, the social aspect of 
the weekend will be better than the last PDMHS Mendip 
and Cotswold Weekend. 

For trip bookings and further details, contact Paul 
Chandler-Tel: 01246-220773 or Email 
paulchandler3@btinternet.com 



10. Holme Bank Chert Mine. Bakewell 
Wednesday 18 March 2009 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
Meet 7. l 5pm at Holme Lane, Bakewell. 
This is an easy, dry through trip with mostly large 

walking size passages and a couple of easy scrambles. 
The mine is quite extensive with over 2 miles of 

passages and is an ideal novice trip. Access permission 
through "Oldfield Design", Bakewell. For further 
information, see Mining History (PDMHS) Vol 13, No 5. 

11 . Peak Forest - Midweek Walk 
Wednesday 25 March 2009 
Leader: Mick Roberts 
Meet 10.30am at Village Shop, Peak Forest. 
This 5 mile walk takes in the giant Eldon Hole. See 

Roger Flindall's book "Mines, Quarries and Murders in 
the Peak District", before continuing over Old Moor to the 
top entrance of Titan (sorry we can't go in). Weather 
permitting we can have lunch here. We then return to the 
start via Hazard Mine. 

Further details, contact Mick on 01246-234451 or 
Mobile: 07786-836151 or Emai l: mrapas@talktalk.net 

12. Mine Heritage Walk. Ashford in the Water 
Tuesday 7th April 2009 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet 6.30pm Ashford in the Water Church 
This short walk around the village takes a look at the 

black marble industry, visiting various mines and points of 
interest associated with this industry. 

Optional food and drink at the Flying Childers 
afterwards. 

FUTURE MEETS 
Mine Heritage Walk. Mill Close Mine Area 

Tuesday 5 May 2009 
Mine Heritage Walk. Masson Hill 

Tuesday 19 May 2009 
Details in April Newsletter 

13. Mine Heritage Walk. Sheldon area 
Tuesday 21 April 2009 
Leader: Tony Wood 
Meet: 7.00pm at Cock and Pullet, Sheldon Village 
This walk will take in views and Field Grove Mine. 

A stop in Sheldon Church Yard will look at the graves of 
the Brocklehurst family who were heavily involved with 
Magpie Mine. 

Optional food and drink afterwards at the Cock & 
Pullet Sheldon 

COPY FOR THE APRIL 2009 EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 3 March 2009. Copy, articles, photographs, 

letters etc should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson, 56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, 

NN95YX 
Tel:- 01933 675428 

E Mail :- newsletter@pdmhs.com 
PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
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Registered Charity No 504662 
Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, 

The Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
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The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided that 
due acknowledgment is made of the source. 

Opinions expressed in this publication are those 
of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinion of the Society. Copy submitted for publication 
is not checked by the editor for accuracy. 

Wes Taylor, (right) receiving The Ford Award from Dr Lynne Willies with Society Chair, Mave Luff 
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