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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Membership Renewal 2013 - 2014
Members are reminded that their membership will be 
due for renewal on the 1st of September 2013.
Subscriptions for 2013 - 2014 are as foIlows: 
 Individual Member: £21.00
 Joint Members: £23.00
 Family Members: £25.00
 Institutional Member: £27.00
A Membership Renewal Form is included with this 
Newsletter, please respond promptly.  You can now 
pay your subscription by Bank Transfer, using the 
Membership Number on your Newsletter mailing label 
as reference.  Please confirm your renewal by email to 
membership@pdmhs.com and treasurer@pdmhs.com.
Please refer to the Renewal Form for full details.

Laura Smith

New Members
Please welcome the following people who have 
recently been elected as new members of the Society.

Mark and Sian Odgers, ABERDEEN
We hope they will all get a great deal of enjoyment 
and interest from their membership, and play a full and 
rewarding part in the activities of the Society.

Laura Smith

Major New Mining Publication
By the time this Newsletter has been published a 
significant new work by Dr. Jim Rieuwerts will also be 
on sale.

“Adventurers in the Lead Trade;  Being 
an Account of the Mining Interests of the 
Thornhill Family of Stanton Hall, near 
Bakewell, Derbyshire.”

(ISBN:  978-0-9563473-5-0)

This new book of some 160 pages is lavishly 
illustrated with many fine colour photographs by Phil 
Wolstenholme and Paul Deakin, and many of the maps 
and diagrams have also been produced as colour plates.

It is expected to be on sale for about £25.00.

Jim’s research for the book uncovered some rather 
unexpected discoveries about the breadth of the 
Thornhill Family’s mining interests, which he found 
extended far beyond the boundaries of Derbyshire into 
the Northern Pennines and Wales.  This publication 
will no doubt prove to be a valuable addition to the 
literature of the Lead Mining industry.

Steve Thompson

The 2013 AGM and Social Gathering
The 2013 Annual General Meeting and Social Gathering will be held on Saturday the 16th of November 2013 at the 
Peak District Mining Museum in Matlock Bath.  As a result of the very positive response received from those who 
attended last year’s event it has been decided to follow the same format once more.
The afternoon lectures will be presented by two very interesting speakers;  firstly, Douglas Jenkinson on ‘Cavendish 
Mill’, and then Paul Turner on ‘Tunstead Quarry at Buxton’.  David Webb will also be giving a film show.
The evening meal will be a hot buffet on the same basis as last year, with a good selection of food to suit all tastes, and 
once again we shall have a bar serving real ale and wine.  This will be an ideal opportunity to meet up with old friends 
and acquaintances and enjoy a relaxing evening.
Finalised details, including the cost of the buffet, the  menu, and times, will be published in the October issue of the 
Newsletter, together with a booking form for you to use.

Robin Hall
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Ancient Laws invoked at the Barmote Court - see Page 10
Photo: Copyright © Paul Deakin
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Meets List:  Summer - Autumn 2013
1:  Surface Walk - The Mines of Sheldon 
Moor
Tuesday 16th July 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Cock and Pullet, Sheldon.

This walk will take us onto Sheldon Moor to visit the 
sites of the Hard Rake Mine and the Greensward Mine, 
with its climbing shaft where you can see the stone 
stemples the miners used to gain entry to the mine.

A brief stop off will be made at Magpie Mine on the way 
back.

Optional food and drink afterwards at the Cock and 
Pullet, Sheldon.

2:  Surface Walk - The Millstone Industry 
of Stanage Edge
Tuesday 30th July 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm, at a venue to be confirmed.  Please check the 
website for details.

This walk will take us around the Stanage Edge area 
looking at the industry of millstone manufacture.  We 
will look at the quarries where the stone was obtained, 
where the masons worked and the head of the incline 
which once took the finished millstones down into 
Grindleford.

Optional food and drink at the Millstone Inn afterwards.

3:  Surface Walk – Hathersage Village 
Walk
Tuesday 13th August 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at a venue to be confirmed, please check the 
PDMHS website for details.

A chance to have a walk around the village of 
Hathersage, looking at the former industries of wire and 
needle making and also a chance to see Little John’s 
Grave.

Optional food and drink at a local hostelry afterwards, 
please check the website for more details.

4:  Surface Walk - Sheldon Area
Tuesday 27th August 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Cock and Pullet Inn, Sheldon Village.
This walk was postponed from Saturday the 19th of 
January because of bad weather.
The walk will take in some of the local views, and visit 
the site of Field Grove Mine.  On the way back we 
will stop in Sheldon church yard to see the graves of 
members of the Brocklehurst family who were at one 
time heavily involved with Magpie Mine.  Also a walk 
down to the tail of Magpie Sough may be possible.
Optional food and drink afterwards at the Cock and 
Pullet, Sheldon

5.  Mining Heritage Walk - Magpie Mine
Tuesday 10th September 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet at 7.00pm at the Cock and Pullet Inn, Sheldon.
A chance for new and old members alike to visit this 
magnificent mine and hear the story of its long and 
fascinating history.  A nice way to bring to an end the 
summer season of guided walks.
Optional buffet afterwards at the Cock and Pullet 
Sheldon.

6:  North Pennines Mines Weekend
Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd September 2013.  Organiser: 
Paul Chandler.  Hosts: Nenthead Mines Conservation 
Society (A joint meet with the Masson Caving Group).
Programme: Friday:  Middlecleugh Level.
 Saturday:  Rampgill Level.
 Sunday:  Brownley Hill Mine or Carrs Level.

Middlecleugh Level:  A walking trip, with some water 
up to 0.9 metres deep, and a minor section of 
crawling on shale.  Trip duration:  2 to 3 hours.  
Middlecleugh Level was started in the 18th century 
and provided a ventilation circuit for many of the 
workings of Smallcleugh Level.  Most of the level 
is driven in shale beds, with shorter sections in 
limestone and sandstone.  The objectives of the 
trip are to view two areas of 18th century graffiti, 
including drawings of a camel and pack horses, and 
to see wooden rails in situ.

Rampgill Level:  A walking trip, with water up to 1.0 
metres deep and short sections of crawling.  It has a 
damper than average atmosphere.  Rampgill Level 
started being driven around 1770 and was worked 
until 1921.  It became the principal haulage way for 
lead mining on the east side of the Nent Valley and 
was eventually used by petrol locomotives in the 
early 20th century.  It had connections to Brownley 
Hill, Scaleburn, Smallcleugh, Barneycraig and 
Swinhope Mines.  The objectives of the trip are to 
visit the Brewery Shaft underground, to see an iron 
horse whimsey in Scaleburn Mine, to view the 20th 
century haulage way on the main vein, to visit the 
Rampgill Underground Shaft adjacent to the county 
boundary with its famous boundary gate, and to 
view early nineteenth century lead workings.  This 
will be a full day trip of up to 7 hours underground.  
Appropriate food, lights, drinks, etc required.

Brownley Hill Mine:  A walking, scrambling and SRT 
trip.  Further details to be supplied nearer the time.

Carrs Level:  This trip involves walking, scrambling 
and ladder climbing.  The ladders are industrial 
builders’ ladders.  Carrs Level connects with 
workings dating probably from the early eighteenth 
century.  The first part of the mine was rehabilitated 
by the North Pennines Heritage Trust as a tourist 
mine.  Later sections are drives and flat workings 
in the Great Limestone with examples of secondary 
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mineralisation and galena in situ in the limestone.  
Good opportunities for photography of the 
mineralisation.  A minimum time of two hours 
underground, which can be extended to suit the 
available time.

References: “Nenthead Mines” - PDMHS Bulletin 
Vol.9, No.1(1984)

 “Yesterday’s Golcondas”, R.H.Bird 
(1977) - Section on the Northern 
Pennines, plus a bibliography.

 Websites:  www.aditnow.co.uk and 
www.mine-explorer.co.uk

Accommodation:  There is limited accommodation 
available in Nenthead, with rather more choice available 
in Alston. 
Please Note: I would be grateful if all persons attending 
this weekend would consider making a donation to the 
Nenthead Mines Conservation Society.  Thank you.
For further details of trip bookings, transport 
(car-sharing), etc.  please contact Paul Chandler.

7:  Underground Meet - Holme Bank 
Chert Mine, Bakewell
Tuesday 24th September 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet 7.15pm in Holme Lane, Bakewell.
This is an easy, dry through trip.  It is in mostly large 
walking size passages, with some stooping sections and 
a couple of easy scrambles.  The mine is quite extensive, 
with over 2 miles of passages.  This is an ideal novice 
trip, and well worth bringing a camera.  Access is by 
kind permission of Oldfield Design, Bakewell.
Reference: “Hard Times: A History of the 

Derbyshire Chert Industry.”  - Mining 
History (PDMHS) Vol.13, No.5 (1998).

8:  Underground Meet - Arrock Black 
Marble Mine, Ashford.
Tuesday 1st October 2013.  Leader:  Paul Chandler, 
meet 7.30pm Ashford Church, on-street parking nearby.
This is an easy to moderate grade trip.  There is a low 
crawl near the entrance, so lighting needs to be hands-
free, a torch in the hand is not suitable.  The remainder 
of the mine is mainly walking or stooping size, dry 
passages.  Arrock Mine is quite different to the Rookery 
Black Marble Mine nearby, in that timber has been 
used to support the roof, some of which, you might say, 
has seen better days!  Although less extensive than the 
Rookery Mine, it is arguably more interesting.  Party 
size is not limited, there is no need to book, but this trip 
is not suitable for children.  Access by kind permission 
of the Chatsworth Estate.
Optional drinks afterwards in the Bulls Head, Ashford.
Reference: “Derbyshire Black Marble” by 

J M Tomlinson  (PDMHS Special 
Publication No 4, 1996).

9:  Underground Meet - Owlet Hole Mine
Tuesday 8th October 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet 7.00pm in the car park at the side of the Mining 
Museum.  This is a limited numbers trip, booking is 
advisable.

This mine is entered via a 30 ft deep fixed ladder 
followed by a climb down which is followed by another 
fixed ladder climb of 15 ft, and therefore cannot be 
classed as a novice trip.  Once at the bottom of the mine 
we will have a look around the former Victoria show 
cavern and also take a look at a fire set level.

Optional food and drink afterwards will be arranged at a 
venue in Matlock Bath.

10:  Underground Meet - Pretoria Chert 
Mine, Bakewell.
Tuesday 15th October 2013.  Leader: Paul Chandler.
Another evening opportunity to explore this fascinating 
mine, with its impressive pack-walls, artefacts and in 
places, more holes than rock!  This is an easy grade, 
dry trip, which is suitable for novices.  Boilersuit or old 
clothes are fine.  Access into the mine involves a 15ft 
(5m) fixed ladder climb, so a belt or helmet mounted 
light will be essential.  Mostly large walking size 
passages, which are steeply inclined in places. 
An optional short crawl leads into another part of the 
mine, with a colourful surprise at the end!  You’ll find 
it well worth bringing a camera.  Party size is limited to 
8, plus the Leader.  Preference will be given to Society 
members who have not visited this mine before.
For more details of meeting time & place, and to book 
your place(s), please contact Paul Chandler.
Reference: “Hard Times: A History of the 

Derbyshire Chert Industry.”  - Mining 
History (PDMHS) Vol.13, No.5 (1998).

11:  Underground Meet - Great Masson 
Cavern, Matlock Bath
Tuesday 22nd October 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock 
Bath.
Please note:  this is a limited numbers trip, please 
contact Tony Wood to book your place.
Another Society visit to this ever popular, extensive part 
natural/mined complex, with thanks to the Heights of 
Abraham for allowing access to the Masson system via 
the show cave..  If you have not been before you are 
in for a treat.  In brief, there are large and impressive 
natural caverns, it is full of interest, from very early 
“woodpecker” pick working to hand picked coffin 
levels and relatively modern mining artefacts and it is 
interesting from both the geological and mineralization 
perspective.  Well worth bringing a camera.  The 
actual trip programme will be decided on day, and may 
possibly include both a leisurely trip, ideal for novices 

www.aditnow.co.uk
www.mine-explorer.co.uk
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and experienced members alike, and a sporting trip 
which would cater for the more experienced mine or 
cave explorer.  For  the leisurely trip, wear an oversuit, 
boiler suit or old clothes, and bring a helmet and cap-
lamp, although a torch would suffice.  Knee pads are 
advisable for the sporting trip.

With thanks to the Heights of Abraham for allowing 
access to the Masson system via the show cave.

Reference: “Lead Mining in the Peak District”, 
edited by T D Ford and J H Rieuwerts 
(2000 edition).

12:  Underground Meet - Rookery Black 
Marble Mine, Ashford
Tuesday 5th November 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood,

Another opportunity to visit this popular Derbyshire 
mine, which if you have never visited it, is quite 
extensive, easy to explore and totally different to a 
typical Derbyshire lead mine.

Easy grade, with mostly walking size passages, dry apart 
from puddles.  An ideal novice trip, but also of interest 
to experienced mine explorers.  Evening trip.  Access 
conditions limit the party size to 15 including the Leader.

Drinks after at the Bulls Head in Ashford in the Water.

13:  Underground Meet - Devonshire 
Cavern, Matlock Bath.
Tuesday 19th November 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet at 7.00pm at the Pavilion car park, Matlock Bath.
A chance for people to take a look around the former 
show cave with its impressive main chamber, and to then 
take a trip into the workings of the Coal Pit Rake.

Food and drink at the Boat Inn, Cromford afterwards.

All of the mining walks are highly recommended.

Buffets afterwards are optional and will cost between 
£3.50 and £4.00

Coming Up:
A program of film presentations and underground meets 
will be arranged to see us through the winter months.

Please keep a regular check on the PDMHS website 
(see the adjacent column right) for any changes to the 
circumstances of the above meets.

Contact Details:
Tony Wood: Tel: 07891 276668 or 01629 650392
 email:  tonywood0167@btinternet.com

Paul Chandler: Tel: 01246 220773
 email: paulchandler3@btinternet.com

Tony Wood

Contributing to the Newsletter
Contributions to the PDMHS Newsletter will always be 
gratefully received.  There are a number of ways you can 
send your masterpiece in:-
1: By Email:  This is perhaps in many ways the most 
convenient way for those equipped to use it.  Preferably 
please send text as a Microsoft Word, or similar, file 
(.DOC, .RTF, .WPS, .ODT etc.).  Try to keep to a simple 
format, I would recommend Times New Roman in 16 
point for main headings, 14 point for sub-headings and 
12 point for the main body of the text.  Please try to give 
your work a meaningful title.
DO NOT embed photographs or diagrams in the text, 
send the images separately.  Ideally send photographs as 
300dpi  RGB JPEG or TIFF files, drawings and diagrams 
may be sent in any convenient bitmap or vector format.
2: By Post:  If you wish to send your work by post it is 
best typed following the email guidelines - the text can 
then be scanned in directly using OCR.  However, I am 
quite happy to accept legible hand written articles too...
Good quality photographs and drawings are always 
welcome, or could be sent as digital images on a CD.
3: By Telephone:  You could even phone me and dictate 
an item while I crayon it on the wall to be typed later.
However you choose, your contribution will be most 
welcome.  My contact details for all three methods can 
be found on Page 12.

Steve Thompson

The PDMHS website is continuing to go from strength 
to strength, and is constantly being developed as a 
valuable source of archive material.
In particular, if there are changes to scheduled meets, 
we do try to notify members by posting these changes 
on the website.  If you are intending to join any of the 
Society meets, and have internet access, it is well worth 
checking for updates before travelling.
All the regular topics remain of course: General 
information about the Society, including:  How to 
join;  Meets and events;  Society projects;  PDMHS 
publications;  and Historical resources including the 
Mines Index of 1896 and Census data on lead miners. 
There is also a specific page about the Peak District 
Mining Museum and a link to the Museum’s own 
website www.peakmines.co.uk.  All in all a valuable 
resource, and well worth a visit at www.pdmhs.com.

Steve Thompson

PDMHS Website

mailto:tonywood0167@btinternet.com
mailto:paulchandler3@btinternet.com
www.peakmines.co.uk
www.pdmhs.com
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 45
Shaft and Possible Level, Brushfield 
Hough, Little Longstone, Derbyshire
In an item in Observations and Discoveries Part 44 
(April 2013) Adam Russell reported the examination of 
this site.  At the time we had no knowledge of the name 
of the mine, its date or indeed anything about its history.
However, a recent re-examination of a part of Bagshawe 
Collection 443, in Sheffield Archives, has provided some 
enlightenment.  A section of this book is titled

An account of all Enteris made within the Lordship of 
Brushfield & Blackwall Likewise the Liberty of Little 
Longstone on the South Side Wye from Jan ye 1st 1807

and the first entry in this section reads:-
March 24th 1807  I along with Joseph Gregory One of 
the 24 men for Liberty of Ashford Viewed and Entered 
for Thos Holme and Original Dicken One pair of 
Possessions for Two founder meers of ground in a 
new vein called Bright Side being on Ralph Blowers 
Woodside faceing South East Likewise Seven pair 
of Possessions for seven Meers Meers of Ground as 
Takers ranging South East The Most Southwardly 
pair Stands near to the wall in dalebottam likewise 
nine pair of Possessions for nine meers of ground as 
Takers ranging Northwestwardly.

Frans Heyward
Barmaster

Bearing in mind that the measurement of meers on a 
steep, and today jungle covered, hillside may not have 
been particularly precise, the distances quoted (at 29 
yards to the meer) fit reasonably well with the distance, 
measured along the projected line of the vein, from the 
bottom of the dale to the liberty boundary above, and 
place the founder close to the shaft we found.  Ralph 
Blowers Woodside cannot be positively identified, but 
Ralph Blore would have been 36 years old in 1807.  By 
the time of detailed mapping in 1825, described in an 
associated terrier of 1830, he rented substantial areas 
of land in Brushfield, including Brushfield Hough and 
a part of Little Longstone Liberty, from the Duke of 
Devonshire.  According to the 1841 census he was 70 
years old, living at Brushfield with his son Bowman 
Blore, daughter-in-law and three grandchildren, but 
had apparently passed away by the 1851 census.  The 
occupier of the wood can only positively be identified 
in the Little Longstone Tithe Map and Award of 1847, 
when the wood was owned by the Duke of Devonshire 
and occupied by Joseph Timms, but that is some 40 
years later than the Barmaster’s record.
The next item in Bagshawe Collection 443 is as follows:

March 24th 1807  Receid of Thos Holme and Original 
Dicken One Dish of Ore To Free Two founder Meers 
of ground in a New Vein Called Bright Side.

Frans Heyward
Barmaster

I believe that we can now be confident that the name 
of the mine was ‘Bright Side’, however, no additional 
references have been found.  In particular no production 
figures have, as yet, been unearthed, and it may be 
that the mine produced little, if any, lead ore beyond a 
freeing dish.

Reported:  Steve Thompson
References: 

Barmaster’s Book:  Brushfield and Blackwall 
Liberties 1766 – 1825, Bagshawe Collection 443, 
Sheffield Archives.
Little Longstone Tithe Map and Award 1847, 
D2360/3/220 a and b, Derbyshire Record Office.
A Map of Brushfield in the County of Derby belonging 
to His Grace The Duke of Devonshire 1825, Map 
No. 2633, Chatsworth Manuscripts: The Devonshire 
Collection.
A Survey and Valuation of an Estate at Brushfield 
in the County of Derby belonging to His Grace the 
Duke of Devonshire Valued in the Year 1830 by John 
Cottingham (The numbering of parcels of land in this 
terrier corresponds to the map above). Terrier B82, 
Chatsworth Manuscripts: The Devonshire Collection.

Run-in level and shafts, Boothlee Old Vein, 
Miller’s Dale, Derbyshire, SK 165 730
Running across the promontory of Boothlee in Miller’s 
Dale are hillocks along the line of Boothlee Old Vein, 
as named on a late 18th century plan of the area (Bag. 
C. 203).  Slightly above the cliff edge where the ground 
drops into the Wye valley, there is a grilled shaft of 
unknown depth on the vein, and a small depression 
about 1m square slightly below it, which may be a 
bingstead, as it is too small to be a coe.  The line of 
the vein continues as a cleft in the cliff which can be 
descended with care.  About halfway down the slope 
there is the hollow of a run-in shaft and an exposure 
of the vein, which is about 0.5m wide at this point and 
mainly calcite.  Following the line of the vein down 
to the river side, there is the cutting of a run-in level 
located opposite to the small derelict waterwheel on 
the east bank which formerly pumped water up to the 
Cressbrook reservoir.

Reported:  Adam Russell
Reference:

Undated map entitled ‘An account of the Stows at 
Burfoot’, Bagshaw Collection 203, Sheffield Archives.

Seventeenth Century Limeburning at 
Stoney Middleton Dale
In 1686 William Cavendish, 4th Earl of Devonshire, 
started rebuilding Chatsworth House, beginning with 
the south wing, and then moving to that to the east.  
Before these were finished, in 1694 he became the 1st 
Duke.  After a break in the later 1690s, came the task 
of erecting the west wing from 1700, followed by the 
north wing from 1705 (Thompson 1949; Barnatt and 
Williamson 2005).  Surviving in Chatsworth House there 



6

is a series of ‘building accounts’ for 1686-1706, which 
detail costs of building, ornamentation and installation 
of fixtures and fittings at the new house, together with 
alterations to the gardens.
The bulk of the building stone used was sandstone from 
‘Bakewell Edge’ and the adjacent ‘Whicksop Edge’, 
both about 2km to the south-west just beyond the 
Cavendish land boundary and overlooking Bakewell.  
Lower quality stone came from Chatsworth ‘parke’, 
which at that date lay above the house to the east.  
Paving stones came from ‘Stoake Quarry’, and on one 
occasion ‘Beeley Moor’.  Lead for the plumbing came 
from Shacklow Mill west of Ashford, and in a single 
instance from Rowsley.  Ornamental stones were also 
employed, often this was polished dark limestone, 
known today as Ashford Black Marble but then usually 
referred to simply as ‘blackston’, which came from 
‘Ashford and Sheldon Moors’ where the Cavendish 
family were Lords of the Manor.  Less commonly they 
used ‘grey marble’ from ‘beyond Calver’, ‘Hassop’ 

and ‘Haddon Fields’.  Alabaster came from Gotham 
in Leicestershire and Castlehayes near Tutbury in 
Staffordshire.  Statuary was made from the mellow 
Magnesium Limestone from Roche Abbey near Maltby 
in what is now South Yorkshire, and later they also used 
real marble imported via Bawtry.

One detail that has been overlooked in modern 
commentaries is that, unsurprisingly, large quantities 
of lime mortar were needed.  This is where the story 
would end except that account entries occasionally give 
locations.  The first entry states ‘677 horse loads of 
lyme from Middleton Dale £22.11.4’ were supplied by 
George Grundy and paid for in April-May 1687, with 
the price including an extra winter allowance.  In 1696 
a delivery of 149 loads of lime for £7/9/0 came from 
Ashover, while in 1797 there were 39 horse loads for the 
‘plasterers’ was purchased from Crich for £1/4/41/2.

The full amounts of lime recorded in the Chatsworth 
building accounts are given in the table.

Year 
bills 
paid

Horse loads for 
house

Horse loads for 
garden walls and 
other buildings

Horse loads – both or 
unspecified location

Supplier

1687 - - 1,956 George Grundy
1688 -

157
-

416
684

-
George Grundy
John Cocker

1689 810 1,030 (36) George Grundy
1690 - - 318 John Cocker
1691 - - -
1692 -

20
-

501
(145)

8
Robert Lees
Unspecified

1693 3
243

20
108

-
8

Richard Lees
Unspecified

1694 -
-
-

130
4
-

-
-

1,766

Richard Lees
John  Cocker
(Richard Lees and John Cocker, used 
1693-94, given in 1695 account)

1695 265
-

50
323

-
-

John Cocker
Unspecified

1696 36
-

591
-

-
149

John Cocker
Unspecified (Ashover)

1697 69 - - Unspecified (Crich and unstated)
1698 - - -
1699 - (630) - Henry Furness
1700 200

-
-
-

-
200

Henry Furness
John Chapman

1701 -
-

-
-

594
315

Henry Furness
John Chapman

1702 - - 975 John Chapman and Martin Furness
1703 608 - - John Chapman and Martin Furness
1704 43 - - Unspecified
1705 994 236 - Martin Furness and partners
1706 - - -

Totals 3,779 4,079 7,152 Overall total 15,010
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In three instances, placed in parenthesis, the number 
of horse loads is not given and these are estimated 
here based on the price paid and that a single load 
usually cost 8d.  Much of the lime given as for use in 
unspecified locations is likely to have been for the house 
construction in 1687-89, 1694 and 1700-02, with the 
dates of building the four wings clearly seen from the 
peaks in purchase.  While much of the lime was used 
in mortar, small amounts are also documented in 1693, 
1696-97 and 1704-05 as used for plaster when the new 
wing interiors were being finished.  The gardens were 
remodelled and enlarged southwards in 1688-96.  Later, 
in 1699 lime was used for new stables, while that used in 
1705 was for the ‘foundations of New Kitchen when it 
was to be separate from the house’.
While 17th century lime production has been recorded 
and studied around Buxton, Peak Forest and Bradwell 
(Leach 1996; Barnatt and Dickson 2004), the earliest 
known kilns at Stoney Middleton Dale (centred at 
c. SK 220 757), prior to this identification, were of 
mid-18th century date.  Nothing is published on early 
limeburning at Ashover and Crich.  Quarrying at the 
latter rose to prominence with Outram and Berisford 
purchasing the quarries in 1791 to provide limestone 
to the new ironworks at Butterley.  At Ashover one of 
the earliest documentary records is in a tithe dispute, 
when Thomas Haslam, Limeburner, was renting a kiln at 
Westedge in 1646.  Lime burning was also taking place 
at an area known as ‘Stanstridge kilns’ at Milltown in the 
late-17th early-18th centuries.
Taking the house-building and other improvements 
together, while the weight of a horse load is not given, 
working on what we know of what a pony can carry, the 
full amount of lime brought to Chatsworth in 1687-1705 
was something in the region of 1000 tons!
While only one entry in the Chatsworth accounts 
specifies Stoney Middleton, it is likely that a significant 
proportions of the lime used was from this source, and 
perhaps also nearby Calver Low; at 5-7km away these 
are the nearest and most convenient sources of lime for 
building the house.  At a minimum, the 4480 horse loads 
provided by George Grundy in 1687-89 are likely to be 
from Middleton Dale.  Unfortunately the locations of the 
kilns of the other four main suppliers are not given.  It 
is speculated here that they were in the same small part 
of the Peak District.  In contrast, the kilns at Ashover 
and Crich were significantly further away and it may be 
that these provided a more specialist product.  This is 
suggested in the accounts in the entry for Crich, with the 
lime being used was for ornamental plaster.  However, 
Ashover is more of a mystery, and we simply do not 
know why lime was brought from here.
Early lime production at places like Grin Hill, Dove 
Holes and Peak Forest is characterised by a large 
number of small kilns serviced by shallow quarries, 
with a handful in use at any one time, with activity 
migrating across the landscape as fractured surface beds 
of limestone rather than more solid rock below was 
taken.  This created very distinctive industrial landscapes 

that survive to today because they leave the ground 
over broad swaths unfit for cultivation and are hard to 
infill.  Other examples are found at Cauldon Low in the 
south-west part of the Peak, surviving at the fringes of 
extensive more modern quarrying, while at Bradwell, 
the other known limeburning focus that was documented 
as active as early as the 17th century, all seems to have 
been subsumed by later intensive activity.  At Calver 
Low there is a small area of kilns, but perhaps all of 
18th-19th century date.  At Stoney Middleton there is 
nothing that is comparable away from the Dale and it 
seems the type of quarrying was different compared with 
sites just mentioned.  Stoney Middleton Dale is known 
to have long been a focal point for quarrying, with deep 
daleside quarries created on an ever increasing scale 
through time.  It now seems that this method of working 
can be pushed back to at least the late-17th century.  
Whether any features of this era remains today is not 
known; later work has been intensive and no doubt much 
has been swept away.
The Chatsworth evidence is particularly interesting 
as a reminder that lime was not just used locally for 
agricultural purposes but also for building.  Lime from 
the Buxton area is known to have been increasingly 
employed for this from the late-18th century onwards 
in the burgeoning industrial centres flanking the Peak, 
focussed on Stockport and Manchester.  Chatsworth 
provides an earlier and very different example, if a rather 
exceptional case in that it was at one end of a spectrum 
of building projects.

Reported: Stuart Band and John Barnatt
References:

Barnatt, J. and Dickson, A. 2004 Survey and 
interpretation of a limekiln complex at Peak Forest, 
Derbyshire: and a review of early limeburning in the 
North-West Peak. Derbyshire Archaeological Journal 
124, pp. 141-215.
Barnatt, J. and Williamson, T. 2005 Chatsworth: A 
Landscape History. Windgather.
Chatsworth Building Accounts (7 vols) 1686-1706. 
Chatsworth Manuscripts: The Devonshire Collection.
Leach, J. 1996 Grin Hill, Buxton: A major Derbyshire 
limestone quarry. Derbyshire Archaeological Journal 
116, pp. 101-32.
Thompson. E. 1949 A History of Chatsworth. London.

Rushycliff and Nancy Consols, Tissington, 
SK 177 531
In Parwich village, on the wall of a house opposite the 
church, there is a curious cast iron plate.  This reads:

The owner of the house says the plaque was found years 
ago by children playing in the area of Rushycliff south-
west of the village.  There is an area of lead mining 

SucceSS

RuShycliff And nAncy conSolS leAd Mining co ltd

tReSpASSeRS Will Be pRoSecuted AccoRding to the lAW

deRBy nov 1872.
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hollows and hillocks centred on the wood just south-
east of Rushycliff Barn, in Tissington parish; nothing 
is known to the authors of the history of this mining.  
If anyone has information on Rushycliff and Nancy 
Consols, John and Phil would be keen to hear from you.

Information: Phil Shaw
Reported: John Barnatt

Holmes Groove, Upper Lathkill Dale, 
Monyash, Derbyshire SK 171 658
The run-in tail of a level, which was identified by the late 
Charles Millington as Holmes Groove (Jim Rieuwerts 
pers comm.), is located a few hundred metres downstream 
from Lathkill Head Resurgence Cave.  Whilst walking 
in the dale last December, I noticed that at the back of 
the run-in was a roughly body-sized hole leading into the 
mine.  On return with company and caving kit, it proved 
possible to gain access to the level beyond.
It was found that the level was roughly 2m high and 
1m wide, with between 10 and 30cm of water on the 
floor but it was only about 20m long and terminated 
at a forefield.  The vein as observed here was entirely 
calcite and contained no visible lead so was probably 
abandoned for this reason.  However, at the point the 
level had been driven into the hillside, the vein has been 
intersected by a phreatic tube filled with yellow-brown 
clay so the miners may have hoped for a productive 
pipe vein, or cave development along the vein, at this 
horizon.  This phreatic tube continues beneath the water 
on the west side of the level, which also has a number of 
vughs with well-developed calcite crystals.  There were 
several shotholes of roughly 1 inch (25mm) diameter 
visible in the level, suggesting a 19th century date for 
this trial level.
Further up the steep hillside there is another possible 
run-in level and choked shaft, while at the top of the 
dale there is a further choked shaft; all surface features 
noted in the 2005 archaeological survey of the dale 
(Barnatt 2005), including a spoil heap outside the valley-
bottom level, but the underground exploration is the first 
recorded in modern times.

Present:  Adam Russell, Martin Long, 
Scott Humphries, Arthur Wilson

Reported:  Adam Russell
Reference:

Barnatt, J.  2005  Lathkill Dale National Nature 
Reserve: Archaeological Survey 2005. Unpublished 
Report, Cultural Heritage Team Archives, Peak 
District National Park Authority.

If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 email:  john.barnatt@btinternet.com

Chatsworth Archives Closure Periods
Members who use the facilities for access to manuscripts 
in the various archive collections at Chatsworth House 
should note that the Study Room will be closed during 
the following periods:

Week commencing: 8th July 2013
Week commencing: 15th July 2013
Week commencing: 12th August 2013
Week commencing: 19th August 2013
Week commencing: 18th November 2013
Week commencing: 25th November 2013
Week commencing: 23rd December 2013
Week commencing: 30th December 2013

You can find more information about access to the 
archives in Chatsworth by visiting: 

http://www.chatsworth.org/art-and-archives/
research-and-contact/archives-works-of-art

Steve Thompson

Stuart and Andrew to retire from 
Chatsworth
Those of us who visit Chatsworth Archives will know 
Andrew Peppitt and Stuart Band, Archivists Emeritus 
at Chatsworth House.  Andrew and Stuart will both be 
retiring in mid-July after giving invaluable service since 
they started work at Chatsworth in May 2002.
Society members will also know Stuart’s name from his 
articles in the PDMHS Bulletin, and in particular his 
excellent research on the mines of Ashover.  He is also 
the co-author, with Robert Gratton, of the now classic 
book “The Ashover Light Railway”.  I’m sure he will 
find plenty to keep him occupied in retirement!
During his work at Chatsworth Andrew has specialised 
in the family papers, and perhaps in particular papers 
relating to the family’s interests and estates in Ireland.  
In retirement he hopes to spend more time on his 
musical interests.
I’m sure you’ll join me in wishing them both long, 
enjoyable and rewarding retirements.

Steve Thompson

Chatsworth House and the Emperor Fountain
Photo:  Steve Thompson

mailto:john.barnatt@btinternet.com
http://www.chatsworth.org/art-and-archives/research-and-contact/archives-works-of-art
http://www.chatsworth.org/art-and-archives/research-and-contact/archives-works-of-art
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The Ford Fiesta
From Bradgate Park to the Grand Canyon:
Celebrating 60 Years of Geological 
Achievement by Dr Trevor D. Ford, O.B.E.
Some 50 years after first encountering Trevor, during a 
Manchester Geological Association visit to Charnwood 
Forest, I was present, with 76 others, plus speakers 
and family members, at this, the Leicester Literary and 
Philosophical Society Geology Section (LL&PS GS) 
2013 Saturday Seminar, held on the 2nd of March in 
recognition of its Life Vice President, and dubbed by 
him ‘The Ford Fiesta’.
After a welcome and introduction to the proceedings by 
Joanne Norris (Chairman, LL&PS GS), Richard Shaw 
(British Geological Survey, and PDMHS Hon. Editor) 
reviewed Trevor’s life and varied interests.  Born in 
Essex (1925), but brought up and educated in Sheffield, 
Trevor served briefly in first the RAF then the Royal 
Navy, before returning to Sheffield to study Geology at 
the University, followed by doing a PhD on the Ingleton 
coalfield.  He joined Leicester University Geology 
Department as an Assistant Lecturer in 1952, rising 
to become a Senior Lecturer and, in 1986, Associate 
Dean for Combined Studies in Science.  Since retiring 
in 1989 he has been an Honorary Research Fellow at 
Leicester.  He managed to combine this career with 
underground exploration, writing or contributing 
to around 500 publications, being Hon. Editor for 
PDMHS, the LL&PS GS and the Cave Research 
Group and its successor, the British Caving Research 
Association (BCRA), and serving as President or 
Chairman of PDMHS, the BCRA, the LL&PS and the 
East Midlands Geological Society.  He was awarded a 
moiety from the Lyell Fund of the Geological Society 
of London in 1974, an O.B.E. for ‘Services to Geology 
and Cave Science’ in 1997, and the Champion of British 
Sport Medal by the Derbyshire Caving Association in 
1998.  The following speakers enlarged on aspects of 
Trevor’s varied scientific contributions.

Tony Waltham (Nottingham) gave an animated 
and entertaining account of Trevor’s activities in 
the Grand Canyon and its region.  These included 
delving into the Precambrian on the Canyon floor and 
looking at Mesozoic rocks elsewhere on the Colorado 
Plateau, immortalised by another Ford in films such 
as ‘Stagecoach’, in a still from which John Wayne 
was replaced by Trevor!  In real life Trevor also led 
rafting trips down the Canyon and a Geologists’ 
Association field trip around the Plateau.  Bill Fitches 
(Aberystwyth) reviewed the geology of the Isle of 
Man, his interest in which was kindled by Geologists’ 
Association Guide 46 (Ford et al., 2001).  Responding 
to a question at the end of this contribution Trevor 
described the purpose and operation of the famous 
Manx landmark, the Laxey wheel.

After an excellent buffet lunch, Noel Worley 
(Nottingham) and David Quirk (Copenhagen) covered 
aspects of Trevor’s interest in the speleology and 
mineral deposits of Derbyshire.  Beginning in the 
Castleton area when he was at Sheffield University, 
this continued at Leicester where he supervised PhD 
projects that resulted in six theses, over 50 publications, 
and advances in the understanding of the origin of the 
Derbyshire mineralisation.  John Gunn (Birmingham) 
revealed the complexities of the hydrogeology of the 
Castleton karst area.  Finally, Martin Brasier (Oxford) 
covered developments in the understanding of Charnia 
masoni, the iconic fossil documented from Charnwood 
Forest by Trevor in 1958, and the fauna of the 
Precambrian Ediacaran System.

After messages had been read from David 
Attenborough, and others unable to attend, the 
Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society Geology 
Section presented Trevor with, appropriately, a 
specimen of Blue John.  The proceedings ended 
with a wine reception and the unveiling and cutting 
of a commemorative cake, ornamented with a 
representation of Charnia.

Geoff Warrington

Trevor cutting the commemorative cake (inset)
Main Photo:  Kirsty Baxter, Inset:  Geoff Warrington

A group photograph taken during the lunch break.  Six of 
the speakers, Bill Fitches, David Quirk, Tony Waltham, 
John Gunn, Richard Shaw and Noel Worley, are included 
here, Martin Brasier arrived later.

Photo:  Geoff Warrington
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The Consolidation of Lead Mining 
Titles at Treak Cliff, in the Liberty of 
Castleton, High Peak.
Treak Cliff hill at Castleton is today more renowned 
for mining and working ornamental fluorite, commonly 
known as Blue John, rather than for the production of 
lead ore.  Yet at least three lead ore bearing veins run 
down the steep north-eastern hillside.  The earliest 
reference yet located dates from some time previous 
to 1699, when an un-named mine on Trake Cliffe was 
(perhaps) involved in a dispute, though details are sparse 
(National Archives, DL 4/129/1699/5).  By 1709 at 
least, three named veins were working, the Old Miller 
Vein (Trake Clyffe Old Man’s Grove or Trake Clyff 
Newgate); New Nab and Trake Nab (Oakes Deeds 
1149).  The Old Miller Vein passes through the Treak 
Cliff Cavern close to the visitor entrance, but it is not 
possible to differentiate between old lead stopes and 
areas of later Blue John mining.
New Nab Vein or Pipe is situated between the Cavern 
and Oden Vein; over 655 loads of lead ore were mined 
there in 1709-1710, records in the John Rylands Library, 
Manchester, reveal profits each year from 1709 to 1715 
inclusive.  Little is known about Trake Nab Pipe, which 
ranged parallel with Oden Vein; it too was working in 
the early years of the 18th century.  Records of lead 
mining operations on Treak Cliff after 1715 are virtually 
non-existent, most emphasis after about 1750 being 
placed on Blue John production.
Mrs Vicky Turner and her father Mr Peter Harrison, 
owners of Treak Cliff Cavern, approached Mr Edward 
Tennant, the Barmaster, requesting consolidation of the 
mines on this part of Treak Cliff, thus preventing any 
future disturbance that might damage the cavern.  The 
Barmaster asked me, as Foreman of the Low Peak Grand 
Jury, to provide a suitable scheme for Consolidation, 
there being no available High Peak Jury sworn since the 

late 1970s.  Luckily, my library contains original copies 
of the High Peak Mining Customs and Mineral Courts 
Act, 1851; Thomas Tapping’s treatise on the Act, 1851, 
and the ‘New and Additional Articles and Customs’, of 

1859.  These volumes confirmed that a dish of lead ore 
(about 60-65lbs in weight) would have to be provided 
to ‘free’ the Old Miller Mine, after which consolidation 
of adjoining or contiguous veins could proceed.  An 
outline plan of the area required was provided by Treak 
Cliff Cavern.  On the 15th April I met Mrs Turner and 
Mr Harrison, who submitted the necessary ‘freeing dish’ 
of ore.  A brief inspection of the site, both at surface and 
underground, followed.

The unprecedented situation that a High Peak Barmote 
Jury was not available was discussed with Mr. Paul 
Clarke, Chief Executive and Clerk to the Council of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, Mr. Michael Cockerton, and Mr. 
Edward Tennant, Steward and Barmaster respectively of 
the Derbyshire Barmote Courts.  A decision was made 
that the Wirksworth Grand Jury, due to be sworn on 
the 17th April should also be sworn as the High Peak 
Jury.  The final act was that the Barmaster and Grand 
Jury were to be in agreement, confirmed in writing, 
permitting the Consolidation.
The Barmote Court, held at the Moot Hall, Wirksworth 
on the 17th April, 2013, passed without hindrance or 
objection that the Treak Cliff Consolidation be approved 
and entered into the Barmaster’s Book.

Jim Rieuwerts
References:

National Archives, DL 4/129/1699/5:  Duchy of 
Lancaster: Court of Duchy Chamber: Pleadings, 
Depositions and Examinations, Series II.  Attorney 
General of the Duchy of Lancaster v Lee, otherwise 
Bagshaw v Lee. 1699.
Oakes Deeds 1149:  Oden Mine Reckoning Book 
1708-1714

The Barmote Court assembled on the 17th of April.
Top Table (L-R):  Mr. Paul Clarke, Chief Executive and 
Clerk to the Council of the Duchy of Lancaster, Mr. 
Michael Cockerton, Steward of the Barmote Court, and Mr 
Edward Tennant, Barmaster.  Seated  in front of them is 
Mr. David Mort, Court Bailiff and grandson of the late John 
Mort, formerly Barmaster from 1942 to 1972, with the 
Bronze Standard Dish and the freeing dish of ore. Dr. Jim 
Rieuwerts is seated on the left of the front row of the jury, 
the traditional seat of the Foreman of the Grand Jury.

Photo: Copyright © Paul Deakin

L-R:  Mr Peter Harrison, Mrs Vicky Turner and Mr John 
Turner, seated at Treak Cliff Cavern with the freeing dish.

Photo: Phil Wolstenholme
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Peak District Lead Mines:  New Scheduled Monuments
In March 2013 English Heritage scheduled several more lead mine sites in the Peak.  This adds to the 36 mine sites, 
which were mostly designated as part of the Monument Protection Programme over ten years ago after consultation 
with Jim Rieuwerts and others (listed in Barnatt and Penny 2004).  Selection of new sites for consideration was guided 
by recommendations made in 2005 by the Peak District National Park Authority (Barnatt 2005); after assessment by 
English Heritage’s Designation Team, the following sites have now been scheduled.  The area covered by each new 
scheduled site often corresponds with that mapped as of regional and/or national importance in Barnatt and Penny 
2004.  However, there are some variations, as noted in the table below, reflecting inclusion where considered of national 
importance, and exclusion where only of regional interest:

Scheduled Monument 
List Entry Number

Scheduled Monument Title Lead Legacy 2004 
Inventory Number

Notes

1412310 Maury Mine and Sough 52 Covers extent given in Barnatt and Penny 2004, except for 
minor features at the south-west end.

1412506 Thorswood Mines - Covers extent given in Barnatt 2005.
1412515 Black Rakes, Welshmans Venture 

and Bondog Hole Mines, and 
Merry Tom and Thumper Sitch 
Levels (outside PDNPA)

113 Covers extent given in Barnatt and Penny 2004.

1412782 Arbourseats Veins and Sough, 
Wardlow Sough, and Nay Green 
Mine and Washing Floors, 
Hading Vein and Seedlow Rake

40 Covers extent given in Barnatt and Penny 2004.

1412889 Lees and Dove Rakes, Booth Lee 
Pipes, and Sterndale Sough

51 Covers extent given in Barnatt and Penny 2004.

1412909 Putwell Hill Mine 50 Covers extent given in Barnatt and Penny 2004.
1412922 Carsington Pasture, Nickalum, 

Perseverance West Head, Break 
Hollow and other small mines 
and medieval field boundaries. 
(outside PDNPA)

119 Covers much of the extent given in 2004, but excludes parts 
at the northern side of Carsington Pasture, and areas around 
Nickalum Mine and Great Rake Mine.  The last has still to be 
assessed.

1412937 Coalpithole Rake 10 Covers extent given in Barnatt and Penny 2004.
1412938 Gautries Rake 11 Covers extent given in Barnatt and Penny 2004.
1412940 High Rake Mine 30 Covers the site excavated in 2000-08 and surrounding area.

To this should be added a site scheduled in 2011 following an application by the National Park Authority because of a 
perceived potential threat of damage there:
1402079 How Grove 6 Covers the small area excavated in 1998-2000 (Barnatt 2002).

To see detailed paperwork and maps of these scheduled sites go to http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/advancedsearch.aspx, 
click on ‘reference number’ and put in the list entry number as given above.
It is hoped further sites will be designated in the future and a further four potential schedulings are currently still in the 
pipeline.  If and when further schedulings occur this will be reported in a future newsletter.
While protection conferred on sites scheduled for their surface interest extends ‘to the centre of the earth’, there are sites 
with great interest underground with nothing of national importance at the surface.  At the request of English Heritage,the 
Peak District National Park Authority has submitted proposals for a project that reviews the issues around underground 
designation at a national level, using the Peak District as a pilot study area.  Sites which have significant underground 
interest of potential national importance may be considered in the future once the results of detailed appraisal are available.

John Barnatt
Senior Survey Archaeologist, Peak District National Park Authority.

References:
Barnatt.J.  2002  Excavations and Conservation at How Grove, Dirtlow Rake, Castleton, Derbyshire.  
Mining History 15.2, 1-40.
Barnatt, J.  2005  Updated Inventory of Regionally and Nationally Important Lead Mining Sites in the Peak District – 
November 2005.  Bakewell:  Peak District National Park Authority Cultural Heritage Team archive - unpublished report.
Barnatt, J. 2011  High Rake Mine, Little Hucklow, Derbyshire:  Excavations and Conservation at an Important 
Nineteenth Century Mine.  Mining History 18, 1 and 2, pp. 1-217.
Barnatt, J. and Penny, R.  2004  The Lead Legacy:  The Prospects for the Peak District’s Lead Mining Heritage. 
Bakewell:  Peak District National Park Authority.

http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/advancedsearch.aspx


12

Printed by: www.folderprint.co.uk  short-run folder printing

PDMHS etc. Publications for Sale
I need to free up some shelf space and I have available 
the following:-

PDMHS Newsletters:
No. 12, and Nos. 14 to 146 complete set.

PDMHS Bulletins:
Vol. 3 Nos. 3,4 and 5.
Vol. 4 Nos. 1,2 and 6.
Vol. 5 Nos. 1,2,3,5 and 6.
Vols. 6 to 17, complete volumes Nos. 1 to 6.
Vol. 18 Nos. 1 to 4.

Other Publications:
Kirkham, N. and Ford, T.D. 1967.  The Ecton 
Copper Mines, Staffordshire. PDMHS Special 
Publication No. 1.
Stokes, A.H. 1973.  Lead and Lead Mining 
in Derbyshire. Peak District Mines Historical 
Society Special Publication No. 2.
Willies, L. et al. 1980.  The History of Magpie 
Mine, Sheldon, Derbyshire. Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Special Publication No. 3.
Stokes, A.H. 1996.  Lead and Lead Mining 
in Derbyshire. Peak District Mines Historical 
Society Special Publication No. 2.
Burt, R., Waite, P. and Willies, L. 1987.  Author 
Index of the Bulletin of the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Volumes 1 to 9.
Willies, L. 2003.  A Guide for Visitors to 
Magpie Mine.
Willies, L., Williams, D.; Clucas, D. et al. 
British Mining History Bibliography Nos. 1 to 6 
(1990-95).
Magpie Mine Engine House Appeal (1993).

Offered as one lot for £ 375.00.  NB: These publications 
weigh about 32kgs and will be delivered free of charge 
by courier.

For more information contact David R. Neal (Tregaron):
Telephone: 01974 821213
Email: dgmail22-nmrs@yahoo.co.uk

David Neal

Scanning Old Newsletters
Ever since I took over as Newsletter Editor, after 
Wes Taylor’s exceptionally long period of service in 
that role, with Issue No. 130 in April 2009, I have 
maintained an archive of the Newsletters I have 
produced in computer-readable, computer-searchable 
form.  This will of course continue into the future.
However, during this year I have also been working 
with Dave Williams, the Society’s Recorder and 
Archivist, to begin a project to scan older issues of 
the Newsletters too.  We are currently working our 
way backwards from Issue No. 129, and we have now 
scanned as far back as Issue No. 81, January 1997.
These more recent images are being scanned, as far as 
possible, using Optical Character Recognition (OCR) to 
scan them to computer-readable, computer-searchable 
PDF files.  Sometimes, however, because of printing 
artefacts some words may not be recognised in a 
search.  As we proceed further back in time it is likely 
that print quality issues will mean that OCR scanning 
is not appropriate, and we will then have to resort to 
scanning them as image PDF files which will have to be 
read, and searched, in the traditional manner.

Steve Thompson

The Winch at Kelly Mine.
A Short Update
Two articles on the recovery of this winch from Jug 
Holes, its restoration and subsequent transfer to the 
Kelly Mine in Devon were published in this Newsletter 
in January and April 2013.
I have recently received a communication from 
Nick Walter, Editor and Archivist of the Kelly Mine 
Preservation Society, to inform us that the winch has 
now been moved into their new winding house at the 
Kelly Mine shaft, and hopefully will be working by the 
summer.

Steve Thompson

PDMHS Newsletter, October 2013
The deadline for the October edition of the Newsletter is 
Sunday the 1st of September 2013.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com
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