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Newsletter No. 137  January 2011

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Membership Renewal 2010 - 2011
If there is a cross in the box below then you have not 
renewed your membership for the current year.  Please 
renew now.

The current membership rates are:
 Individual: £ 19.00
 Joint:  £ 21.00
 Family:  £ 23.00
 Institutional: £ 25.00

Subscriptions should be sent to:
Mr. W J Taylor, Membership Secretary, 18 Station Lane, 
Walton on Trent, SWADLINCOTE, DE12 8NA

Annual General Meeting
The Thirty Sixth Annual General Meeting of the 
Peak District Mines Historical Society Limited was 
held in the Pump Room of the Peak District Mining 
Museum, Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, 
Derbyshire, on Saturday the 27th of November 2010.
The Directors’ Report and the Accounts for the year 
ending the 31st of March 2010 were accepted.

Chairman’s Report
A very good afternoon and Welcome to the AGM of the 
Peak District Mines Historical Society.  It seems hard to 
believe that a year has passed since I became Chairman 
but here I stand in front of you to issue my report.
As with past years the continued dedication, expertise 
and hard graft by Society members has continued to 
push the Society forward and much has been done to 
encourage its growth.
Conservation:  John Barnatt has stepped down as 
Conservation Officer for the Society and has been 
replaced by Adam Russell.  May I say a big Thank 
You to John for all his hard work and input to the 
Conservation Team, and I wish Adam good luck for the 
future in his new post.   As for the projects the Society 
is undertaking, work at Silence Mine is all but complete, 
and a new project is now underway excavating the site 
of a Newcomen pumping engine house at Watergrove 
Mine, where, as John Barnatt commented, “we are 
finding things not even we understand”.
Mining Museum:  While some predicted a positive year 
in 2010 due to the fact that people would be taking their 
holidays in the UK and using local attractions this has 
not proved to be the case, or at least not in Matlock Bath.  

Our footfall at the door is down by 9.8% compared with 
the same period last year, (January - October) and was  
not helped by adverse weather last winter.  For the same 
period Shop Sales are down by 13% and school visits 
this year are just 57 compared with 66 last year.  One 
positive note is that admission income is up by 7.8% due 
to a 50p price rise on all tickets in January 2010.
At the year ended 31st March 2010 we did manage a 
£1,700 surplus despite very poor interest rates from the 
banks and high fuel charges, both these issues have been 
addressed with a new account paying 2.5% interest from 
Santander and a change in supplier for electricity.
Our main objective this year has been to look at our 
collection and the possibility of creating a searchable 
database for the Museum or indeed for any archival 
items which PDMHS owns.  With the aid of a £2000 
grant from Derby Museum we have been able to 
purchase the Modes Association’s digital archival 
database programme together with a camera, scanner 
and colour printer.  We have estimated that it will take 
approximately 15 months to carry out this work over the 
next three winters. This will involve paying someone 
to undertake the work and to facilitate this we have 
applied to the Esmee Fairbairn Foundation for a grant of 
£20,000.  We have been successful with the first round 
application and have been invited to submit a second 
round application which has now been completed and 
forwarded to them.  We will be informed in February 
2011 whether we have been successful.
The future of the Pavilion remains uncertain, and our 
lease expires in 2015.  A ‘Save the Pavilion Group’ 
has been formed by a group of local  people who are 
interested in seeing the Pavilion saved and returned to its 
former glory.  It will be used as a quality performing arts 
centre with facilities for small food fairs, indoor sports, 
antique fairs and so on.  A business and feasibility plan 
has been submitted by them to Derbyshire Dales District 
Council, this has been accepted by the council.  The 
new company will be run as a Charitable Trust and we 
shall have representation on their Board of Trustees.  
They now need to raise £2.25 million pounds to finance 
refurbishment of the building.  The Museum will feature 
as one of the dominant attractions on the site.
This year the Museum Team were invited to join the 
Peak Park Fun Day at Magpie Mine and also attend 
Sheldon Carnival Day.  We also hosted the Florence 
Nightingale exhibition during September and this last 
week an International Art Exhibition aimed at children 
with learning difficulties has been on display in the 
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Pump Room.  Next May the museum will host The East 
Midlands Industrial Archaeology Conference.  This one 
day conference will involve speakers from the Society 
followed by field visits to local mining heritage sites.
The Mines Inspectorate had expressed concern over 
the electrical installation at Temple Mine. We also did 
not have the required statutory Electrical Certificate. 
An Electrical Inspection Report was undertaken by 
Electrical Systems Ltd., of Matlock, and this revealed a 
number of problems which needed to be addressed.  The 
work has been carried out by John Wilmot who has also 
provided us with the necessary Electrical Certificates.
Magpie Mine:  has been awarded Natural England’s 
Higher Level Stewardship status.  The purpose of the 
scheme is to help the public learn about environmental 
conservation and the flora, fauna, archaeology, and 
geology.  The Magpie Team have negotiated a visits 
strategy whereby the Society receives £100 per visit 
for organized groups of more then six people having a 
guided tour of the Magpie site lasting over two hours.
Crich:  Mick and Lillian continue to push forward with 
the display at the Crich Tramway Village, which requires 
a lot of hard work and dedication every Sunday when 
the Tramway Museum is open. They are supported by a 
team of helpers who turn up to lend a hand with lifting, 
painting, general maintenance etc.   A big thank you to 
Mick and his team at the Wakebridge display and I wish 
it every success for the coming year.
Bulletin:  This continues to produce splendid articles 
concerning mines near and far, and I would like to thank 
Richard Shaw the Editor, his team of proof readers and 
all the contributors who help to make this one of the 
most informative publications within the mining world.
Newsletter:  The Newsletter continues to keep people 
up to date with what is happening in the Society and 
with news of recent discoveries.  My thanks go to Steve 
Thompson as Newsletter Editor and all the contributors 
who write the articles that make the Newsletter possible.
Website:  The website is continually updated with 
various items and also with the meets dates, a big thank 
you to Niki Adlam-Stiles for all her work.
Meets:  Another busy year of meets, with film and slide 
shows at the beginning and end of the year.  In between 
came the Summer Walks program, again concentrating 
mainly on mining history, but also local history, around 
Matlock in particular.   Thanks to all the people who 
came on the walks, those who led them, the presenters of 
the film evenings, and Robin and Maxine for opening up 
the Museum for film shows and supplying refreshments.
Training:  Thanks to Martin Long for undertaking the 
role of Training Officer. Martin will be introducing 
members to ladder and lifeline techniques as well as 
SRT.  Training meets are mainly held in the comfort 
of the Mining Museum, but recently Martin has been 
testing people’s new found skills on underground trips.
Heritage Day:  I was pessimistic about how the day 
would turn out, but at twelve o’clock the gates opened 

and people started to appear.  By 5.00pm we had taken 
85 people around the Magpie Mine site!  Thanks to 
everyone who helped make the day possible, with car 
parking, guiding, the souvenir stall and of course George 
and Eve and their two helpers for the refreshments, also 
to Arthur Wilson for using his laptop to give people an 
view of what it was like to explore Magpie Sough.
Barmote Event:  Once again a great success, the 
morning started at 11.00 am with a brief introduction by 
myself and Jim Rieuwerts.  This was followed by a film 
by Dave Webb entitled “The Underground Journey”, 
then the presentation of clay pipes to the new members, 
after which Dr Lynn Willies gave a very informative 
talk on the Coombe Down Stone Mines.  Talks over, 
guests indulged in an excellent Miners’ Buffet. The 
event ended at 3.00pm.  May I thank Jim Rieuwerts for 
his introduction, Alan Mutter for acting as link man and 
writing the clay pipes, Dave Webb and Lynn Willies 
for their talks, Robin and his team for the buffet and to 
Maxine for closing the Museum for the event to occur.
To conclude, the Society is still very active and my 
thanks go to everyone who helps make this possible.  
After the AGM I hope you will all enjoy the meal, which 
this year is something new, being held in the Museum.  
Sadly I will not be able to attend  myself.  I would like to 
thank Robin and Keith for making all this possible.  May 
I take this opportunity to wish you and your families a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Thank 
You very much.

Tony Wood

Election of Directors
The elected Directors of the Society for 2010/11 are:-
Chairman Mr. A. Wood
Deputy Chairman Mr. K. Gregory
Hon. Secretary Mr. D. Weston
Hon. Treasurer Mr. D. Gough
Hon. Recorder Mrs. K. Harvey
Hon. Editor Mr. R. Shaw
Ordinary Members Mr. J. Barnatt  Mr. I. Bunting
 Mr. M. Long Mr. A. Mutter
 Mrs. P. Pick Mr. A. Russell

The AGM, and Much, Much More...
Before the AGM members enjoyed three illustrated 
talks.  Peter Harrison told us about the history, mining 
and working of Blue John Stone, John Wilmot described 
underground searches for a murder weapon, and Paul 
Deakin showed photographs of  some most interesting 
historic mining sites in Germany.  We then watched Ian 
Barratt’s film of a spectacular blast in Eldon Hill Quarry.
After the AGM about sixty members and guests enjoyed 
a very well presented Miner’s Buffet - with a fine 
selection of food and some much appreciated desserts.  
Finally to round off the evening David Webb showed his 
film “Fight for Life”, the story of the sadly unsuccessful 
attempts to rescue Neil Moss from Peak Cavern in 1959.

Steve Thompson
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Dunsley Springs Level Clean-Up
An enthusiastic group of local 
cavers and mine explorers, 
including members of PDMHS, 
the Wirksworth Mines Research 
Group and the Orpheus Caving 
Club, recently undertook a 
clean-up of Dunsley Springs 
Level in the Via Gellia near 
Matlock.  The entrance to this 
small but interesting mine had 
at some time in the past been 
filled with domestic refuse 
which had been there for many 
years.  The clean-up operation 
was carried out during the 
course of a couple of evenings 
and it proved to be quite an 
interesting undertaking to 
transport bags of rubbish down 
the extremely steep and wooded 
hillside in the dark!  However, 

this was safely achieved and a substantial quantity of rubbish was disposed of on both occasions.  All in all a great team 
effort by the following people:  Arthur Wilson, Martin Long, John Wood, Scott Humphries, Lindy Hand, Adam Russell 
and Mat and Niki Adlam-Stiles.
Special Thanks to Arthur Wilson for generously making available his trailer to dispose of all the rubbish.

Niki Adlam-Stiles 

Letter to the Editor
Dear Steve,
Further to Martin Long’s note on Spinney Level in PDMHS Newsletter 136, page 12, you might like to include the 
enclosed cartoon in the next issue.  Somewhere about 1968-1970 I took a small party of students from Leicester 
University into Spinney Level.  One was the cartoonist Rudy Obial, a Philippino barely 5 feet tall.  He is the one under 
the hat in the middle of his drawing.  While the others were poking round up the branch levels at the end I sat down at 
the junction and saw what appeared to be lettering on the opposite wall, much obscured by thick mud.  I cleaned it off 
and found the “Anglo-Saxon” inscription **** ****** **** which gave the level its unofficial name.  It makes 
you wonder what miner had the time to chisel it into the wall.  Ah, happy days!
Yours sincerely,
Trevor Ford

Dunsley Springs Level before the clean-up and after...      Photos:  Martin Long
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 36
Salters Sitch Colliery, Bucka Hill near 
Owler Bar, Holmesfield, Derbyshire,
Centred SK 288 778
On and near the bleak moorland of Bucka Hill, the 
part of Big Moor south-west of Owler Bar, there are 
extensive remains of historic coal mining activity, only 
obvious when wandering around and virtually invisible 
from the main roads nearby.  These workings are 
associated with the Soft Bed Seam (also known as the 
Coking Coal), thought to be between 1 foot and 2 feet 
thick locally but with associated ganister and fireclay 
that could have also been worked (Eden et al. 1957, p. 
39).  The remains were plotted during two site visits, in 
February and March 2010, using Google Earth satellite 
imagery with superimposed sketch plotting of features in 
the field.
There are 121-128 shafts in an east/west band, to the 
south (right) of the coal outcrop (A on Figure), which 
extends for nearly 1km.  Most of the remains comprise 
hollows at the sites of collapsed shafts, with associated 
upcast heaps from shaft sinking; there are no gin 
circles or access causeways.  Some hollows have no 
recognisable upcast but this is likely to exist, spread 
thinly and/or now masked by the often peaty ground.  
However, a handful of these hollows may be better 
interpreted as crown holes.  A pit, at the west end of the 
group, beyond definite coal mining features, may be a 
small quarry rather than a shaft.
To the sides of the small Salters Sitch stream there are 
close-spaced pits (B) which are likely to indicate the 
earliest mining at site, associated with shallow working 
probably close to where the coal was first found, 
presumably in the stream bed or its banks.  To the north 
of the stream the coal is faulted out after a short distance.  
While the coal dips gently underground southwards, 
it may come relatively close to surface again because 
of a fall in the land, for at (C) there are also close 
spaced-shafts, perhaps reflecting more than one phase 
of activity.  Another possible explanation is that these 
shafts lie on a local occurrence of the Middle Band Seam 
(also called the Clay Coal) unrecognised here by the 
British Geological Survey, which is known to lie a short 
distance above the Soft Bed in the geological sequence.  
This was a poor seam, well under one foot thick, but 
also had associated ganister.  Between here and the Soft 
Bed outcrop, the lower coal seam appears to have been 
worked systematically, with regularly-spaced shallow 
shafts (D).  Along much of the Soft Bed outcrop the coal 
was not worked quite to here, thus minimising problems 
with water entering the workings from the marshy 
ground here and avoiding ‘green’ (rotted) coal close to 
surface.  Eventually the seam was followed over flatter 
wet ground (E) before working ceased, presumably 
because of increasing problems with flooding as the 
water table rose to near surface. To the east, the land 

rises to the low ridge of Bucka Hill and here the shafts 
were deeper (F) and are probably an extension downdip 
of the workings at (D).  This may well have been made 
possible by driving a short drainage sough from the 
ground further east which shelves away steeply, to lower 
the water table at the seam.  Support for this idea is 
given by two shafts (G) heading in this direction, which 
are difficult to interpret in any other way; this postulated 
sough would have had a tail in the farmland east of the 
main road; nothing is visible from the road but a close 
inspection was not attempted. 
The colliery is listed by Farey in 1811 who noted it was 
worked ‘formerly’ and produced crowstone (ganister) 
as well as coal.  Nothing is shown on available 19th 
century maps from 1840 onwards and thus it may well 
be that it was never reopened (at least in any extensive 
way) after Farey’s day; in 1811 it cannot have been 
closed for more than a decade or so for Farey to know 
what was produced.  When coal was first worked is 
not known, there are no visible routeways to the main 
road to the east built in 1803 or that to the north built in 
1781, which may suggest most of the working is earlier.  
However, in contrast, some shaft hillocks overlay the 
pre-1781 hollow way system that runs through the 
workings; but this does not mean that the mining post-
dates the hollow-ways as a whole, just that specific 
braids were abandoned.  Indeed, that the routeway 
runs through the heart of the workings may have been 
influenced by the presence of coal being worked there.

References:–
Eden, R. A., Stevenson, I. P. and Edwards W.  1957  
Geology of the Country around Sheffield. Memoirs of 
the Geological Survey – sheet 100.  HMSO. 
Farey, J. 1811 General View of the Agriculture and 
Minerals of Derbyshire Vol. 1, page 208.

                      Present – John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, 
Phil Shaw and Dave Williams.

Reported: John Barnatt

Mining between Owler Bar and Totley, 
Derbyshire and South Yorkshire, centred 
SK 293 791
Below Brown Edge, on the eastern, lower and often 
bracken covered moorland slopes north of Thickwood 
Lodge (formerly Brown Edge Lodge), and south of 
the old Totley shooting range, there are remains from 
old coal, fireclay and ganister mining. These lie along 
the course of three close spaced coal seams, the Soft 
Bed Seam (Coking Coal) at the bottom, with fireclay 
below, up to about 2 feet thick locally; the Middle Band 
Seam (Clay Coal), a very thin coal but with associated 
ganister; and at the top the Ganister Coal Seam (Hard 
Bed), locally about 18-20 inches thick, but unlike other 
places in South Yorkshire and North-East Derbyshire 
with no associated ganister or fireclay, in parts at least 
(Eden et al. 1957).  In the area where old shafts and 
opencast pits occur these three seams all outcrop in a 
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narrow band running north/south.  Because of the close 
proximity of the seams, and the relative imprecision 
of the geological mapping, it is sometimes uncertain 
which seam was being worked from specific features at 
surface, and what the main product sought was (although 
it seems the Soft Bed coal/fireclay may not have been 
exploited as only one isolated shaft is far enough west 
to intersect this seam near surface).  Above these seams 
in the geological sequence there was a fourth coal, the 
Forty Yards Seam (Hard Bed Band Coal), locally only 
9 inches thick but overlying a thin ganister and more 
importantly a thick fireclay, outcropping in a small area 
further east that now lies under the brick works and its 
waste tip to the north.  The archaeological remains on 
the moorland were plotted over three site visits between 
March and May 2010 using Google Earth satellite 
imagery with superimposed sketch plotting of features.
There are 149-160 shafts and further opencast pits in 
the north/south band, which extends for just over 1km.  
Most of the remains comprise hollows at the sites of 
collapsed shafts with associated upcast heaps from shaft 
sinking; there are no gin circles or access causeways.  
Some hollows have no recognisable upcast, in some 
cases this is likely to exist but spread thinly, while others 
may be crown holes.  
At a point intersected by the north/south track there is 
a shallow quarry with, on the downdip side, a complex 
series of intersecting pits and piles of upcast (A).  This 
is very distinctive of workings starting at surface and 
then followed downdip until the bedded deposit became 
too deep and needed to be mined underground.  If 
the geological mapping is accurate then this series of 
workings is at the outcrop of the Middle Band Seam and 
the ganister immediately underneath.  This area may 
well be where working started after discovery of the 
resource at surface here. In contrast, to the north there 
are intermittent small quarry pits (B) but no indication 
that workings went underground from here rather than 
being an independent operation which avoided breaking 
out to surface.  Similarly, to the south there is a ganister 
quarry at the outcrop (C), but here underground mining 
is thought to be later (see G/H below). 

On the downdip side of the Middle Band Seam outcrop 
there is a multitude of shafts (D), the small upcast 
heaps indicating they were shallow.  Unlike many coal/
ganister/fireclay mining ventures in the Peak District, 
the topography worked well for the miner in area D, for 
as the seam dipped the land also fell away at a similar 
angle, meaning shafts didn’t need to get progressively 
deeper as you went away from the outcrop.  These shafts 
are not shown on any 19th century maps nor mentioned 
by Farey, suggesting the mining is earlier, but how much 
earlier is not known. The 1848 tithe map names the area 
‘Green Pit Holes’, which presumably is a reference to 
pre-existing workings.  What was being mined is unclear 
– that the seam is described in geological memoir as 
very thin suggests it was the ganister that was sought, 
but the possibility of a localised thickening of the coal 

should not be dismissed.  The shafts are atypically close 
together, which may reflect the shallowness of the target, 
with frequent shallow shaft sinking being preferable as 
it minimised underground haulage.  Towards the eastern 
side of the band of shafts is the position of the outcrop 
of the Ganister Coal Seam, at one point here (E) there is 
a slight increase in density of shafts, which may indicate 
that this was also mined. 
To the north-east the mining continued (F), but here the 
shafts are more widely spaced with somewhat bigger 
hillocks, indicating increased depth.  One area has had 
brick kiln waste dumped and it is unclear if this buries 
mine-related features.  North of area E the shooting 
range ground has been landscaped; we do not know 
whether or not there were once further mining remains 
here.
Returning southwards, just within the brickworks 
enclosure there is the site of a shaft (G) which is 
marked as “Disused” on the 1957 Ordnance Survey 
25 inch to a mile map but does not feature on the 1899 
edition, suggesting it is to be associated with 20th 
century underground extraction; this is supported by its 
character, for unlike any other shaft here, it has visible 
brick lining above purposeful backfill and has all the 
appearance of an air shaft.  The geological memoir 
notes that the Soft Bed ganister was ‘extensively mined 
in recent years between Totley and Mooredge Farm’ 
which, as this is the only location where the coal seam is 
shown on the geological map, suggests it was extracted 
underground via an adit from the new brickworks 
(presumably the Mooredge Silica Brickworks, which 
is noted elsewhere in the geological memoir but with 
no exact location stated).  Extraction was presumably 
concentrated south of shaft G, as to the north in area 
D it had been extracted previously.  A potentially 
related feature is a linear cutting (H), which has all 
the appearance of the entrance to a run-in level to the 
ganister bed horizon, with a spoil heap to one side.  This 
may have been an upper airway for ventilation.  Two 
other shafts are less certainly interpreted, one to the 
north (I) is the only moorland shaft shown on the 1880 
Ordnance Survey 25 inch to a mile map, when it was 
already disused, suggesting earlier mining but at a date 
after the main series of workings nearby to the north at 
D.  The shaft mound (J) is of unknown date but again 
may be relatively early.
South of the brick works, and more importantly south 
of the double bank with a ditch between that marks 
the boundary between Totley township to the north 
and Holmesfield township to the south, there is a 
relatively flat area of moorland with 17 shaft mounds 
(K) which were probably worked independently to those 
to the north at A-F.  The southern shafts appear from 
the geological survey mapping to be associated with 
working the Ganister Coal Seam.  Nothing appears on 
Ordnance Survey maps from 1840 onwards suggesting 
the mining was earlier.  Farey in 1811 notes that 
crowstone (ganister) was being worked at ‘Ouler Bar’; 
no other workings are known (to JB) that would fit with 
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this entry, hence it may be that the location suggested 
here is where both coal and stone were worked, and 
that in turn the ganister associated with this seam was 
present locally.  That the site does not appear in Farey’s 
list of collieries may mean that the coal was a secondary 
product, or that working of this had ceased long before 
the ganister.  
Further west there are 2-4 isolated shaft mounds (L), 
which may be trials looking for the Middle Band coal/
ganister, or alternatively air shafts to the underground 
20th century workings noted above under shaft G.  
Further south-west there is an isolated shaft mound (M), 
perhaps sunk as a trial looking for the Soft Bed coal. 
Turning now to the brickworks ground, the 1880 
Ordnance Survey map shows an irregular series of 
opencast pits (N) to the west of the new brickworks 
which may now have been filled (not shown on the 
1957 Ordnance Survey map and not visible on Google 
Earth but un-inspected on the ground).  These were 
presumably shallow pits at the outcrop of the ganister/
fireclay associated with the Forty Yards Seam.  Further 
west, a quarry (O) is shown as active on the 1899 map, 
but had been backfilled by 1957.  It is unclear whether 
this was a stone quarry or associated with ganister 
extraction, perhaps at the Ganister Seam. However, 
at this date ganister/fireclay working may not have 
been active, for the old ‘Totley Firebrick Works’ (P) is 
shown as ‘disused’ with most of the buildings shown 
on the 1880 map having been removed.  Similarly, 
further opencast pits to the north (Q) and south (R) 
were already abandoned.  The fireclay deposit had been 
followed underground to the east of its outcrop, as four 
shafts (centred at S) are shown on the 1880 map, while 
the deep opencast pit at R had not yet been created in 
1880 but must have been dug shortly afterwards.  The 
original brickworks was of some age when it closed.  It 
can presumably to be ascribed to the mention of fireclay 
works at ‘Totley’ by Farey in 1811. A brick kiln is shown 
at (P) on Sanderson’s map of 1835, the Ordnance Survey 
map of 1840 and the tithe map of 1848. 
The new brickworks (T) was created in the 20th century, 
partially built in the base of the late 19th century clay 
pit, and must have concentrated on underground work 
as no surface features except the large spoil heap to the 
north (U) are attributable to this phase; some or all of the 
extraction is to be associated with that described under 
feature G.
Two other minor features remain to be noted.  By the 
road there was a quarry (V), active in 1880 and 1899 
but disused by the mid 20th century and now partially 
backfilled.  This appears to have been for sandstone.  
A carefully built track across the moor (W) was 
created sometime between 1880 and 1898 and was for 
management of the Duke of Rutland’s estate rather than 
for access to workings.
If anyone knows anything about the 20th century or 
earlier history of these workings, please could they let 
the author know, or better still write a short note for the 
newsletter.

References:–
Eden, R. A., Stevenson, I. P. and Edwards W.  1957  
Geology of the Country around Sheffield. Memoirs of 
the Geological Survey – sheet 100.  HMSO. 
Farey, J. 1811 General View of the Agriculture and 
Minerals of Derbyshire Vol. 1, page 208.

                      Present – John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, 
Phil Shaw, and Dave Williams.

Reported: John Barnatt

Lead Veins on Hammerton Hill, Millers 
Dale, Derbyshire, centred SK 156 734
This limestone hill, which lies to the immediate east of 
the junction between Millers Dale and Tideswell Dale, is 
crossed from SW to NE by two mineral veins.  The more 
northerly vein is the better known and is a continuation 
of Maury Vein.  At SK 1548 7329, on the lower slopes 
of the hill, the vein has hillocks and hollows alongside 
a ruinous field wall.  At the uphill (northeast) end of the 
vein hillocks there is a particularly large hillock with a 
large shallow depression possibly marking the location 
of a large diameter shaft.  Uphill from this point the vein 
terminates on its contact with the Upper Millers Dale 
Lava, which crosses the hill from north to south.  Above 
the lava the vein continues again for a short distance as 
hillocks and hollows into the fields above.
The more southerly vein, for which we currently do 
not have an original name, is only seen on the hillside 
above the Upper Lava.  Again it is marked by hillocks 
and hollows and at one point (SK 1574 7332) are the 
ruinous remains of a coe built into the side of what may 
be a very-small limestone quarry.  There is no surface 
evidence for vein workings on the steep hillside below 
the lava.

Present: Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw
Reported: Chris Heathcote

The Chelmorton Low “Enclosure” Revisited, 
Chelmorton, Derbyshire, SK 115 706
This site, high on Chelmorton Low, was initially 
reported in Observations and Discoveries Part 30 
(Newsletter 131 July 2009).  It consists of an area of 
small pits to the south of vein hillocks, and is bounded 
on two sides by low banks.  At the time the author 
and John Barnatt thought the banks could be a later 
prehistoric enclosure, while the pitting was probably 
mining-related; the short note produced about the site 
described them as such.
Members of the PDMHS Conservation Team felt this 
site merited further investigation, in particular to try to 
work out the relationship between the bank and the pits, 
and to see if any conclusions could be drawn about their 
relative ages.  To this end, Steve Thompson asked the 
landowner, Mr. Les Allen, if we could carry out a small 
trial excavation.  Mr. Allen agreed to this, provided we 
took precautions to avoid livestock being poisoned by 
any lead disturbed during the dig, but he also said he 
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remembered tipping soil up there about twenty years 
ago.  At this point, this did not unduly concern us as the 
banks were clearly visible on an aerial photograph taken 
in the early 1970s.
The team decided to carry out the digging over the 18th 
and 19th of August, and Steve relayed these dates to 
Mr. Allen, who reiterated his earlier comment about the 
soil tipping.  This time he added that it had been tipped 
in lines alongside an area of disturbed ground, with the 
intention of levelling it, but he’d never got round to it.  
All of a sudden, our supposed prehistoric banks were 
starting to look a great deal younger, but as they say 
on Time Team, “there’s only one way to find out, and 
that’s to dig it!”  Even if they proved to be recent then 
investigation of what was clearly atypical mining would 
be worthwhile.
August 18th was bright and clear, although a little 
windy, and we headed up from the village onto the hill, 
laid out a 3m x 1m trial trench covering one side of 
the bank and part of one of the pits, and removed the 
turf.  Straight away it began to look as though the bank 
overlaid the pitting and, on digging further into the bank, 
we found that it was formed from a uniform orange-
brown soil that had obviously been laid down in one 
go.  It was on top of a dark layer of rotted turf that was 
the continuation of the turf on the pit and so was clearly 
much later than the pit.  Shortly afterwards Mr. Allen 
called by, and confirmed our conclusion that the bank 
was indeed what he’d tipped.
With the bank proven as modern, we turned our attention 
to the pit.  This was relatively shallow, and probably was 
originally not much more than 0.5m deep.  It cut through 
a layer of dark brown soil containing water-worn lumps 
of limestone and into a layer 10-20cm thick of broken 
lumps of barytes veinstuff with occasional lumps of 
sticky yellow clay.  A mixed deposit derived from these 
same layers during the original pit digging had been 
thrown back into the lower part of the pit.  Below this 
layer was a further layer of compacted soil that was 
thought to be wholly natural, in which the cut of the pit 
finished.  A 0.5m x 1m trial dig on the upcast from the 
pit showed that immediately under the turf was a layer 
of barytes fragments, apparently further broken down.  
No galena at all was noted during the excavation, nor on 
the samples of barytes removed from the site for further 
examination.
It appears that the many pits in the area defined by the 
modern banks were dug to access the layer of barytes, 
but it is not presently clear whether:

• the area of pitting was formed by hopeful 
trialing (the layer presumably being discovered 
when digging on the vein to the north) which 
never produced anything of worth;

• the pits were being dug to obtain the yellow 
clay, perhaps for lining dew-ponds;

• or whether the barytic layer contained galena 
nearer the centre of the pitted area but this tailed 
off towards the edges of the pitted area.  

More puzzlingly, how did this layer form? The soil 
immediately above it was thought by the digging team 
to have been laid down by glacial or periglacial action, 
but if the barytic layer had been formed by some such 
natural process rather than human action, what exactly 
was it?  Some form of natural “buddling” action by 
water selecting out the heavier minerals would seem 
to be an obvious answer but there is little sign of water 
wear on the barytes, in distinct contrast to the limestone 
fragments in the soil layer above (such wear is normal 
in the contact zone between soils and bedrock on the 
limestone plateau, so the question is why is the barytes 
beneath not equally weathered).  Alternatively, if the 
layer is man-made, which seem unlikely as it was 
covered by what looks like a naturally-formed soil 
layer, why did miners choose to deposit all their barren 
veinstuff in a single place rather than casting it to either 
side of the vein as was usual? 
So, although we have answered one question with our 
dig, we seem to have raised several more.  Someone in 
the past thought it worth digging a large number of holes 
to reach the barytic layer but we cannot definitively say 
whether this was prospection or whether extraction of 
something worthwhile has taken place.  Likewise, we 
cannot currently explain with any confidence how this 
layer of veinstuff came to be where it is, or how long ago 
it was deposited.  Suggestions from Society members 
with a geological background would be welcome! 
Especial thanks to Mr. Les Allen for allowing us to dig 
holes in his field.
Reference:–
Aerial Photograph:  Ordnance Survey 70-424-281 (1970)

Digging team – Adam Russell, John Barnatt,
Steve Thompson, and Dave Williams

Reported: Adam Russell

Maury Sough (Again), Millers Dale, 
Taddington. SK 1508 7308.
Following on from Jim Rieuwerts’ comments 
(Newsletter 135, July 2010) and John Barnatt’s report 
in Observations and Discoveries Part 35 (Newsletter 
136 Oct. 2010), in order to resolve a number of 
questions a further visit to the mine was made.  Rough 
measurements of length were made using a laser 
measurer for most of the level and a tape measure for the 
final section, which gave a total length of approximately 
600m.  Transferring this to the 1864 plan (Bag. C. 212) 
suggests that the forefield is only about 10m short of 
the Maury Mine engine shaft, if it did ever extend to 
this depth.  The level is partly filled for its final 2m and 
there is a small void just above this fill on the left-hand 
side out of which a trickle of water issues, but this is too 
small to try and enter.
Photographs were also taken of the item of unknown 
interpretation near the forefield.  As mentioned in the 
previous report it appears to have originally consisted 
of two metal pieces, a handle and a strip with a hinged 
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bar attached, which were all fixed by large rivets onto 
three stout timber cross-pieces about two inches square.  
From the remaining fragments it appears these timbers 
had boards fixed across them.  It does not appear to have 
been a tub, but instead may have been a trapdoor or 
tipping device.  It was quite heavily-built for a trapdoor, 
although if it covered a winze in a wagon gate this 
would make sense.  Alternatively, if it was for tipping 
one might have expected it to have rails on and some 
means of holding a wagon in place whilst it was being 
tipped but neither were apparent. 
Further work has also been done on the rails.  The author 
removed a small sample of metal from one of the bar 
rails for metallographic analysis, as he had previously 
thought that it might be mild steel, which would mean 
it had been produced after about 1860.  It proved to be 
wrought iron, and so could not be conclusively dated 
by its material, but the relatively small number of large 
slag inclusions seen in the polished sample suggest it 
was of good quality.  This was reinforced by the rails 
underground not showing the characteristic “wood-
grain” corrosion pattern of wrought iron, which the iron 
facing strips from the timber rails showed.
Discussions of the rails in previous newsletters have 
considered a number of scenarios, that the wooden 
rails were earlier than the iron rails and possibly dated 
to the driving of the sough while the bar rail was a 
later addition or replacement, or that the two were 
contemporary and predated the raising of the river level.  
John Barnatt raised the possibility of the bar rail and 
chairs being second-hand and, if this is the case, one 
nearby mine which could be the source is Field Grove 
mine at Sheldon.  Recent exploration has shown that 
most rails and shoes have been removed from the wagon 
gate there, but a few remain in the mine and these shoes 
are the same asymmetric type used in Maury, likewise 
the remaining rail is of a similar cross-section.  The 
Field Grove materials were purchased new in 1843 (Bag. 
C. 418); an inventory made in May 1858 contained in 
the rough reckoning (Bag. C. 587/23) lists two wagons 
amongst the mine equipment suggesting the rails were 
still in the mine at that point, while in the reckonings 
up to this date there is no mention of them being sold.  
Jim Rieuwerts (pers. comm.) has recently found a 
reference in the Barmaster’s papers at Chatsworth which 
mentions dismantling of the horse gin at Field Grove, 
apparently for removal to Black Hole mine, during 1861 
and it would seem likely that removal of the rails from 
Field Grove was done before the gin was taken down, 
otherwise the rail would have had to be hand-lifted some 
370 feet to the surface.
Maury Mine in 1860 was owned by a local miner, John 
Walton (Rieuwerts 2001) and, as mentioned by Jim 
Rieuwerts in Newsletter 135, by this date the lower 
part of the sough was normally flooded to a depth of 
3ft after the dam at Litton Mill was raised (Bag. C. 
3523).  So, if Walton was concentrating his efforts in 
the upper part of the sough, he may well have taken the 
opportunity to replace the old rails there using second-

hand materials bought cheaply when another local mine 
was wound down.  A plan drawn up in 1864 as part of 
Walton’s dispute with the Midland Railway Company 
(Bag. C. 212) suggests that there was a shaft and a 
level adjacent to the railway line that have now been 
filled in.  The ‘raise’ referred to in Observations and 
Discoveries Parts 32 and 35 may have connected the 
sough with this level as a means of removing ore, but 
the main areas of stoped-out vein are located inbye from 
this whilst the rails run outwards.  So, if Walton did put 
these rails in using materials obtained from Field Grove, 
the reason for doing so into apparently less productive 
ground remains obscure, unless the unfulfilled intention 
was to try the vein on the outbye side of the raise.  
Alternatively, the rails may date to after 1868 when 
Wass & Co. took over the mine, but their main point of 
access was a new level above the railway line and, so 
far, no link to these higher workings from the sough has 
been identified.
References:
Rieuwerts, J,  2001  The Lead Mines within the Liberties 
of Taddington, Blackwell and Chelmorton and part of 
Flagg.  Unpublished report, PDNPA Cultural Heritage 
Team archive
Sheffield Archives:  Bagshaw Collection:  Bag. C. 212, 
Bag. C. 418, Bag. C. 587/23 and Bag. C. 3523.

Present: Adam Russell & Steve Thompson
Reported: Adam Russell

If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 
High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 
Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
email:  john.barnatt@btinternet.com

Annual Awards Presentation
The Peak Mines Award for the Best Article on a local 
topic published during the year in Mining History goes 
to Rebecca Penny for her paper “An Introduction to the 
Ecology of Lead Mining Remains in the Peak District” 
in the Society’s 50th Anniversary issue of Mining 
History (17:4).  This excellent paper, on a topic rarely 
covered in Mining History, clearly merits recognition.  
Non-mining related factors such as biodiversity may 
well ensure that mining remains are preserved for future 
generations to appreciate.
The Harold Sargeant Award for Conservation goes to 
the Silence Heritage Site group, comprising people 
living around Great Hucklow, Grindlow and Foolow, for 
their initiative to conserve and interpret what remains at 
Silence Mine.  The Silence Heritage Site group are part 
of a wider initiative by people around Great Hucklow to 
promote the local historic lead mines, which includes the 
excellent “Lead in the Veins” book, a guided walk leaflet 
and interpretation panels around the village.

Steve Thompson

mailto:john.barnatt@btinternet.com
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Technical Paper Review:
“Derbyshire Pipe Veins – deep-seated 
speleogenesis.” by Trevor D. Ford.
Cave and Karst Science, (2010), Transactions British 
Cave Research Association, Vol.37, No.1. pp9-22.
This is a pretty good time for Derbyshire lead mining 
enthusiasts.  Over a hundred Bulletins issued, with 
John Barnatt and others rattling out archaeological and 
historical reports, Jim Rieuwerts with his tour de force 
on mine drainage now three quarters complete, Trevor 
with his comprehensive series of geological reviews in 
the Bulletin close to finalisation and now some overspill 
into this BCRA publication.
Pipes are one of the major mysteries and I am sure that 
there is much more to come yet, but in this systematic 
examination, Trevor has pushed the knowledge 
boundary a substantial bit further.  He defines and 
refines the different environments within which (Peak 
District) pipes seem to form.  In this mid Carboniferous 
(late Visean to beginning of the Namurian) karstic 
development seems to have a major, even the most, 
important place.  Much of this cave formation, for 
instance in circumstances as found at Millclose, was 
well below the shales and several lavas, and  must have 
been phreatic, with little evidence of vadose activity. 
If this is so (or commonly but not entirely so), then the 
influences on pipe formation such as location under the 
shales, under and above lavas and wayboards, bedding 
planes and shale partings, along boulder beds, facies 
changes and dolomite/limestone boundaries were 
predetermined before the mineralising fluids came along. 
There was, of course much dissolution of the limestone 
by the mineralising fluids themselves, but, Trevor 
feels, these waters cannot have been all that aggressive 
because of the widespread amounts of calcite deposited. 
This is obviously a very important point and one worth 
examining in the field in areas with little calcite within 
the veins. 
Trevor has based his conclusions from examining (using 
published and unpublished work, a compilation itself 
extremely useful) something like half of the hundred or 
so pipes.  There is perhaps a bias in this, in that deeper 
pipes under the shale cover may be under-represented, 
as less accessible to geologists and it is at these that the 
mineralising fluids may have been more aggressive (the 
carbonate in the fluids had to come from somewhere).  
It seems likely to this writer that the post early 
Namurian and pre-or contemporary-mineralisation earth 
movements must also have had very significant roles in 
control of pipe development.
Whatsoever, Trevor has drawn our attention to what 
has clearly to be a very important feature of pipe 
development, and it behoves us, during exploration to 
carefully focus on what factors may be influencing what 
we are seeing.  It will probably take another generation 
of geologists (Trevor is understandably reluctant about 
undertaking underground exploration nowadays) to see 

if his current very tentatively stated hypothesis that all 
pipes may have a pre-mineralisation karstic origin will 
stand or fall.

Lynn Willies
An offprint of this paper, kindly donated by the author, has 
been deposited in the PDMHS Archive.    Steve Thompson.

NAMHO Archaeological Research 
Seminars and Workshops
As a part of the Research Framework project looking 
at the archaeology of the extractive industries - mining 
and quarrying - a series of seminars & workshops will 
continue to examine the project’s specialist themes.
A seminar looking at the archaeology of Coal, Clay and 
Ironstone mining will be held on Saturday 19 February, 
at the National Coal Mining Museum for England, 
Caphouse Colliery, near Wakefield.  Participants will 
have the opportunity to discuss their work, learn what 
others are doing and exchange ideas.  Sharing results can 
help interpret the findings, adding value to the work and 
drive research forward.  If you are doing in similar work 
on coal, clay or iron mining, then make sure you attend.
Seminars on Lead, Tin, Copper and Slate working are 
being planned for the Winter of 2011 at venues in the 
South-West, Cumbria and Derbyshire.  Details will be 
posted to the Research pages at  www.namho.org
 Details: Peter Claughton p.f.claughton@exeter.ac.uk
 or: Phil Newman projectofficer@namho.org

Peter Claughton

Calling all you Photographers and 
Film Makers...
Have you taken any photographs or made short films 
that you would like to share with other PDMHS 
members?  Over the years, many members have enjoyed 
excellent slide shows, talks and film evenings at the 
Mining Museum and other venues - often from well 
known names like as Paul Chandler, Dave Webb, etc...
From talking with various members it is clear that there 
is a lot more talent out there, and that there are members 
with smaller collections of photos or short films that 
would be of great interest to members, but that perhaps 
wouldn’t make for a full evening in their own right.
We are thinking, therefore, of organising a members’ 
film and photo evening - to give you an opportunity to 
share your latest work, or some historical images, in a 
friendly and informal environment without the pressure 
of having to “entertain” the audience for a full evening.  
We are offering to “compere” the evening, so all we 
need is people willing to contribute photos and films that 
might not otherwise be shared with the membership - be 
that just a few minutes worth, or a little more.
If you want to contribute to such an evening, (and if it’s 
a success it could perhaps become a regular feature of 
the events list) please send an email to:-

website@pdmhs.org.uk
Mat & Niki Adlam-Stiles

http://www.namho.org
mailto:p.f.claughton@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:projectofficer@namho.org
mailto:website@pdmhs.org.uk.
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Meets List:  Winter/Spring 2011
1: Merry Tom Mine:  Via Gellia.
Tuesday 18th January 2011.  Leader:  Martin Long.  
Courtesy of Wirksworth Mines Research Group.
To Be Confirmed - Contact Martin Long for details.

2: Matlock Old Town Heritage Walk.
Sunday 23rd January 2011.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
10.30am, the Duke of William at Starkholmes.
This walk will take us around Old Matlock Town, 
centred on the parish church of St. Giles.  We will look 
at the former pottery, originally the Wheatsheaf public 
house, then down Stoney Way to some of the oldest 
houses in the Matlock area, passing the pinfold and 
looking at how Causeway Lane was built.  We will cross 
Hall Leys Park to take a look at Matlock Bridge, onto 
Dale Road, past the old Post Office and Town Hall, and 
see how Dale Road has changed over the years with the 
help of old photographs. We will then follow the A6 into 
Matlock Bath, passing Dale Cottage and telling the story 
of Phoebe Bown who built it in the 1800s - later we will 
visit St. Giles Church and view her gravestone.  Finally 
we climb up onto High Tor to take in the views before 
heading back into Starkholmes village.  Optional food 
and drink at the Duke of William afterwards.

3: Film Evening:  “From Ore To Orchids”
Wednesday 2nd February 2011.  Meet 7.00pm at the 
Miners Standard, Bank Top, Winster DE4 2DR.
Mat & Niki Adlam-Stiles will be presenting their 
latest film, “From Ore To Orchids”, which explores 
the unlikely and sometimes uncomfortable inter-
relationships between man, industry and nature in the 
aftermath of mineral extraction in the Peak District.
The first half will comprise a short slide show and talk 
about the lava caves of Sicily, Iceland and Hawaii.
“From Ore To Orchids”, which includes exclusive 
footage of Glebe Mines’ operations on Longstone Edge, 
will be shown in the second half of the evening.
(See www.winstercavers.org.uk for more information)
After the main feature there will be an opportunity to 
view the complete Glebe Mines interview - a particularly 
relevant piece given the likely cessation of operations.
There will be a refreshment break with optional buffet, 
and copies of the main film will be available to purchase.

4: Film Evening:  Manx Mines & Minerals.
Wednesday 16th February 2011.  Presenter:  Paul 
Chandler, meet 7.00 for 7.15pm at the Peak District 
Mining Museum, Matlock Bath.
The main feature will be “Manx Mines and Minerals 
- The story of mining in the Isle of Man” (by permission 
of Duke Video, see www.dukevideo.com)  This will be 
followed by “Beneath Ecton Hill - Stone Quarry Mine”, 
a compact copper mine with a legacy stretching back to 
the bronze age (by courtesy of David Webb, producer 

and editor), and finally “T’owd Mon - Lead Mining in 
the Peak District” (by courtesy of the producer Ralph 
Johnson).  The film programme will last approximately 
1½ hours, with a refreshment break.

5: Slide Evening:  Lead Mining in the Peak 
District.
Wednesday 2nd March 2011.  Presenter:  Paul Chandler, 
meet 7.00 for 7.15pm at the Peak District Mining 
Museum, Matlock Bath.
The evening will begin with a slide presentation on 
“Lead Mining in the Peak District”, which will be 
of interest to all, especially newer members.  After a 
refreshment break, a compilation of slides featuring 
recent Society Meets, both locally and in other parts of 
Britain.  The programme lasts approximately 1½ hours.

6: Cave/Mine Surveying for Beginners
Saturdays 12th and 19th March 2011.

Part 1:  Saturday 12th March at Magpie 
Mine, Sheldon.
A rare opportunity to learn the basics of cave and mine 
surveying from someone with great expertise in this 
field.  With a focus on techniques requiring only the 
simplest of equipment, John Barnatt will be sharing his 
knowledge of the subject in a “hands-on” training event.

Part 2:  Saturday 19th March at Hillocks 
Mine, Monyash.
A chance to put all the theory from the first training 
session into practice, once more aided and abetted by 
John Barnatt.
For further information or to book your places on these 
sessions, please contact the organiser Martin Long.

7: Researching Mining History - An 
Introduction.
Tuesday 15th of March 2011.  Meet 7.30pm at the 
Miner’s Standard, Winster.
The Society’s Conservation Officer, Adam Russell, will 
host this informal session on the sources and resources 
available to Society members wishing to research 
aspects of mines and mining history in the Peak District.
Optional chips/sandwiches will be available.

8: North Wales Mines Weekend.
Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th March 2011.  Based at 
Blaenau Ffestiniog for accommodation etc.  Members 
are advised to take walking gear and a rucksack for 
underground gear, food and drink, first aid kit etc.  For 
trip bookings or more information please contact the 
organiser Paul Chandler.
On the Saturday there will be a choice of two trips into 
slate mines near Blaenau Ffestiniog, Croesor Mine and 
Rhosydd Mine, or the Croesor to Rhosydd through-trip.  
Oversuit and furry suit, plus gloves, are recommended 
for these trips, which will both have external leaders.

http://www.winstercavers.org.uk
http://www.dukevideo.com
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Croesor is entered by a 440 yard adit which leads you 
past the incline head sidings to the incline head and 
slope shaft. There is some chambering left and right of 
the main adit, collapsed on the left and flooded to the 
right. Scrambling up to the slope shaft will take you to 
the start of the through-trip and the chance to look down 
on the flooded chamber adjacent to the incline head.
Rhosydd, most easily entered by the Floor 9 adit, 
provides many more opportunities for non-SRT 
exploration than Croesor, with interesting, and in some 
cases rare, artifacts.  Not a trip for the fainthearted!
The Croesor - Rhosydd through-trip is a longer and 
more challenging trip taking up to six hours.  Members 
wishing to take part in this trip must be SRT proficient 
and have the necessary equipment.  It involves several 
abseils of up to 24 metres, zip lines, dinghy crossings, a 
squeeze through fallen blocks, and a traverse across the 
ceiling of a chamber.  Basically, not for the fainthearted, 
but not difficult either.  Party size strictly limited to six.
The trip on the Sunday  will be Cwm Bychan Mine, 
or Nantmor Mine, near Beddgelert.  An easy grade trip 
requiring oversuit and undersuit or old clothes.  Two 
main adits and a scattering of smaller workings, plus an 
interesting, partially preserved aerial cableway.

9: Lead Mills of Linacre Heritage Walk.
Sunday 27th March 2011.  Leader:  Ron Tune, meet 
10.30am at Lower Linacre Reservoir car park, by the 
totem pole off the B6050 Cutthorpe to Baslow Road.
A short walk of approximately two hours round the 
sites of two 16th century water powered lead mills and 
associated furnaces in the Linacre Valley, Northwest of 
Chesterfield.  Charcoal and White coal was produced in 
the local woods, and there are many sites, sunken and 
terraced track ways plus some trial pits to be seen.  Both 
the Foljambe and Heathcote families, merchants among 
their other interests, lived in this area.
Ron has kindly agreed to repeat this walk, which was 
originally held in January 2010, when snow affected 
attendance.  Please don’t forget the clocks change!

10: Poynton Collieries Heritage Walk.
Sunday 10th April 2011.  Leader: David Kitching, Meet 
Organiser:  Paul Chandler, meet 10.00am at the Nelson 
Pit car park (SJ 944 833), Lyme Road, Higher Poynton.
An all day walk of about 7 miles around Poynton and 
into Adlington looking at the history and remains of 
the extensive coal mining industry that once operated 
in the area.  A packed lunch is optional as the walk will 
return to the car park at lunch time, where there are toilet 
facilities, a picnic area and an adjacent pub serving food. 
Booking is essential as numbers are limited to a 
maximum of 20 walkers.
To book your place please contact David Kitching on 
01625 423249 or email  davidk@brocross.co.uk
For further information about the collieries see:-
http://brocross.com/poynton/intro.htm

11: Wirksworth Town Heritage Walk.
Tuesday 26th April 2011.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet at 
7.00pm at The Limekiln, Wirksworth.
This first evening walk of 2011 will take us around the 
town of Wirksworth, once a very important lead mining 
settlement, the tour will include passing the Moot Hall 
where the Barmote court sits, the church which now 
houses the T’owd Man of Bonsall, and various other 
points of interest.
There will refreshments on offer after the walk

Proposed Meets:
Fauld Gypsum Mine, Tutbury, Staffs.
March or April 2011 (Day & date to be confirmed).  
Organiser: Paul Chandler.
Another opportunity for Society members, to visit this 
very extensive working gypsum mine.  Travelling by 
vehicle to the working face, you will drive through an 
enormous fault feature in the mine.  Evening visit.  No 
other details were available at time of writing, but it is 
hoped to finalise a date in January.  On a previous visit 
in April 2009, two parties of six visited the mine.
As places will be limited, it is advisable to contact Paul 
Chandler to make a provisional booking now, not later!

Standedge Tunnel, Marsden, near 
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire.
Organiser:  Paul Chandler.
Standedge Tunnel is the highest, longest and deepest 
canal tunnel in the UK, stretching for 5,029 metres (3.25 
miles) through hard millstone grit.  An engineering 
marvel worked on by Thomas Telford, the tunnel 
runs from Marsden in Yorkshire through to Diggle in 
Lancashire.  British Waterways organise boat trips into 
the tunnel, both part way and through trips. Special 
prices are available for group trips of more than 15 
people.  Subject to there being sufficient interest from 
Society members and guests, I would like to organise a 
tunnel through trip.  The visit would probably take place 
on a Saturday in Spring or Summer 2011.
If you would like to make a provisional booking please 
contact Paul Chandler.
The Mining Heritage Walks are a great way of getting 
out to meet new members and old friends.  Buffets are 
optional and cost between £1.50 and £3.00
Further details on many of the mines visited can be 
found in the latest edition of “Lead Mining in the Peak 
District” by Rieuwerts and Ford.

Contact Details:
Tony Wood: Tel:  07891  276668
 email:  wtonyw01@aol.com
Martin Long: email (preferred):  training@pdmhs.com
 Tel:  07969  774801
Paul Chandler: Tel:  01246 220773
 email:  paulchandler3@btinternet.com

Tony Wood

mailto:davidk@brocross.co.uk
http://brocross.com/poynton/intro.htm
mailto:wtonyw01@aol.com
mailto:training@pdmhs.com
mailto:paulchandler3@btinternet.com
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Book Review
Lead Mining In Derbyshire:  History, 
Development & Drainage.
3. Elton to the Via Gellia
J H Rieuwerts, Horizon Editions Ltd., 2010, 208 pp. £25.  
ISBN 978-1-84306-345-2

This, the third volume of Jim Rieuwerts’ series on the 
history, development and drainage of Derbyshire lead 
mines, is now available.  As evidence of the depth and 
breadth of Jim’s research and knowledge, this book, 
originally planned to be the final part of a trilogy, 
is now volume three of a quartet.  Cromford 
to Bradbourne and the two inliers, plus new 
information concerning the three parts already 
issued, will be covered in volume four.
The series is organised geographically, 
from north to south, and so each 
volume stands on its own.  This one 
covers one of the most intensely 
mined areas of the orefield, 
with workings dating from the 
14th–16th centuries.  The 
richest mines were followed 
ever deeper until they hit 
the water table.  Some, 
like Ashbury Croft 
owned by Sir Francis 
Willoughby, were 
pumped (c1581) 
by horse engines, 
others were pumped 
by hand or by waterwheels, 
but often the cost of pumping 
absorbed most of their great wealth.  
Many of the early horse gins appear to 
have been used for raising water.  As mines 
went yet deeper, they were pumped by atmospheric 
engines, including the earliest recorded Newcomen 
engine in Derbyshire, installed at Yatestoop Mine around 
1716, which was followed by at least another five, 
including one installed over 500 feet under ground.  In 
fact, as a casual follower of Derbyshire mining, I was 
surprised by the number of atmospheric engines which 
were used throughout the orefield in the early eighteenth 
century.  These were followed by steam engines and, in 
turn, by the electric pumps installed at Millclose around 
1912.
The concept of soughing companies, which were 
notionally independent of the mines being drained, 
is a Derbyshire development in response to the meer 
system of mining which persisted there.  It was rarely 
adopted elsewhere, where different paths were followed.  
Nevertheless, Derbyshire dominated lead mining until 
the late eighteenth century, and the wealth of some of the 
early mines, and the volume of mining, is remarkable.  
And then there was Millclose, where some 430,000 tons 
of concentrates were produced in 80 years.

For those of us working outside Derbyshire, the sheer 
volume of detailed references to early mining is 
remarkable.  It’s not that there was no mining elsewhere, 
but that we have to be content with patchy material for 
the seventeenth century and anything earlier is often 
so vague or general as to be almost unhelpful.  In this 
case, however, Jim has made a useful reassessment 
of prime sources and earlier work, by himself and 
others, to produce a first rate model of lead mining in 
Derbyshire against which others can test their findings.  
Parts of the model may be refined, probably mostly by 
Jim, but much of it will stand as a testament to his 

comprehensive knowledge of the subject.
Although the book mentions the important 

players, such as the Thornhills, there 
is not much about the networks 

of shareholders, but that 
is not the remit of 

this series and 
does not detract 

from it.   Perhaps 
a future volume 

will remedy this by 
extending and updating 

available work, and 
bringing it under a single 

cover.  It is a meticulous piece 
of work, fully illustrated with 

detailed maps, black and white 
photographs and Paul Deakin’s 

superb colour shots.  I, for one, am 
looking forward to volume four.

This 208 page narrative is illustrated by 
33 helpful maps, plans and sections of the 

mines, as well as 25 black and white and 20 
colour photos, with a bibliography and a list of 

the archival sources used.  It is in hardback, was 
produced by The Horizon Press, The Oaks, Moor 

Farm Road West, Ashbourne, DE6 1HD and costs 
£25.00, as did the first two volumes.

Mike Gill

100th PDMHS Bulletin
Volume 17 Number 3 of the Society’s Bulletin “Mining 
History”, published as the Summer issue in 2009, was 
in fact, our 100th Bulletin.  An average of two per 
year have been produced through the Society’s 50 year 
history.  One wonders how many complete runs still 
survive?  The earlier issues were usually thicker and 
smaller (quarto size) but were typed, then reproduced 
and bound in a variety of ways.  A list of the contents 
appears on the PDMHS website www.pdmhs.com.

Following it, the 101st issue was a special one in that it 
included many of the papers presented at the NAMHO 
Conference, held in Matlock in June 2009, which 
celebrated the 50th Anniversary of PDMHS and the 
30th Anniversary of NAMHO.

Ivor Brown

Image courtesy of Horizon Editions Ltd.

http://www.pdmhs.com
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Malison Vein and Hancocks Mine, Tideswell Liberty
In 2008 Chris Heathcote and Phil Shaw reported the discovery of a small trial working in Upper Monks Dale 
(Observations and Discoveries Part 26, Newsletter No.127, July 2008).  Later the site was re-examined by Adam Russell 
and the writer, who found that the 8.5 metre adit leads to a 5.2 metre blind shaft (Observations and Discoveries Part 32, 
Newsletter No.133, January 2010).
A recent chance find in the Derbyshire Record Office has cast a glimmer of light on the nature of this mine.  A Tideswell 
Barmaster’s Book (DRO D504 B/L 49, page 67) contains the following entry:-

The previous page of this book records the posting of the notice to work Hancocks Mine on the 28th of November 1908, 
and additionally notes that the mine is “about 748 yards South East of Monksdale House…”  On the same page it is also 
recorded that on the 22nd of January 1909 Leon Harrison gave one dish of ore to free a lead vein, which he called by the 
name of “Malison”.
When the measurements quoted above are converted from meers or yards into metres and checked against a 1:2500 
Ordnance Survey map the fit is remarkable, indeed the discrepancy on the 37 meers is less than ten metres!  This places 
Hancocks Mine at SK 1422 7483, where an Old Lead Mine is marked on the 1898 OS map, but sadly apart from a few 
lumps of calcite and traces of galena from the old hillocks nothing is left there.
Leon Harrison, the Grocer of Tideswell, appears frequently in the transcript of a Litton Barmaster’s Book (the 
whereabouts of the original is unknown) covering 1871 to 1914 in the PDMHS Archives.  During 1908 he took 
possession of a number of mines in Litton Liberty, finally selling all of them (totalling 111 meers of ground) with the 
lead ore and all tools, goods, chattels and effects etc., etc. to Matthew Dickie of Ravenstor and William Christopher 
Mallinson of Cressbrook Hall for the princely sum of ten shillings, or 50 pence for our younger readers!  Could it be, 
one wonders, that the similarity between “Malison” and “Mallinson” is pure coincidence?

Steve Thompson

“January 22nd 1909.
Then I Arthur G. Taylor: Barmaster, with John Turner and Samuel Turner two of the Grand Jury as witnesses, 
gave to Leon Harrison Grocer of Tideswell possession of the “Malison Mine” which possessions embraced 
Thirty seven meers or thereabouts covering any ground that was supposed to be included in what was commonly 
known as Hancocks Mine, as on inspection of the Hancock Mine it was found that no work had been done since 
the 28th day of November, 1908 when the notice to work was posted up at that mine.
The following is a description of the Thirty seven meers - Commencing at the Founder which is at a point 
about 513 yards due west of the Monksdale House and a few yards South of the road leading from Tideswell to 
Hargate Wall, in a fissure of the Rock on the east side of Monksdale and ranging in a South Easterly direction 
along the side of the said highway thence over lands to the south of the highway crossing the lane leading 
from Wheston to Millers dale at a point about 264 yards south of Monksdale House thence to the south end of 
Slanecote Lane where the notice was posted up on November the 28th last with respect to the working of the 
mine commonly known as Hancocks Mine and terminating at the west side of the said Slanecote Lane.”

Reproduced by permission from original documents in Derbyshire Record Office, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3AG

The Friends of the St. Aidan’s BE 1150 Dragline: Open Days 2011
The largest preserved walking dragline 
excavator in Western Europe, a Bucyrus 
Erie 1150B weighs 1200 tons, has a bucket 
capacity of 20 cubic yards and a top speed 
of five hours per mile!  It is situated at the 
St. Aidan’s opencast coal site at Swillington, 
Leeds, Postcode LS26 8AL.
The dragline will be open to the public, with 
free admission, from 2.00pm to 4.00pm on 
the following dates during 2011:-
Saturday, April 16th
Saturday, June 18th
Saturday & Sunday September 10th & 11th
For more details about visits please contact 
Paul C. Thompson on 07889 286634.

Ivor J. Brown, Secretary,
Friends of St. Aidan’s BE 1150 DraglinePhoto:  Copyright © Chris Allen
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Society Trip Report:
Layby Pot, Stoney Middleton.
Back in February 2010, Rich Halford reminded me 
that it was about time we had a look at Layby Pot 
in preparation for the Society trip in August.  The 
temperature in the dale was well below freezing, so it 
took a lot of persuading to visit Nickergrove instead.  
April came, and with the temperature soaring into single 
figures, we went and had a good look round – a bit 
wetter than I remember – but a very enjoyable afternoon.
August arrives; the team are assembled, kitted-up and 
ready to go.  The approach to the entrance shaft is down 
a slippery ramp and then it’s a nice 12m abseil.  The 
sides of the shaft pinch in a little towards the bottom, 
and my tackle bag is determined to prevent me from 
going too fast (or going, for that matter).
With everyone safely down, we de-kit and start 
exploring.  The first section of passage to the Cheese 
Grater is a mixture of stooping and crawling, with a few 
puddles giving a hint of what’s to come.  Route finding 
isn’t a problem; the well-worn limestone is covered 
in a thin layer of mud, and any side passages are too 
small to get very far.  We make our way to Initial Aven, 

which was advertised as a highlight of the trip, where we 
should find some mining graffiti chiselled into the wall.  
We conduct a thorough search but eventually have to 
give up and press on towards Silhouette Chamber.
The next section of passage involves a short drop over 
a boulder, immediately followed by a low crawl with a 
ramp-like boulder in the floor.  I slide through head first 
at a slight angle, and then wait for the rest to follow.  
It soon becomes apparent that one of the team cannot 
squeeze his muscular frame through this obstacle, and so 
accompanied by the back-marker, retreats to the entrance 
pitch for a spot of SRT practice.
After several more damp crawls, we finally get to stand 
up in a large and well-decorated chamber.  Time for a 
brief rest and a couple of photos, and then we scramble 
to the final chamber and the exit climb.  A fixed rope 
leading up the direct route looks tempting but very 
slippery, so it’s the acrobatic climb we take.  One or two 
accept the offer of a leg-up to get the climb started, but 

as the last person out, it took me a while to get off the 
ground.  Eventually a slightly damp and muddy group 
are reunited on the surface, and to my surprise, they say 
they’ve actually enjoyed it:  They must be mad!
Thanks again to Rich Halford for acting as back-marker 
and for his de-rigging services.

Martin Long

New Members
Please welcome these new members who were elected at 
the Council Meetings in September and November:-

Brian & Diane Wardley, PINXTON
Nicky Wardley & Jenny Marriott, SOUTH WINGFIELD
Rod Dalton, Frogatt, HOPE VALLEY
Robert Dransfield, SHEFFIELD
Steve Dalgleish, ASHTON UNDER LYME
Robert & Lynne Kirk, WEST KIRBY
Jennifer & Peter Johnson, CHERTSEY
Rowan Elizabeth May, SHEFFIELD
Mike Moore, DERBY
Steve Ayres & Family, SHEFFIELD
David Sables, LAMPETER
Applied Geology, KENILWORTH

We hope they will all get a great deal of enjoyment 
and interest from their membership, and play a full and 
rewarding part in the activities of the Society.

Wes Taylor

PDMHS Newsletter, April 2011
The deadline for the next edition of the Newsletter is 
Tuesday the 1st of March 2011.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee
Registered Charity No 504662

Registered Office:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR Tel: 01629 583834

Web Sites: Society: www.pdmhs.com
 Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided that 
acknowledgment is made of the source.

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society.

Alison Pryce
near Initial Aven
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