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Newsletter No. 141  January 2012

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Membership Renewal 2011 - 2012
If there is a cross in the box below then you have not 
renewed your membership for the current year.  Please 
renew now.

The current membership rates are:
 Individual: £ 21.00
 Joint:  £ 23.00
 Family:  £ 25.00
 Institutional: £ 27.00

Subscriptions should be sent to:
Mr. W J Taylor, Membership Secretary, 18 Station Lane, 
Walton on Trent, SWADLINCOTE, DE12 8NA

Annual General Meeting
The Thirty Seventh Annual General Meeting of the 
Peak District Mines Historical Society Limited was 
held in the Pump Room of the Peak District Mining 
Museum, Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, 
Derbyshire, on Saturday the 26th of November 2011.
The Directors’ Report and the Accounts for the year 
ending the 31st of March 2011 were accepted.

Chairman’s Report
A very good afternoon everyone and welcome to the 
AGM of the Peak District Mines Historical Society. Yet 
another year has gone by and once again I stand in front 
of you to issue my report.  The Society has had another 
busy and successful year, in which it has held various 
social functions and numerous meets, so here is my brief 
summary of the Society’s activities.
Conservation:  The Society’s major project, excavating 
the Newcomen pumping engine house near Wardlow 
Mires is still continuing, led by Chris Heathcote and 
Dr. John Barnatt and ably assisted by the members of 
the Conservation Team.  My thanks go Adam Russell 
as Conservation Officer for his valuable work on other 
aspects of conservation which arise in the Peak District.
Mining Museum:  Trading at the Museum this year has 
been particularly poor.  The recession would appear to be 
making its mark on visitors to Matlock Bath, people are 
thinking twice about how they spend their money.
Our footfall at the door is down by 5% compared with 
the same period last year (January to October) and a 
significant reduction since 2009.  Shop sales for the same 
period are down by 4.6% and school visits, which do help 
to boost shop sales, were just 45 - compared to 54 last 
year.  We have altered our opening times this winter and 

now close on Monday and Tuesdays, saving on energy 
and wages, and easing staff recruitment during the winter 
period.  For the financial year ended 31st March 2011 we 
managed to achieve a £1548.00 Surplus.
At the beginning of the year we were successful in being 
awarded a grant from the Esmee Fairburn Foundation 
of just under £21,000 to create a digital database of the 
Museum’s archival collection.  In the main this was to 
pay wages for someone to undertake the work necessary 
to create the data base.  I am pleased to inform you that 
our Laura Smith was the successful candidate in the 
application and interviews process, she has now started 
this work which is funded for the next three winters.
We have also been successful with a grant from the Arts 
Council of England for their “Big Draw”.  This event, 
supported by the National Lottery, aims to get more 
people drawing.  Just over £1,100 paid for art materials, 
artist’s fees and transport to the Museum.  Sixty primary 
school children took part using the Museum and Temple 
Mine for inspiration.  All enjoyed the event and we hope 
to take part in the “Big Draw” again in the future.
This year has seen the Museum involved with the BBC 
“Inside Out” programme.  The programme’s business 
guru Geoff Birch has made a number of suggestions 
whereby we could try to increase visitor numbers.  Brian 
Woodall, dressed in miner’s garb, and Maxine in long 
skirt and bonnet have talked to families and groups 
about the Museum and handed out leaflets whilst being 
filmed.  Robin has attended an Entrepreneurial Museum 
conference in Birmingham and visited the Roald 
Dahl Museum and Story Centre at Great Missenden, 
Buckinghamshire, one of Geoff’s flagship museums.  
The BBC have designed a new logo for us, this is 
now displayed on the forecourt and on boards near the 
roadside. The programme will go out in December 2011.
The Museum hosted the East Midlands Industrial 
Archaeology conference in May, 70 delegates attended.  
Papers were presented by Jim Rieuwerts and John 
Barnatt, and David Webb showed his film “The Hollow 
Hill” – the story of the Ecton Mines
The Society, through the Museum, will publish Volume 4 
of Jim Rieuwerts’ series  “Lead Mining In Derbyshire”.  
We hope to go to press early in the new year, when we 
will hold a book launch day at the Museum. 350 copies 
will be produced with a selling price of £23.99.
The Pavilion acquisition is ongoing.  The group have 
been granted a three year Head Lease with an option 
to buy the building at the end of that three year period 
subject to funding being in place.  It is hoped that the 
lease will be ready for signature towards the end of this 
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year; we will then pay our rent to the new organisation.  
Local Heritage Lottery representatives have suggested the 
creation of a Heritage Centre on site, this would attract 
additional funding of up to £50,000.  It has now been 
agreed that the Mining Museum will operate the Heritage 
Centre as part of the Museum.  Several ideas have 
emerged so far such as seasonal themes, audio-visual 
presentations, Matlock Bath at War, and many more.
828 people have now joined “Friends of the Pavilion”, 
applications forms are available in the Museum shop.
Magpie Mine:  The past year has been another successful 
one at Magpie Field Centre. The Cottage is well used by 
members and their families and friends, and a core of 
members continue to support the work of the Centre.
Visits under the Environmental Stewardship Scheme have 
increased and are well supported, providing a beneficial 
source of income for the Society’s continued maintenance 
of the site.  Magpie was opened to the public on Saturday 
the 10th of September, the National Heritage Open Day.  
Maintenance work like scrub clearance will be completed 
this winter, and tree felling in the Dirty Red Soil copse 
was done by the Peak District National Park Authority. 
Crich Project:  February saw the untimely death of Mick 
Bridges, a close friend and much valued member of the 
Society. Mick was very active within the Society, always 
attending the guided walks and underground meets, and 
helping out wherever required.  But where Mick will be 
most missed, of course, is at Crich.  For many years Mick 
has spearheaded the team making the Wakebridge display 
the attraction it is today, he will be sadly be missed by 
all who knew him.  Lilian continues to run the display, 
mainly working in the little shop she has up there.  Thank 
you to Lilian for her valuable input and also to her 
dedicated team of helpers for their continued support in 
keeping the Wakebridge display clean and tidy.
Bulletin:  As usual the Bulletin continues to produce 
detailed accounts of mining history. Everyone has been 
waiting for the High Rake issue, prepared by Dr. John 
Barnatt, which will give an in-depth account of the 
history, geology and working of the mine.  Thanks to 
Richard Shaw and all who help make our Bulletin one of 
the best in the world.
Newsletter:  The Newsletter keeps members up to date 
with forthcoming events and includes excellent articles on 
mining activity in Derbyshire.  Thanks to all those who 
write these articles and help put the Newsletter together.
Website:  The website keeps people in touch with Society 
events and help people researching mining history. A big 
thank you to Niki Adlam Stiles for her hard work.
Training:  Training this year has included cave 
surveying, ladder and lifeline, and SRT training.  Thank 
you to Martin Long for his work as Training Co-ordinator.
Meets:  A variety of meets have taken place during 2011 
including film shows, guided walks, and a winch meet 
kindly put on by the Wirksworth Mines Research Group.  
One new thing this year was a series of evening walks to 
see villages by street lights and help bring their history to 
life in a new way.  Thanks to all who came on the walks, 
those who led them, those who presented the audio-visual 

evenings, and to Robin and Maxine who opened the 
Museum for film shows and provided the refreshments.
Heritage Day:  By 12.00 the refreshment stall and 
souvenir stall were manned, the car park attendants and 
mine guides were on stand-by, but one thing missing was 
visitors. Slowly they began to appear and by 5.00 we 
had shown over 30 people around the site.   Thanks to 
everyone who helped make the day such a success.
Barmote Event:  The annual Barmote Event was held at 
the Mining Museum on Wednesday the 19th of October, 
and was as well attended as always.  Films included “Ore 
to Orchids” by Mat Adlam-Stiles, and “The Hollow Hill”, 
about the Ecton Copper Mines, by David Webb.  Guests 
enjoyed a buffet provided by Brook Bottom Catering, and 
the traditional clay pipes were presented to the nine new 
members present.  Thanks to everyone whose work made 
the event possible.
In conclusion, the Society continues to push forward, and 
offer the very best it can to members new and old.  After 
the AGM you’ll be able to enjoy a Miners’ Buffet, maybe 
washed down with a pint or two.  Thanks to Robin and 
Keith for the arrangements, and thank you for attending.  
Keep up the good work and help the Society and the 
Museum make 2012 a good and eventful year.
Finally I would like to wish you and your families a very 
Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.

Tony Wood

Election of Directors
The elected Directors of the Society for 2011/12 are:-
Chairman Mr. A. Wood
Deputy Chairman Mr. K. Gregory
Hon. Secretary Mr. D. Weston
Hon. Treasurer Mr. D. Gough
Hon. Recorder Mr. D. Williams
Hon. Editor Mr. R. Shaw
Ordinary Members Mr. M. Long Mr. M.J. Luff
 Mr. A. Mutter Mr. A. Russell
 Mr. S. Thompson Mr. D. Webb *
* To be co-opted at the first Council Meeting of 2012

Letter to the Editor
Society Meets Programme
I would like to thank Tony for putting together an 
excellent and comprehensive Meets programme in the 
October Newsletter No. 140.  There was something for 
virtually all interests, from walks, through to winch trips 
down deep Derbyshire mines!  The number of meets 
(19) was astounding, having been the previous Society 
Meets Co-ordinator, I came close to that number, but not 
quite.  Tony should also be congratulated for ‘thinking 
out of the box’, by arranging his “Night walks” and non-
mining walks. Finally, Tony is working his socks off for 
the Society, not only leading the majority of the Society 
meets advertised, but also co-ordinating both the Barmote 
Event and the Heritage Open Day at Magpie Mine,  and 
of course not forgetting his duties as Society Chairman!  
Tony, I hope that you are getting the support of Society 
members that you deserve.  

Paul Chandler
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PDMHS Newsletter - The 50th Anniversary
Newsletter No. 1  -  15th January 1962

Less than three years after the foundation of 
the Society in April 1959 the very first PDMHS 
Newsletter was published.
This first newsletter was a simple typed and 
duplicated single sheet of Foolscap paper  (13 
inches by 8 inches, for those younger members 
who have never encountered this size !!!), 
taking up just over one side of the sheet.
This newsletter clearly shows just how active 
the Society was at this early date, with a 
comprehensive program of six field meetings 
and three lectures, each lecture involving two 
speakers, over the next six months.
One interesting contrast with the field meetings 
of today is that this newsletter included full 
details of the bus services needed to travel to, 
and return from, the first of these meets.
One thing seems to have changed little with 
the passing years, the number of members 
attending the Annual General Meeting and the 
“excellent dinner” which followed - 50 and 60 
respectively - is quite similar to the attendance 
we see at these events today.
This series of newsletters continued until issue 
No. 76, then in October 1975 the newsletter 
was relaunched, starting again at issue No. 
1.  This sequence has continued to the present 
day, with this current issue, No. 141, being the 
217th newsletter overall - a remarkable average 
of just over four issues per year.
If any PDMHS members wish to refer to these 
early newsletters today comprehensive sets 
are available in the Society’s archives at the 
Peak District Mining Museum and at the Local 
Studies Library in Matlock.

Steve Thompson

PDMHS Awards 2011
Peak Mines Award (Best Peak District 
article in Mining History)
Awarded jointly to Chris Heathcote, John Hunter and 
Dave Williams for their contributions as co-authors of 
the outstanding High Rake report (Mining History Vol. 
18 parts 1 and 2).

Harold Sarjeant Conservation Award
Awarded jointly to the Ecton Mines Educational Trust 
(EMET) and the Ecton Hill Field Studies Association 
(EHFSA), the two trusts at the Ecton mines for their 
resurrection of the teaching activities there following 
Geoff Cox’s wishes, with ongoing maintenance of the 
centre and mines to make this possible.

Richard Shaw

Journals and Books for sale:-
PDMHS Journals:  Vol. 1 pt. 3; Vol. 3 No. 3; Vol. 5 pts. 
2 & 3; Vol. 6 pts. 1, 3 & 4; Vol. 7 pts. 5 & 6; Vol. 8 pt. 3, 
PDMHS Special Publications No. 2 “Lead and Lead 
Mining in Derbyshire” and No. 3 “The Magpie Mine”
“Sandstone Caves of Nottingham” by Tony Waltham;  
“The Caverns and Mines of Matlock Bath” by R Flindall 
and A Hayes (1976); “Lead Mining in the Peak District”  
2nd Edition 1975 by T D Ford and J H Rieuwerts;  
“Derbyshire’s Old Lead Mines and Miners” by J H 
Rieuwerts (1972).  £2.50 each plus postage, or or can 
be collected at one of the evening meetings.

Contact:  Ian Brownson on 01332 841392

Also PDMHS Journals:  Vol. 6 pts. 5 & 6
Contact:  Paul Chandler on 01246 220773



4

Meets List:  Winter - Spring 2012
1: Surface Walk - Peak Forest Area.
Saturday 14th January 2012.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
10.30 in Peak Forest Village.
A walk over Eldon Hill looking at the sites of Watts 
Grove, Jowle Grove, the Slitherstones Mines, Jack 
Eidson’s opencast, Oxlow Rake and various other mining 
sites along the way.
Optional food and drink at the Anchor at Tideswell 
crossroads, afterwards.

2: Underground Meet - Wapping Mine.
Tuesday 17th January 2012.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm in the Pavilion car park, Matlock Bath.
Entering the system via the Wapping Mine we will walk 
through the impressive entrance stopes into the maze, 
including a stop in the large stope at the end of the maze.  
We will then continue up the stream passage to the 
Devil’s Pit connection to Cumberland Cavern, where we 
will have the opportunity to walk around the former show 
cave which was last shown to the public in 1962.
Optional food and drink at the Fishpond afterwards.

3: Surface Walk - Carsington Pastures.
Saturday 28th January 2012.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
10.30 at the Miners’ Arms, Brassington.
Setting off from the Miners’ Arms the walk heads off over 
the pastures past the sites of Corse Hill Mine, Nickalum 
Mine and the Wester Hollow mines, a view in the distance 
can be seen of the Great Rake Mine, and past the site 
of the Old Town End mine.  A refreshment stop will be 
made at the Miners Arms at Carsington, after which the 
sites of New Town End and Children’s Venture mines will 
be looked at.  Passing the King’s Chair, we will look at 
the old windmill once used for crushing barytes, before 
walking along the High Peak Trail past the site of Chance 
Mine.  From the Bees Nest Sand pit the path will lead us 
back to Brassington.
Optional food and drink at the Miners’ Arms afterwards.

4:  Slide Evening:  Exploring Caves and 
Derbyshire Lead Mines.
Tuesday 7th February 2012.  Presenter: Paul Chandler, meet 
7 for 7.15pm at the Miners Standard, Winster, on the B5056.
The first part of this show will feature a very brief, taster 
visit to the major caving areas of this country, namely; 
The Peak District, Yorkshire Dales, Mendips, South 
Wales and also County Clare in Southern Ireland.
The second half will cover “Lead Mining in the Peak 
District”.  The presentation will look at both surface 
remains and underground evidence of the lead mining 
industry in the Peak District. Next a journey from digging 
out the lead ore through to smelting the ore and some of 
the uses of lead.  Finally there will be a look at mining 
customs and a mining miscellany.
The duration of the show will be approximately 1½ hours.  
An optional buffet is planned for the mid show break, 
subject to sufficient interest. Please register your buffet 

interest with Paul Chandler a week or more before the 
show, either by email, phone or in person.
This is a Masson Caving Group meet at which Society 
members and guests will be most welcome.

5: Surface Walk - Bakewell Chert Mines.
Saturday 11th February 2012.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
10.30 at the long stay car park in Coombs Road (over the 
bridge)
A walk which goes around the town of Bakewell looking 
at the former chert mining industry.  Sites visited will 
include the Holme Bank & Holme Hall mines, the old 
pack horse bridge, Endcliffe Mine, Pretoria Mine and in 
Bakewell Churchyard we will look at the grave of White 
Watson, one of the first geologists in the area.
Optional food and drink will be available afterwards 
(venue to be decided)

6: Surface Walk - Bonsall By Night.
Tuesday 21st February 2012.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Barley Mow, The Dale, Bonsall.
A chance to see Bonsall at night.  We will visit sites 
including the old framework knitters’ mill dating back to 
1737, Puddle Hill where the Cheadle Brass company once 
had its offices, Upper Town (which was once a separate 
hamlet to Bonsall), then a walk down Stepping Lane (head 
torches advisable) will give us a chance to get a good view 
of the village lit by its street lights.  Then we will look at 
Yeoman Street and the High Street and the businesses that 
were once there, before returning to the Barley Mow past 
the former gas works and colour mill.
Optional food and drink at the Barley Mow afterwards.

7:  Slide Evening:  Over and Under in the 
Peak District.
Tuesday 28th February 2012.  Presenter: Paul Chandler, 
meet 7 for 7.15pm at the Miners Standard, Winster.
The first part of this show will present a brief overview of 
our delightful Peak District, featuring both the White and 
Dark Peak landscapes.  Familiar areas will be visited, plus 
some curiosities.  The second half will cover Peak District 
Caves and Mines.
The duration of the show will be approximately 1½ hours.  
An optional buffet is planned for the mid show break, 
subject to sufficient interest - details as for the show on 
the 7th of February, please contact Paul Chandler.
This is also a Masson Caving Group meet at which 
Society members and guests will be most welcome.

8: Underground Meet - Good Luck Mine.
Tuesday 6th March 2012.  Leader: GLMPC member, 
meet 7.00 pm at the Good Luck lay-by, Via Gellia.
This is a chance for Society members to take a look 
around this fascinating little mine and also to catch up 
with members of the Good Luck Mine Preservation Club 
to see what projects they have going in the mine itself.  
Exit can either be made via the adit or by experiencing 
the escape route shaft.  An excellent little trip
Limited numbers on this trip so please call Tony Wood 
on the number below to book your place.
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9:  Underground Meet:  Pretoria Chert 
Mine, Bakewell.
Tuesday 20th March 2012.  Leader: Paul Chandler.
Another evening opportunity to explore this fascinating 
mine, with its impressive pack-walls, artefacts and in 
places, more holes than rock!  This is an easy grade, 
dry trip, which is suitable for novices.  Boilersuit or old 
clothes are fine.  Access into the mine involves a 15ft 
(5m) fixed ladder climb, so a belt or helmet mounted light 
will be essential.  Mostly large walking size passages, 
which are steeply inclined in places.  An optional short 
crawl leads into another part of the mine, with a colourful 
surprise at the end!  You’ll find it well worth bringing 
a camera.  Party size is limited to 8, plus the Leader.  
Preference will be given to Society members who have 
not visited this mine before.
For more details of meeting time & place, and to book 
your place(s), please contact Paul Chandler.
Reference:  Mining History (PDMHS) Vol.13, No.5 
(1998).

10:  North Wales Mines Weekend.
Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th March 2012.  Organiser: 
Paul Chandler - a joint PDMHS and Masson Caving 
Group meet.
Mines to be visited:-

Saturday: Cwmorthin Slate Mine, Blaenau Ffestiniog
Sunday: Cwm Bychan Mine, Nr Beddgelert.

Cwmorthin is a very extensive and complex slate mine, 
with inclines, large chambers, and lots of artefacts etc.  
The “Friends of Cwmorthin” will provide External 
Leader(s) for this introductory trip for those who have 
never visited Cwmorthin Mine before.  Subject to 
availability of leaders a more sporting trip is a possibility  
for those who have visited this mine before.  For those 
familiar with Cwmorthin a self-guided trip is also an 
option.  Party sizes are not limited.
References:
“Friends of Cwmorthin” www.cwmorthin.co.uk
 www.mine-explorer.co.uk
 www.aditnow.co.uk
Cwm Bychan or Nantmor Mine is an easy grade trip, 
consisting of two main adits and a scattering of smaller 
workings.  Also of interest is a partially preserved aerial 
cableway. Party size not limited. 
Reference: PDMHS Bulletin, Vol.9, No.6 (1986).
Accommodation base: Betws-y-Coed, where there is a 
varied choice, including Guest Houses, a Youth Hostel, 
Bunk houses, Camping, etc.
For further weekend details; to book trips, get meeting 
times and places, etc., please contact Paul Chandler.
Note:  The Cwmorthin trip details will not be finalised 
until probably early March.

11: Underground Meet - Owlet Hole, 
Matlock Bath
Tuesday 27th March 2012.  Leader: Martin Long, meet 
7.00 at the Pavilion car park Matlock Bath.

A small but interesting mine accessed by fixed ladders.  
Helmet mounted lamp essential and wellies, boiler suit 
and gloves recommended.  Explorers with ladder and 
line experience only.  Places limited to 8 plus leaders.
Booking is Essential:  For details about booking onto 
this trip contact Martin Long on 07969 774801

12: Watergrove Mine Members Open Day
Saturday 7th April 2012.  Leader John Barnatt.
Visit the Newcomen engine house excavation on one 
of the Society project digging days.  Details of what we 
have found so far are given elsewhere in this newsletter.
There will be two guided tours of the excavations, at 
11.30am and 2.00pm.  Park on the side road above the 
site (at SK 187 757), which leads from the A623 towards 
Cavendish Mill and Longstone Moor.
A small roadside gate on the footpath (set below road 
level on the bend and easy to miss) gives access to 
the excavations field.  Please take extreme care when 
walking on the road and when parking avoid the main 
bends, as drivers treat it as a racetrack.

13: Underground Meet - Holme Bank 
Chert Mine.
Tuesday 10th April 2012.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm Holme Lane, Bakewell.
This is an easy, dry through trip. Mostly large walking 
size passages, some stooping sections and a couple of 
easy scrambles.  The mine is quite extensive, with over 
2 miles of passages.  An ideal novice trip and well worth 
bringing a camera.  Party size not limited.
Access is by permission of Oldfield Design, Bakewell. 
For further information, see Mining History (PDMHS) 
Vol 13, No 5.
Optional drinks will be arranged at one of the local pubs 
afterwards.

14:  Mine Heritage Walk - The Old Show 
Caves Of Matlock Bath
Tuesday 24th April 2012.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
7.00 at the Railway Station car park in Matlock Bath
This walk goes round Matlock Bath taking a look at how 
the village was transformed from lead mining to tourism.  
The first show cave to open was the Cumberland in 
1800; by the time the Masson opened in 1874 the 
number of show caverns had shot up to thirteen.  So 
come along and take a journey back in time to see how 
the transformation took place.
Optional food and drink afterwards at the Boathouse, 
Matlock.

15:  Mining Heritage Walk - Crich Area
Tuesday 8th May 2012.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Cliff Inn Crich.
Making a long awaited revisit to this interesting mining 
field. Taking a look at the sites of Jingler, Wakebridge, 
Smiths Adit, Glory and Old End Mines, and looking at 
the course of Ridgeway and Fritchley soughs. If time 

http://www.cwmorthin.co.uk
http://www.mine-explorer.co.uk
http://www.aditnow.co.uk
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permits a visit to the Wakebridge mining display will be 
made along the way.
Optional buffet afterwards at the Cliff Inn Crich.

16:  Heritage Walk - Lumsdale Mills 
Tansley
Tuesday 22nd May 2012.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
7.00 at the Upper Highfields School car park.
This trip takes us around the sites of the former 
Lumsdale Mills at Tansley, visiting the sites of the 
former bone mill and bleach works to name just a few.
Optional food and drink at the Duke of Wellington 
Matlock afterwards
The Mining Heritage Walks are a great way of getting 
out to meet new members and old friends.  Buffets are 
optional and cost between £1.50 and £3.00
Further details on many of the mines visited can be 
found in the latest edition of “Lead Mining in the Peak 
District” by Rieuwerts and Ford.

Contact Details:
Tony Wood: Tel:  07891  276668
 email:  wtonyw01@aol.com
Paul Chandler: Tel:  01246  220773
 email:  paulchandler3@btinternet.com

Tony Wood

The Pre-AGM Entertainment.
Some Recent Research on the Lead Mines 
of Taddington - Steve Thompson
Steve’s enthusiasm for this area quickly became obvious 
with his nicely illustrated presentation.  To start off we 
were shown a map of the area with the mineral veins, as 
they were known back in February, high-lighted.  Over the 
next half hour or so, Steve added quite a few more lines to 
the map in areas that some had considered as being fairly 
barren ground.  With details of how each new line was 
established – using documentary research and field work 
– and backed up with plenty of photos and illustrations, 
it was refreshing to see how the efforts of a small team of 
enthusiasts can change our current understanding.

Radioactive Waste Disposal  -  Some 
Underground Research Laboratories – Dr 
Richard Shaw
Hmmm, how is this topic going to be of interest to a 
mining history society?  This presentation did answer the 
two questions that sprang to mind on reading the title:  a) 
I will not be tripping over barrels of high-level waste in 
Hillocks Mine, and b) The Peak District is unlikely to be 
used for any new underground storage.  The emphasis in 
Richard’s talk was on the geological aspects of finding 
suitable sites for the long-term storage of radioactive 
waste – a process that requires a complete understanding 
of the geology, seismology and underground water flows.  
Richard brought along samples of the rocks and minerals 
having the desired properties, and along with a good 

selection of photos and diagrams showed how, on a global 
scale, each country is planning to deal with this problem.

Non-coal Mining Hazard Information  -  
An Approach for National Information on 
Potential Instability – Dr Richard Shaw
I thought I’d seen just about seen every mine hazard, but 
the photo of a bus being swallowed by a hole in the road 
did explain the context of the title.  The British Geological 
Survey (BGS) are in the process of recording all mines 
and assessing each with respect to the hazard they present 
to life on the surface.  Richard explained the geological 
aspects that form part of this assessment, and demonstrated 
the results in the form of a map showing contours of risk.  
With photos of various incidents to support the assessments 
(or not in one case), this talk demonstrated yet another 
aspect of the BGS’s work in the UK.

High Rake Lead Mine Revealed! – A DVD 
by David Webb
While I have watched the original film several times, 
it was nice to see the updated version featuring the 
conclusion of this Society project.  Of particular interest 
to me were the scenes showing the fully excavated 
condenser pit, which puts into perspective the amount 
of back-fill that had covered the site.  The footage of 
winching the main shaft is quite fascinating and Terry 
Worthington’s colourful language raised a smile and a 
few comments from the audience.
David’s original DVD has been updated with footage 
taken at the end of this Society conservation project, and 
this wraps up the project nicely.

Martin Long

Full details of David’s new DVD “High Rake Lead Mine 
Revealed!”, along with information about purchasing 
your very own copy, can be found on page 10 of the 
October 2011 Newsletter.

New Members
Please welcome the following new members who have 
recently been elected to join the Society:-

Mathew Naylor, MILTON KEYNES
Lionel Townsend, STAFFORD
Nigel & Alison Davis, WYMONDHAM
Ashley Dace & Gavin Kalaher, LEICESTER

I’m sure we will all hope that they gain a great deal of 
enjoyment and interest from their membership.

Wes Taylor

Thanks for your Donations
Many thanks to everyone who donated the knitting yarn 
following my ‘plea’ in a recent Newsletter.
Any further supplies will always be gratefully accepted 
and can be left at the Museum.

Marilyn Brummitt

mailto:wtonyw01@aol.com
mailto:paulchandler3@btinternet.com
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Peak District Mines - Observations 
and Discoveries - Part 40
Hillcarr Sough, Stanton, Derbyshire, 
SK 258 637
In June 2011, Haddon Estates granted a ‘one-off’ 
permission to inspect Hillcarr Sough, on the strict 
understanding that only experienced mine explorers were 
present, that we provided signed indemnity forms, and 
that we carried appropriate gas monitoring equipment.  
Permission to enter the sough is not normally granted, 
so we thank the Estate for allowing this special visit to 
take place.  This note is written to record briefly what we 
saw as so few people have seen what lies underground in 
recent years.
Be aware that the Estate will not welcome a flurry of 
further requests for visits after this note is published.
Hillcarr Sough is one of longest and most important in 
the Peak orefield (Rieuwerts 2008, pp. 112-123).  It runs 
under Stanton Moor to mines further west around Alport, 
with several long branches to various mines, and was 
started in 1766.  They reached the limestone in 1783, and 
the last recorded driving in one of its branches was in 
the 1880s.  Driving dirt was removed using boats from 
shortly after the start of the venture, from June 1767 at 
latest, with the level used as an underground canal for 
many years.
Several years ago there was a major collapse in the 
sough, causing water to back up behind, flooding places 
such as Shining Sough by the River Lathkill and causing 
water to resurge from various points along the valley 
downstream from Alport.  One of our main aims was to 
record where this collapse took place.  Because the outer 
parts of the sough are driven in shale and sandstone there 
are significant issues with bad air, we turned around 
before the collapse at a point where the oxygen level had 
fallen to a significantly dangerous degree.  However, 
the fall was visible using strong lighting and we were 
able to measure the distance to it using a laser measurer.  
One of our party had professional breathing equipment 
and took a closer look, confirming that the collapse we 
saw is a major one with no way forward.  The distance 
between the collapse and the sough tail is 524m, all in a 
virtually straight passage.  On the day of the visit, in dry 
conditions, the water at the tail was less than waist deep 
and becoming shallower inwards. 
Our other main aim was to record the archaeological 
character of what remains accessible underground.  
The main passage has fine sandstone ashlar arching 
throughout, carefully coursed and mortared, all within 
a section of the sough which was created in 1766-68 
before its first main bend was reached.  Often the whole 
spacious passage (about 2.5m high and nearly 2.0m 
wide) is lined, but in part a lower side is of exposed rock.  
There is a branch level at about 125m from the present 
tail, with two strengthening arches in the main level just 
beyond at 126.5m from the entrance.  This branch level, 
which is also ashlar-lined to its end, has been walled off 
and partially backfilled at its entrance.  It leads almost 

immediately to a shaft upwards to surface, which was 
about 33m deep to the branch level floor (31.5m from 
the backfill surface to the underside of the capping).  As 
Rieuwerts notes, this was called the ‘Great Shaft’ in the 
mine accounts and was sunk in 1766-67.  For reasons we 
do not understand, the shaft branch extends beyond the 
shaft base, running for a total of 9m from the main level 
to end at a forefield.  The sough drivage accounts show 
that originally there was one other shaft between here and 
the sough tail, sunk for ventilation (Jim Rieuwerts pers. 
comm.); English Heritage records note two potential shaft 
hillocks at surface.  These 1 or 2 shafts must have soon 
become redundant as drivage continued, for they were 
sealed behind the ashlar lining of the tunnel and thus are 
no longer visible from underground.
Two sets of archaeological features found along the 
main level deserve mention.  Often at regularly-spaced 
short intervals, there were timbers set horizontally across 
the passage at above head height, less than 0.5m from 
the apex of the roof and entering the stonework in the 
arching rather than the vertical passage sides lower down.  
Some timbers survive while in other cases the slots for 
missing examples remain.  These are not always present 
suggesting they went out of use while the sough canal 
was still in use, filled during subsequent maintenance 
work, sometime in the c.120 or more years over which the 
sough was being kept in good repair.  What these timbers 
were used for is unclear; they were not for formers for 
the arching, being set too high, so perhaps they supported 
ventilation piping or were used in conjunction with the 
canal boats for ‘back and foot’ work?
At very irregular intervals down the south side of the 
passage side, there are mysterious drill holes at shoulder 
to waist height which are driven short distances straight 
into the ashlar blocks at right angles to the wall; a few 
contain vestiges of wooden plugs.  Sometimes several 
are found close together, but in parts of the passage at 
least there is no consistency, as if there are several phases 
of holes, set at different intervals so that near-overlaps 
sometimes occur by chance.  If this is true then the 
holes are not drilled as survey markers to simply record 
rock-drivage/wall-building rates at the initial creation of 
the passage, nor do they seem particularly suitable for 
suspending lighting or for supporting communication 
wires.  I was particularly interested in these, as identical 
features are found in the main 18th and early-19th century 
levels at Ecton, where interpretation has also proved 
elusive.
The sough is a Scheduled Monument and English 
Heritage’s detailed records describe what is visible at 
surface, to which we can add a little further information 
on features in the immediate proximity of the tail which 
we noted during our visit.  From the tail to the river there 
is a straight water channel, parts still with walled jetty-
like sides; there is no obvious wider unloading dock, 
although places exist where the channel has widened 
with the collapse of the sides.  However a map of 1831 
shows a dock relatively close to the river, where there 
is a particularly wide point today, with a now-removed 
rectangular building nearby that was perhaps a reckoning 
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house (Jim Rieuwerts pers. comm.).  By the river English 
Heritage has recorded a limekiln where waste from the 
sough was burnt.  Close to the sough tail to the northern 
side there are three large flat-topped hillocks with steep 
sides.  Why there are separate discrete mounds rather than 
one continuous one is currently not understood.
Most curious of all is a paved route leading in a straight 
line upslope from the sough tail to the Great Shaft.  This 
is carefully graded, with a low cutting in one place and 
an embankment nearby on the downslope side, as if it is 
the site of a tramway.  However, where exposed the large 
stone blocks are placed contiguously and have no holes 
for sleeper dogs.  The 1831 map depicts the feature as 
if it was a series of steps, but now the visible stonework 
looks to have a sloping surface rather than being a series 
of horizontally-placed treads.  Whether it was built for 
foot traffic, carts or sleds, and if anything was hauled up 
or down, is a complete mystery.  Irrespective of its exact 
original form, why such a well-engineered structure was 
needed is far from clear as the sough and its nearby canal 
dock would have provided an ideal place for unloading 
stone, and for shipping equipment for use in the mines.
Both the surface remains, if the Estate will grant 
permission for access, and a correlation of the details now 
measured underground with the surviving account books 
for driving the sough, would repay further attention.  
English Heritage records a platform suitable for horse 
gin, a yard and an embanked hillock at the Great Shaft; if 
more was to be done a winter inspection would no doubt 
be needed because of dense woodland undergrowth.
Many thanks to Andy Tickle for negotiating access, and 
to other members of the team for the use of a gas detector, 
other technical assistance, photographs taken, and for the 
lively debate over interpretation.
Present: John Barnatt, John Beck, Jon Humble,

John Hunter, Scott Humpreys, Paul Mortimer,
Adam Russell, Richard Shaw, Andy Tickle,

Nick Willers, Phil Wolstenholme, Terry Worthington
Reported: John Barnatt (with contributions to the debate 

by several of the inspection team and Jim Rieuwerts)
Reference:  Rieuwerts, J. H.  2008  Lead Mining in 
Derbyshire: History, Development & Drainage, Vol. 2 
Millers Dale to Alport and Dovedale. Landmark.

Mine Level, Cracknowl Wood, Ashford 
Northside, Derbyshire, SK 210 707 
In an unpublished report Jim Rieuwerts mentioned a 
short level in Cracknowl Wood that he had explored 
many years before (Rieuwerts 2004).  An examination 
of the area by the author found that the adit entrance 
had collapsed, but the level could still be entered at the 
back of this collapse.  Having obtained permission it was 
investigated by a team of Society members.
The level runs for about 110m in a southerly direction 
and is of walking height, driven on a vein of calcite and 
barytes.  There are a few small areas of stoping in the roof 
in the outer parts of the mine, and some deads held up by 
rotten wooden planking about halfway along.  In places 
there are signs of parallel rutting in the floor about a foot 

apart; there is no evidence of sleepers anywhere so the 
likely cause of this rutting would be sledges or wheeled 
carts used for removing material.  Near the end there is a 
well-used sharpening stone on the floor, while hung on a 
nail is a ball-pein hammer.  Immediately beyond this is a  
high stope, with some extensive packwalls, and  a number 
of stemples visible higher up.
The final forefield of this level is in clay of possible 
volcanic origin; there is a choked higher continuation 
with a trickle of water and a small flowstone cascade 
emanating from it. The geological map shows an area of 
toadstone south of the mine so it may be the miners lost 
the vein in the level at an extension of this.  The air was 
fresh throughout, suggesting a higher level or connecting 
shaft; although a search along the line of the vein to the 
south failed to locate another entrance.
Barmaster’s records for Ashford Northside refer to a 
Cracknell or Crackendale vein/mine, probably the likely 
name for the mine (Dave Williams, pers. comm.); very 
little ore production was recorded.  However, the vein 
seems to contain significant amounts of barytes; perhaps 
this was the main target of mining operations here, lead 
being a secondary consideration.
Permission to explore the mine was kindly granted by the 
Chatsworth Estate, will members please note that there is 
no agreement in place for general access to this site.

Present:  Adam Russell, Les Riley, Richard Shaw, 
John Beck, Andy Tickle, and Alan Keen

Reported:  Adam Russell
Reference:  Rieuwerts, J,  2004  The Lead Mines within the 
Lordship or Liberty of Ashford Northside    Unpublished 
report, PDNPA Cultural Heritage Team archive

Odin Mine, Possible Knockstone
After the report on, and photograph of, the possible 
knockstone found at Odin mine in Observations and 
Discoveries No.39  (PDMHS Newsletter, October 
2011), Trevor Ford wrote to me to draw my attention 
to his finding of two knockstones there in the 1970s. 
He published a brief report of this find, along with a 
photograph of one of them, in PDMHS Bulletin Vol. 6 
No. 2, p.106.  Although that stone is more rectangular 
than the one I found embedded in the path, the general 
size and dished appearance is very similar and this tends 
to confirm that the new find is indeed a knockstone.  
Prior to the installation of the crushing circle in 1823, 
a mine operating on the scale of Odin would have had 
a significant number of ore dressers working on site, so 
knockstones would have been a common item there.

Adam Russell

If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith,

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton,

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
email:  john.barnatt@btinternet.com

mailto:john.barnatt@btinternet.com
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The Watergrove Mine Project, 
Foolow, Derbyshire, SK 190 757
This note describes progress made since we last reported 
on the archaeological excavations at Watergrove mine.  
Here a 1794-95 Newcomen engine house is to be found 
next to a deep engine shaft on the south side of the main 
road.  This lies east of the main set of Watergrove Mine 
remains, where the 19th century mine office, smithy, 
dwellings, reservoirs, etc., still stand.  This PDMHS 
Project was launched in May 2010 after obtaining the 
necessary permissions from the farmer and Natural 
England.  The farm is within a higher level Countryside 
Stewardship agreement and as it was to be ‘disturbed’, 
Natural England needed to be consulted.  Elaine Willett, 
their regional archaeological advisor, was enthusiastic 
about the project and helped by agreeing grant money 
for fencing to protect stock.  It is estimated that, at the 
time of writing in October 2011, our excavations are 
now over half finished.
We set off with a simple aim, to find out more about the 
design of the Newcomen house which we knew from 
documentation had one stood here.  Before we started 
all that was visible was the engine shaft collar, with a 
concrete cap, and an adjacent bob wall between the shaft 
and a deep hollow in an area of surviving hillocks.  On 
the opposite side of the hollow was a wall corner which 
appeared to mark the back wall of the engine house.
What we currently know of the history of the site comes 
from previous research undertaken by Jim Rieuwerts, 
summarised in his 2007 book and also in a previous 
edition of the PDMHS Newsletter (Rieuwerts 2007, 
pp. 120-29; Barnatt et al 2007).  As these are readily 
available, only the briefest of accounts is given here.  
Building of a smithy and a pumping engine house were 
started in the second half of 1794.  Water was to be 
brought part way up the shaft, to run it into Watergrove 
Sough.  The Newcomen engine, with a cylinder of 38 
inches diameter, and the pumps and pump pipes, were 
made by Booth and Co. of Brightside Iron Foundry, 
Sheffield.  In 1795 they were paid £673-8-4 for the 
work.  There are no references to erecting a boiler 
house, but only to building ‘Chimney Pipes and Arches’.  
Similarly, when the engine, engine house and other 
ancillaries were later offered for sale, no boiler house 
was included.  Thus, before we started the excavations it 
was unclear where the boiler was placed.
The engine was troublesome and there are frequent 
accounts for its repair.  Nearly a decade after its 
installation, the reckoning for June to November, 
1803 includes payment to Messrs Booth and Co. for 
an additional £249-7-11, plus £24-8-8 that went to 
Messrs Barrett and Co.  What these payments were for 
is currently unclear.  Similarly, much money was spent 
in 1819, including mason-work with raw materials 
including stone, bricks and clay (£24 19s 1d), castings 
(£107 0s 0d), boiler making (£86 16s 4d) and millwright 
work (£110 15s 3d).  Where at the mine these new 

installations or alterations took place is not given, but 
some or all of this may have been at the Newcomen 
engine site.
The engine worked regularly from 1795 until 1820.  
Later, after a brief trial of the mine when the engine was 
again briefly put to work in 1834-35, it was offered for 
sale in August 1836 but failed to sell.  It was still on 
site when the mine closed in 1853, when it was again 
offered for sale; presumably it went for scrap.  Earlier, 
the engine house was noted as having a leaded roof and 
to be 40 feet in height.  It had been demolished prior 
to 1853, for in mid-1847, it was ‘ordered that the Old 
Engine House be pulled down, the slate, stone timber 
being made available for the new building for the Whim 
Engine’ which was being constructed further west on the 
other side of the road, next to a pumping engine house 
erected in 1839.
Returning to the excavation’s primary aim, the question 
was whether the Newcomen house at Watergrove 
Mine was of traditional type with the boiler within the 
building, placed directly under the cylinder, or was 
it of a later type as became common at coal mines in 
the earlier 19th century, with the boiler placed outside 
the main building.  It could have been of a complex 
design advocated by John Curr, with external boiler 
integrated within long-necked bottle-shaped chimney 
structure (Curr 1797).  By 1795 at the latest Curr had 
a close connection with the Watergrove proprietors 
and his ironworks in Sheffield were close to Booths 
Foundry.  Curr and Booth no doubt knew each other.  
Thus there was a very real chance that Curr’s significant 
improvements to Newcomen engine house design, which 
allowed larger boilers without destabilising the engine, 
as first built at a colliery engine at Attercliffe Common 
near Sheffield in 1790, were soon afterwards also used at 
Watergrove Mine.
As often is the case with archaeological excavations, 
what we have found is more complex that we 
anticipated.  Interpretation has been hindered by very 
thorough 19th century removal of the structures.  With 
the exception of the bob wall, which had to be retained 
to support the shaft collar, for the most part walls have 
been reduced down to footings, or taken altogether 
leaving only the trenches originally dug for the 
foundations.  This said, what we have learned to date is:
• The engine house itself is slightly smaller than we 

anticipated; the visible ‘back corner’ proving to be a red 
herring.  While we have not finished digging here yet, 
the present indications are that this small rectangular 
building, shorter by about 1.5m that anticipated, has 
internal dimensions of c. 3.7m by 4.8m, and only the 
lower part of its bob wall remains.  The other three 
walls have been removed down to a rubble and mortar 
raft that was placed in the bottom of a vertical sided pit 
dug in the shale bedrock for the building.

• The ‘back corner’ proved to be a flimsy wall of a small 
offshut (lean-to room) built against the back wall of the 
main building, with a door facing west.  Inside was a 
complex floor, part-paved but with limestone cobbles 
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in the other half.  This building is late in the sequence, 
perhaps created for agricultural purposes and built 
sometime between 1820 and 1847 once the engine was 
disused.  Parts of the stone work around the engine 
boiler’s north-eastern ash pit had been partly removed 
to make room for the building.

• To the north-east of these buildings, on the upslope 
side, there is small rectangular pit set into bedrock, 
with sturdy walls and a short entrance passage.  
This contained a great deal of heat-altered soil with 
microscopic glassy spherules and rods probably of 
boiler slag, that had fallen from behind the pit walls 
once the structure had been robbed.  Finds within 
the pit included a displaced fire bar.  This structure is 

interpreted as an ash pit, under a now-removed boiler.  
At roughly the horizon of a boiler fire-box, to the 
northern side there is a brick and mortar floor, with 
the bricks set on edge in curved arcs and probably 
designed for shovelling, but there is no sign of a built 
structure surrounding a boiler.  To one side are the 
footings of a sturdy stone plinth of unknown purpose.  
Not all the floor lies within the current trench and, 
given the extensive stone robbing on the site, more 
work is needed to expose its full extent to the east to 
try to determine if the boiler was indeed placed in an 
outside ‘yard’ or was instead within a building.

• On the upslope side of the site there is a carefully-
made paving of limestone slabs, covered in a thick 
layer of coal fragments.  However this is unlikely to 
have any direct connection with the postulated nearby 
boiler, for excavation has shown that this paving 
was built overlying other structures, including a wall 
extending from the ash pit, made at a time after the 
Newcomen house had been removed in 1847.  A new 
flimsy drystone retaining wall at its east side, on the 
site of the robbed earlier engine house wall, was built 
to support the paving.  Perhaps the coal was for the 
smithy, but the layer does not contain hammer scale.  
Also, it seems likely that by this date all smithy work 
was taking place on the other side of the road, as there 

was a large purpose-made smithy here, built in the 19th 
century once the focus of mining activity had moved 
to the new shafts sunk to where the pipeworkings had 
by then been extended.  Not all the paving next to the 
Newcomen engine house is within the current trench 
and more work is again needed to expose its full extent 
and search for clues to its function.

• Under the end of the paving nearest the site of the 
engine house there is an earlier broad, stone-lined, 
chute and hopper, again set into bedrock, covered with 
a layer of coal dust.  The discovery of this feature 
threw our working hypotheses into turmoil.  It was 
clearly for storage of coal and for letting this down into 
the basement of the engine house; therefore this coal 
was highly unlikely to be for the adjacent north-east 
boiler as it would have had to be carried back uphill 
for use.  Instead, in the engine house’s early phases 
of use (and perhaps later) substantive amounts of coal 
were used inside the building or somewhere nearby on 
the downslope side.  Thus it seems the original boiler 
was here while that upslope came later.  This raises the 
possibility that the sum of nearly £250 paid to Booth 
and Co in 1803, and/or the c. £200-350 spent in 1819, 
were for alterations at the Newcomen engine that 
included the provision of a new boiler placed upslope, 
either as a replacement or addition, presumably also 
with upgrade(s) to the engine to make it more powerful.  
The original boiler could have continued in use in 
tandem with the new one, for the coal chute/hopper was 
probably not filled in until later.

• Outside the south-west corner of the engine house, 
on the downslope side of the site, there is the robbed 
base of a recently-discovered substantial stone ‘plinth’ 
which we are still digging, one ‘half’ of which is not 
yet exposed.  This has one small remnant of an internal 
sandstone lining, with side and floor, both heat-altered.  
For now we do not know whether this is a plinth for 
another boiler, or perhaps a chimney and flue (although 
the shape of the plinth as exposed so far does not seem 
to fit comfortably with this).

The Watergrove Mine north-eastern ash pit, with the 
later lean-to behind blocking easy access.

The Watergrove Mine coal chute/hopper, after parts of 
the pavement above, infilling rubble and the coal layer 

had been removed.  (Photos: John Barnatt)
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Of the tasks still to do, within the present trenches we 
have to finish digging the engine house interior and the 
south-western structure.  The order in which areas are dug 
needs careful planning, for the sloping site restricts how 
and where the material being moved should be sensibly 
placed.  Once the present trenches are finished, then we 
intend to extend upslope to the east, part-backfilling the 
first trenches as we go; this work is within the area for 
digging first agreed with Natural England and will allow 
us to see more of the area surrounding the north-eastern 
ash pit, and the mysterious paving nearby.  Whether we 
ever find the 1794 smithy remains to be seen.
Another task to come is a close scrutiny of historic 
archives for Watergrove Mine before the project is 
finally written up; as is often the case archaeological 
excavations raise questions and sometimes the meaning 
or significance of previously obscure written details 
suddenly become clear when set beside the physical 
remains.
The excavations have been undertaken by a small but 
dedicated team of PDMHS volunteers who turn up 
regularly come rain or sunshine, who have worked 
very hard removing much overburden by hand; the 
topography and delicate nature of the archaeology 
has meant that much hand digging rather than 
machine removal has been needed.  To complement 
the excavations, placing the trenches in context, the 
surrounding hillocks are being surveyed in detail, with 
Nick Willers leading on this.  After plotting the positions 
of a series of survey stations with sub-metre accuracy 
GPS, progress with recording the detail whenever 
weather conditions are suitable is progressing nicely.  
Consolidation of the stonework and the shaft collar have 
been undertaken by Brian Woodall and Keith Gregory 
with their usual expertise.  All who are involved are 
thanked for their efforts and enthusiasm (and the pints in 
the pub afterwards).
The excavations usually take place on the first Saturday 
of the month, from about 10.30 to 4.00, although it is an 
exposed spot and we lost a day last winter due to deep 
snow and on other occasions have retired early due to 
inclement weather.  We have an open day for Society 
members planned on Saturday 7th April 2012.  Come to 
this for a full guided tour (see the Meets List elsewhere 
in this Newsletter), or drop in on any of our other 
working days for a chat and a look around.

John Barnatt and Chris Heathcote
Project Leaders

References:
Barnatt, J., Heathcote, C., Rieuwerts, J. and Shaw, 
P.  2007  Watergrove Mine, Foolow, Derbyshire. In 
PDMHS Newsletter No. 123, July 2007.
Curr, J.  1797  The Coal Viewer and Engine Builders 
Practical Companion. Sheffield
Rieuwerts, J. H.  2007  Lead Mining in Derbyshire: 
History, Development & Drainage, Vol. 1 Castleton to 
the River Wye.  Landmark.

Mining Museum News
Government Minister for Culture, Media 
and Sport visits the Mining Museum
On Monday the 22nd of August John Penrose MP, the 
Minister for Culture, Media and Sport, was visiting 
the Peak District on a whistle-stop tour.  The Museum 
was chosen by the Visit Peak District & Derbyshire 
organisation as one of the venues for him to see.  
Principally it is considered that the Visitor Information 
Point that we house in the Museum is one which has 
achieved Best Practice by working with the local 
authority and the private sector.
I am pleased to report that the Minister appeared to be 
impressed with our high standards and good presentation 
with regard to tourism in the Peak District.  I managed 
to ‘steer’ him into the Museum itself for a quick look 
round and it turned out that he was unaware of the 
importance of Lead Mining in this area or the 2000 or so 
years during which it was a prime industry.  His mining 
knowledge was confined to the coal industry in north-
east Derbyshire, so I think we made an impact!

BBC Inside Out programme filming in 
Matlock Bath
On the 13th of August, we had another visit from Stuart 
Woodman, the programme producer and the camera 
crew to make another instalment of their Inside Out 
feature centred on the Museum.
On this particular Saturday, Maxine dressed up in 
conventional ladies attire and Brian Woodall came 
dressed up as a miner.  Brian, Maxine and the camera 
crew were sent off through Matlock Bath armed with 
leaflets and chatted to folk who were visiting the area 
with the idea of encouraging them to visit the Peak 
District Mining Museum.  This proved to be quite 
successful and it would be nice if we had the where-
with-all to do this on a regular basis, but unfortunately 
we cannot afford to employ more staff to carry this out.  
Duncan Pass, who is becoming our ‘resident artist’ was 
also on hand in the Museum and was filmed discussing 
a large sketch he was drawing of the Wills Founder 
Engine with visitors in the Museum.  We have another 
filming date in October but at this stage we are not sure 
when the programme will go out.

Robin Hall

Obituary
Mr. A. E. (Tony) Marsh passed away on the 11th of 
September 2011.  He was an active member of PDMHS 
in the 1960s and early 1970s, and was instrumental in 
introducing a large number of members to the North 
Pennines Orefield.
He served on Council for several periods during those 
early years and was Chairman of the Society at the 
beginning of this century.

Mave and Mike Luff
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Mining And Quarrying Archaeology 
in England
A Research Framework for the Archaeology 
of the Extractive Industries in England.
The Research Framework is now entering its second 
phase.  As the assessments from Phase One are 
completed, they are being posted on the Internet on the 
Research Framework pages of the NAMHO website. 
http://www.namho.org
We need your comments and opinions!  We need you 
to read the assessments, comment on their content and 
express opinions in advance of the seminars.  Please 
send any comments to the Project Officer Phil Newman.  
You can also send comments by post.  We welcome 
any comments, criticism, corrections and additional 
information. 
Seminars
We are arranging seminars to present a summary of the 
findings and discuss the results.  We want to hear your 
comments and we need to hear your opinions about the 
directions for future research.
At each seminar, Jon Humble, Senior National Minerals 
Adviser & Inspector of Ancient Monuments at English 
Heritage will speak about the National context of the 
legacy of mineral extraction.  At the Caphouse seminar, 
John Barnatt, Senior Survey Archaeologist, Peak 
District National Park Authority, will explain why mine 
historians need Archaeology. 
We will also include presentations about some of the 
work on the Assessments.  Following a buffet lunch, 
we will facilitate group discussions about the results of 
the assessments and the possible directions for future 
research.
The seminars are free to anyone wishing to attend and 
the dates are as follows:
Saturday 21st January 2012 at the National Coal Mining 
Museum, Caphouse Colliery, Wakefield, WF4 4RH.  
Starting at 10:30 for 11:00.
Saturday 11th February 2012 at Sidcot School, 
Winscombe, North Somerset, BS25 1PD.  Starting at 
10:30 for 11:00.
This is your chance to help shape a national research 
agenda and to promote whatever aspects of it you 
believe to be important.  This is a great opportunity and 
should not be missed!
Please visit the Research Framework pages of the 
NAMHO webpage for latest information on these 
events:  http://www.namho.org
Contacts:
Project Director: Peter Claughton
 P.F.Claughton@exeter.ac.uk
Project Officer Phil Newman
 projectofficer@namho.org
Mail address: Pete Jackson, 41 Cranswick Close, 
 Billingham, Stockton, TS23 3NH

Clatterway Sough Access
(Source: The British Caving Association 
Newsletter No. 15, November 2011)
We have received a message from the new owner of 
2 Hollowbrook (formerly known as Hollowbrook 
Cottage) in Bonsall, Mr. Damion Taylor, as follows:
Clatterway sough exits into our garden and I 
understand that from time to time cavers may wish to 
use the sough to enter and exit the Clatterway mine 
system.  You might want to make your members/
readers aware of the following:  We are happy to allow 
entry and exit to the sough by prior permission, ideally 
using the email ad dress:

did666@sky.com
The sough will now have a locked metal gate to 
prevent our small children from venturing inside - this 
will be installed and locked from 1st. August 2011.  In 
order to avoid a wasted trip, or even worse not being 
able to exit, it is essential that prior permission is 
sought so the gate can be unlocked.
Please ensure this information is circulated as widely as 
possible and that everyone knows to ask Mr. Taylor’s 
permission by contacting him in advance using the 
email address:

did666@sky.com
For more information please refer to the DCA’s Access 
Information on Clatterway Sough in:
 http://www.thedca.org.uk/Access.htm
or the BCA Newsletter No. 15, November 2011.

David Gough

PDMHS Newsletter, April 2012
The deadline for the next edition of the Newsletter is 
Thursday the 1st of March 2012.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee
Registered Charity No 504662

Registered Office:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR Tel: 01629 583834

Web Sites: Society: www.pdmhs.com
 Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided that 
acknowledgment is made of the source.

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society.
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