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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

The Companies Act 1985
As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 
Association of the Company, the following Directors 
will retire at the AGM:

The Hon. Secretary
The Hon. Recorder
The Hon. Editor

The Committee that was elected at the Thirty-Eighth 
AGM, which was held on Saturday 17th November 
2012, is as follows:
Chairman Post Vacant
Deputy Chairman Mr. M. Long
Hon Secretary Mr. D. Weston*
Hon Treasurer Mr. A. Mutter
Hon Recorder Mr. D. Williams+
Hon Editor Dr. R. Shaw+
Ordinary Members
 Mr. M. J. Luff
 Mr. S. Thompson
 Mr. D. Webb
 Mr. N. Willers
 Mr. T. Howard (co-opted 1/3/13)
 Post Vacant
Those whose names are marked with + are retiring as 
required by the Articles of Association and are eligible 
for re-election.  Those whose names are marked * are 
retiring and are not eligible for re-election.
Fully paid up Members of the Society, who are aged 
18 and over, are invited to nominate members of the 
Society (who are themselves fully paid up members and 
who have consented to nomination) for the vacant posts 
on the Committee.
Nominations are required for the positions of:

Hon. Chairman
Hon. Secretary
Hon. Recorder
Hon. Editor
One Ordinary Member

A nomination form is enclosed with this Newsletter for 
you to use. Any nomination will be accepted provided 
that it is in the format prescribed.  All nominations 
must be received by Mr. J. D. Weston (Hon. Secretary) 
by 12th November 2013.  Proof of postage cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
All nominations should be accompanied by a brief 
written resume that will be included in the Agenda of the 
AGM if a ballot is required to elect Directors.
To save on postage costs, nominations for the Committee 
may be sent with Annual Dinner bookings to The Peak 
District Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, South Parade, 
Matlock Bath, MATLOCK, DE4 3NR.
J. D. Weston
Hon Secretary

For full details of the AGM and the Entertainment 
Programme, and the Miner’s Buffet, see page 15.

The Role of the Hon. Secretary
As a Limited Company and a Registered Charity the 
Society is required by its Articles of Association to have 
an Honorary Secretary.  Dave Weston has served in this 
important role for the last six years, and now wishes to 
pass the baton on to a willing successor.
The role of the Hon. Secretary is to deal with all general 
correspondence in the name of the Society, to attend 
all Council Meetings and the Annual General Meeting, 
taking minutes at such meetings and distribute these 
minutes to Council Members.  Other responsibilities of 
the role holder include Annual Returns to Companies 
House and the Charity Commission.  The Hon. Secretary 
will be registered as a Director of the Society.
The Hon. Secretary fulfils an essential function which is 
necessary to the continuing operation of this Society, but 
to date no candidates have come forward for nomination.
Would you be willing to fulfil this vital role and enable 
the Peak District Mines Historical Society to move 
forward to many more years of success?

PDMHS Council

To All Members
Notice is hereby given that the Thirty-Ninth Annual General Meeting of the Peak District Mines Historical Society 
Ltd. will be held at 5.30 pm on Saturday 16th November 2013 at the Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, 
Matlock Bath, Derbyshire.
The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the meeting.
By Order
David Weston
Hon Secretary
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Meets List:  Autumn - Winter 2013-14
Things will not be as busy on the meets front over the 
next few months, it will be mainly film shows and 
surface walks.  The months of January and February can 
be a problematical with the weather, but things will pick 
up again when we start the evening walks in April.

October 2013
1:  Underground Meet - Owlet Hole Mine
Tuesday 8th October 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet 7.00pm in the car park at the side of the Mining 
Museum.  This is a limited numbers trip, booking is 
advisable, please contact Tony Wood.
This mine is entered via a 30 ft deep fixed ladder 
followed by a climb down which is followed by another 
fixed ladder climb of 15 ft, and therefore cannot be 
classed as a novice trip.  Once at the bottom of the mine 
we will have a look around the former Victoria show 
cavern and also take a look at a fireset level.
Optional food and drink afterwards will be arranged at 
the Boat House, Matlock.

2:  Barmote Event 2013
This years Barmote Event, once again with Tony Wood 
as Event Organiser, will take place on Wednesday the 
16th of October 2013 at the Mining Museum at Matlock 
Bath, commencing at 11.00am prompt.  There will be 
two presentations, one entitled “From Ore To Orchids”, 
and the other “The Hollow Hill”, followed by the 
traditional presentation of clay pipes to new members.
Food and drink will be provided.  As usual the new 
members will receive their own invitations, the other 
“usual suspects” will need to phone or call in at the 
Museum to give an idea of the numbers to be catered for.  
There will be a chance for new members to take a tour 
of the Mining Museum and Temple Mine as well.

3:  Underground Meet - Great Masson 
Cavern, Matlock Bath
Tuesday 22nd October 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock 
Bath.
Please note:  this is a limited numbers trip, please 
contact Tony Wood to book your place.
Another Society visit to this ever popular, extensive part 
natural/mined complex.  If you have not been before you 
are in for a treat.  In brief, there are large and impressive 
natural caverns, it is full of interest, from very early 
“woodpecker” pick working to hand picked coffin 
levels and relatively modern mining artefacts and it is 
interesting from both the geological and mineralization 
perspective.  Well worth bringing a camera.  The 
actual trip programme will be decided on day, and may 
possibly include both a leisurely trip, ideal for novices 
and experienced members alike, and a sporting trip 
which would cater for the more experienced mine or 
cave explorer.  For  the leisurely trip, wear an oversuit, 

boiler suit or old clothes, and bring a helmet and cap-
lamp, although a torch would suffice.  Knee pads are 
advisable for the sporting trip.
With thanks to the Heights of Abraham for allowing 
access to the Masson system via the show cave.
Optional food and drink afterwards will be arranged at 
the Boat House, Matlock.
Reference: “Lead Mining in the Peak District”, 

edited by T D Ford and J H Rieuwerts 
(2000 edition).

November 2013
4:  Underground Meet - Rookery Black 
Marble Mine, Ashford
Tuesday 5th November 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood,
Another opportunity to visit this popular Derbyshire 
mine, which if you have never visited it, is quite 
extensive, easy to explore and totally different to a 
typical Derbyshire lead mine.
Easy grade, with mostly walking size passages, dry apart 
from puddles.  An ideal novice trip, but also of interest 
to experienced mine explorers.  Evening trip.  Access 
conditions limit the party size to 15 including the Leader.
For more details of the meeting time & place, and to 
book your place(s), please contact Tony Wood.
Drinks after at the Bulls Head in Ashford in the Water.

5:  Underground Meet - Pretoria Chert 
Mine, Bakewell.
Tuesday 19th November 2013.  Leader: Tony Wood.
Another evening opportunity to explore this fascinating 
mine, with its impressive pack-walls, artefacts and in 
places, more holes than rock!  This is an easy grade, 
dry trip, which is suitable for novices.  Boilersuit or old 
clothes are fine.  Access into the mine involves a 15ft 
(5m) fixed ladder climb, so a belt or helmet mounted 
light will be essential.  Mostly large walking size 
passages, which are steeply inclined in places. 
An optional short crawl leads into another part of the 
mine, with a colourful surprise at the end!  You’ll find 
it well worth bringing a camera.  Party size is limited to 
8, plus the Leader.  Preference will be given to Society 
members who have not visited this mine before.
For more details of the meeting time & place, and to 
book your place(s), please contact Tony Wood.
Reference: “Hard Times: A History of the 

Derbyshire Chert Industry.”  - Mining 
History (PDMHS) Vol.13, No.5 (1998).

6:  Surface Walk - The Millstone Industry 
of Stanage Edge
Saturday 30th November 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet 10.30am, at the Millstone Inn, Hathersage.  Please 
check the website for details.
This walk will take us around the Stanage Edge area 
looking at the industry of millstone manufacture.  We 
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will look at the quarries where the stone was obtained, 
where the masons worked and the head of the incline 
which once took the finished millstones down into 
Grindleford.
Optional food and drink at the Millstone Inn afterwards.

December 2013

7:  Underground Meet - Mouldridge Mine
Tuesday 3rd December 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at Pikehall in the lay-by near the telephone box.
Once again this is a limited numbers trip so please book 
your place(s) by contacting Tony Wood.
Food and drink afterwards at the Holly Bush, Grange Mill.

At this point Tony would like to wish a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our Members!

8:  Heritage Walk - Lumsdale Mills, Tansley
Saturday 28th December 2013.  Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet 10.30am at the Duke of Wellington, Matlock.
A good way to walk off the excess Christmas turkey by 
taking a walk around the sites of the former Lumsdale 
Mills at Tansley, visiting the sites of a former bone mill, 
bleach works and a lead smelter, to name just a few.  The 
walk will also take in Bailey’s Tump which was used as 
an anti-aircraft site during the Second World War.
Optional food and drink at the Duke of Wellington, 
Matlock, afterwards.

January - March 2014
Please keep checking the website as I may be arranging 
some additional film shows during January and early 
February 2014.

9:  Underground Meet - Good Luck Mine
Date to be confirmed, please keep checking the website 
for for more information.
Provisionally, weather permitting and with permission 
from the team at Good Luck the date will be Tuesday, 
14th January 2014.  The meet time will be 7.00pm in the 
Good Luck lay by.

10.  Surface Walk - The Ashover Area
Saturday 25th January 2014.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
10.30am at the Village Hall car park
This walk will mainly take us on a big loop of the 
village looking at the former light railway, Butts Quarry, 
Brimstone Dyke Mine, the Gregory Mine tips and site 
of the early Gregory Mine, Overton Mine, Cockwell 
Sough, Mill Town Quarry, Fall Gate Station, the Miners 
Arms and the former pinfold.  Then we will walk back 
to Ashover to have a look around the church yard, and 
hopefully take a walk around the Church as well.
Optional food and drink will be arranged at one of the 
inns in Ashover afterwards.

11:  Underground Meet - Devonshire 
Cavern, Matlock Bath.
Tuesday 11th February 2014.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
at 7.00pm at the Pavilion car park, Matlock Bath.
A chance for new members to get to grips with 
underground exploration.  Firstly we will be making our 
way along the former route taken by the public into the 
impressive main chamber, then making our way down 
into the mine workings which follow the Coal Pit Rake.
Optional food and drink will be laid on at the Boat 
House, Matlock afterwards.

12:  Underground Meet - Wapping Mine
Tuesday 11th March 2014.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Pavilion car park, Matlock Bath.
This will take us into the stopes of the Mole Trap Rake, 
down into Wapping Maze and up into the Cumberland 
Cavern.  Well worth bringing a camera as the mine is 
very photogenic in places.
Optional food and drink will be laid on at the Boat 
House, Matlock afterwards.

Coming Up:
A program of evening walks is to be arranged, the first 
of which will appear in the January 2014 news letter.
Please keep a regular check on the website (see below)
for any change in circumstances on the above meet dates.
All of these meets are highly recommended.  Buffets 
afterwards are optional and cost between £3.50 and £4.00

Contact Details:
Tony Wood: Tel: 07891 276668 or 01629 650392
 email:  tonywood0167@btinternet.com

Tony Wood

The PDMHS website is continuing to go from strength 
to strength, and is constantly being developed as a 
valuable source of general information about the Society, 
how to join, meets and events, Society projects, PDMHS 
publications, and a selection of archive material.
In particular, if there are changes to scheduled meets, we 
do try to notify members by posting these changes on the 
website.  If you are intending to join any of the Society 
meets, and have internet access, it would be a good isea 
to check for updates before travelling.
The website is well worth a visit at www.pdmhs.com.

Steve Thompson

PDMHS Website

mailto:tonywood0167@btinternet.com
www.pdmhs.com
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Magpie Mine Management Plan
For sometime now there have been concerns over the 
stability and safety of several features at Magpie Mine, 
for example the walling adjacent to the steps to the main 
shaft, and the Long Engine House lean-to wall.
There has also been considerable deterioration of the 
1950’s headstocks and the flue to the Square Chimney.
Mindless damage has been caused to several shaft grilles 
and the small coe.
Meetings and on-site discussions have been held with 
the Peak District National Park Authority, Natural 
England and English Heritage.  As a result English 
Heritage have upgraded the site to Medium Risk.  This 
enabled the Society to receive funding from Natural 
England to draw up a brief, with their assistance, 
for the production of a Management Plan to inform 
conservation for the whole of the scheduled site.
This is the most complete study undertaken at Magpie 
and will:-

• provide a record of the structures present on 
the site;

• interpret the site and identify what the mine 
complex is valued for;

• undertake essential surveys, including a full 
assessment of current condition, any threats 
or issues and the urgency of conservation 
work required;

• where work is required, identify and agree 
suitable options to bring the structures back 
into a good state of repair;

• determine the ecological value of the site, 
ensuring that this is taken into account during 
any works to stabilise or repair the buildings 
or other structures;

• provide a full Specification and Schedule of 
Works;

• identify opportunities for public engagement 
including the location, design and content of 
any interpretative material;

• undertake a (contractor) tender exercise 
based on the above to identify the likely cost 
of future work;

The Brief was put out to tender to four Contractors with 
experience in this field.
The Plan was to be completed under eight headings:-

1: Summary
2: Site Location and Description
3: Summary of Historical Development and 

Statement of Significance
4: Survey and Recording
5: Condition Survey and Repair Strategy
6: Wildlife Survey
7: Schedule of Works
8: Tender and Tender Reporting

After site visits by the four tenderers and various 
discussions with Natural England the contract was 
awarded to Weston-Allison-Wright with John Wright 
as lead consultant on the 13th of August.  The first site 
meeting was held on 16th August and the programme 
will be completed by the 15th of February 2014.
The cost of preparing the Management Plan will be 
covered by a grant from Natural England.  Once the plan 
is in place, it should be easier for the Society to apply for 
Scheduled Monument Consent and to obtain further grant 
funding for conservation work covered by the Plan.
It is probable that some of the buildings will have to 
be emptied to enable a thorough examination to be 
undertaken and subsequent repair work to be carried out.
To this end would any member who may have tools or 
equipment at Magpie please contact either Andy Gillings 
or Mike Luff to discuss arrangements for their safe 
removal or storage by the 31st of October 2013.
Contact Details:
Andy Gillings Phone: 0115 963 5497
  Email: andygillings@btinternet.com
Mike Luff Phone: 01530 810905
  Email: mjluff@yahoo.co.uk

Mike Luff

New Members
Please welcome the following people who were elected 
as new members of the Society recently.

Lee Sheriff and Family, SHEFFIELD
I’m sure we all hope that they will find their membership 
of the Society an enjoyable and rewarding experience.

Laura Smith

Vale:  John Skipper
It is with great sadness that I have to report that John 
passed away in February this year, aged 73.  I was 
informed of this in August by Teresa, John’s wife.  
John and Teresa were members of Peak District Mines 
Historical Society for many years. and also the Masson 
Caving Group from November 1995 to December 2002.
When I first met John, and Teresa Oakley, who later 
married John, it was the start of a great friendship.  They 
enthusiastically attended my many and varied mine 
trips, not only locally in the Peak District, but also all 
over the country and including a visit to the fascinating 
Second World War fortifications of  the ‘Atlantic Wall’, 
in Northern France.  Over many years, countless photos 
were taken of both John & Teresa, plus some video 
footage and I do of course have lots of happy memories!
For those Society members who knew them, I’m sure 
you would agree, that you couldn’t have wished to meet 
a nicer couple! I will sorely miss my chats on the phone 
with John. Our thoughts at this very sad time are with 
Teresa and John’s son.
Teresa has kindly donated some of John’s equipment to 
the Society for members’ use.  See page 5 for details

Paul Chandler
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Book Review
Adventurers in the Lead Trade - 
being an account of the Mining Interests of 
the Thornhill family of Stanton Hall, near 
Bakewell, Derbyshire
Jim Rieuwerts, 2013. Hardback, 162pp, £25 + £5 p&p.
ISBN: 978-0-9563473-5-0

It has long been known that there was a great deal 
of material relating to lead mining in the archives of 
Stanton Hall, but until recently the full extent of this was 
unknown. The present owner, Nicholas Davie-Thornhill, 
invited Jim Rieuwerts to catalogue this material and also 
asked him to write a book about the family’s former 
involvement in the lead trade, resulting in this volume.
On first impressions, the book is produced to a very high 
standard in hardback with lead-grey cloth binding, and 
containing copious full-colour photographs and maps to 
illustrate the text.  A fine dust-jacket illustration of one 
of the maps from the Stanton Hall archive sets the scene 
well for the book’s contents.
The book documents the Thornhill family’s role as 
mining investors from the 17th century through into 
the 20th, mainly in Derbyshire but also covering their 
involvement in other areas such as Grassington Moor 
in Yorkshire and Halkyn in North Wales.  In particular, 
the Thornhills had significant involvement in the mines 
at Eyam Edge, Alport, and Winster and, although the 
general  history of these mines will be familiar to many 
of us in the Society, the Stanton Hall material brings 
new information  and detail to what has been published 
previously.
The photographs, mostly by Phil Wolstenholme with 
additional contributions from Paul Deakin, give a good 
impression of what some of the mines now look like 
both above and below ground.  Several of the sites are 
not normally accessible, with few images of them known 
to be in existence and even fewer published, so they are 
a welcome documentation of these mines.
One feature I felt worked particularly well was having 
technical terms explained as a footnote on the page they 
first appeared on, rather than in the more usual glossary 

at the end, thus helping a reader not familiar with the 
“curious terms” used by Derbyshire lead miners to 
understand the narrative.
The book has been produced in a limited edition of 300 
and has deservedly been selling fast, so anyone wanting 
to secure a copy would be advised to get one as soon 
as possible.  The book can be purchased for £25 plus 
£5 postage and packaging directly from Jim (0114 237 
6988) or from Phil (0114 255 9976),  and online at:-

http://www.pwhole.com/adventurers.htm
Adam Russell

Items for Sale
1) Personal Equipment for Mine/Cave Exploration.
Teresa Skipper has kindly donated the following 
equipment to PDMHS:  Oversuit, undersuits (furry 
suits), two wetsuits (New!), two full SRT kits, knee 
pads, neoprene socks, boots (various), helmets (four), 
gloves, etc., all in a medium and a small size.  If you 
are a new, novice Society member, Christmas could 
have come early!  For the full list, please either email or 
phone Paul Chandler, who is acting as distributor for this 
donated equipment. 
2) Garmin eTrex Summit GPS.
Includes a barometric altimeter and an electronic 
compass.  Good condition, other than minor scratches 
on display cover.  Owners manual/Quick start guide, 
Instructional video (could be transferred to DVD if 
required), Original display box.  Owned from new, with 
original purchase receipt.  Genuine reason for sale.  
Bargain at £60 ovno.
3) Zenith Binoculars (10x50).
Old, heavy, but in good condition, other than general 
wear & tear.  Complete with carry-case.  Genuine reason 
for sale.  First £10 secures!
4) Other miscellaneous items
Full list available on request.
For all the above items, please contact Paul Chandler

Email: paulchandler3@btinternet.com
Phone: 01246 220773.

Paul Chandler

The Winch at Kelly Mine.
More information on its way...
Recent restoration work has seen the construction of 
a simple wooden and corrugated iron winding house 
adjacent to the main shaft at Kelly Mine.  This houses 
the winch which has been named the ‘Magpie Winch‘. 
It is now powered by a Lister diesel engine and is used 
for haulage of waste from about 80 feet down the shaft.
Thanks to Nick Walter, and Jo and Rick Sutton of the 
Kelly Mine Preservation Society, for the information.  
A CD of photographs is in its way and we hope to 
publish more pictures in the January 2014 Newsletter.

Steve Thompson
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Musée de la Mine de Messeix.
Whilst travelling through the Auvergne region of France, 
S.W. of Clermont Ferrand, I came across a sign for the 
‘Musée de la Mine de Messeix’.  Naturally this had to be 
investigated.

The Tourist Office in Messeix was able to provide 
directions to the Museum which is at Les Gannes, two or 
three kilometres away.
The site, when I found it, was in a cleared area 
surrounding the preserved remains of the Puits Saint-
Louis.  A series of attractive concrete buildings with 
arched roofs fitted with clerestory lights surround the 
single headgear, which has its characteristic roof over 
the headgear pulleys.  Across the road is a stone-built 
building with a red tile roof.  This still has its original 
sign ‘Douche’ (Baths).  Around the site is a narrow 
gauge railway track which, on occasion, offers rides 
behind underground locos.
The Museum appears to be operated by a local volunteer 
group and the hours of opening are a little vague. I 
arrived in the late morning to find that it opened at 
2 o’clock in the afternoon.
On returning I found that one of the guides had lived 
in Sheffield at one time and spoke English well.  The 
Museum is spread across both sides of the road, both in 
the baths and in the pithead buildings.  The displays in 
the baths include a large model railway, which seems to 
be a general feature of French coal mining museums, the 

original shower room, and some (home-made) displays 
of photographs and ephemera.  Across the road the shaft-
top area has been rather sterilised by the removal of all 
the machinery and rail infrastructure around the shaft 
and the laying of a featureless concrete floor.  However, 
many mining artefacts are on display in the hall.  The 
cages appear to be double-deckers originally winding 
mine cars from depths of 466, 624 and 740 metres.  
Beyond the shaft-head was the winding engine which is 
an electric winder of an unknown manufacture.  In the 
same hall are compressors manufactured by ‘Société 
Bateau’ of Paris under licence from Belliss and Morcom 
of Birmingham.
The anthracite mined from the Puits Saint-Louis is 
one of a number of isolated troughs of coal scattered 
along the west side of the Massif Central.  The original 
concession was granted by Royal Decree in November 
1831, whilst the ‘La Société Anonyme des Houillères 
de Messeix’ (Messeix Collieries P.L.C.) was founded 
in 1878.  Much of the coal was used to power the lead 
works at Pontgibaud.  The mines were nationalised as 
the ‘Houillères du Bassin d’Auvergne’ (Collieries of the 
Auvergne Basin) in June 1946.  After nationalisation 
various small collieries were replaced with a centralised 
shaft and a vehicular decline constructed from an 
adjacent valley.  American style coal-slicing with scoop-
trams was introduced and the output was fed to a washer 
at Port-sec.  The colliery finally closed in 1985.
The Musée is worth a visit if you are in the region, but I 
wouldn’t travel hundreds of kilometres to visit it.
A website:

http://mines-auvergne.e-monsite.com/pages/charbon/
exists which tells the story of the mining history of the 
Auvergne.  Google translates this from French into 
chaotic English!

Dave Williams

Coming Soon from Dave Williams...
The Historic Mining 

Centre of the 
Nord-Pas de 

Calais Basin at 
Lewarde

The Salsigne 
Gold Mine

The Puits Ricard 
Coal Mine

A view of the Musée de la Mine de Messeix. (Note Dave’s 
camper van at left) Photo: Dave Williams

The electric winding engine on display at the Musée de la 
Mine de Messeix. Photo: Dave Williams
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Obituary:  Ralph Johnson
( Editor’s Note:  I am most grateful to David and 
Bill for their contributions to this joint obituary of 
someone I personally did not know well, but frequently 
communicated with.  We all owe Ralph a debt that we 
may never fully appreciate...  Steve Thompson )
Ralph (John) Johnson died on Monday the 24th of June 
2013 after a year-long battle with pancreatic cancer.  It 
was typical of the man that he shunned sympathy and 
attention and refused to give in despite the debilitating 
effects of the drugs and the illness, and until his last 
few weeks was still actively pursuing his love of the 
outdoors and caving.

Although he will not be known to the wider membership 
of PDMHS, his lifelong work at the front end of cave 
rescue, his well-crafted and informative cave and 
mine videos and DVDs, and his work with the “Coffin 
Dodgers”, a group of elderly volunteers ( including 
myself) who worked on cave and mine conservation 
projects, will have brought many into direct or indirect 
contact with him over the years.
I am privileged to have known him for many years, 
having initially met him when I was making the Neil 
Moss rescue film and discovered that he had been closely 
involved in the dramatic rescue as a schoolboy back in 
1959.  This tragic incident led to Ralph’s subsequent 
interest and commitment to the newly reformed 
Derbyshire Cave Rescue Organisation (DCRO), and 
later to his enthusiasm for producing his own films on 
caves and mines, including several authoritative ones on 
SRT training which I am sure will have benefited many 
of the more adventurous members of PDMHS.
Although Ralph never felt quite at home in Derbyshire’s 
old mines (he preferred the more predictable safety of 
caves) he and his team of “oldies” tackled a long list of 
mine restoration and conservation projects, including 
work at Neptune Mine, Owlet Hole, Hillocks and 
Knotlow Mines, and Old Tor Mine.

Ralph had travelled extensively walking and climbing 
in mountainous regions around the world, usually in the 
company of members of the Crewe Caving and Pothole 
Club of which he was a founder member, but also in the 
company of his only son Mark.
His selfless dedication to rescue and training and his 
keen interest in all aspects of caving and video mean 
that he had built up an astonishing circle of friends and 
colleagues.  He will be sorely missed.

David Webb
Ralph Johnson and DCRO
Ralph’s first contact with DCRO was during the Neil 
Moss rescue attempt in Peak Cavern in 1959 when as 
a young teenage caver he turned up, volunteered his 
services and soon found himself at the sharp end as one 
of the very few cavers actually to descend into the shaft 
where Neil was trapped.  There is a letter in DCRO’s 
files from Ralph in 1960 offering his services to the then 
re-organised DCRO but due to working away from the 
Peak District, followed by a long period of recovery 
from a serious motorbike accident his involvement 
didn’t actually begin again until the mid-1960’s.
In those days DCRO’s membership comprised local 
caving clubs and a handful of individual cavers.  Each 
of the main clubs provided a rescue team and Ralph’s 
club, the Crewe Climbing and Potholing Club, provided 
one of the keenest and most efficient.  For many years 
Ralph was its team leader and right up to 2006, when 
it was the last club team to be absorbed into the now 
central call out list, Ralph was its mainstay and principal 
organiser.  He was also the team’s main point of contact 
on the DCRO Central Committee and he rarely missed a 
meeting or a significant DCRO event.
Ralph was a DCRO operational Controller from 1982 
until shortly before his death – a period of nearly thirty 
years.  He was chairman from 1993 to 1996 and then 
treasurer from 1997 to 2005, helping to raise the money 
for DCRO’s current purpose built rescue vehicle.  He 
also helped Cave Rescue nationally by serving as the 
British Cave Rescue Council’s treasurer from 2003 to 
2005.
All in all Ralph was a dedicated stalwart of DCRO for 
several decades.  Not only was he involved in nearly a 
hundred rescues (over half as a controller) but he also 
helped the Organisation in so many other ways – as 
trainer, innovator, fund raiser, mediator and (although 
he would hate the word) administrator. From cavers 
everywhere – thanks Ralph.

Bill Whitehouse
Chairman DCRO

Knitting Yarn Request
I would like to thank everyone who has brought 
me yarn over the last few years but I am once 
again requesting if you could have a furtle 
through your cupboards and attics to see if 

there is any more hiding away that you do not need.  
Any donations can be left with Maxine at the Museum.
I know that the children in the orphanage in Romania 
benefit from all the jumpers, hats, scarves etc that I 
have knitted over the years, and the charity that runs the 
orphanage are always grateful for the garments.
Any kind of yarn will do, full balls, part balls etc., and in 
any colour, as I am now an expert at stripey garments!
Thanks

Marilyn
at the Mining Museum 
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 46
Remains of Colliery Tramway Bed 
near Bugsworth, Derbyshire, centred 
SK 0205 8251.
On the northern hillside, above the Sheffield to 
Manchester railway line and Bugsworth Hall, are the 
remains of a tramway that delivered coal from initially 
Cloughhead Old Engine Pit (SK 0231 8355), and later 
from the Dolly Pit (SK 0219 8309) to the New Road 
Lime Kilns (SK 0219 8211) at Bugsworth canal basin. 
Located in a small wind-blown copse, the tramway bed 
takes the form of a shallow linear trench about 1-2 feet 
deep by 6-8 feet in width. In contrast, in the relatively 
flat fields nearer to the coal pits the route of the tramway 
is very difficult to discern.

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote and Phil Shaw
Reported by: Chris Heathcote

Loadstone and Magnet Mines - Liberties of 
Little Longstone and Ashford, Derbyshire, 
centred SK 190 713.
On the 1st of July 1861 John Phillips requested James 
Longsdon, Barmaster for the Liberty of Ashford, to 
attend with two Grand Jurymen “at the Railway now 
in construction in land belonging to Mr Thomas Orr 
to receive Freeing dishes for two seperate veins newly 
discovered and give possession of the same to me ” 
(Chats. BC 347 page 429).

On the 5th of July James Longsdon “received of John 
Phillips one Dish of Ore to free two Founder Meers 
of Ground in a vein ranging Northwestwardly & 
Southeastwardly from the lower end of the Railway deep 
cutting in Mr Thomas Orr’s meadow and to which vein 
he gave the name of Loadstone ”.  At the same time, 
with William Sellars and Matthew Taylor of the Grand 
Jury he measured and set out “the above named two 
Founder Meers one meer on each side of the Founder, 
the Founder being on the Railway about five feet from 
the North side thereof; and also the third or Lord’s 
Meer, one half at each extremity of the said two meers”.  
Also set out that day were “Twentyfive Meers ranging 
Northwestwardly commencing (from the half Lord’s 
Meer) at a fence on the North side of the Railway and 
ranging from thence…” - (here the line of the vein is 
described in some detail, using the names of fields and 
their occupiers) - “terminating in Monsal-Dale on the 
hillside near the old Marble Quarry” and “Twentyfive 
meers ranging Southeastwardly commencing (from 
the half Lord’s Meer) near the top of the cutting and 
ranging from thence…”  - (similar detail) -  “terminating 
in the south east corner of a field called Calder hills 
in the occupation of Samuel Mawrey near to a shed or 
building” (Chats. BC 347 page 430).

The field names from the Little Longstone and Ashford 
Tithe Maps and Awards allow us to trace the course 
of this vein quite accurately, although some names 
differ slightly in interpretation from this document:  
e.g. “Bandlands” is “Barn Lands”; “Calder Hills” are 
“Caldwell Hill(s)” and “Top and Bottom Makeleys” are 
“Upper and Lower Makeleys”.
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This interpretation places the north-western extremity of 
the range of Loadstone Vein at approximately SK 1833 
7177, where a small quarry exists, and its south-eastern 
extremity at about SK 1961 7095.

On the same day James Longsdon also received “one 
Dish of Ore to free two Founder Meers of Ground in 
a vein ranging Northwestwardly & Southeastwardly 
from the bottom end of the Railway deep cutting (about 
80 yards East of the Loadstone Vein) in Mr Thomas 
Orr’s meadow and to which vein he gave the name 
of Magnet”.  Two Founder Meers, two half Lord’s 
Meers, twenty-five Meers ranging Northwestwardly 
“terminating in the Southwest corner of the bottom 
Makeleys occupied by Martha Holmes ” and twenty-five 
meers ranging Southeastwardly “terminating in the south 
west corner of a field called the Upper Calder hills all in 
the occupation of Mr Samuel Mawrey ” were similarly 
set out, and again described in great detail, which again 
allows the line to be traced.  Once again the Founder is 
described as “being on the Railway about five feet from 
the North side thereof ” (Chats. BC 347 page 431).

This places the range of Magnet Vein from 
approximately SK 1856 7183 in the northwest to roughly 
SK 1952 7082 at its south-eastern extremity.

The ranges of the two veins, as described in the freeings, 
and shown on the map, appear to cross, which is perhaps 
a little surprising.  However, there is an alternative 
explanation, which is that the descriptions of the 
southeastwardly ranges of the veins have been mixed 
up.  This is perhaps not quite as outrageous as it might 
seem, especially as there is a notable error in copies 
of pages 430 and 431 to be found in the Devonshire 
Mining Collection (Chats. DMC 126-9).  Here the range 
of Loadstone Vein is described as northwestwardly and 
southwestwardly!

A field visit by Adam Russell and the writer sought 
any extant evidence of these mines, although only on 
public rights of way, we did not seek permission to 
enter private land.  We initially concentrated attention 
on the sides of the railway cutting, close to a bridge 
over the Monsal Trail at SK 1904 7134.  Here we are 
approaching the transitional zone between the Eyam 
Limestones and the Longstone Mudstones, and the 
material in the cutting sides shows (slightly further 
west) thinly bedded limestones with significant shaley 
bands, but at the site examined the material in the 
cutting is almost entirely shale-like “scree”.  However, a 
substantial sample of clear, crystalline calcite was found 
at this point.  South and east from the Monsal Trail no 
sign of mining activity could be seen on the postulated 
ranges of the veins, although much has changed here 
since Ordnance Survey mapping of 1879 and 1898.  We 
then followed paths to Little Longstone, and examined 
the Congregational Chapel yard mentioned in the freeing 
of Magnet Vein.  Again no evidence of mining could be 
seen.  Finally, we visited the quarry close to Netherdale 
Farm, and here found very dark limestone interbedded 
with thick chert bands.  A sample of this limestone, 

although charcoal grey rather than a true black, has been 
polished to a high gloss, so the description “Marble 
Quarry” can be justified.
Aerial photographs from 1948 (RAF 1948 a & b) 
provide stereoscopic coverage of most of the area of 
interest, and a monoscopic view of the eastern end.  
However, nothing can be seen which is unambiguously 
indicative of mining activity, although the hillside 
running down to near the above-mentioned quarry was 
completely clear of woodland and scrub at that date.
We also have some limited production statistics for these 
two mines (DRO D504 B/L 75).  On the 5th of October 
1861 two ore measurements were made for John Phillips 
at Loadstone, totalling 1 load 7 dishes.  No ore was 
measured at Magnet.  The Lot Ore, as well as the two 
freeing dishes for Loadstone and Magnet were all valued 
at 63 shillings and four pence per load.  This makes 
the total value of the ore recorded from the two mines 
(including the freeing dishes) £6/7/8d.  This seems 
hardly consistent with what happened next…
On the 28th of September 1863 John Phillips sold 
Loadstone and Magnet Mines to George Eyre for £45 
(Chats. BC 347 page 450), and then on the 30th of 
October 1863 George Eyre sold 300/1000th shares 
to William Froggatt for £30 (ibid. page 453), and 
300/1000th shares to Samuel Furness Holmes, also for 
£30 (ibid. page 454).  Finally, on the 16th of September 
1864 George Eyre sold 200/1000th shares to William 
Froggatt for £20 (ibid. page 469).  This would make the 
total value of the mines £100.
This is the last that I have heard of these mines. One 
is left wondering to what extent each of the veins 
was ever worked and whether the lines defined by the 
Barmaster were based purely on the orientation of the 
mineralisation as found in the railway cutting rather than 
ever being proved on the ground.

Present for Fieldwork:  Adam Russell, Steve Thompson
Reported:  Steve Thompson

References:
Chats. BC 347: Bakewell, Chatsworth 
Manuscripts, Barmasters Collection, Ashford 
Lordship Barmasters’ Book of Entries B, 1858 to 
1866.
Chats. DMC 126-9: Bakewell, Chatsworth 
Manuscripts, Devonshire Mining Collection, 
Ashford Liberty Records 1837 to 1883.
DRO D2360/3/30 a & b: Matlock, Derbyshire 
Record Office, Ashford Tithe Map and Award 
1847.
DRO D2360/3/220 a & b: Matlock, Derbyshire 
Record Office, Little Longstone Tithe Map and 
Award 1847.
DRO D504 B/L 75 :Matlock, Derbyshire Record 
Office, Mineral day-book:  Ore measured, lot and 
tithe, in Kingsfield, Stony Middleton and Eyam, 
Ashford, Tideswell, Hassop, Calver and Rowland 
1857-1863.
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RAF 1948 a & b.  Aerial photographs
RAF/CPE/UK/2598 Run 13 frames 4131 & 4132, 
16th April 1948.

Stoke Sough, Grindleford, Derbyshire, 
SK 240 766.
Early in July 2013 a rare opportunity arose for an 
exploration and research party to inspect the outer 
reaches of Stoke Sough.  The tail and Bath House 
outside the entrance are now within Stoke Hall’s private 
grounds since the woodland here was sold by the 
National Park Authority; the owners do not normally 
allow access, both because they value their privacy 
and because there is great danger to those without 
professional gas detecting equipment.  Please stay away 
or you may well jeopardise all future access.

On the evening of the trip, it was possible to follow the 
sough for a little under 300m past a second air shaft 
(distance guessed rather than measured) before oxygen 
levels dropped rapidly to dangerously low levels; this 
distance will vary significantly with changes in weather 
and we believe we were there in favourable conditions.  
Thus, a total about 500m of passage was inspected and 
we turned around at a point about half way to the two 
shafts from surface high on the moor above at Stoke Old 
Engine.  A large variety of archaeological details were 
noted and these are briefly reported here.

The initial section of passage, between the portal and 
first air shaft, is of only stooping height, at first drystone-
arched through unstable ground, followed by a section 
with roof and walls in predominantly sandstone beds.  
Although somewhat silted, the sough here was never 
substantially higher.  At the end of this section, the first 
air shaft has been used extensively for winding as shown 
by multiple wear grooves from a cable (or possibly 
narrow rope) on the lip where it enters the sough.

Further into the sough, as progressively earlier beds are 
driven through, the geology is dominated by shale, but 
also with intermittent sandstone beds.  From the first 
shaft onwards the sough roof is much higher. As the 
second air shaft is approached there are two doorways, 
set some distance apart, for ‘doors’ across the sough.  
To either side and roof, both openings have been very 
carefully dressed to create a lip at the downstream edge 
of a two-sided recess in the rock, with very carefully 
made flat surfaces covered with fine comb dressing.

The downstream doorway is the simpler of the two, with 
eyes cut into both sides for spaced horizontal timbers. 
Between the two doors, placed low on one side of the 
passage, there are three small alcoves. These are rather 
too small for miners to comfortably use to avoid tubs; 
their purpose is obscure. 

The upstream doorway, which lies a short distance from 
the second air shaft, is an altogether more complex 
affair.  On each side there are two drill holes, one above 
the other at mid-passage height, suitable for plugs for 
fastening something to the wall, but no further examples 

were noticed close to the floor or roof as would be 
expected if this fixture was a doorframe.  This doorway 
was set at the downstream end of a small ‘chamber’, 
starting at the door opening the passage has parallel sides 
of the same width as the ‘frame’ slot, while a little further 
upstream the dressed sides splay outwards and then the 
wider section stops at rough-dressed vertical slots in both 
passage walls.  These broad slots only run up to about c. 
0.5m from the floor and appear to have contained a dam 
rather than another door.  Between ‘dam’ and ‘doorway’ 
there are slots and eyes for sturdy stemples supporting a 
timber floor above the sough water.

A short distance upstream of the ‘dam’ there is the 
entrance to a low side passage of crawling height that is 
largely backfilled with deads.  This returns to the main 
passage just downstream of the doorway beyond the 
other end of the chamber.  It seems very likely that this 
was designed as a bypass for the sough water.  However, 
it was observed (by Les Riley), that behind the backfill 
there was what appeared to be a forefield, suggesting 
that the passage was never finished.

The second air shaft is very wet, and to one side there 
is a vertical slot running up the wall; this is suitable for 
holding metal trunking, which may have been used to 
funnel the water to the floor to prevent those passing 
along the passage from getting a soaking.

From the second shaft onwards, where the passage is 
somewhat sinuous, there is a continuous run of small 
slots and eyes for stemples/planking set roughly 2 to 
3 feet from the roof, originally forming a continuous 
horizontal barrier along the passage; a few stemples 
remain.  This was created as a fang so that a circular 
air current could be created to allow driving the sough 
forefield through gaseous shale to be maintained.  At 
the junction with the second air shaft the passage 
roof curves upwards to aid air flow.  A second set of 
ventilation features in the passage beyond the second 
shaft, of a different date, comprise a series of small 
hooks, mostly in the roof, which held cloth trunking 
suspended from these.  Two short displaced tramway 
sleepers were noticed at the passage side, both with slots 
for metal strip rails of about one foot gauge.

The gas filled stretch of sough was explored with the aid 
of breathing apparatus in the 1960s for a total of 3,278ft 
(999m) from the tail, before progress was stopped a little 
short of where Stoke Old Engine shafts intersected the 
sough (Nash 1967).  More of the stemples supporting 
the fang were observed.  This exploration, and records 
made in the 1870s, showed that the sough had two long 
sections of passage that were arched through bad ground, 
one to either side of the Stoke Old Engine shafts.  The 
first walled section started c. 2350ft (715m) from the tail, 
with a first section in good condition in the 1960s, but 
with several bulging/part-collapsed areas beyond that 
were passed, before a badly-collapsed length of sough in 
unsupported shale was reached, which stopped progress.
Throughout the sough passage inspected in 2013 there 
are many hand-driven shotholes in sandstone, eggs and 
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eyes for more stemples, intermittent examples of tub 
wear on the walls from relatively high waggons, and 
at least two sets of miner’s initials.  Upstream of the 
first shaft there is a fine example carved into soft shale, 
illustrated here, with JB, O and FH (or FN) in 18th 
century script, with other partially defaced initials.  As 
Jim Rieuwerts has noted JB may be John Botham the 
overseer in the first decades of sough drivage.  Another 
example between the two ‘doorways’ comprised a 
simple ‘GG’; a third possible example, not seen by the 
author, is said to resemble a datum mark.

Many of the features, including the fine doorways and 
fanging beyond, may well date to the 18th century.  The 
sough was driven from c. 1723 to 1804 (Kirkham 1966, 
Rieuwerts 1994; 2007, pp. 110-17), with the outer parts 
inspected in 2013 all probably created in the 1720s.  
However, it is thought that the hooks for ventilation 
trunking and the tramway sleepers date to the 1868-80 
period, when the Eyam Mining Company re-entered the 
sough and cleared it in conjunction with working New 
Engine and Ladywash Mines (Rieuwerts 2007, p. 117; 
Barnatt 2012).  One wonders if the winding grooves 
in the first shaft also date to this late period, by which 
date both the Stoke Hall bathhouse and ornamentalised 
woodlands and gardens at the tail were presumably 
already in place, preventing material cleared from the 
passage at that date being brought to the tail.

The interpretation of the unique ‘doors’, etc., just 
downstream from the second air shaft is far from clear.  
It is tempting to explain them as for blocking the sough 
to raise the water level, made as part of a documented 
1733-47 dispute when miners at the Edgeside Mines 
refused to pay the soughers for lowering water levels.  
However, a ‘permanent’ blockage is documented as 
taking place in 1738 in a branch much further up the 
sough.  Perhaps the doors were a slightly earlier aborted 
blockage, or contemporary but designed to hold back 
water entering the sough from other branches.  If this 
is to provide an explanation for the two doorways seen 
in 2013, the upstream ‘door’ may be interpreted as a 
sturdy wooden plug, made at least 1m thick in order to 
hold back a significant head of water. Perhaps the bypass 
passage was planned for use while the blocking was 

being put in place but if it is unfinished this was clearly 
unnecessary. Also, it is unclear why the outer ‘barrier’ 
would be needed.

Looking at alternative explanations.  If man and/or tubs 
with driving waste passed along the passage regularly 
once the doorways were created, then two doors would 
be needed to control ventilation, with an ‘air lock’ 
between the two to prevent disruption of the fanging’s 
air flow upstream from the bratticed second shaft.  
However, for tubs at least, the dam and raised floor in 
the chamber do not fit comfortably with this explanation; 
thus, was the driving waste taken up the second shaft, 
but then why have the doors?  The chamber with raised 
floor at the inner doorway is perhaps explained as 
designed to hold person-operated bellows set above 
the water, with air being blown up the passage going 
westwards below the fang partition and returning 
above this to flow up the second air shaft.  This offers 
an alternate or additional interpretation to a fire basket 
in the shaft or a firehouse at surface, as suggested by 
Rieuwerts (1994).  Once the stepped shafts at Stoke 
Old Engine were completed in 1733, meeting the 
sough at 693ft (211m) below the two shaft collars, then 
ventilation measures at the second air shaft would have 
become obsolete and drivage waste could be taken out of 
the tail once more.

Present:  Mat and Niki Adlam Stiles, Rod Dalton,
Paul Mortimer, Les Riley, Adam Russell,
Richard Shaw, Karen Slatcher, Ian Smith,

Andy Tickle and Phil Wolstenholme
Reported by: John Barnatt
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If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 email:  john.barnatt@btinternet.com

A fine example of 18th century miners’ initials in Stoke 
Sough. (Photo copyright © Mat and Niki Adlam Stiles)

mailto:john.barnatt@btinternet.com
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Forthcoming Conferences:
We must apologise for the short notice for these three 
conferences (which all take place on the same weekend!) 
but unfortunately information about them was not 
available when preparing the July Newsletter.

Historical Metallurgy Society 
Annual Conference

19th-20th October 2013, Cutlers’ Hall, Sheffield, S1 1HG
On the 20th of August 1913, local metallurgist Harry 
Brearley made his first arc furnace cast of stainless 
steel in Sheffield.  To mark this occasion the Historical 
Metallurgy Society is holding its 2013 Annual 
Conference in the Cutlers’ Hall in Sheffield.
On the Saturday there will be a variety of presentations 
on Stainless Steel, other recent alloys and metal-working 
techniques on the Saturday.   On the Sunday there will 
be a field trip to Kelham Island, which will include an 
opportunity to see the River Don Engine in action.
For more information visit the Historical Metallurgy 
Society’s website at http://hist-met.org/meetings.html

Mineralization and Fluid 
Flow in the Peak District

A joint meeting organised by the Manchester Geological 
Association and the Yorkshire Geological Society, and 
to be held at The Dome, the Devonshire Campus of the 
University of Derby, Buxton.

Saturday the 19th of October: Lecture Meeting
Sunday the 20th of October: Field Excursion

Speakers will include:  Trevor D. Ford, University of 
Leicester;  John Gunn, University of Birmingham;  
Cathy Hollis, University of Manchester;  Dave Quirk, 
Maersk Oil and Noel Worley
For more information:

http://www.mangeolassoc.org.uk/index.htm
http://www.yorksgeolsoc.org.uk/

The Forgotten State of Industry? 
Irish Industrial Landscapes and 

Heritage in a Global Context
A two day conference at the Glendalough Hotel, County 
Wicklow, Ireland.  18th to 19th October 2013.
Sessions will include:  Promoting Industrial Heritage 
in a Transnational Context;  Challenging and Changing 
Perceptions of Industrial Heritage;  Industrial Heritage 
Tourism and Urban Regeneration;  The Challenges of 
Developing Post Industrial Landscapes;  The Current 
State of Industrial Heritage in Ireland;  Promoting 
Industrial Heritage in Ireland;  Presenting and Marketing 
Irish Industrial Heritage: Issues and Challenges and 
will feature a Keynote Speech by Professor Marilyn 
Palmer (President of The Association For Industrial 
Archaeology, UK).
For more information:  http://glensoflead.eventbrite.ie/

Advance Notice
The 19th Century Copper Mining 

and Smelting Heritage of The 
Coquimbo Region, Chile.

September/October 2015
This programme of events is being organised jointly by 
Greg Drew (South Australian Mining Heritage Society) 
and John Morris (School of Earth Sciences, University 
of Bristol).  It will be based in La Serena, adjacent to the 
Coquimbo region, about 800km north of Santiago.
The programme is expected to be of five to seven days 
duration and will be limited to approximately twenty-
five participants.
The proposed programme includes lectures on:  The 
History of Chilean Copper Mining in the 19th century;  
The Geology and Copper Deposits of the Coquimbo 
region;  Copper Smelting and Mining technologies and 
Transport Systems related to the copper industry.
Field excursions are expected to include:  The La Serena 
History Museum, Historic Mining Sites in the Tamaya 
and Brillador districts;  Current active copper mining 
sites;  Railway Infrastructure and Cultural Heritage 
associated with mining or smelting sites.
Interested parties should register their interest by 
emailing John Morris (coquimbo15@gmail.com) by the 
31st of October 2013.

Information from Dave Williams

News from Goodluck Mine
( The Editor would like to apologise most sincerely for 
Martin’s joke in this article! )
Goodluck Mine Preservation Club (GMPC) members 
have been working on a dig in the natural rift off 
Godber’s Scrin, in the area of the Gulf Fault.  The 
Jubilee Dig, which was started on the same day in June 
2012 as the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebration, has 
kept its royal connection by making a break-through on 
the day Catherine (née Middleton) gave birth to Prince 
George of Cambridge.  The digging team now have 
some major stabilisation work to undertake before any 
of the potential leads are pursued and, as such, the dig is 
not open to visitors for the time being.
On a recent trip to Nickergrove mine, Stoney Middleton 
(no relation to the aforementioned), GMPC members 
enjoyed the through-trip with an added bonus:  After 
negotiating the first two pitches, the third descent was 
found to be blocked by a fallen boulder.  One of the party 
had already started the return journey with the intention 
of de-rigging on the way out, but fortunately hadn’t got 
too far.  The first pitch is equipped with a steel ring to 
facilitate pulling the ropes down from below, so it’s just 
as well that we hadn’t opted for that method.  Latest 
news from the DCA is that the offending boulder has 
been removed, and the through trip is now open as usual.

Martin Long
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NAMHO Conference 2013
Organised by a team led by Peter Claughton, the 2013 
Conference took place at Aberystwyth University 
from the 28th of June to the 1st of July.  The Lecture 
Programme subjects ranged from descriptive illustrated 
talks on mining areas to summaries of academic research 
in progress.  Geographical areas covered ranged from 
Wales to Ireland and Spain.  The overall  theme of the 
Conference was Mining Legacies and we were directed 
into subjects as diverse as pollution, tourism, and 
conservation.
The range of topics showed the wide impact of mining 
on the present landscape and environment.  The current 
research presentations left one wanting to know more 
about the eventual outcomes, and I hope that we might 
see the speakers return to tell us more about the results 
of their research.
The overall impression that I gained from the lecture 
programme was the diversity and depth of the research.  
It showed the varied amount of academic work that is 
driven by the legacy of mining.
The Conference Programme reported that PDMHS will 
eventually publish the papers as an issue of Mining 
History.
The Field Programme was affected by difficulties of 
access for some venues, but those events that went 
forward were well supported.  The successful re-opening 
of the Cwmystwyth Mines immediately prior to the 
Conference provided a welcome enhancement to the 
programme.  The negotiations by the Cambrian Mines 
Trust to take ownership of this site are an interesting 
take on a different aspect of Mining Legacies.
NAMHO’s genesis lies in the hobby of mine 
exploration, and I believe that Cwmystwyth shows 
how this leisure pursuit can lead to a well informed 
conservation approach to an important mining site.

Peter Jackson

Archives on the Move
In late July a number of collections of archives which 
relate specifically (or predominantly) to Derbyshire have 
been moved from Sheffield Archives to the Derbyshire 
Record Office at Matlock.  The collections on the move 
are as follows:-

• The Bagshaw Collection
• The Brooksbank Collection
• The Barker Deeds
• The Luxmoore Collection
• The Wager Holmes Collection

In addition a number of smaller collections which 
were classified in the “Miscellaneous Documents” 
classification at Sheffield Archives have also been 
transferred to the Derbyshire Record Office.  Among 
these, for example, are the Cheek Papers, Miscellaneous 
Documents 183, nine volumes of papers of H W Cheek, 
solicitors, of Buxton and Tideswell, c.1815 to 1840.

These documents should be available for study in 
Matlock by the time this Newsletter is published.
The writer understands, however, that the Oakes Deeds, 
records of the Bagshawe family of Oakes-in-Norton, 
Yorkshire, will be remaining in Sheffield Archives.  The 
Oakes Deeds refer primarily to Yorkshire, but include 
some documents concerning areas of Lancashire and 
Derbyshire with some important documents and plans 
concerning Lead Mining.

Steve Thompson

PDMHS Newsletter Distribution
Since January 2010 Society members have been offered 
the PDMHS Newsletter in electronic form by email, in 
addition to the paper copy sent to all members.  To date 
some 50 members have opted to receive this edition.
Postage costs are a major item of expenditure for the 
Society, and we have recently decided that, with effect 
from the January 2014 issue, members should be 
offered a choice of three different ways to receive their 
Newsletter:

a) A paper copy by post, in the traditional manner
b) The electronic edition, by email, only
c) Both of the above

Members who currently receive only the paper edition 
who wish to receive the electronic edition, either instead 
of, or in addition to, the paper copy should send an email 
stating their preference to membership@pdmhs.com.
Members who currently receive the electronic edition 
will be assumed to require only this edition unless they 
email membership@pdmhs.com to specify otherwise.  A 
form to indicate their preference will be emailed with the 
electronic edition of this Newsletter.

Mike Luff, Laura Smith & Steve Thompson

Bulletin Deliveries
As members will know, Royal Mail postage rates have 
increased considerably, although as of April this year 
there was no increase in the basic rates which cover both 
Newsletters and Bulletins.
I have for the past few years, in anticipation of these 
increases, leaned on various members to hand deliver 
some of the Bulletins for me.
At the last issue, in July, with the help of these good 
folks, we hand delivered Bulletins sufficient to reduce 
the costs by £170.  This was a good effort and certainly 
pleased Alan Mutter, the Hon. Treasurer.
I am trying to recruit a few more “Posties” to cover 
Sheffield & Derby, so will any volunteers please contact 
me either by phone or by email, and really help make 
Alan smile!
 Phone: 01530 810905
 Email: mjluff@yahoo.co.uk
Thanks!

Mike Luff
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Book Review
Delving Ever Deeper: The Ecton 
Mines Through Time
Barnatt, J, 2013, A4, 367pp, paperback, published by the 
Peak District National Park Authority. £21.00.
ISBN 978 0 901428 264

This new book is the long awaited result of John 
Barnatt’s work at Ecton over many years. It states 
that it is not a history of the people and profit 
from the Ecton mines. It is a detailed study of 
mine workings as physical entities and a search 
for understanding of why they look as they 
do, what each element was used for and how 
and when they were created. It describes the 
hill, with a welcome section on its ecology. 
Both surface and underground remains 
are discussed before moving on to look a 
developments from hazy prehistoric times 
to 1760 when the Duke of Devonshire 
took control.  The activities of the 
Duke from 1760-90 receive a lighter 
touch, concentrating on the main 
achievements, owing to the previously 
published work available.  This also 
includes the lesser known activity 
on the Burgoyne Royalty area.

The book has contributions by 
specialists on ecology, prehistory, 
geology and the Boulton & Watt 
engine: Rhodri Thomas, Simon Timberlake 
and William Whitehead.

A chapter detailing the 1788 Boulton and Watt winding 
engine, including scans of the original black and white 
drawings is most welcome, before concluding an 
historical view of activities up to the withdrawal of the 
Duke’s direct control and onto the last mining which 
ended in 1889.

A final group of chapters examine mining methods; 
puts the mine in the context of mining in Britain, from 
prehistoric times onwards, and the current activity on 
conservation and education. The author produces on 
the whole a comprehensive study, showing how careful 
examination can bring a good insight into what went 
on and its importance today. More is the pity of what 
he might have achieved if he could have drained the 
workings to the interesting remains which lie flooded at 
the 34 fathom level! Not only the physical remains of 
working, but one of the complex geological structures 
of two anticlinal formations cutting at 90 degrees to 
each other and which are understood as being areas of 
improved mineralisation: the Ecton double saddles, as 
they were called.

The book itself is a large one, extending to 367 pages of 
A4 size and weighing 1¼ kg. A large sans serif font of 
a size welcome to ageing eyes has been used. There are 
177 illustrations and tables. It has been printed in colour 

enabling the well known and impressive underground 
photography of Paul Deakin to be used to full and most 
pleasing effect.

However, at this point improvements to the production 
could have been made. The cover boards are lightweight 
and not up to protecting a book of this length and weight.  
Some of the many interesting plans and sections of mine 
workings would have been far better and more capable of 
being read had they have been larger.  The gutter (inner) 

margin is nearly 30% of the page width. 
Reducing the line width could 

have been achieved 
by double columns, 
increasing space 

availability, which 
could then have been 

used on increasing 
the size of those small 

plans etc.  It would also 
have saved on paper and 

cost. Notwithstanding this, 
the editorial and printing 

aspects of the work pass 
muster.

One difficulty, evident in 
the book has been the lack 

of stability of some of the 
workings. The archaeologists 

involved in this project must 
rue the day of the old Dutchman 

mine shaft collapse (following 
a Cheadle, Staffs., lad jumping 

up and down on the rotten timbers 
across the shaft collar in c.1965)

            and the collapse of access ways 
into Waterbank mine.  This has prevented evaluation of 
prehistoric mine workings above Dutchman mine and at 
Waterbank; a thorough evaluation of mining at different 
times and what could be a differing mineralisation 
pattern with an emphasis on lead and zinc.  Nearby is 
understood to be a black-wad mine (manganese) which 
one day may give us even more questions to ponder.
Detailed survey of the upper, mostly water-free 
workings, give us a good insight into what activity went 
on and where with a description, where possible, of why 
and in places, how.
A book such as this provides us not just with the 
interesting detail it contains but a platform for future 
research by others.  It is already known by this reviewer 
that the mine failure came earlier than 1790 and 
tantalising glimpses of detail of the Burgoyne area 
exploitation in the early 19th century have been found – to 
be revealed on completion of a biography of the 5th Duke. 
It is therefore a pity that it is unclear in places where fact 
and presumption begin and end. For instance in the detail 
on the 34 fathoms level description of the Deep level, the 
pipe working is described as being 360ft wide.  A plan 
of 1759 shows the working to be substantially less and is 
probably supported by detail of the pipe being horizontal 
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at one point (Porter, 2004). The author does not give 
any reference for this stated width. Similarly, he states 
(p.161) that ‘boats were used in underground canals from 
the mid-1760’s onwards’. He is not referring to Ecton, as 
he mentions the main sough being used with a tramway 
in 1769 in the same paragraph. The use of boats at two 
separate mines in South Wales dates from 1747, let alone 
the even earlier planning and driving.
The author proposes that the Deep Shaft - the main 
internal shaft at Deep Ecton mine - ‘must be the deep 
engine shaft next to the later Boulton and Watt engine 
house’. He rejects the Deep Shaft being the one used to 
house the water balancing engines of 1784, as ‘this is 
too deep (i.e. the amount of sinkage is too deep) for any 
single shaft at Ecton known to have existed at this date’. 
No supporting references are given. There is no mention 
by Boulton and Watt of their use of an existing shaft for 
the steam engine’s Balance Shaft in 1788.
The purpose of this shaft was for improved ability 
to extract water and rock, and to aid access to lower 
workings with large baulks of timber etc, and improve 
alternative routes for ore extraction.  An alternative to 
the bottle neck of Apes Tor shaft, in other words.  Why 
involve extra cost and time of hilltop sinking when the 
shaft was only needed for access below river level. A 
shaft to the hilltop was neither required nor sunk at that 
date from your reviewer’s perspective.
By 1767, the top of the bottom deposit was already known 
(J. Harpur’s account). It was clear that the alternative 
to using Apes Tor shaft for water, ore and stone, using 
the pipe working up to river level, was not viable. An 
alternative was needed to increase production of ore.
Equally unconvincing is the case for using a canal in 
the main river-level sough after this shaft came into use.  
The author offers no archaeological proof of it and as 
the floor of the level is solid rock, it must have had dams 
at either end and across the old sough extension to the 
pipe working.  It also would have needed a rethink of 
the stability of the ginged outer end from water leakage.  
More importantly as there was no improvement in the 
ore-extraction rate in the 1770s, why not use the simpler 
system of horse drawn trains along the sough.  His 
conclusions are based upon one description judged by 
your reviewer to be erroneous.
Filling a boat from slowly raised whim-drawn 80 gallon 
barrels would lose the flexibility of horse drawn tubs. 
The author also states that the horse whim raised ore 
from 1773 for fifteen years, ignoring the water balance 
engine-driven capstan installed in 1784, the year ore 
extraction reached four times that of 1773.
Unfortunately, such issues affect one’s confidence on 
other historical detail and assessment where its source is 
not recognised.  Nonetheless, this book is a remarkable 
achievement for which we should be indebted and for 
which the author gets this reviewer’s congratulations.

Lindsey Porter
Reference:  Porter, L., 2004.  Ecton Copper Mines Under 
the Dukes of Devonshire, 1760-1790, pp 18, 27.

The 2013 Annual General Meeting 
and Social Evening
Saturday 16th November 2013
The pre-AGM entertainment will commence at 15.00 
when there will be a programme of talks in two parts, of 
approximately 45 minutes each, and a film show with a 
break for tea, coffee and biscuits.
The AGM will begin at 17.30 and last for approximately 
one hour.  It will be followed once again by the Miners’ 
Buffet which will be served at 19.00.
The buffet will cost £18.50 per head and you will be 
issued with a ticket for your meal when you arrive at 
the Museum.  As was the case last year, food will be 
selected from the buffet menu on the day.  We have a 
drinks licence for the sale of beer and wine at the event.
To make your food reservation you can either:

Send an email to:  mail@peakmines.co.uk
Telephone the Mining Museum on 01629 583834
or  Return the completed slip enclosed with 
this Newsletter to the The Peak District Mining 
Museum, Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock 
Bath, MATLOCK, DE4 3NR.

Payment in full must be received at the Museum by 
Saturday 2 November 2013.  Cheques should be made 
out to the Peak District Mines Historical Society.

The Afternoon Talks Programme
The programme of talks and entertainment which will 
precede the Annual General Meeting will be as follows:
Doug Jenkinson: Cavendish Mill – The 

Operational Years
Paul Turner: Tunstead Quarry at Buxton
David Webb: A selection from his film library

Miners’ Buffet – The Menu
Baskets of Mixed Rolls from a local Bakery
Carved to Order: Topside of Beef

Whole Roast Butter Basted 
Turkey with Stuffing, Pigs in 
Blankets and Cranberry Sauce

Decorated Poached Salmon Fillets
Home made Cheddar Cheese and Onion Pie
Roast New Potatoes with Rosemary and Garlic
Selection of Vegetables
Bowls of Mixed Chunky Salad
Red Cabbage and Beetroot Salad
Cheese Board with Chutneys and Seasonal Fruits
Terrine of Pate, Crackers and Butter
Selection of traditional hearty puddings such as:

Fruit Crumble, Bread and Butter Pudding, or 
Strudel, served with Cream or Custard.

Robin Hall

mailto:mail@peakmines.co.uk
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A Film Show by David Webb.
7.30pm on Thursday the 20th of November at the Gothic 
Warehouse, The Wharf,  Cromford Meadows (opposite 
Cromford Mills).  The event is in aid of the Arkwright 
Society and their restoration programme at the World 
Heritage site at Cromford Mills.

“Fight for Life: The Neil Moss Story”
During the week before Easter 1959, a party of young 
carefree cavers entered Peak Cavern for a day’s 
exploration of a new section of the cave discovered only 
weeks before: one of them was destined never to return.
This is the tragic story of human endeavour, of world-
wide press coverage and of national public interest and 
sympathy for the young boy trapped over half a mile 
from daylight in a narrow cleft from which he, helped by 
his determined rescuers, tried desperately to escape.
The film, when it was released in 2006, received 
widespread acclaim forom both public and cavers alike  
David is an award- winning film maker from 
Nottingham who enjoys filming where no normal 
individual would dare to venture, collecting images 
in the darkness to make into films for us to enjoy in 
the comfort of our own homes!  The dark, cold, damp 
atmosphere of many caves and mines present an often 
hostile environment in which to film.
He has recently provided photographic and video 
material on the rescue to the BBC for a feature as part of 
their programme “Inside Out”.
Some comments on the Neil Moss film

“David Webb has produced a classic of its kind - 
the true story of the first major cave rescue in this 
country….”  Derbyshire Caver.
“ Dave has produced a well-researched, evocative 
film, packed with interviews from surviving 
participants and images taken at the time... a very 
creditable and thought-provoking film.” Descent 
Caving Magazine.
“What a superb piece of film!” James Lovelock.  
Writer and author of “Life & Death Underground”
“A lot of misinformation has been around since 
the rescue and this [DVD] will set the record 
straight….”  John Harrison. Peak Cavern owner

“Sun Sea and Stals: Caving in Majorca”
In complete contrast to the cold and mud of Derbyshire, 
this film shows caving in a warm climate and in dry 
warm caves that are staggeringly beautiful from the 
moment you set foot inside.  We follow a group of 
cavers from the UK as they explore a cave called Can 
Sion, well away from the noise and commerce of the 
“honeypot” coastal resorts.  As well as marvelling at 
their luck in finding such a place, they are amazed 
to discover a colony of thousands of bats that seem 
none too pleased at being disturbed - let alone filmed.  
However, they soon settled back and let us continue 
exploration in peace!  

PDMHS Journals Available
I have sixty-nine PDMHS bulletins, mostly complete 
volumes from Vols: 4 to 18, as listed in the table below, 
which I will give away to anyone prepared to collect 
them (I live in Harthill, Sheffield S26).

Journal Number
Volume 1 2 3 4 5 6

4 û û û û û ü

5 ü ü ü ü ü ü

6 ü ü ü ü ü ü

7 ü ü ü ü ü ü

8 ü ü ü ü ü ü

9 ü ü ü ü ü ü

10 ü ü ü ü ü ü

11 ü ü ü ü ü ü

12 û ü û û ü ü

13 ü ü ü ü ü ü

14 ü ü ü ü ü ü

15 ü ü ü ü ü ü

16 û ü ü ü ü ü

17 ü ü ü ü ü ü

18 ü ü ü ü ü

For more information please contact me at
andrew.warren@hotmail.co.uk

Dr. Andrew Warren

PDMHS Newsletter, January 2014
The deadline for the January 2014 edition of the 
Newsletter is Sunday the 24th of November 2013.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com
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