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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Enquiry for Historical Details of the 
Oakerthorpe and Pentrich Collieries
I am producing an account of the London Science 
Museum’s Pentrich Colliery Newcomen Engine, based 
around additional unpublished materials from the 
museum, more specifically the account of its sale and 
movement to London, courtesy of Walker Bros of Wigan.
The background to Francis Thompson, its builder, and 
details of the engine itself have already been admirably 
covered by David Hulse’s book, and it is not my intention 
to duplicate these.
I would however be grateful for any information members 
may have on the following topics:
1. The history of Oakerthorpe Colliery, specifically 

relating to what prompted the decision to install 
Thompson’s engine in 1791 and the reasons for its 
move from there to Pentrich in 1841, and especially 
the sources of this data.

2. The history of Pentrich Colliery, particularly what 
prompted the purchase of the engine

3. Any details of the long serving Mr Haslam, the 
Pentrich Collieries owner or principal (resident at 
The Elms, Ripley)

4. Some background to Mr W T Anderson, who 
photographed and reported so comprehensively 
on the engine ( Notes on an Old Colliery Pumping 
Engine – Transactions of the Institute of Mining 
Engineers 1917 - I have the copy of his report).  I 
seem to recall Anderson visited the colliery as part 
of its electrification programme; in addition to being 
a member of the Institute of Mining Engineers he 
was also a member of the Institute of Electrical 
Engineers, and may have been involved with Rolls 
Royce at Derby.

5. Correspondence from 1893 suggests that the 
colliery also had a 20” winding engine with open 
topped cylinder - any information on that would be 
gratefully received.

6. Any photographs of the Engine at Pentrich, other 
than those that appeared in Anderson’s report.

All contributions will be acknowledged, any expenses 
reimbursed and all copyrights respected.
Please contact me either
by email: grudgings@btinternet.com
or by post: 31 Laverstoke Lane, Laverstoke,
 WHITCHURCH, RG28 7NY

Steve Grudgings

NAMHO Conference 2013
Mining Legacies
Aberystwyth, 28th June to 1st July
Aberystwyth, on the coast of mid-Wales, provides an 
ideal venue for a conference focusing on the legacies of 
past mining activity.  The university has all the facilities 
for a full lecture programme, with the opportunity 
to visit many relevant mine sites in its immediate 
hinterland.
The uplands of mid-Wales are rich with examples of 
metal mining from the Bronze Age through to the 20th 
century.  Its historic landscape has been moulded by 
the activities of man over thousands of years and the 
interpretation of its archaeology, and its environmental 
and cultural impact, tells a story which is relevant across 
a much wider area.
This conference brings together mining historians and 
archaeologists from across Britain, Ireland and further 
afield to share their work and their experiences, to 
socialise and to enjoy a rich mining heritage.
The details, including a précis of the field trips, the 
lecture programme and the booking form are available 
on the conference web site at:

www.namhoconference.org.uk
Steve Thompson

PDMHS  e-Newsletter

To subscribe to the e-newsletter please send an email 
with your name and Membership Number (from 
your membership card or Bulletin or Newsletter 
mailing label), or your postal address to confirm your 
membership details, to the Membership Secretary at 
membership@pdmhs.com

Steve Thompson
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The PDMHS Newsletter 
is available in electronic 
form as a PDF file.
You can opt to receive it 
by email in addition to 
the paper copy posted to 
all members..
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Mining and Transport Methods at the 
Rookery Black Marble Mine, Ashford.
Following several recent visits to this mine I have 
become convinced that normal mining practice was not 
followed here.
The questions that need answering at Rookery are these:   
How did the miners break out the rock and which bed 
(of five normally visible) was the favoured marble and 
which the waste?
Having extracted the chosen bed, how were the blocks 
loaded and removed from the mine?
Seemingly simple questions?  Maybe, but normal rules 
apparently don’t apply...
If you visit Holme Bank Chert Mine, Bakewell, or even 
the small Arrock Marble Mine across the valley from 
Rookery, you can clearly see tooling marks in the rock, 
an obvious undercutting of one bed to relieve another.  
You can see ironwork, anchor points, rails, timber and 
rope wear marks all through the mines.
Not so at Rookery.  Indeed, on a visit last Autumn by 
quite a few erudite Society members, nobody could find 
solid evidence of which bed was the product and which 
was the waste, nor how the beds were removed.  There 
is one face with shot holes in evidence but these appear 
almost an afterthought, maybe a re-work when the mine 
had been closed?  There is little real evidence of the use 
of wedges or any usual method of rock removal where 
the stone is wanted in large blocks.  In any case, blasting 
is not usually done close to dimension stone for fear of 
inducing minute cracks.
On the transport side, no evidence whatsoever can be 
found of the method used.  In many places the floor is 
clean solid rock.  There are no scrape marks, no anchor 
holes, nothing.  Where the floor has been built up, there 
are no sleeper holes or marks and no barrow or wheel 
marks.  In the whole mine we have not found one single 
piece of rail, dog nail, bolt, ordinary nail and no wood 
except a very few temporary support legs built into one 
area of packwork.  There are no rope marks to be found 
either.  We cannot believe that there would be no single 
trace of the transport method.  All methods leave some 
debris or signs behind, don’t they?
There are just two places found where a small eye has 
been chipped in the floor for timber, in the middle of a 
roadway for no obvious purpose, perhaps a temporary 
support.
Some of the stone was worked updip and some downdip.  
So both winching and lowering gear would have been 
needed.
Stuart Band reports that there are some extremely large 
features at Chatsworth that have been made from stone 
from Rookery so they must have been able to move 
blocks weighing tons, not just mantle clock sizes. 
Bearing in mind that this mine closed around 1904, so 
no rubber tyred transport would have been used.  The 
mine had been worked for maybe 150 years, over quite 
an area, so how was it done?

After extensive discussion and much searching of the 
mine there is only one obvious way that we can come 
up with.  As Sherlock Holmes said, “Eliminate all other 
factors, and the one which remains must be the truth.”
The blocks were removed using Hover Trolleys.  Such 
trolleys would leave no mark on the floor and float up 
or down the transport roadways as required.  It would 
also account for the two rub marks found high up on one 
corner wall as though a block of stone had scraped past.

We are still trying to come up with a working hypothesis 
for the extraction method.
Now I realize that this transport system may seem rather 
unique to Derbyshire but I felt that I would publish our 
interim thoughts in the interests of academic discussion, 
so that others may examine the evidence and offer viable 
alternative solutions, if they can…..

Les Riley

The Winch at Kelly Mine.
An Early History.
I noticed the article in Newsletter 145 about the winch 
that went to Kelly Mine Group, and I would like to add 
something to the history of the winch and how it got to 
its new home.
Around 1970, myself, Terry Worthington and a couple 
of others found the winch bolted to a trolley inside the 
chamber accessed (now) by the adit at Jug Holes.  In 
those days, the adit was blocked and access was by a 
roughly 50 ft (?) shaft where the adit met the chamber.  
Being enterprising young chaps, we decided that such a 
device might come in handy in the future.
We started to dismantle it and carry the various parts 
home to Chesterfield, at first on the bus and then on my 
motorbike.  Pulling parts up the shaft was hard as things 
like the drum were heavy and all we had was a railway 
line three legs, a pulley and some hairy rope.  However, 
we succeeded in recovering all but the main frame.  
This was just beyond our ability to both lift and then 
transport.
About that time fate steered us into a meeting with 
Ron Amner, and in Ron we found a kindred spirit for 
gathering things, pulling, digging and moving stuff.  

An archaeologically precise depiction, by John Pickin, 
of an early Hover Tub, a precursor of the later Hover 
Trolleys used in the Rookery Black Marble Mine.
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More importantly, Ron was old enough and rich enough 
to fund a car!
Borrowing a 3:2 pulley set from a Chesterfield scout 
group, we managed to lift the frame out of the shaft and 
heave it up the hillside, meeting Frank Sheen on the way, 
he stopped and gave us a helping hand.  Funny who you 
met in those days walking around in the dark…
The winch then spent some time languishing in my 
father’s garage until Frank and John Peel appeared at 
Goodluck Mine one day and volunteered to rebuild and 
motorise the winch.
Time passed, and the winch emerged from its rebuild 
in the guise of the “Black Winch of Death”, which was 
used extensively by Society members up until early 
Wills Founder work, when it was replaced by the new 
hi-tech hydraulic winch. The old winch became the 
heavy lifting winch for a time before it was superseded 
by the current heavy winch.

Eventually, the winch unit was removed from the 
“Black Winch of Death” and mounted as seen in the 
last Newsletter, ready for service at a Castleton cave 
dig.  It never got there as the digging team acquired a 
compressor and took a Holman air winch instead.
At the Society’s 50th barbecue at Magpie some visitors 
from Kelly Mine, who had been at the preceding 
NAMHO conference, were admiring the Magpie 
headgear and winder.  They enquired about the 
availability of such winders.  A kind soul directed them 
to Terry and myself in case we knew of anyone selling a 
winder.  Whilst we couldn’t offer a Magpie size winder, 
we could and did offer the Jug Holes winch.  For small 
scale digging and restoration work at Kelly Mine it 
should be just the right size.
In the spirit of inter-society cooperation, the winch was 
given to Kelly Mine at no cost, they just had to collect 
it.  It was collected later in the year when some Kelly 
members, travelling in a van, had a stay at Magpie.
Why, incidentally, the “Black Winch of Death”, you 
might ask?  Ask Terry some time, there were some 
“teething troubles” on its first outing!

Les Riley

University of Sheffield’s Geology 
Department Centenary Celebrations.
2013 marks the Centenary of the opening of the Geology 
Department at the University of Sheffield.  A book, 
covering the department’s history, achievements and 
eventual closure, is being prepared as a fitting monument 
to this influential institute, and will be published later 
this year in conjunction with the Centenary festivities.
Following an appeal for information, it became clear 
that there was a strong demand from both former staff 
and alumni for a full-scale reunion, and a Centenary 
celebration seemed most appropriate.  This event 
will take place on 21 September 2013 in Firth Hall, 
University of Sheffield.
Further information and booking forms are available to 
download from www.geologyatsheffield.co.uk

Alison Hunter 
BSc Geology Honours 1971 (Sheffield)

New Members
Please welcome the following who have all recently 
been elected as new members of the Society.

Philip Roddis and Jacalyn Cawkwell, SHEFFIELD
Sarah and Stuart McLarkey, MATLOCK
Darren Thomas and Vivian Swain, WORKSOP

We hope they will all get a great deal of enjoyment 
and interest from their membership, and play a full and 
rewarding part in the activities of the Society.

Laura Smith

An Exciting Document Discovery
Chris Heathcote has recently communicated some 
most exciting information about a newly discovered 
document in the National Archive at Kew.  As members 
will appreciate from the fact that it still carries a PRO 
(Public Record Office, the former name for the National 
Archive) designation, this document has not seen the 
light of day for some considerable time.
PRO Z04/34/Derby-mines  (Henry II-4)

Ye myne in tadintun nere ye top welle hede 
bee att presente very riche and ye suff is 
workinge welle.  Wee have four scowere 

or morre men att laboure.  Tuesday after St. 
Benedict, ye 1st day of Aprill in ye Yeare of 
Oure Lorde mclviij (1158).
The discovery of this document quite clearly extends 
the early history of Peak District Lead Mining to a 
remarkable degree, and will no doubt have far reaching 
consequences.
Indeed, in a recent conversation with Dr. Jim Rieuwerts, 
he stated that such an early reference to “ye suff” means 
that, despite having conducted more than fifty years 
research, he will have to start again from scratch !!!

Steve Thompson

The “Black Winch of Death” in use at the Wills 
Founder Shaft in February 1976.  Les driving, and Sue 
- well, supervising, I guess...

Photographer:  Unknown

www.geologyatsheffield.co.uk
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Meets List:  Summer 2013
1: Mining Heritage Walk - Stone Edge 
Cupola
Tuesday 23rd April. Leader:  Tony Wood, meet at 
6.30pm at the Red Lion Inn, Stone Edge, SK 337 670.
This is the first walk in the evening walks program for 
2013 and we will be visiting the Stone Edge smelt mill 
built in 1771 to look at how the lead was smelted, the 
sites of the furnaces, the site of the slag mill and the 
Spanish slag mill, the water collection pond, the flues 
and the site of the former Jug & Glass Inn.
There will be a chance to have a drink at the Red Lion 
Inn afterwards.

2: Surface Walk – Bakewell Chert Mines
Tuesday 7th May 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
6.30pm at the Coombs Road car park.
A chance to look at the former industrious trade of chert 
mining.  Starting at Holme Bank mine we will then head 
off to the sites of the End Cliffe Mine and quarry, the site 
of a chert mine near Saint Anselm’s school, the entrance 
to Pretoria Mine, and the Parsonage Chert Quarry.  We 
will finish off in the church yard to look at the grave of 
White Watson.
Optional food and drink will be arranged somewhere in 
Bakewell afterwards.

3: Surface Walk – Wardlow Mires Area
Tuesday 21st May 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the now disused Wardlow Mires filling 
Station.
A chance to look at sites around the Wardlow Mires 
area, including an opportunity to look down on the 
current project to excavate the site of a Newcomen 
pumping engine, a look at the later Watergrove Mine and 
the shafts associated with the Watergrove Mine in the 
Housley area.
Optional food to be arranged, hopefully at the Three 
Stags Heads at Wardlow Mires.

4: Surface Walk – Ashover, Part 1
Tuesday 4th June 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm, Ashover Village Hall car park (just above the 
Black Swan Inn)
This walk will take us into Ashover churchyard to look 
at a 12th century stone coffin, the top end of the Ashover 
light railway, Brimstone Dyke Mine, Overton Mine and 
Hall and the top half of Mill Town Quarry.
Optional food & drink afterwards at either the Black 
Swan or the Old Poets Corner

5: Surface Walk – Ashover, Part 2
Tuesday 18th June 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Nettle Inn, Milltown
A walk from the Nettle Inn will take us to the head of 
Fallhills Quarry, Falls Mill, over the river Amber to the 
lime kilns, onto Fall Hills station then over the rakes and 

to the top end of Milltown Quarry.  Finally, a look at the 
Great Eastern plantation and Blythe Grove Mine.
Optional food & drink afterwards at the Nettle Inn

6: Surface Walk – Ashover, Part 3
Tuesday 2nd July 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Miners Arms at Mill Town.
This walk will take a look at the famous Gregory Mine, 
including the chimney for the lead smelter and the site of 
the once impressive tips.  We will also take a look at the 
site of Miss Parkins log washer. From the Gregory Mine 
tips a walk along the strangely named Coffin Lane takes 
us past one of the Gregory Mine shafts and the site of a 
former ice house.  After this we will follow various paths 
and lanes back to the Miners Arms.
Optional food & drink afterwards at the Miners Arms, 
Mill Town.

7: Surface Walk – Mines of Sheldon Moor
Tuesday 16th July 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Cock & Pullet, Sheldon.
This walk will take us onto Sheldon Moor to visit the sites 
of the Hard Rake Mine and the Greensward Mine, with 
its climbing shaft where you can see the stone stemples 
the miners used to gain entry to the mine.  A brief stop off 
will be made at Magpie Mine on the way back.
Optional food & drink afterwards at the Cock & Pullet, 
Sheldon.

8: Surface Walk – The Millstone Industry 
of Stanage Edge
Tuesday 30 July 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm, venue to be confirmed - please check the 
website for details.
This walk will take us around the Stanage Edge area 
looking at the industry of millstone making. We will 
look at the quarries where the stone was obtained, where 
the masons worked, and the head of the incline which 
once took the finished millstones down into Grindleford.
Optional food and drink at the Millstone Country Inn 
afterwards.

9: Surface Walk – Hathersage Village Walk
Tuesday 13th August.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm, venue to be confirmed - please check the 
website for details.
A chance to have a walk around the village of Hathersage, 
looking at the former industries of wire and needle 
making and also a chance to see Little John’s Grave.
Optional food and drink at a local hostelry afterwards, 
please check the website for more details.

10: Surface Walk – Sheldon Area
Note: this walk should of have taken place on Saturday 
19th January 2013, but was postponed because of bad 
weather.
Tuesday 27th August 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Cock and Pullet in Sheldon Village.
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The walk will take a look at the local views, and visit 
the Field Grove Mine.  On the way back a stop will be 
made in Sheldon churchyard to take a look at the graves 
of the Brocklehurst family who were at one time heavily 
involved with Magpie Mine.  A walk down to the tail of 
Magpie sough may also be possible.
Optional food & drink afterwards at the Cock & Pullet, 
Sheldon

11: Mining Heritage Walk – Magpie Mine
Tuesday 10th September 2013.  Leader: Tony Wood, 
meet at 7.00pm at the Cock & Pullet Inn, Sheldon.
A chance for new and old members alike to visit this 
magnificent mine and hear the story of its long and 
fascinating history.  A nice way to bring to an end the 
summer season of guided walks.
Optional buffet afterwards at the Cock & Pullet, Sheldon.

Coming Up:
Advance Notice:  North Pennines Mines Weekend.
Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd September 2013.  
Organiser: Paul Chandler.  Hosts: Nenthead Mines 
Conservation Society.  Joint PDMHS and Masson 
Caving Group meet.
Trips programme:  Friday, pm:  Middlecleugh Level.  
Saturday, all day:  Rampgill Level.  Sunday, two short 
trips:  Brownley Hill Mine (SRT trip) or Carrs Level.
Full details will be in the July 2013 Society Newsletter.
A program of film presentations and underground meets 
will be arranged to see us through the autumn months.
Please keep a regular check on the PDMHS website for 
any change to the circumstances of the above meets.

Contact Details:
Tony Wood: Tel: 07891 276668 or 01629 650392
 email:  tonywood0167@btinternet.com

Paul Chandler: Tel: 01246 220773
 email: paulchandler3@btinternet.com

Goodluck Mine Bat Survey
Derbyshire Bat Conservation Group (DBCG) placed a 
bat detector in Goodluck Mine from Sunday the 6th of 
January to Sunday the 3rd of February to investigate 
activity levels of hibernating bats. 
Developed by an Australian company as a tool to 
record bat echo-location calls automatically, AnaBat 
detectors can be left in situ for a couple of weeks 
at a time, drawing power from a 12 volt lead acid 
battery.  The detector is normally programmed using 
the accompanying software to switch on at dusk and 
off again at dawn, which saves battery power and 
avoids picking up unwanted sounds such as birdsong.  
However within the mine system DBCG wanted to see 
whether bats were flying during daytime as well so the 
detector was programmed to stay switched on 24/7.  It 
was housed in a waterproof case with a weatherproof 

aperture for the microphone.  Ultrasonic calls are 
picked up by the microphone and saved onto a compact 
flash memory card, as used in digital cameras, which 
holds many weeks worth of data.  However the battery 
always fails before the card becomes full.  The detector 
will only write data to the card when the microphone is 
activated by ultrasonic sounds.  Each recorded sequence 
is saved as a separate file and is time and date stamped. 

The results from the survey are shown below:

Date and Time Number of Bats
6th January 2013 2

00:36 1
18:39 1

9th January 2013 1
14:04 1

10th January 2013 3
01:55 1
01:56 2

11th January 2013 4
13:27 1
13:28 3
Total: 10

The detector recorded Myotis bats flying within the 
mine on 4 days.  This is a genus of bats which are 
morphologically very similar and inseparable from 
their echo-location calls.  Four Myotis bats are found 
within Derbyshire; Whiskered, Brandt’s, Natterer’s and 
Daubenton’s bats.  All of these have been found within 
mines and adits within the Via Gellia on previous 
surveys by the bat group.  What is interesting from the 
table above is that it shows that some bats were flying 
during daylight hours.  Whether these bats were simply 
moving within the mine system to better positions to 
re-enter hibernation, or whether they were exiting or 
entering the mine is unknown. 

When Alan & Steve Roe collected the detector in 
February they undertook a visual survey of the mine.  
Four bats were found hibernating, two Natterer’s, 
one Whiskered and one Brandt’s.  It is likely that this 
represents a fraction of the number of bats using the 
mine as a safe haven for their winter hibernation.   
Professor John Altringham from Leeds University 
estimates from his research that within cave and mine 
systems for each bat that is found a further nine bats 
will remain undiscovered.  The surveys have shown 
that Goodluck Mine is an important site for hibernating 
bats and the detector survey confirms that they move 
around during the winter hibernation period.

Steve Roe, Derbyshire Bat Conservation Group
http://www.derbyshirebats.org.uk

mailto:tonywood0167@btinternet.com
mailto:paulchandler3@btinternet.com
http://www.derbyshirebats.org.uk
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 44
Using Goldsitch Colliery Coal at the Ecton 
Copper Mines
During systematic assessment of the voluminous 
surviving accounts of the Dukes of Devonshire’s copper 
mining at Ecton for 1760-1811, lodged in Chatsworth 
Archives and Stafford Records Office, interesting details 
were found relating to Goldsitch Colliery.  An overview 
of the Ecton side of the research, undertaken for English 
Heritage, is soon to be published (Barnatt in prep. a), but 
the details of the coal mine record is given here.

Goldsitch Colliery is located at SK 010 650 and lies 
within a poorly drained upland basin within the Goyt 
Syncline north-east of The Roaches.  Here, in an area 
measuring roughly 0.6km by 1km, there is a localised 
deposit of coal which, starting at the lowest bed, 
comprises the Yard, Ganister, White Ash, Red Ash and 

Big Smut seams.  Mining has taken place here from late 
medieval times, if not before, with 1401, 1564, 1634 
and 18th/19th century documentation; there are over 350 
shaft mounds in a tight concentration, with 1 or 2 soughs 
running from the north (Leach 1996; Barnatt in prep. b).
From 1780 onwards the Chatsworth Estate used large 
amounts of coal for the copper, lead and slag smelters 
at Whiston and Ecton from their own mines at Kingsley 
and Foxtwood in the Cheadle Coalfield.  However, 
they also bought better quality smithy coal for the 
blacksmiths’ shops at the mine.  This includes coal from 
Goldsitch, as mentioned in Porter’s 2004 book on the 
Ecton mines but with few details given.
Potentially relevant coal deliveries are recorded in the 
accounts from 1760 onwards, as shown in the table 
below.  It should be noted that individual account entries 
usually give the price, which includes coal and carriage, 
while the vouchers (where they survive) also give the 
weight.  Often the source of coal is not stated.  Those 
entries which are specified as smithy coal are in bold.

Year Deliveries by Bassett 
from Goldsitch Colliery

Deliveries by Bassett 
from unspecified places Notes

1760 £ 3/00/08
1761 £ 5/13/04 Another supplier -  £ 11/10/00
1762 £ 19/15/04
1763 £ 9/00/08 Another supplier -  £ 17/04/00
1764 £ 13/08/00 Another supplier -  £ 18/08/06
1765 £ 11/02/04 Another supplier - £ 2/02/10
1766 £ 14/15/00 Another supplier -  £ 2/01/10
1767 £ 0/18/01 Another supplier -  £ 2/ 06/11

1779 £ 2/02/00 Plus 1 ton, 17cwt of smithy coal delivered by 
Bassit but price unknown

1780 £ 12/14/00
1781 £ 19/09/02
1782 £ 18/12/00 Not all listed as smithy coal 
1783 £ 36/18/00
1784 £ 25/13/05
1785 £ 25/01/04

1786 £ 12/12/00 Another supplier was paid £ 0/17/6 for 
smithy coal and carriage from Dilhorne 

1787 £ 31/16/00
1788 £ 6/17/00 £ 16/19/03 Also £ 2/00/00 of Cheddleton smithy coal
1789 £ 8/05/00 - Also £ 1/07/06 of smithy coal from elsewhere
1790 £ 6/15/00 -
1791 £ 7/17/06 -
1792 £ 13/19/00
1793 £ 13/18/02 £ 5/14/09
1794 £ 10/17/06 -
1795 £ 8/16/03 -
1796 £ 12/09/09
1797 £ 4/16/11 -
1798 £ 2/19/03 £ 3/09/09
1799 £ 5/09/01
1800 -
1801 £ 10/12/00
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The main smithy coal supplier throughout was recorded 
as Joseph Bassett (sometimes spelt Basit or Bassitt).  In 
some instances from 1788 to 1798 he was specifically 
recorded as delivering Goldsitch coal; for the most part 
this detail is not given.  This said, it is likely that much 
of the unspecified coal was also from this colliery in 
the 1779-1801 period, and perhaps also in the 1760s.  
However, the caveat is that one Bassett delivery in June 
1788 specified both Goldsitch and Cheddleton coal.  
Both Cheddleton and Dilhorne supplied small quantities 
of smithy coal; these are both in the Cheadle Coalfield.  
Goldsitch Colliery lies 11km north-west of Ecton and is 
the nearest source of coal.
There is an unexplainable gap in recorded deliveries of 
smithy coal in the Chatsworth accounts from 1768 to 
1778.  In the periods before and after there were usually 
several deliveries per annum until 1789, after which this 
dropped to one or two each year, reflecting the poorer 
fortunes at the Ecton Mines and a gradual lessening 
of the amount of activity here; after 1801 there are no 
recorded deliveries of smithy coal.  Where tonnage of 
delivery is recorded in the mid-1760s the price per ton 
was 12s, but from the 1780s onwards it was normally 
15s, although there is some fluctuation.  In 1788 that 
from Cheddleton was more expensive at £1.
Previous documentary assessment of the coal mine at 
the time Ecton was taking its coal  has found evidence 
for working in 1765-86 and 1802 through to the 1860s 
(Leach 1996; Victoria County History 1996, p. 52); 
the Chatsworth Estate records fills the gap between the 
two.  We know that Goldsitch Colliery was active from 
1765 when a surviving 21 year lease was granted to 
George Goodrum, John Wheeldon and James Slack by 
Sir Henry Harper.  It may well be that there was mining 
immediately prior to this and we now know extraction 
was certainly happening after 1786, but it is just that 
leases have not survived.

Reported: John Barnatt
References:

Barnatt, J. in prep. (a) Delving Ever Deeper: The 
Ecton Mines through Time.  Bakewell: Peak District 
National Park Authority.
Barnatt, J. in prep. (b) Coal Mining near Buxton: 
Thatch Marsh, Orchard Common and Goyt’s Moss.
Leach, J. 1996 Coal mining around Quarnford. 
Staffordshire Studies 8, pp. 66-96.
Porter, L. 2004 Ecton Copper Mines under the 
Dukes of Devonshire: 1760-1790. Ashbourne: 
Landmark, p. 175.
Victoria County History (1996) Staffordshire, 
Volume 7: Leek and the Moorlands.

Shaft and Possible Level, Brushfield 
Hough, Little Longstone, Derbyshire, 
SK 1706 7152
On old 25 inch to the mile Ordnance Survey maps there 
is an old lead mine marked on the steep slopes of Monsal 
Dale close to Brushfield Hough farm.  Having obtained 

permission from the farmer, Mr Andrew Vickers, the site 
was investigated to see if anything remained of this mine.
The mine site consists of a small tip extending out from 
the steep scrub-covered hillside.  At the back of this, 
there is a c. 0.75m diameter shaft which is choked with 
rocks, and a cutting into the hillside along the line of the 
vein, which is aligned roughly north-west to south east.

This may be either a collapsed level entrance or a trial 
trench excavated on the vein, though there is no drystone 
walling evident retaining the sides of the cutting which 
would be expected if it had been a level entrance.  There 
is no sign of a coe having been present which would be 
expected on a remote site like this, but as the mine is in 
long-established woodland the miners may have built 
one out of timber which has decayed without trace.
A pathway crosses the mine site, though the 19th and 
20th century 25 inch maps show a number of these 
running through the woods on the daleside at semi-
regular intervals which suggests they were created to 
assist with woodland management rather than being 
miner’s tracks.  Below the mine site, there are small trial 
excavations on the course of the vein, with pieces of 
calcite and barytes visible in the upcast.

Present: Adam Russell and Steve Thompson
Reported: Adam Russell

Steam Engines at Beech Grove Mine, Great 
Hucklow, Centred SK 174 779
A reference has been discovered in a newspaper edition 
from 1868 to an auction of steam engines at Great 
Hucklow mines which adds a little more information to 
the comprehensive review recently published by John 
Barnatt (Mining History, 2012, Vol. 18, No.4). The July 
4th issue of the Sheffield Daily Telegraph includes an 
advertisement for an auction to be held at Nicholson’s 
Auction Room, in Sheffield, on July 21st. The single lot 
included all of the mines, machinery and veins of lead ore 
owned by the Great Hucklow Mining Company, whose 
main focus of operation was Beech Grove and Hilltop 
Mines, together with its leases on the adjacent Watch-
and-Ward and Nether Liberty mines. The surface plant 
included a winding engine, described as high-pressure, 
rated at 16hp but capable of being increased to 30hp. 

The shaft site on the slopes of Monsal Dale
Photo: Adam Russell
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Associated with this engine was a horizontal action and 
link motion, a 35 feet x 4 ft diameter boiler (which was 
custom-built for the company) and an ore crushing mill 
with driving wheels and wrought-iron shaft. There was 
also a separate pumping engine, described as one of 
Tretheway and Quick’s patent. It was a two-cylinder, 
compound engine nominally rated at 25hp, but capable 
of being used at greater power. It was supplied with 
steam from an Ormrod and Grierson boiler, 27 feet long 
x 6 feet diameter, with double flues, patent safety valves 
and one of Gifford’s patent injectors. Ancillary plant 
included about 75 fathoms of pumps (10in and 13in bore), 
blacksmith’s tools, turning lathe, waggon rails, wagons, 
miner’s tools etc. If the mine and its equipment could not 
be sold as one lot, then it would be divided and sold as 
separate lots on a future day. Further particulars could be 
obtained from the mineral agent at Great Hucklow, Mr. 
William Chapman.

Reported: John Hunter

Electric Rock Fragmentation in Millers Dale
I would like to thank Rod Dalton for his contribution 
to the debate about “Blasting by Electric Shocks” 
(Observations and Discoveries, Newsletter No. 145, 
January 2013).  Like Rod, I too recall creating some 
large bangs using charged capacitors, although not quite 
on such a grand scale.  However, as a chemist I tended 
to have a greater interest in making things go Bang! by 
other means…
There are one or two points in Rod’s article which I feel 
are worthy of further comment.  Firstly; Rod states that 
the reference to “blasting by electric shocks” came from 
a solicitor rather than a mining engineer.  However, in 
my article in the July 2012 Newsletter, I referred to “Mr. 
Ryan’s reply, on the 19th of December” in 1919.  This 
letter is worded as follows:
“Dear Col. Brooke Taylor,
The attention of the management of Millers Dale Works 
has been called to the complaint referred to, and all 
blasting must be done by electric shocks, pending the 
opening of the face on the corner.
 Yours faithfully
  The Buxton Lime Firms Company Ltd.
   T Ryan
   Managing Director”
So clearly this description was also being used by the 
management of the quarries.
I think it is also important to point out that quarry 
blasting techniques used in 1919 were very different 
from those of today.  We are now all familiar with the 
technique of drilling a pattern of near-vertical holes 
behind a face and firing these, often, as Rod pointed out, 
in sequence using delay detonators.  While this technique 
was certainly routine in the USA and Canada by the 
1920s, the first experimental blast using a single drilled 
hole did not take place at Millers Dale until 1931.  Prior 
to this low tunnels, or “heading holes”, often forming a 
T-shape, were driven into the base of the quarry face, and 

often took advantage of joint planes or other natural lines 
of weakness.  Explosives were placed in two or more 
chambers in these tunnels which were then backfilled 
before firing.  The writer believes that electric detonation 
was used for these by this time, but the method of 
detonation would surely have made little difference to 
the resulting explosion.  These “heading hole” blasts 
frequently threw large blocks considerable distances!

Reported: Steve Thompson

Surface Features in Hipley Dale near 
Brassington, Derbyshire. SK 210 543.
In a recent visit to view the surface remains on White 
Edge at the Ballington Wood Mine, initially found by 
Scott Humphreys, and subsequently reported upon by 
Adam Russell (Newsletter No. 138, April 2011), the 
opportunity was taken to visit other features in nearby 
Hipley Dale.  It was found that the walking height 
adit, known as Catholes in the early 20th century (Jim 
Rieuwerts, pers. comm.), lying adjacent to the roadside 
is driven along a calcite vein and ends at a forefield after 
a guessed-at 50 feet.  On the hillside above, alongside 
a farmer’s track, can be seen a few hillocks and a 
completely filled shaft on the range of the vein.  To the 
left of the adit entrance and situated on the large flat-
topped hillock is a sleeper covered shaft which is said to 
be choked not far down (Adam Russell pers. comm.).

Slightly down dale and within the disused Hipley Dale 
Limestone Quarry are two large entrances described 
in Caves of the Peak District as the Hipley Dale Rock 
Shelter (Gill and Beck, 1991).  Close inspection of these 
as revealed that they are likely to be man-made and not 
natural as originally thought.  Except for natural wear 
following bedding planes and joints the fractured rock 
surfaces are very angular.
Incidentally, in Russell’s report (2011) he states that 
the Ballington Wood Vein does not appear to continue 
eastwardly beyond Pasture Lane.  This is not the case.  A 
line of hillocks leads up the steep hillside to terminate in 
the fields above.

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw.
Reported: Chris Heathcote.

References:
Gill, D.W. and Beck, J.S. 1991. Caves of the Peak 
District. Dalesman Books. Clapham.
Russell, A. 2011. Ballington Wood Mine, White 
Edge, Ballidon, Derbyshire. SK 211 547.  PDMHS 
Newsletter No. 138.

Coal workings in Ernocroft Wood near 
Compstall, Cheshire.
Inspired by the information given by Derek Brumhead in 
his new coal mining book (Brumhead; 2012) we visited 
the Ernocroft Wood area north-east of Marple to view 
the surface remains associated with a coal mine high up 
on the southern slope of the Etherow valley-side.  The 
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most striking feature is an inclined tramway leading 
from the coal mine (with the latter on very private land) 
down to the Compstall Navigation, which utilises the 
large header-race for Compstall Mill.
A search of the woodland, alongside one of the 
trackways, revealed a small isolated area of previously 
undocumented coal workings (centred SJ 977 912).  
These comprise something like 20 crown hole 
subsidence hollows and a run-in drift entrance issuing 
a trickle of water.  The workings appear to have been 
on or near the outcrop of the Yard seam.  The crown 
holes continue into a nearby pasture where they appear 
to terminate after a short distance.  At present nothing is 
known historically about this small coal mine.

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote,
David Kitching and Dave Williams.

Reported by: Chris Heathcote.
Reference

Brumhead, D. 2012; Coal Mining in Marple and 
Mellor.  Marple Local History Society.

Early 17th Century Firesetting: 
Documentation from Weardale
When the corpus of early post-medieval firesetting using 
coal in the Peak District metal mines was published 
(Barnatt and Worthington 2006; 2009), a plea was made 
for others to look for comparable evidence in different 
regions of Britain.  We know of physical evidence at 
ironstone mines in the Forest of Dean and probably in 
copper mines in Cumbria, and documentary evidence 
exists for the Yorkshire Dales.  Recently, Mike Gill 
kindly contacted the author to tell him of a related 
documentary reference for the Northern Pennines that 
had slipped the net.  This was noted by Alan Blackburn 
in 1994.  In 1610 it was written that at Whiterake 
Mine in Weardale peat was cut to be used as fuel ‘for 
burning stones within the earth for opening the veins’.  
By this date timber had long been scarce in the area 
and firesetting using peat may possibly have been a 
long-established tradition by the early-17th century.  
However, whether coal was also used for firesetting in 
the Northern Pennine metal mines is not known.
Another development in firesetting research is that, 
during 2008-09 excavations by Simon Timberlake and 
the Early Mines Research Group on Ecton Hill, evidence 
of firesetting using both timber and coal has been found 
that is significantly earlier than any previously analysed, 
radio-carbon dated to the 12th to 13th centuries; details 
will soon be published (Barnatt in prep.).

Reported: John Barnatt
References:

Barnatt, J.  in prep.  Delving Ever Deeper: The 
Ecton Mines through Time.  Bakewell: Peak District 
National Park Authority.

Barnatt, J. and Worthington, T. 2006 Using coal 
to mine lead: Firesetting at Peak District mines.  
Mining History 16.3, pp. 1-94.

Barnatt, J. and Worthington, T. 2009 Metal 
mines through time: Unravelling archaeological 
evidence at long-worked mines in the Peak District.      
Mining History 17.3, pp. 1-124.

Blackburn, A. 1996  Mining without laws: Origins 
and practices of the Weardale Moormasters.  In: T. 
Ford and L. Willies (eds), Mining Before Powder; 
Bulletin of the Peak District Mines Historical 
Society 12.3, pp. 69-75. 

If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 email:  john.barnatt@btinternet.com

Contributing to the Newsletter
Contributions to the PDMHS Newsletter will always be 
gratefully received.  There are a number of ways you can 
send your masterpiece in:-
1: By Email:  This is perhaps in many ways the most 
convenient way for those equipped to use it.  Preferably 
please send text as a Microsoft Word, or similar, file.  Try 
to keep to a simple format, I would recommend Times 
New Roman in 16 point for main headings, 14 point for 
sub-headings and 12 point for the main body of the text.  
Please try to give your work a meaningful title.
DO NOT embed photographs or diagrams in the text, 
send the images separately.  Ideally send photographs as 
300dpi  RGB JPEG or TIFF files, drawings and diagrams 
may be sent in any convenient bitmap or vector format.
2: By Post:  If you wish to send your work by post it is 
best typed following the email guidelines - the text can 
then be scanned in directly using OCR.  However, I am 
quite happy to accept legible hand written articles too...
Good quality photographs and drawings are always 
welcome, or could be sent as digital images on a CD.
3: By Telephone:  You could even phone me and dictate 
an item while I crayon it on the wall to be typed later.
However you choose, your contribution will be most 
welcome.  My contact details for all three methods can 
be found on Page 12.
In particular, if any members have found anything of 
interest, whether as a result of surface or underground 
fieldwork, or in documentary research, may I remind you 
that your work will become much more valuable when it 
is published so that others may build upon it.
Short items are best published in the “Observations and 
Discoveries” column of the Society Newsletter.  Details 
of how to submit such items for publication can be found 
at the top of this page.
This column continues to go from strength to strength, 
and your contribution will be gratefully received.

Steve Thompson

mailto:john.barnatt@btinternet.com
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New Book Publication
“The Alderley Edge Mines”,  New 
Updated Edition, January 2013
This book was originally published in 1979, four years 
after West Mine had been reopened and nine years after 
Wood Mine was made accessible to the public. In the 33 
years that have elapsed since then, many changes have 
occurred:

• Wood Mine was connected to the Hough Level in 
1980

• Engine Vein was capped and access secured in 1981
• Brynlow Mine was rediscovered and opened in 1982
• The Bear Pit and Blue Shaft were cleared in 1988
• The Hough Level was cleared from Engine Vein to 

Dickens Wood in 1992
• The Roman coins were found in Pot Shaft in 1995
• Almost all the mines have been resurveyed to a high 

standard
All these changes mean that a new edition of Chris’s 
book was long overdue.
In addition to the exploratory work by the Derbyshire 
Caving Club (DCC), a major historical research project, 
the Alderley Edge Landscape Project (AELP), was 
carried out from about 1996-2005. This led to a number 
of significant findings and also to the 1857-77 treatment 
works area and Engine Vein being scheduled as ancient 
monuments. A separate book has already been published 
on the archaeological work under the AELP and a further 

book will be published in 2013 covering the wider topics 
of the project.
Chris’s book concentrates on the mining and has been 
heavily revised with chapters on each major group 
of mines containing history, descriptions and plans. 
The geology has been revised to incorporate new 
terminology and the latest understanding about the 
development of the ore-bodies. History has changed 
with the finding of new documents about the mines 
and research into the main characters involved in the 
19th century.  The latest version is A5-size, stitched and 
contains 184 pages of text, illustrations (17 monochrome 
and colour diagrams and plans, 12 monochrome 
pictures, 36 colour pictures), appendices and index.
The price is £12 plus postage and packing.
To order a copy on-line, go to www.dibben.org.uk/shop   
Copies can be paid for by PayPal, cheque or bank giro 
credit.
Enquiries to: Nigel Dibben:
By post: 2 Kiln Cottage, Audlem Road, Hatherton
  Cheshire CW5 7QT
email: nigel@dibben.org.uk
Phone: 01270 842767

Nigel Dibben and Chris Carlon

The Archaeology of Mining and 
Quarrying in England Conference 
(18th May) Postponed
The amount of work and time required to process and 
edit the vast amount of information for the Research 
Framework for the Archaeology of the Extractive 
Industries in England means that we are very unlikely 
to have the Resource Assessment and Research Agenda 
ready for publication in May.  We have therefore decided 
to delay the launch until Autumn 2013, and so the one 
day conference planned for the 18th May 2013, and 
reported in the PDMHS Newsletter in January, at the 
National Coal Mining Museum for England, Caphouse 
Colliery near Wakefield, has been postponed.
The document, which will run to over 300 pages, will 
provide a comprehensive review of the history and 
archaeology for mining and quarrying in England.  It is 
essential that a draft of the document be posted to the 
Research pages on the NAMHO web site at

www.namho.org
before publication to allow interested parties ample time 
to comment on the contents.  Elements of the document, 
in the form of early drafts for the Resources Assessment, 
divided into mineral and themed categories, are already 
on the web site.  To avoid further delay it is important 
that comments on their validity are made at the earliest 
opportunity - please contact
 Dr Peter Claughton: P.F.Claughton@exeter.ac.uk
or Dr Phil Newman: phil.newman@blueyonder.co.uk

Peter Claughton

www.dibben.org.uk/shop
mailto:nigel@dibben.org.uk
www.namho.org
mailto:P.F.Claughton@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:phil.newman@blueyonder.co.uk
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Denis In The Mine
This script was lent to me by Ron Cartledge of Tideswell 
in the 1970s.  My Father-in-law, Eddie Barnes of Eyam 
remembered this poem and could quote from parts of it 
well into the 1990s

Written, Composed and Sung by F. Shaw, 
and sung by F. Cartledge & H. Else
Good people pay attention to what I’m going to sing.
It’s not about the war nor any such a thing;
It is of a circumstance of which you all do know
Of dangers the lead miners each day do undergo.
Denis Bagshawe was entombed in a mine in Derbyshire
For five days and nights that caused many a bitter tear.
As he and his comrades were starting for the shaft
The top fell in, his mates escaped, Poor Denis he was 

left.

The news it spread, the miners stout and brave
Rushed to the mine, and did their best poor Denis’ life to 

save
They thought he was buried, to some it gave a shock,
They listened most attentively, at last they heard a knock.
Each man took his place and worked with all his might
The men they took their turns at work, all through the 

dreary night.
They thought that they should get him out before the 

night was o’er.
But they were disappointed for it took them many more.

But before they could get at him of damp* they did 
complain

They left off work for two hours until they could begin 
again;

They poured water down the shaft to purify the mine,
Poor Denis thought they had deserted him and left him 

there to pine.
A little drop of water was all that he could get
And what he felt whilst there entombed he never will 

forget
The knocking stopped, they thought that he was dead
But he was overpowered, and he fell to sleep instead.

It was on a Sunday morning this welcome news it came,
That those brave men had rescued him, from a living 

tomb.
The news it spread like lightning to villages far and near,
This glad news was welcomed by his friends and his wife 

so dear,
When he was drawn unto the top where hundreds were 

on the hill.
They thought that he was dead for there he lay so still,
But he has now recovered, and in good health we see,
“Three Cheers” for those who rescued him whoever they 

may be.
Copyright

Richards Cheap Printing Office, Dronfield.
* “damp” to a miner means gas.

Brian Woodall

Derbyshire Record Office Re-opens
Derbyshire Record Office (DRO) has re-opened its 
premises in Matlock after the completion of an extension 
project. The service is in the same building as before, on 
New Street, but the extended facilities now include:
• Derbyshire Local Studies Library, formerly at 

County Hall.
• Completely refurbished public areas.
• 14 new Netloan computers.
• A break room with a coffee and tea machine.
• Comfortable, well-equipped meeting rooms for hire.
• A display space in the reception area, currently 

exhibiting ‘50 Treasures’, celebrating 50 years of 
the Derbyshire Record Office.

If you are looking up your Derbyshire ancestors or finding 
out about the history of your house - or hoping to start 
along one of the many research paths that can be followed 
in archives and local studies - feel free to pop in.

For further information about the Derbyshire Record 
Office, including opening hours and forms for copying 
and research services, see:

www.derbyshire.gov.uk/recordoffice
To book a microfilm reader please call 01629 538347, or 
to view documents in the search room contact the Duty 
Archivist on 01629 539209.  Alternatively you can email 
us at record.office@derbyshire.gov.uk.
Keep up to date with the latest news and discoveries 
from the Derbyshire archives by subscribing to our blog 
at  www.recordoffice.wordpress.com which will provide 
regular updates about the Derbyshire Record Office.

Becky Sheldon
Archivist, Derbyshire Record Office

County Archives Research Network
To access original documents in the Derbyshire Record 
Office you will need to register for a Reader’s Ticket 
under the County Archives Research Network (CARN) 
scheme, which also gives you access to more than sixty 
Record Offices and Archives nationwide.  Contact the 
Derbyshire Record Office for details of how to register.

Steve Thompson

Artist in Residence Paula Moss viewing the exhibition 
in the new vitrine wall.              Photo Courtesy of DRO

www.derbyshire.gov.uk/recordoffice
mailto:record.office@derbyshire.gov.uk
www.recordoffice.wordpress.com
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Banner of the Loyal White Lion 
Lodge, Ashover
The recently redeveloped and extended People’s History 
Museum in Manchester contains the largest collection of 
trade union banners in Britain.  This collection includes 
an example from a miners’ friendly society which met at 
the White Lion Inn, Ashover in the 1830s.
The banner is made from a single layer of fine plain 
weave silk with hand painted images on both sides;  it 
measures 161 cm x 158 cm.  The main image shows the 
head and body of a miner, holding a miner’s dial in one 
hand and a steel-yard in the other;  he is resting on the 
top of a an armorial helmet.  Beneath the helmet is an 
oblong shield decorated with a pair of crossed spades 
and a basket or whisket  and below these, separated by a 
chevron, is a view inside a mine with one miner wielding 
a pick and another two shovelling.  Either side of the 
shield are two standing miners.  The figure on the left 
holds a long hammer and the figure on the right wears an 
apron and is holding a long bar, possibly a stemming rod.  
Above the main image is a white lion with laurel wreaths 
and below is the slogan “Success to Miners”.

The banner is described thus in the museum’s online 
catalogue http://www.phm.org.uk :
“This banner was made for the miners’ White Lion 
Friendly Society at Ashover in Derbyshire.  In the late 
18th century miners tried to organize for better pay and 
working conditions.  Mine owners ignored their demands 

and in 1799 and 1800 Combination Acts made trade 
unions illegal.  The Loyal White Lion Lodge may have 
called itself a friendly society to avoid persecution as a 
trade union.  This banner is the oldest known surviving 
miners’ banner.  In the early 19th century miners began 
to openly celebrate their trade through public procession 
of banners such as this”.

The banner is a fine piece of mining heritage, but does 
it relate to lead or coal mining?  Ashover is outside the 
main orefield and both lead and coal mines were working 
in the area in the early 19th century.  We tend to think 
of lead miners and colliers as leading different working 
lives, but it is quite possible that in Ashover both groups 
could have been members of the same friendly society.  
Do any PDMHS members know anything more about the 
Loyal White Lion Lodge?
The People’s History Museum is at Left Bank, 
Spinningfields, Manchester M3 3ER.  Admission is free 
and a visit is highly recommended.

John Pickin

PDMHS Newsletter, July 2013
The deadline for the July edition of the Newsletter is 
Saturday the 1st of June 2013.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee
Registered Charity No 504662

Registered Office:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR Tel: 01629 583834

Web Sites: Society: www.pdmhs.com
 Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided that 
acknowledgment is made of the source.

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society.

The front side of the Banner of the Loyal White Lion Lodge

The reverse side of the banner, which is believed to show 
an image of Saint Barbara, the patron saint of miners.

Photos: By Permission Of People’s History Museum
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http://www.phm.org.uk
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