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Newsletter No. 138  April 2011

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Society Trip Report:  Tearsall Pipe 
Caverns No.2 – November 2010
In preparation for the trip I thought that a few copies of 
a survey would be nice.  It turns out that the only survey 
I could find was a photo taken on one of Tony’s walks; 
he’d held it aloft to show the crowd just as I’d taken 
a snap for the records.  If I blew it up a bit and used 
PhotoShop to remove his thumbs, it might just do ???
Fortunately, Dave Webb and Paul Chandler both offered 
copies, which between them covered both the Pool and 
Sump series of the mine.
Armed with a vast assortment of rope and tackle, nearly 
everyone had something to carry on the half-mile walk 
down the fields to the site of Tearsall Pipe.  Realising I’d 
forgotten a scaffold pole, a quick rummage in the hedge 
bottom revealed sufficient metalwork to rig from: Panic 
over !!!
The SRT squad rigged Sump Shaft themselves, waved 
goodbye and swiftly disappeared to explore.  At Pool 
Shaft I rigged the ladder and an independent belay for 
the safety line, and slowly dispatched the ladder squad 
down to the pool below.  Everyone commented on how 
deep the water looked, little knowing that a submerged 
boulder rendered it ankle-deep at the landing point, and 
only knee-deep if you missed it.

Mark Taylor kindly offered to stay on the surface while 
I had a stint underground, so I rigged the shaft for SRT 
and descended.  I’d not been down many minutes before 
some of the ladder squad were waiting to return to 
surface, so I shuffled back up the rope and we geared 
up for life-lining.  Knowing that a ladder climb would 
be tiring, most people accepted the sit-harness offered 
and had a rest (or two) on the way up, supported by the 
lifeline.

Realising that one of the team was finding the climb 
more difficult than anticipated, the early risers from 
the Sump shaft offered to take the strain using the SRT 
rope.  If you had read the “Mid Rope Rescue” DVD 
review in Newsletter 136, you’d probably realise that a 
Mini Traxion would be useful in this type of situation.  
Obviously someone couldn’t wait until Christmas, and 
with the words “would this help?” a 2:1 hauling system 
was quickly arranged.  It was intended to provide 
assistance, but with two people operating the lifeline and 
two on the second rope we were a little over-manned; 
our climber became just a passenger.
With everyone accounted for, we returned the metalwork 
to the hedge bottom and trudged back to the farm to 
change.  The photo of my boots disappearing through 
Gnasher Crawl in Sump series was taken on a previous 
visit.  People often wonder how I managed to take a 
picture of myself…
Thanks must go to all the attendees for making the trip a 
success, and to the Walker family at Brightgate Farm for 
access and parking.

Martin Long

New Members
Please welcome four new members who have recently 
been elected to join the Society:-

Thomas Collins,  KENILWORTH
Chris Nicoll,  CRICH
Keith Turner,  BLACKBURN
David Drury,  TAMWORTH

I’m sure we will all wish them a great deal of enjoyment 
and interest as a result of their membership.

Wes Taylor

PDMHS Newsletter - Reader Survey
In this issue you will find a short questionnaire for 
readers of the Newsletter.   Please consider filling this 
in as it is important for us to know that Members are 
satisfied, or indeed not, with the quality and content of 
what you receive.
We would also like to know how you prefer to receive 
your Newsletter, and how you value it as a record of the 
Society’s activities for the future.
If you would like to receive a version of the survey 
by email which you can complete and return by email 
please contact newsletter@pdmhs.com.
Many thanks for your opinions and input.

Steve Thompson

Martin Long in Gnasher Crawl:  Photo by Martin 
Long who wasn’t actually in Gnasher Crawl ???

mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com
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Meets List:  Summer 2011
1:  Wirksworth Town Walk.
Tuesday 26th April 2011.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet at  
7.00pm at the Rising Sun, Middleton by Wirksworth.
The first walk of 2011 will take us around the town 
of Wirksworth, once a very important lead mining 
settlement.  The tour will include passing the Moot Hall 
where the Barmote Court sits, the church which now 
houses the T’owd Man of Bonsall, and various other 
points of interest.
Optional food and drink at the Rising Sun afterwards.

2:  Eyam - The Plague Village
Tuesday 10th May 2011.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
at 7.00pm at the car park opposite the Eyam Village 
Museum.
This walk will take us around the old village of Eyam, 
looking at sites where the plague struck in the mid 
1600s, the cottage where it broke out, the gravestone of 
Katherine Mompesson, the wife of William Mompesson 
who enforced quarantine on the village to try and keep 
the plague at bay.  Various other points of interest will 
be visited which will bring the plague story to life, and 
explain how the nursery rhyme “Ring a ring a roses” 
came about.
Optional food and drink at the Miner’s Arms, Eyam 
afterwards.

3:  Underground Meet - Merry Tom Mine.
(Re-scheduled from January)
Tuesday 17th May 2011.  Organiser: Martin Long, 
Leader: a Wirksworth Mines Research Group member, 
meet 7.00pm  at a place to be advised.
A typical Via Gellia mine accessed via two adits which 
are connected by a stope in the far reaches.  Mostly 
stooping or walking size passages, with a little crawling. 
Experienced mine explorers only, party size limited and 
booking is required.  Access to this mine is courtesy of 
the Wirksworth Mines Research Group, who ask for a 
small donation to group funds. 
For further details or to book a place, contact Martin 
Long (email preferred)

4:  Mining Heritage Walk - Taddington 
Lead Mines and their Stories
Tuesday 7th June 2011.  Leader:  Steve Thompson, meet 
7.00pm in the Queen’s Arms car park, Taddington.  We 
have permission to park here during the walk.
We will look at a selection of the “Little Mines” of 
Taddington, and hear the stories of some of those who 
worked them.  We will also visit other historical sites 
near the village and see how geology has affected the 
development of communities like Taddington.
This walk will cross the A6 Taddington bypass twice, 
any survivors can enjoy food and drink at the Queens’s 
Arms afterwards...

5:  Pretoria Chert Mine, Bakewell.
Wednesday 8th June 2011.  Leader:  Paul Chandler.
Another opportunity to explore this fascinating mine, 
with its impressive pack-walls, artefacts and in places, 
more holes than rock!  This is an easy grade, dry trip, 
which is suitable for novices. Boiler suit or old clothes 
fine.  Access into mine involves a 15ft (5m) fixed ladder 
climb, so belt or helmet mounted light essential.  Mostly 
large walking size passages, which are steeply inclined 
in places.  Worth bringing a camera. Party size limited 
to 8, plus Leader. Preference will be given to Society 
members who have not visited this mine before. Evening 
visit.  For more details and to book your place(s), 
meeting time and place, contact Paul Chandler.
See Mining History (PDMHS) Vol.13, No.5 (1998).

6:  High Peak Junction & Thereabouts
Tuesday 21st June 2011.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet at 
7.00pm at High Peak Junction car park, Lea Bottom
A walk which will take a look at the site of Peter 
Nightingale’s Mills at Lea, which were later let to John 
Smedley Senior, then a walk down the Nightingale 
Arm of the Cromford Canal to the Leawood Pumping 
Engine house.  From there we will walk to the High 
Peak Junction, and up the Sheep Pasture Incline past the 
Catch Pit and on to the site of the Intermediate Engine 
House, which once wound trucks up the Cromford 
Incline before it was made into one.  We will then walk 
down Intake Lane, once the main road between Matlock 
Bath and Belper.  A walk along the canal tow path will 
then bring us back to the High Peak Junction car park.

7:  Underground Meet - Bage Mine, Bolehill
Sunday 26th June 2011.  Leaders:  Wirksworth Mines 
Research Group.  Meeting place/time to be advised.
A chance to make a descent of the Hard End Shaft down 
to the 190ft level, then explore the workings which take 
you down onto the 238ft level.  If conditions in the mine 
are favourable a further descent will be made onto the 
303ft level, after which it will be possible to ride back 
on the winch seat all the way to the surface.
This trip will be limited to 20 people and booking is 
essential.  A BCA insurance card is also required for 
this meet.  Please email or telephone Tony Wood if you 
wish to attend this meet so he can pass the list of who is 
attending on to the group.

8:  Surface Walk - New Millclose Mine.
Tuesday 5th July 2011.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet at  
7.00pm at the Three Stags Heads, Darley Bridge.
Taking a look at the New Mill Close Mine the walk will 
then visit the site of Watts Shaft where Edward Miller 
Wass began his drive north, then on to visit the sites of 
Baby and Alice Shafts and Jumbo Shaft.  These, and the 
surrounding area, will be bought to life with the help 
of old photographs, with pictures of the old suspension 
bridge and the aerial rope way which once spanned the 
River Derwent.
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9:  Mining Heritage Walk - The Elton Mines
Tuesday 19th July 2011.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm in Elton village near the church.
Taking a look at the Cowclose and Leadnams Mines, as 
well as the mines in and around the village, and also a 
trip to the tail of Cowclose Sough.  Optional food and 
drink afterwards at the Miner’s Standard Winster.

10:  Mining Heritage Walk - Winster Village
Tuesday 2nd August 2011.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the back car park of the Miner’s Standard.
Walking around the mines of Winster, looking at 
the development of the village and how lead mining 
influenced its growth.  The sites of the mines on the 
Bank Pastures will be visited as well as the Pitts Mines, 
with its dressing floors and buddles, the site of the 
Drummer’s Venture Mine and the site of the East Bank 
Adit and its associated workings.
Optional food and drink afterwards at the Miner’s 
Standard.

11:  Mining Heritage Walk - Magpie Mine, 
Sheldon
Tuesday 24th August 2011.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Cock & Pullet Inn, Sheldon.
As usual the summer events programme is brought to an 
end by having a walk around the fantastic Magpie Mine 
site, it gives a chance for new members to visit the site 
and learn its history.
Optional food and drink at the Cock & Pullet, Sheldon 
afterwards.

For Information Only.
Standedge Tunnel - Saturday 16th April 2011.
Fauld Gypsum Mine - Tuesday 19th April 2011.
Both these trips are  full.  Sorry, but no further bookings 
are being taken.  Thanks to the many members who 
expressed a phenomenal level of interest in these meets.
The Mining Heritage Walks are a great way of getting 
out to meet new members and old friends.  Buffets are 
optional and cost between £1.50 and £3.00
Further details on many of the mines visited can be 
found in the latest edition of “Lead Mining in the Peak 
District” by Rieuwerts and Ford.

Meet Leaders.
Volunteers to help by leading surface or underground 
meets are always most welcome!  If you would like to 
assist in some way please contact Tony Wood.

Contact Details:
Tony Wood: Tel:  07891  276668
 email:  wtonyw01@aol.com
Martin Long: email (preferred):  training@pdmhs.com
 Tel:  07969  774801
Paul Chandler: Tel:  01246 220773
 email:  paulchandler3@btinternet.com

Tony Wood

Obituary
John Michael Bridges 1937 – 2011
Mick Bridges, project leader at the Society’s Crich 
Tramway Museum Lead Mining Display died suddenly 
on the 13th February 2011.
In his younger days Mick served with the Royal 
Engineers, printing maps and documents for the 
forces, and he continued his printing career with the 
Boots Company in Nottingham.  The keen eye for 
detail required by his profession was also evident in 
retirement, in every task he undertook there was a 
philosophy of “if a job is worth doing, it’s worth doing 
well”.  This also meant long hours spent in his workshop 
at home before the finished product would see daylight.
Mick had many interests and took every opportunity to 
expand his understanding of a subject through reading 
or watching documentaries.  His interest in rocks and 
minerals was shared with his wife and family, and his 
knowledge of the subject was readily shared with the 
many visitors to the Mining Display at Crich.  Finding 
a common interest to discuss was never difficult, and 
discuss it we did, until a tram driver or conductor would 
point out that we hadn’t moved since their previous trip!
Mick never showed any favouritism among the team 
of volunteers at the Mining Display, regardless of how 
often you turned up, or how much effort you put into a 
task;  he may have ribbed you if something didn’t go to 
plan, but there was always a heartfelt thanks at the end 
of the day.
Our sincere condolences go to his family, to his son 
Robert, who assisted with the book-keeping, and 
especially to his wife Lilian, the “Auntie Wainwright” 
of the shop, who hopes to continue their good work at 
Crich. 
Mick’s funeral was attended by about twenty members 
of the Society.

Martin Long

Letter to the Editor
Society AGM Meal/Buffet.
I was looking forward to attending the new look Society 
Buffet, held at the Peak District Mining Museum, until 
I noticed the cost, which was disappointingly only 
marginally cheaper than the previous formal meal.

Having spoken to other Society members, they shared my 
opinion that £17.50 was expensive, especially if booking 
for two people.  I was pleased that the Society’s “Miners’ 
Buffet” was a success and well attended.  However, if the 
same format is planned for 2011, would it be possible for 
the price to be lowered to say between £10 to £15, which 
I feel sure would attract even more Society members! 

Paul Chandler.

mailto:wtonyw01@aol.com
mailto:training@pdmhs.com
mailto:paulchandler3@btinternet.com
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 37
Stanage Pole Colliery, Outseats, 
Derbyshire, Centred SK 2425 8435
South-east of the Stanage/Waterloo Colliery behind High 
Neb, reported in the Observations and Discoveries Part 
35 (Newsletter No. 136, Oct 2010), there is a second 

coal mine above Stanage Edge, this one with sites of 
shafts on the flat featureless moorland to either side of 
the late 18th century paved road known as the ‘Long 
Causeway’ running between the Edge and Stanage Pole 
(which is not a Roman road as commonly assumed).  
This colliery again exploited the Ringinglow Seam 
and comprises hollows at the sites of run-in shafts with 
small upcast heaps.  Site visits during June and August 
2010 have recorded five shafts north of the causeway 
and nine to thirteen to the south (the latter on National 
Park Authority land first recorded in an unpublished 
estate survey report by JB in 1991), now corrected using 
Google Earth satellite imagery with superimposed sketch 
plotting of features made during our site visits.  Some of 
the shafts are in marshy ground and five have causeways 
suitable for carts linking them to the Long Causeway.  
Others lie close to old hollow way braids that predate 
this road, but it is not known whether there is a direct 
link or if the relationship is fortuitous.

All of the shafts lie a short distance east of the coal 
outcrop, with two of those to the south-east linked 
by causeways having larger, but low and flat topped, 
hillocks reflecting deeper shafts. These may well be 
associated with the latest workings at the site and one 

has an embanked platform which may mark the site 
of a horse gin.  How the coal was discovered in this 
wet peat-covered landscape is not known. It is likely 
working ceased where the eastwardly-dipping seam 
became unworkable because of water, without driving 
a long drainage sough through unproductive ground or 
installing steam pumps.  The mine was no doubt too 
isolated and the coal not thick enough for such measures 
to be cost-effective.

Little is known of the history of this colliery, Farey 
writing in 1811 named it Stanage Pole Colliery and 
noting it had been formerly worked, but was disused at 
the time of writing.  The mine is likely to be have been 
active in the 18th century, but earlier beginnings cannot 
be ruled out.
Farey, J. 1811 General View of the Agriculture and 
Minerals of Derbyshire Vol. 1, page 210.

Present – John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw, 
Steve Thompson, Dave Williams

Reported: John Barnatt

Lead Veins on Hammerton Hill (Re-
Visited), Millers Dale, Derbyshire,  
Centred SK 156 734.
In 2010 Phil Shaw and the writer reported what surface 
remains existed on two lead veins that are located on the 
steep western flank of Hammerton Hill (Observations 
and Discoveries Part 36, Newsletter No. 137, January 
2011).  The location has been re-visited with Steve 
Thompson in attendance to re-examine the layout of 
the surface features.  Prior to this visit an underground 
survey was completed by ST of the low stooping height 

The Coal Mining Remains at Stanage Pole Colliery.
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adit alongside the path in Tideswell Dale (Tideswell 
Dale Cave. SK 15533 73205).  This survey revealed 
that the small stope at its termination, about 30m inbye 
from the entrance, is located on an un-named vein that 
trends roughly SE to NW and parallel with Tideswell 
Dale.  Surface evidence for this vein in the fields above 
is virtually non-existent, but a solitary concrete plinth/
cap (SK 15436 73256) could cover a shaft where this 
vein intersects the SW to NE trending Maury Vein, 
although at present this is far from clear.  The short 
walking height adit driven into the Maury Vein (SK 
15405 73239) at Tideswell Brook level, also surveyed 
by ST prior to this visit, terminates at a forefield after 
about 10m, which is a long way short of the possible 
intersection of the two veins.  In the wood directly above 
the Maury adit a short length of vein cheek is exposed 
(SK 15444 73258).
Further to the west on the craggy side of Millers Dale/
Tongue End, the Maury Vein is seen in a rock face (SK 
15297 73171), where it comprises of a calcite filled vein 
about 1m wide.
Slightly to the north of Hammerton Hill, and located 
to the immediate south of the disused Tideswell Dale 
dolerite quarry, is a short length of vein, of unknown 
name, that trends roughly east to west (SK 15722 73633 
to SK 15586 73649).  The vein is marked by a series of 
shallow hollows and low hillocks.
Present: Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw and Steve Thompson

Reported: Chris Heathcote

Ballington Wood Mine, White Edge, 
Ballidon, Derbyshire (SK 211 547)
A mine complex was recently found by Scott Humphries 
on access land at White Edge near Ballidon and 
reported to the author, who visited the site and made 
the following observations.  The main site is located on 
a natural terrace on the west side of the valley which 
carries the B5056 road from Fenny Bentley to Grange 
Mill.  There are some quite substantial excavations on 
the line of the northwest/southeast trending vein which 
would be consistent with opencast working at the north-
western end of the site, while at the break of slope 
above the road, the vein course becomes a small shallow 
openwork between 1m and 2m wide.  In the middle of 
the site, there is a ruined rectangular coe with one wall 
still standing to about 1.5m height and within it, there 
is a climbing shaft covered with a concrete slab.  To the 
south-east, there is another shaft capped with concrete 
beams next to a flat area which looks to have been the 
site of a horse gin.  The shaft is oval and about 1m x 
1.5m, with ginging for the first few metres but it appears 
to widen out once in solid rock.  Set into the downslope 
side of the shaft, at surface there is an ore bin and, below 
this, there are two parallel lines of stones visible in the 
turf that may be a buddle or washing trough.  Very little 
crushed gangue mineral is visible between them, which 
may indicate that most processing activity was taking 
place underground.

At the foot of the slope close to the road there is what 
may be either a run-in level or shaft surrounded by 
hillocks, and slightly above this are the remains of a 
second coe, this one set into the valley side.  Only the 
back wall survives, but there is a fireplace and a small 
alcove visible in it.  The line of the vein can be traced 
through trialling hillocks across the road passing behind 
the site of the former Hipley toll house, but it does not 
appear to continue beyond Pasture Lane.
On a smaller vein to the south of the main working there 
is a prominent hillock on a steep slope with a presumed 
run-in shaft, and terraced into the hillock side are traces 
of a rough coe.
Jim Rieuwerts (pers.comm.) identifies the main site 
as Ballington Wood Mine, which was owned and 
worked by the London Lead Company in the 1760s 
and 1770s.  Later records in the Barmaster’s collection 
refer to grants of meers using the now-demolished toll 
house as a reference point, which accords very well 
with the surface alignment of the vein as observed.  It 
is noteworthy that the London Lead Company thought 
this mine worthy of acquisition in an area where there 
are few other sizeable mines, but the opencut and large 
hillocks suggest that this vein is more substantial than 
others in the vicinity

Present (various times) Scott Humphries, Adam Russell
Reported by: Adam Russell

Early Fluorspar Mining, Critchman 
(Knowles) Mine, Masson Hill, Matlock, 
Derbyshire SK 285 591
In 2004 Lindsey Porter made brief reference to the use 
of fluorspar from the 1780s as a flux during smelting 
at the Ecton Mines, as indicated by references to the 
purchase of this mineral from Henry Knowles at Masson 
Hill found in the detailed 6/7 weekly mine accounts and 
accompanying vouchers for the Duke of Devonshire’s 
Deep Ecton Mine (Porter 2004, p. 146).  As part of my 
own researches into the mine, looking at documented 
details to complement and help interpret the detailed 
archaeological surveys undertaken as part of a project 
for English Heritage, I have collected details. 
Farey noted briefly in the early 19th century that as 
well as fluorspar from Masson Hill still being in use at 
Ecton, fluorspar from Crich was used at Butterley and 
Somercotes iron furnaces (Farey 1811, p.461).
Porter suggests the spar from Masson Hill was not 
used for the lead smelting in the 1780s.  However, in 
the 1790s accounts, which were outwith the remit of 
his research for the 2004 book, vouchers for spar for 
June 1794, April and October 1795, October 1799 and 
Deep Ecton Mine (Porter 2004, p. 146).  As part of my 
own researches into the mine, looking at documented 
details to complement and help interpret the detailed 
archaeological surveys undertaken as part of a project 
for English Heritage, I have collected details. 
Records held at Chatsworth House (including some only 
recently found) and Staffordshire Record Office can be 
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combined to form a full run of main accounts from late 
1760 to early 1811 (with one entry missing below where 
the copy was illegible), thus giving a realistic picture 
of the amounts of fluorspar supplied from Masson Hill. 
Some vouchers are missing, hence here the tonnage 
has to be estimated from the price paid.  The following 
purchases are recorded:

Because of the irregular intervals at which bills were sent, 
it is difficult to see patterning in the table above, thus a 
summary is now presented, showing tonnage in 5 year 
blocks (with estimated tonnage put in the year when it 
was likely to have been used rather than the year billed).

It seems likely that the first delivery was in late 1782 
or early 1783 and, even allowing for building up a 
stock prior to the use of fluorspar as a flux, the amount 
purchased in 1783 was exceptional. There was a steady 
drop downwards through the rest of the 1780s, before a 
more radical drop in about 1790 reflected the decline in 
ore output from the mine at this time.  Why the amount 
purchased was rising again from 1805 is not known.

The spar came from the Critchman Title in the Nestus 
Pipes at Masson Hill (Flindall and Hayes 1976, pp. 
59-64), much of which has now been removed by 
20th century opencasting (although with extensive but 
difficult to find surviving workings around ‘King Shaft’ 
remaining).  This mine had been owned by the Knowles 
family from at least 1772 and was worked underground 

through to at least c. 1850, with the mine closing 
in 1872.  Lead ore was produced regularly, with 
in excess of 2000 tons mined over the whole 100 
years. To this we can now add at least 1100 tons 
of fluorspar over just under 30 years; presumably 
spar output continued after 1810 although 
whether they found alternative markets as the 
Ecton operation wound down, closing in the mid-
1820s, is not known.
Farey noted briefly in the early 19th century that 
as well as fluorspar from Masson Hill still being 
in use at Ecton, fluorspar from Crich was used at 
Butterley and Somercotes iron furnaces (Farey 
1811, p.461).

Porter suggests the spar from Masson Hill was not 
used for the lead smelting in the 1780s.  However, 
in the 1790s accounts, which were outwith the 
remit of his research for the 2004 book, vouchers 
for spar for June 1794, April and October 1795, 
October 1799 and October 1807 all specifically 
state that the spar was for lead smelting.  The spar 
was certainly going to Ecton rather than Whiston 
from 1783 onwards.  At the former location 
from the 1780s onwards there were copper 
calciners (which presumably didn’t need a flux), 
lead smelting hearths and ‘black slag’ hearths 
(from 1887-88) from which copper and lead was 
extracted.
These early references, to gangue being produced 
in the Peak District orefield, present classic 
examples illustrating that gangue minerals were 
sometimes mined, and that we may under value 
the importance of this output.  While we know a 

relatively large amount about the lead mining because 
of the mining laws and the requirement for the Barmoot 
courts to control and record production, this was not 
the case with other minerals, from the same mines, that 
were used for a variety of purposes such a smelting, 
paint manufacture and other industrial and ornamental 
purposes.
References
Farey, J.  1811  General View of the Agriculture and 
Minerals of Derbyshire, Vol. 1.  1989 Reprint, Peak 
District Mines Historical Society, Matlock Bath.
Flindall, R. and Hayes, A.  1976  The Caverns and Mines 
of Matlock Bath: 1 The Nestus Mines.  Hartington: 
Moorland.
Porter, L.  2004  Ecton Copper Mines under the Dukes of 
Devonshire 1760-1790.  Ashbourne: Landmark.

Reported: John Barnatt

Account Date Price Tonnage
(where known)

Tonnage 
(estimated)

8 Feb. 1783 £3 / 5 / 0 25 ton 7 cwt.
10 May 1783 £5 / 9 / 4 43 ton 15 cwt.
9 Aug. 1783 £10 / 12 / 6 ---------------- c. 87 tons 
20 Dec. 1783 £11 / 8 / 7 95 ton 9 cwt.
19 June 1784 £8 / 8 / 7 67 ton 9 cwt.
19 March 1785 £11 / 5 / 6 90 ton 4 cwt.
17 Sept. 1785 £3 / 6 / 6 ---------------- c. 27 tons
6 May 1786 £4 / 1 / 7 32 ton 13 cwt.
16 Sept. 1786 £3 / 6 / 0 26 ton 8 cwt.
16 Dec. 1786 £4 / 3 / 0 33 ton 4 cwt.
4 Aug. 1787 £5 / 6 / 1 42 ton 9 cwt.
15 Dec. 1787 £4 / 18 / 6 ---------------- c. 39 tons
2 Aug. 1788 £7 / 2 / 4 56 ton 19 cwt.
1 Nov. 1788 £4 / 16 / 4 ---------------- c. 38 tons
3 June. 1789 £5 / 6 / 0 ---------------- c. 42 tons
30 Jan. 1790 £4 / 8 / 4 35 ton 5 cwt.
12 March 1791 £2 / 15 / 6 22 ton 4 cwt.
27 Oct. 1791 -- ? -- ---------------- c. 20 tons?
27 Oct. 1792 £3 / 7 / 1 26 ton 17 cwt.
26 Oct. 1793 £6 / 16 / 1 ---------------- c. 54 tons
7 June 1794 £5 / 18 / 7 47 ton 9 cwt.
25 April 1795 £3 / 13 / 4 29 ton 7 cwt.
22 Oct. 1796 £3 / 9 / 4 27 ton 15 cwt.
21 Oct. 1797 £2 / 4 / 6 17 ton 16 cwt.
19 Oct. 1799 £2 / 7 / 4 18 ton 19 cwt.
17 Oct. 1801 £1 / 9 / 0 ---------------- c. 12 tons
27 Aug. 1803 £0 / 19 / 4 7 ton 15 cwt.
23 Nov. 1805 £3 / 11 / 6 23 ton 12 cwt.
10 Oct. 1807 £4 / 6 / 7 34 ton 13 cwt.
9 April 1809 £4 / 13 / 1 39 ton 13 cwt.
5 Jan. 1811 £1 / 15 / 9 ---------------- c. 15 tons

Total: £144 / 11 / 2 845 ton 2 cwt. c. 334 tons

1782-1784 c. 380 tons 1795-1799 c.   65 tons
1785-1789 c. 400 tons 1800-1804 c.   20 tons
1790-1794 c. 125 tons 1805-1809 c. 100 tons
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High-Level Sough, Maury Vein, Millers 
Dale, Derbyshire SK 14888 73032. 
A recent visit to this vein which traverses steeply 
down the southern (Priestcliffe) side of Millers 
Dale, has examined the location of a probable sough 
driven into the vein pre-1653 and known as Burton’s 
Sough.  Rieuwerts (2008) notes its likely location and 
gives historical details concerning it.  Near the given 
reference, located on the very steep daleside at the 
900ft contour, is an iron plate covering a trough that 
collects water flowing from scree/mine rubbish.  The 
water collected here flows in an iron pipe to a series of 
three makeshift troughs, one a half-boiler of railway/
quarrying/mining vintage, one the body of a quarry 
jubilee truck and the other a long narrow vessel of 
unknown origin, located here to water livestock.
This location is at the top of the Upper Millers Dale 
Lava, and within 15 metres of the line of the vein as 
shown on the 1:10560 Geological Survey map.  The 
sough would probably have been driven in the limestone 
immediately above the lava, the most advantageous place 
to drain the workings above this stratum (but while this is 
likely, this geological horizon is also a common place for 
springs to occur and hence we cannot fully confirm this 
as the location of the sough).
Rieuwerts, J. H. 2008.  Lead Mining in  Derbyshire:  
History, Development & Drainage.  2: Millers Dale to 
Alport and Dovedale.  Landmark Publishing. Ashbourne.

Present: Chris Heathcote, Adam Russell, Phil Shaw, 
Steve Thompson

Reported by: Chris Heathcote

Possible Sough to a Coal Mine, Bugsworth, 
Derbyshire SK 0165 8265.
At the given reference, to the west of Bugsworth, is 
what appears to be a sough draining coal workings that 
lie to the north of the River Goyt.  Situated between 
the site of the ruined Brittania Wire Works Mill and the 
River Goyt an overgrown walled channel issues ochre-
coloured water into the river.  The flow of water alters 
with increased rainfall.  On large scale maps, annotated 
by George Eagle, Barmaster and Mining Engineer/
Surveyor in the early 20th century, he shows two shafts 
to the immediate east of the mill building.  These may 
be airshafts onto the sough, although this is unclear.  It 
should be noted that the sough tail, which lies on private 
land, can only be observed from the towpath of the Peak 
Forest Canal (Bugsworth Branch).

Reported by: Chris Heathcote
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 
High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 
Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
email:  john.barnatt@btinternet.com

The 2011 NAMHO Conference
The 2011 NAMHO conference will be held from 
the 29th of July to the 1st of August (with activities 
continuing around Shropshire through the following 
week) at the Preston Montford Field Centre, Montford 
Bridge, Shrewsbury.
( http://www.field-studies-council.org/prestonmontford/ )
This delightful Queen Anne country house lies by the 
River Severn to the west of Shrewsbury and is set in 12 
hectares of grassland and woodland.  It is close to the 
A5 and the Welsh and Shropshire Hills.  Ironbridge, 
the ‘Birthplace of the Industrial Revolution’, is a short 
distance away.
There is accommodation on-site for 120 people with two 
drying rooms, dining facilities and bar, plus camping 
facilities.  Space will be available for those staying on 
during the following week.
The conference lecture programme will run on the 
Saturday and Sunday with a series of surface and 
underground trips from the Friday lunchtime until at 
least the Wednesday of the following week, for those 
wishing to extend their stay.  Some of the field trips will 
be re-run during the week to allow attendance at lectures 
without missing underground trips.  It is intended that 
there will be a set of conference proceedings.
A Conference Dinner will be held on the Saturday 
evening, and a special event on the Sunday evening is to 
be hosted by the Shropshire Caving and Mining Club in 
celebration of its 50th anniversary; the evening meal will 
be free to delegates.
The theme of the conference is ‘50 Years of Mine 
Exploration’.  Fifty years ago, there was little interest in 
industrial archaeology and many important mine sites 
were lost to neglect or the bulldozer. Many more would 
have been permanently lost but for the efforts of mine 
explorers.
Following the welcome evening on Friday, a full 
programme of lectures is planned on Saturday and 
Sunday with parallel threads in separate rooms. 
Particular emphasis will be given to practical mine 
exploration over the years with subjects ranging from the 
local to the international.  Speakers include George Hall, 
who reminisces about his early explorations with David 
Bick, Rob Vernon on the Mines of Spain, Dave Linton, 
Ivor Brown and many more.  There will be facilities for 
posters, club stands and trade stands, including Starless 
River’s mobile showroom.
There will also be an extensive and complementary 
programme of surface and underground trips to lesser-
known parts of Shropshire’s mining history, as well as 
some longer trips further afield.  Underground trips will 
include a winch trip at Snailbeach, and will range from 
simple walk-in mines to some serious through or round 
trips with SRT. 
Full information and booking details are available from 
the NAMHO Conference website

http://www.namhoconference.org.uk/

mailto:john.barnatt@btinternet.com
http://www.field-studies-council.org/prestonmontford/
http://www.namhoconference.org.uk/
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Owlet Hole Clean-up
After the recent work at Dunsley Springs Level, Dave 
Webb asked me whether some tidying work could be 
done at Owlet Hole mine, as there were various bits 
and pieces left over from past stabilisation work still in 
the mine.  So, on a cold and windy January day, Dave, 
Steve Thompson and I cunningly avoided freezing half 
to death on the exposed hillside at Watergrove with the 
rest of the Conservation Team and instead headed up the 
hillside to Owlet.  The first challenge was getting an old 
15 foot ladder and a scaffolding pole back up the shaft 
but we managed this with a minimum of rude words.  
Assorted old sacks and tubs were gathered up and 
removed, while in the lower levels we collected together 
various old bits of metal, sacks and other stuff for later 
removal.  Various spare sections of plastic guttering 
which formerly (before the present piping was installed) 
carried  water from the mine into the wishing well at 
Gulliver’s Kingdom were collected together and stacked.  
We also moved various bits of angle iron to near the adit 
entrance, which has now been fitted with a new lock.
A subsequent visit by myself and John Wood took care 
of the angle iron and some corrugated iron sheets, so 
apart from a few bits and pieces still to remove, the place 
is looking a lot tidier.
Please note that the key to the adit gate will not normally 
be given out due to the state of the deads near this, so 
anyone wishing to visit  the mine should call at the 
Museum and get the key for the shaft lid.

Adam Russell

Warning:  Collapse at Odin Mine
Society member Phil Wolstenhome visited  Odin Mine 
on Friday the 18th of February and discovered that there 
had been a recent collapse in the entrance passage at the 
foot of the handline climb, leaving a deep hole in the 
floor, and the rubble from this collapse had landed at the 
end of the stone stempled passage leading to the cartgate 
chamber.  Initially it was thought  some of the stone 
stemples had been lost in the collapse, but comparison of 
photos taken before and after this collapse have shown 
that only some of the rubble held on the stemples has 
been brought down, the stemples themselves are still in 
position.  This has been reported to the landowners (the 
National Trust), the DCA, and English Heritage, but for 
the time being the National Trust want everyone to keep 
out of the mine – signs to that effect have been posted 
near the entrance and the DCA have publicised this also.
Assessments of the stability of the collapsed area and 
also impact on the archaeology are in hand, but I would 
like to impress on all Society members the importance 
of staying out of this mine so as not to jeopardise future 
underground access to the site.  Discussions are ongoing 
between all interested parties (I am representing the 
Society in these), and I will provide updates through the 
newsletter and the website as and when appropriate.

Adam Russell
PDMHS Conservation Officer

Obituary
Christopher William Morris, 1946 - 2010
Chris, an active member of the Magpie Field Centre 
maintenance team, died suddenly on the 8th of 
December 2010.
Born in Kilburn,  near Belper, Chris lived all his life in 
Derbyshire.  After a period in the Hope Valley, when he 
worked at the cement works, he finally settled in Buxton.
He first made himself known at Magpie when the cottage 
was being rebuilt, he used to arrive with his dog Sheba.
It was not long before he became fully involved in all 
the aspects of the reconstruction works and his many 
practical skills were appreciated.
He was also a useful contact for material supplies as he 
was a rectification worker for a large building company.  
There were several sites which were nearing completion 
and the new regulations regarding disposal of materials 
were taking effect.  Chris had the blessing of the 
company management to take any remaining materials 
for use at Magpie and in the Society, saving the 
company disposal costs as well as making considerable 
savings for the Society.  On completion of the cottage he 
was always ready to undertake any repair/maintenance 
across the whole site.
Chris was a person of few words and was happiest 
just getting on with job in hand, either on his own or 
with other members of the team.  When the work was 
complete he would just say, “ I’m off ” having little time 
for chatter.
It was appropriate that Chris’s efforts were recognized 
when he was presented with “Harold Sarjeant 
Conservation Award” in 1998, although typically we had 
to take the certificate to him amidst his protest “It wasn’t 
just me”.  He could also be relied on to visit the site 
whenever there was a problem, whatever the cause.
Plans were being discussed for the next phase of work 
at the Magpie site when he died in the severe cold spell 
before Christmas.
Seventeen members of the Society attended his funeral 
in Derby.  He is survived by his father and brother.
He leaves a large hole to fill.

Mike & Mave  Luff 

For Sale:  Caving & Mining Films
The following  films by Ralph Johnson (IntroAct) are 
available:  Sorry, all these films are VHS Video.

“Shout”, a Derbyshire Cave Rescue Organisation 
Compilation.
Sidetrack Cave (Eldon Hill Quarry, near Castleton)

Very limited stock, with three copies of “Shout” and 
one copy of Sidetrack Cave!  (Astbury Hydraulic 
Lime Company and Peak Cavern  films have been sold 
already !!!)  All films are Free, with a donation to the 
Derbyshire Cave Rescue Organisation.
Please contact Paul Chandler on 01246 220773 or  
 email:  paulchandler3@btinternet.com

mailto:paulchandler3@btinternet.com
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Trapped Man Rescued From Disused Lead Mine
Miners Heroic Work Through The Night

Mr. Bernard Watson, a 26 year old Bank Clerk of Litton 
House, Bawtry Road, Rotherham was rescued at 5 o’clock 
this morning from the shaft of a disused lead mine at 
Middleton Dale, Derbyshire, in which he became trapped by a 
fall of stones on Sunday afternoon. He had been partly buried 
in the shaft for 13 hours.
Coal miners from Chesterfield worked, in dire peril of their 
own lives, throughout the night to extricate him and shortly 
after dawn their heroic efforts were rewarded.
Mr. Watson was cave exploring with four friends. He 
had gone down the shaft of the disused mine at 4 o’clock 
yesterday afternoon when, without warning, the sides caved 
in and buried him up to the armpits.
Mr. Watson is the secretary of the Rotherham Cave and 
Climbing Club.
After being trapped for 13 hours in a dis-used lead mine at 
Middleton Dale near Eyam, Derbyshire, Mr. Bernard Watson 
was rescued alive at 5 a.m. today. Mr. Watson, who is the 
secretary of the Rotherham Cave and Climbing Club, was 
exploring a lead mine along with 4 of his fellow members 
on Sunday afternoon.  The mine is near the top of the cliff in 
Middleton Dale. The party had penetrated about 150 yards 
down the shaft (read:- along the level) which runs into the 
hillside.
Mr. Watson was leading and, clambering down a 15 feet 
vertical shaft, was amazed when without warning the sides 
fell in and buried him to his armpits.
His friends endeavoured to extricate him but soon realised 
that the task of releasing him was more that they could 
accomplish, so the police were informed.  Meanwhile Robert 
Hibberson of Sheffield, a young miner who works at the 
Orgreave Colliery, volunteered his assistance and he was 
quickly followed by 2 members of the Peak District Fire 
Brigade, Kenneth Daniels and Harry Ellis, both of Eyam.
After Mr. Watson had been imprisoned for 4 hours 
Mr. G. Nicholson, the agent of the Markham Main Collieries, 
who lives at Eyam, got in touch with the Chesterfield Rescue 
Station of the North Midlands Coal Owners Rescue Stations 
Co. Ltd., and a rescue team and Superintendent J.P. Taylor 
set about what proved to be a much greater task than was first 
anticipated.
They were quickly joined by Mr. J. Rhodes the underground 
manager of the Millclose Lead Mines, Matlock and 
Mr. W Spencer, the electrician of the mine.

Time and time again the efforts of the rescuers were frustrated 
by further falls of stone but Mr. Watson bore his ordeal with 
tremendous fortitude.  He wore the skin off his fingers with 
picking up stones and putting them into a bucket which was 
then raised to the top of the shaft and then emptied.
Pit props were cut into lengths by a band of willing helpers on 
the narrow ledge high up the cliff side at the entrance to the 
mine.  These were used to shore up the shaft as, foot by foot 
the rescuers made their way to the buried man.
When the supply of wood gave out Mr. L. Mason, a Stoney 
Middleton joiner took his cart down to his shop and quickly 
sawed up a number of planks to the required lengths.  Up the 
cliff sides hikers, motorists and villagers carried the timber 
at an alarming pace.  One slip on their part and they would 
have rolled right down the hillside into the roadway below.  
Stimulants were passed down the mine to the imprisoned man 
from time to time. Encouraging reports came to the waiting 
crowds that the rescue team were slowly getting Mr. Watson 
free but a little later it was stated that more stone had fallen 
down the shaft.
With expert skill the sides were baulked with timber and the 
strenuous efforts of the rescuers were rewarded at 4.45 am 
when they at last liberated Mr. Watson.  It was expected that 
he would collapse but to the amazement of all after a few 
minutes of rest he clambered through the 160 yard passage 
and emerged into the open once more at 5 o’clock, after an 
ordeal lasting 13 hours.
Mr. Watson’s father, who had been waiting since midnight 
at the entrance was the first to greet his son “How are you 
Bernard” he asked and Mr. Watson replied “All right father”.  
Mr. Watson then spoke of the marvellous work of the 
rescuers.  He said:- The rescuers have been splendid, I cannot 
praise them enough, I do not know how Mr. Taylor has done 
it, they have all been marvellous.  He then walked down the 
hillside unaided and as he went he said “It was the last lead 
mine he would ever go down”.  Asked how he felt when he 
was imprisoned he replied “Not as bad as I expected”
Although an ambulance was waiting to take him home 
he preferred to go in the motor car of his father’s friend, 
Detective Sargeant Shaw of Rotherham.
The rescuers were of the opinion that the task they had 
accomplished was as difficult as they had ever tackled.

If any reader knows which mine this refers to, or has any 
knowledge of the people referred to, or indeed is related to 
them, would they please write in to the newsletter.

Dave Weston

Lead Mine Featured in 1935 Newspaper
When I was a boy living in Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, in approximately 1948/9 I well remember my father finding a 
newspaper within a wooden window frame that he was replacing.  This was a copy of the local newspaper which is still 
in circulation to this day within the area and is almost entirely devoted to local news, and I recall that father expressed 
surprise that the headline concerned a lead mine in Derbyshire, well out of our district (particularly so in 1935).
During a recent clear-out of old family documents etc, I was pleased to re-discover it and reproduce the article as follows:-
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New Online Mining Resources
Recently twenty-one of the twenty-seven “Special 
Reports on the Mineral Resources of Great Britain”, 
published as Memoirs of the Geological Society, have 
been put online.  The reports were scanned in high 
resolution and published online by the University of 
Toronto’s Gerstein Science Information Centre.  They 
are available for reading online, in a selection of ebook 
formats, as searchable PDF files, or as a searchable (but 
not very pretty !!!) text file.  The selection currently 
available (December 2010) is:-

Vol. 1:  Tungsten and Manganese Ores.  (3rd Edn., 1923)
www.archive.org/details/specialreportson01geol

Vol. 2:  Barytes and Witherite.  (3rd Edn., 1922)
www.archive.org/details/specialreportson02geol

Vol. 4:  Fluorspar.  (3rd Edn., 1922)
www.archive.org/details/specialreportson04geol

Vol. 5:  Potash-Felspar, Phosphate of Lime, Alum 
Shales, Plumbago or Graphite, Molybdenite, Chromite, 
Talc and Steatite (Soapstone, Soap-Rock and Potstone), 
Diatomite.  (1917)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson05geol

Vol. 6:  Refractory Materials:  Canister and Silica 
Rock, Sand for Open-Hearth Steel Furnaces, Dolomite.  
Resources and Geology.  (2nd Edn., 1920)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson06geol

Vol. 9:  Iron Ores (contd.).  Sundry Unbedded Ores of 
Durham, East Cumberland, North Wales, Derbyshire, 
The Isle of Man, Bristol District and Somerset, Devon 
and Cornwall.  (1919)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson09geol

Vol. 11:  Iron Ores (contd.).  The Iron Ores of Scotland.  
(1920)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson11geol

Vol. 12:  Iron Ores (contd.). Bedded Ores of the Lias, 
Oolites and Later Formations in England.  (1920)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson12geol

Vol. 13:  Iron Ores (contd.).  Pre-Carboniferous and 
Carboniferous Bedded Ores of England and Wales.  
(1920)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson13geol

Vol. 14:  Refractory Materials:  Fireclays.  Resources 
and Geology.  (1920)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson14geol

Vol. 16:  Refractory Materials:  Ganister and Silica-
Rock, Sand for Open-Hearth Steel Furnaces, Dolomite.  
Petrography and Chemistry.  (1920)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson16geol

Vol. 17:  The Lead, Zinc, Copper and Nickel Ores of 
Scotland.  (1921)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson17geol

Vol. 19:  Lead and Zinc Ores in the Carboniferous Rocks 
of North Wales.  (1921)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson19geol

Vol. 20:  Lead and Zinc:  The Mining District of North 
Cardiganshire and West Montgomeryshire.  (1922)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson20geol

Vol. 21:  Lead, Silver-Lead and Zinc Ores of Cornwall, 
Devon and Somerset.  (1921)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson21geol

Vol. 22:  Lead and Zinc Ores of the Lake District.  
(1921)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson22geol

Vol. 23:  Lead and Zinc Ores in the Pre-Carboniferous 
Rocks of West Shropshire and North Wales.  (1922)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson23geol

Vol. 24:  Cannel Coals, Lignite and Mineral Oil in 
Scotland.  (1922)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson24geol

Vol. 25:  Lead and Zinc Ores of Northumberland and 
Alston Moor.  (1923)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson25geol

Vol. 26:  Lead and Zinc Ores of Durham, Yorkshire and 
Derbyshire, with Notes on the Isle of Man.  (1923)

www.archive.org/details/specialreportson26geol

Vol. 27:  Copper Ores of Cornwall and Devon.  (1923)
www.archive.org/details/specialreportson27geol

Members who wish to download any of these resources, 
and who are still using clockwork Internet access should 
note that some of the PDF files in particular are rather 
large.  They would be well advised to make a pot of tea 
and read a good book while the download takes place !!!
Thanks to Adam Russell, who originally found 
information about these documents on the Aditnow 
website (www.aditnow.co.uk/).

Steve Thompson

PDMHS  e-Newsletter

To subscribe to the e-newsletter please email your name 
and postal address, to:- newsletter@pdmhs.com 

Steve Thompson

The PDMHS Newsletter 
is available in electronic 
form as a PDF file.
You can choose to receive 
it by email in addition 
to the paper copy sent by 
post to all members.

http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson01geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson02geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson04geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson05geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson06geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson09geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson11geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson12geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson13geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson14geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson16geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson17geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson19geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson20geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson21geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson22geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson23geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson24geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson25geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson26geol
http://www.archive.org/details/specialreportson27geol
http://www.aditnow.co.uk/
mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com
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The Future of the Museum !!!

Our landlords, Derbyshire Dales District Council, wish 
to divest themselves of the building we occupy.  As 
a result of this a group of local business people have 
initiated a Save the Pavilion Campaign.  It has been 
apparent to us for many years that the council could not 
afford the upkeep of the Pavilion and particularly since 
the night club, which occupied the upper floors, closed 
some two years ago, as the building has been allowed to 
dilapidate even further.
The Save the Pavilion Group’s aims are to 
acquire the entire building and restore it to its 
former glory and host events such as:  Theatre 
and Performing Arts; Dancing; Fashion 
Shows; Exhibitions etc.  The building will be 
totally refurbished and they envisage costs of 
£2,250,000.  Alterations will be made to the 
façade and the interior layout.  The Museum 
will feature as an integral part of their plan as 
an established cultural attraction.  Negotiations 
are now at an advanced stage with the council 
and they are hoping to get a firm decision at 
their next meeting on 17th February and take 
over at the end of March or end of June this 
year.
It would appear that the council will assign our 
lease over to ‘The Grand Pavilion Ltd.’, which 
will be a charitable trust, and will become our 
Landlords.  The Grand Pavilion Ltd will have an initial 3 
year lease from the council and will report to the council 
on a six monthly basis.  On the production of the 5th 
report, the council will decide whether or not to sell the 
building to the trust for a nominal sum.  The Museum 
will have representation on the Board of Trustees.  Our 

only concern is that the grant that we have received 
from the district council for many years to offset the 
commercial rent we pay will be withdrawn.  This grant 
has been a lifeline for our existence and would cause 
major financial ramifications if it is withdrawn. 
If you wish to learn more about the future of the Pavilion 
it can be found on:  www.savethepavilion.co.uk.

Robin Hall

We’re Going To Be On The Telly !!!
At the end of last year we were contacted by the 
producer of the BBC’s Inside Out programme who 
was looking for a Museum to feature in a new series 
of Inside Out for Central Television.  The aim is to 
improve the Museum’s profile, visitor numbers etc.; 
the presenter is be Geoff Burch who is a best-selling 
author and who troubleshoots small retail businesses.
As a result of this we were visited by Geoff and the 
film crew early in January.  He highlighted various 
deficiencies which we have taken on board and we 
are doing our best to carry out his suggestions.  They 
have designed a new poster for us to display outside 

and have suggested a rebranding exercise, with a view 
to making the Museum more appealing to a larger 
audience.  They will monitor our progress over the 
next few months.  The programme is due to go out 
some time in September of this year.

Robin Hall

Photo: Steve Thompson

Managing our Archives and Artefacts
When we applied for Accreditation through the 
Museums and Libraries Council we advised them that 
one of our priorities was that all artefacts and the books 
in the library would be recorded digitally.  As a result of 
this we acquired the Modes Compact Programme with 
the help of funding amounting to £2000 from Derby 
Museum so that this work could be done.  A camera and 
colour scanner were also purchased from this grant.  The 
entries on the database are obviously a very large task 

to undertake and we therefore applied for funding to 
the Esmée Fairburn Foundation to cover the wages for 
a data input clerk and extra heating expenses etc.  We 
are pleased to announce that funding of £20,115 has 
been granted to cover a 3 year period for the work to be 
done.  We plan for this to be carried out over the winter 
months.  This will enable better management of our 
artefacts and eventually we hope it will be available for 
visitors to access via an in-house computer system.

Robin Hall

Photo: Robin Hall

http://www.savethepavilion.co.uk/


12

Printed by: www.folderprint.co.uk  short-run folder printing

Book Reviews:
“The Mines of the Peak District Volume 3 
– Bradwell and Castleton” and
“Volume 4 – Bakewell and Lathkill Dale”
by Byron Machin, Sevenstones publishing, 
£5 per volume.
These two guides are part of a series which the author 
states are intended as a comprehensive guide to the 
accessible mines of the Peak District.  Although Volumes 
1 and 2 of this series had some merit as a basic site guide 
for anyone who doesn’t have easy access to old PDMHS 
bulletins, I have to say this is not the case for these later 
volumes.
Both volumes are riddled with spelling and grammatical 
mistakes, which coming from someone who apparently 
works as a teacher I find quite worrying.  Also, there 
are glaring content errors, in particular Hubberdale 
(aka Whale) Sough is now apparently located in 
Bradwell, several miles from its actual location between 
Taddington and Sheldon!
Several of the entries in  Volume 3 look to have been 
taken from the first edition of  “Caves of the Peak 
District” with only minor changes to John Beck’s 
original wording, and some of the people given as 
contacts, either for access to a site or for a particular 
society, are now dead.  This lack of checking also 
extends to the mines themselves, sites such as Crosslow 
Caverns and Wardlow Sough, which have been run-
in and inaccessible for quite some time, have been 
uncritically included in these guides.  Overall there does 
not appear to be much in the way of original research in 
these two guides, just a re-hashing of entries from other 
publications.
I would strongly advise Society members to avoid these, 
and I’m glad I got them from Mike Moore at clearance 
price rather than paying the full cost.  For the “sporting” 
caver wanting details of sites to explore, the recently-
released second edition of  “Caves of the Peak District” 
is by far a better  choice, while for general interest in 
the mines, I would suggest anyone who doesn’t already 
possess a copy goes to the Mining Museum and spends 
what it would cost to buy both these volumes on a copy 
of  “Lead Mining in the Peak District”.  I hear that the 
author is planning to publish all four parts as a single 
volume this year but, given how poor these two volumes 
are, if there is a collected volume produced I wouldn’t 
recommend buying that either.

Adam Russell

For Sale
Adam Brunskill by Thomas Armstrong, published by 
Collins 1952, reprinted 1967.
In good condition with original dust jacket.
Offers over £10.
Contact Mave Luff on MagpieBookings@pdmhs.com

Errata:
Mining History 17:5.  A History and 
Gazetteer of the Lead Mines within 
Bradwell Liberty, Derbyshire:  1216-1890
In my recently published paper concerning the lead 
mines within Bradwell Liberty (Mining History 17:5), I 
made an error which needs correction.  In the ‘Incidental 
Mining Notes’ section (page 77) I stated that the local 
farmer told Jim Rieuwerts that the coal shaft was sunk 
in the 1930s.  This is certainly not the case and is totally 
incorrect.  The shaft was sunk prior to this date, but 
when remains unknown.  I send my sincere apologies to 
Jim for my error regarding this matter.

Chris Heathcote

PDMHS Newsletter No. 137, January 2011. 
Observations & Discoveries Part 36
In my report of the excavation at Chelmorton Low 
last summer, I said that the bank was clearly visible 
on an early 1970s Ordnance Survey aerial photograph 
of the area. Having recently found the original notes I 
made when I saw this photograph, at the time I wrote 
“banks not clear, pitting v. apparent” but at some point 
since then I seem to have forgotten the “not” and have 
confidently been telling people that the banks were 
visible on the photo.  However, it seems I must make a 
red-faced admission of faulty memory on this, and state 
publicly that the banks aren’t visible on the aerial photo, 
and so almost certainly weren’t there at that time.

Adam Russell

PDMHS Newsletter, July 2011
The deadline for the next edition of the Newsletter is 
Wednesday the 1st of June 2011.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com
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The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided that 
acknowledgment is made of the source.

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
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