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Annual Dinner 2009
The Annual Dinner this year will follow the A.G.M. 
on Saturday, 21st November.  Following the success 
of 2008 the Dinner will again be held at the New Bath 
Hotel, Matlock Bath.  Details of the meal, facilities and 
discounted accommodation at the hotel will be published 
later .  The cost of the dinner will be £20 per head, the 
same as in 2008.
For more information about the New Bath Hotel the 
telephone number is 01629 583454; the website is:  
www.brook-hotels.co.uk

Keith Gregory

New Members
Please welcome the following, who were elected on the 
24th of April, as new members of the Society:-

Neil J Gosling & Family, ALFRETON
David Phillips, LEEK
William N Skidmore, BAKEWELL
Ken James, WESTON-SUPER-MARE
David Sainty, CHESTERFIELD

I am sure we all hope that their membership will bring 
them many enjoyable and rewarding experiences.

Wes Taylor

An Apology
In Newsletter No. 130, April 2009, the New Members 
list included John H. Sprenger. However, it appears that 
he prefers to be known as Howard.
I trust, Howard, that you will accept our apologies for 
this mistake.

Steve Thompson

Underground Reflections
A Book of Mine and Mining Photographs
Recently, Society member Peter Neville put together a 
book, in high quality 13”x11” format, of some of the 
finest mine photographs by members of the AditNow 
website.  A proportion of each sale was donated to the 
Derbyshire Cave Rescue Organisation (DCRO).  The 
book quickly sold out, raising £135 for DCRO.
Following further enquiries a second print run is being 
considered, if there is sufficient interest.  It’s rare to see 
high-quality photographs of old mines, other than on 
the cover of Mining History or at the Mining Museum.  
Some sample images can be seen on the PDMHS or 
AditNow websites, and if you are interested in this book 
you can register your interest by email to info@aditnow.
co.uk.  If numbers are sufficient for a second print run 
the cost will be around £30 per copy, as before this will 
include a donation to DCRO.
Sample Images:-  www.aditnow.co.uk/community/
viewtopic.aspx?t=1904&pid=1

Adam Russell

Veteran Members - An Update
After the April Newsletter I received an email from 
David Jefferson, including the membership list from 
May 1960.  This list also included Dr. T. D. Ford, D. 
P. Jefferson and Mrs. P. E. Lunn. There is also a P. 
Nicholson listed:  Is this perhaps the P. C. Nicholson 
who is a member today?  If you are please get in touch.
David, while not a founding member, was certainly 
a member by December 1959.  Thank you for the 
information, David.

Steve Thompson

July 2009
Tuesday 14th:  Heritage Walk, 
Bonsall Village and its History
Tuesday 28th:  Heritage Walk, 
Lumsdale Mills, Tansley

August 2009
Tuesday 11th:  Mining Heritage 
Walk, Cromford Village
Wednesday 19th:  Godfreyhole 
Cave, Wirksworth
Tuesday 25th:  Mining Heritage 
Walk, Magpie Mine, Sheldon

September 2009
Wednesday 2nd:  Goodluck Mine 
or Brightgate Cave
Tuesday 8th:  Mining Heritage 
Walk, The Portaway Mine, Winster
Wednesday 16th:  Arrock Black 
Marble Mine, Ashford
Saturday 26th:  Mining Heritage 
Walk, Clay Mining in the 
Holymoorside area of Chesterfield
Tuesday 29th:  Rookery Black 
Marble Mine, Ashford
Wednesday 30th:  Goodluck Mine

October 2009
Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th:  
Mendips and Cotswolds Mines and 
Caves Weekend
Wednesday 14th:  Goodluck Mine, 
Via Gellia

And yet more to come, in 
November and beyond!
For comprehensive details of all 
these meets, and some interesting 
background information please turn 
to pages 2 and 3.

Forthcoming Meets and Events

http://www.brook-hotels.co.uk
http://www.aditnow.co.uk/community/viewtopic.aspx?t=1904&pid=1
http://www.aditnow.co.uk/community/viewtopic.aspx?t=1904&pid=1
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Society Meets Programme
Summer 2009
1: “Heritage Walk” - Bonsall Village and 
its History
Tuesday 14th July 2009.  Leader: Peter Greaves, meet 
7.00 at the Park Bottom in Bonsall Village.
A fascinating trip back in time, walking around the 
beautiful Village of Bonsall, visiting the sites of former 
shops, frame work knitting shops and pubs.  Optional 
food and drink at the Kings Head, Bonsall afterwards.

2: “Heritage Walk” - Lumsdale Mills 
Tansley
Tuesday 28th July 2009.  Leader: Guest Leader, meet 
7.00 at the Lower Highfields school car park.

There will be a small charge of £3.00 per 
person for this walk.
A visit to  the former Lumsdale Mills at Tansley, visiting 
the sites of the former bone mill and bleach works, 
to name just a few.  Optional food and drink at the 
Greyhound, Cromford afterwards.

3: “Mining Heritage Walk” - Cromford 
Village
Tuesday 11th August 2009.  Leader: Guest Leader, meet 
7.00 at the Cromford Canal Wharf car park.
There will be a small charge of £3.00 per 
person for this walk.
A trip around the village of Cromford looking at the site 
of the former lead smelter, Arkwright’s Mill, the sites 
of former shops and pubs in the village and the outfall 
of Cromford Sough.  Optional food and drink at the 
Greyhound Hotel afterwards.

4: Evening Underground Meet - Godfrey 
Hole Cave, Wirksworth 
Wednesday 19th August 2009.  Leader: Paul Chandler
Easy grade, oversuit or boiler suit, evening trip.  A 
number of fixed ladders give access to the cave system 
and a lower passage of walking or stooping height.  
A short side passage near the entrance will also be 
explored. This cave was formerly excavated over 
many years, the diggers even installed (now defunct) 
electric lighting and a sound system!  As the location 
is sensitive, with access to the cave through a garden, 
the party size must restricted to six plus the leader, 
preference will be given to Society members who have 
not visited this cave before.  Optional drinks afterwards 
in the Rising Sun, Middleton-by-Wirksworth.
Booking and meeting details: please contact Paul 
Chandler, see below.

5: “Mining Heritage Walk” - Magpie Mine, 
Sheldon
Tuesday 25th August 2009.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
7.00 at the Cock and Pullet, Sheldon.

As usual the summer events’ program is brought to an 
end by having a walk around the fantastic Magpie Mine, 
it gives a chance for new members to visit the site and 
learn its history.  Optional food and drink afterwards at 
the Cock and Pullet, Sheldon.

6: Evening Underground Meets - Choice of 
Good Luck Mine or Brightgate Cave.
Wednesday 2nd September 2009.
Goodluck Mine - Leader: Paul Chandler (GLMPC)
This is the first of three Society evening visits, courtesy 
of the Goodluck Mine Preservation Club (GLMPC), 
to Goodluck Mine, a show mine also registered as 
a working mine.  The first part of the mine has been 
developed as an underground lead mining museum, 
with displays of miners’ tools, artefacts, a small mineral 
collection and other exhibits.  Other highlights include 
superb stone stempling and herring-bone arching, 
miners’ inscriptions, a fairly steep incline, driven to 
overcome a geological fault, and lots more.
It is an easy grade trip, but there is short, quite steep 
walk up to the mine.  Wear old clothes or boiler suit and 
bring a helmet and cap lamp or torch.  Other than the 
low entrance the passages to be visited are of walking 
or stooping size, and are dry except for puddles. This 
is an ideal novice trip, and worth bringing a camera.  
Party size is restricted to ten plus Leaders.  No charge 
for Society members, guests are welcome, although the 
normal donation fee of £5 applies.
OR  Brightgate Cave - Leader: to be announced
A moderate grade dry trip.  Helmet & cap lamp 
essential, oversuit or boiler suit, and kneepads advised!  
Entrance series involves two tight squeezes and is NOT 
suitable for persons of a large build.  The cave is natural, 
however, lead miners have entered and left smoked 
inscriptions on the roof where the cave enlarges.  Route 
finding is interesting!  The cave is around 1080ft, 329m 
long.  Party size limited to eight.
Booking and meeting details of both trips please contact 
Paul Chandler.  Optional drinks after both trips in the 
Kings Head, Bonsall.

7: “Mining Heritage Walk” - The 
Portaway Mine, Winster
Tuesday 8th September 2009.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
at the Miners Standard, Winster at 7.00.
A short walk taking a look at the famous Portaway 
Mine.  Starting from the Miners Standard at Winster we 
will look at the Portaway Vein, starting with the Little 
England Shaft and finishing with the Fire Engine Shaft. 
Other sites to be visited include Lick Penny Mine, Buck 
Dale Mine and Wills Founder Mine.  Optional buffet  at 
the Miners Standard, Winster afterwards.

8) Evening Underground Meet - Arrock 
Black Marble Mine, Ashford
Wednesday 16th September.  Leader: Paul Chandler, 
meet 7.30pm at the parking area across the road from 
Ashford Church.
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Easy to moderate grade trip, arranged by kind 
permission of Chatsworth Estates.  There is a low crawl 
near the entrance, which is not suitable for persons of 
large build, otherwise the dry passages are of walking 
height.  Unlike the Rookery Black Marble Mine nearby, 
timber, some of which has seen better days, has been 
used to support the roof.  This meet is therefore not 
suitable for complete novice explorers.  Although less 
extensive than the Rookery Mine, it is arguably more 
interesting.  Party size is not limited, and Masson Caving 
Group members are invited. Optionally meet afterwards 
in the Bulls Head, Ashford.

9: “Mining Heritage Walk” - Clay Mining 
in the Holymoorside area of Chesterfield
Saturday 26th September.  Leaders: Ray Marsh and Paul 
Chandler, meet 1.30pm outside the Bulls Head pub, 
Holymoorside village (NGR SK 339 693).  Bring usual 
walking gear.  Party size not limited.
This short walk will concentrate on Cathole Fireclay 
Mine, which worked the fireclay or seat earth below the 
Belper Lawn Coal under the fields adjacent to Cathole 
Farm (SK 325 680).  It was the most extensively worked 
underground mine in the Holymoorside area, being 
continuously in operation from 1933 to 1957.
A number of photographs, some taken when the mine 
was working, and other items of interest concerning 
Cathole Clay Mine will be shown.  More information 
see PDMHS Bulletin, Vol. 11, No. 3 (1991).

10: Evening Underground Meet - Rookery 
Black Marble Mine, Ashford
Tuesday 29th September 2009.  Leader: Paul Chandler
Easy grade, dry trip with mostly large, walking size 
passages and an optional easy squeeze.  An ideal novice 
trip. Party size limited to 15.  Optional drinks afterwards 
in the Bulls Head, Ashford.  For booking and meeting 
details please contact Paul Chandler.

11: Evening Underground Meet - 
Goodluck Mine, Via Gellia
Wednesday 30th September.  Leader: GLMPC Member
Easy passages off the Show Mine will be explored, for 
more general details see Item 6.

12: Mendips and Cotswolds Mines and 
Caves Weekend.
Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th October 2009.  
Organiser: Paul Chandler
Saturday 10th October:-
Box Freestone Quarries - Moderate grade, dry trip.
 Mostly large walking size passages. Extremely complex 
and extensive, with more than 56 miles (90 km) of 
passages. This mine is absolutely full of interest, with 
miner’s inscriptions, superb stone arching, static jib 
cranes, the very impressive Cathedral Chamber, and lots 
more. Party size not limited. Bring food & drink and 

don’t forget your camera.  In 2008, our local guide Chris 
Davies, treated us to a very comprehensive tour, which 
lasted around six hours, and I am pleased to report, that 
Chris has once again agreed to lead our visit in 2009.  ( 
A fabulous trip, one of my favourites and one of the best 
mine trips in the country! Paul Chandler ).
Shatter Cave - Moderate grade, dry trip.
This is one of the most beautifully decorated caves 
on Mendip, it is a photographer’s paradise.  Access 
conditions; please wear clean oversuit, no novices.  Party 
size limited to four plus leader, a small conservation fee 
is payable.
Withyhill Cave - Difficult grade, dry trip.
Details similar to Shatter Cave, except party size limited 
to three plus leader.
Sunday 11th October: Whittington Freestone 
Quarries - Two dry trips on offer: 
Easy morning trip in walking size passages.  More 
difficult trip in the afternoon, with crawling and one 
squeeze. Party size not limited.  External Leader(s).
For further information on above trips see following 
publications, all available from Moore Books:  website 
www.moorebooks.co.uk
“Mendip Underground, A Caver’s Guide” by D.J. Irwin 
& A.R. Jarratt
“Box Freestone Mines” by Cotham Caving Group
“Cheltenham Stone, The Whittington Quarries” by 
Arthur J Price

13: Evening Underground Meet - 
Goodluck Mine, Via Gellia
Wednesday 14th October 2009.  A more difficult trip into 
Goodluck Mine, for general details see Meet No. 6.

Forthcoming Meets:-
Pretoria Chert Mine, Bakewell - 8th November 2009.
Speedwell Cavern, Castleton - 22nd November 2009.
Milldam Mine, a modern, working mine at Great 
Hucklow - midweek, date to be announced.
The Mining Heritage Walks are a great way of getting 
out into the countryside to meet new members and 
old friends.  All of these mining walks can be highly 
recommended.  Buffets afterwards are optional and cost 
between £1.50 and £3.00
Further details on the sites visited during these walks, 
and some of the underground trips, can be found in 
the latest edition (2000) of  “Lead Mining in the Peak 
District”  by Rieuwerts and Ford.
To find out more information about any of the walks 
listed here, please contact Tony on 01629 650162, 
mobile 07891 276668, or email:  wtonyw01@aol.com
For details of underground trips, etc., please contact Paul 
Chandler on 01246 220773, or email:  paulchandler3@
btinternet.com

Tony Wood 

http://www.moorebooks.co.uk
mailto://wtonyw01@aol.com
mailto://paulchandler3@btinternet.com
mailto://paulchandler3@btinternet.com
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Peak District Mines - Observations
and Discoveries - Part 30
1. Cadster Barytes Mill, Tunstead 
Milton near Whaley Bridge, Derbyshire.             
SK 0235 8004
After an initial visit to the Mill by one member of the 
group (CH), by invitation from the present owner, 
Mark Jacobs, we visited the present remains and shared 
our thoughts with Mark, who is keen to ‘restore’ the 
building in a manner sympathetic to its historic purpose 
(a daunting job which will take place as and when funds 
are available).
The history of the site was reviewed in 2006 by Chris 
Heathcote (Mining History 16.4, pp. 1-5).  There already 
was a corn mill here in c. 1701, but by 1717 the site had 
become both a tannery and barytes mill.  By the mid-
19th century the site was described as a paint and colour 
works, and barytes was still being produced in 1895.  
However, it became a dairy in 1902 (one cannot help 
wonder how much lead pollution there was on site at this 
date) and then a laundry, a garage, and latterly a light 
engineering workshop.
By kind permission of the adjacent landowner, Mr. 
Elliott, the leat from the Randall Carr Brook to the mill 
was visited first.  This survives for almost its entire 
length, running from the brook side for about 300m to 
close to the former site of the wheel pit at the works 
(filled in for safety reasons many years ago).  The last 
short section of leat was (and still is) covered and ran 
under a yard or paddock to the wheel.  For much of 
the rest of its length it was an open watercourse, with 
walled sides and retaining downslope bank.  Today it is 
filled to near its top with silt and accumulated soil from 
the natural bank above that has been washed in over 
the years.  In one short section part way along it has 
again been ‘cut and covered’, to allow for a bad area of 
soil movement from higher upslope.  Nearby there is a 
narrow walled water channel bringing additional water 
from the hillside down into the leat.  Further upstream 
a fine larger stone-lined outlet channel survives, built 
to allow for the water to be drained back to the brook 
in times of flood and when maintenance of the leat was 
needed.  At the inlet end of the leat, the high weir across 
the brook that must have originally retained a deep but 
narrow mill pond has been removed (for safety reasons) 
except for remaining sections of walling alongside the 
brook.
Two buildings at the mill remain, one a large high-
roofed structure, the other now a single-storey shed 
with a relatively modern monopitch roof but with 
evidence that it was once higher and of two storeys.  
Originally they were both part of the same range of 
buildings, but one end of the main building, to which 
the second surviving building was attached, has been 
removed in relatively recent times.  Upslope of the main 
surviving building there once was a second range at 
right angles, and following the contour, which has now 

been demolished, although stone blocks and cobbling at 
floor level are still evident at one point and other parts 
of the floor and wall footings no doubt remain under the 
turf.  The range outline is still discernible as a level area 
terraced into the slope.  The wheel pit to the top side of 
the buildings has been built over.  Further east, another 
large building has also gone, although its terraced site 
can again be partially made out.  At the upslope edge of 
the site it is thought there was a chimney.

The most likely scenario for the original function of 
these various buildings, allowing for what we know of 
the processes needed and for a gravity fed operation 
that allowed the water to be used where necessary, is 
as follows.  The barytes, together with lead ore as a 
by-product and calcite as waste, were probably crushed 
in the upslope suite of buildings adjacent to the water 
wheel that provided some of the power.  By the mid 19th 
century this had been supplemented by a 16 horse-power 
steam engine, but where this was installed is not known, 
although it seem likely to have somewhere within the 
top range.  The crushed minerals would have been 
passed into today’s main surviving building for sorting, 
with power for jigs provided via a line shaft in the 19th 
century and the water needed coming from the upslope 
building area.  Drying, bagging and paint manufacture 
would have taken place at the bottom end of the site; 
perhaps there was under-floor heating to dry the barytes 
powder but no trace of this is currently visible.  The 
local tradition is that the large eastern building was 
a stables.  This would have housed the horses (and 
presumably carts in the 19th century) used to bring the 
mineral from mines to site, and to take the finely-crushed 
barytes, paint and the lead ore away.
The two remaining buildings have a complex series 
of openings, including doors, windows and smaller 
examples for water and machinery.  Some of these have 
been blocked and floor levels have been changed.  Given 
that the site has had a variety of industrial uses during its 
lifetime it is often very hard to match specific alterations 
to functional phases.
The main surviving building has a door and window at 
the upslope gable end, with a flight of steps descending 
internally to the current floor level.  Originally the range 

The east wall of the main surviving building, showing 
the pillars of the open-sided building which have 

subsequently been walled up.
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was open sided to the east, with three plain square 
retaining pillars still evident.  Later the gaps between 
the pillars have been walled up, except for much smaller 
openings left as windows.  The present downslope gable 
end, where the building formerly extended further north, 
has a relatively flimsy brick wall which blocks half the 
end, while the other half is open except for temporary 
boarding.  The west side wall has three windows, one 
formerly a door, two further blocked doors, and other 
smaller openings.  Inside, against the west wall, there is 
evidence of fixings that held a ‘line shaft’ for powering 
the machinery associated with the processing of the 
barytes.  The main floor level inside the building has 
been lowered and there is evidence at the side walls for 
the original level at an average of about 1m up.  

What remains of the second building is presently in a 
poor state, with dilapidated tin roof and three standing 
walls, reduced in height.  The west side is open, where 
another building has been removed.  Again there is a 
multitude of indications of alterations to the structure, 
with the blocking of openings, etc.

An adjacent yard area, immediately to the west of 
the surviving buildings, has recently had rubble etc. 
removed as part of site renovation.  Next to the buildings 
there are: parts of buried water channels, some entering 
the buildings and part-silted with crushed calcite; areas 
of stone paving and cobbling; and a stone-flagged 
rectangular ‘pit’ at the upslope end, recessed into 
the slope with a large vertical slab at the top end. On 
the opposite side of the yard there is a stone-slabbed 
water drain and at the yard corner the two walls are 
limewashed and there is a flagged floor; a privy is 
thought to have stood here.  At the brook side, close to 
the bridge from the main road to the site, a small amount 
of water can be seen issuing into the brook.  This comes 
from the direction of the old barytes mill, but as the 
visible leats and drains on site are dry, the water may 
come from nearby field drains.

At several places, both as lintels at altered openings 
and lying around, there were long but narrow iron 
plates, which on close inspection were found to be 
plain fish-bellied rails.  Perhaps originally there were 
short tramways linking unloading points, machinery at 
different stages of the process and/or loading points.  
Alternatively, the rails may have been imported as 
‘scrap’ because ‘they may come in’. 

The buildings at the mill and the leat are on private 
land and must only be visited by invitation from the 
respective landowners.

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Mark Jacobs, 
Phil Shaw, Dave Williams and Terry Worthington.

2. Mine at Red House Farm, Ashford 
South Side, Derbyshire. SK 169 671
This site was investigated at the invitation of the 
landowner in January 2009.  There are two prominent 
hillocks, along the range of Mycross Vein.  The north-
western mound has a small diameter shaft within the 
remains of a coe.  This building is adjacent to a second 
shaft which has partially run in at surface and is ‘capped’ 
with scrap metal, and a flat area which may be the site 
of a dressing floor.  The south-eastern mound has a gin 
circle and an open engine shaft about 2m by 1m section, 
a possible dressing floor and a presumed run-in climbing 
shaft.  There are two large sandstone blocks at either 
end of the top course of ginging, which have had iron 
bars set into them at some point, but whether this for a 
mining-related purpose or the blocks have been re-used 
from elsewhere is not clear.

The engine shaft is about 70m deep, with several 
levels running off along the vein to either side, one of 
which drafted strongly inwards.  It was also noticed 
that when the engine shaft was uncovered, the open 
shaft on the north-west mound began to steam (the 
site visit was on a very cold day) confirming there is a 
connection between the two.  At the base of the engine 
shaft, a level heads north-west for about 20m to a rise 
which was not climbed. A 1960s/70s battery pack was 
found, presumably from a previous exploration.  To the 
south-east a slope descends to a flooded winze which 
is currently flooded about 20m below the base of the 
engine shaft; on the far side of this there is a short level 
which terminates just over the liberty boundary.  It is 
intended to properly cap this shaft this summer, as it is 
currently hazardous.

The north-western shaft is sunk on a hading vein, and 
this descends 32m to a pile of debris. The footwall 
of the vein has been progressively removed as the 
shaft is descended to give a vertical hang – the visible 
shotholes in this are larger than those visible in the vein, 
suggesting this is a later modification and it has been 
trimmed with pickwork.  The shaft is ginged for its first 
3m, after which it opens out. The vein here has been 
stoped and backfilled extensively from the open shaft, 
and a garland has been cut about halfway down. At 12m 

The interior of the second building has many 
indications of alteration, as here with a blocked door 

and window to the left, a second blocked doorway 
at the centre of the end wall that has been walled up 
with stone and brick, and a ‘wall cupboard’ to the 
right that has been half filled.  From the outside it 
can be seen that the whole end wall is an addition!
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down a crosscut has been driven along a natural bedding 
plane to connect with a parallel vein, which the scrap-
covered second shaft is sunk on.  At the base of the 
shaft there is a “window” through into the parallel vein, 
whilst a passage heads south-east for 10m to a blockage 
which draughts strongly and presumably connects with 
the engine shaft.  Carved in the wall is the date “1799” 
along with the initials “MM” and possibly “JH”. 

Examination of the Barmaster’s records for Ashford 
Southside liberty suggests that this mine may have been 
called Old Beck in the early 19th Century, but this has 
not yet been satisfactorily proven. 

Present:
Surface: Phil Gregson, Mark Richardson,  
Adam Russell and Steve Tucker. 
Underground: Phil Gregson, Mark   
Richardson and Steve Tucker.

From:  Adam Russell

3. Whale Sough Tail, Taddington, 
Derbyshire. SK 160 694
A visit was undertaken to clear blockages in the sough 
below the shafts on the sough tail. There are seven 
shafts, six of which were re-opened in recent years.  
Shaft No. 5 from the tail was descended with a view 
to clearing debris at the bottom, but at about 3m below 
surface, a level in the side of the shaft was discovered.  
On digging out, this proved to be a partly silted level 
about 0.75m by 1.25m heading west towards Whale 
Pasture, terminating at a run-in shaft.  No shotholes were 
noted, although the limestone beds it was driven in were 
very broken and so may not have required the use of 
powder.

The presence of this level, which lies above the sough 
although not on precisely the same alignment, is 
interesting. It does not follow any veins, for the explored 
section at least, so is it a pre-1730s attempt at draining 
the veins in this area, or a first attempt at driving Whale 
Sough, which was abandoned in favour of driving the 
present sough level at a slightly lower horizon, gaining 
additional depth by use of the cut-and-cover bolt which 
forms the sough tail?

Also noted was a possible leat on the Sheldon side of the 
dale.  This begins from the area of a dew pond at SK 160 
691, but there may have been a larger, earlier pond in 
this area, fed from a stream running in a gully which is 
still damper than the surrounding ground.  The possible 
leat ends at about the same point as the tail of Whale 
sough.  It is noticeable that the ground at the upper end 
of it slopes down towards the workings on the Whale 
sough tail, so if this is indeed a leat, then it may have 
been created to keep a stream of water away from the 
sough tail whilst it was under construction.  While there 
is no stream at this point today, prior to the alteration of 
local water tables by soughing there possibly was one 
fed by springs in this area.  Close by, there are terrace 

platforms and linear earthworks identified as being 
Romano-British occupation and field boundary sites (J. 
Barnatt, pers. comm.). The dwellings would be unlikely 
to be located far from a reliable water source. Near the 
head of Deepdale is a site identified by Strahan as an 
“old ore washing site” (Rieuwerts 2003), which again 
would suggest a source of water more substantial than a 
dew pond in the upper reaches of the dale, and there are 
signs there was a further stream rising adjacent to Wheal 
Lane.

Present: Phil Gregson, Scott Humphreys, 
Adam   Russell, and Steve Tucker.

From:  Adam Russell
Reference – Rieuwerts, J. “The Lead Mines Within the 
Liberties of Flagg, Monyash, and Ashford Southside” 
2003 - PDNPA Cultural Heritage Team archive, 
unpublished report.

4. Possible Flatwork on Chelmorton Low, 
Chelmorton, Derbyshire. SK 115 706
This site was initially seen by Steve Thompson while 
on patrol as a National Park Ranger.  He provisionally 
identified what seemed to be a large dressing area within 
a belland yard wall, and later confirmed the location 
on Google Earth.  On visiting the site, it was found 
that there was not a collapsed drystone wall around it, 
but instead there were two wide rubble embankments, 
each about 50m long and 1m high, more characteristic 
of a Later Prehistoric enclosure than a belland yard 
boundary.  There was no sign of the banks continuing 
around the southern edge of the ‘disturbed’ area, and if 
there ever was a northern bank this has been removed or 
obscured by mining activity on a mineral vein extending 
from Sough Lane over the shoulder of Chelmorton Low.  
Extending off this vein within the area between the two 
rubble banks there is an extensive spread of small pits 
and low upcast heaps, similar in form (if much slighter) 
to the surface remains at Boothlee Flat near Brushfield 
(Barnatt and Heathcote, 2003).  It would appear 
that a flatting has been worked here, although what 
relationship the mined area has with the rubble banks is 
unclear, particularly why the evidence for digging does 
not extend beyond the banks – if the banks were there 
prior to mining, some trialling beyond their limits would 
be expected, especially as this land was unenclosed 
common until 1805.  If the working was being enclosed 
to prevent stock bellanding by miners, a drystone wall 
surrounding the whole area would be expected, not 
partial enclosure by substantial banks.

Jim Rieuwerts (pers. comm.) has come across a 
reference to a title referred to as Chelmorton Flat, but 
this may refer to a mine in the area of the modern-
day Chelmorton Flatt farm rather than a flatwork near 
Chelmorton.

Also observed in the area were two well-preserved 
clamp kilns for limeburning, connected with the small 
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quarry near the summit of the hill, and a prominent 
hillock with a possible run-in climbing shaft further 
down the vein showing distinct layering in an erosion 
scar.

Present (at various dates):  John Barnatt, Chris 
Heathcote, Adam Russell, Phil Shaw, Steve Thompson 
and Dave Williams.

From:  Adam Russell

Reference – Barnatt, J. and Heathcote, C. 2003 The 
Maury and Burfoot mines, Taddington and Brushfield.  
Mining History 15:3 pp 45-49

5. Rock Cannons in Shropshire
There seems to have been two periods of use for ‘rock 
cannons’ in the South West Shropshire mining area 
(Rock cannons are large stones into which holes have 
been drilled and which are charged and fired to mark 
local celebrations.)

The first period, perhaps pre-1880, appears to have 
involved the drilling of holes in stones on remote but 
prominent hill tops, then lightly charging them and firing 
to mark some important event.  Such holes can be seen 
on at least two stones in the Hoarstones Stone Circle 
- Grid Ref. SO 324 999 (built in the late 3rd or early 2nd 
millennium BC).  They are described as ‘thin cylindrical 
holes’ by M. Watson in ‘Shropshire – an Archaeological 
Guide’, published by Shropshire Books in 2002 and he 
says that according to a 19th century source they were 
made to make ‘stone guns’.  This reference has been 
traced to G. Luff in his paper ‘Neolithic man and his 
remains in Shropshire’ published in the Transactions of 
the Shropshire Archaeological Society, 1st Series Vol. 
XI, 1888, p. 221.  There is an inference in this that the 
practice was not taking place in the 1880s but had been 
in earlier times.

But former local miners could remember ‘rock cannons’ 
or ‘wedding stones’ being used until the 1930s.  These 
stones could be found close to local churches like 
Shelve, Pennerley and the Iron Church at Gritt.  A good 
example still exists at Shelve village, where the cannon 
is built into a low wall, presumably for safety when in 
use; it has three holes.  The one at Pennerley Chapel, 
recently lost, had eight holes!

The author of the 1888 paper is quoted as saying that 
when in use ‘the miners suffer more than the stones do’.

PS:  I am always suspicious of the suggestion that 
holes drilled in or around quarries and mines were rock 
cannons, particularly in Derbyshire.  These holes are 
much more likely to be holes drilled for demonstration 
or research trials by manufacturers.  There were at least 
three such Sheffield based companies (Edgar Allen, 
Dollery & Palmer, Padley & Venable) in the 1950s/60s.  
I remember such work being done in the Pretoria Chert 
operations about 1964.  For rock cannons I would look 
around churches and chapels.

Ivor J. Brown

6. A Further Note on Possible Rock 
Cannons in Derbyshire
Ivor Brown makes a valuable cautionary point that not 
all groups of drill holes that cannot be explained as part 
of normal extraction work should be assumed to be rock 
cannons.  Indeed not only are the many hundreds of drill 
holes still to be seen in close-spaced clusters in various 
places on the walls of Pretoria Mine at Bakewell, but 
there is a fine example of smaller patterned clusters of 
holes which are to be explained in the way Ivor suggests, 
drilled with compressed air using a drilling rig, in the 
Millstone Grit quarry face near the northern end of the 
main quarries at Millstone Edge above Hathersage (SK 
248 807).
However, the examples of drill holes at Burbage Quarry 
which set this series of notes in train cannot possibly be 
explained in this way.  The holes here are hand drilled, 
have been used for firing powder (not high explosives), 
and lie next to an old quarry access track which has 
been disused and blocked by a quarry spoil heap that has 
been here since at least the late 19th century. Indeed the 
possibility that the drill holes date to the 18th rather than 
the 19th century should be considered, as the old access 
route may relate to nearby roads of mid-18th century date 
rather than their later diversions.

John Barnatt

If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact:

Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 
High Peak, Derbys. SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 
Derbys., SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923)

E-mail:  john.barnatt@btinternet.com

Cliffhanger
The Outdoor Event for Outdoor People

Cliffhanger is one of the UK’s largest outdoor-pursuits 
festivals, based in one of Sheffield’s biggest green 
spaces, Millhouses Park on Saturday the 11th and 
Sunday the of 12th July 2009.

Activities planned include:  Caving display, Mobile 
Climbing Walls, Kayaking, Kite flying, Film & Lecture 
marquee, plus lots, lots, more!  For full details, please 
visit the website:  www.cliff-hanger.co.uk

Paul Chandler, assisted by members of the Masson 
Caving Group, will be co-ordinating the 2009 DCA 
Caving Display, and he would welcome assistance from 
Society members . His contact details are on Page 3.

There is a report titled “DCA at Cliffhanger - 2008” in 
The Derbyshire Caver (The DCA newsletter) No.129, 
available online at:  www.thedca.org.uk

Paul Chandler

mailto://john.barnatt@btinternet.com
http://www.cliff-hanger.co.uk
http://www.thedca.org.uk
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Mr Thompson,
I have just come to Dr. T.D. Ford’s account of Longcliffe 
Mine in his new book “Castleton Caves”, reviewed in 
Newsletter No 130.  This reminded me of the first time 
Trevor and I tried to explore Longcliffe Mine.  You may 
include it in the next Newsletter if you wish.
We are lifelong friends, at least from 1937.  I was living 
at the Speedwell Cavern in 1941 and Trevor cycled over 
from Sheffield to stay with us most weekends.  Trevor 
was nearly 17 and I would be 15 years old.
After finishing our days work guiding and pushing 
the boat in the Speedwell we did a bit of potholing, 
sometimes in the Speedwell and sometimes elsewhere.  
One Saturday evening in the summer of 1941 we came 
across an open shaft on Longcliffe Side, we threw 2 or 
3 stones down and it appeared to be quite deep.  Trevor 
said, “We need a rope ladder, I’ll get one from Mudfords 
and bring it over next Saturday”.
Trevor arrived the following Saturday with 50 feet of 
rope ladder fastened on the back of his bike.  It was the 
original kind of ladder, made of rope with oak rungs and 
it was quite heavy.
About 8-00 pm that evening we set off to the mine shaft, 
Trevor carrying the ladder and me a stout oak beam.  
Arriving at the shaft we threaded the beam through one 
end of the ladder then lowered the other end down the 
shaft to its full extent.  Down went Trevor (without a 
safety line) in a few minutes he was back on the surface 
again saying, it’s not long enough, I’ll get another length 
for next Saturday.
The following Saturday the same procedure but with a 
100 feet of ladder down the shaft.  Down went Trevor 
and in a few minutes he shouted up to me “the ladders 
not touching the bottom but I think I can see it, I’m 
going to jump off’, “don’t risk” it I shouted back, “get 
some more ladder next week and a safety line”.
Next Saturday exactly the same but with 150 feet of 
ladder down the hole.  Again Trevor descended, this time 
with a safety rope.  He found the end of the ladder was 
within a few feet of the shaft bottom and he was able 
to drop off safely.  After having nearly an hour down 
below Trevor reappeared and said, “it’s a long way 
down” I said “it’s a good job you didn’t jump off last 
Saturday. It would have been a 60 foot jump!”
Yours sincerely,

Peter C. Harrison 

The Leawood Pump
The Leawood Pump, situated by the Cromford Canal, is 
powered by a Cornish type Beam Engine. This engine 
was built by Graham’s of Elsecar, who built a number 
of engines, pumps and wheels installed at mines around 
the Peak District, including the engine at High Rake 
Mine. Interestingly, if it had not been for lead mining 
the Leawood Pump would never have been installed; 
this only became necessary after the Meerbrook Sough 
drained the area first drained by Cromford Sough and so 
reduced the original water supply to the canal.
The Leawood Pump engine is effectively a sister 
engine to the one used at Mandale Mine, built by the 
same company at around the same time and of similar 
dimensions. The engine and pump were installed in 
1849, but the engine was built a couple of years earlier, 
affirming the link between it and the Mandale engine.

The Leawood Pump is still in working order, still running 
on steam and still pumping water (i.e. still doing what is 
was built for - unlike some other preserved engines!); and 
it is only a couple of miles away from the Peak District 
Mining Museum.
The Leawood Pump can be seen in operation from Easter 
until October on the first weekend of each month or 
Sunday and Monday of Bank Holidays (except Spring 
Bank Holiday), between 12.00 noon and 5.00pm. Visits 
can be arranged at other times for groups and other 
interested parties. More information, including steaming 
dates, can be found at  www.middleton-leawood.org.uk

Derrick Hale 

PDMHS Newsletter, October 2009
The deadline for the next edition of the Newsletter is 
Tuesday the 1st of September 2009.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No. 1227931 Limited by Guarantee
Registered Charity No. 504662

Registered Office:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR Tel: 01269 583834

Web Sites: Society: www.pdmhs.com
 Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided that 
acknowledgment is made of the source.

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society.

A busy 
open day 

at the 
Leawood 

Pump
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