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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Membership Renewal 2012 - 2013
Members are reminded that their membership will be 
due for renewal on the 1st of September 2012.
Subscriptions for 2012 - 2013 are as foIlows: 
 Individual Member: £21.00
 Joint Members: £23.00
 Family Members: £25.00
 Institutional Member: £27.00
A Membership Renewal Form is included with this 
Newsletter, please respond promptly.  You can now 
pay your subscription by Bank Transfer, using the 
Membership Number on your Newsletter mailing label 
as reference and confirm your renewal by email to 
membership@pdmhs.com and treasurer@pdmhs.com.  
Please refer to the Renewal Form for full details.

Laura Smith

Honorary Membership for Wes Taylor
In May of this year Wes Taylor handed over the position 
of Membership Secretary to Laura Smith.  Wes has 
loyally served the Society for many years since joining 
in the 1970s.  Amongst other positions, besides that of 
Membership Secretary, he has been Deputy Chairman, 
Chairman, Hon. Treasurer and Newsletter Editor.  Each 
of these essential tasks has been carried out with skill, 
tact and patience.  We members are very grateful to Wes 
and his wife Val for their support of the Peak District 
Mines Historical Society.  I am sure I speak for all in 
wishing both of them all the best for the future.
In appreciation of Wes’s many years of invaluable 
service the Directors of the Society have voted to award 
him an Honorary Membership.

Keith Gregory

New Appointments to Council
At the meeting of the PDMHS Council on Friday the 4th 
of May we were pleased to confirm the appointments 
of Alan Mutter as Hon. Treasurer and Laura Smith as 
Membership Secretary.
Our thanks go to the previous officers in these roles, 
Dave Gough and Wes Taylor, for their valued work on 
behalf of the Society

D Weston, Hon. Secretary

The Art of Finding Nothing
A few weeks ago Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw and Steve 
Thompson met in Taddington to look for nothing.  We 
had thirty-one fields to search and all day to do it, so a 
great opportunity to find absolutely zilch.
It started very well with nothing in three fields, but then 
it began to go wrong.  In a rough area we found vein 
minerals, Calcite and Barytes, four to six inches down.  
As this was where a privately held map (which we didn’t 
believe) showed the line of a vein it was worrying...
Then it got worse:  Investigating the sites of two old 
meres we discovered that the ponds had been banked 
up from the hillside with - yes, vein minerals!  Were 
these just re-using convenient material, or were they ore 
washing ponds?  Finally, though, we ended the search 
with greater success.  The largest block of land failed to 
reveal anything remotely connected to mining.
Not a totally successful search then, but the moral of this 
sorry tale is:  You can’t say “there is nothing there” 
until you have been, and looked, and found nothing!
To slightly misquote Julius Caesar: “ego abiit, ego 
respexit, inveni nihil”.

Steve Thompson

Not to be Missed - The 2012 AGM and Social Gathering
The 2012 Annual General Meeting and Social Gathering will be held on Saturday the 17th of November 2012 at 
the Peak District Mining Museum in Matlock Bath.  As a result of the very positive response received from those 
who attended last year’s event it has been decided to follow the same format once more.
The afternoon lecture this year will be presented in two parts by Phil Wigfull, the author of ‘The Romping Lion’, 
telling the story of the Dakeyne Engine which was reputedly installed in the shaft beneath Bateman’s House in 
Lathkill Dale, and how this inspired other engineers to build steam powered versions.  Sadly the design was fatally 
flawed.  David Webb who will also be showing his latest DVD which features Good Luck Mine in the Via Gellia.
The evening meal will be a hot buffet on the same basis as last year, with a good selection of food to suit all tastes, 
and once again we shall have a bar serving real ale and wine.  The cost will be £18.00, the same as last year.  This 
will be an ideal opportunity to meet up with old friends and acquaintances and enjoy a relaxing evening.
Finalised details, including the menu etc., will be published in the October issue of the Newsletter, together with a 
booking form for you to use.

Keith Gregory and Robin Hall
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Meets List:  Summer - Autumn 2012
1:  Surface Walk - Castleton.
Tuesday 17th July.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 7.00pm 
in the main car park in Castleton Village.
This walk will take us along the course of Odin Sough 
from its outfall up to the mine.  We will have a look at 
the mine entrance, Mam Tor, Knowles Engine Shaft, the 
crushing wheel and also view the sites of Treak Cliff and 
Speedwell Caverns.

2:  Surface Walk - Stoney Middleton.
Tuesday 31st July.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 7.00pm in 
the Moon Inn car park
Walking through Coombs Dale, to the sites of Enterprise 
Mine, Talbot Sough, Sallet Hole Number One Mine and 
to the dams of Cavendish Mill.
Optional food and drink at the Moon Inn afterwards

3:  Surface Walk - Stanton In The Peak.
Tuesday 14th August 2012.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Flying Childers, Stanton in the Peak.
A chance to go and have a look at the mines in the 
Stanton area, including the impressive Kirkmeadow 
Engine Shaft, Amos Cross Shaft, Blythe Mine, the 
course of Shining Sough, the old lime kiln and the site of 
Stanton Chert Quarry.
Optional food and drink afterwards at the Flying 
Childers, Stanton in the Peak.

4:  Surface Walk - Monyash Area.
Tuesday 28th August 2012.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the car park along the Flagg road in Monyash.
This walk will take in the sites of the Hillocks Mine 
visiting both the adit entrance and the recently 
re-discovered winding shaft, then on to Knotlow Mine 
where we will look at the climbing shaft and all the 
various engine shafts associated with the mine.
Optional food and drink afterwards at the Cock and 
Pullet Sheldon.

5:  Heritage Day - Magpie Mine
Saturday 8th September 2012
Once again this year year we willl be opening Magpie 
Mine up to visitors. If anyone would like to help out, 
whether it is guiding visitors round the mine, organising 
car parking, helping in the gift shop or helping with 
refreshments your assistance will be very much 
appreciated.
If you would like to help out contact Tony Wood on the 
telephone number below.

6:  Surface Walk - Magpie Mine
Tuesday 11th September 2012.  Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet at 6.30pm at the Cock and Pullet Inn, Sheldon
A chance for new and old members alike to visit this 
magnificent mine and hear the story of its long and 

fascinating history.  A nice way to bring to an end the 
summer season of guided walks.
Optional buffet afterwards at the Cock and Pullet, 
Sheldon.

7:  Surface Walk - Wardlow Mires Area.
Tuesday 25th September 2012.  Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet 7.00 at Wardlow Mires filling Station (now 
disused).
A chance to look at the sites around the Wardlow Mires 
area, including a chance to look down on the excavation 
of the site of the c.1794 Newcomen pumping engine 
which is being carried out by the Conservation Team. 
Also, the walk will visit the new Watergrove Mine 
and the shafts associated with Watergrove Mine in the 
Housley area.
Optional food to be arranged, hopefully at the Three 
Stags Heads at Wardlow Mires.

8:  Underground Meet - Pretoria Chert 
Mine, Bakewell.
Tuesday 2nd October 2012.  Leader:  Paul Chandler.
Another evening opportunity to explore this fascinating 
mine, with its impressive pack-walls, artefacts and in 
places, more holes than rock!  This is an easy grade, 
dry trip, which is suitable for novices.  Boilersuit or old 
clothes are fine.  Access into the mine involves a 15ft 
5m) fixed ladder climb, so a belt or helmet mounted 
light will be essential. The mine consists of mostly large, 
walking size passages, which are steeply inclined in 
places.  An optional short crawl leads into another part 
of the mine, with a colourful surprise at the end!  You’ll 
find it well worth bringing a camera.
Booking details: Party size is limited to 8, plus Leader. 
Preference will be given to Society members who have 
not visited this mine before. To book your place(s), 
meeting time and place, please contact Paul Chandler. 
Reference: Mining History (PDMHS) Vol.13, No.5 
(1998).

9:  Lake District Mines Weekend.
Friday 5th to Sunday 7th October 2012.  Organiser: Paul 
Chandler.  (A Joint PDMHS, Masson Caving Group and 
CATMHS meet).
Programme:

Friday: Birkshead Gypsum Mine, Nr. Appleby.
Saturday: Carrock Tungsten Mine, Keswick Area.
Sunday: Coniston Copper Mines. 

Trip details: Birkshead Gypsum Mine - Working mine, 
containing passages of an unusual shape.  Transported 
around mine by Land Rover!  Clothing - Clothing that 
you don’t mind getting a bit dusty will be fine - no need 
for overalls / waterproofs or anything.  Footwear - Boots 
please, not riggers/wellies - something with good ankle 
support.  Safety (ie toe caps) boots not mandatory for 
visitors, but good if you have some.
All PPE provided.  Restrictions - Sorry, policy that 
no photography underground by visitors.  Daytime 
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visit.  Maximum party size of 15 persons, with 5 places 
allocated to Society members.
Carrock Tungsten Mine:  Mostly walking size passages 
with some shallow water.  There are optional fixed 
ladders.  Plenty of artefacts and nice mineralisation.  
Party size not limited.
Coniston Copper Mines:  Two trips on offer:
Trip 1:  Levers Water Mine and Hospital Level.  After 
ascending to Levers Water, the group will descend on 
a safety line (cows-tails needed), before walking in 
to Levers Water Mine, where there is fantastic copper 
staining on the walls.  Following this, the group will 
descend to Hospital Level (again cows-tails needed) 
to explore the workings on that horizon, including the 
chamber where a horse gin was sited.
Trip 2 - The Classic Coniston Through Trip.  A 
three pitch descent (no prussicking) down through the 
Coniston workings, with plenty of time to see artefacts.  
Full SRT kit required.  Each pitch is about 90ft and two 
of them are awkward to get onto, but apart from that, 
there are no rebelays.
Both trips will involve getting wet to above the knee and 
will require a walk up to Levers water, which climbs 
270m in approx.  1.2km.  Proof of insurance will be 
needed.  
References:
Carrock Tungsten Mine and Coniston Copper Mines.  
Mines of the Lake District Fells, John Adams (1988)
Beneath the Lakeland Fells, Cumbria Amenity Trust 
Mining History Society (1992)
The Lakes and Cumbria Mines Guide, Ian Tyler (2006).
Also websites: www.aditnow.co.uk 
  www.mine-explorer.co.uk 
The weekend will be based at Keswick where there is 
plenty of choice of accommodation including Hotels, 
Guest Houses, Camping, etc.
Please  contact Paul Chandler (contact details below) 
for trip bookings or any further details: Bookings are 
now being taken for all above trips.  You are welcome to 
attend one or more of the trips as you wish.

10:  Underground Meet – Holme Bank 
Chert Mine
Tuesday 9th October.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet Holme 
Lane, Bakewell.  A £2 donation to charity is requested.
Another chance to revisit this superb mine and see the 
amount of work the miners did in their arduous task 
of extracting the chert.  This will also include a trip 
down the M1, and a chance to have a look at the now 
abandoned Davy blocks works.
Optional food and drink afterwards to be arranged, it 
will be somewhere in Bakewell.

11:  Barmote Event 2012
Wednesday October 17th 2012.
More details in the October issue of the newsletter.

12:  Underground Meet - Great Masson 
Cavern, Matlock Bath
Tuesday 23rd October 2012.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock 
Bath.
Another Society visit to this ever popular, extensive part 
natural, part mined complex.  If you haven’t been before 
you are in for a treat.  It is full of interest, with large and 
impressive natural caverns, very early “woodpecker” 
pick work, hand picked coffin levels and relatively 
modern mining artefacts, and is interesting from both 
the geological and mineralization perspective.  Well 
worth bringing a camera.  With thanks to the Heights of 
Abraham for allowing access to the Masson system via 
the Show Cave.
Reference:  Lead Mining in the Peak District, edited by 
T D Ford and J H Rieuwerts (2000 edition).

13:  Surface Walk – The Ashover Mines.
Saturday 10th November 2012.  Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet 10.30am at the Black Swan in Ashover.
This walk will mainly take us around the sites of 
Overton Mine and the Gregory Mines although other 
sites will be pointed out along the way.
Optional food and drink at the Black Swan afterwards.

14:  Surface Walk – Castleton Area.
Saturday 24th November 2012.  Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet 10.30am in the main car park near Castleton visitor 
centre.
A chance to see some of the mines on Castleton Moor, 
including the entrance to James Halls Over Engine 
Mine, Hazard Mine, the site of Hollandtwine Mine and 
the now filled in Dirtlow opencast, the course of Dirtlow 
Rake, How Grove Mine and Siggate Head Mine.  We 
will also look at the cement works and Pindale Quarry.

Future Plans:
The return of the Saturday walks from November 
onwards, a possible revisit to Bage Mine and a possible 
visit to Good Luck Mine
Please keep a regular check on the web site for any 
change in circumstances on the above meet dates.
The Mining Heritage Walks are a great way of getting 
out to meet new members and old friends.  Buffets are 
optional and cost between £3.00 and £3.50
Further details on many of the mines visited can be 
found in the latest edition of “Lead Mining in the Peak 
District” by Rieuwerts and Ford.

Contact Details:
Tony Wood: Tel:  07891  276668
 email:  wtonyw01@aol.com
Paul Chandler: Tel:  01246  220773
 email:  paulchandler3@btinternet.com

Tony Wood

mailto:wtonyw01@aol.com
mailto:paulchandler3@btinternet.com
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 41
Fireset Levels and Shaft, Old Hen Mine, 
Rowland, Derbyshire, SK 217 732
An openwork for spar at this location has broken into 
narrow fireset workings on two adjacent small veins in the 
steeply-dipping limestone beds of Longstone Edge.  The 

right-hand working appears to have been carried forward 
at the point where a vertical vein intersected a vein hading 
to the south running along the bedding plane, leaving a 
void inclined at about 45 degrees.  This appeared to be 
natural on first inspection, but closer examination revealed 
sooted and heat-altered surfaces consistent with it having 
been developed by firesetting.  Some backfilling appeared 
to have taken place at the bottom of the working, and 
coal was noted eroding out of the sediments where the 
spar openwork had cut them.  The left-hand working, at a 
slightly lower level, was on a section of a second vertical 

vein and showed a classic fireset “pointed arch” profile.  
Sooting and heat alteration was visible both on the walls 
and on some of the deads backfilling it, while a thin crust 
of flowstone had covered the sooting on the left-hand 
side.  Burnt and unburnt coal was present in the sediments 
exposed by the opencut.   This working appeared to have 
been filled with deads at a later date, and on the face of the 
spar openwork there is a line of three later 18th or 19th 
century shotholes driven downwards to the level which 
may be contemporary with this backfilling.  Another small 
void was noted further to the left, but this could not be 
positively identified as being formed by mining activity.
A short distance away, there is an open shaft close to the 
field wall.  The shaft is rectangular in section and about 
1.5m x 0.75m; as the bedrock here is directly below the 
topsoil there is no ginging.  The rotted remains of a large 
timber on one side suggests that the shaft may once have 
been capped with wood and covered over with turf, which 
would explain its absence from 25” Ordnance Survey 
maps until relatively recently.  The bottom could not be 
seen but a dropped stone suggested there is a metal sheet 
lodged in the shaft about 10m down.  The large plan of 
Longstone Edge drawn up for John Taylor circa 1840 
(DRO D3266/69) does show the shaft and another which 
is either capped or run-in to the northwest, these appear to 
be situated on the same veins as the fireset workings.
Based on the research done on firesetting at the nearby 
Harrybecca mine (Barnatt and Worthington 2009 pp. 
6-23) the firesetting is most likely of 17th century date, 
though an earlier date should not be discounted.  The 
Old Hen title is known to have been part of the Barker 
family portfolio of mines and at work in the later part of 
the 18th century.  A reckoning book exists for this period 
(Bag. C. 415), although individual veins are mostly 
not named, there are references to some of the veins 
in the title crossing the boundary between the Ashford 
Northside Liberty and the Calver, Hassop and Rowland 
Liberty.  The fireset workings are at about the point where 
the liberties meet, and seem to have been driven from the 
Ashford side.

Present and Reported by – Adam Russell
References:

Barnatt, J. & Worthington, T.  2009  Metal Mines 
Through Time.  Mining History 17.3, pp.1-124.
Bagshaw Collection 415, Sheffield Archives, 
– Reckoning book for Old Hen Mine 1760-1774.
Derbyshire Record Office, Mine Abandonment Plan 
D3266/69 - Plan of veins and shafts on Longstone 
Edge c.1840.

Middle Engine Mine, Hassop, Derbyshire 
SK 225 731
Middle Engine Mine (or Middle Grove) sits at the 
foot of the steep slopes of Hassop Common close to 
Harrybecca Mine, which is a short distance to the west.  
It has two entrances; an adit entrance within the ruins 
of a coe, and now partly hidden by a very large tree, 
and an engine shaft opening higher up the hill, with an 
adjacent terraced (and very overgrown) gin-circle.  The 
mine is in limestones dipping steeply to the south, with Le
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Right-hand level showing hading vein and enlargement 
from firesetting.  Photo; Adam Russell
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stopes that generally tend to hade strongly down-dip. 
The mineralisation on Hassop Common is complex, with 
this found in veins proper and also in joints in the now 
steeply-sloping bedding.  This was known by miners as 
the plumb and hadings, and sometimes they are not easy 
to tell apart, so for simplicity’s sake all are referred here 
as ‘veins’.  The mine was unusual in the orefield in that 
meers along the hadings were staked out by the Barmaster 
from a ‘Founder Drift’ (Chats. Bar. Coll. 1855), rather 
than the usual ‘Founder Shaft’, and we assume that the 
currently accessible adit is that very same ‘drift’.
The mine is known to have been investigated in 1956 by 
Sheffield Caving Club and a survey was drawn up at this 
time, while further exploration was done in the 1970s 
(Picken 1974).  The 1956 survey mentioned the presence 
of a planked cartgate and so the purpose of a recent descent 
was partly to establish the condition of this feature.
The entrance adit is driven northwards in strongly dipping 
and very distinct beds of limestone throughout; hands-and-
knees crawling is required for most of the 25 metres along 
the level to the intersection with the engine shaft.  Here, a 
large chamber, roughly 4m in diameter, has been created 
at the intersection, presumably to support timberwork and 
platforms to facilitate the various loading and unloading 
operations.  No timber remains today, although numerous 
socket-holes for stemples or beams can be seen.
Small backfilled workings extend to the left (9 o’clock) 
and behind to the right (5 o’clock) , and the adit level also 
continues on the far side of the shaft, larger in section, 
and heading roughly north.  At present this is unreachable 
from the adit side of the shaft, but John Picken’s report 
states the level goes into a small stope further north, and 
is run-in beyond this.
The shaft is approx. 47m deep from the adit intersection, 
and cuts through an irregular mineralised section about 
halfway down, and with a westward drivage off the shaft 
at about 30m down, which leads after 25m to a large 
hading stope with no apparent continuation.  Other stopes 
also extend from the shaft in this area, but are either 
backfilled or cease after a short distance.  The shaft bottom 
is 1.5m in diameter, and with several lengths of iron rail 
sticking upwards out of the floor, like a bamboo trap!
The mine workings explored so far consist of a main 
crosscut, approx. 4m above the base of the shaft, 
which heads roughly northwards for about 75m, driven 
perpendicularly through a number of hading ‘veins’ 
trending roughly east/west, although the significant 
workings are mostly on the western side of the level.
The two longest western passages are accessed firstly 
directly from the shaft base, or secondly from the main 
crosscut, after travelling 32m north from the shaft; they 
are at this point separated vertically by about 7m, but by a 
lot more laterally, and therefore probably too far apart to 
connect directly, even allowing for the strong hade.
Both of these passages hade at approx. 45° to vertical, 
and are in good condition, though with fallen deads part-
blocking the way on in places, and with the rest perched 
precariously above.  Some are still held fast by reasonably 
dry stemples, but others are held up by little more than 
good luck!

Another level heading west, with similar character to the 
two mentioned above, was noted on the most recent visit 
but has not yet been explored to any detail.
At the far end of the main crosscut, after 56 metres, 
another stoped ‘vein’ crosses, extending about 20m 
to both east and west and with a hade of approx. 75° 
to vertical; traversing this, the continuing passage is 
backfilled almost to the roof, but there is room to pass 
though.  This is strenuous and awkward crawling along 
the top of the backfill for just over 20 metres and it ends 
at what appears to be a forefield.  The air remains good 
however, even in this very confined space, and there is a 
strong but complex draught.

Several other small hading ‘veins’ cross the main 
level, mostly 10cm or less wide, mostly fluorite and/or 
clay, and with a few specks of galena.  This pattern of 
mineralization accords with a plan of the nearby White 
Coe Mine (Sheffield Archives Bag C/200) which shows 
several hading ‘veins’ passing under the southern flank of 
Longstone Edge, and these are presumably among those 
encountered in Middle Engine Mine.  At least one hading 
in the mine has been completely backfilled, preventing 
any exploration taking place.
There are several rises up into the ‘veins’, both off the 
main crosscut and in the hading stopes, but only one has 
been explored so far; although it was climbed for at least 
30m no higher-level passages were found.  It appears 
that the miners excavated the hading ‘veins’ in a series of 
separate sections, tipping ore down to cartgates on a solid 

Hading Stope in Middle Engine Mine, Hassop Common
Photo: Phil Wolstenholme
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floor at cross-cut level.
The plankway recorded in 1956 was found 25m along 
the crosscut from the engine shaft, just before the main 
western passage begins, and is 5m in length, and 60-70cm 
in width.  All the boards are very straight, intact and well-
preserved, and are closely abutted; suggesting some kind of 
overlapping joints may exist.  The passage at this point is 
wider than the planks by about 10cm on either side, and care 
was taken by the exploring party not to tread on the planks.

At one section of the lower western passage the remains of 
another plankway can just be discerned, although it is very 
damaged and mostly buried by fallen deads.  This suggests 
the possibility at least, that originally most of the levels 
and passages were boarded to facilitate dragging of ore.
Permission to explore the mine was kindly granted by Henry 
Stephenson, while a copy of the 1956 survey and written 
description by Vic Allott was provided by Jim Rieuwerts.
Present:   Mickey Campbell, Rob Dransfield, Phil Lilley, 
John Sharp, Andy Tickle, Sam Townsend, Dave Williams 
and Phil Wolstenholme.

Reported: Phil Wolstenholme.
References:

Picken, J. 1974, A sharpening stone from a level on 
Hassop Common. Bull. PDMHS 5.6, pp. 360-361.
Sheffield Archives, Bagshaw Collection C/200, plan 
of the White Coe Mine possessions and workings, 
undated but thought to be late 18th century.
Chatsworth Barmaster’s Collection, 1855, Book 481 
page 33 and Book 482 page 97.

Buddle, Old Gells Mine, Via Gellia, 
Middleton by Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
SK 271 567

A few years ago when I first started caving I went to 
Old Gells Mine in the Via Gellia and saw a potential 
archaeological feature outside.  Close to the adit entrance 
usually explored today, but off to one side close to a 
shaft, were a few bits of stone protruding from the leaves 
which looked like a buddle. The years passed until I 
remembered about it so I went back to see what remained.  
The leaves and other debris have been recently cleared 
and it can be seen to indeed be a good example of a stone 
lined buddle with a paved floor.

Reported:  Scott Humphries

Vein-related Drainage, Deep Dale, 
Chelmorton, Derbyshire (SK 0967 7131 
and SK 0982 7164)
Observations in Deepdale on Saturday the 20th of January 
2012, after 104mm of rain during the month (recorded 
at Castleton www.peakdistrictcaving.info/rainfall.htm), 
revealed two sites which may indicate vein-related 
drainage of the catchment around Chelmorton into the 
eastern side of the dale.
At SK 0967 7131 a significant flow of water was 
emerging from a point some two metres from the bank of 
the stream, and appeared to be flowing in a deliberately 
formed channel to the stream.  A considerable number 
of air bubbles were observed entrained in the flow, 
indicating that the water is travelling through partially 
air-filled passages to this point.  This rising is precisely 
on the line of the Chance Vein, freed pre-1780 (Heathcote 
2004).
At SK 0982 7164 a similar flow of water was observed 
entering the stream, again with a significant number of 
air bubbles.  Once more it was possible that this flow 
was entering the stream through a man-made channel of 
c. 2 metres.  This rising is also on the line of a vein, now 
referred to as “Hading Vein” (Heathcote 2004).
Those present were all of the opinion that these 
two resurgences both appear to have received some 
“intervention” by man.  It may simply be that they were 

Intact Plankway in Middle Engine Mine, Hassop 
Common.  Photo: Phil Wolstenholme

The recently cleared buddle at Old Gells Mine in the 
Via Gellia.  Photo: Scott Humphries

http://www.peakdistrictcaving.info/rainfall.htm
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cleared to improve the outflow from a natural rising, but 
it is conceivable that they may mark the sites of small 
soughs.  The evidence is unclear, and no documentary 
records have so far emerged of deliberate mine drainage 
in this area.  Both sites have previously been interpreted 
as of purely natural origin (Heathcote 2004).
Present:  Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw and Steve Thompson.

Reported:  Steve Thompson
Reference:  Heathcote, C.  2004.  Lead/Calcite Workings 

in the Deep Dale and Bullhay Dale area, near 
Chelmorton, Derbyshire.  Mining History, Bull. 
PDMHS. 15.6, pp. 27-34.

Tapistone Mine, Taddington Wood, 
Taddington, Derbyshire SK 163 710
Following on from the reports in Observations and 
Discoveries parts 26 and 30, it was established that 
the shaft had been descended by the Orpheus Caving 
Club (OCC) in the early 1970s and during exploration, 
wooden rails were noted in one part of the workings.  
Steve Thompson has located the write-up of this in the 
OCC newsletter (Bellamy 1974), which reported that 
the section containing the rails was buried by a collapse 
during exploration.  The report also mentioned the 
collapsed adit further down the hillside, and it seemed 
likely that any rails would be on this level so recently 
investigation was made to see if any trace of these were 
present at the entrance in front of the collapse.
The adit entrance is a typical drystone-walled cutting, 
which has partly collapsed in places so a section 
where the walling looked to be intact was selected for 
investigation.  The accumulated leaf mould and litter 
was removed, which revealed a hard-packed floor of 
mineral sand, presumably dressing waste.  No obvious 
traces of either rails or sleepers were noted in this, 
although the area uncovered was only about 1m square.  
However, the surface did appear to have been well-
compacted, presumably by trampling.
Following the line of the vein down the hillside towards 
the A6, a number of pits were noted, one of which 
appears to be a small choked shaft.

Present – Adam Russell, Steve Thompson
Reported – Adam Russell

Reference:  Bellamy, A. R.  1974  A Mine above 
Taddington Dale. Orpheus Caving Club Newsletter 
10.3, pp. 19-21.

Blasting by Electric Shocks, Millers Dale
In the Derbyshire Record Office (D504/167/5) there is a 
large bundle of correspondence between Messrs. Brooke 
Taylor, Solicitors, and the Buxton Lime Firms Company 
Ltd. (B.L.F.).
It includes a letter on the 15th of December 1919 from 
the solicitors to the managing director of the B.L.F., Mr. 
T Ryan, which says:-  “There is a storm brewing for the 
B.L.F. at Millers Dale. The blasting operations at the 
Millers Dale Quarry are causing considerable alarm 

amongst the residents and the Dakin’s have been here 
today and lodged a formal complaint. Some blocks 
weighing quite a large amount have recently been 
blown right across the valley, and they complain that 
they are subjected to an almost daily bombardment  
......  If an application should be made to the Court for 
an injunction it will be difficult to escape from it, as 
the complainants will swear that they go in fear of life 
and limb. ”
Mr. Ryan’s reply, on the 19th of December, detailed 
instructions that had been issued to change blasting 
methods at the quarry.
On the 22nd of December the solicitors wrote to Mr. B 
Dakin of Millers Dale, stating that:-  “We have heard 
from the Buxton Lime Firms Co. Ltd. with regard to 
your complaint, and they have given instructions that 
blasting at their Millers Dale Quarry must be done by 
electric shocks pending the opening up of the face on 
the corner of the quarry. This will we hope relieve you 
of all further anxiety. ”
What was meant by “blasting must be done by electric 
shocks”?  If this simply means using electric detonators 
why would this make any significant difference?
Two more recent publications may provide a clue.  Over 
20 years ago the use of fast, high energy, electrical 
pulses for fracturing rock was being investigated, and 
was described in an American patent (USP 1987).  Even 
more recently a research award was made to investigate 
the technique as an alternative to using explosives in the 
cave environment (Gibson, 2006).
It makes one wonder - despite the absence of modern 
electronics and electrical techniques, did the Buxton 
Lime Firms Company Ltd. know something we don’t?
If anyone can elucidate what was going on please get in 
touch as detailed below.

Reported: Steve Thompson
References:

Derbyshire Record Office: D504/167/5:  General 
correspondence between Messrs. Brooke Taylor and 
the Buxton Lime Firms Co Ltd, including Thomas 
Ryan, Managing Director, on company business, 
1919-1922.
USP 1987:  US Patent 4,653, 697 (March 1987).  
Method and Apparatus for Fragmenting a Substance 
by the Discharge of Pulsed Electrical Energy.
Gibson 2006:  Rock Fragmentation by the Discharge 
of Pulsed Electrical Energy.  Gibson, D. Speleology 
7, August 2006.

If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith,

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton,

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
email:  john.barnatt@btinternet.com

mailto: john.barnatt@btinternet.com
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A Visitor to the Derbyshire Show 
Mines in 1861
Recently, during our ongoing work at Buxton Museum, 
a small box was found in the stores which contained 
a selection of specimens of rocks, minerals and two 
fossils.  Even though the specimens are of poor quality 
by today’s standards, the attached labels provide a 
wealth of information.  The specimens were a donation 
from Dover Museum which was received during the 
1980s.  The attached labels give the identity of the 
specimen, the location (or the establishment from 
which it was purchased) and the exact date.  The list is 
presented here in chronological order.

The period covers five days and begins in Matlock Bath 
on the 28th October 1861, where the visitor obtains 
four specimens from a visit to Cumberland Cavern 
(calcite and fluorite, galena and two varieties of local 
marble).  A visit to Smedley’s Museum is the source 
of Red Antique which may be assumed to be polished 
Duke’s Red Marble from the Alport Mines and used 
in the inlay work of Ashford Black Marble ornaments, 
tables etc.  Smedley appears in the 1857 Directory of 
Derbyshire (Matlock) and there are two relevant entries.  
Firstly, Thomas Smedley who runs the museum and 
was a petrifaction and spar dealer and manufacturer.  
The second is William Smedley who was described as 
a petrifaction and spar dealer and manufacturer.  It is 
only Thomas who is described as owning a museum 
and from the 1861 census Thomas Smedley is shown 
as being born in Matlock in 1810.  Interestingly in the 
1831 edition of Pigot’s Directory of Derbyshire under 
petrifaction, manufacturers and warehouses, there are 
two Smedleys, John and Peter.  Did these spar workers 
and manufacturers hand down their businesses to the 
above Thomas and William?
Our visitor, three days later, is found in Castleton and the 
collection is enhanced by a visit to Tym’s Museum, Blue 
John Mine and Cavedale.
John Tym (1829-1901) was born in Castleton and he 
owned Tym’s Spar and Marble shop where the museum 

was situated.  The building is recognisable as appearing 
in the manner of a Chapel on the lane leading towards 
Peaks Cavern.  The “Chapel” window was constructed 
to accommodate a Blue John window made by John 
Tym.  Similar windows are still in existence and one 
example may be viewed within Buxton Museum.  It is 
interesting to note that John Tym’s father was the guide 
to the Blue John Mine.
Although four examples are labelled “Cumberland 
Cavern” the two marbles do not occur there naturally.  
The Black Marble almost certainly originates from either 
the Rookery or Arrock Mine at Ashford in the Water and 
the Grey Marble probably from Monyash or Tideswell 
Dale.

These marbles, together with 
the Duke’s Red, were all used 
in Ashford Black Marble 
inlay work and were probably 
offcuts and fragments from 
the marble mill and works at 
Ashford, and were sold to the 
Cumberland Show Mine (by 
the workmen?) for ongoing 
sale to tourists.

The final two specimens are 
derived from Bradwell on the 
1st November 1861.

Samantha Harris (Assistant 
Curator) of Dover Museum 
has kindly checked the 
available records to determine 

the donor of the specimens.  There are a number of 
instances where samples can be no longer accounted for 
but this may be the result of the Museum being shelled 
twice in WW2 by long range German artillery from 
Calais;  the natural history collections were heavily 
damaged or destroyed by the blasts.  The only candidates 
in the relevant time frame would appear to be a Dr Gill 
or a Captain Hobbs.
The “Cumberland Cavern” example of lead ore (which 
probably does not come from the largely unmineralised 
Cumberland Cavern, but from the interconnected 
mineralised Wapping Mine) is of poor quality, similar to 
a specimen which may be picked up on old mine dumps 
today.  As such, it could represent the well documented 
practice of mine guides suddenly dimming their lanterns 
when it was time to leave and lamenting their poverty 
together with their numerous children to support.  The 
implied threat was to persuade the visitor to purchase 
a specimen spar souvenir for a penny or two to ensure 
their safe egress from the cave.
This unknown traveller, probably from Kent, has 
afforded us a glimpse of his visit over 150 years ago and 
illustrates the importance of even the most cursory of 
contemporary notes on geological (or other) material.
Our thanks to Ros Westwood of Buxton Museum and 
Samantha Harris of Dover Museum.

Dave Weston and John Cooke

Specimen Location Date
Spa (sic)  (Spar) Cumberland Cavern, Matlock Bath 28.10.1861
Lead Ore Cumberland Cavern, Matlock Bath 28.10.1861
Grey Marble Cumberland Cavern, Matlock Bath 28.10.1861
Black Marble Cumberland Cavern, Matlock Bath 28.10.1861
Red Antique Smedley’s Museum, Matlock Bath 28.10.1861
Lead Spa (sic) and barytes Tym’s Museum, Castleton, Derbyshire 31.10.1861
Spa (sic) Tym’s Museum, Castleton, Derbyshire 31.10.1861
Stalactite, Shell and Fossil Tym’s Museum, Castleton, Derbyshire 31.10.1861
Moss Spa (sic) Tym’s Museum, Castleton, Derbyshire 31.10.1861
Blue John Fluor Blue John Mine, Castleton, Derbyshire 31.10.1861
Shell Fossil Cavedale, Castleton, Derbyshire 31.10.1861
Tuffa (sic) Bradwell, Derbyshire 1.11.1861
Tuffa (sic) Bradwell, Derbyshire 1.11.1861
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Book Review:  Bath Stone Quarries
Derek Hawkins, Folly Books Ltd., (www.follybooks.
co.uk) 27 Farleigh Rise, Monkton Farleigh, Bradford on 
Avon, Wiltshire, BA15 2QP.  2011, 224 pp.  £24.99.

This is a great book!  Hardbound with nearly 250 
pages with well over 400 photographs, it provides an 
excellent summary of the Bath Stone quarries in the 
greater Bath/Corsham area with chapters on each of the 
main quarrying areas.  There are introductory chapters 
covering the geology of the stone, which as a mining 
geologist I found rather basic but then the book is not 
intended as a geology text book, and the methods of 
working the stone.  It then goes on to describe the 
various quarries in each area.  These chapters are based 
on some excellent photographs taken underground with 
descriptive text, the combination of which I found just 
about perfect in terms of balance between images and 
words.  While it could be described as a coffee table 
book, having a large format to present the photographs 
to advantage, I would consider it more informative than 
a book of this genre.  It covers the quarries and their 
working history with only passing mention of their 
post quarrying military uses.  The photographs are well 
chosen with some interesting panoramic views that show 
the workings from a different perspective than usual.  All 
are of high quality and they include images of some of 
the recent working of the stone as well as of the older 
quarries.  I recommend this book to anyone with an 
interest in the Bath stone quarrying industry and I think 
that with its large format high quality photographs, it 
is good value for money.  One I shall certainly take off 
the shelves again!  It is volume 1 in a series of three by 
the publishers under the banner of Subterranean Britain.  
The other two are “Second World War Secret Bunkers” 
by Nick McCamley (which covers the post extraction 
uses of the quarries by the military) and “Cold War 
Bunkers” by Nick Catford.
Available post free from the publishers for £24.99, or 
from other booksellers.

Richard Shaw

Seldom Seen Engine House attacked 
by vandals.

In February vandals cut down two large pine trees close 
to the Victorian Seldom Seen beam engine house in 
Eckington Woods, causing damage to woodwork on 
the building and creating a hole in the slate roof.  It is 
estimated that the damage will cost c. £5,000 to repair.
The engine house is a Scheduled Ancient Monument 
which is the last remaining building on the Plumbley 
Collieries site.  It is a large engine house of unusual 
design, and is believed to date from 1855 to 1875.
Thanks to Paul Chandler for this information.

Steve Thompson

Lead Mining in Derbyshire: History, 
Development & Drainage, Volume 4.
This is the 4th and final volume of this series by J H 
Rieuwerts, and completes the most comprehensive 
account of Derbyshire Lead Mining ever written.  
This book covers the area south of the Via Gellia, and 
includes the Cromford, Wirksworth, Middleton-by-
Wirksworth, Brassington, Tissington, Cold Eaton, Crich 
and Ashover Mines.
This volume has now been published by the Peak 
District Mines Historical Society and is available for 
purchase from the Peak District Mining Museum, priced 
at £25.00 plus £4.00 p&p (UK).  The Museum is able to 
accept credit card payments, so orders and payment can 
be made over the phone on 01629 583834.

Robin Hall

New Members
Please welcome the following people who have recently 
been elected as new members of the Society.
 John Barry Hicklin and Family, BELPER
I’m sure we all hope that they will find their membership 
of the Society an enjoyable and rewarding experience.

Laura Smith
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Seldom Seen Engine House.  © Copyright Alan Heardman 
and licensed for use under the Creative Commons licence.

http://www.follybooks.co.uk
http://www.follybooks.co.uk
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The Last Miner
“Oh, you looking for Arthur are you, why?”  That was 
the sort of reply I received when I asked “where could I 
find Arthur Poulson?” around Bollington.  I did not know 
what to expect, but I did find him, living in a caravan at 
the old brickworks at Bakestonedale.
The caravan was surrounded by flowers in containers of 
all sorts, with a large dog barking at the end of its chain.  
I introduced myself, and when Arthur learned I wished 
to talk mining, and that I didn’t represent any sort of 
authority, his doubts were removed.  We sat round a large 
fire of Pott Shrigley coal, mined by Arthur from an old 
adit just behind the caravan.  A lady suggested a cup of 
tea, a bucket of tea would have been more accurate.  Two 
young children, a boy and a girl of about 10 or 12 arrived 
announcing they had found a lark’s nest, “you didn’t 
touch it did you?” said Arthur, in a tone that said if they 
had they were in serious trouble.  No, they hadn’t, they 
didn’t seem the sort of youngsters who would.  From then 
on I liked Arthur and I wondered why I’d received the 
strange remarks and funny looks when I asked about him.
After tea he took me into a short adit behind the caravan, 
which he had recently discovered, it was rather wet and I 
found some wooden branches laid in the wetter muddier 
parts, they had equally spaced marks on each of them, I 
believe they had been laid to ease the passage of tubs over 
the wetter parts.  Arthur and his friends in the brickworks 
had wished to survey the position of this adit in relation 
to the surface.  This they did in a novel way by placing 
explosive at the end of the tunnel, and seeing on the 
surface where the ground jumped.  They also got rid of 
some old explosive by blowing up an old quarrymen’s 
shelter a little further up the hill, now there is only one 
of these left.  He showed me where he stored some of 
his gear, in an old lime kiln among the buildings in the 
works, there were two of these, both very small, about 8 
feet in diameter.
We had several evening walks across Bakestonedale 
Moor. Arthur was interested in anything mining, his 
geology seemed to be instinctive, probably common 
among the old miners.  One evening he showed me a 
short adit he had found which could only have gone gone 
to the Little Smut, a seam the Geological Survey stated 
had not been mined, but the old miners had certainly 
investigated it.  I remember that very clearly for I had 
dropped in to see him whilst on my way to the Buxton 
antique fair, with slightly better clothes on.  He was quite 
excited about his find and led me through very wet grass 
to the streamside.  Thereafter I dressed down to visit him!
We looked at two of the gin circles on Spons Moor which 
still had the centre bearing set in a large stone.  The next 
time I saw him I discovered he had excavated the centres 
of all the other gin circles leaving the turf lying around.  
After I explained that archaeologists tidied up after their 
dig, so did Arthur.
When I first met him he was grinding up old fire bricks 
with a pug mill and selling the grindings on, I think for 
the manufacture of new firebricks.  Hammond’s ceased 
mining for fire clay about 1962, coal mining had ceased 
some years before, and Arthur had lost the work he 

enjoyed most of all.  He asked Eric Hammond what to 
do.  Eric showed him a place a little way up the valley, 
above the bridge and near the stream and suggested 
Arthur try mining here, and Hammond’s would buy any 
fireclay he may get.  This Arthur, with his brother, did for 
a few years, sometimes working a night shift.  They broke 
into old workings and got some of the coal and clay by 
“robbing the pillars”.
Arthur’s activities came to the notice of the Peak Park 
Authority, the “environment boys” as Arthur called 
them, who thought he was making a mess, which might 
become an eyesore (Bakestonedale is just within the Park 
boundary).  The Safety in Mines people became involved 
too, and a geologist, Dr. Fred Broadhurst, was called in to 
give his opinion.  On safety grounds more than anything 
else Arthur’s mine was shut down, a sensible decision, 
for sooner or later Arthur or his brother would have got 
killed.  This was the sort of thing that angered Arthur 
intensely, he had a very strong dislike of authority, and 
here they were stopping him doing the thing he liked 
more than anything, mining.
Right, he thought, if I cannot mine I shall opencast, and 
started pulling, down with his JCB, the overburden where 
the coal and clay outcropped near the river.  This did 
make a noticeable scar in the valley, but it was a pointless 
act and didn’t last long.  The scar soon healed, and the 
Peak Park had little to fear.
He left Bollington and went to live at Flash, resuming  
mining in the old mines of the Goyt Valley.  A gentleman 
who lived high in the hills near Flash asked Arthur to 
blow up some large boulders on his land.  Arthur still 
had his explosive licence and did the job requested, but 
had some explosive left over and said he must “hide 
it from the IRA”, that was the climate then.  This he 
did, I imagine, in a corner of some old mine.  Shortly 
afterwards Arthur died.  I’m told the explosive will 
end up as a harmless puddle on the floor, but worth 
remembering when exploring old mines in the area!
When Hammond’s ceased mining Arthur told me there 
was a grand bonfire of company paperwork.  He salvaged 
a large underground survey, earlier than an abandonment 
plan, which I copied,  now one of my treasures.
 He played the piano by ear and was a great letter writer.  
He complained about some imagined wrong he had 
suffered to the President of Albania, Enver Hoxha, and 
even got a reply.  After some  very protracted wrangling 
with Cheshire police, over a parking fine I think, he 
received a letter, of which he was very proud.  It was 
from the Chief Constable saying they were now giving up 
chasing him for the fine. 
All those interested in mining, and I’m sure in the Society 
there are others who met Arthur, and who talked mining 
with him were fortunate,.  He was a gentleman in the best 
sense of the word, and as the well worn phrase might say, 
“they don’t mine his seam any more”, and that’s our loss.  
His memorial, is by the stream in Bakestonedale, a fallen 
entrance to an adit, grassed over now, but marked by a 
stout wooden post.  The last mine, of the last miner, “The 
Lazy Dog Mine”.

Roger Bowling
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Hassop, Calver and Rowland 
Barmasters’ Books
This set of three books, originally in the collection 
of Henry Stephenson, were transferred to the then 
Barmaster, W. M. (Bill) Erskine in c.1981.  Subsequently 
they came into the possession of the present Barmaster, 
Mr. Edward Tennant and, in c.2002, via the agency 
of Jim Rieuwerts, were added to the collection in the 
Chatsworth Archives.
These books have now been catalogued as extensions to 
Roger Flindall’s Calendar of the Barmasters’ Collection, 
in Section R, as books 481, 482 and 483.
481: Mine Entry Book 1840 to 1920, Mineral Liberties 

of Hassop, Calver and Rowland.
482: Barmaster’s Book of Entries for the Liberties 

of Hassop, Calver and Rowland commencing 
November 24th 1840 (to 1863).  At the rear is 
the Earl of Newburgh’s Mineral Account, Ore 
Measurements and Lot Ore Accounts for Hassop, 
Calver and Rowland, 1840 to 1848.

483: A complex collection of papers relating to John 
Mort, Mining Engineer, inserted into a book which 
begins “Introductory Notes on Mathematics” dated 
2-10-17.  Amongst other things the papers relate 
to coal mining in Wales, the Lancashire coalfield, 
the Stockport area and at Bugsworth etc.  There 
is also information relating to boreholes, civil 
engineering, land surveying and measurement, 
properties and prices of materials and engineer’s 
tables.  The entries appear to end  c. 1932.  This 
collection needs further careful study and analysis.

Steve Thompson

Training Coordinator’s Notes:
A Vertical Skills Training Session 
Trip Report
New members John Hicklin and family recently 
enquired about learning a few vertical skills for use 
underground.  Within a couple of weeks, a Saturday trip 
into Devonshire Cavern was underway for John and 
sons Tommy and Jack, and armed with enough tackle to 
rig Titan, we set up camp at the short 6 metre pitch.  The 
ladder and line practice failed to tire the two boys, aged 
seven and nine, so after John had a couple of climbs and 
descents himself (arms still aching, John?) we re-rigged 
the pitch for SRT.
After a few minutes of instruction, John was talked 
through his first pitch-head approach and abseil, both 
of which were safely executed and well controlled.  His 
first ascent, however, perhaps left him wishing he’d 
gone for a walk!
Good SRT technique comes with practice, and lots of 
it, so we should see things improve over the next few 
sessions.  The boys wanted to try SRT for themselves, 
but it was obvious that this would take some serious re-
engineering of the kit.  After some minor adjustments to 
the rigging, we did at least manage to arrange a system 
allowing both to enjoy a safe self-controlled abseil.
Thanks, as usual, to Rich Halford for rigging and safety 
line duties, and John Kitchener for keeping a watchful 
eye on all of the flock.  Apologies to Mrs H for making 
everyone late for tea!

Martin Long
Training Coordinator

Possible Additional Reckonings for Old Hen Mine.
On page 4 of this Newsletter Adam Russell refers to a book of reckonings, Bagshaw Collection  415, for Old Hen Mine.  
Also in Sheffield Archives, Bagshaw Collection 411 is listed as “ Mawry Mine Reckoning Book 1781”, covering the 
period between July 1781 and 
September 1783, then it was 
later used as a mathematics 
exercise book by Robert Wyatt 
in c-1810 and for the Foolow 
Tithe accounts 1824 to 1835.
However, at the other end from 
the Mawry reckonings there 
are other reckonings covering 
the period June 9th 1781 to 
December 20th 1783. Only one 
refers to a specific mine, which 
is Old Hen - as shown in the 
rough transcript on the right.
This may perhaps suggest that 
all of this series of reckonings 
refer to Old Hen Mine?

Steve Thompson

Reckg. for Octr. 28th 1781    Received by us under written
George Frost     in full of our demands at Old Hen
     till the date of this reckoning.

 Mary Twigge  1s 6d paid nov 7 at grove

 Mary Frost  1s 6d

 Anthony Barton (Smith)  2s 0d
 Anthony Barton drawg  1s 2d
 Wm  Furniss Striking  0s 6d
 Mr  Cresswell  Cands 6lb 3s 3d
        ---Do---     Powder 2do 2s 6d

   12s 5d

Ore 1 ld  5¾d  @ 30/- £2 9s 2d
 Charge dedt  12s 5d
 Due to Geoe Frost £1 16s 9d     the mark X of Geoe Frost 

her

Mary  X  Frost
 mark

Anthony Barton (signed )

Receipt Feby 6th  82

}

}
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A VIP Visit to Rookery Mine
On the evening of Wednesday the 24th of May, Tony 
Wood, Phil Wolstenholme and I had the honour and 
pleasure of showing the Duchess of Devonshire and 
two senior members of the Chatsworth staff around the 
black marble workings of Rookery Mine.  This was a 
result of a request to organise a visit for the Duchess 
from Eddie Tennant, the current Barmaster and mineral 
agent to the Chatsworth Estate.  Mr. Tennant had asked 
Jim Rieuwerts who to approach about this, and Jim 
had suggested contacting me in the first instance.  After 
a fortnight of phone calls back and forth a date was 
fixed and, on a fine May evening, Tony took the party 
to the site of the former marble works, then into the 
underground workings, explaining about the methods 
of extracting  and working the black marble, and the 
importance of the patronage of the Dukes of Devonshire 
in developing the industry.

I have since received a message of thanks from the 
Duchess saying how much she enjoyed her visit, and 
how informative they all found it.  Our thanks must also 
go to Martin Long and the Goodluck Mine Preservation 
Club for the loan of headlights and helmets at fairly 
short notice!

Adam Russell

New Venture Mine, Bradwell, Derbys.
Please note that due to insurance constraints the licence 
and access agreement for New Venture Mine, between 
the Society and the landowners, Lafarge Cement UK, is 
being terminated.  Consequently Society members will 
no longer have any agreed right of access, or Society 
insurance cover, with regard to this site.

D Weston, Hon. Secretary

Sheffield & Rotherham Independent
3rd January 1888
AlArming Accident At A derbyshire leAd mine

“Yesterday, a very serious accident occurred at the 
Wheel’s Rake Lead Mine, which is situated on the 
Haddon Fields’ side of Allport, about midway between 
Youlgreave and Bakewell.  The mine is about the 
busiest in the neighbourhood.  Some of the men 
were ascending, the engine at the mine head being in 
charge of a one-armed man - a resident in the adjacent 
village of Sheldon.  It appears that by some means 
the engine became unmanageable, or the driver made 
a miscalculation as to the position of the load he was 
drawing, as the tub, with three men in it, dashed past the 
props where it should have stopped.  One of the men 
seeing the inevitable danger of being hurled down the 
mine or being thrown over the wheel, leaped from the 
cage, and escaped with comparatively slight injuries.  
The other two fared worse, both being hurled onto the 
bank with great violence.  One suffered a terrible shock, 
and what is believed to be a fractured or dislocated 
thigh, and other injuries, and the third man received 
severe injuries, including broken ribs.  It is not expected 
that the injuries will prove fatal.”

6th January 1888
the mine Accident neAr bAkewell

“The three men who were injured at the Alport Lead 
Mine on Monday, through over-winding, are all doing 
very well, although one, named Oldfield, has sustained 
very bad injuries.  It is stated that the engine becoming 
unmanageable was the cause of the accident.”
The “one-armed man - a resident in the adjacent village 
of Sheldon ” is clearly Thomas William (Wingy, or ’Owd 
One Arm) Brocklehurst, subsequently the engineman at 
Magpie Mine.  The shaft and engine were situated north 
of Baltic Wood (Rieuwerts, 2008) at c. SK 2236 6528.
Reference: Rieuwerts, J. H., 2008.  Lead Mining in 

Derbyshire, Volume 2, Millers Dale to 
Alport & Dovedale.  Landmark Publishing.

Steve Thompson

PDMHS Newsletter, October 2012
The deadline for the October edition of the Newsletter is 
Saturday the 1st of September 2012.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee
Registered Charity No 504662

Registered Office:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR Tel: 01629 583834

Web Sites: Society: www.pdmhs.com
 Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided that 
acknowledgment is made of the source.

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society.

L-R:  Rupert Symmons, Peter Inskip, the Duchess of 
Devonshire, Tony Wood and Adam Russell.

Photo:  Phil Wolstenholme
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