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Newsletter No. 133  January 2010

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Membership Renewal 2009 - 2010
If there is a cross in the box below then you have not 
renewed your membership for the current year.  Please 
renew now.

The current membership rates are:
 Individual: £ 19.00
 Joint:  £ 21.00
 Family:  £ 23.00
 Institutional: £ 25.00

Subscriptions should be sent to:
Mr. W J Taylor, Membership Secretary, 18 Station Lane, 
Walton on Trent, SWADLINCOTE, DE12 8NA

Annual General Meeting
The Thirty Fifth Annual General Meeting of the 
Peak District Mines Historical Society Limited was 
held in the Pump Room of the Peak District Mining 
Museum, Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, 
Derbyshire, on Saturday the 21st of November 2009.
The Directors’ Report and the Accounts for the year 
ending the 31st of March 2009 were accepted.

Chairman’s Report
Welcome to this Annual General Meeting of the Peak 
District Mines Historical Society Limited.  50 years old!
From humble origins in the spring of 1959 to an 
internationally respected organisation.
2009 has been a full active year involving sustained hard 
work and dedication from Society Members and your 
Committee of Management.
The Golden Jubilee celebrations began in April after 
the Barmote Court when a self funding joint lunch was 
attended by the Duchy of Lancaster representatives, the 
Barmote Court Officers and Jurymen together with a 
representative section of PDMHS personnel including 
some founder members.
I quote ‘The Queen sends her warm, good wishes to both 
the members of the Society and to all concerned during 
this most special anniversary year.’
To celebrate the PDMHS 50th, and the National 
Association of Mining History Organisations’s 
(NAMHO) 30th, birthdays we hosted the NAMHO 
Conference during the weekend June 19-22, based at 
Matlock County Offices and the Mining Museum.  The 

theme was ‘Archaeological Landscapes’.  The event was 
a huge success attracting delegates from the UK and 
Europe and Australia.  There were 22 underground trips, 
11 surface walks and two mini buses visiting various 
mining locations in the area.
The opening ceremony on Friday evening at County 
Hall was well received culminating in an excellent 
visual presentation.  Saturday’s lectures attracted 50 plus 
delegates throughout the day at the County Hall venue.
Sunday’s Forum based on Mining Heritage, Museums 
and their future was held at the Mining Museum.  This 
was a well attended, thought provoking day, sharing 
ideas and concerns.  The day concluded with over 100 
people enjoying a BBQ at Magpie Mine on a fine, 
calm evening.  A Mining History Bulletin covering the 
conference is in preparation.
The Golden Jubilee Publication:  Many thanks to all 
contributors who have submitted a diverse selection of 
material.  The Editor is currently formatting this and 
we look forward to memories and celebrations of the 
numerous activities and achievements of PDMHS over 
the years.
Conservation:  The Silence Mine project is almost 
complete, some cementing work being left until suitable 
weather in Spring 2010.  At the Ecton Hill Engine House 
a clean out was effected which impressed the National 
Trust Advisory Committee to recommend investment.  
November’s working party focussed on approved scrub 
removal from the reservoir at the Magpie site.  The 
group turn out whatever the weather and their advice is 
sought by other organisations.
Crich:  Track maintenance by the Tramway Group 
disturbed the site over last winter but this has now 
been restored, a new winch has been acquired and the 
site continues to thrive with the hard work of the Crich 
volunteers.
Magpie Mine Field Centre:  Improved autumn weather 
favoured continued outside maintenance e.g.  painting 
and remedial woodwork.  We have signed up for the 
Higher Level Stewardship Scheme run by Natural 
England with grateful thanks to Peak District National 
Park Authority (PDNPA) personnel for their input - we 
hope for a decision in the New Year.  Member’s use of 
the facilities shows a steady increase.
PDNPA Rangers have run several successful Family 
Activity days at the site and have already booked 
another day for 2010.
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On Saturday September 12th the Magpie site was again 
open for another fine Heritage Day.

The Power to Magpie Fund stands at about £ 4,500, 
including a donation from the Chatsworth Trustees.  
Many thanks to all who have donated.  Coinciding with 
the start of a recession was not good timing, energies 
devoted to our 50th celebrations have been distracting 
plus changes in adjacent land ownership.  We intend to 
have a `big push` in 2010 to resolve this issue at such a 
remote location.  The newsletter will note progress, any 
comments to the Society Directors please.

Membership:  Remains steady but there are still too 
many late renewals involving reminders and creating 
extra work for Society officers.

Meets:  A varied, well planned and attended programme 
of walks and underground meets has continued.  The 
meets earlier in the year incorporated ‘rehearsals’ for 
the NAMHO conference.  Thanks to leaders and land 
owners who continue to be cooperative.

Mining Museum:  The relocation of the Tourist 
Information Centre (TIC) has been beneficial to the 
Museum and outreach visits continue.  The effects of 
the economic downturn have fluctuated but energy 
costs have risen.  A BBC Heritage UK initiative has led 
to a recent interview with Radio Derby and Museum 
personnel are involved in discussions with local cluster 
visitor planning.  The excellent news that our Museum 
has achieved Museum Library Association (MLA) 
Accreditation status recognises the hard work devoted to 
that submission.  The Museum continues to host various 
meetings including the successful and popular October 
Barmote event.

Publications: Bulletin - Our new editor has taken to 
the task like ‘a duck to water’ and at the moment there 
is a steady flow of contributions but keep researching 
and writing please.  We need to acknowledge the 
contribution of members who format and proof read 
copy.

  Newsletter - Another ‘duck to water’ 
is the new editor who is using software compatible with 
the bulletin so streamlining the process.  He welcomes 
all informative snippets.

Recording:  The council has agreed a library policy 
which is undergoing ‘final tweaks’.  Photos are flooding 
in and a grant from MLA has enabled the purchase 
of special acid free photo albums.  Please assist our 
recorder in the correct identification of material.

Our attention will, in the future, inevitably turn to 
digitisation of our collection.

Training Coordinator:  The role was created in 2001 
and Paul Chandler has worked hard in the post for the 
past 8 years but now wishes to step down.  Currently 
there seems to a limited amount of interest by society 
members in attending training meets.  We express our 
sincere appreciation of Paul’s work.  Martin Long has 
volunteered to take on the role – thank you.

Website:  Address www.pdmhs.com is an excellent 
resource of valuable information.  All the selected pdf 
articles from the bulletin are now on the site and the 
meets list is kept up to date.  Keep yourselves abreast of 
news and developments by accessing it !
Links with other organisations:  E.g.  Derbyshire 
Caving Association (DCA);  Liaison work continues 
whether about pollution or bats or caving/mining 
activity.  Northern Mines Research Society (NMRS);  
Our annual joint meets are well attended and enjoyed.
It has been a stimulating and demanding time but a 
privilege to chair the Society for the last 3 years with the 
50th Anniversary Celebrations being the highlight.
My profound and hearty thanks to all Directors, 
Committee Members, Volunteers and the Society 
Membership for your enduring support, enthusiasm 
and good humoured service promoting the Society and 
ensuring its position as an eminent Mining History 
Organisation.
I also thank Mike for his patience and extend my best 
wishes to my successor.
I extend seasonal greetings to all members and their 
families.
Thank you.

Mave Luff.

Election of Directors
The elected Directors of the Society for 2009/10 are:-
Chairman Mr. A. Wood
Deputy Chairman Mr. K. Gregory
Hon. Secretary Mr. D. Weston
Hon. Treasurer Mrs. E. Dixon
Hon. Recorder Mrs. K. Harvey
Hon. Editor Mr. R. Shaw
Ordinary Members Mr. J. Barnatt  Mr. I. Bunting
 Mrs. P. Pick Mr. A. Russell
 Mr. P. Turner Mr. D. Webb

Pre-AGM Entertainment
Prior to the AGM we heard a most informative, well 
researched and illustrated, talk by Peter Neville on 
Aerial Photography by Kite.  Peter explained the history 
of the technique, then discussed the various technical, 
and legal, factors in applying kites to aerial photography.  
Finally he presented some most impressive examples 
of still and video images obtained in this way.  Next we 
enjoyed  welcome refreshments, and the opportunity 
to assist Kay Harvey, our Recorder, identify places and 
names on some of the PDMHS photo collection.
Finally we enjoyed another illustrated presentation, this 
time by Lynn Willies on the Combe Down Stone Mines 
Stabilisation Project, near Bath.  Lynn, and colleague 
Neville Higgins, have been working since November 
2000 on a detailed archaeological record of these mines 
which provided stone for the 18th century building of 
Bath.  Some 25 hectares of workings have now been 
infilled with foamed concrete to protect housing above.

Steve Thompson

http://www.pdmhs.com
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Lead In The Veins
“An Account of the History and 

Development of Lead Mining in the 
Parishes of Great Hucklow, Little Hucklow 

and Grindlow, and how it shaped the 
landscape and the lives of the people.”

Sunday the 8th of November was the occasion for a 
gathering in the Nightingale Centre at Great Hucklow 
to celebrate the 
launch of  “Lead 
in the Veins”, a 
book researched, 
compiled, written 
and designed by 
the Parishioners 
of Great Hucklow, 
Little Hucklow 
and Grindlow.
This Launch Party 
brought together a 
wide spectrum of 
the people of the 
three parishes, as 
well as many of 
those involved in 
some way in the 
preparation of the book.
Among the bodies represented at the event were the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, which awarded the grant which 
made the creation of the book possible, the Peak 
District National Park Authority, which supported and 
encouraged the people of the community in this and 
other projects, and especially the Great Hucklow and 
District Community Spirit Committee.  The members 

of this Committee have played a leading role in guiding 
this project to completion.
Eight of our members represented the Peak District 
Mines Conservation Team, which has been responsible 
for the archaeological excavations and conservation 
work at High Rake and Silence Mines, and we were 
delighted to meet numerous old friends there.  T’owd 
Man was especially welcome when he returned to day 
for the afternoon, bringing a selection of his implements 
and samples of minerals.  He joined us in partaking of 
some well deserved refreshments.
However, this occasion really belonged to all the 
people of the three parishes.  This was their project as 
a community, and it was time for them to celebrate its 
successful completion.  Every household there has been 
given a copy of “Lead in the Veins”, and I’m sure they 
will be valued and cherished long into the future.

See Page 9 for a book review...

But there’s more than just the book...
One more part of the Hucklow Lead Legacy Project was 
officially inaugurated on the 8th of November:

The Hucklow Lead Rake Trail
The trail runs from Washhouse Bottom on the old 
Castleton Lane in the West and extends to take in 
the  Silence Heritage Site at its Eastern end, and also 
includes the community of Grindlow, a total of some   
six km (almost 4 miles).  The trail is described in an 
excellent leaflet produced by the Community Spirit 
group, which guides walkers to almost thirty places of 
interest along the route, many of which are explained by 
interpretation boards at the sites.

And then - the Community Archive !!!
During the research for the project an ever-growing 
archive of the area’s Lead Heritage has been established.  
To assist future researchers copies of this archive will be 
lodged with the Peak District Mining Museum and the 
Local Studies Library in Matlock.

Steve Thompson
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Patricia Miles, Project Manager 
for “Lead in the Veins” welcomes 

everyone to the Book Launch party
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The “Fill A Kibble” Project.
Goodluck Mine, Via Gellia.
An invitation to Society members and guests to “Fill a 
Kibble” (or two!).  Goodluck Mine Preservation Club 
(GLMPC) members have begun a mine shaft excavation 
with two objectives; to explore possible lower passages 
and to seek a tub full of lead apparently ‘lost’ during 
mining operations in the 1930s.

Those interested in assisting with this project must be 
SRT proficient (own kit essential) and show proof of  
BCA Insurance.  The shaft is presently about 82ft (25m) 
deep and includes both a deviation and a rebelay.  As the 
photographs show the shaft is dry and enclosed.

Working and Open Days have been planned at the 
mine on the following Sundays in 2010:  January 24th, 
February 7th and March 7th.  More working or open 
days and evenings will be arranged throughout 2010.

Meet: 10am at the layby on the A5012 Via Gellia road, 
Grid Reference SK 269 565).  Bring a packed lunch and 
drink if staying all day. Finish time approx. 3pm.
As there are strict restrictions on the number of persons 
underground at any time, please contact Paul Chandler, 
01246 220773, email:  paulchandler3@btinternet.com 
beforehand, regarding the day(s) you would like to visit. 
Please also note, that Society members & guests 
who would be interested in joining this small, active, 
progressive group (the majority of whom are Society 
members) are welcome to contact Paul for membership 
details.

Joint Meeting of PDMHS and NMRS
Saturday, September 5th 2009
At 10.00 am we all met at Linton Church where we 
were kindly refreshed with drinks, cakes & biscuits.  We 
studied the gravestones and epitaphs of lead miners, 
some of whom were Derbyshire men.  Then we went to 
Yarnbury where the 35 members were supplied with a 
lunch bag (including more cake) and maps of the area.

The walk choice was condensed to a short walk 
around the Beever shaft area.  About half the group 
carried on with a longer trek to the Cupola Mill and 
Flues, Coalgrove Beck Bell Pits and Mill, Coalgrove 
Lead Mine, meandered north-west to Low and High 
Ringleton, West and Old Turf Pits and finally returned 
via Old Moor Lane to Yarnbury, and the refreshment 
vehicle (and yet more cake!) at 5.30pm.

The other group had returned to Yarnbury for lunch 
and then explored the meer stones in the Ripon Vein/
Outmoor area.

Grateful thanks to Sallie and all the NMRS members 
for their input into an enjoyable, informative day, even 
though the weather was inclement.

Mave Luff.

The first kibble to be raised at the dig

Leader Sallie Bassham informing the 
gathering about meer stones

Richard Halford descending the shaft

mailto:paulchandler3@btinternet.com
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 32
Trial for Calcite, Monks Dale.
SK 13203 75240.
In “Peak District Mines - Observations and 
Discoveries”, Part 26 (PDMHS Newsletter No. 127, 
July 2008) Chris Heathcote and Phil Shaw reported the 
discovery of this short trial level.  A further visit was 
made, by Adam Russell and Steve Thompson, to explore 
and survey underground.  An additional visit was made 
later by the writer to establish an accurate surface 
location.

The adit has a total length of 8.5m, descending c 2m in 
the first 5 metres. The initial slope runs on a bearing of 
approximately 110° from Grid North, then swings left to 
roughly 060°.  The adit varies between 1.1m and 1.4m in 
width, is typically 1.4m high but lowers to c. 0.9m at the 
bottom of the slope.

At the end a slight slope on the left, with some “deads” 
supported by timber, leads to a 1.2m wide by 2.7m long 
vertical shaft, 5.2 metres deep and orientated roughly at 
right angles to the adit. The floor of the shaft, which is 
blind, is composed of moderately sized irregular pieces 
of limestone.

The adit and shaft has clearly been explored relatively 
recently, perhaps in an attempt to dig out the shaft.  A 
single bolt is in place at the shaft top, although we 
placed an additional Spit anchor to back it up and 
protect the approach to the shaft head.  The in-place 
bolt hanger is typical of the self-drilling anchors used 
in aid climbing (and sometimes by cavers) in the 
1960/70s.  (Further examination may confirm the date, 
as the “Redhead” anchors of that period used a 5/16” 
Whitworth thread, rather than the M8 used today.)

Reported by Steve Thompson

Fireset Working, Ecton Hill, Wetton.
SK 0973 5767
In August 2009 we had the opportunity to inspect and 
survey the only known fireset working on Ecton Hill.  
This lies a short distance south-west of the visible 
mining remains on the ridgetop, in a ploughed-flat 
field.  It had been first rediscovered in the 1990s when 
a precipitous hole opened up when a tractor was driven 
over it.  An underground inspection at the time by Garth 
Thomas found a small working with evidence for the 
use of firesetting using coal.  Later c. 2.5m of fibreglass 
pipe was inserted to allow potential access in the future, 
the surrounding parts of the hole were backfilled, and a 
secured metal lid was fitted over the pipe.

By the summer of 2009 the lid frame had become loose 
as a small collapse hollow to one side of the pipe had 
destabilized one of the fastening legs.  In liaison with 
the landowner, as part of investigating the cause of the 
collapse and making the lid secure, the opportunity was 

taken to reopen the working and make an archaeological 
record.  While some material had settled round the 
fibreglass pipe, a depth of over 2m of fill below the pipe 
base had to be removed to regain entry, most of which 
was presumably placed here when the pipe was first 
installed.
The present ‘pitch’ is 4m deep, from where, offset 
northwards, it is a further 1m down to the top of the 
backfill in the working that we left in place.  Here it 
is possible to crawl into tight holes in both directions 
down the sides of the collapse cone of soil and deads, 
presumably formed when the hole first opened up, into 
a narrow vein working.  To the north-east the working 
goes 5m to a forefield, while in the opposite direction it 
is 7m to a collapse from above.
The vein working comprises a narrow stope, which 
to the north-west has a rock floor just over 6m below 
surface.  In the opposite direction the floor is at a similar 
horizon but here comprises deads and it is unknown how 
far below the backfill the sole of the working is; a small 
area of collapse in the present floor indicated there was 
once void beneath and perhaps that the floor in this part 
of the working may be prone to further movement.  For 
the most part the stope is 0.5m wide, but at one point to 
the south-west it widens to 0.7m, while to the north-east 
end it narrows to 0.4m, becoming less as the forefield is 
approached.
It is not known whether the present point of entry to the 
workings is an old shaft that opened up in the 1990s, 
a backfilled opencut where stacked deads fell, or a 
stopehead that collapsed.  At 2.5m to the south-west 
there is a 1m long stretch of uncollapsed (but potentially 
unstable) deads in the roof of the working which have 
been introduced from above, while the present end of 
accessible workings in this direction has again collapsed 
from above.  There are no signs of any surface hillock in 
this direction, nor around the present point of entry; thus 
it is unknown where miners entered the workings and 
how far to the south-west these once ran.
In the north-eastern 7m of the working the roof and 
upper sides are sooted, and 2m from the forefield 
there are small pieces of burnt and unburnt coal mixed 
with small stones lying on the rock floor in a 1-2cm 
thick deposit.  A sample taken, upon wet sieving, also 
contained a small amount of charcoal.  In contrast, in 
the south-western parts of the accessible working there 
is no sooting.  The stope here is somewhat wider and 
firesetting was presumably not needed to follow the vein  
here.  It is only to the north-east where mineralisation 
comprised only a very narrow stringer containing 
calcite, barites and galena in competent limestone, that 
firesetting was used in an attempt to follow this for 
something like 3m.  This work was soon abandoned as 
not worthwhile.
It is a case of Sod’s Law that these findings came just 
too late to include in our paper in Mining History (Vol. 
17:3), which includes an update of our firesetting corpus, 
first presented in Mining History in 2006 (Vol. 16:3).



6

The lid over the working is now secure and traditionally 
access has not been encouraged.  However, this 
working is not ‘caverns measureless’ with no potential 
of becoming so.  For the typical mine historian or 
archaeologist, there is nothing to recommend a visit, as 
better evidence for firesetting can be seen more easily 
elsewhere.

Present: John Barnatt and Terry Worthington
Reported by John Barnatt 

Trial Adit, High Dale, Brushfield.
SK 15575 71724.
Earlier this year the writer was informed (Ray Slack, 
Taddington, pers. comm.) of a small trial adit in the 
access land on the north-eastern side of High Dale, in 
Brushfield Liberty.  A visit was initially made to locate 
the adit and then explore and survey underground.  A 
second visit accurately located its surface position.  
The small entrance is situated at the NE end of a 6.5m 
long, c 2m wide, shallow opencut trench which may 
have been walled on the south-east side.  A small tip 
is visible at the SW end of the opencut.  Underground, 
the adit is approximately 8.5m long, descending 2.7m 
in the first 4 metres. At the bottom of the slope the adit 
is 0.6m wide and 1.7m high, lowering to 1.2m high 
further in.  A very narrow vein can be seen in a forefield 
at the end. The bearing of the opencut and adit is c. 
070° from Grid North.

This trial is believed to be situated on Farmer’s Glory 
Vein (Jim Rieuwerts, pers. comm.).

Reported by Steve Thompson

Previously Unrecorded Shaft Site, High 
Dale, Taddington. SK 15333 71783.
This site was first seen from the footpath running up 
the bottom of High Dale, along the boundary between 
Taddington and Brushfield Liberties.  Further visits by 
the writer, with the kind permission of Mr. Mark Allen 
of Taddington, confirmed a shaft site and established its 
location.

The hillock, with a central hollow, lies on a steep 
hillside with thorn trees above.  The turf covering 
the hillock is very well established over a fairly thick 
black soil, suggesting that it has been undisturbed 
for a considerable time.  At one point under the turf 
there were a number of small stones.  These proved 
to be predominantly calcite, with one piece of barite, 
confirming that this was indeed a mine hillock.

Further research is needed, for instance by examination 
of historical maps, but this find may help to establish 
the course of a vein which cannot now be seen, except 
at one other point, in the substantially improved fields 
on the flatter ground above.

Reported by Steve Thompson

Maury Sough, Millers Dale, Taddington. 
SK 1508 7308.
(All Photos: Niki and Mat Adlam-Stiles)
It is often impossible to enter this sough as water backs 
up to the roof a short distance in from the entrance 
shaft.  When open, as it was this October, there are 
very roughly 600m of passage leading south-westwards 
under much of the length of Maury Mine.  The first part 
leads through sediment-filled caverns, with traces of 
calcite mineralisation.  The sough is kept clear by high 
walls of deads to either side, often to the roof, which 
hold back the deposits behind.  The extent to which the 
natural fill was reworked by miners is unclear, although 
in some visible parts the character of the layering 
indicates not.  Further in, the sough passes through 
largely unworked ground, with only occasional small 
trial stopes.  Often there is the massive-calcite vein 
visible in the roof, up to about 0.5m wide, with little 
sign of galena.  In the far reaches of the sough, stoping 
becomes more common and one place is passed where 
much of the water in the sough falls into it vertically, 
with a iron chain hanging down; on the day of our trip 
the force of water was such that nobody felt inclined to 
explore upwards.  Eventually relatively large stopes are 
entered with the sough running along their base, with 
stacked deads above the head in parts.  Where visible 
from sough level these stopes have an unmined roof 
rather than stacked deads.  Here the calcite-dominated 
vein has flecks of galena in some of its bands; whether 
the ore was better in the parts removed by miners is 
unknowable.  Finally, a crawl along the silted sough, 
only entered by three of our party, leads to a final stope 
and forefield.

One of the most interesting details from an 
archaeological perspective is the tramway rails that 
still survive intermittently over much of the length of 
the sough.  Recently these have been briefly described 
by Jim Rieuwerts (2008, Lead Mining in Derbyshire: 
History, Development & Drainage, Volume 2, pp 9-
12), from information received from Steve Thompson.  
To give more detail, in the outer parts there are sturdy 

The strip rails on one of the bends in Maury Sough
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timber rails with a narrower iron strip fastened to the 
top (in parts only the iron strips survive and they lie 
displaced along the passage).  Further into the mine 
there is a section with iron rails, comprising two 
vertically-set rectangular-section rails (about 2 inches 
high but only about 0.5 inch wide) held in alignment by 

iron shoes fastened to wooden sleepers.  The identical 
cast shoes have an outer side rising to a higher level up 
the rail sides when compared with the inner side.  The 
rails slot loosely into the shoes and are tightened into 
place with what may be (now rotted) leather.  On the 
trip we could not think of anywhere else in the Peak 
District where cast rail shoes were employed in a pre-
20th century mine (but this may be due to increasing 
senility); if you know of any we would be keen to hear 
from you.

Both the wooden and iron sections of rail have a gauge 
of about 15 inches (eyeballed not measured).  Tub wear 
on the passage side showed that tubs approaching 1m 
high were employed.  Close to the forefield there are 
the surviving remnants of a tub (not reached by this 
author).

Jim suggested that the timber rails are of a type 
consistent with the driving of the sough in the 1760s-
70s, whereas the iron strip rails are speculated to be 
later, noting the earliest confirmed iron rails in the 
Derbyshire Orefield are at Magpie Mine in the 1820s 
(to which could be added Salts Level at Ecton in 
Staffordshire, presumably a plateway, dating to the 
first decade of the 19th century).  However, this neat 
suggestion for the Maury rails, made on then available 
evidence, is thrown into confusion, as there are further 
stretches of timber rails in the far reaches of the sough.  
In parts these are covered with flowstone and there 
are places where this is all that remains, the timber 
itself having rotted away.  While the sough is normally 
roughly straight, the relatively short section with iron 
rails is in a part of the passage where two sinuous bends 
occur.  It may well be that the rails here, which are bent 
to take sweeping curves, were installed to make laying 

easier and to help prevent derailments at angle changes.  
What we do not know at present is whether all the rails 
date to the 18th century, making the iron examples of 
particular importance as early examples; whether the 
iron rails were added later, replacing a section where 
derailment was a problem because the original timber 
rails were laid in short straight sections; or whether the 
whole tramway is of 19th century date.

Historic sources, as researched by Jim Rieuwerts, 
would suggest that the sough reached the mine in 1774 
when it was found that much of the vein was already 
worked out (or proved poor in ore).  Only small-scale 
work was carried out from then up to 1786.  Little 
further underground mining seems to have taken place 
at Maury Mine until Wass took over the title and 
drove a trial level from higher up the hillside in 1868; 
whether the sough was also cleared out and perhaps 
in part re-railed is not known.  The exception is from 
1842 to 1848 when the mine produced just under 152 
loads of ore, but again the exact location of the work is 
unknown (Thompson, S. J.  1973 ‘Lead ore production 
in the High Peak, 1832-1848: Part 2 – Chelmorton, 
Flagg, Monyash, Taddington and Upper Haddon 
Liberties’ NCMRS Memoirs, Vol. 2.3, pp. 133-38).

Present: Niki and Mat Adlam-Stiles, John Barnatt, 
Scott Humphreys, Les and Ben Riley, 
Adam Russell and Terry Worthington.

Reported by John Barnatt 

If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 
High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or
John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, Derbys, 
SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
email:  john.barnatt@btinternet.com

One of the cast shoes for the strip rail in Maury Sough

 The timber rails covered in flowstone, 
beyond the strip rails in Maury Sough 

mailto:john.barnatt@btinternet.com
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Some Family Reminiscences
One of our members has kindly offered the following 
memories of his family’s former involvement in the 
Derbyshire lead mining industry:-
A notebook entitled “Memoranda Respecting the Mines 
begun January 1836”, and believed to be written by 
James Barker,  (Reference:  Derbyshire Record Office 
D504 B/L 452 )  records that on January the 25th, 
1836,  “William Billinge, one of the miners employed 
on erecting the Blithe engine, fell from the scaffold in 
the engine house and was much hurt”.  William, who 
lived in Youlgrave survived his injuries and went on to 
become a mine agent with the company.
Ninety six years later, William’s Great Grandson, John 
Billinge, was employed by the Mawstone Mining 
Company at the Shining Gutter mine.  During that 
fateful week in 1932  John had some business to attend 
to and had asked a friend, William Brindley, if he would 
swap shifts with him for the week, so John was not in 
the mine when the explosion occurred.  His friend died 
and John was a pall bearer at his funeral.
Following the disaster he removed the shift rota from the 
notice board and retained it.  It remains in the possession 
of his family.  John also retained a notice given to all 
employees, signed by K. A. Seville, to the effect that:

“Due to complaints by farmers, anyone leaving 
the gates on the main roadway open, would be 
dismissed without notice”.

The relationships are:  William was my Great, Great 
Grandfather, and John was my uncle.  John’s son, my 
cousin, holds the notices.

Eric Billinge

An Invitation:  
Masson Caving Group 30th Anniversary 
Slide Show - the concluding part.
Saturday 6th February 2010.  Presenter:  Paul Chandler, 
(a Founder Member of MCG).
Venue:  The Miners Standard, Winster, 7.15 for 7.30pm.  
Duration:  Aproximately one and a half hours with a 
refreshment interval.
The concluding part of the Masson Caving Group’s 
activities away from Derbyshire over the past 30 years.  
We start in South Yorkshire, before heading to the 
Yorkshire Dales, followed by the Mendips, South Wales, 
County Clare in Southern Ireland, Majorca and finally, a 
few miscellaneous places. 
Following a ‘beer break’, a miscellaneous selection 
of slides will be shown, featuring cave and mine 
exploration, etc. both in Derbyshire and further afield. 
Don’t forget that The Miners Standard serves a full 
range of food and you could always stay over, either 
camping or B&B at the pub.  The telephone number: for 
The Miners Standard is 01629-650279.
All are welcome to this free show and it would be 
especially nice to see any former Masson members.

Paul Chandler 

Subterranea Britannica
The Society has recently received a letter from Martin 
Dixon and Linda Bartlett, who are respectively the 
Chairman and Vice Chairman of an organisation known 
as Subterranea Britannica.
Martin and Linda were among a group of some eight 
members of Subterranea Britannica who attended the 
NAMHO conference in Matlock, and also came to the 
recent Barmote Event.  They forwarded a copy of an 
article by Linda about their trip to NAMHO, describing 
trips into Goodluck Mine, Holme Bank Chert Mine, their 
visit to the Museum, then Tony’s Youlgreave walk on the 
Sunday and finally the barbecue at Magpie.  As Linda 
said  “Our PDMHS hosts had done themselves proud in 
hosting a splendid weekend.”
Founded in 1974, Subterranea Britannica is a society 
devoted to the study and investigation of man-made 
and man-used underground places.  If you take a look 
at the Subterranea Britannica website you will see that 
their members range of interests is extremely broad, 
seventy (yes SEVENTY !!!) different categories are 
listed.  The society currently has almost 1000 members 
throughout Britain and abroad.  They publish a magazine 
“Subterranea” for their members three times a year.
To get more information about Subterranea Britannica, 
including how to join, take a look at their website:-

www.subbrit.org.uk/about.html
Steve Thompson

A Request for Information
This letter, requesting information about wooden rails in 
mines, has been received at the Mining Museum:-

Dear Sir,
I am an industrial and narrow gauge railway author. I am 
aware of surface railways at various mines but would 
be interested to know what still exists underground. 
Recently I visited Good Luck Mine and was amazed 
to find wooden rails still in situ, probably dating from 
about 1830. I have since learned that wooden rails may 
still exist in other local mines. The only other suviving 
example of wooden rails that I am aware of served a 
slate quarry near Llangollen.
I would be most grateful if you would ask members to 
keep an eye open for railway remains underground, and 
in particular for wooden rails. If they find any, please 
would they make a few measurements (see below) and 
let me know, by email or post.
Wooden Rails: Gauge ie distance between inner edges 

of running surface
Width of running surface
If possible thickness of rail
Approx.amount of track remaining.
Details of tubs or other rolling stock

Thank you very much
Sydney A.Leleux,  sZ.leleux@virgin.net or 31 Stanhope 
Street, Stanton-by-Dale, ILKESTON, DE7 4QA

www.subbrit.org.uk/about.html
mailto:sZ.leleux@virgin.net
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Book Review:  “Lead in the Veins”
Great Hucklow & District Community Spirit Committee, 
September 2009.  160 pages, £ 8.00. Hucklow Publishing, 
Great Hucklow.  ISBN 978-0-9563473-0-5
Some time ago, the Great Hucklow and District 
Community Spirit Committee decided they wanted 
to produce a pamphlet on the lead mines of the area, 
drawing on and updating the article Nellie Kirkham 
wrote for an early PDMHS bulletin.  As often happens 
with such projects, once they started researching and 
gathering material they soon found far more than would 
fit in a pamphlet, so, having successfully gained funding 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund, they set their sights on 
producing a book.
The end result is a thoroughly professional-looking 
and readable work, broadly moving from west to east 
through Little Hucklow, Great Hucklow, and Grindlow 
Liberties following the course of Tideslow Rake and 
Hucklow Edge Vein, describing the history and surviving 
remains of the mines.  The introduction gives a short 
account of the origins and development of mining in the 
Peak District, as well as summarising the key points of 
the customary mining laws so as to make some of the 
disputes covered later in the book easily understandable 
to the general reader.  There is a section on the social 
history of the miners and how mining fitted into village 
life in the 19th century, while another section looks 
at present day flora on the mine sites.  The modern 
mining operations at Milldam are covered along with 
recollections of a former underground worker, and there 
is a transcript of Brian Woodall’s “T’owd mon” visit 
to Hucklow primary school, bringing the life and work 
of the old lead miners vividly to life for the children 
of the village.  The book is extensively illustrated 
throughout, often in colour; of particular interest to me 
were reproductions of some prints owned by the Science 
Museum showing early 19th century lead mining that I’d 
never seen before.
It will come as no surprise to Society members that Jim 
Rieuwerts and John Barnatt were consulted extensively 
in producing the book, in particular John has contributed 
a chapter describing the PDMHS Conservation Team’s 
excavations and findings at High Rake.  John Beck and 
Doug Nash also contributed a great deal to the book, 
both from their records of underground explorations 
in the area and from Nellie Kirkham’s field notes.  The 
community group have also produced a guide leaflet to 
give information about some of the main sites in the area 
that are publicly visible or accessible and suggest walk 
routes around the area to view these sites.
All in all this is a worthy addition to the bookshelf of 
anyone with an interest in either mining history or local 
history, and at the low price of £8 is a real bargain. Copies 
are available from the Mining Museum and elsewhere, 
but selling fast !!!

Adam Russell
( Editor’s Note:  This excellent book could be regarded 
as setting the standard for such community produced 
publications for many years to come.  Steve Thompson )

New Members
Please welcome the following seven new members of 
PDMHS, who were elected at the Council meeting on 
Friday the 6th of November and at the Annual General 
Meeting on Saturday the 21st of November:-

Mr Arthur R Boston and Mrs Marian C Boston,   
 SHREWSBURY
Edward Coghlan, WILMSLOW
Joanne Dudley, CHESTERFIELD 
Peter Hill, STOCKPORT
Mrs L M Howard and Jessica Howard, MATLOCK

We hope they will gain a great deal of interest and 
enjoyment from their membership of the Society.

Wes Taylor 

Obituaries:
Sue Westmacott
Sue died on the 8th of August 2009 as a result of blood 
poisoning caused by an unknown infection, until a post 
mortem investigation was carried out.  The funeral 
was on September the 1st at Chesterton Church, south 
of Leamington.  Sue and her husband attended many 
mining conferences over the years until he was affected 
by Huntingdon’s Disease (donations were to be made 
to that society) after which she visited alone (including 
NAHMO 2009) so that she could keep her husband up to 
date with news and developments.  Our condolences go 
to Sue’s husband and three daughters.

Mave Luff

Ron Scholefield
27th December 1915 - 17th November 2009
It is with great sadness that I write to inform you that 
Ron Scholefield. aged 93, died at home peacefully after 
a short illness on Tuesday the 17th of November 2009.  
My sister Janet and I shared his last few hours with him.
Ron’s funeral was a short service at the Salisbury 
Crematorium  on Thursday the 26th of November.
Ron was a member of the Society for many years, and 
regularly attended the Barmote events since they began 
fifteen years ago.
Thank you for your friendship with Ron; his friends 
meant everything to him, and no more so than his friends 
in the Peak District Mines Historical Society.  He will be 
with you when you walk the rakes.

Jeff Scholefield and Janet Fenton
(with additional contributions by Wes Taylor and Alan Mutter)

A Reminder - PDMHS e-Newsletter
The PDMHS Newsletter is now available in electronic 
form (PDF), by email, in addition to the paper copy sent 
by post to all members.
To subscribe to the e-newsletter please email your name 
and postal address, to:  newsletter@pdmhs.com 

Steve Thompson

mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com
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Society Meets Programme
Winter 2010

1:  Holme Bank Chert Mine, Bakewell
Wednesday January 13th 2010:  Leader Martin Long, 
meet 7.00pm,  Holme Lane, Bakewell, parking on the 
side of the road.
This is a great opportunity to do a through trip.  We will 
enter the mine via the top entrance which is located in a 
former chert quarry, and then make our way through the 
mine explaining how the chert was extracted along the 
way.  We will then emerge back to the surface via the 
lower entrance.  The total length of the mine is two miles 
which includes a short walk along the M1.
Reference:  PDMHS Bulletin Volume 13 No. 5.  “Hard 
Times - A History of the Derbyshire Chert Industry”.
This is a limited numbers trip.  To book phone Martin 
on 07969 774801, email:  martin.longx@virgin.net.

2:  Film Evening:  Caving/Mining Films by 
Dave Webb.
Wednesday January 20th 2010:  Presenter Dave Webb. 
Venue:  The Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock 
Bath.  7 for 7.15pm.
The film programme will last approximately 1½ hours 
and there will be a  refreshment break.

Programme:  The Highs and Lows of Caving.
 ● “Fight for Life – the Neil Moss Story” - a well 

researched account of the desperate struggle in 
1959 to save Neil Moss from a deep, narrow 
shaft in Peak Cavern. 

 ● “Sun, Sea and Stals” - Caving in Majorca.

3:  Film Evening:  Caving/Mining Films by 
Dave Webb.
Wednesday February 3rd 2010:  Presenter Dave Webb.  
Venue:  The Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock 
Bath.  7 for 7.15pm.
The film programme will last approximately 1½ hours 
and there will be a  refreshment break.
Programme:  Ecton Hill Copper Mines.

 ● “The Hollow Hill” – a detailed look at the mines 
on Ecton Hill with John Barnatt.  Includes East 
Ecton, Waterbank, Dutchman Level, Clayton, 
Salts Level and Deep Ecton.

 ● “Water In – Water  Out” – an early film of Deep 
Ecton guided by mine owner Geoff Cox.

 ● “Stone Quarry Mine” – a copper mine with a 
legacy stretching back to the bronze age.

 ● “Darfar Ridge Cave” – a conservation project in 
the Manifold Valley.

4:  Film Evening:  Caving/Mining Films by 
Dave Webb.
Wednesday February 17th 2010:  Presenter Dave Webb. 
Venue:  The Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock 
Bath.  7 for 7.15pm.
The film programme will last approximately 1½ hours 
and there will be a  refreshment break.
Programme: Exploration and Discovery. 

 ● “To Titan from the Top” - the dramatic human 
story of the epic privately- funded dig to 
connect  the top of the mighty Titan shaft to the 
surface nearly 50 metres above.

 ● “Bagshawe Resurgence – A Source of Potential” 
– cave divers undertake to clear a flooded 
underwater passage in an attempt to discover 
new cave.

5:  Film Evening - Caving/Mining Films by 
Mat & Niki Adlam-Stiles
Tuesday 2nd March 2010:  Presenters Mat & Niki 
Adlam-Stiles.  Venue: The Miner’s Standard, Bank Top, 
Winster, DE4 2DR.  7 for 7:15pm.
An opportunity to take an armchair tour of some 
underground sites, both in the Peak District and further 
afield.
The evening will comprise a series of short films about 
caves and mines and will include footage of Cromford 
Sough, the Giant’s Hole Round Trip at Castleton, and 
a combined caving/canyoning trip in the spectacular 
Grande Ravine on the French island of La Réunion.
Note this is a Tuesday (NOT Wednesday) evening event 
and is being held at the Miner’s Standard in Winster so 
you can enjoy a drink or two whilst watching the films. 
There will be a break half way through the evening 
and an optional buffet (chips and sandwiches) will be 
available during this time for a nominal fee.
Guests and non-members welcome, donation to Society 
funds appreciated.

6:  Talk:  Chalk Mining - An Abandoned 
Legacy by Peter Clook.
Wednesday March 10th 2010:  Peter Clook.  Venue: The 
Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath.  7 for 
7.15pm.  Duration: Approximately one hour.
In the mid 1960s a residential development in Suffolk 
suffered a series of catastrophic collapses arising 
from underground chalk mining that resulted in the 
abandonment of the development. This illustrated 
presentation by Peter Clook, a Chartered Mining 
Engineer, describes the work carried out to determine the 
extent of the workings and their condition.

7:  Lake District Mines Weekend
Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st March 2010.
Organiser:  Paul Chandler.  Hosts:  Cumbria Amenity 
Trust Mining History Society  (CATMHS), jointly with 
the Masson Caving Group.

Please Note:  To ensure that everyone has an equal 
opportunity to attend meets, where numbers are 
limited email or telephone bookings will not be 
accepted before Sunday the 10th of January.

mailto:martin.longx@virgin.net
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Saturday 20th March:-
Goldscope Mine, Scope End, near Keswick 
- Easy passages, shallow water
Goldscope was mined for both Lead and Copper.  
Large-scale mining, by German miners working for the 
Company of Mines Royal, commenced in 1564.  By 
1593 they had sunk 30 fathoms below the adit level and, 
around this time, had installed an internal water-wheel 
for the raising of ore and disposal of water.  By 1864 
the mine was 90 fathoms deep below the adit.  Mining 
ceased in 1920.
Party size not limited, no ladder or rope-work.  This 
mine contains a superb coffin level, a 16th century 
waterwheel pit and a large, impressive, copper stope.

or Borrowdale Graphite Mine, Borrowdale 
- Difficult abseil through-trip
A very famous mine with a long, complicated and 
colourful history.  Mining for Graphite (also called 
Black Cawke, Wad, Black Lead and Plumbago) started 
circa 1540. For many years after its first discovery 
Borrowdale Wad was used for marking sheep, when it 
was also known as Black Cawke.  The development of 
the best quality Wad as a writing material from these 
early beginnings is of course well known, resulting in 
the high quality pencils of the 19th century. But its other 
uses have been as diverse as its many properties, for 
example it is also used as a lubricant and in medicine.  
Mining ceased circa 1891.
The mine is dry, although the last pitch could be wet!  
Society members booking on this trip MUST be SRT 
proficient.  Party size may be limited.

Sunday 21st March:-
Wythburn Mine (also known as Helvellyn 
Mine), Thirlmere Reservoir - Easy, dry 
passages.
The mine was opened in 1839 by Henry Molyneux and 
Partners, and in 1857 the Wheal Henry Helvellyn Lead 
Mining Company Ltd. was formed.  The rest of the story 
is simply a succession of different companies trying to 
make a go of it.  It is unlikely that enough ore was ever 
found to cover costs.  In 1873 the Cumberland Consols 
Mining Company took over and worked it until the final 
closure in 1880.
Party size not limited, no ladder or rope-work., but to 
reach the mine levels involves quite a hard climb or 
steep walk!  Dressing floors, albeit in a ruinous state, as 
well as a  self-acting incline and a drum house can still 
be seen.
References:  “Beneath the Lakeland Fells” by CATMHS 
(1992), also “Mines of the Lake District Fells” by John 
Adams (1988).
Accommodation:  Keswick.  A comprehensive range of 
accommodation is available, visit the website:
www.keswick.org for details.

8:  Heritage Walk - Cromford to Matlock 
Bath and back
Tuesday 13th April 2010.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 7pm 
at Cromford Meadows car park.
A chance to walk from Cromford to Matlock Bath, 
viewing sites on the way including Masson Mill, the 
site of the former Glenorchy Chapel and a former public 
house.  These latter two buildings were demolished 
in the 1960s as part of the A6 road widening scheme.  
Optional food and drink at The Greyhound, Cromford, 
afterwards.

9:  Heritage Walk - Bonsall.
Tuesday 27th April 2010.  Leaders:  Tony Wood and 
Peter Greaves, meet 7pm at Bonsall Lorry Park.  (From 
the A5012 turn uphill at the Pig of Lead guest house, 
continue uphill, then at the top of the Clatterway, just 
after a house called the Cascades, turn right into the 
lorry park.)
Take a trip back in time by taking a walk  around 
the village of Bonsall. We will look at the trades and 
industries of yesteryear, including the frame work 
knitters shops in the dale and by the market cross.  
Optional food and drink at the Kings Head, Bonsall, 
afterwards.

10.  Underground Meet:  Goodluck Mine
Tuesday 11th May 2010.  Organisers:  Goodluck Mine 
Preservation Group, meet Goodluck lay by on the A5012
Party size strictly limited to ten - Booking Essential
Members of the mine preservation team will be on hand 
to guide the party through the mine workings, giving 
an opportunity to see both the superb herring bone 
stempling and the work the group has undertaken.  There 
will also be a tour of the surface remains.
Optional food and drink afterwards at the Kings Head, 
Bonsall.
Thanks to the Good Luck Mine Preservation Group for 
making this trip possible.
For more information and to book a place please contact 
Paul Chandler - contact details are below.

The Mining Heritage Walks are highly recommended, 
and are a great way of getting out into the countryside to 
meet new members and old friends.  Buffets are optional 
and cost between £1.50 and £3.00
Further details on the sites visited during these walks, 
and some of the underground trips, can be found in the 
latest edition of  “Lead Mining in the Peak District”  by 
Rieuwerts and Ford.
For more information about any of the walks listed here, 
please contact Tony Wood on 07891 276668, or email:  
wtonyw01@aol.com.
For details of underground trips, film evenings, etc., 
please contact Paul Chandler:  Tel: 01246 220773 , or 
email:  paulchandler3@btinternet.com.

Tony Wood

mailto:wtonyw01@aol.com
mailto:paulchandler3@btinternet.com
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Take a Fresh Look at Youd’s !
After what has been a long and bitter struggle by many 
individuals and agencies over many years I am pleased 
to say that persistence has paid off and Youd’s Level has 
at last been given a clean bill of health!*
Over the years I have been making regular visits to the 
smelly and distinctly unhealthy site with Dave Ottewell 
of the Environment Agency (EA) to take water samples.  
On several occasions we believed we had “cracked it” 
and discovered the source of the pollution, only to be 
disappointed by yet another report that the smell had 
returned.

Over the past 12 months the EA have made a concerted 
effort and enlisted the services of Severn Trent Water 
who have spent upwards of £15,000 on the problem, 
including shoving tiny cameras up domestic drains 
(imagine where that could lead!), lining drains with 
plastic, and dye testing.
We have been told that there is still a possibility that 
the linings could rupture due to road or path subsidence 
but hopefully I shall be in the big cave in the sky when 
that happens.
This was a good example of cooperation between the 
different organisations, who came together to solve a 
difficult problem – thanks to all who have been involved.  
This includes the Museum staff, who have complied 
faithfully with the request to deny access whilst work 
proceeded.
* Note: There is still residual sediment and the presence 
of rat droppings suggest that there exists the possibility 
of Weil’s disease, so wear gloves and take care:  Recent 
rainfall will hopefully have helped clean things up a bit.
Youd’s level is an SSSI and reports on the condition of 
the scheduled features would be appreciated.  Forms and 
survey can be downloaded from the Monitoring Website 
at http://www.peakcavemonitoring.org.uk  Please return 
any completed forms to me.

David Webb

A Letter of Appreciation
We have recently received a letter from one of our 
members, Geoff Warrington, who regularly travels from 
Nottingham to Matlock Bath to attend Society meetings 
at the Mining Museum.
Geoff would like to place on record his appreciation for 
the contribution made by Maxine Hall ( and others) who 
open up the Museum for the meetings, and prepare the 
much-needed refreshments for the break.
As he says in his letter:  “I understand that Maxine 
lives in Chesterfield and has to go back there from 
the Museum before returning to open up again.  This 
cannot be much fun at times in the winter, and I get 
the impression that it may not be widely known or 
appreciated by those attending the meetings.”
I’m sure, Maxine, that everyone who comes to these 
meetings (and enjoys the refreshments too !!!) will share 
and echo Geoff’s appreciation.

Steve Thompson

Awards Presentation
After the AGM John Barnatt and Richard Shaw 
presented the Annual Awards.
The Award for the Best Papers published on Peak 
District Mining was presented in absentia to Chris 
Heathcote for his articles “A Gazetteer of the Lead 
Mines in Buxton, Fairfield and Wormhill ‘Out’ liberties 
in North-West Derbyshire” and “Coal Mining in Beard 
and Bugsworth in Northwest Derbyshire”.
The Harold Sargeant Award for Mines Conservation was 
given to Terry Worthington for his dedicated and skilled 
contribution to Mine Conservation work over a great 
many years.

Steve Thompson

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No. 1227931 Limited by Guarantee
Registered Charity No. 504662
Registered Office:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR Tel: 01269 583834
Web Sites: Society: www.pdmhs.com
 Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk
The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided that 
acknowledgment is made of the source.
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society.

PDMHS Newsletter, April 2010
The deadline for the next edition of the Newsletter is 
Monday the 1st of March 2010.
Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com 
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