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Newsletter No. 134  April 2010

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

NAMHO Conference 2010
Fuelling the Industrial Revolution
The 2010 NAMHO Conference will take place from 
Friday the 4th to Monday the 7th of June.
The Conference is being hosted jointly by the South 
Gloucestershire Mines Research Group (SGMRG), 
Hades Caving Club and Friends of Ram Hill Colliery 
(FoRHC) and will be based at the Miners Institute, 214 
Badminton Road, Coalpit Heath, BRISTOL, BS36 2QB 
(on the A432 Bristol to Yate Road).
Bristol’s position, up to the end of the 18th century, 
as the second largest city in Britain was largely due to 
its mineral wealth, particularly the easily accessible 
local coal, hence the theme for this year’s NAMHO 
conference “Fuelling the Industrial Revolution”.
Whilst this area has a rich mining heritage and has been 
a major producer of Coal, Iron and Celestine the choice 
of local underground visits is limited.  Within South 
Gloucestershire these are limited to stone mines, so 
underground trips to the Bath, West Cotswolds, Forest of 
Dean and Mendip mining areas will also be offered.
The program includes underground visits and walks on 
the Friday, Saturday and Sunday (with additional trips 
on Monday and Tuesday if there is a demand), as well as 
talks on Friday evening, Saturday and Sunday.
For full details of the event, including accomodation, 
conference booking forms, etc. visit the NAMHO 
Conference website:  http://namhoconference.org.uk/ 

Steve Thompson

Training Coordinator’s Notes
Hello, I’m Martin Long, the new Training Coordinator, 
and later in the year I’ll be organising a programme of 
training sessions.  Before any dates are set, I need to 
know who’s interested and what you’d like to do.  The 
sessions planned so far are:-

• Ladder and lifeline practice, for beginners and 
refreshers.

• Single Rope Technique (SRT) introduction. 
• SRT self-rescue and advanced techniques.
• Underground Surveying.
• Researching Mining History.

To register your interest in a training session, please get 
in touch via training@pdmhs.com.  And don't forget, 
training sessions are organised to suit the members, so 
suggestions are always welcome.

Martin Long,
Training Coordinator.

Ongoing Society Projects
Crich Mining Display

This is located in the Crich Tramway Village at Crich.  Surface work, working most Sundays all year round.
Contacts: Project Leaders: Mick and Lillian Bridges.
 Peak District Mining Museum: 01629  583834.

Silence Mine, Great Hucklow
Surface work on the first Saturday of every month.  Work at Silence Mine has been suspended through the winter 
months, because of technical considerations over the use of lime mortar in cold conditions.
Work at Silence Mine is scheduled to resume in April.  However, Society members can be assured that the Conservation 
Team have kept themselves very busy with some extremely rewarding work at another site during the winter.
Sometime in the late Spring or early Summer, once fieldwork at Silence Mine is finished, a new project will be launched 
at Watergrove Mine, near Wardlow Mires.  Details will be given in the next newsletter.
Contacts: Project Leader: Chris Heathcote 01298  814822.
 Archaeologist: John Barnatt. 01298  77923

For further information on either of these projects, please contact the relevant Project Leader(s).  Whatever time you can 
spare, you can be assured of a warm welcome.  Your support for these Society Projects would be much appreciated.

Ooops !!!
Many of you will have noticed a slight mistake on Page 
1 of Newsletter No. 133, although thankfully most of 
you (even the proof reader) are far too polite to have 
mentioned it !!!
The date was slightly incorrect, by just the one year.   
So, to avoid any possible confusion when you refer back 
to that issue, please cut out the insert below and paste it 
over the offending item...

Steve Thompson
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Meets List:  Spring & Summer 2010

1:  Heritage Walk - Bonsall.
Tuesday 27th April 2010.  Leaders:  Tony Wood and 
Peter Greaves, meet 7.00pm at Bonsall Lorry Park.  
(From the A5012 turn uphill at the Pig of Lead guest 
house, continue uphill, then at the top of the Clatterway, 
just after a house called the Cascades, turn right into the 
lorry park.)
Take a trip back in time by taking a walk  around 
the village of Bonsall. We will look at the trades and 
industries of yesteryear, including the frame work 
knitters shops in the dale and by the market cross.  
Optional food and drink at the Kings Head, Bonsall, 
afterwards.

2.  Underground Meet - Goodluck Mine.
Tuesday 11th May 2010.  Organisers:  Goodluck Mine 
Preservation Group, meet Goodluck lay by on the A5012
Party size strictly limited to ten - Booking Essential
Members of the mine preservation team will be on hand 
to guide the party through the mine workings, giving 
an opportunity to see both the superb herring bone 
stempling and the work the group has undertaken.  There 
will also be a tour of the surface remains.  Optional food 
and drink afterwards at the Kings Head, Bonsall.
Thanks to the Good Luck Mine Preservation Group for 
making this trip possible.
For more information and to book a place please contact 
Paul Chandler - contact details below.

3.  Mine Heritage Walk - Hubberdale Mine 
& Whale Sough, Flagg.
Sunday 23rd May 2010.  Leader:  Adam Russell, meet: 
10.30am at Hard Rake lay by, between Flagg and 
Sheldon (SK 157 685)
Due to snow preventing most people getting to the 
meeting point on January 3rd, this walk is being run 
again.  It will follow the course of Whale Sough from 
its tail in Deep Dale, over Whale Pasture to the various 
shafts and sites on the veins of the Hubberdale Mine and 
will last 3 to 4 hrs.  Please note that the walk involves a 
steep climb up the side of Deep Dale.  Guests and non 
members welcome.

4.  Guided Walk around Belper Town.
Tuesday 25th May 2010.  Leaders:  Members of the 
Belper Local History Group
A chance to take a walk around this once industrious 
town looking at the trades and industries of yesteryear, 
including the site of Strutt’s North Mill.  If this walk is 

cancelled another one will be arranged in its place.
Meeting time and place to be advised.  Please check 
for details on the PDMHS website.  If you have not 
got access to the web site contact Tony Wood - contact 
details below.

5.  Underground Meet - Owlet Hole Mine, 
Matlock Bath.
Wednesday 2nd June:  Leader:  Martin Long.  Party size 
strictly limited to eight plus leaders - Booking Essential
A small but interesting mine accessed by two fixed 
ladders.  Helmet mounted lamp essential and wellies, 
boiler suit and gloves recommended.  Explorers with 
ladder and lifeline experience only.
For more details, and bookings onto this trip, contact 
Martin - contact details below.

6. Mining Heritage Walk - Fritchley.
Tuesday 8th June.  Leader:  Martin Long, meet at 
7.00pm at Fritchley, near the Red Lion Public House 
(SK 358 529).  Fritchley is about 1.5km from the A6 at 
Ambergate and 1.5km south of Crich.
A walk to the once important mining and quarrying area 
of Crich along public footpaths following the route of 
the sough from the tail at Fritchley.
Food afterwards will be at the Cliff Inn, Crich.
For more details, or booking, contact Martin Long - 
contact details below.

7. Mining Heritage Walk - Ecton Hill.
Sunday 20th June 2010.  Leader:  John Barnatt, meet at 
10.00am, for a 10.15am departure, at roadside parking 
next the old creamery site on the west side of the hill, 
just above the entrance to Deep Ecton Mine and the 
River Manifold (SK 0965 5815).  All welcome.
This day-long walk is an opportunity to visit many of the 
varied surface mining features on Ecton Hill, including 
those by the river and others high on the ridgetop.  These 
include mine entrances to levels and shafts, dressing 
floors, gin circles, a bouse team, leats, the powder house 
and other mine buildings, and last but not least the 
Boulton and Watt engine house.
The walk includes an ascent (slowly, with rests) of the 
very steep and high hillside and needs a reasonable level 
of fitness.  Bring sandwiches and usual hot/wet/cold 
walking equipment.

8. Mining Heritage Walk - The Portaway 
Mine, Winster.
Tuesday 22nd June 2010.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet at 
the Miners’ Standard, Winster at 7.00pm.
This is a repeat of the September 2009 walk which had 
to be cut short due to bad weather and light.
A chance to take a walk looking at the famous Portaway 
Mine.  Starting from the Miners’ Standard at Winster we 

Please Note:  To ensure that everyone has an equal 
opportunity to attend meets, where numbers are 
limited email or telephone bookings will not be 
accepted before Saturday the 10th of April.
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will look at the Portaway Vein starting with the Little 
England Shaft and finishing with the Fire Engine Shaft.  
Other sites will be visited, including the Lick Penny 
Mine, Buck Dale Mine and Wills Founder Mine.
Optional buffet at the Miners’ Standard, Winster 
afterwards.

9. Society Meet - Harborough Rocks, Near 
Brassington.
Tuesday 6th July 2010.  Organizer:  Paul Chandler, meet 
7.00pm at the parking area adjacent to the works off 
Manystones Lane.
An opportunity to practice your rock climbing or 
scrambling techniques, or just come and watch!  A fun, 
sociable evening.  Bring helmet & lamp for visiting 
the adjacent large, but small, Harborough Rocks Cave.  
Please note, this is not a Society Training Meet.  An 
alternative local mine trip, will be arranged if the 
weather is diabolical, so please bring usual underground 
gear as well.

10. Underground Meet – Spinney Level, 
Via Gellia.
W/ednesday 14th July.  Leader:  Martin Long.  Party size 
strictly limited to eight plus leaders - Booking Essential
An easy/moderate grade trip, which involves wading 
through waist-deep water. Plenty of flowstone, 
formations and the odd miner’s inscription to be seen.
For more details, or booking, contact Martin Long.

11. Heritage Walk – Matlock Area.
Tuesday 20th July 2010.  Meet 7.00pm at the Boat 
House, Matlock. Additional parking is available at the 
Artist’s Corner car park.
A walk around Old Matlock, looking at the old trades 
& pubs along the way. A chance to see the site of Toplis 
& Taylor, the alias with which ground zero was set 
up during the second world war.  Also a walk down 
Bank Road the site of the former tramway which took 
passengers from Crown Square to Smedley Street.  
There will be a stop in Hall Leys Park to have a look 
at the tram shelter which once stood in Crown Square.  
Optional Buffet at the Boat House, Matlock, afterwards.

12.  Heritage Walk – Cromford Village.
Tuesday 03rd August 2010.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00 at the Cromford Canal Wharf Car Park
This trip around the village of Cromford will be looking 
at the site of the former lead smelter, Arkwright’s Mill, 
the sites of former shops and pubs in the village and the 
outfall of Cromford Sough.  Optional food and drink at 
the Greyhound Hotel afterwards.

13.  Underground Meet – Lay By Pot, 
Stony Middleton.
Wednesday 11th August 2010.  Booking is essential and 
SRT skill will be required.
An intermediate SRT through trip.  Although mostly 

natural cave, we’ll be going in search of where the 
miners have left their mark.  A 14m abseil, a low damp 
crawl or two and a slightly tight and acrobatic exit 
climb are included to add to the fun! For  further details 
and booking info contact Martin Long - contact details 
below. 

14.  Heritage Walk – Matlock Revisted 
Tuesday 17th August 2010.
Details to appear in the next newsletter.

15.  Mining Heritage Walk – Magpie Mine
Tuesday 31st August.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet at 7.00pm 
at the Cock & Pullet Inn, Sheldon.
A chance for new and old members alike to visit this 
magnificent mine and hear the story of its long and 
fascinating history.  A nice way to bring to an end 
the summer season of guided walks.  Optional Buffet 
afterwards at the Cock & Pullet, Sheldon.

The Mining Heritage Walks are highly recommended, 
and are a great way of getting out into the countryside to 
meet new members and old friends.  Buffets are optional 
and cost between £1.50 and £3.00
Further details on the sites visited during these walks, 
and some of the underground trips, can be found in the 
latest edition of  “Lead Mining in the Peak District”  by 
Rieuwerts and Ford.

Contact Details:
Tony Wood: Tel:  07891  276668
  email:  wtonyw01@aol.com
Martin Long: Tel:  07969  774801
Paul Chandler: Tel:  01246 220773
  email:  paulchandler3@btinternet.com

Tony Wood

Jim Rieuwerts
Members of the Society will be delighted to hear that 
Jim Rieuwerts underwent highly successful surgery for 
his second hip replacement early in the New Year.
He is now making a fine recovery and quite recently 
(Thursday the 4th of March) was able to visit the 
Mining Museum again.  I’m sure we all wish him 
continuing good progress and look forward to seeing 
him out and about (and perhaps even exploring 
underground ???) before very long.

Steve Thompson

Chert Mining in Bakewell
As part of an ongoing project we are looking for 
information about the chert mines of Bakewell, and in 
particular, about Pretoria Chert Mine.  Do you have any 
old photographs of Pretoria Chert Mine?  Do you know 
of anyone who used to work there?  If so, we’d like to 
hear from you!  You can drop us an e-mail at

ChertMines@WinsterCavers.org.uk

Niki & Mat Adlam-Stiles

mailto:wtonyw01@aol.com
mailto:paulchandler3@btinternet.com
mailto:ChertMines@WinsterCavers.org.uk
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 33
Two Gins Shaft, Hubberdale Mine, Flagg, 
SK 1421 6943
This site lies roughly 350m SSE of the main Hubberdale 
Mine where the famous rich ore strike of 1769-1772 
occurred.  At Two Gins Shaft, between 1795 and about 
1805 there was an attempt by Cornelius Flint (the Duke 
of Devonshire’s mining agent) to locate the Hubberdale 
Pipe at depth beyond where it had been worked 
previously, using horse gins to dewater the workings 
below the level of Whale Sough which runs near here.

The site today, which has no access without permission 
from the farm, consists of a very substantial tree-
covered hillock, which is surrounded by a wall.  There 
are two shafts within it.  The eastern one has run-in at 
surface and at the base of the deep hollow formed by 
the collapse it is now capped at bedrock level to prevent 
further collapses.  
The other, a few 
metres to the west, 
is intact and covered 
with concrete 
beams.  To either 
side of these, to east 
and west, there are 
level areas which 
are the right size and 
shape to be horse 
gin walks, whilst 
there is a further 
gin circle platform 
just over the wall 
on the north side 
of the intact shaft.  
This shaft is ginged 
to bedrock and is 
trapezoid in shape 
once in solid rock, 
which accords well 
with the details given in Flint’s costings for the trial 
(Bagshawe C587/47), where the ‘Water Engine Shaft’ 
was proposed to be eight feet long and five feet at its 
wider end narrowing to three feet at the other.  This 
document also proposed sinking a ‘Common Engine 
Shaft’ which is presumably the run-in eastern shaft.

In 1988 the Water Engine Shaft was descended and 
explored by the cave diver Jim Davenport, who found 
the shaft to be 78m deep to a blockage of rubble and 
timbers, at the time of the dive flooded for about the 
bottom 20m.  A passage headed roughly east under 
a low timbered arch at the present base for 3m, to 
a chamber 4m diameter and 3m high.  This was 
presumably in the eastern shaft.  It had what was 
described as a ‘wigwam’ of timbers supporting rubble 
above and a cone-shaped depression in the floor.  The 

timbering across the roof suggests that the eastern shaft 
had gone out of use while there was still work taking 
place for Flint on this site (or possibly later if the shaft 
was reopened during the 1840s workings or at another 
undocumented mining episode).
Nellie Kirkham noted two of the gin circles in her 1964 
article on the mine, although she commented the site 
was dangerous to approach at that time, presumably due 
to the uncapped run-in shaft.  The third horse walk, to 
the north of the wall, was apparently overlooked.  Flint’s 
costing for the venture include purchase of three pairs of 
horses, perhaps implying that there was more than one 
gin working at the site, although this is not explicitly 
stated.  If two gins were used together on the water 
engine shaft, this would seem to make the site unique 
in the Peak District.  It is also very unusual because of 
the trapezoid shape of the shaft and the presence of an 
interlinked second engine shaft.  However, what we do 
not know is whether the three pairs of horses were each 
for different engines, or if a shift system was intended to 

be introduced on 
fewer than three gins.  
What is clear is that, 
in terms of what 
survives today, Two 
Gins is the only lead 
mining site in the 
orefield with more 
than one gin circle 
in close proximity.
During discussion at 
the site during our 
recent visit (during 
an interesting walk 
in deep snow on 
the 3rd of January 
2010), potential 
possibilities were 
rehearsed by the 
authors for how the 
shafts were worked.

One scenario is that the Water Engine Shaft had a 
horse gin installed in one position whilst it was being 
sunk for raising rock to the surface, but once sinking 
was complete the gin was moved to a position better 
suited to lifting water to sough level, or to be more 
conveniently placed in terms of how the shaft-top 
arrangements worked, whilst the winding shaft gin 
remained in a single location throughout sinking and 
working (although once production started it may have 
been little used as rich ore deposits were not found).

Alternatively, the second gin at the western shaft 
may have introduced at the time the eastern shaft 
was abandoned (for reasons unknown, although the 
timbering observed during the dive suggests the shaft 
may have had stability problems whilst the site was 
being worked), the remaining one then becoming dual 

Looking down Two Gins Shaft        Photo: Adam Russell
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purpose as was common in the orefield, in this case used 
for winding ore in kibbles and water in buckets.
Another possibility, and perhaps supported by Flint’s 
note of three horse teams and other documentation 
noted below, is that the volume of water was such that 
two horse gins were needed to keep the workings free 
of water, with the third gin on the connected winding 
shaft used for lifting sinking deads and then ore.  The 
fact that an attempt to dewater the pipe up-dip with a 
single horse gin had failed in the decades prior to Whale 
Sough reaching the mine may be significant here; if 
Flint was aware of this, as seems likely, then he would 
have expected a significant inflow of water to any 
workings below sough level and planned accordingly.  
In the event, it seems that even a double lift of horse 
gins was insufficient to cope with the water here and 
only the 40-inch Cornish engine working for a brief 
period in the 1840s at a shaft a short distance further 
south near the present-day Hubberdale Farm was able to 
effectively dewater deep workings here.  Lynn Willies 
quotes a report from this period that states that ‘it was 
hoped to soon drain off the water in the old water 
shafts that had overwhelmed the whimseys before they 
reached the pipe horizon’, which shows that about forty 
years after the event it was believed that Flint had been 
unable to remove enough water from the workings by 
winding to drain them successfully.  Also, the reference 
to whimseys in the plural suggests that there were two 
gins employed in raising water.
Flint’s 1795 venture was short lived and unproductive, 
probably because of problems with water, but more 
fundamentally, because both he and the later venture 
failed to find profitable ore deposits, as the Hubberdale 
pipe seems to greatly diminish in ore content in the 
southernmost parts of its range.

Present – John Barnatt and Adam Russell

References:
Davenport, J. 1988  “Hubberdale Mine” Cave Diving 
Group Newsletter No. 88, July 1988.
Kirkham, N. 1964  “Whale Sough and Hubberdale 
Mine” Bull. PDMHS, Vol. 2. No.4.
Willies, L. 1976 “John Taylor in Derbyshire, 1839 to 
1851” Bull. PDMHS, Vol. 6 No. 3. 

Wham/Hardyhead Sough Tail, Taddington,
SK 129 711
Documentary evidence cited by Jim Rieuwerts in the 
second volume of his recent work on Derbyshire lead 
mines (Rieuwerts 2008) suggests that two soughs were 
driven from this location to unwater Wham Rake.  The 
earlier of the two, named as Hardyhead Sough, was 
begun at some point prior to 1653, while the later level, 
referred to either as Wham or Hardahead Sough, was 
driven from 1723 onwards.
The suggested site is presently occupied by a small 
covered reservoir, formerly used as a water supply.  

It is located on the line of a roughly North-South 
vein, named simply as “pipe” on the 1842 plan of 
the Hubberdale mine possessions now in the British 
Geological Survey collection; this is visible on the 
ground as a line of hillocks extending down the hillside 
from Sough Lane.  On the back wall of the reservoir is 
what appears to be a blocked level with some old timber 
holding up rubble, while water enters the reservoir 
through a small pipe at the bottom set into what looks 
like clay.  There was a dig at the upper sough about 25 
years ago.  A shaft upslope of the reservoir was dug 
out, reaching the sough at about 5.0-5.5m down, which 
could then be followed to reach a shaft close to the lane, 
but the passage was found to be small and unstable 
(Steve Thompson pers. comm., from John Baker).  
Jim Rieuwerts suggests that this is the 17th century 
Hardyhead Sough, driven in the Upper Miller’s Dale 
Lava, which can be seen in outcrop above Sough Lane.
Below the reservoir there are two very slight shaft 
hillocks, after which the outflow from the reservoir 
crosses a wall and drops about a metre down into a 
gully on the same line as the shaft hillocks, running 
alongside a field wall.  The size of the shaft hillocks 
would be consistent with them being shallow air shafts 
close to the tail of a sough.  This would be similar 
to Whale Sough, which has a number of shafts close 
together on its tail section, the smallest of which is only 
3m deep.  The nature of the gully suggests that it is a 
collapsed sough bolt which has had its slabs removed 
at some point in the past and the sides have fallen in.  If 
so, then this would be the site of the later Wham Sough, 
presumably driven under the Upper Millers Dale Lava, 
with a cut-and cover section at its outward end.

Reported: Adam Russell
References:
Jim Rieuwerts 2008 “Lead Mining in Derbyshire. 
Volume 2 - Millers Dale to Alport and Dovedale”.
British Geological Survey Plan KP6959 “A plan of the 
pipes and rakes of the Hubberdale title, 1842”.

Possible Cog and Rung Engine Site, 
Greensward Rake, Ashford South Side,  
SK 158 675
Whilst walking the footpath from Horse Lane to 
Hard Rake Plantation, near the point where it crosses 
Greensward Rake a flat-topped hillock somewhat larger 
than those around it was noted.  On closer examination, 
it proved to be roughly 10m in overall diameter, and 
about 7m-8m diameter on top.  Although there has been 
some disturbance, possibly through digging for walling 
stone, it appears to have been originally level all the 
way round, with an off-centre shaft.  This shaft may 
have run in many years ago, as the hollow formed by 
its collapse is crossed by a wall, and this general area 
would have been enclosed shortly after 1767, although 
the wall might have been rebuilt following a run-in.  
The boundary wall dividing Ashford and Monyash also 
crosses the edge of the hillock.
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The author’s attention was attracted to the site by its 
similarity to a large flat-topped hillock on the Middle 
Hubberdale title which also has an off-centre hollow 
from a shaft collapse.  This site is suggested by Jim 
Rieuwerts to be the site of a cog-and-rung horse gin 
dating to the 1660s (Rieuwerts 2008), as an engine is 
recorded as having been used for dewatering the mines 
in this period.  Unlike the more common whim gin, 
where the horse walk is off to one side of the shaft, 
the shaft of a cog-and rung gin is within the horse 
walk and off-centre.  Given the size of the Greensward 
hillock, its flat top and apparent off-centre shaft, this 
may have been the site of such an engine.  The whole of 
Greensward Rake within Ashford liberty was apparently 
being worked by 1617; its entire length is depicted with 
what may have been meant to represent openwork pits 
on Senior’s map of Sheldon of this date (Chatsworth 
Archives).
Two sites on Bonsall Leys at SK 266 570 and 266 
573 have also been put forward as having had cog-
and-rung gins (Rieuwerts 1992), these were visited 
for comparison.  Both were broadly similar in size 
to the Greensward hillock, but these had drystone 
walls around at least part of their upper circumference 
which the Greensward hillock does not appear to have 
ever had.  The southern example is by far the better 
preserved, and as well as having an intact off-centre 
shaft (currently covered with a small drystone beehive), 
it also appears to have areas of hollowing in its surface 
in the places consistent with wear from a horse-walk.
A small number of coal mining features on the western 
moors have recently been identified as possible cog-
and-rung gin sites by John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote 
and Phil Shaw (Observations and Discoveries, parts 17 
and 21).  Two slightly sunken circular areas with off-
centre collapsed shafts were noted on Ollersett Moor, 
whilst three shafts near Dane Head may have once had 
such engines on them.  None of these sites has yet been 
visited by the author.

Reported: Adam Russell
References:
J.H. Rieuwerts 1992 “The Lead Mines of Bonsall 
Moor” Unpublished report, Peak District National Park 
Authority, Cultural Heritage Archive.
J.H. Rieuwerts 2008 “Lead Mining in Derbyshire. 
Volume 2 - Millers Dale to Alport and Dovedale”.
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
Chris Heathcote 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith,
  High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX
  (01298  814822)
or

John Barnatt  21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton,
  Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298  77923)
  email:  john.barnatt@btinternet.com

The Mow Cop Tunnel and Tramways 
Revisited...
In 2002 an article in “Mining History” described two 
tram roads, dating from the early 19th century, located 
close to the border between North Staffordshire and 
Cheshire.  The first of these was constructed in 1803, 
as a three mile long horse-drawn, iron-railed, tramway 
linking the Tower Hill and Stonecroft Collieries to 
Congleton Moss in Cheshire.
The excavations reported in “Mining History” revealed 
a section of this early tramway forty-five feet long, and 
indicated that the oval, fish-bellied rails had a gauge of 
four feet.  The sleepers were spaced at intervals of three 
feet, also the length of the cast rails.  Of almost 11,000 
rails required only one appeared to have survived.
The route has been described as “having more ups and 
downs than a fairground ride” !!!
Local tradition had strongly suggested that both the 
horse and the driver rode the downgrades on a specially 
constructed waggon, with the horse driver acting as 
the brake man.  However, this was not reported in the 
original article as, at the time, there was no definitive 
evidence that this practice took place.
However, I was recently loaned a copy of a book, “The 
Miners” by Anthony Burton.  On page 20 of this book 
there is a photograph which clearly shows such a system 
in operation, with both the horse and driver ensconced 
in a purpose-built contraption coupled to the rear of a 
journey of waggons, and apparently enjoying the ride !!!
References:
Kirkham, L. 2002  “The Mow Cop Tunnel and 
Tramways of the North Staffordshire - Cheshire Border” 
Mining History, Vol. 15, No. 1, Summer 2002.
Burton, A. 1976  “The Miners”  Andre Deutch, London.

Len Kirkham

A Request for Photographs
Does anyone know the whereabouts of a good print (or 
digital scan) of the photograph mentioned above, in the 
book by Andrew Burton, for which we could obtain 
permission to reproduce in the newsletter ???
Do any of you have a good photograph (print or digital 
scan) of Harold Sarjeant, one of the founder members 
of the Society and Chairman for a period in those 
early days ???  I am sure this would be of value for the 
archives of the Society.

Steve Thompson

Society Library Update
Steady progress is being made in sorting out the Library 
in the Museum.  Books, maps and photographs have 
been prepared ready for cataloguing.  We now have a 
grant to buy and be trained in the use of, the MODES 
cataloguing program, so will be working on this soon.  
Many thanks to all the people who have helped in 
identifying photographs.

Kay Harvey (Recorder)

mailto:john.barnatt@btinternet.com
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NAMHO has embarked on a project which will benefit 
mining history and help with the making of decisions 
about future archaeological research and the heritage of 
mining landscapes in England.  Crucial to its success 
will be the support of NAMHO members, who it is 
hoped will wish to become involved.

The Research Framework is a two-year project, jointly 
funded with English Heritage, which will enable 
NAMHO groups and individual members to contribute 
towards and help influence research priorities.  It 
will also provide guidance towards conservation and 
education strategies, and raise awareness of historic 
extractive industries as part of the wider heritage agenda.  
At its core will be a coordinated effort to collate the 
results of previous archaeological research, which will 
provide the information needed to achieve these wider 
aims.  NAMHO members can support this project by 
helping with the supply of this information and by 
contributing to discussions at the series of regional 
seminars planned for next Spring and Winter/Spring of 
2011.  Members with regional or specialist expertise, 
who are willing to provide contacts and advise on less 
well-known sources of information, are particularly 
encouraged to attend these seminars.

The first task will be to undertake a comprehensive 
review of existing archaeological data.  Initially this will 
involve exploring county historic environment records 
(HERs) and collating bibliographical sources but also 
vital to the success of this project will be the expertise 
and knowledge contributed by NAMHO members.

The scope of the project will include all archaeological 
data associated with mining and quarrying under the 
following general headings:

Energy Minerals: Coal, oil shale, lignite etc
Metals: Ferrous and non-ferrous
Bulk Minerals: Building stone, aggregates, 

lime, sand, gravel etc
Other Industrial Minerals: Evaporites, clays etc
Miscellaneous minerals: Graphite, arsenic, talc, 

abrasives, pigments etc

The assessment will include surface and underground 
archaeology of all periods of extractive activity, from 
prehistoric flint mines to 20th century gravel pits.  
Infrastructures, such as mineral railways, water supplies 
and aspects of smelting will also be covered, as well 
as the social impact on the landscape of extraction, 
including housing and other material evidence of mining 
communities.

Once the resources have been collated the next process 
will be to evaluate the data and the results will be used 
to inform discussions on a range of issues.

Mainly however, we hope to identify:-
• Strengths and weaknesses in the existing record 

for the archaeology of mining and quarrying, in 
particular any conspicuous gaps in our knowledge.

• Skill shortages in areas needed to further the study 
of the topic.

• Common themes in the study of the different 
extractive industries, including cultural impact, 
underground archaeology, conservation and 
education.

After the evaluation, the focus will turn to how 
these issues may be addressed through targeting 
future research and establishing where priorities for 
investigation and the allocation of resources may best 
lie.  Through this process the research framework, 
informed by the results of the resource assessment, 
will incorporate the views and aspirations of a wide 
community of researchers.
The first of a series of seminars was held on the 20th of 
February at the Tamar Valley Centre, Gunnislake.  There 
will be a second seminar at Snibston Discovery Park in 
Leicestershire on the 10th of April, and the third on the 
25th of April at Carnforth Railway Station in Lancashire.
If you wish to assist the steering group please contact the 
Project Director Dr Peter Claughton

P.F.Claughton@exeter.ac.uk
If you have data or expertise to offer or would like to 
contribute to the seminars please contact the Project 
Officer Phil Newman

projectofficer@namho.org
Please check regularly on the NAMHO website for 
further information and updates on the seminars:-

www.namho.org
Peter Claughton

New Members
Please welcome the following two new members of the 
Society, who were elected at the Council Meeting on 
Friday the 29th of February:-

David M Clarke, DERBY
Paul R Wilson, SHEFFIELD

We hope they will find a great deal of pleasure and 
interest through their membership of the Society.

Wes Taylor 

Caution:  Car Thieves operating in 
Matlock Bath area 
Two cavers had their car broken into at Artist’s Corner, 
Matlock Bath, while exploring Youd’s Level.  Money, 
phone, keys and clothes were taken - be warned.

Published on the AditNow website 7/03/2010

The Research Framework for the Archaeology of the Extractive 
Industries in England  (Mining and Quarrying)

mailto:P.F.Claughton@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:projectofficer@namho.org
www.namho.org
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Printed By: A.e.Jones & son, 172 Horninglow roAd, Burton-on-trent. de14 2PX - tel: 01283 563419

Trip Report:  Holme Bank Chert 
Mine, Bakewell.
Wednesday 10th February 2010.  Leader:  Martin 
Long, Assistant/Back-Marker:  Richard Shaw.
After postponing the trip planned for January due to 
bad weather, the hint of snow mid-afternoon and sub-
zero temperatures didn’t look promising.  Nevertheless, 
everyone made it to Holme Lane at Bakewell for an 
evening tour of this fascinating chert mine.

Having collected the keys, we trudged up the hill and 
made our way into the mine.  After a short distance a 
request was made for a quick stop so that the spectacle 
wearers could de-mist, so we used the opportunity to have 
a brief history lesson and description of chert’s role in the 
pottery industry.  Unfortunately we then walked straight 
past the tin sheet that marks the start of the short detour to 
New Year Pot (a natural fissure several metres deep), so 
by consensus we decided to carry on and make our way to 
the M1.
The M1 passage runs along the working face of the 
mine where much of the chert bed has been undercut 
and is propped up on some precarious looking stone 
and woodwork.  After an explanation of chert mining 
methods, we scrambled along the bouldery passage and 
finally took a right turn, which led slightly downhill 
towards our exit.  Another short detour took us past the 
winch and the ubiquitous two-seater (If you’re curious to 
know what a “two-seater” is, you’ll have to keep a look 
out for the next trip here!), then finally to the edge of 
the flooded workings.  A significant drop in temperature 
indicated we were not far from the exit, and after a 
short walk we were at the gate and back into the chilly 
night air.  After a rapid change from overalls to civvies, 
we enjoyed a swift half at the Castle Inn to finish off a 
pleasant evening’s activities.
Access by kind permission of Oldfield Design, Bakewell.
Further details of this mine can be found in Mining 
History, Volume 13 Number 5 - Hard Times:  A History 
of the Derbyshire Chert Industry.

Booklet Review
“The Mines of the Peak District - an 
underground field guide.  Volume 1 - The 
South West Peak” Byron Machin
Seven Stones Publishing, Leek, 24p, £5
This small booklet, the first of a series, is intended to act 
as a guide to the accessible underground workings of the 
Peak and covers the Manifold, Dove and Churnet valley 
mines.  Each mine listed has a short description, ranging 
from a single line to a few paragraphs, with either a six 
or eight figure grid reference.
There are a number of criticisms I have to make of this 
volume.  Firstly, the opening historical section has a 
number of mistakes and spends over-long describing 
ancient mining (for which the evidence is scanty, as 
described by John Barnatt and Terry Worthington in the 
latest Mining History) while little is said of the 19th 
century mining which was responsible for the bulk of 
the sites described.  Also, despite the stated intent of 
being a guide to accessible workings, several of the 
sites described are not accessible, either due to collapse, 
flooding, or the owner’s wishes; which gives the 
impression that they are included for “padding”.
This is not a publication to interest the serious mining 
enthusiast or dedicated explorer, as the information 
contained in this booklet is covered in far greater detail 
in other publications and articles.  It is more likely 
to find an audience with someone wanting to start 
exploring mines, or someone intending to visit the area 
and get underground.

Adam Russell

PDMHS Newsletter, July 2010
The deadline for the next edition of the Newsletter is 
Tuesday the 1st of June 2010.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933  675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No. 1227931 Limited by Guarantee
Registered Charity No. 504662

Registered Office:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR Tel: 01629  583834

Web Sites: Society: www.pdmhs.com
 Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided that 
acknowledgment is made of the source.

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society.
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