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Newsletter No. 132  October 2009

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

The Companies Act 1985
As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 
Association of the Company, the following Directors 
will retire at the AGM:

The Chairman
The Deputy Chairman
The Hon. Treasurer
The Hon. Editor
The Hon. Recorder
Two Ordinary Members

The Committee that was elected at the Thirty Fourth 
AGM, which was held on Saturday 22nd November 
2008, is as follows:
Chairman Mrs. M. E. Luff *
Deputy Chairman Mr. A. Wood *
Hon. Secretary Mr. D. Weston
Hon. Treasurer Mrs. E. Dixon +
Hon. Recorder Mrs. K. Harvey +
Hon. Editor Mr. R. Shaw +
Ordinary Members Mr. D. Webb
 Mr. M. Long *
 Mr. P. B. Coates *
 Mr. P. Turner
 Mrs. P. Pick
 Mr. I. Bunting
Those whose names are marked with + are retiring as 
required by the Articles of Association and are eligible 
for re-election.  Those whose names are marked * are 
retiring and are not eligible for re-election.
Fully paid up Members of the Society, who are aged 
18 and over, are invited to nominate members of the 
Society (who are themselves fully paid up members and 
who have consented to nomination) for the vacant posts 
on the Committee.
Nominations are required for the positions of:

Chairman  Hon. Recorder
Deputy Chairman Hon. Editor
Hon. Treasurer Two Ordinary Members

A Nomination Form is enclosed with this Newsletter for 
you to use.  Any nomination will be accepted provided 
that it is in the format prescribed.  All nominations must 
be received by Mr. D. Weston (Hon. Secretary) by 7th 
November 2009.  Proof of postage cannot be accepted as 
proof of delivery.
All nominations should be accompanied by a brief 
written resumé that will be included in the Agenda of the 
AGM if a ballot is required to elect Directors.
To save on postage costs, nominations for the Committee 
may be sent with your Annual Dinner bookings to:

Mr. K. Gregory, 3 Cobden Road, MATLOCK, 
Derbyshire, DE4 3JR..

Although Mrs. Evelyn Dixon is eligible for re-election 
as Hon. Treasurer, she has indicated that she wishes 
to retire and a replacement volunteer would be most 
welcome.
D Weston
Hon. Secretary

Programme for Saturday 21st November
Afternoon entertainment will commence at 3:00pm in 
the Pump Room of the Mining Museum.
Approximate times are:-
15:00 - 15:45 Aerial Photography by Kite  
  by Peter Neville
15:45 - 16:30 Refreshments and the opportunity to  
  assist Kay Harvey, our Recorder,   
  identify places and names on some of  
  the PDMHS photo collection.
16:30 - 17:15 The Stone Mines of Bath   
  by Lynn Willies
18:00  Annual General Meeting
19:00 for 19:30 Annual Dinner, New Bath Hotel,  
  Matlock Bath
The  Booking Form for the Annual Dinner is enclosed 
with this newsletter, along with the Nomination Form for 
the Management Committee of the Society.

To All Members
Notice is hereby given that the Thirty Fifth Annual General Meeting of the Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd. 
will be held at 6.00pm on Saturday 21st November 2009 at the Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, Matlock 
Bath, Derbyshire.
The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the meeting.
By Order
D Weston
Hon. Secretary



2

Society Meets Programme
Summer/Autumn 2009
1:  Evening Underground Meet - Goodluck 
Mine, Via Gellia.
Wednesday 14th October 2009.  Leader:  GLMPC 
Member.
More difficult passages off the Show Mine will be 
explored.  The trip will involve climbing fixed ladders, 
free-climbs, a traverse over a stope (using an in-situ 
rail), etc. and is restricted to experienced mine or cave 
explorers only.  It is a dry trip, an oversuit or boilersuit 
will be fine. Party size is limited to 10, plus Leaders. 
No charge for Society members, guests are welcome, 
although the normal donation fee of £5 applies. To book 
your place(s), or for details contact Paul Chandler.

2:  Great Masson Cavern, Matlock Bath
Tuesday 27th October 2009.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7:00pm, Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath.
Another Society visit to this ever popular, extensive, 
part natural part mined complex.  If you have not been 
before, you are in for a treat.  In brief, there are large 
and impressive natural caverns, it is full of interest with 
very early “woodpecker” pick work, hand picked coffin 
levels and relatively modern mining artefacts, and it is 
interesting from both the geological and mineralization 
perspectives. Well worth bringing a camera.
The actual trip programme will be decided on the day, 
possibly including both a “leisurely” and a “sporting” 
trip.  The leisurely trip would be ideal for novices 
and experienced members alike, whilst the sporting 
trip would cater for the more experienced mine/cave 
explorer.  Wear oversuit, boilersuit or old clothes, bring 
helmet and cap-lamp (although a torch would suffice).  
Knee pads are advisable for  the sporting trip.
With thanks to the Heights of Abraham for allowing 
access to the Masson system via the Show Cave.

3:  Pretoria Chert Mine, Bakewell
Sunday 8th November 2009.  Leaders:  Paul Chandler 
and Tony Wood
Two trips on offer today, as follows: Photographic trip 
& Exploration trip. Mine is dry, therefore oversuit or 
boilersuit fine. Both trips are graded easy, although 
exploration trip will involve a short crawl. Access into 
mine involves a 15ft fixed ladder climb, so belt or 
helmet mounted light essential. Duration of both trips 
around 4 hrs, so bring packed lunch & drink. Eight 
places only are available, due to sensitive location. Three 
places have been booked already, so to reserve your 
place(s) or for further details contact Paul Chandler.
More information: Mining History Vol. 13, No. 5 (1998).

4:  Film Evening, Peak District 
Underground.
Wednesday 11th November 2009.  Presenter:  Paul 
Chandler.  Venue:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Matlock Bath.  7 for 7.15pm.  Duration:  Aproximately 

two hours with a refreshment interval.
Programme: Speedwell Cavern, Giants Hole and 
Sidetrack Cave, all in the Castleton area..  The films to 
be shown are all produced by IntroAct (Ralph Johnson).  
A list of IntroAct films on sale will be available on the 
evening.  Contact:  Paul Chandler for more details.

5:  Clayton Mine, Ecton
Saturday 15th November 2009.  Leader:  John Barnatt
This is an easy grade but quite long trip into this 
impressive mine.  Wear oversuit or boilersuit; helmet 
and appropriate lighting are essential.  The water in the 
entrance level is often just over wellington depth so 
bring a change of clothes for afterwards.  The trip will 
concentrate on the history and archaeology of the mine.  
The pipeworkings above adit level may be explored, 
but the ‘Cascades’ link to Chadwick Mine will not be 
included.
The trip is limited to 10 places, plus Leader/Backstop.  
A donation of £2 per person for the Ecton Mines 
Educational Trust will be requested.  To book your place, 
and for details of the meeting place and time please 
contact John Barnatt:  Tel. 01298 77923.
Bookings will be taken on first come first served basis 
from the publication date of the newsletter.  Preference 
will be given to those who have not been on PDMHS 
trips over the last two years.

6:  Speedwell Cavern, Castleton.
Sunday 22nd November 2009.  Leader:  Paul Chandler.
A rare opportunity for Society members to visit this 
magnificent mine/cave system, the previous Society 
visit having been back in 2004.  Highlights of this trip 
are many, including the Bung Hole, The Whirlpool, 
viewing the enormous Leviathan Shaft of James Hall’s 
Over Engine Mine, the Bathing Pool, Main Rising, the 
impressive Cliff Cavern, the “Miners Toast” inscription 
and, of course, the superb Speedwell Streamway.  The 
trip is graded moderate, most of the passages to be 
visited are of walking or stooping size, there is one 
short climb/scramble and also fixed ladders to climb.  
However, it MUST be stressed that this is a wet trip, 
with deep wading and a possible swim at The Whirlpool.  
An oversuit or wetsuit is essential, wetsuit socks are 
advisable.  Party size is limited to eight, plus Leader.  
This trip is already fully booked, but check the PDMHS 
website in case this changes.  Contact:  Paul Chandler.
Thanks are due to John Harrison at Speedwell Cavern 
for permission to visit the system.

7:  Slide Evening - Exclusive and Secret 
Derbyshire Caves & Mines.
Wednesday 25th November 2009.  Presenter:  Paul 
Chandler.  Venue:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Matlock Bath, 7 for 7.15pm.  Duration:  Aproximately 
two hours with a refreshment interval.
An opportunity to view some Derbyshire Caves 
and Mines where access is restricted or difficult, or 
dependent on weather conditions.  Some of the places to 
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be visited include:  Lathkill Head Cave via the Garden 
Path Entrance; P8 (Jackpot), the Downstream Sumps 1 
to 4 in drought conditions; Snelslow Swallet; Merlin’s 
Mine upstream Sumps 1 to 5 and downstream in drought 
conditions; plus other locations.  Finally a miscellany of 
slides taken on recent Society meets will be shown.

8:  “Mining Heritage Walk” - Cromford.
Sunday 6th December 2009.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
10:30 at Cromford Meadows car park (below the canal 
wharf).
This walk comes in two parts:  Firstly, we will look 
at the lower end of the village to see how Sir Richard 
Arkwright developed it; the second part will take us 
through Rose End Meadows, round the edge of Dene 
Quarry to the Dove Gang Mines, then onto Cromford 
Moor Mine.  From here we will walk down the hillside 
back to Cromford.  Optional food and drink at the Bell 
Inn, Cromford, on the way.

9:  Film Evening - A Miscellany of Films on 
Mining and Caving, plus a Special Bonus!
Wednesday 9th December 2009.  Presenter:  Paul 
Chandler.  Venue:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Matlock Bath, 7 for 7.15pm.  Duration:  Aproximately 
two hours with a refreshment interval.
An eclectic mix of film clips, featuring Cave & Mine 
Rescues, Show Caves, Caving as an activity, Bats, 
Cartoons, Society members on television, plus many 
more mining and caving topics.  Also, a rare showing of 
an early film, featuring a Steeplejack in action!

10:  “Heritage Walk” - Lumsdale Mills, 
Tansley
Sunday 20th December 2009.  Leader: Guest Leader, 
meet 10:30 at the Lower Highfields school car park.

There Will Be A Small Charge Of £3.00 per 
Person For This Walk.
Our guest leader  will lead the trip around the former 
Lumsdale Mills at Tansley, visiting the the former bone 
mill and bleach works, to name just a few.  Optional 
food and drink at the Greyhound, Cromford afterwards.

11:  “Mining Heritage Walk” - Hubberdale 
Mine and Whale Sough, Flagg.
Sunday 3rd January 2010.  Leader:  Adam Russell, meet 
10:30 at Hard Rake laybay (SK157 685).
This three hour walk will follow the course of Whale 
Sough from its tail, over Whale pasture to the various 
shafts and sites on the veins of the Hubberdale Mine 
area. Stout footwear and waterproofs are advisable

12:  “Heritage Walk” - The Lead Mills Of 
Linacre
Sunday 10th January 2010.  Leader: Ron Tune, meet 
10:30 at Lower Linacre Reservoir car park, by the totem 
pole off the B6050 Cutthorpe to Baslow Road.
A short walk of approximately two hours round the 

sites of two 16th century water powered lead mills and 
associated furnaces in the Linacre Valley, Northwest of 
Chesterfield.  Charcoal and White coal was produced in 
the local woods, and there are many sites, sunken and 
terraced track ways plus some trial pits to be seen.  Both 
the Foljambe and Heathcote families, merchants among 
their other interests, lived in this area.

Forthcoming Meets.
Advance Notice:  Milldam Mine, Great Hucklow.
Because of some legal issues fluorspar mining operations 
are now scheduled to start at end of 2009. Our Society 
visit has therefore been rescheduled for early in 2010. 
The trip will probably be a midweek, daytime, visit.  
Advance bookings are being taken, places are limited 
to eight because of Land Rover transport underground.  
Four places are provisionally booked so far.  To book, or 
for further details, contact Paul Chandler.

Film Shows.  Presented by Dave Webb, and Mat and 
Niki Adlam-Stiles during January and February 2010

January 13th 2010.  Holme Bank Chert Mine.  
Leader:  Martin Long

Life In The Darkness.  An illustrated talk by John 
Jones of the Wirksworth Mines Research Group about 
animal and insect life in the mines of the Via Gellia. 
Date to be advised in the next newsletter.
The Mining Heritage Walks are highly recommended, 
and are a great way of getting out into the countryside to 
meet new members and old friends.  Buffets are optional 
and cost between £1.50 and £3.00
Further details on the sites visited during these walks, 
and some of the underground trips, can be found in the 
latest edition of  “Lead Mining in the Peak District”  by 
Rieuwerts and Ford.
For more information about any of the walks listed here, 
please contact Tony Wood on 01629 650162, mobile 
0789127668, or email:  wtonyw01@aol.com.
For details of underground trips, film evenings, etc., 
please contact Paul Chandler:  Tel: 01246-220773 , or 
email:  paulchandler3@btinternet.com.

Tony Wood

Barmote Event 2009
This year’s Barmote event will take place on Wednesday 
the 21st of October 2009 at the Peak District Mining 
Museum, Matlock Bath.  The Guest Speakers will be:  
Andy Pollock, Head Ranger for Derbyshire County 
Council’s Countryside Services, presenting part two of 
his talk on the Cromford & High Peak Railway;  and Dr. 
Lynn Willies who will speak about the Pleasley Pit.
Food and drink will be provided at the museum.  As 
usual new members will receive their own invitations, 
other members should phone, or call in at, the museum 
for a reservation and to give an idea of the numbers 
requiring food.  There will be an opportunity for new 
members to tour the Mining Museum, and Temple Mine.

Tony Wood, Barmote Event Organiser

mailto:wtonyw01@aol.com
mailto:paulchandler3@btinternet.com
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Silence Mine: The Story So Far
Now seems an opportune moment to report on the 
PDMHS Conservation Team project at Silence Mine, 
where members of the Society have been working 
for about 18 months at the invitation of the local 
communities of Great Hucklow, Grindlow and Foolow 
(via their Silence Heritage Site management group).  
By the time this newsletter has arrived on your mat we 
will hopefully have finished archaeological excavations 
here, although there will still be consolidation work to 
do.  Because we are using lime mortar, which is slow 
drying and should not be applied when there is a risk 
of frost over subsequent weeks, this work will have to 
wait until next Spring, when we will resume our ‘First 
Saturday of the Month’ sessions to complete the project.  
In the meanwhile we will now be turning our attention 
to documentary research, and starting to think about 
interpretation panels and the final detailed, illustrated 
report.  The latter may well be at least a year or two 
away, hence the summary given below.
The archaeological discoveries at Silence Mine have 
made the work here very worthwhile.  When we arrived 
the only thing visible was a small stone-roofed chamber 
and the back wall of what has turned out to be two 
larger adjacent rooms that originally were also set into 
the hillside, again these were once stone roofed.  The 
situation is now very different, with low remaining walls 
uncovered that also show the full outlines of a steam 
engine house, a boiler house, a passageway, drains and a 
flue.

The two back rooms both once had arched stone roofs, 
each with a coal hatch near its centre.  The collapsed 
remains of the hatches’ stone surrounds were found 
during excavation.  These hatches were set at the same 
level as the adjacent old road, and from here carts of 
coal could easily be unloaded straight into the cellars 
below.  These rooms were still intact in the early 1970s 
but were demolished when a haul road was created for 
spar removal from hillocks at Old Grove Mine a short 
distance to the east.

Nellie Kirkham had previously made notes of what 
survived in 1946, when the site was much the same as in 
the early 1970s.  The other parts of the buildings on site 
had disappeared earlier; the boiler house was perhaps 
demolished to remove the boiler as early as the mid-
1880s.  Although much sparring at the Silence Mine 
hillock took place in the 1950s, Kirkham’s notes show 
that much of the collapse and/or demolition was earlier 
and the lack of depiction of buildings on the second 
edition Ordnance Survey 25 inch to a mile map of 1898, 
suggests that much had gone by this date.
Upon excavation, we found that the engine house has 
been removed down to below floor level, with the 
exception of one very large horizontal slab with adjacent 
truncated walls in the north-west corner.  However, 
what does remain is a much of a stone platform that is 
nearly two metres thick, built as a substantial raised raft 
that provided a stable foundation for a horizontal steam 
engine.
The adjacent small chamber that still retains its stone 
roof is now thought to have originally contained an L-
rocker with balance box, which was attached to flat rods.  
These rods ran from the drive shaft and crank of the 
engine, going both to the balance bob just mentioned and 
to a second rocker in the opposite direction, placed next 
to the shaft and attached to the pump rods; unfortunately 
this part of the site was sparred away so now cannot be 
examined.  Similarly, the likely site of a fly wheel and 
perhaps a winding drum, placed adjacent to the southern 
half of the engine house and attached directly to the 
engine’s drive shaft, have now been lost as this particular 
spot has been heavily disturbed.  The balance bob in the 
surviving pit kept the flat rods in tension and prevented 
excessive load on the drive crank at the top of the 
stroke.  The bob continued to be used once its bearings 
were already seriously worn or the supporting frame 
had moved out of true, for one of the stone walls of the 
pit has a series of wear grooves. Later the chamber was 
converted to a small room with door, entered by a flight 
of steps.  Perhaps this modification took place during 
early sparring operations to create a tool shed, or it was 
used for non-mining related activity.
The foundations of the boiler house remain.  Inside are 
the bottoms of flues running to both sides of the site of 
a long Cornish- or Lancashire-type boiler.  Impressions 
of the bricks lining the under-side of the boiler itself 
were clearly visible in a thin layer of mortar when first 
excavated.
Adjacent to the boiler house there is a narrow walled 
corridor or unroofed passageway which was needed, 
because of the restricted nature of the site, to allow 
access to the business end of the boiler from outside.  
Below the floor levels of this narrow passage and in the 
area in front of the boiler there are the remains of an 
under-floor slab-covered drain that took water spilt from 
the boiler.  The drain also took further water from an 
under-floor drain running from the coal cellars, needed 
because water from shale bedrock seeps in from the 
upslope side.

A fine photograph of Doug Nash standing in the 
arched entrance to the rooms, taken in the 1970s 

before the sparring took place.



5

On the opposite side of the corridor from the boiler 
house, there is the flue from boiler to chimney, 
running upslope to the corner of the site, where a 
circular chimney is shown next to the old road on the 
first edition 25 inch to a mile map.  The chimney has 
disappeared without trace and appears to have had even 
its foundations removed by persons unknown.  The 
flue leading to it was originally brick lined, with their 
impressions still visible in the mortar at the floor and 
sides (the roof has gone); somebody obviously wanted 
bricks badly as virtually all were robbed. 

It is known that Silence Mine, which lies in the private 
Grindlow Liberty, was created in the early 18th century 
when the major Hucklow Edge Vein was first followed 
under the gritstone escarpment; Silence Grove started 
production in 1714.  For a while it was a rich mine, with 
much ore fetched up the shaft, presumably with the aid 
of a gin engine.  A large waste hillock at the shaft top 
was created.  The engine house we have excavated was 
not built until much later, as horizontal engines were 
not introduced until the 19th century.  The most likely 
interpretation is that it dates from when the Milldam 
Mining Company, formed in 1855, was active at the site.  
This company were presumably examining old workings 
and exploring the vein at depth, and is known to have 
been producing ore here in the early 1880s (and perhaps 
before).

The steam engine was certainly used to pump water out 
of the mine up the engine shaft, presumably up as far 
as the early 18th century horizontal pump-way known 
as Silence Sough that let water out at the bottom of the 
escarpment; it is know that a series of these levels led 
from different mines along the escarpment in Grindlow 
and Foolow Liberties (see Volume 1 of Jim Rieuwerts 
new ‘Lead Mining in Derbyshire’).  Whether the engine 
at the excavated site was also used for winding ore out 
of the mine is currently less certain on the basis of the 
archaeological evidence; but this seems likely, for a 
short notice in the High Peak News for 11th Nov. 1882 
(p. 5) states that at the half yearly meeting of the Mill 
Dam Mining Company it was reported that the Silence 
Mine was now in ‘full work’ with the recent erection of 
a ‘stone crusher with jaws 15in. x 9in.’, installed to cope 
with increased output.  Presumably the jaw crusher was 
powered by the steam engine, but whether this was also 
erected in 1882, or was earlier and adapted at that date, 
is not known; broken firebricks found in the plinth under 
the boiler and elsewhere on site, suggest there had been 
a steam engine here for longer and that this had been 
subsequently put back in order.  

The Milldam Mining Company ceased work in 1884 
and it is documented, in an unsourced newspaper 
cutting dated 8 Feb. 1886 (DRO: Rieuwerts Coll. 1289 
B/L 423), that the engine shaft had just collapsed after 
the mine had been ‘standing [idle] for about fourteen 
months’.  It notes that ‘the sheds near and at the various 
plant were precipitated down the abyss, which is over 
100 fathoms deep’.  Quite what went down the shaft is 

unclear, but it was certainly not the engine and boiler 
houses.
It is this author’s view that the two ‘coal cellars’ are an 
integral part of the 19th century steam engine house 
build, erected for this purpose, with one also used as a 
stoking area.  Not all the team follow this interpretation, 
suggesting instead that these two rooms are earlier in 
date than the rest of the building and were erected as an 
early 18th century ore store.  While this view initially 
was attractive, from an archaeological perspective this 
does not sit well with the fact that all relevant parts of 
the structure have walls that are bonded together rather 
than being butted and thus indicating one building added 
to another.  That the ‘cellars’ now look very different 
in style from the rest of what remains of the buildings 
may be an illusion, reflecting only that the engine house 
and boiler house have been largely demolished down 
to footings level.  While no doubt argument should 
still continue to pass backwards and forwards, as the 
excavation has progressed I have found it harder to 
accept the hypothesis that there were two phases of 
build.

John Barnatt
(on behalf of the PDMHS Conservation Team)

The PDMHS Website is a valuable source of information 
for Society members and non-members alike.
A recent development is a section on Peak District 
Mining Laws & Customs, with links to George 
Hopkinson’s 1644 treatise on the Mining Laws of 
Wirksworth Wapentake, the High Peak Mining Customs 
and Mineral Courts Act 1851, and a transcript of a legal 
case in 1897 in which Arthur Stokes (Mines Inspector 
for the Midlands) took a Mr. Arkwright to court over 
unsecured shafts on his land near Cromford. There is 
also a link to an interactive search engine that allows the 
user to search, via keyword, through 15 volumes of the 
PDMHS Mining History Bulletin plus the Transactions 
and Memoirs of the Northern Cavern and Mine Research 
Society and the Memoirs and Monographs of its 
successor, the Northern Mine Research Society.
All the regular topics remain of course: General 
information about the Society, including:  How to 
join; Meets and events; Society projects; PDMHS 
publications; and Historical resources including the 
Mines Index of 1896 and Census data on lead miners. 
There is also a link to the Mining Museum website.
All in all a valuable resource, and well worth a visit at 
www.pdmhs.com 

Niki Adlam-Stiles

PDMHS
Website

Developments

www.pdmhs.com


6

Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 31
1. Bole Hill near Bank Hall, Chapel en le 
Frith, Derbyshire.  SK 050 786.
Recent research undertaken by Mike Gregg and 
Eric Lumb concerning the history of Bank Hall has 
discovered that a prominent hill lying to the southwest 
of Bank Hall was once known as Bole Hill.  A rather 
schematic map of the general area dating from 1600 
notes it as the Boule Hille, most likely an earlier spelling 
of Bole Hill.  A later deed of purchase by the Bank Hall 
Estate dating from 1787 notes it as the Bole Hill and 
another later estate map dated 1861 refers to the fields 
located atop the hill as Little Bole Hill and Great Bole 
Hill (i.e. the great and little field at the bole hill rather 
than implying two bole sites).  Mike Gregg contacted 
one of the writers (CH) and a visit was made to the 
site.  Unfortunately almost the entire summit of the hill 
as been quarried for walling stone leaving shallow pits 
with adjacent low hillocks of waste stone.  Nothing was 
found to confirm that the site was a former lead smelting 
site, but from the above map and documentary evidence, 
it seems likely that this activity did occur here.

Present: Mike Gregg, Chris Heathcote.

2. Entrances, Devonshire Cavern/Coalpit 
Rake, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire.
SK 2906 5838
Tony Wood has kindly added to the information we are 
collating about the entrances at Devonshire Cavern, as 
last reported in Notes 29 (Newsletter 130 – April 2009)
“The lower entrance of the Devonshire Cavern was 
fully open when I first visited it in the late 1980’s.  I 
remember there was quite a bit of rubbish in the entrance 
but this was easy to scramble over to get into the 
workings.  The present access door was fitted in about 
1989 by a caving club from Mansfield, a friend of mine 
helped to fit the door.”  
“I also recall that there was a shaft open to the surface 
in the little ravine below the cavern entrance, covered 
with rust coloured mesh.  It was roughly fifty feet deep, 
near the bottom you could step off the ladder into a 
small chamber.  The bottom of this shaft leads into the 
lower workings of Coal Pit Rake.  I have since looked 
for this shaft on the surface but cannot find it, although it 
is still possible to see it below ground.”  (JB adds - this 
entrance is shrouded by bushes on private ground but is 
still there).

3. Moss Colliery, Ringinglow, Sheffield.  
Centred SK 281 836
On rough moorland west of Ringinglow Toll Bar and 
north of the road to Burbage Bridge the authors have 
recently made a detailed inspection of coal mining 
remains, as part of survey work for the National Park 
Authority.  The wet ground is Open Access moorland but 

for the most part has no footpaths and is hard going.
In a 100-150m wide band running east/west there is 
evidence for up to 36 run-in shafts, a small percentage 
of which could perhaps be alternatively interpreted 
as small stone-getting pits.  This band runs from just 
under 200m west of the track to Brown Edge Quarries, 
going eastwards until improved land is reached.  The 
Ringinglow Coal Seam outcrops to the southern side 
of the band; to the west it lies immediately south of the 
road but veers slightly away from it southwards as you 
go east towards Ringinglow.  The coal dips northwards 
and soon reached sufficient depth beneath the surface to 
remain unworked, presumably this became uneconomic 
because wet conditions at increasing depth prevented 
mining without making unwarranted investment in an 
expensive drainage sough or steam powered pumps.
In all cases the shafts have run-in, leaving deep hollows 
that often contain ponds.  Each has a hillock of upcast 
derived from sinking the shaft, here the waste was 
commonly placed on the upslope side, rather than 
downslope as is normally the case; this may have been 
done to impede surface water entering the shafts.  For 
the most part the shafts must have had hand stowes, but 
in one, and possibly up to three cases, all to the north 
side of the band, there are flat-topped hillocks where a 
whim gin was installed.
A short distance west of the Brown Edge Quarries 
track there are the low walls of a series of demolished 
buildings.  One old Ordnance Survey twenty-five inch 
to one mile map shows these, naming a chimney and 
shaft.  Taken at face value this may suggest they were 
colliery buildings with a steam engine; this is not the 
case.  Careful plotting reveals a plan that includes a 
dwelling and several outbuildings around two yards; no 
traces of a substantial chimney base nor building plans 
consistent with engine/boiler houses exist.  Ward notes 
this as Kelly’s House, named after one of its occupants 
(Sheffield Clarion Ramblers handbook 1950-51).
The surface remains at Moss Colliery are a typical 
example of the method of working often employed in 
the small mines on the western fringe of the Yorkshire 
coalfield and still extant within the National Park (both 
here and to the west between Glossop and Leek).  This 
way of mining comprised sinking shallow shafts down 
to the coal seam that are placed relatively close together, 
from where coal was usually taken by employment of 
the pillar and stall method.  At any one moment in time 
several shafts would be open to allow good ventilation 
underground.  As the seam was followed laterally and 
downdip, new winding shafts would be sunk, leaving 
those just employed for ventilation, before these were 
eventually sealed/backfilled as yet further shafts were 
created as migration continued.  At Moss Colliery the 
deepest shafts occur to the north edge of the band and 
this is reflected a by their somewhat larger hillocks when 
compared with those nearer the outcrop.  The coal was 
presumably first found further east around Ringinglow, 
or in the bed/banks of the Deep Sick stream, and was 
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gradually followed downdip and westwards.  Even at 
the deepest shafts, where a wooden gin may well have 
been employed at 1 to 3 shafts, there are no further signs 
of mining where investment had led to well organised 
extraction; there are not even causeways to allow easy 
access to shaft tops to remove the coal despite the wet 
and difficult ground conditions.

The colliery was first reported by Farey in 1811 when it 
was included in his list of active coal mines; how long it 
had been active is not known, but the first mining may 
have been in the 18th century rather than earlier, given 
the remote location and the presence of more easily won 
coal further east towards Sheffield.  When the Ordnance 
Survey first surveyed the area for the one-inch to a mile 
map published in 1840 (Sheet 82 NW) the western parts 
of the workings were already active, although the shafts 
beyond the track to Brown Edge Quarries are not shown 
and presumably had still to be sunk.  South of the road, 
in the rough area of Lady Canning’s Plantation not 
planted with trees, there are a small number of further 
shafts (not inspected in 2009).  Four are shown on the 
Ordnance Survey one inch to a mile map of 1840 and 
named as Deep Sick Coal Pits.  By the time the detailed 
25 inch to a mile Ordnance Survey maps were produced 
later in the 19th century all are shown as disused.  Ward 
gave summary information on the mining in 1950-51 
and this was the basis for an article by John Matthews 
and Denis Price in one of the first bulletins of our 
Society (Bull. PDMHS Volume 1 No. 5, Oct. 1961, pp. 
41-5).

The mining south of the road to Burbage Bridge is also 
noted by Farey, but as Ringinglow Colliery, and later by 
the Ordnance Survey and then Ward as the Deep Sick 
pits.  It is now not clear where the boundary between 
the Moss and Ringinglow collieries lay; workings 
in the seam were probably continuous near outcrop 
to either side of the road.  Perhaps the names reflect 
different ownership of land rather than different mining 
operations.  Workings in the same seam also extended 
eastwards to the old Barber Field Copperas Works 
(previously a lead smelter), located a short distance 
southeast of the Toll Bar and then further eastwards still.  
The copperas works processed the iron pyrites found in 
the coal seam, used to produce nitric and sulphuric acid 
for the chemical industry.

Present: John Barnatt and Kathy Speight 

4. Possible Openwork, Flagg.  SK 145 682
Along the line of a vein on the east side of Knotlow hill, 
there is a wide openwork groove 2-3m deep, roughly 
75m long, and up to 10m wide.  It is oriented roughly 
east-west.  This feature is unlike any other related to lead 
mining in the Flagg area apart from a vague similarity 
with the opencut on Whalfe Pipe which gives access 
to “Hillocks Mine” in the adjacent Monyash Liberty.  
There are disturbed areas around it, though normally 
little detail can be distinguished, but while the field was 
being rolled in spring 2009 it became apparent that a line 

of very eroded hillocks met the openwork groove on its 
south side.The orientation and location of these would 
fit with being the termination of the Great Greensward 
Vein.
The surface expression (where it survives) of mining on 
most veins in the Flagg area consists of lines of small 
hillocks from trialling, with occasional larger hillocks 
from more intensive operations.  Some of this trialling 
takes the form of a shallow groove with spoil banking, 
but these grooves are usually only about 1m deep and 
1-2m wide.
The openwork groove’s unusual character, coupled 
with its intersection with Great Greensward Rake gives 
a possible hint of an early date for its creation.  There 
were boundary disputes between Rowland Eyre, as 
lessee of lot and cope for the High Peak, and Sir William 
Cavendish who owned Ashford liberty in the early 17th 
century, and as part of the court case, in 1618 Henry 
Hurst of Monyash gave statement that in about 1592, he 
and Henry Berry “did sett a grove upon Greensall rake 
nere Strifte meere where some old wurke had been in 
old tyme but not within the memory of man” (PRO D/L 
4 67/59, quoted in Rieuwerts, 2003).  Strifte Meer was 
the disputed point where Monyash Liberty and Ashford 
Liberty met along Greensward (Greensall) Rake, so 
Hurst’s deposition shows that there had been working on 
this vein not far from the openwork groove and at a date 
probably before 1540.  The openwork groove may be 
similarly early.

Adam Russell
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, 
Chapel en le Frith, High Peak, Derbys. SK23 9TX 
(01298 814822) or John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, 
Buxton, Derbys., SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923), (email 
john.barnatt@btinternet.com).

New Members
Please welcome the following people as new members 
of the Society:-

National Coal Mining Museum for England,   
 Caphouse Colliery, WAKEFIELD
Kevin Starkey and Family, WIRKSWORTH
Tom Swailes, BOLLINGTON
Peter & Lynn Wagstaff, BELPER

who were elected on the 10th of July, and:-
Keith & Frances Gregory, LEEK
Mark Taylor, DERBY
William E Varley, ILKLEY
Karl R Vestel, MATLOCK

who were elected at the Committee meeting on Friday 
the 11th of September.
I am sure we all hope that their membership will bring 
them many enjoyable and rewarding experiences.

Wes Taylor

mailto:john.barnatt@btinternet.com
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Book Review
“The Mines of Alston Moor”, by Raymond 
A Fairburn, 2008.  278 pages, £19.99.
It must be made clear that Ray’s new book is not a 
reprint of his 1993 work on Alston Moor, which had 192 
pages sized A5.  The new book has a total of 278 pages 
and is in the larger B5 format, it is also enhanced with 
twenty photographs, and is illustrated with fifty plans 
and diagrams.  For the ore extraction junkie he has listed 
sufficient compilations of production figures.
I had never fully realised that divining rods had been 
used for prospecting in our area in early periods, despite 
having read Agricola.  But they were certainly used by a 
prospector at British Gypsum at Kirby Thore in the 1950s.  
I particularly enjoyed the chapters on Browngill Low, 
Garrigill, they are fascinating.  Many years ago we were 
given permission by the landowner to open this mine, prior 
to the owner converting the mine shop and smithy into 
a private residence (a photograph appears on page 13 of 
the Northern Lead Miner of the building with the portal 
standing).  We had no idea of its extent, 1200 yards later we 
had pushed it as far as we could when our time was up.
Likewise the chapter on the local smelt mills introduces 
further information on a subject ignored by many writers 
and historians, yet this is the final and most important 
process and should not be omitted.  It is interesting to note 
that the Pattinson Process for the de-silvering of lead was 
first tried at the Nenthead Smelter c-1836.
A further plus factor is the attention given to the small 
mines and early trials which are clearly documented, these 
early excavations are in many cases the foundations for 
greater things to come.  For the historian on the ground, 
these are of immense interest and great fun to seek out.
This latest body of work from the pen of Ray Fairburn is 
what is expected of an expert on his subject.  The book is 
well researched and a credit to the author, and is excellent 
value at £19.99.  It will sit proudly on any mine explorers 
or historians bookshelf where the information can be 
extracted and enjoyed in years to come.
Available at the Nenthead Mines Heritage Centre, Keswick 
Mining Museum and other good local bookshops.
Enjoy the read!

Ian Tyler
Author and Curator of Keswick Mining Museum

Members’ Ads.
Wanted:  PDMHS Bulletins:  Volume 1 Nos. 1 to 6; 
Volume 2 No. 1; Volume 3 Nos. 1 & 2; Volume 4 No. 5.
If any members have copies for sale, or are prepared to 
photocopy their own copies I would be very interested 
and would obviously cover all costs.  Bill (W.J.) Mason, 
16 Larkfield, Eccleston, CHORLEY, PR7 5RN.

For Sale:  Free (Garage clear-out) ‘Aqua Vac’ Vacuum 
cleaner with hoses, full working order, mains operated.  
Ideal for workshop or similar.  Other items for 
sale, a list is available.  Contact Paul Chandler:  Tel: 
01246-220773 or email: paulchandler3@btinternet.com

The April and July 2009 issues of the PDMHS 
Newsletter have been produced, on an experimental 
basis, as electronic, emailable versions. These have 
been reviewed by a number of members of the PDMHS 
Committee, and after positive feedback it has been 
decided to launch the electronic version of the newsletter 
commencing with the January 2010 issue.
This will be a supplementary service to members, 
there is no intention to replace the paper editions.
The e-newsletter will be able to include colour 
photographs and diagrams for the first time.
Contributors’ and the Society’s copyright will be 
fully protected, as the newsletter will distributed as a 
password protected PDF which can be viewed on 
screen and printed, but copying or extraction of 
content or images will not be permitted.
The e-newsletter will be a fairly large file, typically 
about 500 kilobytes for an eight page issue, so members 
wishing to also receive the newsletter in this format are 
advised to have a reasonable fast broadband connection.
To subscribe to the e-newsletter please email your name 
and address, to newsletter@pdmhs.com

Steve Thompson

PDMHS Newsletter, January 2010
The deadline for the next edition of the Newsletter is 
Tuesday the 24th of November 2009.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:-newsletter@pdmhs.com

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee Registered 
Charity No 504662

Registered Office:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR Tel: 01269 583834

Web Sites: Society:  www.pdmhs.com
  Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided that 
acknowledgment is made of the source.

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society.

PDMHS
Newsletter goes 
Electronic !!!
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