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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Moving the Society Forward
The new Council that was elected at the AGM in 
November is, under Dave Williams’ leadership, 
beginning to take active steps to take the Society 
forward into the future.
One aspect of this has been in streamlining the 
operations of the Society itself.  As a Limited Company 
and a Registered Charity the Society presents Annual 
Returns to both Companies House and the Charity 
Commissioners.  By doing so online, rather than by the 
submission of paper forms, we can do this more easily, 
quickly and efficiently, and, in the case of Companies 
House, with a large cost saving by online submission.
We are using electronic communication in other ways 
too:  Email distribution of Newsletters gives a significant 
cost saving; and we are now distributing Officers’ 
Reports to Council by email in advance, to free more 
time in meetings for the real work of Council.
The first meeting of the group, led by Nick Willers to 
develop strategies for the future of the Society, has 
taken place.  It proved to be a fruitful meeting, with very 
positive ideas being reported under three main headings. 
A fuller report on the work of this group will be prepared 
for publication in the July issue of the Newsletter.

Steve Thompson

Volunteer Needed for the Role of 
Membership Secretary
Laura Smith, who has been doing the job of Membership 
Secretary, as well as some valuable work for the Peak 
District Lead Mining Museum, has indicated that she 
wishes to resign from the Membership Secretary’s role.
The Council is urgently seeking a volunteer to continue 
this essential work.  The work of the Membership 
Secretary includes the following:

Processing new membership applications 
and membership renewals, including sending 
welcome letters to new members and keeping a 
list of new members for the Barmote Event.
Keeping the membership database up-to-date.
Processing subscription payments and 
producing summaries for the Hon. Treasurer.
Maintaining a register of Gift Aid declarations, 
and processing Gift Aid claims.
Managing mailing lists for Newsletters and the 
Bulletin, and distributing the electronic edition 
of the Newsletter.
Designing and ordering membership cards.

The Membership Secretary is not a Director or Trustee 
of the Society, so has no responsibilities under the 
Companies Act or the Charities Act.
If you would like more details of this role please contact 
Laura by email (membership@pdmhs.com) or via the 
Peak District Lead Mining Museum.  Please apply to the 
Hon. Secretary (secretary@pdmhs.com) if you wish to 
volunteer for the role.

Steve Thompson
Hon. Secretary

The Great Hole of Foolow
Shortly after Christmas a large hole appeared in a field 
near Foolow. It is believed to have formed as a result of 
the collapse of an old, filled-in (temporarily, it would 
now seem!) shaft on Slater’s Engine Mine, although 
the nearby engine shaft does not seem to have been 
involved.  The collapse is reported to have affected 
modern workings underneath in the New Milldam Mine.

However, a report on the Peak District Caving website 
(http://www.peakdistrictcaving.info/caving-news.htm) 
did suggest that badgers might have been responsible !!!

Steve Thompson
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A fine aerial view of the Great Hole of Foolow, taken on 
Thursday the 2nd of January.

Photo courtesy of John Shipley, 
Derbyshire and Lancashire Gliding Club.
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Society Meets: Spring - Summer 2014
These meets start a full program of evening walks for 
the summer of 2014.  More walks later in the summer 
and autumn will be announced in the July Newsletter.

1: Mining Heritage Walk - Silence, High 
Rake and Watergrove Mines.
Sunday 6th April 2014.  Leader:  Paul Chandler, meet 
10.00am, Foolow village.
An opportunity for Society members and guests to visit 
three Society Conservation Projects, one of which has 
recently been completed, and other mine sites en-route.
This eight mile walk leaves Foolow and first goes to 
visit Silence Mine. From there we will go on to High 
Rake Mine via Great Hucklow and Windmill.  Castleton 
Lane, Conjoint Lane and Litton Edge take us to Litton, 
then via Tansley Dale, Cressbrook Dale and Wardlow to 
Watergrove Mine, from where we return to Foolow.
During the walk we will also view the huge collapse 
hole at Foolow that has been in the news recently (See 
the photograph on page 1), or the site of it if it has 
already been filled!
Please bring usual walking gear, packed lunch and 
drinks.  There is one steep ascent out of Cressbrook Dale 
and sections of road walking but otherwise easy going.  
Quiet dogs on leads only please.
References:

High Rake Mine, Mining History Vol.18, Nos.1 and 2
Silence Mine, Mining History Vol.18, No.4
Watergrove Mine, Society Newsletter 141 (and p.8).

2: Cambrian Slate Mine, Glyn Ceiriog, 
North Wales.
Sunday 20th April 2014 (Easter weekend).  Leader: Paul 
Chandler, meet 11.00am at the centre of Glyn Ceiriog 
village.  A joint meet with the Masson Caving Group.
This is an easy grade trip, oversuits or boilersuits 
are suitable, but there is shallow water so wellies 
are advisable, and bring gloves.  The passages are of 
walking height, apart from one short, low section into a 
separate part of the mine.  Access requires the descent 
of a steep slope which can be slippery if wet.  It is worth 
bringing a camera to record the mine artifacts, and the 
large chambers associated with slate mines.
If you wish to attend please notify Paul Chandler in 
advance.  If you require any further trip information, 
including arranging lifts, subject to your area of course, 
please also get in touch using the contact details below, 
or in person if you join my Mining Heritage Walk. 
References: www.aditnow.co.uk
  www.mine-explorer.co.uk

3: Heritage Walk - Cromford Village
Tuesday 22nd April 2014.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet at 
6.30pm at the Cromford Canal Wharf Car Park.
This walk will take us around the village of Cromford, 
where we will look at the site of the former lead smelter 

and Arkwright’s Mill, as well as the locations of 
former shops and pubs in the village, and the outfall of 
Cromford Sough.
Optional food and drink at the Boat Inn afterwards.

4: Training Meet (Underground) - 
Goodluck Mine, Via Gellia.
Sunday 4th May 2014.  Leader: Martin Long, meet 
10.00am on the A5012 at the second lay by west of Tufa 
Cottage, grid ref. SK 2673 5663.
This is an excellent opportunity for all Society members 
to visit this mine system, but with an emphasis on 
the basics of mine exploration.  There will be plenty 
of people there to talk to about equipment, safety, 
navigation and all things underground.
No need to book, but if you need to borrow a helmet and 
lamp, please contact Martin via  training@pdmhs.com, 
or by mobile 07969 774801 (evenings).

5: Heritage Walk - Ashford in the Water
Tuesday 6th May 2014 (Please note change of date).  
Leader: Tony Wood, meet at 7.00pm by the church in 
Ashford in the Water, please park opposite the church.
We will first go to see Henry Watson’s stone cutting 
mill, followed by visiting the mills higher up the valley, 
afterwhich we will take a look at Magpie Sough tail
Optional food and drink afterwards at the Bulls Head, 
Ashford in the Water.

6: Heritage Walk - Bonsall Area.
Tuesday 20th May 2014.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet at 
7.00pm, at the the car park at the top of the Clatterway, 
Bonsall.
A walk which will take us over Masson Hill where we 
will look at mines including Dark Holes, Primrose, 
the Great Masson Cavern, High Loft, Dale, King, and 
Gentlewomen’s.  There will also be a chance to look at 
some of the former pubs and industries that once existed 
in Bonsall as well.
Optional food and drink at the King’s Head, Bonsall.

7: Heritage Walk - Grange Mill and 
Bonsall Moor.
Tuesday 3rd  June 2014.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet at 
7.00pm at the Holly Bush, Grange Mill.
This walk will take us over Bonsall Moor to look at a 
former lime kiln, a Romano-British settlement, Cotterhill 
quarry, the Bonsall Buddle, the Old Town Piece, and the 
mines associated with Dig Leys.
Optional food and drink at the Holly Bush, Grange Mill.

8: Heritage Walk - Middleton and 
Wirksworth
Tuesday 17th June 2014.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at The Rising Sun, Middleton.
A walk which will take us along the former Cromford 
and High peak railway line down into Wirksworth Town.  
One the way we will look at the sites of Ratchwood 

www.aditnow.co.uk
http://www.mine-explorer.co.uk
mailto:training%40pdmhs.com?subject=
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Founder shaft, Middleton Whalf, the building where the 
Great Barmote Court is held, various trades and public 
houses that were once open in Wirksworth, and the 
former Middle Peak Quarry.

9: Heritage Walk - Brassington and 
Carsington
Tuesday 1st July 2014.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Miners Arms, Brassington
A walk which takes us over Carsington Pastures, looking 
at the sites of mines such as Corse Hill, Nickalum, 
Great Rake, Yokecliffe Rake, Old and New Town End, 
Children’s Fortune, Chance and Brecks Hollow.
Optional food and drink at the Miners’ Arms, 
Brassington afterwards.

10: Heritage Walk - The Eyam Mines
Tuesday 15th July 2014.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the car park opposite Eyam Museum.
This walk will take us around the mines associated with 
the Eyam mining field.
Optional food and drink will be available in the Miners’ 
Arms at Eyam afterwards.

11: Heritage Walk - Bradwell Area
Tuesday 29th July 2014.  Details will appear in the next 
Newsletter and on the PDMHS website.

Coming Up:
A further program of evening walks is to be arranged, 
including the lower part of Wirksworth town, the mines 
of Middleton Moor, and a surface tour of Magpie Mine 
at Sheldon.  Details will appear in the next Newsletter.
These Heritage Walks are highly recommended.
The bufferts afterwards cost between £3.50 and £4.00
Please check on the Society website (www.pdmhs.com) 
for any changes to planned meets.
For more information please contact:-

Tony 07891 276668
Paul 01246 220773
Email meets@pdmhs.com  (Please state in the 

title if the message is for Paul or Tony.)
Tony Wood

Countryfile, a Review.
This programme, broadcast on Sunday the 2nd of 
March, included a report on the “Legacy of Old  Mine 
Workings”, by Tom Heap.  It started in the World 
Heritage site of Ironbridge, the birthplace of the 
industrial revolution, which was powered by energy 
from coal.  A collapse in a local road was influenced by 
bad weather and the Telford and Wrekin engineer spoke 
of the ‘shaft season’ when collapses are most likely.  We 
saw the news item of the collapse which swallowed a 
car parked in a driveway.  There are more than 300 mine 
shaft collapses per annum, out of over 300,000 disused 
mines and shafts.

Tom next visited the National Coal Mining Museum 
in Wakefield and descended 100m to understand the 
process by which coal is mined.  The engineer explained 
the action of the disc cutter, conveyor and hydraulic 
chocks which, when moved, allowed the roof to fall and 
create surface sagging.
The Coal Authority has legislative responsibility for 
26,000 square kilometres of coalfield, and their head of 
Public Safety and Subsidence said that on investigation 
there were only 400 confirmed problems per annum out 
of the 8 million homes built on a coalfield.
Apart from coal mining, since Roman times mines for 
copper, lead and other metals had created many more 
mines and tunnels, indeed the British Geological Survey 
estimates that there are some 50,000 mine shafts in the 
Peak District alone.
The hole near Foolow which appeared around 
Christmas, and is now about 19 metres deep, was being 
surveyed weekly to monitor stability.  Land owner Peter 
Robinson explained the cause, the increased weight of 
surface water onto rotten, timber-lined, 17th century 
lead workings.  The cost of filling this hole is potentially 
£250,000.
Peter Stiles, a geophysicist who maps disused mines, 
said we needed to examine areas before permission for 
housing or infrastructure development is given.
The Coal Authority is proactively inspecting 20,000 
mine accesses per year with only one percent needing 
further investigation.  It is also responsible for 
subsidence and polluted water from old mine workings.  
Old non-coal mines were stated to be the responsibility 
of the local authority.

Mave Luff.

Future Meet Suggestions
Sunday Mine Trips
If you have been unable to attend any of Tony’s Tuesday 
evening underground trips, then I may have a solution.  
Subject to interest, I would be pleased to organise trips 
into Mouldridge Mine, Wapping Mine, etc. on Sundays.  
I can supply a limited number of lamps and helmets for 
a nominal fee, if required.  These trips would be ideal 
for new Society members.  If you would like to take part 
please get in contact, either by email or phone (details 
above), or in person if you are attending my Mining 
Heritage Walk.  I’ll look forward to hearing from you.

Cave and Mine Slide Shows
I would like to express my thanks to those Society 
members who attended my two slide shows (Joint 
Society and Masson Caving Group events) held in 
February this year at the new venue of the Boathouse 
Inn, Matlock.  Some members travelled considerable 
distances to attend.  You will be pleased to hear that I 
plan to organise two further mine related slide shows, 
hopefully at the same venue, in November 2014. 

Paul Chandler

www.pdmhs.com
mailto:meets%40pdmhs.com?subject=
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 48
Destruction of Elevated Tramway Pillars, 
Ringstones Colliery, near Whaley Bridge, 
Derbyshire. SK 0091 0091 8249.
A recent visit to view the tramway pillars in Ringstones 
Clough has revealed that only one still remains of parts 
of five or six pillars that existed at this location when 
visited in 2006.  This destruction may be in connection 
with what appears to be recent work in the streambed 
and an upstream pond in the bottom of the clough.  The 
remaining pillar appears to be untouched and remains 
standing close to its original height.  The features at this 
location were previously noted in an earlier short note in 
Newsletter No. 120 (October 2006).

Present: Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw & Dave Williams.
Reported by: Chris Heathcote.

Whirlpool Passage, Speedwell Mine, 
Castleton, Derbyshire. SK  1392 8274
A second visit to Whirlpool Passage, after the writing 
of the note in the last newsletter, followed the passage 
to its bitter end (this author’s first visit to here since the 
late-1990s, and a much needed memory refresher).  The 
plankway notches continue for a short distance upstream 
of the ‘knockstone’ dressing area, stopping where the 
passage is of only of crawling height.  Further along, the 
mined passage beyond Whirlpool Rising is a trial level 
that ends at a scrin where little work was done; clearly 
the ore being dressed was not from here.
The general consensus amongst those present about the 
raised walkway above the Whirlpool Passage stream, 
leading up from the canal dock in the main streamway, 
was that ore was indeed taken down this, either on sleds 
or wheeled tubs along a narrow gauge tramway.  Galena 
nuggets are still to be found today in small potholes in 
the passage floor and it seems likely that in the late-18th 
or 19th century the ore was dug from the streamway 
sediments, probably mostly in the section immediately 
downstream of the rising, in the section before where 
the raised floor starts.  This ore must have been flushed 
through the underwater phreatic cave passages during 
intermittent flood episodes.  Presumably it had origins 
in Faucet Rake, and the nuggets were perhaps harvested 
intermittently, perhaps being dug out every time new 
deposits had formed.
Present: Niki Adlam Stiles, John Barnatt, Les Riley, 

Richard Shaw, Karen Slatcher, Nick Willers & 
Terry Worthington

Reported:  John Barnatt

Trial Level, Lathkilldale, Derbyshire. SK 
196  661
This small, inconspicuous feature was observed during 
the course of a Boxing Day walk in the dale, and it was 
not noted by John Barnatt as part of his archaeological 
survey (Barnatt 2005).  A return visit was made the 

following day to examine it without the “assistance” of a 
hyperactive Jack Russell terrier.
The level is about 15m above river level on the south 
side of the dale, within Meadow Place Grange liberty.  
There is a small tip down-slope of the entrance, mostly 
overgrown, but fragments of calcite and white chert 
were noted.  The trial level itself is between 1 and 1.5m 
high, about 1m wide and extends for about 5m to a 
forefield.  It has been driven following a clay-filled joint 
or scrin which in places shows mineralisation; a sample 
of calcite veinstuff about 2cm thick was found on the 
floor but with no trace of galena apparent.
The scrin this trial was investigating appears to be the 
continuation of the one on which the Aqueduct Level of 
Mandale Mine was driven, the entrance to this can be 
seen on the opposite side of the dale.  It would appear 
that the vein was investigated south of the river through 
this short level and a number of pits visible nearby but it 
clearly was not thought worth pursuing.

Present:  Adam Russell
Reported:  Adam Russell

Reference
Barnatt, J.  2005  Lathkill Dale National Nature 
Reserve: Over Haddon, Monyash and Youlgreave 
Parishes, Derbyshire. Archaeological Survey 
2005. Unpublished report, Cultural Heritage Team 
archives, Peak District National Park Authority.

Mine (of unknown name) on Lambpart, 
Liberty of Bradwell, Derbyshire. SK  
15841  80031
This interesting mine, due west of Chance Mine was 
recently investigated by a small team, after seeking 
permission from the farmer to document the workings.  
This permission was granted on condition that he receive 
a CD of underground photos, he also added that further 
unauthorised trips by others not in our party would not 
be welcome.
The site, just within the eastern boundary of Bradwell 
Liberty, lies within a ruined belland yard and there are 
numerous other possibly related holes and hollows 
nearby, including what appears to be a large natural 
cavity with ginging on one wall to the northwest, but 
recent and adjacent opencast spar-mining makes it 
almost impossible to accurately determine the original 
configuration of the remaining workings outside the 
belland yard area. The vein runs roughly west-southwest 
to east-northeast; all the accessible workings follow that 
alignment. It appears from referencing old Barmaster’s 
maps that the mine most probably worked the very 
western end of Hill (Earl) Rake, at the point where it 
splits into small scrins or a smaller parallel vein to the 
north, with Scrin Rake branching off from the main vein 
to the southwest of the Chance Mine site.
There are two obvious entrances to the mine - the first, at 
the eastern end of the site, is a very loose and dangerous 
hauling shaft sunk directly into the vein. Whatever 
ginging was once present has totally collapsed, and one 
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loose wall of deads, gravel and dirt was poised directly 
over the descent on the west side. The east side of the 
shaft is solid, unworked vein, and stable. The shaft was 
‘covered’ by an old farm gate, and as there is no public 
access to the field, presumably this is deemed sufficient 
protection. Large rope-grooves on the south wall 
indicate that this was a primary extraction point for ore.
The other entrance is a small-diameter climbing shaft 
approximately 25m west along the vein, part-covered by 
a large stone slab, but with just enough room to crawl 
under, either entering or exiting, though not exactly 
comfortable progress in either direction with SRT kit on.
Having crawled under the gate covering the hauling 
shaft, and using a scaffold bar as a belay there is a 
rough descent for a few metres, followed by a pendulum 
rebelay as far away from the loose deads as possible 
which allows a safe descent to the floor, roughly about 
25m below surface.  From the rebelay position looking 
upwards and eastwards beyond the shaft opening, it is 
possible to see that the ‘roof’ of the mine is actually a 
slabbed-over opencut for most of its length, and it has 
subsequently been overgrown with turf.  The walls of the 
vein are between 0.6m and 1.0m apart for most of the 
descent, widening a little more at the base.  Extensive 
pickwork is visible on most surfaces but only a limited 
portion was available to view from the rope.

The base of the hauling shaft is a short level section 
roughly at the central point of a mostly sloping floor 
that descends approximately 20 more metres (vertically 
and horizontally) to the east, and ascends approximately 
15 metres vertically and horizontally to the west.  The 
eastwards slope is mostly deads and gravel, with bones 
and rotten woodwork, but the slope to the west is mostly 
fine tailings and sand/dry silt, making the steep ascent 
extremely laborious and somewhat slippery.
A descent on the entry rope was first made to the lowest 
point of the eastwards continuation of the stope, the 
miners following one vein throughout with a floor 
of varying inclination, almost vertical at the base.  
Limited workings and small levels above the floor were 
observed, but we were unable to access them from our 
position.  At the bottom of the slope under an arch in the 
vein, an evil-smelling sump pool of quicksand-like mud 
(presumably ‘enriched’ by centuries of dead animals 

tumbling into it) blocks further exploration; this point is 
probably about 45m below surface.
Heading west and upslope from the landing-point 
beneath the hauling shaft, a worked-out level can be seen 
above the main floor as the inclination becomes steeper, 
but again, is impossible to reach without bolt-climbing.  
The slippery sand slope eventually levels out at a small 
southwest kink in the vein, and here a rough heap of 
deads sits at floor level directly below the climbing shaft 
entrance.  From underneath, the shaft can be seen to be 
nothing more than a ginged opening directly through the 
slabbed roof, and no ‘shaft’ continues below that point, 
just the once-opencut vein cavity.
Westward beyond the climbing shaft, the floor of the 
main stope lowers a little, and the cheeks of the vein 
are covered with extensive and intricate pickwork, 
with small blobs of gangue and galena still remaining, 
creating a beautiful abstract panel akin to a Jackson 
Pollock painting. Very small infilled vughs are cut 
through here.  At this point the vein splits, with a small 
scrin heading slightly north of the main axis, and which 
presumably held some workable ore, as the main vein 
is unworked beyond this point, containing no galena.  
A set of upwardly-driven shotholes here suggest the 
general trend of the mining westwards had ceased, 
with the miners then moving higher up the vein again; 
a short stempled working high above may suggest a 
continuation of the ore at a higher level.
The decision to work the scrin results in a rapid 
diminishing in size of the accessible passage westwards, 
shrinking to 1-2m high and only 50-70cm wide.  The 
passage also slopes steeply upwards, making access 
very awkward and best accomplished backwards.  A 
small shelf a few metres in on the south wall holds 
the bowl of a clay pipe, and a small-diameter shothole 
nearby, approx. 12mm, suggests fairly early work (or 
economical later work owing to the tight space).  The 
passage beyond this is backfilled from above and 
underground access therefore ends, but we suspect that 
small blocked shafts noted on the surface slightly to the 
west may well have connected to these workings beyond 
the backfill.
Present: Jess Eades, Martyn Grayson, Pete Grey, John 

Sharpe, Ann Soulsby, Phil Wolstenholme.
Reported:  Phil Wolstenholme

Mineralisation and Ventilation Wall, 
Moorfurlong Pipe, Bradwell, Derbyshire. 
SK 167  811
During a recent visit to this mine near Bradwell, a 
number of features in an area opened up in c. 2005 
by the Eldon Pothole Club were noted that have not 
previously been recorded from an archaeological/
geological perspective.
The first feature of note in this area is a mined chamber 
exhibiting interesting flatting mineralisation, which was 
nicknamed “zorro chamber” due to two circular bands 
of purple fluorite on one wall which had a mask-like 

Extensive pickwork visible on the wall of the stopes.
Photo: Phil Wolstenholme
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appearance. There is extensive pickwork on the flattings, 
seemingly to access a band of galena and barites 2-3cm 
thick, sat on top of a much wider band of fluorite that 
is up to about 30cm thick.  This fluorite is mostly white 
and interspersed with purple bands, but these lack the 
crisp definition that is seen in Blue John.  As the miners’ 
pick-marks pass through this band they do not seem to 
have been extracting it as a decorative mineral, possibly 
due to the “fuzziness” of the banding making it less 
desirable.  However, given the known use of differently 
coloured fluorites such as the yellow fluorspar variety 
known as Hatterel alongside Blue John in ornamental 
work, it may at some point in the past have been tried for 
this purpose.
A climb down from the chamber, past a short side 
level ending in a collapse, leads to a short passage 
with a packwall on one side, which has had the gaps 
between the stones packed with clay, in which miner’s 
fingermarks are still visible.  When first discovered there 
was a clay pipe and candle in this area (Sam Townsend 
pers. comm.) but these have now sadly disappeared.  At 
one end of this passage is a forefield, while at the other 
is a pile of debris, which appears to have fallen down 
from above.  The air is noticeably fresh in this area, and 
while examining the clay-sealed packwall it was noted 
by the author that there was a faint draught issuing from 
behind it.  The clay packing between the stones would 
appear to be to make the wall airtight for ventilation 
purposes, and the discovery that a voice connection 
could be made through the debris and the collapse on the 
side passage mentioned above would suggest there is a 
choked shaft connecting the two which is the source of 
air for the draught.
The mineralisation in this area is also of interest.  In 
places, it can be seen that calcite was first deposited 
and this crystallised in its “dog-tooth” form within 
vughs.  This has subsequently been overlaid by a layer 
of fluorite, and in areas where the miners have broken 
through the mineral, it presents an almost brecciated 
appearance.
Present: Phil Wolstenholme, John Beck, Rod Dalton, 

Adam Russell
Reported:  Adam Russell

Loadstone and Magnet Mines, Liberties of 
Little Longstone and Ashford, Derbyshire,. 
SK  1915  7129.
In Observations and Discoveries Part 47 (January 2014) 
the writer reported some potentially important new 
information from Dr Trevor Ford.  During our original 
investigations Adam Russell and the writer had indeed 
visited the site concerned and found, as Dr Ford had 
surmised, that it was so totally overgrown that we could 
not see anything.
In the light of the new information we revisited the 
area during the winter, when the nettles and triffids are 
dormant, and this time we were able to see more clearly 
what was there.  On the south side of the old railway 

is an almost triangular (with the north-western vertex 
truncated) walled enclosure of approximately 200m2.  
There is a substantial hillock almost 2m high, and 
around and on it are a number of pieces of vein calcite, 
as well as a small specimen of white, almost transparent, 
fluorspar with c-12% creamy-white barytes.  One of 
the calcite samples, when broken, was found to contain 
many small (a few millimetres) rather angular inclusions 
of a dark red-brown ochreous material, identified as an 
earthy haematite.
The material of the hillock is not, however, compatible 
with the sinking of a shaft and differs from what Dr 
Ford described. It comprises a variety of pieces of stone 
intermixed with a large amount of dark soil, and appears 
to be a recent deposit. This area is not part of the Monsal 
Trail, so is not connected with work there, but it may be 
associated with an iron manhole cover immediately east 
of the hillock.

Reported:  Steve Thompson
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 email:  observations@pdmhs.com

Historic Aerial Photographs - 
an Invaluable Research Resource
Many of you will be familiar with satellite imagery 
available from Google Earth, etc., but these images are 
only quite recent.  The landscape has changed greatly 
in recent decades, and much that is important in the 
historical mining context has disappeared.
Aerial photography has a long history, indeed the first 
aerial photograph was taken from a balloon by the famous 
French pioneer Nadar in 1856.  The art and science of 
photography was already well established by the time 
heavier than air aircraft became commonplace, and 
combining the two technologies was a rapid development.
The needs of the military rapidly became a major driving 
force in the development of aerial photography, and it 
is believed that the first aerial photograph for military 
use was taken from a tethered balloon in 1862, during 
the American Civil War.  Military aerial photography 
made enormous progress during the First World War, 
and by the end of the war in 1918 both sides were 
photographing the entire front twice a day, and had 
taken over half a million aerial photographs!  During 
this period British aerial photographers pioneered the 
technique of taking overlapping photographs to provide 
a stereoscopic view of the ground below.
After the end of the war commercial aerial photography 
was soon developed.  The newly formed Aerofilms 
Ltd., using an Airco DH9 biplane, took their first aerial 
photograph of the London Country Club in July 1919.  

mailto:observations%40pdmhs.com?subject=
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By 1921 they were taking vertical photographs  and in 
the 1930s developed the production of detailed maps for 
clients such as the Ordnance Survey.
At the beginning of World War II, in 1939 Sidney 
Cotton and Flying Officer Maurice Longbottom of 
the RAF were among the first to suggest that airborne 
reconnaissance may be a task better suited to fast, small 
aircraft which would use their speed and high service 
ceiling to avoid detection and interception.  Spitfires, 
with their armament and radios removed to carry extra 
fuel and cameras, proved to be extremely successful 
in a reconnaissance role.  However, from 1941 it was 
the Mosquito that excelled in this task, generally with 
three cameras installed in the bomb bay.  Colonel Roy 
M. Stanley II, USAF, wrote; “the Mossie was probably 
the best all-around photo-reconnaissance aircraft in 
the war” (Stanley, 1981).  The two aircraft mentioned 
here, Spitfire and Mosquito, have played an important 
role in providing invaluable post World War II aerial 
photography which mining historians can use.
During the war the RAF led the world in sophisticated 
photo-interpretation skills, indeed many American 
photo-interpreters travelled to RAF Medmenham for 
their training.
As one might expect from a nation having some of 
the world’s greatest optical and camera companies, 
Germany was capable of taking aerial photographs of 
extremely high quality, using negatives roughly double 
the size of those used by the Allies.  However, they were 
let down by their photo-interpretation techniques, their 
interpreters not even using stereoscopes.  As Constance 
Babbington Smith stated after the discovery of the 
German aerial photo library at the end of the war “It 
was a terrifying picture, a horrible warning as to what 
photographic intelligence can become if it is based 
on the wrong concepts and staffed almost entirely by 
uninspired plodders” (Babbington Smith, 1957).

Post-World War 2 Aerial Photographs
Some of the most useful aerial photographs used in my 
research were taken by the RAF in the early years after 
World War 2.  RAF pilots had built up an exceptional 
level of expertise during the conflict, and continued to 
use their skills in two ways.  Firstly, extensive vertical 
photography covered most of the country.  These sorties 
were generally flown at about 16,600 feet, giving a 
1:10,000 nominal scale in the image, and were taken 
with sufficient overlap to provide full stereoscopic 
coverage.  Images of the Peak District are available from 
1948, taken by Spitfire PR19s of 541 Squadron, 1955 
(Mosquito PR34 of 540 Squadron or Canberra PR3 or 
PR7 of 82 Squadron) and 1960-62 (Canberra PR7 of 58 
Squadron or Valiant B(PR)K1 of 543 Squadron).  These 
earlier images are the ones I find of greatest value, as 
much has changed over the intervening years as a result 
of agricultural improvement etc., but later images from 
the Ordnance Survey are also available.
Secondly, during 1949 in particular, the RAF was taking 
a limited number of oblique photographs, apparently 

on low-level reconnaissance training sorties.  These 
appear to have been flown by Mosquito PR34s of 540 
Squadron, which used a pair of synchronised cameras in 
wing pods to give a stereoscopic view of the target.  The 
images can be identified by the designations PFFO (Port 
Forward Facing Oblique) and SFFO (Starboard Forward 
Facing Oblique).  For example, a series of 15 such stereo 
pairs, from a sortie flown on the 8th of November 1949, 
photographed four targets;  Tideswell Dale Quarry, 
approaching across the dale from the west, then Calton 
Hill Quarry flying in from the northeast, next running 
in over the Grin Low Road to photograph Stanley Moor 
Reservoir then making a steep right turn to approach 
and photograph Grin Quarry and Lime Works.  Of these 
images two pairs, on the run-in to Calton Hill, show 
long disappeared mine hillocks close to Rifleman Mine, 
and have proved valuable in my research!  However, as 
you might appreciate from this account, these images 
can take a bit of finding – it is generally advisable to 
purchase cheap photocopies to filter them before buying 
high quality prints of any images of interest.

Later oblique photographs from a variety of civilian 
sources are also available, but these often seem to 
concentrate on areas of archaeological importance, and 
in general it is the vertical imagery that is most useful.
Obtaining copies of these photographs is relatively easy:  
You can enquire by using the website http://www.english-
heritage.org.uk/professional/archives-and-collections/
nmr/enquiry-and-research-services/archive-enquiry and 
entering the grid reference of the centre of your area of 
interest, you will then receive a list of available images 
by email.  Copies can be ordered by email, photocopies at 
41p each and photographic prints at £19.20 (prices at the 
time of writing), and they will be invoiced after delivery.  
Low and high resolution digital scans may also be 
available.  Some privately photographed oblique images, 
however, appear to be subject to copyright restrictions, 
and can presumably only be viewed by visiting the 
English Heritage Archive in Swindon.

Detail from an RAF oblique photograph PFFO: 540/266, 
frame 0325, taken on the 8th of November 1949, which 
shows long disappeared mine hillocks.
Image by permission of English Heritage (RAF Collection)

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/archives-and-collections/nmr/enquiry-and-research-services/archive-enquiry
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/archives-and-collections/nmr/enquiry-and-research-services/archive-enquiry
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/archives-and-collections/nmr/enquiry-and-research-services/archive-enquiry
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Pre-World War 2 Aerial Photography
The selection of photographs from this period is rather 
more limited.  However, the Aerofilms collection of 
aerial photographs, from 1919 to 1953, can be searched 
using the website http://www.britainfromabove.org.uk, 
and prints can be purchased as above.  The available 
images of the Peak District are few and far between, 
as the majority of the collection appears to be of urban 
areas, but there are four fine oblique photographs of 
Taddington dating from July 1930.
However, it is likely that most of the aerial photography 
during this period was taken for private or commercial 
purposes, and is still not available to the public.

German World War 2 Aerial Photography
As mentioned earlier some extremely high quality aerial 
images were taken by German aerial photographers.  
After the war the image library was discovered hidden 
in a barn in Bad Reichenhall near Berchtesgaden, and 
the resulting collection of over one and a quarter million 
prints and negatives is now held by the United States 
National Archive in College Park, Maryland:

(http://research.archives.gov/description/306065)
It is possible to request an online search for images by 
sending a topographic map showing the area of interest in 
relation to surrounding roads, towns, bodies of water, etc. 
as a .PDF or .JPG file, accompanied by the coordinates of 
the corners of the area as latitude and longitude.
Sadly, though, despite an important rail line, quarries 
and lime works nearby, and the fact that the area was 
extensively used for the storage of munitions, indeed one 
lane near Taddington is still known as “Bomb Lane”, no 
photographs were found covering my research area.
I hope that this introduction to a large subject might 
inspire some of you to investigate what can be an 
extremely valuable research resource.
A word of warning, however.  The use of historic aerial 
photography can soon start to cost a substantial amount 
of money.  I am not going to tell you how much I have 
spent on purchasing aerial photographs for my research 
in the last three or four years, because you will all point 
at me and giggle, but it is a four-figure sum…

Acknowledgements
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The Watergrove Mine Project, 
Foolow, Derbyshire, SK 190757:
Second Interim Report
The fieldwork phase of the Society’s archaeological 
excavations at the 1794-95 Newcomen house at 
Watergrove Mine was completed in November 2013; 
this note describes what we have found since the last 
interim report was published in the newsletter (Barnatt 
and Heathcote 2012) and builds upon what has been 
written by Jim Rieuwerts (2007) and in earlier notes 
(Barnatt et al. 2007).  There are voluminous historical 
archives for the mine and data collection has started; 
the thankless task of transcribing several decades 
worth of account books and calendaring many letters 
in the Bagshaw Collection has willingly been taken up 
by Dave Williams.  We now enter a second and final 
stage in the project; assimilating the archaeological 
discoveries with the historical archives; experience 
shows this and writing the final report together may well 
be something like a two to three year task before ready 
for publication, hence the interim statement given here.

Excavations were started in May 2010 and we dug 
on the first Saturday of the month for three and a half 
years.  When we began we anticipated a significantly 
simpler set of structures than was found and thus a 
shorter excavation; we should have known better.  The 
work was done by a small team of PDMHS volunteers 
who dug in all weathers, mostly excavating by hand as 
the topography of the site and its archaeology meant 
that machine-stripping was inappropriate.  The one 
notable exception was the moving of the spoil heap in 
2013 after we realised the last features we needed to 
explore ran under here.  It is something of a tradition 
on archaeological sites that wherever you carefully 
position the spoil heap to be out of the way, it ends 
up being in exactly the wrong place!  To complement 
the excavations, Nick Willers led on a survey of the 
surrounding hillocks, and a small team augered them 
to examine the make-up of each.  Consolidation of 
the stonework by Brian Woodall and Keith Gregory is 
ongoing and is planned to be finished in Spring 2014.  
The fence around the site will be removed in a year or 
two once the trenches have re-vegetated and there is 
no longer risk of stock poisoning.  All who have been 
involved are thanked for their dedication.

We set off with a simple aim, to find out more about the 
design of the Newcomen engine house which we knew 
from documentation had once stood here.  We found that 
with the exception of the bob wall of the engine house, 
which is located between its basement and the adjacent 
pumping shaft, the building and other structures on the 
site had been robbed down to their lowermost courses at 
best and in places even the footings had been removed.  
Despite this poor survival, with careful excavation 
we found that the site had been subject to a complex 
sequence of modification over several decades.

http://www.britainfromabove.org.uk
http://research.archives.gov/description/306065
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We know, from previous research into the historical 
documentation by Jim Rieuwerts, that a Newcomen 
pumping engine house, for an engine used to bring water 
out of the mine, was started in the second half of 1794; a 
smithy was also built.  The engine, which had a cylinder 
diameter of 38 inches, and the pumps in the shaft were 
made by Booth and Co. of Brightside Iron Foundry, 
Sheffield; in 1795 they were paid £673 8s 4d.  We now 
know from the excavations that a boiler was erected 
outside the building, as was common at 19th century 
Newcomen engines at coal mines.  This was placed to 
the west side and was open to the elements rather than 
being within the bottom of a long-necked bottle-shaped 
chimney structure, as shown in a roughly contemporary 
design for Attercliffe Colliery illustrated by Curr (1797).  
Although Booth and Curr knew each other, clearly Booth 
went for the cheaper option, rather than that advocated 
by Curr, when it came to providing an engine for 
Watergrove.

The engine was troublesome and there are frequent 
accounts for its repair.  Nearly a decade after its 
installation, the reckoning for June to November 1803 
includes payment to Messrs Booth and Co. for an 
additional £249 7s 11d.  Similarly, much money was 
spent in 1819, including mason-work and the needed 
stone, bricks and clay (£24 19s 1d), castings (£107 0s 
0d), boiler making (£86 16s 4d) and millright work 
(£110 15s 3d).  Where at the mine the new installations 
or alterations took place is not given, but some or all 
of these may have been at the Newcomen engine.  We 
now know from excavations that the original boiler 
arrangement was abandoned and a new boiler erected on 
the opposite side of the building to the north-east.
The engine worked relatively regularly in the summer 
half of the year from 1795 until 1820, but in some years 
it was not used at all.  Later, after a brief trial of the mine 
when the engine was again briefly put to work in 1834-
35, it was offered for sale in August 1836 but failed to 
sell.  It was still on site when the mine closed in 1853 

and it was once more offered for sale; presumably it went 
for scrap as by this date nobody would want to install 
an outmoded Newcomen engine on a local mine.  We 
used to think that the engine house had been removed in 
1847, when it was ‘ordered that the Old Engine House 
be pulled down’.  However, discovery of a copy of the 
1853 sale particulars by Steve Thompson shows that 
the engine house, as well as the engine itself, was still 
present.  The engine is described as having a 40 inch 
diameter cylinder and there was a 16ft diameter haystack 
boiler.  Whether the building was taken down straight 
after the sale, or alternatively stood for a few years more, 
is not known.  All had gone by c. 1880 at the latest.
In 2011 we reported that:

• The engine house itself was slightly smaller 
than we had thought from what was visible 
before we started. It had internal dimensions of 
c. 3.7m by 4.8m, and its basement room was 
set into a vertical-sided pit dug into the natural 
rock, a soft and easily dug shale.

• A small offshut (lean-to room) had been built 
against the back wall of the main building, that 
blocked easy access to the entrance to north-
eastern boiler’s ash pit.  This shed is thought 
to have been created for agricultural purposes, 
built sometime after the engine was last used, 
between 1835 and 1853.

• To the north-east of these buildings, on the 
upslope side, there was small rectangular 
pit set into bedrock, with clear evidence that 
this was the ash pit for a now-removed boiler 
that was once placed directly above.  This pit 
was emptied through a short passage on its 
downslope side to the west.

• At roughly the horizon of this boiler’s fire box, 
to its northern side, there was a brick and mortar 
floor.  The bricks were set on edge in curved 
arcs and probably designed for shovelling.  Next 
to the floor, to the west side, were the footings 
of a sturdy stone plinth.

• Again on the upslope side of the site, but 
south of the last features described, there was 
a carefully-made ‘paving’ of limestone slabs, 
covered in a thick layer of coal fragments.  This 
was built overlying other structures, including 
a wall extending from the north-eastern ash pit.  
It was retained to the west by a flimsy drystone 
retaining wall placed above the site of the 
robbed earlier engine house wall.

• Under the paving just described there was an 
earlier stone-lined coal hopper, set into the 
bedrock and abutted to the (later removed) 
engine house wall.  The presence of this feature 
showed that, in the engine house’s early phase 
of use, substantive amounts of coal were 
taken through a now-removed opening in the 
building wall and used inside the basement or 
somewhere nearby on the downslope side.

The foundations of the rectangular western chimney 
at Watergrove Mine, added to the curved base of the 
first haystack boiler support, with the butt joint clearly 
seen; the flue to the chimney interior was at a slightly 
higher level and had been completely removed. The 
ash pit emptying path in the foreground is not yet fully 
excavated.

Photo: John Barnatt
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• Outside the south-west corner of the engine 
house, on the downslope side of the site, there 
was a recently-discovered substantial stone 
‘plinth’, but further excavations were needed to 
show whether a heat-altered internal structure 
belonged to a flue for a second boiler or for a 
chimney.

Since the first interim report was written, we have 
discovered that:

• The engine house’s basement room had a flat 
earthen floor, with traces of possible rough 
paving that had largely been removed, or more 
probably a patch of repair work where constant 
footfall was leading to erosion.  The bob wall 
stands roughly to the roof level of the room as 
it retained the shaft side, with two storeys of 
the engine house above fully demolished. The 
other three walls had been largely removed; in 
parts the foundation trench had been completely 
emptied, while elsewhere there were remaining 
wall footings.  Whoever did the demolition 
wanted their money’s worth.

• To the north-east a fragment of a circular 
surrounding support wall for the 16ft diameter 
haystack boiler was found when the trench 
was extended.  This overlaid one end of the 
shovelling floor found previously, opening the 
strong possibility that the boiler arrangement 
here had been altered during its working 
lifetime. Alternatively, the shovelling floor was 
used earlier and had a different purpose that was 
not related to feeding the boiler.

• To add to the confusion, while there was the 
plinth with heat-altered stones to the west of 
the shovelling floor that was reported in the last 
report, footings of a second plinth was found 
nearby to the north-east.  While the first may 
well be a chimney base, the question is was 
the second? Could this alternatively be a stone 
base supporting some other form of machinery, 
perhaps for dressing or winching?

• When the trench was extended eastwards, the 
character of the ‘pavement’ to the south-east 
also changed, with its eastern and northern 
sides curving upwards; this was another coal 
hopper!  A damaged fire door for the boiler 
firing box was found in the demolition rubble.  
The apparent retention of the coal hopper by 
buttressing it on the downslope side after the 
engine house had been taken down makes no 
functional sense; was this crude retaining wall 
something added by a farmer simply to stop 
collapse endangering stock?

• To the west of the engine house the plinth 
discovered in 2012 proved to be a badly robbed 
but once large and sturdy support for a haystack 
boiler. This included surviving traces of a flue 
surrounding the boiler side; the boiler itself 
was of about 12ft (3.7m) diameter and part of 

a curved supporting wall under its edge was 
found within the plinth.

• Underneath there was an unusually large ash pit, 
set in a pit in the bedrock.  The firebox above 
was stoked from inside the building to the east 
end, where there was a worn-smooth threshold 
just outside the site of an archway through the 
engine house wall.  Raking out was from the 
downslope end to the west; here there was a 
plank for a wheelbarrow set in the floor of a 
pathway with retained sides that led towards the 
hillock edge where ashes were dumped.

• On the south side of the barrow-way the boiler 
plinth had been extended outwards to form a 
second sturdy footing, which was exactly the 
right shape and size for a square chimney for the 
boiler.  Unfortunately, any internal structure for 
the chimney has been robbed away, with the top 
of what remained being two courses too low.

• In the south-west corner of the engine 
house there was doorway into the basement, 
approached by a paved path that followed the 
curving edge of the boiler plinth. At its other 
end the path stepped down into the barrow 
way leading to the hillock edge.  Both path 
and doorway were overlain by a layer or re-
deposited shale derived from digging the pit 
for the north-eastern ash pit, showing that the 
access way for stoking the first boiler was 
abandoned when the new boiler was installed.

• After the western ash pit was abandoned a small 
slab-covered drain was inserted, to take away 
any water that collected in the basement of the 
engine house.

To conclude, the engine house and associated structures 
had one, or more probably two, episodes of substantial 
change while the engine was in use, and later an 
offshut was built after its last boiler was out of use but 
before the building was demolished.  No evidence of 
a postulated potential initial phase on site, where the 
boiler was placed inside the building, has been found.  
Although this cannot be fully discounted, it seems 
much more likely that the first boiler was outside to 
the west, with a square chimney to its far side.  Later, 
there was a replacement boiler erected to the north-east, 
perhaps modified through time with one or possibly 
two associated square chimneys standing here at 
different times.  One thing we don’t know is whether 
the 38 inch engine cylinder was replaced by another of 
40 inches, thus upgrading the engine to make it more 
powerful when a new boiler was installed; alternatively, 
the discrepancy may perhaps just reflect inexact 
measurement on the part of someone.  We never did find 
the 1794 smithy, which must lie close by, but outside the 
area we fenced to dig within.
With the completion of the Watergrove Project, sadly we 
(CH/JB) are now retiring from leading archaeological 
excavations for the Society, handing over to Adam 
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Russell to organise conservation projects.  We hope he 
will be as well supported as we have been in our various 
excavations for the Society from 1999 to 2013.  Some 
of the loyal team are getting a bit long in the tooth (not 
least the two of us); we found the digging day in recent 
years getting shorter and shorter as we were often 
well and truly ‘kn*****ed’ by half way through the 
afternoon; what is now needed is an injection of new 
blood - if this could be you, please do volunteer.

John Barnatt and Chris Heathcote
Project Leaders
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e-Newletter Updates
When the e-Newsletter was first conceived, back in April 
2009, a background tint was chosen as it was believed to 
make it more restful for the eyes for reading on screen.  
However, now that it is being offered as an alternative to 
the printed edition many members wish to print it.
Following a comment made in a Council meeting, 
those receiving the e-Newsletter have recently been 
surveyed for their views on the use of this background 
tint traditionally used on the pages of that edition.  Of 
the responses received 14% chose the present tint, 22% a 
paler tint and 64% preferred a plain white background.
Their preferences are being implemented with effect 
from this issue.

Steve Thompson

Dragline Open Days
The Friends of the St Aidans BE1150 Walking Dragline 
look after the largest preserved walking dragline in 
Western Europe.  This 1200 ton machine with a 25 cubic 
yard bucket could walk at a speed of 5 hours per mile!
There will be four open days during 2014 when you can 
view this magnificent machine at the St Aidans Opencast 
Coal Site, Swillington, Leeds, LS26 8AL.

Saturday the 12th of April
Saturday the 14th of June
Saturday the 13th of September
Sunday the 14th of September

There is free admission, and the site is open between 
2:00pm and 4:00pm.  For more details please contact 
Paul C. Thompson on 07889 286634.

Ivor Brown

Obituary:
Roger W. Mercer, 1932 - 2013.
It is with regret that I have to report that Roger W. 
Mercer passed away in Chesterfield Royal Hospital on 
the 7th of December 2013.
Roger joined the Society in the early days and will be 
remembered with respect by many of our members.  
He was a quietly spoken man, but when he did make a 
comment it was concise and very much to the point.

He became a personal friend of the late Prof. W.A.S. 
(Bill) Sarjeant and myself shortly after starting his 
accountancy career and so it seemed only right and 
proper for him to be asked to audit the (then) new 
Society’s accounts.  This started a long involvement with 
the Society, he was one of our earliest members from the 
1960s. and Hon. Treasurer for 15 years.
It was thanks to Roger’s professional touch that the 
PDMHS coped with the inflation of the late 1960s and 
early 70s, a time when when other societies  found 
themselves  in financial trouble, as subscriptions no 
longer covered expenses.  For many years from 1960 
onwards the Society held the Annual General Meeting 
and Dinner at The Wheatsheaf in Bakewell, and Roger 
would book the venue a year in advance!
Mr & Mrs Harold Sarjeant and myself were kindly 
accommodated for B&B in Roger’s flat after the dinner, 
but on one year Roger was concerned when Harold 
was seen entering Roger’s premises with wine bottles 
protruding from his pockets.  Harold Sarjeant was an 
avid collector of wine labels.  A commendable hobby!
Roger Mercer’s real interest, however, was trams.  He 
was a Founder Member of the National Tramway 
Museum at Crich and spent most of his spare time there.
He will be greatly missed by his many friends and 
colleagues in the Society, the Tramway Museum at Crich 
and the Bakewell Rotary Club.

Ron Tune
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Death and Disease in the Peak and 
Other Past Perils
John Spencer, 2013.  91pp., Austin Macauley Publishers 
Ltd, ISBN 978-1-8496337-9-6.  Paperback £4.99,  
Kindle edition £3.18.
John Spencer is a retired doctor, trained at Sheffield 
University, who has worked in France, the Bahamas, 
Canada, Australia and Derbyshire.  His keen observant 
eye, his sense of history, a reflective mind and his 
love of the Peak District combine in this collection of 
forgotten medical disorders, which were once prevalent 
in this area of Derbyshire.
The first chapter, titled “Dr Buxton’s Challenge”, is 
based upon the text of a memorial plaque in Great 
Longstone church.  “The inhabitants of Longstone and 
its neighbourhood by subscription, caused this tablet 
to be erected to perpetuate the memory of Edward 
Buxton of this place, surgeon and apothecary, formerly 
practising in Bakewell; his professional abilities ever 
ready to assist the poor and needy, shone particularly 
conspicuous during a long epidemical contagion which in 
the year 1820, afflicted this village; when his gratuitously 
administering relief to sooth and subdue the existing woe 
strongly testified his goodness of heart.”  The chapter 
uses Dr Buxton’s work in combating this “epidemical 
contagion” as just one example of the battles between 
doctors and infectious deseases, in the days before the 
discovery of microbes as a cause of illness.
The very next chapter describes “Derbyshire Neck”, 
today known medically as Goitre.  It was first accurately 
descibed in 1602, when William Closes, an English 
physician, wrote a learned paper entitled “A right fruitful 
and approved treatise for the cure of that malady called 
Struma”.  The author describes the detective story to 
understand and treat the condition, but it was less than 
100 years ago that Sir William Osler noted that “it 
occurred most frequently in areas with hard water, high 
in lime and magnesium and low in iodine”.  As recently 
as 1966 it was reported that “15% of the population of 
West Derbyshire had some degree of goitre”.
After sections on Leprosy and the Black Death, we come 
to the almost inevitable chapters:  “The Hazards of Lead 
Mining” and “Murder in the Mines - The Sad Saga of 
Magpie Mine”.  I’m quite sure members of the Society 
will not need to read these chapters!
“Alcohol - The Oldest Tranquiliser” contains some 
interesting anecdotes, and an extract from the poem “The 
Drunken Butcher of Tideswell”.  One tale concerns the 
“Haddon Manacle”, used to punish the reluctant drinker 
who would have one hand raised up and manacled while 
water or ale was poured down his sleeve!
Chapters follow on “Persuasion and Healing”, “Child 
Abuse”, largely referring to work in the mills, “The 
White Death”, “Rabies”, “Of People, Rats and Disease”, 
and, rather surprisingly, “Anorexia Nervosa”.
Many people regard this condition as one of modern, 
affluent, western societies, but the author related the 

tale of the “Derbyshire Damoiselles”, whose behaviour 
created much heated debate in the 17th century.  John 
Reynolds, after staying at Chatsworth House, presented 
a paper to the Royal Society entitled, “A discourse upon 
prodigious Abstinence”.  He described a certain Martha 
Taylor, who ate very little, always looked ill and was 
unnaturally thin and wasted.
This is an interesting little book.  While sparsely 
illustrated, some of the drawings may cause amusement, 
and for a modest cost it offers some entertaining reading.

Steve Thompson

New Members
Please welcome this pleasingly large group of new 
members who have recently joined the Society.

Carry Van Liehout, Beeston, NOTTINGHAM
Paul Raglan, REDRUTH
Marcia Boyce and Keith Howard, FAREHAM
Gary and Joy Noble, Pinxton, NOTTINGHAM
Paul Thompson and Family, ASHBOURNE
Fay Hartley, Little Padfield, GLOSSOP
John Bateman, HALIFAX
Stuart Gillis and Family, BAKEWELL
Wes and Sam Draycott, MANSFIELD
David Sharpe, YOULGREAVE

We hope they will all find their membership of the 
Society both enjoyable and rewarding, and that they will 
play a full part in all the activities of the Society.

Laura Smith

PDMHS Newsletter, July 2014
The deadline for the July edition of the Newsletter is 
Sunday the 1st of June 2014.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee
Registered Charity No 504662

Registered Office:Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR. Tel:  01629 583834

Web Sites:
Society: www.pdmhs.com
Museum: www.peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk
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authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society.
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