
1

Newsletter No. 135  July 2010

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Membership Renewal 2010 - 2011:
Members are reminded that their membership will be 
due for renewal on the 1st of September 2010.
Subscriptions for 2010 - 2011 are as follows:-
 Individual Member: £19.00 
 Joint Members:  £21.00 
 Family Members: £23.00
 Institutional Member: £25.00
A Membership Renewal Form is included with this 
Newsletter, please respond promptly.

Wes Taylor

An Appeal from the Hon. Treasurer:
May I please remind everyone to ensure they renew 
their Subscriptions PROMPTLY !!!
Delayed renewal results in much additional work for the 
Membership Secretary who has to chase up late payers.  
It also delays the Gift Aid (see below) claim that I have 
to make at the end of March.

Standing Orders:
Will those few of you who still pay their subscriptions 
by Standing Order please make sure they are paying the 
correct amount, otherwise you may receive a rather rude 
letter from me !!!

Gift Aid:
Gift Aid is a valuable source of additional funds for 
the Society, contributing an extra 25% (28% until 
April 2011) to your subscription if you are a taxpayer.  
However, the list of those registered for Gift Aid is very 
much out of date so we are not claiming as much as we 
might be entitled to.  Will everyone who pays tax please 
complete the Gift Aid Form attached to the Renewal 
Form and return it.  Many Thanks.

Evelyn Dixon

A New Look for the Newsletter.
Just after midnight one day in mid-March I emailed 
the finished copy for the April Newsletter to John, at 
A. E. Jones & Son, the printers.   Shortly after 9 o’clock 
the next morning I received a reply, saying that he had 
looked at the PDF and all seemed fine, it would print 
OK.  Then came the statement that changed everything...
He told me that it would be the last newsletter he would 
be printing for us, because he had decided to retire !!!
John has served the Society well for a long time, printing 
our Newsletter and other PDMHS material for more 
than fifteen years.  I’m sure we will all wish him a well 
deserved, long and very happy retirement.  And so began 
the search for a new printer...
High quality PDFs of the January 2010 issue (chosen 
because it had plenty of photographs) were burned onto 
CDs and sent, along with a sample newsletter, out to a 
number of  candidates for this prestigious work.
Some of them actually replied.  By the 7th of May I had 
sufficient quotations, and some sample proofs, to take to 
the PDMHS Council Meeting for a final decision.
We have selected FolderPrint Limited, of Brigstock in 
Northamptonshire, to produce the Newsletter in future.  
The company is run by Andy Windatt who I have 
worked previously with some years ago.  An additional 
bonus is that Andy has very good taste in music, he is a 
fan of the Edgar Broughton Band among others...
The major change that most of you will (hopefully !!!) 
notice is that in future the Newsletter will be produced 
by digital print on 120gsm paper with a superior surface 
finish, allowing higher quality photographic images.  
Best of all we will be doing this at roughly the same cost 
as before - I hope you will all appreciate the results.

Steve Thompson

Annual General Meeting - 27th November 2010
After a period of consultation and discussion it has been decided that the Annual Dinner traditionally held after the AGM 
in November will be discontinued in its present form.  The new programme for the day is as follows:-
In the afternoon there will, as usual, be talks and discussions relating to mining, with an interval for light refreshments, 
followed by the Annual General Meeting.
The Annual Dinner will be replaced by a quality hot buffet meal, provided by an outside caterer and held in the Museum.  
Tables and chairs will be dispersed throughout the Museum and Pump Room. We are planning that service for the meal 
will be from the Community Centre to the rear of the building, and there will also be locally brewed beer and wine, as 
well as soft drinks, on sale.
A menu will be available in the near future and will be included in the October Newsletter so that attendees can make 
their selection.  Costs per member will be set at a reasonable level, and also detailed in the next newsletter.

Keith Gregory and Robin Hall
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Waggonway in Maury Sough.
Discussing Maury Sough in Volume 2 of Lead Mining 
in Derbyshire [2008] I made reference to “wooden 
rails covered with strips of iron” surviving in the outer 
section of the sough, adding “their presence is consistent 
with dates from the 1760s.  Further along the sough the 
wooden rails are replaced by iron bars 1½ inches high 
by 1 inch in width mounted in iron support blocks [S. 
Thompson, pers. comm.].  The earliest confirmed use of 
iron rails in a Derbyshire lead mine is at Magpie Mine, 
Sheldon about 1820. ”
John Bamatt (PDMHS Newsletter, no. 133, January, 
2010) commented that I had suggested “that the timber 
rails are of a type consistent with the driving of the 
sough in the 1760s-70s, whereas the iron strip rails are 
speculated to be later ···”.  The extract from my book 
quoted above does not speculate that the iron rails are 
later in date, merely to state that their earliest confirmed 
use in Derbyshire dates from the 1820s.  John continued: 
“However this neat suggestion for the Maury rails ··· is 
thrown into confusion, as there are further stretches of 
timber rails in the far reaches of the sough”.  Later, John 
speculated: “whether all the rails date to the 18th century, 
making the iron examples of particular importance as 
early examples; whether the iron rails were added later ··· 
or whether the whole tramway is of 19th century date”.
I am obliged to John for stressing the importance of 
the iron rails if, as claimed, the waggonway dates from 
the period 1760-1761 to 1774-1775.  Reynolds of 
Coalbrookdale is usually credited with the innovation of 
fastening iron strips to wooden rails in the 1760s, a fact 
that I did not state in the book.
The problem has now been further investigated by the 
writer.  The dead charges at Maury Mine amounted 
to £1,191/6/4d between 1765 and 1768, including 
£510/12/10d in 1768, during a period when little ore was 
mined.  The substantial expenditure enhances the belief 
that more intensive work was being undertaken in the 
sough.  Steve Thompson, during his research into the 
Taddington mines, has kindly passed to me detailed ore 
production figures at Maury Mine from 1770 to 1848.  
I have furthermore examined Taddington Liberty ore 
accounts from 1849 until 1870.  The grove ore measured 
at the mine during these years can be summarised:
1770-1799:  414 loads 1 dish  (No grove ore recorded in 
1777, 1783, 1786-1790, 1794, 1795, 1798 and 1799).
1800-1848:  225 loads 8 dish  (No grove ore recorded in 
1804, 1807, 1808, 1815-1841, and 1845).
Hillock ore and belland are not included in these measures.
Thus ore production at the mine in a 79 year period 
amounted to a mere 640 loads, there being no output for 
many years.  Comparison with other Derbyshire mines 
confirms that the output at Maury Mine can be regarded 
as very small and surely cannot have induced later owners 
to commit to the expense of installing a waggonway after 
completion of the sough.
An agreement was made in December, 1846 between 
the mine owners and the owners of Litton Mill allowing 
the height of the weir at the Mill to be raised, the result 

of which action would be to increase the water level in 
Maury Sough to a depth of three feet for a distance of 300 
yards from the tail.  Their agreement to the sough being 
partially flooded in 1846-1847 enhances the opinion that 
by that date man access to the sough was not required.  
The old, 18th century waggonway may have been utilised 
periodically in a limited fashion until 1846-1847 when 
the sough was (or was intended to be) part flooded from 
the heightened river level.
A book of 1861 (“Dales, Scenery, Fishing Streams and 
Mines of Derbyshire”, W. Adam, 1861, page 5) describes 
how “The weir is raised a considerable height and dams 
the water ··· half a mile higher up (the dale) ··· and forms 
as fine a sheet of water or inland lake as can be seen”.
Ore production at Maury Mine, 1849-1856 and 1865:
1849-1870:  187 loads 3 dishes (No grove ore recorded 
in 1851,1853, 1857-1864. 1866-1870. Ore measures not 
checked after 1870).
*NB. In 1856, 366 loads 1 dish of ore were measured and 
sold for only 3/5d to 10/8d per load, obviously ‘Linnet 
ore’ of very poor quality, plus 11 loads 6 dishes at 6/9d in 
1865.
1857-1870 moderate to high levels of very poor, low 
grade ‘Linnet ore’ were measured and sold at similar very 
low prices.
Ore production at Moorhigh Level, 1853-1858:
Moorhigh Level first measured ore in 1853 and almost 
certainly must equate to the ‘Upper Level’ shown on 
the 1864 plan (Walton vs. Midland Railway, Bagshawe 
Collection 212, Sheffield Archives).  The last recorded 
ore measure in 1858 may be consistent with some form 
of litigation, which may have concerned the impending 
destruction of the ‘Upper Level’ during construction of 
the railway.  The presence of an open mine level so close 
beneath track level along a main line (London Euston 
to Manchester) would not have been acceptable to the 
railway construction engineers.
1853-1858:  94 loads 5 dishes (No grove ore recorded in 
1857, 1859-1867*).
**NB. In 1856, 530 loads 8 dishes were measured and 
sold for 3/3d to 9/9d per load.  In 1858, 87 loads 3 dishes 
sold at l/7d to 8/3d per load.

Mr. Wass’ Level, also known as Moorhigh Level was 
described as the ‘New Level’ in May, 1868 when a mine 
road was laid out to it by the Barmaster and two jurymen.

Summary:
Maury Mine:
1770-1856 and 1865 grove ore  827 loads 3 dishes.
1856   linnets ore  366 loads 1 dish.
1865   linnets ore  11 loads 6 dishes
Moorhigh Level:
1853-1856  grove ore  94 loads 5 dishes
1856  linnets ore  530 loads 8 dishes
From the above analysis I see no financial or operational 
justification for the mine owners installing the wooden 
waggon way after completion of the sough in 1774- 1775 
(1782 at the latest).

Jim Rieuwerts



3

Coalpit Rake:  Spar Mining and 
Firesetting Uphill
With reference to John Barnatt and Terry Worthington 
et al’s excellent accounts in Mining History 17:3, I can 
add a tiny contribution whilst I remember to do so.  It is 
time someone looked into what is virtually my back yard 
and it would certainly not be better done by anyone else.
During 1957-58 I lodged at Ember Farm.  At that time 
Arnold Marshall of Winster operated the very small 
dressing plant at Low Mine (not the larger earlier wartime 
(?) plant nearby).  I knew little of such things then, but 
it was laid out in an L form, with two or three jigs on 
the west side recovering lead and crusher, logwasher 
and  trommel (?) on the north delivering to it.  Waste had 
previously been dumped down the Low Mine shaft, but 
by then it must have gone into the open-cut. 
Marshall also then operated the area down to and 
above the upper entrance of Devonshire, using a winch 
operated narrow-gauge railway.  I was then away for a 
few years, coming back in 1963.  By then the operation 
was using an International Drott, bringing the spar up to 
the loading area at the concrete road.  Arnold Marshall 
also worked the area on the Great Rake above where it 
breaks out of the Heights of Abraham grounds until about 
1972 (when the Society capped several shafts on Great 
Rake).  I remember a couple of men hand-loading into 
a large kibble which was hauled out the shallow pit by 
a small crane and dumped into an old lorry.  Horrocks 
I think owned quite a large area of Masson (though not 
the large quarry) and at that time did not work it himself, 
relying presumably on the royalties.  I seem to remember 
Ember Farm was rented from him, by Jim and Florence 
Iremonger, for some £50 a year, but subject to spar 
working at whim. 
On page 45 of 17:3 firesetting is discussed, and firing 
in uphill, closed end passages, with the possible use of 
underfloor ducts, is described. Under the floor was not 
actually necessary – temporary trunks – or even soil-
sealed boards laid above the floor would do just as well 
and could easily be moved. They would need to be of 
fairly large size to carry enough air. But I do not think 
either solution was necessary in the vertically dominated 
narrow scrins there. Some readers might have been 
puzzled at the idea of “uphill firesetting”.
It is often thought that firesetting uphill is not possible 
without some aid to ventilation, but there are plenty of 
examples which suggest otherwise, as our team found some 
years ago in Zawarmala Mine, India.  There is also the 
example of Pooles Cavern at Buxton, which was raised by 
Professor Branigan some years ago at a lecture in Derby:  
there is a small metal working site at the end, uphill of the 
entrance.  It presumably worked even with people present.
The general puzzlement about how this can be so is due 
to our common experience of air  stratification which 
suggests that the warmer, spent air (smoke) will fill the 
chamber, forcing out or preventing entry of new air and 
putting the fire out. Thus we see mist filled valleys of cold 
air forming a stable inversion as the heavier air is at the 
bottom (e.g. in the Matlock Gorge or alongside the M1). 

Essentially however, this is a near static phenomenon, 
either by cooling of air by ground radiation, or of slow, 
cold, katabatic flows downhill displacing the warmer.
In firesetting, however, the situation is very dynamic 
with very strong flows of air and often very marked 
stratification between heated and cooler air.  Temperature 
difference will rise to the order of 700 ºC. Consider first 
the activity at the fire itself.  As in any bonfire, here the 
movement of air, once the fire is going even slightly, 
will be rapid and getting more rapid, rising above the 
fire to the roof in a stream of very hot vapours.  At the 
roof it will necessarily turn under the downward sloping 
roof, but because the fire is acting as a “pump” behind 
it and because it is noticeably hotter than the incoming 
air which follows at low level into the base of the fire, 
it will remain stratified in a fairly fast-moving plume 
under the roof.  The cold new air can continue entering 
at the bottom, replacing the air rising in the fire and the 
hot air will eject from the upper part of the closed area 
as a plume.  This may be aided by the effect of cooling 
on the air from the roof as it flows back to the entry, so 
that the flow will be very slightly heavier as it descends, 
but I think it is the relative motions which are the more 
important in maintaining separation.
Can we see these characteristics at work without 
hazarding ourselves?  I think so.  One of my bonfires, 
with somewhat damp material, produced evil and low 
temperature, heavy, smoke which poured as a relatively 
narrow plume – almost as if within a wide pipe - down 
the hillside within the evening katabatic flow of air and 
straight into my downhill neighbour’s door.  Take my 
word for it – do not try it on your neighbours.  We can 
also see a similar effect in the two way flows in rivers, 
where the main flow goes speedily down the centre and 
slow flows pass upstream at the sides.  Watch floating 
leaves or canoeists.  Here it is certainly the relative 
motions causing the flows to act as plumes rather than 
mix and flow together, since the temperature is the same.
I am not sure how far this effect will work – but in India 
it seems to have done so for perhaps 30-40 metres, and 
at Pooles Cavern, even more.  I have little doubt that it 
would work sufficiently well in the narrow, not over-long 
closed scrins in Devonshire.

Lynn Willies

A Note on Gas Plumes
Lynn raised some interesting points about the behaviour 
of hot gas plumes, especially with regard to stratification 
rather than mixing.  Over 32 years in the Chemical 
Industry I have seen many examples of stratified flows.
In what Lynn describes there is not only a difference 
in temperature and density between the two flows, but 
also one of viscosity.  (Gases, unlike liquids, become 
more viscous with heating.)  Mixing of two fluid flows is 
easiest when they have the same viscosity, and becomes 
more difficult as the viscosity difference increases.
The more viscous fluid seems to retain its energy within 
its flow, and the faster it flows the more stratified it 
seems to become.  Only when it slows do they mix !!!

Steve Thompson
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Meets List:  Summer & Autumn 2010

1. Underground Meet – Spinney Level, Via 
Gellia.
W/ednesday 14th July.  Leader:  Martin Long.  Party size 
strictly limited to eight plus leaders.
NOW FULLY BOOKED
An easy/moderate grade trip, which involves wading 
through waist-deep water. Plenty of flowstone, 
formations and the odd miner’s inscription to be seen.
For more details, or booking, contact Martin Long.

2. Heritage Walk – Matlock Area.
Tuesday 20th July 2010.  Leader Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Boat House, Matlock. Additional parking 
is available at the Artist’s Corner car park.
A walk around Old Matlock, looking at the old trades 
& pubs along the way. A chance to see the site of Toplis 
& Taylor, the alias with which ground zero was set 
up during the second world war.  Also a walk down 
Bank Road, the site of the former tramway which took 
passengers from Crown Square to Smedley Street.  
There will be a stop in Hall Leys Park to have a look 
at the tram shelter which once stood in Crown Square.  
Optional Buffet at the Boat House, Matlock, afterwards.

3.  Heritage Walk – Cromford Village.
Tuesday 3rd August 2010.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00 at the Cromford Canal Wharf Car Park
This trip around the village of Cromford will be looking 
at the site of the former lead smelter, Arkwright’s Mill, 
the sites of former shops and pubs in the village and the 
outfall of Cromford Sough.  Optional food and drink at 
the Greyhound Hotel afterwards.

4.  Underground Meet – Lay By Pot, Stony 
Middleton.
Wednesday 11th August 2010.  SRT skill will be 
required.  NOW FULLY BOOKED
An intermediate SRT through trip.  Although mostly 
natural cave, we’ll be going in search of where the 
miners have left their mark.  A 14m abseil, a low damp 
crawl or two and a slightly tight and acrobatic exit climb 
are included to add to the fun! For  further details and 
booking info contact Martin Long. 

5.  Heritage Walk – Matlock Revisited 
Tuesday 17th August 2010.  Leader:  Tony Wood,
Another walk around the town of Matlock, taking a look 
at Old Matlock, including  Pheobe Bown’s grave, the old 
Wheatsheaf Inn and the old School House, Then we shall 
look at Matlock town itself, the site of the old pinfold, 
how Causeway Lane was developed, Steep Turnpike, Firs 

Parade, Hall Leys Park, Batemans Park, Matlock Bridge 
and finally the development of Dale Road.  Optional food 
and drink at the Boat House Matlock afterwards.

6.  Mining Heritage Walk – Magpie Mine
Tuesday 31st August.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet at 7.00pm 
at the Cock & Pullet Inn, Sheldon.
A chance for new and old members alike to visit this 
magnificent mine and hear the story of its long and 
fascinating history.  A nice way to bring to an end 
the summer season of guided walks.  Optional Buffet 
afterwards at the Cock & Pullet, Sheldon.

7.  Heritage Day.
Saturday 11th September 2010.  See full details on page 5.

8.  Heritage Walk – Belper Town History.
Tuesday 14th September 2010.  Meet at 7.00pm at Belper 
North Mill car park

In May of this year I attended a walk around Belper town 
which I organized for the Society, and which was led by 
members of Belper North Mill and Belper local history 
group.  I found the walk very informative and the guide 
pointed out sites of interest along the way.  This walk is 
now going to be repeated for members of PDMHS who 
missed it the last time.  Optional food and drink at the 
Riflemans Arms, Belper afterwards.

9.  Underground Meet – Wapping Mine & 
Cumberland Cavern, Matlock Bath.
Wednesday 29th September 2010.  Leader: Paul Chandler.

The earliest Society reference I have is for a trip here in 
1976, but no doubt trips were organised long before then! 
After an enforced absence of nearly five years, this trip 
is long overdue.  Easy grade, dry trip. Wear Oversuit or 
Boilersuit. Knee-pads(optional).  Entrance to (and exit 
from!) the mine is awkward.  An ideal novice trip, but also 
of interest for more experienced mine explorers.  The first 
part of Wapping Mine consists of large and impressive 
mined stopes.  There is still some nice mineralisation 
in parts of the mine and it is worth bringing a camera.  
Cumberland Cavern is notable for lots of graffiti, dating 
back to the 1960s, and consists of interconnected roomy 
caverns.  Remnants of the days when it was a show cave 
still exist, with metal hand rails, steps and a wishing well!

For reference:  A Derbyshire Caving Association 
publication, “Cumberland Cavern & Wapping Mine” 
compiled by John Barnatt and David Webb (2003) contains 
a comprehensive account of the combined mine/cave 
system.  Copies are available for purchase from the Peak 
District Mining Museum. 

Party size limited to eight, plus leader. Evening meet. To 
book your place(s), and for details of the meeting time and 
place contact Paul Chandler.

10.  Underground Meet – Arkengarthdale.
Sunday 10th October 2010.  Organiser: Paul Chandler.
The previous Society visit to this particular mine (name 
withheld on request) was in 2005.  Access to this very 

Please Note:  To ensure that everyone has an equal 
opportunity to attend meets, where numbers are 
limited email or telephone bookings will not be 
accepted before Saturday the 10th of July.
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extensive mined/natural system is restricted and the 
trip will be around 6hrs duration.  The trip is graded 
moderate, but strenuous, due to the length of the trip. 
The first part will involve a lengthy wade in water that is 
about 3ft (1m) deep, the mine is then dry.  Most passages 
will be of walking/stooping size, with one tight section 
in the natural part.  No crawls, ladder or SRT involved.  
Photography will be limited to quick “point and press” 
only.  Bring packed lunch & drink, together with electric 
lamps having at least 6hrs duration.  Wetsuit socks are 
advisable, but full wetsuit is not required. 
Party size is limited to 10 experienced mine or cave 
explorers - the trip is not suitable for novices.
For further information, to book your place(s), meeting 
time & place:  Contact Paul Chandler.
Footnote:  Subject to sufficient interest from Society 
members, an underground mine meet could be arranged 
on the Saturday, with overnight accommodation in Reeth 
or surrounding area.

11:  Underground Meet – Mouldridge Mine.
Wednesday 13th October 2010.  Evening meet.  Leader: 
Paul Chandler.
Easy grade, dry trip.  Wear oversuit or boilersuit, knee-
pads are optional.  Mostly walking or stooping size mined 
passages. Optional low crawly bit, including the banana 
slide!  An ideal novice trip, but also of interest for more 
experienced mine explorers.  Mine quite complex and 
worked on different levels.  For reference:  See PDMHS 
Bulletin Volume 9, No 2 (1984).  Party size limited to eight, 
plus leader.  To book your place(s), meeting time and place 
etc. contact Paul Chandler.

12:  Underground Meet – Peak Cavern.
Sunday 24th October 2010.
Details to appear in the next newsletter.

13:  Underground Meet – Great Masson 
Cavern.
Tuesday 26th October.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 10am 
Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath.
Another Society visit to this ever popular, extensive, part 
natural part mined complex.  If you haven’t been before, 
well you are in for a treat.  In brief, there are large and 
impressive natural caverns, it is full of interest, from 
very early “woodpecker” pick working to hand picked 
coffin levels and relatively modern mining artefacts 
and it is interesting from both the geological and 
mineralization perspective. Worth bringing a camera!
With thanks to the Heights of Abraham for allowing 
access to the Masson system via the show cave.

14:  Underground Meet – Ashford Black 
Marble Mine (Rookery Mine).
Tuesday 9th November 2008.  Evening trip,  leaders: 
Paul Chandler and Tony Wood.
Another opportunity to visit this popular Derbyshire 
mine which, if you have never visited it, is quite 

extensive, easy to explore and totally different to a 
typical Derbyshire lead mine.
Easy grade, dry apart from puddles. Mostly walking size 
passages.  An ideal novice trip, but also of interest to 
experienced mine explorers too..  Access conditions limit 
party size to 15 (Including Leader).  For those Society 
members & guests attending this meet, there will be a 
unique opportunity to view a genuine historic item made 
from Ashford Black Marble.
Reference: “Derbyshire Black Marble” by J M 
Tomlinson (PDMHS Special Publication No 4, 1996).
To book place(s) or further details contact Tony Wood.

The Mining Heritage Walks are highly recommended, 
and are a great way of getting out into the countryside to 
meet new members and old friends.  Buffets are optional 
and cost between £1.50 and £3.00
Further details on the sites visited during these walks, 
and some of the underground trips, can be found in the 
latest edition of  “Lead Mining in the Peak District”  by 
Rieuwerts and Ford.

Contact Details:
Tony Wood: Tel:  07891  276668
  email:  wtonyw01@aol.com
Martin Long: Tel:  07969  774801
  email:  training@pdmhs.com
Paul Chandler: Tel:  01246 220773
  email:  paulchandler3@btinternet.com

Tony Wood

Heritage Day 2010
Heritage Day 2010 is on Saturday the 11th of September 
and will be held at Magpie Mine, Sheldon, The mine 
has a fantastic history stretching back to the 1600s. 
The mine will be open to visitors between 12.00 and 
17.00. Surface tours will take place every hour or as 
needs require. There will be refreshments on offer and a 
souvenir stall.
If you would like to help in any way to make the events 
of the day run smoothly, either as a mine guide, a car 
park attendant or a general assistant I would be very 
grateful for your help.

Tony Wood 
Heritage Day Organizer. 

PDMHS e-Newsletter
The PDMHS Newsletter is now available in electronic 

form (PDF), sent by email in 
addition to the paper copy sent 
by post to all members.
To subscribe to the e-newsletter 
please email your name and 
postal address, to:-

newsletter@pdmhs.com 
Steve Thompson

mailto: wtonyw01@aol.com
training@pdmhs.com
mailto: paulchandler3@btinternet.com
mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 34
Coal Mining Remains, Oaking Clough, 
Hallam Moors, South Yorkshire, 
SK 247 861
A small coal mining site, parts of which are shown 
on the Ordnance Survey Dark Peak map, lies in a 
particularly isolated moorland location below High Lad 
Ridge at the bottom of the long dip slope to the east of 
Stanage Edge.  Upstream from a small water collection 
reservoir on the conduit to the Redmires Reservoirs, 
there are shaft hollows and upcast mounds to either 

side of the brook.  Presumably the coal, which belongs 
to the Ringinglow Seam, was first found in the stream 
bank.  The workings lie south of the outcrop in a faulted 
area where the overlying rocks form rounded shelves 
to either side of the valley.  Most of the features show 
well on the latest Google Earth satellite imagery of this 
location, dating to 2009, allowing a reasonably accurate 
plot to be easily made.  This was supplemented by the 
sketch plotting of other features noted during our site 
visit in January 2010.  Much lies in an area that has 
dense bracken cover in summer and autumn.
Immediately west of the stream there are four close-
spaced shaft hollows close to the outcrop, while there 

are eight to nine further shaft mounds with central 
hollows on the hillside to the south-west.  These have 
larger upcast heaps reflecting deeper shafts down to 
the seam as the hillside is climbed.  Beyond there are 
small stone quarry pits some of which look superficially 
like mining remains from above and are shown on the 
Ordnance Survey map in the same way as the shaft 
hollows!  Such vagaries illustrate well that there is no 
substitute for going and having a good look.  One of 
the shaft hollows has a very small, low but well-defined 
mound immediately updip; similar mounds have been 
observed at a handful of shafts at Goyts Moss but their 
function remains unknown.  To the north of the shafts 
there is a oval ‘enclosure’ defined by two breaks of 

slope and a nearby smaller sub-circular flat-topped 
platform; these again are of unknown interpretation and 
functionally they are not obviously related to the mining.  
The possibility that they are geological rather than 
archaeological features cannot be fully ruled out, but the 
sharpness of two out of three breaks of slope suggests 
they are built.
East of the stream, opposite the first four shaft sites 
described above, in a tight cluster there are seven shaft 
hollows with upcast heaps, again getting bigger/deeper 
going upslope.  The smallest mounds lie close to the 
stream and must be near the outcrop.  The largest lies at 
the top end of a gully which is overlain by two further 
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shaft earthworks part-way down; the explanation for this 
linear feature is unclear.  According to the geological 
map it runs in the wrong direction to be interpreted as 
being a trench following the outcrop.  Further south 
there are another two relatively large shaft mounds, 
while two very small features lying further south also 
look like the sites of shallow shafts.  However, their 
interpretation is called into question because in theory at 
least the seam should be at some depth in this vicinity.
Nothing is currently known to the author of the history 
of this small coal mine.  It is not included in Farey’s 
early 19th century list of collieries, although mines high 
on the moors in the Peak District tend to most commonly 
date to the 18th century and/or earlier 19th century.

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw and 
Dave Williams

Reported: John Barnatt

Watts Engine Shaft, Old Millclose 
Mine, Darley Bridge, SK 2578 6184
A conservation initiative instigated by the PDMHS 
Conservation Officer has recently come to 
fruition.  For years the Cornish engine house and 
associated structures at Watts Engine Shaft had 
been disappearing under ever more scrub, with 
only the main engine house and shaft cap clearly 

visible.  As the site is a Scheduled Monument we 
contacted English Heritage, suggesting that the 
PDMHS Conservation Team could cut back the 
vegetation.  However, because it gave added value, 
instead English Heritage negotiated an agreement 
with Stanton Estates who own the site, with the 
Estate committing to ongoing management.  As 
part of this, the engine house and adjacent footings 
of a winding house, boiler house, flues, chimney, 
another building and retaining walls have recently 
been cleared of obtrusive vegetation.  This not only 
improves the visual appearance but the removal of 
the young trees means that further root damage to 
the structures has been curtailed (assuming that the 
stumps have been successfully poisoned).  English 
Heritage and Stanton Estates are to be congratulated 
on a successful outcome.

John Barnatt, April 2010 

Maury Sough Tail, Millers Dale, 
Taddington. SK 1508 7308.
Over this last winter the PDMHS Conservation Team 
undertook three days work at the tail of Maury Sough 
between December and March.  This was carried 
out with the kind permission of the owners, the Peak 
District National Park Authority.  Steve Farron, the 
National Park man on the ground, helped on site 
throughout the project.  The aim was to tidy the sough 
goit and coes nearby, removing tumbled stonework 
and stabilising walls with selected minor rebuilding to 
put in good order.  This short project filled a gap in the 
programme at Silence Mine as we could do no pointing 
with lime mortar over this period.  
There is as short open goit between the collapsed sough 
tail and the river, running across a narrow area, part or 
all of which is a flat-topped spoil heap from driving the 
sough from about 1760 onwards.  The mound’s exact 
original shape and size has been lost through river 
erosion and changes made to the river, including the 
documented raising of the water level for Litton Mill in 
1846.  This had been built a short distance downstream 
in 1782, but in 1846 its dam was modified to increase 
the head.  However, even today, when the water is clear, 
a low continuation of the hillock continues into the river 
for more that half the river’s width, matching the shape 
of the hillock shown on an 1864 map of the sough.
Before we started work, to the east of the goit there was 
the ruined remains of a coe with two compartments, 
and another possible smaller example to the west side, 
both with walls part-buried with tumble and scree.  
The visible goit started from where water issued from 
scree and rocks, just short of a infilled bend where the 
vein was intersected.  The line of the vein is visible as 
a hollow, which comes diagonally down a scree slope, 
reflecting the position of the collapsed sough that here 
had presumably been constructed using cut and cover.  
Today the sough itself can be entered via a lidded shaft 
at the top of the scree slope immediately below a low 
cliff where the vein is clearly visible, with the course 
of the Midland Railway Line (now the Monsal Trail) 
immediately beyond, the embankment of which covers 
the documented entrance to an upper level of presumed 
earlier date than the lower sough.  A description of 
aspects of the sough underground has recently been 
given in Peak District Mines – Observations and 
Discoveries 32, in Newsletter 133.
The short open goit from the sough to the river, which 
is about 11.5m long to the bend, has remaining walled 
sides in parts.  Much tumble and scree was removed 
and two short sections on the west side, one of which 
had been destabilised by a mature tree, were rebuilt to 
increase stability. Beyond the bend where the vein was 
met the walling continued south-westwards towards the 
cliff, with two retaining side walls set 1.05-1.10m apart 
and still standing to nearly head height (we did not clear 
the fill quite down to an original floor level so an exact 
original height cannot be given, but the walls were up to 

Watts Engine House after the recent removal of scrub.

Photo: John Barnatt
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1.4m high from the point we stopped digging).  It is not 
clear whether the walls uncovered immediately beyond 
the bend, which we followed for 2.4m (south side), were 
at the tail proper and thus an original timber flat-roof 
or stone-arched roof had fully collapsed, or if the portal 
was a short distance further into the slope.  No attempt 
to explore further in this direction was attempted as the 
loose scree slopes were above head height and would 
have need shoring.  Any structures here could not have 
been easily kept open long term.  Opening the sough 
tail would be a major engineering task, for which 
permission may be refused given that the site lies within 
a SSSI and the sough can already be easily entered in 
extended periods of dry weather via a shaft.
When the sough was being driven and subsequently 
in use for removing deads and ore, the tramway (still 
extant underground) would have come out of the tail 
and run to the flat area in front of the eastern coe.  At the 
bend, the eastern goit side comprised a cruder 0.85m+ 
high drystone wall that blocks this original route, with 
the south-eastern wall running out from the tail now 
buried but continuing behind the abutted blocking 
wall.  Thus, after the sough had stopped being used for 
removal of stone/ore, but continued to drain the mine, 
the side was walled up, presumably to help stop collapse 
of scree into the channel.  Going towards the river from 
the rough wall the next section of the goit on the east 
side has no visible original walling, the side comprising 
a heap of relatively large stones.  These may well derive 
from a previous attempt to open the sough tail, at the 
base of our trench just beyond the bend we found two 
metal sheets laid horizontally as a shovelling surface.  
We do not know when this attempt was made, except 
that it pre-dates the 1990s – anyone who knows please 
get in touch.
Upon careful inspection as tumble was being removed, 
the eastern coe was seen to be built in two phases, 
with a small eastern shed with a c. 2m wide doorway 
facing the river, and a longer addition abutted to the 
west which appeared to be open fronted.  Both were set 
into the bottom of the scree slope, the western addition 
with a remaining back wall that was nearly 2m high 
(allowing for some tumble left in the interior to protect 
the original floor level).  Internally the eastern room 
measured 3.20m by 2.25m in plan.  The back wall was 
largely destroyed because of tree roots from two mature 
trees, while the short front wall was much reduced and 
has now been partially rebuild.  Internally the western 
room measured 2.80m by 4.90-5.60m in plan, with 
walls that were splayed so that the room was shorter at 
the back than the front. The back wall and northern end 
wall were in reasonable condition, but the former had a 
bulging area near the centre that was rebuilt. The wall 
that divided the two rooms was missing near its river 
end, destroyed by the adjacent large tree; it has now 
been partially rebuilt.  Interestingly, this wall had been 
widened when the northern room was added.  Small 
trial holes were sunk into the present ‘floor’ of the coe’s 
interior, one to either end.  Both showed that the rooms 

originally had original earthern/tailings floors that lie at 
just over 0.1-0.2m below the present ground level.  Just 
outside the northern side of the western room a small 
iron tramway chair was found which was similar to 
those described previously inside the sough, but with 
both sides rising to the same height.
The western coe was poorly preserved, with no 
remaining trace of back or front wall.  As with 
elsewhere on site, a mature tree had taken its toll at the 
back.  Parts of the two side walls remained, standing 
up to 1.2m high.  Originally the building was set into 
the scree slope and measured about 2.0m by 4.2m 
internally.

Present: PDMHS Conservation Team
Reported: John Barnatt

A Very Curious Tunnel
Harpur Hill Quarry, SK 06272 70963
What must be about two years ago at a PHMHS event, 
John Barnatt was asked whether he knew anything about 
a tunnel at the quarries at Harpur Hill; to paraphrase 
the answer at the time – what tunnel?  This was never 
quite forgotten and eventually we visited the quarry to 
investigate.  Inspection in turn set in motion a serious 
case of head scratching and searching for clues over 
several months.  No definitive conclusions have been 
reached but this report documents our thoughts – 
apologies to those who first enquired for it having taken 
so long.
In August 2009, during their first of several visits to 
Harpur Hill Quarry, John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote 
and Phil Shaw explored what John described to Steve 
Thompson in a subsequent enquiry for information 
as ‘A very curious spacious brick-lined tunnel’.  Two 
subsequent visits by Steve, accompanied by Dean 
Smith on the second, produced a survey of the tunnel 
and established its orientation in relation to the 1:2500 
Ordnance Survey map.  In fact, some years earlier Steve 
had been informed about this tunnel by Dean Smith, 
who had found it while at Harpur Hill College, but Steve 
had never visited it, largely because confusion about its 
location led him to believe it was a drain tunnel west of 
the quarry.  On a further visit, John Barnatt took Terry 
Worthington to get a ‘second opinion’ on several points 
of interpretation.
At one end of the tunnel, the former track of the 
Cromford and High Peak Railway, which ran around the 
north side of the quarry, is carried on an embankment 
some 3 metres high, supported by a drystone wall of 
large limestone blocks.  The tunnel enters directly into 
this wall, where the entrance section has walls and an 
arched roof that are lined with red brick, four courses 
thick at the portal.
The total length of the tunnel is 126 metres, with an 
average direction slightly east of south but with a 
distinctly sinuous outer half.  With the exception of one 
short section of roof the tunnel is lined throughout.  The 
first 7.5 metres are completely faced with red brick, 
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whereas further in the walls are lined with limestone 
blocks and the arched roof with brick, which is seen to 
be four courses thick at the one part  where a break in 
the build permits viewing.  Following on from the initial 
complete brick lining, with butt joints at each change 
point, a further 16m of the tunnel are roofed with red 
brick, 5m are then arched with blue brick leading to just 
over 4 metres with an unlined limestone bedrock roof 
(with large timber stemples - for stability ???), then c. 
3m of blue brick, 10m of red brick, 6m of blue brick 
and finally a long section where the roof is arched with 
red brick to the end.  The cross-section of the tunnel is 
generally c-1.8m wide and 2.1m high, becoming slightly 
lower towards the end.  The passage slopes gently 
upwards, with a noticeably steeper section in a central 
part from 38m onwards, rising approximately three 
metres over its full length.

The end of the tunnel has been the subject of some 
debate. Eventually a consensus was reached - it stops 
at a near-vertical ‘face’ of quarry backfill, where 
a compact clay dominates, rather than ending at a 
collapse or forefield.  The brick arching does not come 
to a butt joint, but was left unfinished, as if abandoned 
at a point where it was originally intended to extend 
further, had plans not changed.  Immediately beyond 
the arching there are short crude stone walls, placed as 
if a temporary measure before the arch formers were 

moved.  The ‘castellated’ end of the brickwork is as left 
by the builders rather than being the product of bricks 
having been removed or collapsed, for there is no mortar 
on the brick sides/ends.  In the final ten metres the 
limestone block lining at the tunnel sides has ‘nipped 
in’ and there is significant cracking and displacement of 
the lining, explained by the sides sliding on the bedrock 
floor below, because of pressure from the weight of the 
surrounding backfill.  A hand-held GPS was used to 
locate a point on the surface above the end of the tunnel 
– here GPS altitude data and a barometric altimeter 
indicated that there are c. 30 metres of backfill overlying 
the tunnel end. 
The tunnel contains several puzzling features:  Twelve 
metres in there is a circular hole to surface in the roof, 
almost one metre in diameter, which is covered by a 
steel plate and c. 0.5m of overburden.  At the same point 
in the tunnel there is a brick lined side passage, which 
is part of the original build, that leads at right-angles 
to surface just south of the former main railway track, 
emerging at the site of a siding.  Some 38 metres from 
the entrance the floor steps up by about 0.3m, where 
water has been directed into a “soakaway” at the base 
of a brick lined alcove to the eastern passage side.  This 
alcove stands in contrast with the first in that it is an 
insertion into the tunnel side, which is turn had been 
blocked at an even later date. The crest of the step up 
has been raised slightly to direct water into the alcove.  
Further into the tunnel there are places where the floor 
comprises irregular bedrock and it seems likely that 
running water has scoured away an original laid ‘gravel’ 
floor.  At c. 30m from the tunnel end there is a heap of 
‘infill’ placed along one wall of the passage as if floor 
deposits have been dug through and placed here to 
allow easy access to the tunnel end.  This may well have 
been done in association with relatively recent minor 
‘safety’ works, for the tunnel end has been stabilised 
by the introduction of a ‘buttress’ of rubble which 
contained pieces of modern sewer pipe and corrugated 
iron sheeting, as if there was worry that because the clay 
was being squeezed down the passage there may have 
been a collapse behind, leading to a hole appearing at 
surface.  Elsewhere in the inner sections of the tunnel 
at one point there are two sturdy iron pins in the tunnel 
wall, protruding in a horizontal line, but what they once 
supported is not known.  A small rectangular alcove, 
with three sections of iron tramway rail forming a 
lintel, is an original feature in the eastern wall, again its 
purpose is unknown.
The construction, date and purpose of the tunnel have 
been the subject of much debate:  With the exception of 
a relatively short section, close to the entrance, which 
is clearly driven through solid limestone at the point 
where intact hillside remains between the railway line 
and the limestone quarry, it appears that this tunnel was 
of a ‘build and cover’ construction. Near the entrance it 
was set under the 1830s’ raised railway track bed, while 
further in the arching was built before being covered 
with quarry backfill.  The regular changes in the nature 

The Survey of the Tunnel 
overlaid onto the 25” to 1 mile 
Ordnance Survey map of 1922.
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of the brick lining, which are generally butted against 
one another, may have several explanations.  The blue 
brick arching to either side of the section with bedrock 
roof are likely to be contemporary with each other and 
have been built for strength.  The map shows that the 
southern end of this section, at one of the significant 
changes of direction, coincides with the location of the 
quarry face as depicted by the Ordnance Survey on their 
second edition 25 inch to a mile map (Sheet XXII-5) 
published in 1898.  This is just before the point where 
the drain alcove takes water and may well be the original 
point of entry into the quarry.  Going outby from the 
section under the limestone hillside, the 
change to red brick reflects where the 
tunnel leaves the natural rock above and 
passes under the railway.  The final section 
where the brick lining comes to the floor 
may be contemporary or has perhaps been 
added when the railway embankment 
facing was renewed.  Returning to where 
the tunnel entered the quarry there are a 
further three changes in build and one of 
orientation, that appear to indicate that the 
tunnel was being extended intermittently 
over a period of time as this part of the 
quarry was backfilled.

Photographs in the archives of the Buxton 
Lime and Cement Division of Tarmac 
Limited taken in March 1936 appear to 
show a second tunnel similar to the one 
described here, which ran into the adjacent 
Hoffman Quarry from the direction of the 
railway line.  These photographs record 
that a leat had been cut to drain water into 
the tunnel from a flooded area of the quarry 
during the previous month, although the 
tunnel clearly existed prior to this flooding.  
Sadly no trace of this other tunnel has been 
found, the entrance may well have been 
blocked but nearby residential development 
makes close inspection difficult.  Survey 
shows that the Harpur Hill Tunnel also 
entered its quarry bottom but was later 
buried under backfill.

The function and date of the Harpur Hill 
Quarry tunnel are difficult to determine 
with any certainly.  A number of possibilities must be 
considered:  Was the tunnel used to drain water from part 
of the quarry; was it used as a haulage tunnel to carry 
material in or out of the quarry; was it an access route 
for men and horses into the quarry?  Did its function or 
functions change during the operating life of the tunnel?
Clues are provided by the structural details observed.  
The hole in the roof from the sidings suggests that 
something was to be dropped into the tunnel from the 
railway, possibly waste stone that had been spilled from 
wagons in the siding above as it was periodically tidied.  
Scratch marks on the tunnel roof between the hole 

and the portal, but not in the other direction, indicated 
material passed here.  The size of the tunnel indicates 
its primary purpose was not as a drain from the quarry 
bottom for it is far too grandiose, it is person - or more 
probably horse - sized, although keeping the quarry 
bottom free of water was clearly a secondary purpose 
of the tunnel, as indicated by the side alcove placed at 
a point close to where the tunnel would have entered 
the quarry.  The steepness of the central section of the 
tunnel would have made it impossible to push full tubs 
in the direction of the quarry without the aid of horses or 
mechanical haulage.  The present character of the floor 

of the tunnel, which is scoured and in part modified, 
or elsewhere silted over, makes it impossible to 
determine if there were ever tramway sleepers set here, 
as any potential evidence has been removed or buried.  
Similarly, the change in floor level when the water is 
taken off may well be a secondary feature, added when 
the alcove was altered by being walled up except for a 
small drain hole at the base.  It may be that the drainage 
function was maintained after the primary purposes were 
redundant.
Ordnance Survey maps help considerably with giving an 
approximate date for the Harpur Hill Quarry tunnel.  The 

A view of the Harpur Hill Quarry Tunnel 
looking out towards the entrance.

Photo: Steve Thompson
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first edition one inch to one mile sheet of 1840 (Sheet 
81 SE) shows there were no industrial-scale quarries at 
Harpur Hill at that date.  The first edition of the 25 inch 
to a mile map (Sheet XXII-5), published in 1879, shows 
that the Harpur Hill Quarry was active but was still 
relatively shallow; the face where the tunnel emerged 
did not exist.  Similarly, there is nothing outside the 
tunnel entrance.  It seems highly unlikely that the tunnel 
had been created at this date as it still would have had no 
function.  The wall at the northern edge of the railway 
embankment existed in 1879 and today there is no sign 
that the tunnel is inserted into this as a secondary feature.  
However, this cannot be taken as a legitimate argument 
that the tunnel already existed in 1879 and is potentially 
contemporary with the original 1830s embankment, 
for it may well be that the walling was remodelled to 
incorporate the tunnel entrance at whatever date it was 
added.  By the time of the second edition map of 1898, 
the quarry face that the tunnel emerged from now existed 
but again there is no sign on the map that the tunnel 
was present; while this is certainly possible, there is no 
spoil heap placed outside the entrance from the section 
through bedrock.  In contrast, the third edition of 1922 
clearly shows a rail track emerging onto waste tips north 
of the railway line which radiate from the position of the 
tunnel entrance.  The other end of the tunnel was in a 
then active part of the quarry.  Whether the appearance 
of the tips north of the railway is directly related to the 
tunnel drivage is debateable; they were too large to be 
entirely explained in this way, and the possibility that the 
drivage material had been placed elsewhere before spoil 
heap formation started cannot be dismissed.  By the 
1938 edition of the map, the track has been removed, the 
tips were apparently finished as they did not get larger 
on later editions and Harpur Hill Quarry was no longer 
producing stone, with the area where the tunnel ends 
already covered with backfill.  In recent decades the tips 
outside the tunnel entrance have been landscaped and 
are now no longer obvious.
In summary the tunnel can be dated to the early decades 
of the 20th century, with a possibility of slightly earlier 
origins.  Inserting the tunnel under an active railway line 
presumably would have caused short-term disruption in 
service and is an indicator of the perceived importance of 
the project.  The tunnel may well have been abandoned at 
around the time the quarry became disused, with its inner 
end purposefully buried as the last backfill was added.
Returning now to the tunnel’s purpose, one strong 
possibility is that that from prior to 1922 onwards the 
tunnel was being used to transport waste material out of 
the quarry onto the tips – in tubs on rails, probably using 
horse haulage, which we know was extensively used in 
the quarries at that time.  Indeed, such a use may have 
been the reason the tunnel was created.  A report of 1921 
states that  “The small pieces of stone which are a residue 
of the first breaking, together with the clay coming from 
the fissures and joints in the rock, are also loaded up and 
sent to the dirt tip. This waste is known as chatter and in 
the dry season is sent for fluxing purposes to some of the 

Iron Furnaces.”.  The tunnel would provide a convenient, 
near-horizontal, route out of the quarry for this ‘chatter’, 
which otherwise would have had to be hauled up the 
incline used to take ‘good’ stone to the crushers and lime 
kilns.
There are, however, some details which may contradict 
this suggestion.  The changes in gradient along the 
tunnel’s length, with a steeper central section, would be 
inconvenient when a tramway was in use.  However, 
this may have been unavoidable, the outer section 
needed to be gentle to keep the depth below the rail 
lines, thus there needed to be a central steeper section 
to meet the quarry base at its northern face, while the 
lesser gradient beyond here follows the quarry floor.  Of 
greater significance is the hole down to the tunnel from 
the siding, which is not explained in this scenario.  An 
alternative interpretation of why the tunnel was created 
is that in the first instance it was a general purpose 
routeway used for men and horses to gain the quarry 
floor, which avoided the steep slope above and allowed 
easy access from the Harpur Hill settlement below.  This 
is where many of the quarrymen lived, where horses 
were perhaps stabled, and where the local road network 
could be accessed.  If we are correct and chatter from 
Harpur Hill Quarry was taken though the tunnel, then 
it seems possible that this was a scheme of only limited 
success and duration, for the spoil heaps are too small 
for the size of the quarry, while there was room for 
them to have got larger.  At the time, the percentage of 
waste from quarry operations could approach 50%, and 
while some of the waste stone was sold as iron smelting 
flux (Frank Emerson pers comm.), the hillocks outside 
the tunnel entrance represent nothing like 50% of the 
quarries output over the time the tunnel was open.  
We suspect that there is a good deal more yet to be 
discovered, most probably in the archives of the Buxton 
Lime Firms Company Limited.
The writers would like to thank Mr. Frank Emerson and 
Tarmac Limited for permission to view photographs 
from the Buxton Lime Firms archive, and for access to 
the 1921 report.
Reference: Unpublished Report:  “Special Report 

submitted to the Board of the Buxton Lime 
Firms Company Limited, this 29th day of 
September 1921, by Thomas McArdle Ryan, 
Director & Manager”.

Present (at various times):  John Barnatt, Frank Emerson, 
Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw, Dean Smith, 
Steve Thompson and Terry Worthington.

Reported: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote & Steve Thompson
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 
High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)  or
John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, Derbys, 
SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
email:  john.barnatt@btinternet.com

mailto:john.barnatt@btinternet.com
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Letter to the Editor:
Dear Steve,
In the latest Mining History, Vol. 17 No. 3, Summer 
2009, article No. 2 on the Hassop Common Mines states 
on page 17 that:  “The (derelict land) grant of some 
£10,000 went towards sleepering a large number of 
shafts, widespread tree planting and the fencing off of 
all the open stopes and the adjacent processing areas and 
waste heaps”.
The capping of eleven mineshafts on Hassop Common 
was carried out over a weekend in June 1982 by 
members of the Territorial Army’s 575 Field Squadron, 

Royal Engineers, based at Chesterfield, on a County 
Council sponsored mineshaft capping scheme organised 
and supervised by myself.
This was part of a series of annual capping schemes 
funded by the County Council Shaft Capping Budget 
and not by the derelict land grant which could not be 
used, at that particular time, for mineshaft capping 
purposes
In addition, three shafts were filled by Laporte Industries 
and three shafts were fenced off by Hassop Estates.
Yours

Phil Wainwright, Elton

Mining History 17.3 – Corrections
Two people have kindly given corrections to the text of 
“Metal Mines Through Time” in Mining History 17.3.
John (Mole) Hine has corrected ‘Wigmore’, it should 
read Wigpool (page 100, 2nd column, 3rd paragraph).
Peter Greaves has noted that the spoil heap of toadstone 
near the top of Coalpit Rake was indeed imported, but 
brought from behind Ember Farm nearby when a silage 
bag stacking area was levelled into the slope, rather than 
our speculative suggestion that it was perhaps from Low 
Mine (page 26, Feature 4).
He also points out that the spelling of two surnames 
of 20th century mineral operators is wrong – these 
should be Horrox and Guilini (page 44, 2nd column, 6th 
paragraph).

John Barnatt

Training Coordinator’s Notes
I’ve been slightly overwhelmed by the number of people 
who have expressed an interest in the training sessions, 
but you’re still welcome to get in touch with ideas or to 
join one of the current sessions.
The ladder and line programme has got off to a good 
start with seven of the group having already completed 
their initial training at the Mining Museum, and I’m 
pleased to say that they’ve all shown a good level of 
competence so far.  
More sessions will be held over the coming months, and 
an underground trip is being planned for the trainees 
to try out their new skills.  See the next Newsletter or 
watch the PDMHS Website later in the year for details.

Martin Long, Email:  training@pdmhs.com
Training Coordinator

This work was subsequently reported in an article in the West Derbyshire Times Extra edition dated Friday July 2nd, 
1982.  The photograph above shows the men of the 575 Field Regiment, Royal Engineers who undertook the shaft 
capping exercise, with Councillor Albert Barnes, Chairman of Derbyshire County Council’s Public Protection Committee 
and, in front of the digger, members of County Council staff who were also involved in the operation.

mailto:training@pdmhs.com
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Book Review
Field Guide to Stiperstones Mines
This handy, pocket-sized (A5) sixty page guide, edited 
by Adrian Pearce, is a must if you intend visiting these 
once-thriving Shropshire lead mines.  The map on page 
4 gives the reader a useful guide to the mines’ locations, 
their relationships to each other and to the Stiperstones 
Inn and the Snailbeach visitor centre:
 (www.snailbeachmine.org.uk).
Twelve of the largest mines are described, giving the 
National Grid Reference of each, along with advice on 
any access restrictions the visitor may face.  There is 
also a potted history of each site, with photographs and 
notes about the surviving remains.
The guide is published on behalf of the Shropshire 
Mines Trust (www.shropshiremines.org.uk) which will 
receive all monies from sales.  At £6.00 including P&P it 
is excellent value.
Please make cheques payable to SMTL and send to Mike 
Moore, 53 Vineyard Drive, NEWPORT, TF10 7DF, Tel:  
01952 405105 or visit www.moorebooks.co.uk

Mike Gill

The Society Website continues to grow with information 
and with the number of people using it.  In the last three 
months the number of visits made by people using 
the website, whether to look at the meets list, research 
material or just simply look at what is on offer has risen 
considerably.  I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Mat & Niki Adlam Stiles for the hard work they 
put into the website and to its updating and maintenance.

Tony Wood

The PDMHS Bionic Club
We must welcome two more members to the select and 
distinguished band of the PDMHS Bionic Club.
Evelyn Dixon, the Society’s Hon. Treasurer, and Brian 
Woodall, a key member of the Peak District Mines 
Conservation Team and lime mortar pointing specialist, 
have both had successful knee replacement surgery in 
the last few months.
I’m sure everyone will wish them continuing good 
progress.  Brian has already visited the Conservation 
Team during their first working day at Watergrove 
Mine, and we look forward to seeing Evelyn at the next 
meeting of the PDMHS Council.

Steve Thompson

Book Review
Hard Graft:  Botallack Mine in the 
Twentieth Century
The Trevithick Society, March 2010.  240 pages, large 
format paperback, £16.99.  ISBN 978-0-904040-82-1
A new spring publication from the Trevithick Society, 
and the first of that body’s 75th Anniversary Year is 
Peter Joseph’s “Hard Graft”, which tells the story 
of the notably unsuccessful attempts to rework 
Botallack Mine between 1906 and 1914.

Peter has been working on 
the story of Botallack for some 
years and this study of the mine’s 
sad final years bears witness to the amount 
of research which he has undertaken.  Although 
virtually no tin was found and all the investments were 
lost, it is a period of great interest, and one which has 
hitherto received scant attention in accounts of the mine.
As well as covering the detail of the working at 
Botallack year by year, the book also gives an insight 
into the murky activities of the Cornish Consolidated 
Tin Mines Limited.  This company, which was involved 
in a number of mines at the time of the 1906 Cornish 
mining boom, notably South Crofty and Phoenix Mines, 
was organised on a basis, which can only be described 
in retrospect as “more than slightly suspect”.  Complex 
interlocking companies were constantly reorganised, 
passing money from one to another.  Amazingly, when 
the music stopped, none was left!
The Botallack site is one of the most visited in all 
Cornwall.  Yet many who come to see and photograph 
do not realise that much of what remains dates from the 
twentieth century reworking.  Peter’s book will enable 
the visitor to understand the industrial archaeology and 
make sense of this complex site.
Also part of the recent history of Botallack is the 
pioneering conservation work undertaken at The Crowns 
in the 1980s.  The inside story of this is now told in a 
section of the book contributed by Lawrence Holmes of 
Carn Brea Mining Society.

Graham Thorne
Publications Secretary, the Trevithick Society

Trevithick Society Publications are distributed by Tormark, 
United Downs Industrial Estate, St Day, REDRUTH.  TR16 5HY
Telephone:  01209 822101, Email:  office@tormark.co.uk

PDMHS
Website

www.snailbeachmine.org.uk
www.shropshiremines.org.uk
mailto:office@tormark.co.uk
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Alert to Members
PDMHS Museum Under Threat!

Since the Pav Night Club moved out of the Pavilion in 
Matlock Bath, the Derbyshire Dales District Council has 
been keen to get rid of the building, which is in need of 
costly refurbishment.  Unfortunately the Museum is in 
the same building.
A ‘Friends of the Pavilion Group’ has been set up which 
is trying to raise funds and acquire grants in order to 
preserve the iconic building and run it as a local amenity.  
This would involve having entertainments, shows, sports 
facilities and local societies using the building.  Some 
local ‘movers and shakers’ have got involved and are 
setting out good ideas and sound plans – but the future 
of the Pavilion is by no means certain.
The lease of the Museum runs out in 2015 – not very 
far away.  Whilst the Museum is still trading well in 
comparison to many other museums of similar size, 
this shadow is now hanging over it.  It is difficult to 
keep up enthusiasm and dedication when the future 
is so uncertain.  As an accredited Museum we cannot 
just close and dispose of any artefacts, books, etc. – all 
Museum contents would have to have homes found for 
them in other accredited Museums so there is no need to 
worry about our collections.
Robin Hall is representing our interests on the Pavilion 
Group.  There is not much we can do but await 
developments.  So make the most of the Museum and 
bring your families and friends while you still can!

Kay Harvey (Recorder)

Hero Robin Saves The Day!
Who needs Batman when we have Robin in charge?  
A Far Eastern sneak thief attacked the Museum bank 
account and withdrew various large amounts in different 
names, but before the transactions were even complete 
our astute real life hero, Project Manager Robin Hall, 
had spotted the wicked manoeuvre and put a stop to 
it.  The Fraud Investigation Branch of ‘Alliance & 
Leicester’ is now investigating.  The Peak District 
Mining Museum will not be out of pocket thanks to his 
very quick action.
Well done Robin!

Kay Harvey

Public Perception of Mining Heritage
The rapid closure of many collieries in the late 1980s 
resulted in the total loss of much significant mining 
heritage.  Coal mining communities appeared reluctant 
to retain any elements of an industry for which they 
had sometimes bitter memories.  Head-frames, pit-
head buildings and spoil heaps were swept away to be 
replaced by business parks or “landscaped” to become 
nondescript green mounds.  Where mining heritage 
interests managed to retain particular structures of 
regional or national importance they were left isolated 
and out of context.  Even retention did not mean long 
term protection and there have subsequently been calls 
to have some important structures removed.
The author would be interested hear contemporary 
accounts of the struggle to retain coal mining heritage in 
the late 1980s.  I would particularly like accounts of the 
reaction of the coal mining communities to the concept 
that the remains of the industry were of historical value.
Please contact me with any information:

Email:  P.F.Claughton@exeter.ac.uk
Phone:  01437 532578

Peter Claughton

New Members
Please welcome the following who have recently been 
elected as new members of the Society:-
David and Joan Ainley, WIRKSWORTH
Kenneth Bennett, BOLSOVER
Michael Biggin, BONSALL
Nick and Jane Coward, CRICH
Derbyshire Caving Club, MANCHESTER
Vartan Grigorian, MELTON MOWBRAY
Neil and Carol Jenkinson, SWADLINCOTE
Roger Larke, DOVERIDGE
Paul Mortimer and Family, MATLOCK
Richard and Catherine Tooley & Family, CAMBRIDGE

We hope they will find a great deal of pleasure and 
interest through their membership of the Society.

Wes Taylor

Holmes and Away
John Holmes of BBC Nottingham contributes a short 
televised account of various aspects of Derbyshire 

entitled “Holmes and Away” on 
BBC East Midlands Television 
News.
After research of the area, John 
visited Monyash, Sheldon and 
Magpie Mine, and his short, 
two minute, film was shown at 
lunchtime, and again at 6:30pm, 
on Tuesday the 20th of April.

Mike Luff

Photo: Steve Thompson

mailto:P.F.Claughton@exeter.ac.uk
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I was prompted to compile these notes 
after seeing the contribution by Dave 
Webb on his being awarded the ‘Harold 
Sarjeant Award for Mine Preservation’ 
(PDMHS Newsletter, 130: 9, April 2009).
I knew both Sarjeants.  Harold met me at 
Sheffield station when I went to give my 
first talk to the Society at a meeting on 
the 12th of February, 1965; I am grateful 
to Ivor Brown for confirmation of that 
date.  The meeting took place in the then 
Geology Department building of the 
University on Mappin Street.  At that time 
I was in my first year as a postgraduate 
at King’s College London.  I took with 
me a manuscript of my talk which I duly 
presented to an unsuspecting Trevor 
Ford, hoping that it would be accepted 

for the Society’s Bulletin.  This did not happen, however; on account of its geological content the manuscript was 
passed to the then fledgling East Midlands Geological Society and appeared in the Mercian Geologist in June 1965 
(Warrington, 1965).  Thus I came into contact with Bill, who was the first editor of that journal.  I knew Bill through 
the remainder of my student days, and my subsequent professional career in the British Geological Survey, until his 
death in 2002.  We both worked in the field of palynology (plant microfossils), and I shared a number of his many 
and varied interests. 
Bill published two obituaries of Harold, his father (Sarjeant, 1981a, 1981b).  Obituaries of Bill known to the writer 
are listed below.  These have appeared in sources that may, in many cases, be inaccessible to interested members.  I 
will, therefore, deposit copies of those from sources other than the PDMHS publications with the Society.  All cover 
the same general aspects of Bill’s life, but there is much variation in detail and attention to particular facets of that 
complex personality that members will find of interest and will expand knowledge of one who, with Harold, was ‘in 
at the beginning’ of the Society, was its first President (Ford, October 1975) and documented its origins (Sarjeant, 
1967).  Harold is pictured during the first Society Field Meet in June 1959, and Bill at the PDMHS 40th Anniversary.

Geoff Warrington

Bill Sarjeant - 1935-2002
Photo:  Harry M Parker

Harold Sarjeant - 1906-1980
Photo:  Axel Chatburn

The Sarjeants – Harold and Bill
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Hidden Earth 2010
Hidden Earth is Britain’s annual caving conference 
and exhibition, hosted by the British Cave Research 
Association and the British Caving Association for the 
benefit of all who take part in underground exploration.
Hidden Earth 2010 will take place from Friday the 24th 
to Sunday the 26th of September at Leek High School, 
in the market town of Leek in Staffordshire, on the edge 
of the Peak District National Park.
On-site events will include... 

• Expedition and science lectures 
• Regional UK caving round-ups 
• Meetings and workshops 
• Trade and club stands in the exhibition area 
• Photo and art displays 
• Competitions 
• Rope testing rig 
• Saturday evening dinner with guest speaker 
• On-site camping

The competitions at Hidden Earth will include a Caving 
Assault Course, SRT and Ladder Climbing events, a 
Closed Loop Surveying Competition.  On a rather less 
energetic note there will be Photographic and Video 
Competitions, in a number of different categories, 
including this year one for the best photograph with a 
mining or man-made underground theme, sponsored by 
Moore Books.  Finally, there is an art salon, organised 
for Hidden Earth by the International Society for 
Speleological Art.
More details, and online booking etc. is available at the 
Hidden Earth website:  www.hidden-earth.org.uk .

Paul Chandler

Members’ Ads.
For Sale: Contact Martin Long, martin.longx@virgin.net

Oldham caplamp and battery, good condition, 
little used. No charger. Open to offers, proceeds to 
Derbyshire Cave Rescue Organisation.

Items For Sale:  Please contact Paul Chandler - Tel:  
01246-220773, Email:  paulchandler3@btinternet.com

PDMHS Bulletins, Volume 6 Nos. 5 & 6, Volume 7 
No. 2 and Volume 8 No. 2.  All bulletins complete, 
but dog-eared, stained, well-thumbed, tired but ideal 
for field-work.  £1.00 each.
3 DVD set “The Branch Lines of Britain”.  
Excellent, as new, condition, almost 3 hours viewing 
featuring several colliery branch lines.  £6.00 ovno.
Free!  Plastic slide containers, good condition.  
Various uses; e.g. storing small mineral specimens.
Wetsuit trousers, Medium size, Reasonable 
condition (complete), £1.00 to clear!
Green PVC Industrial Oversuits, small and medium 
sizes, generously sized.  One piece with hood, minor 
faults, otherwise good condition.  These oversuits 
rip very easily, so use accordingly.  £5.00 each.

Contributing to the Newsletter
Contributions to the PDMHS Newsletter will always be 
gratefully received.  There are a number of ways you can 
send your masterpiece in:-
1: By Email
This is perhaps in many ways the most convenient way 
for those equipped to use it.  Preferably please send text 
as a Microsoft Word document.  Try to keep to a simple 
format, I would recommend Times New Roman in 16 
point for main headings, 14 point for sub-headings and 
12 point for the main body of the text.  Please try to give 
your work a meaningful title.
DO NOT embed photographs or diagrams in the text, 
send the images separately.  Ideally send photographs as 
300dpi  RGB JPEG or TIFF files, drawings and dia-
grams may be sent in any convenient bitmap or vector 
format.
2: By Post
If you wish to send your work by post it is best typed 
following the email guidelines - the text can then be 
scanned in directly using OCR.  However, I am perfectly 
happy to accept legible hand written articles too...
Good quality photographs and drawings are always wel-
come, or could be sent as digital images on a CD.
3: By Telephone
You could even phone me and dictate an item while I 
crayon it on the wall to be typed later.  However you 
choose your contribution will be most welcome.  My 
contact details for all three methods are below.

Steve Thompson

PDMHS Newsletter, October 2010
The deadline for the next edition of the Newsletter is 
Wednesday the 1st of September 2010.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee
Registered Charity No 504662

Registered Office:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR Tel: 01629 583834

Web Sites: Society: www.pdmhs.com
 Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided that 
acknowledgment is made of the source.

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society.

www.hidden-earth.org.uk
mailto:martin.longx@virgin.net
mailto: paulchandler3@btinternet.com
mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com
www.pdmhs.com
www.peakmines.co.uk

