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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Membership Renewal 2014 - 2015
Members are reminded that their membership will be 
due for renewal on the 1st of September 2014.
Subscriptions for 2014 - 2015 are as follows: 
 Individual Member: £21.00
 Joint Members: £23.00
 Family Members: £25.00
 Institutional Member: £27.00
A Membership Renewal Form is included with this 
Newsletter, please respond promptly.  You can also 
pay your subscription by Bank Transfer, using the 
Membership Number on your Newsletter mailing label 
as reference.  Please confirm your renewal by email to 
membership@pdmhs.com and treasurer@pdmhs.com.
Please refer to the Renewal Form for full details.

Keith Gregory

90th Birthday Celebration !!!
 Mr and Mrs Alan Mutter would like to invite members 
(and spouses, friends etc.) to Alan’s 90th Anniversary 
Celebration at the Mining Museum, Matlock Bath on 
Wednesday the 24th of September, starting at 7pm.  
Alan, as you will recall, is currently the Society’s 
(slightly) reluctant Hon. Treasurer.
Refreshments will be provided by the ever-stalwart 
team of Robin and Maxine.
Magic lantern entertainment - or perhaps even more  
up-to-date presentations - will be provided by those 
who are willing.
Please let the Museum know in good time  if you will 
be attending to help with planning the catering etc.
Thank you.
Museum Contact: Tel: 01629 583834
   email: mail@peakmines.co.uk

Alan Mutter

Volunteer sought for the Role of 
Public Relations Officer
The Society’s Council wishes to re-establish the role of a 
Public Relations Officer, to help organise and coordinate 
our relationship, and influence, with Society members, 
the general public, and other outside organisations and 
public bodies, especially those sharing similar aims and 
objectives to the Society.  We see this in particular as 
a facilitating role, perhaps matching up members who 
would be willing to give talks to local groups, such as 
local history societies, who contact the Society with such 
a request.  Perhaps you have some relevant experience 
or skill in this area that you could offer to the Society?
Is this a role you might consider undertaking?  If you 
would like to offer your services in this capacity then 
please get in touch with the Hon. Secretary via the Peak 
District Lead Mining Museum, or by email or telephone, 
giving brief details of any specific ideas, skills or 
experience you feel you can bring to the role.
The Public Relations Officer will not be a Director or 
Trustee of the Society, so will have no responsibilities 
under the Companies Act or the Charities Act.
Contact: Tel: 01933 675428
 email: secretary@pdmhs.com
 or via newsletter contact details on Page 16

Steve Thompson
Hon. Secretary

Magpie Site Maintenance
With the coming of drier weather, there is plenty of 
maintenance to be done on the Magpie Site.
If you are free on Sundays and would like to lend a 
hand please get in touch.
Contact: Tel: 01530 810905
 email: magpiebookings@pdmhs.com

Mave Luff

The 2014 AGM and Social Gathering
The 2014 Annual General Meeting and Social Gathering will be held on Saturday the 15th of November 2014 at the 
Peak District Mining Museum in Matlock Bath.  Following discussions in Council we will be using a new format for 
the event this year, and we hope that many more members will attend to participate and enjoy.
The Annual General Meeting will take place at 12:00, followed by an informal Buffet Lunch at 13:00.  At 14:30 the 
afternoon programme of entertainment will commence, with the traditional mixture of illustrated talks, film shows, etc.
Finalised details, including the cost of the buffet, the  menu, and details of the afternoon entertainment, will be 
published in the October issue of the Newsletter, together with a booking form for you to use.

Robin Hall
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Meets List:  Summer - Autumn 2014
Please Note:  If you would like to come along on any of 
the meets it would be helpful if you could please phone, 
text or email the leader, it is useful to know how many 
are planning to attend, and how many will be wanting 
food afterwards.  Thank you.

July 2014

1:  The Heritage of Samuel Oldknow
Saturday 19th July 2014.  Leader: Dave Williams, meet 
at 10:30am at the Roman Lakes Leisure Park, Marple.
For details of the park see www.romanlakes.co.uk
The postcode (for GPS) is SK6 7HB
In the morning we will meet Bob Humphrey-Taylor of 
the Mellor Archaeological Trust at the Roman Lakes.  
He will lead us on a tour of the current excavations at 
Samuel Oldknow’s Mellor Mill.  The ground is likely to 
be uneven and boots are advisable.
This mill was at its peak in 1804 when it operated 
10,080 spindles and employed 550 hands.  It was 
powered by a colossal waterwheel directly fed from 
the Roman Lakes.  Later this was replaced as a power 
source by several steam engines.  The mill was burnt out 
in 1892.
The Leisure Park has a Tearoom and also facilities for 
picnicking.
After lunch, those who require more exercise will be 
led on a walk to explore the 16 lock rise and aqueduct 
on the Peak Forest Canal at Marple.  This canal was 
Oldknow’s transport system to link his quarries around 
Doveholes, the Peak Forest Tramway to Bugsworth and 
his limekilns and cotton mill at Marple with the rest of 
the country.
Reference: “The Peak Forest Canal and Tramway” 

by Grahame Boyes and Brian Lamb, 
published recently by the Railway and 
Canal Historical Society.

August 2014

2:  Heritage Walk - Bonsall Area
Tuesday 12th August 2014.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the car park at the top of the Clatterway.
This walk will take us over Masson Hill looking at 
mines there, such as Dark Holes, Kirklands Spar Holes, 
the Great Masson Cavern, High Loft, Dale, King, 
Gentlewomen’s and several others.
Optional food and drink at the King’s Head, Bonsall 
afterwards.

3:  Heritage Walk - Stanton In The Peak
Tuesday 26th August 2014.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Flying Childers, Stanton in the Peak.
A chance to go and have a look at the mines in the 
Stanton area, including the impressive Kirk Meadow 
Engine Shaft, Amos Cross Shaft, Blythe Mine, the 

course of Shining Sough, the old lime kiln and the site of 
Stanton Chert Quarry.
Optional food and drink afterwards at the Flying 
Childers, Stanton in the Peak.

September 2014
4:  Mining Heritage Walk - Magpie Mine, 
Sheldon
Tuesday 2nd September 2014.  Leader: Tony Wood, 
meet at 6.30pm at the Cock and Pullet Inn, Sheldon.

We will be taking a walk around the fantastic Magpie 
Mine site, which will give new members the opportunity 
to explore the site and learn something about its history.

Optional food and drink at the Cock and Pullet, Sheldon 
afterwards.

5:  Heritage Day
Saturday 13th September 2014

This year’s Heritage Day will be held at Magpie Mine, 
Sheldon.  As usual there will be tours of the mine site 
and refreshments on offer.  If any one would like to offer 
their assistance in the running of the event then please 
contact Tony Wood using the details below.

6:  Underground Meet - Pretoria Chert 
Mine
Tuesday 16th September 2014.  Leader: Tony Wood, 
meet 7.00pm at the lay-by near Lady Manners School

Another opportunity to explore this fascinating mine, 
with its impressive pack-walls, artefacts and, in places, 
more holes than rock!  This is an easy grade, dry trip, 
which is suitable for novices.  Boiler suit or old clothes 
will be fine.  Access into the mine involves a 15ft (5m) 
fixed ladder climb, so a belt or helmet mounted light is 
essential. The passages are mostly large walking size, 
which are steeply inclined in places. There is an optional 
short crawl which leads into another section of the mine, 
with a colourful surprise at the end!  It is well worth 
bringing a camera.  The party size is limited to 8 plus 
the leader.  Preference will be given to Society members 
who have not visited this mine before.  For more details 
and to book your place(s) please contact Tony Wood.

Reference:  “Hard Times: A History of the 
Derbyshire Chert Industry” by 
Gordon Bowering and Roger Flindall.     
Mining History Vol. 13, No 5. 

7:  Underground Meet - Rookery Black 
Marble Mine
Tuesday 30th September 2014.  Leader: Tony Wood, 
meet 7.00pm opposite Ashford in the Water church.

Another opportunity to visit this popular Derbyshire 
mine which, if you have never visited it before, is quite 
extensive, easy to explore and totally different to a 
typical Derbyshire lead mine.
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It is an easy grade evening trip, dry apart from a few 
puddles. The majority of the passages are of walking 
size, making it an ideal novice trip, but it is also 
of interest to experienced mine explorers.  Access 
conditions limit the party size to 15 including the 
leader.  For those Society members and guests attending 
this meet there will be a unique opportunity to view a 
genuine historic item made from Ashford Black Marble.

This is another limited numbers trip, so to book your 
place(s) or for further details please contact Tony Wood.
Reference: “Derbyshire Black Marble” by J 

M Tomlinson (PDMHS Special 
Publication No 4, 1996).

October 2014
8:  Underground Meet - Devonshire 
Cavern
Tuesday 14th October 2014.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
at 7.00pm at the Pavilion Car Park, Matlock Bath.
Note:  this is a limited numbers trip, please contact Tony 
Wood to reserve your place(s).
A chance to visit one of Matlock Bath’s old show 
caverns which opened to the public in 1824, with the 
opportunity to visit the impressive main chamber. Then 
we will continue down into the workings of the Coal Pit 
Rake, and be able to take a look at the remains of a vat 
which was once used to wash the mineral.
Optional food and drink at the Boat Inn, Cromford 
afterwards.

9:  Barmote Event.
This year’s Barmote event will take place on Wednesday 
the 15th of October 2014 at the Lead Mining Museum in 
Matlock Bath. The event will begin at 11.00am prompt. 
There will be two presentations; this will be followed by 
the presentation of clay pipes to the new members.  Food 
and drink will be provided.
As usual new members will receive their own personal 
invitations, others will need to phone or call in at the 
Lead Mining Museum to indicate the numbers attending 
and requiring food.

10:  Underground Meet - Masson Cavern
Tuesday 28th October 2014.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
7.00 pm at the Peak District Lead Mining Museum, 
Matlock Bath.
Another Society visit to this ever popular, extensive, 
part natural, part mined complex.  If you have not been 
before you are in for a treat.  In brief, there are large and 
impressive natural caverns, it is full of interest, from 
very early woodpecker pickwork to hand picked coffin 
levels and relatively modern mining artefacts.  It is 
interesting from both the geological and mineralization 
perspectives.  Well worth bringing a camera.
With thanks to the Heights of Abraham for permitting 
access to the Masson Cavern system via the Show Cave.

Reference: “Lead Mining in the Peak District” 
edited by T D Ford and J H Rieuwerts 
(2000 edition).

November 2014
11:  Underground Meet - Holme Bank 
Chert Mine, Bakewell.
Tuesday 11th November 2014.  Leader: Tony Wood, 
meet at 7.00pm in Holme Lane, Bakewell.
This is an easy, dry through trip. Most of the passages 
are large and of walking size, although there are some 
sections requiring stooping and a couple of easy 
scrambles.  The mine is quite extensive, with over 2 
miles of passages, and is an ideal novice trip.  It is well 
worth bringing a camera.
The size of the party size is not limited.  Access is by 
kind permission of Oldfield Design, Bakewell.
Reference:  “Hard Times: A History of the 

Derbyshire Chert Industry” by 
Gordon Bowering and Roger Flindall.     
Mining History Vol. 13, No 5. 

Coming Up:
A series of surface walks and underground meets will be 
arranged to take us through the winter months, and these 
will be announced in the October Newsletter.
Please keep a regular check on the Society’s website

www.pdmhs.com
for any change in the circumstances of these meets.
All of these meets are highly recommended.  Buffets 
afterwards are optional and cost between £3.50 and £4.00

Contact Details:
Tony 07891 276668
email:  meets@pdmhs.com  (Please state in the 

title that the message is for Tony.)
Tony Wood

A New Generation of Researchers?
Usually when I am doing research in the Derbyshire 
Record Office a lunch break is a pretty quick business 
before getting back to the documents...
Not so recently though, thanks to meeting a couple of 
interesting researchers, both studying different aspects of 
the lead mining industry.  One is working towards a PhD 
in the Geography department of Nottingham University, 
and the other is conducting research for a PhD in the 
History department of Lancaster University.
We had a very long and wide ranging discussion about 
lead mining research (in which I, as always, complained 
that 99.9% of all known researchers are 60 or over!), but 
some exciting ideas were bounced about regarding the 
research opportunities that the industry can present for 
many areas of the academic community.
Watch this space, or some space or other !!!

Steve Thompson

mailto:meets%40pdmhs.com?subject=
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 49
Dunsley Springs Level (Yulecheese Level), 
Via Gellia, Derbyshire, SK 1719 5710
In Jan 2007 (PDMHS Newsletter 121) we reported that

‘at regular intervals along the level there are 
carefully and deeply carved measurements, each done 
with the point of a pick or round chisel.  These were 
almost certainly executed when the mine was active, 
or being re-assessed, in conjunction with a survey of 
the length of the level.  They are at 20 yard intervals 
and each has a small adjacent picked hollow which is 
presumably the measured survey station.  They start 
at number 20 and the last is at 260; only number 60 
could not be found.  There should also have been 
one at 280 if the sequence had been continued to the 
winze at the end of the level but this does not appear 
to exist.  The author has never seen a comparable 
example elsewhere and one is left wondering why 
someone went to so much trouble?  Was there a 
dispute over how far the level had been driven and 
thus perhaps how much someone was to be paid?  
Was someone trying to determine exactly where 
the end of the level was in relation to mine features 
at surface and was anal about their recording or 
alternatively needed to demonstrate this distance to a 
second party?  We will probably never know’.

This c.280m long level has recently been revisited 
and measurements taken between each of the distance 
marks.  The table below shows the straight-line distances 
between each of the marked ‘picked hollows’, and 
which side of the passage they were made (looking from 
entrance to forefield).  They were measured by us in 
metres and the imperial equivalent that was no doubt 
used by the distance mark creators is also given. Number 
‘40’ is imperfectly made, with only the ‘picked hollow’ 
and 0 clearly visible, while the ‘60’ has only a ‘picked 
hollow’ in a part of the passage where the wall has a 
shallow alcove.

Between Marks Side Metres Imperial
Entrance to 20 Right (15.15m)  (16yd 1ft 9in )
20 to 40 Right 18.45m  20yd 0ft 10in
40 to 60 Right 18.00m  19yd 2ft 0in
60 to 80 Left 18.70m  20yd 1ft 4in
80 to 100 Left 18.65m  20yd 1ft 2in
100 to 120 Left 18.95m  20yd 2ft 2in
120 to 140 Left 18.97m  20yd 2ft 3in
140 to 160 Left 18.53m  20yd 0ft 9in
160 to 180 Left 18.70m  20yd 1ft 4in
180 to 200 Left 18.67m  20yd 1ft 3in
200 to 220 Right 18.77m  20yd 1ft 7in
220 to 240 Right 18.70m  20yd 1ft 4in
240 to 260 Right 18.96m  20yd 2ft 2in
260 to forefield n/a (36.40m)  (39yd 2ft 5in )

The measurements illustrate that there is significant 
variation in the distances between each of the marked 
points; the short one at the entrance was taken by 
us from where the roof starts today, but the original 
measurement may have been from further out, where 
the rock sides began (now buried).  While the other 
distances between marked points are each close enough 
to say with confidence the carved numbers represent 
yards, there are significant differences between the 
intervals marked, the discrepancy varying between 1ft 
less than 20 yards and 2ft 3in more.  It is difficult to 
escape the conclusion that the measurements were paced 
rather than measured with a chain or other surveying 
device.  The natural pace is usually significantly less 
than one yard and taking artificially long strides as an 
estimate of a yard is a notoriously inaccurate way of 
measuring.
The carved numbers often have serifs, particularly on the 
first ones and twos of each number, suggesting they have 
some age (or the person doing the carving was the sort 
who naturally added flourish).  We are still no wiser as to 
why the numbers were carved. 

Measuring: John Barnatt, Nick Willers, Ian Smith, 
Rod Dalton, John Hunter and Adam Russell

Reported: John Barnatt.

Speedwell Mine, Castleton, Derbyshire, 
SK 1392 8274
During recent surveying trips into Speedwell Mine by 
Wayne Sheldon and Phil Wolstenholme, assisted by 
other TSG members, a number of interesting artefacts 
have been discovered.
Ongoing surveying and digging work in the ‘Pit Props 
Passage’ pipeworkings, roughly coincident with the 
line of New Rake (see Observations and Discoveries 
part 47), recently uncovered a small extension of mined 
passage, sadly ending at a forefield after a few metres, 
as did a short branch passage.  At the junction was a 
miner’s pick-head, with a small fragment of the wooden 
handle remaining, along with a stub of miner’s candle 
with the wick protruding sitting on a low wall of deads.  
Both items are estimated to date to around 1790, when 
documented ore-producing work in this area of the mine 
ceased.  The pick-head has been retrieved, cleaned and 
placed in the display cabinet in the Speedwell shop.
On an exploratory visit last year into ‘Pit Top Passage’, 
which lies high above the visitor platform in the 
‘Bottomless Pit’ on Faucet Rake, a row of what appeared 
to be brass buttons was discovered, laid neatly in a 
line atop a small packwall at the side of the passage, 
corresponding with the spacing they might have had 
when attached to a garment such as a waistcoat.  These 
were recently retrieved, along with the remaining 
small fragments of fabric and thread, following which 
they were carefully cleaned and analysed.  There 
was a documented visit to the passage in 1921 by the 
Derbyshire Pennine Club and Arthur Ollerenshaw, 
the then showcave owner, further evidenced by their 
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graffitied signatures on the passage wall, along with 
more recent visits by explorers in the 1990s; all appear 
to have walked past the buttons without seeing them, or 
at least not noting them.
Examination of the fabric remnants revealed the 
following detail. Firstly, the woollen thread used to 
make the cloth was hand-spun worsted and the fabric 
was woven on a hand loom, as evidenced by the relative 
looseness of the spin and weave.  The use of hand-spun 
thread would suggest that the fabric was woven before 
about 1800 as mechanical spinning had largely replaced 
hand spinning by this date.  Secondly, some of the 
threads were noted to be a maroon red while others were 
undyed, so there would have been a pattern to the cloth, 
possibly stripes.  Some threads had a green colouring but 
this is thought to be staining from the corrosion products 
of the buttons.  The fabric would have been similar to 
Welsh flannel, and due to its open weave would have 
been used for a shirt or waistcoat rather than an outer 
garment; a coat would have been made from a heavier, 
felted woollen fabric for better weatherproofing.

Cleaning the corrosion layer off one of the buttons 
showed that it was of two-piece construction, with a 
front and back plate soldered together and capturing a 
wire shank in a raised dome on the backplate.  The front 
plate had a decorative milled edge and a slightly silvery 
sheen.  An online identification site for archaeological 
finds (http://www.bravodigs.org/artifact.html) suggested 
buttons of this type dated to the second half of the 18th 
century.  X-Ray Fluorescence analysis of a button gave 
a result of 65% copper, 20% zinc, 10% tin, and 5% lead.  
Excluding the tin, the percentages of zinc and lead are 
what would be expected for a typical leaded brass.  The 
presence of the tin was initially surprising, but given the 
silvery sheen and some white corrosion products noted 
before cleaning, the buttons may have been dipped in tin, 
which would have given them the appearance of silver.
Given the above, it is most likely that the garment was a 
waistcoat, dating to some point after the 1760s, and was 
relatively showy.  A “poor man’s” garment of the time 
would have been wholly undyed wool and would have 

had buttons of horn, wood or leather.  Although it was 
probably placed on the packwall when taken off by a 
miner at work, it seems odd that it was not retrieved and 
we can only speculate as to why its owner never came 
back for it.
Special thanks to Therese Squires for examination of the 
fabric remains and Applied Inspection Ltd./Martin Long 
for XRF analysis of the buttons.

Reported: Phil Wolstenholme and Adam Russell

Gentlewomans Pipe Engine Shaft, Masson 
Hill, Matlock, Derbyshire SK 2887 5914
This shaft is located on a prominent hillock above 
the track leading from Salter’s Lane to the Heights of 
Abraham.  The field it is located in has recently been 
cleared of the heavy scrub cover that formerly obscured 
much of the detail of the site.  The capped shaft is located 
towards the rear of the hillock, which is about 10m across 
and has a drystone retaining wall built on the downslope 
side.  The hillock has been slightly terraced into the 
hillside on the upslope side, and it has a level circular top.  
Downslope there are further hillocks, but these have been 
disturbed, possibly by the creation of a limekiln shown on 
old large-scale Ordnance Survey maps.
The shaft cap prevented inspection of the shaft itself 
though it is recorded as being 2.4m by 1m in cross-
section (Flindall et. al. 1982), but its location within 
the hillock offset from the centre of the flat circular top 
is what would be expected had there been a cog-and-
rung horse gin in the past.  Furthermore, the presence 
of a retaining wall suggests there was a need to prevent 
slumping of the hillock material on the downslope side, 
or to keep the hillock top level.  Records in the National 
Archives relating to a dispute in 1638 (Rieuwerts 
2010, p.157) mention that around £100 was spent on 
installing pumps and an engine on Gentlewoman’s Pipe 
after a natural stream which had previously drained the 
workings was stopped up by another group of miners.  
Although the exact nature of this equipment was not 
specified, a large horse-powered rag and chain pump 
is a likely candidate and the surface remains at this site 
would fit with one formerly having been sited at this 
location.

Present: Adam Russell, Ted the Terrierist
Reported: Adam Russell

References
Flindall, R. Swain, J. & Hayes, A.  1981  A survey 
of the Masson cave-cum-mine complex, Matlock.  
Bull. PDMHS 8.2, pp. 103-108.
Rieuwerts, J.  2010  Lead Mining in Derbyshire: 
History, Development & Drainage. 3: Elton to the 
Via Gellia. Ashbourne: Horizon Press.

High Rake or Winkery Weeley Mine, 
Monyash, Derbyshire, SK 147 648
Alongside the road from Monyash to Parsley Hay is 
an area of waste ground with substantial hillocks on it, 
which is heavily overgrown.  The mine was worked in 

Three views of one of the buttons from Speedwell Mine
Photo: Steve Thompson
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the 18th century under the name Winkery Weeley, and 
re-opened in the early 20th century by the Millington 
family of Monyash who renamed it High Rake.  During 
his conversations with Jim Rieuwerts, the late Charles 
Millington recalled that the shaft was fitted with a cage 
and conductors; presumably this was worked using a 
small horizontal winding engine.
During a brief examination, although obscured by dead 
vegetation it was noted that there are the remains of a 
number of structures on the site.  There was one made 
of brick and about 10m long by 4m wide, set into the 
ground, with two external ‘channels’ at one end; this 
may have been a small reservoir to hold water for 
dressing or to supply an engine boiler.  Immediately 
adjacent to this is a ruined three-bayed stone structure, 
containing a large stone block that may have been the 
mounting for machinery.  These structures are shown on 
the 1922 twenty-five inch to the mile Ordnance Survey 
map, but not on any previous or subsequent editions.  
The probable shaft location is in a large rubbish-filled 
hollow at the edge of the hillocks which was not closely 
investigated for safety reasons; Jim Rieuwerts recalls the 
shaft being capped with wooden sleepers (pers. comm.) 
and if this is still the case they may be in a dangerous 
state.
Further along the line of the vein, in the next field to the 
west, there is a well-preserved beehive cap covering a 
small shaft.
This site would repay clearance work to better reveal 
the remains; to this end I am making enquiries as to 
ownership with a view to it being a future Conservation 
Team project.

Reported: Adam Russell
Reference

Rieuwerts, J.  2003  The lead mines within the 
liberties of Flagg, Monyash and Ashford Southside.  
Unpublished report, Peak District National Park 
Authority, Cultural Heritage Team archive, Bakewell.

Pit Props Passage:  Sediment Mining 
and the Miners’ Walkway beyond the 
Main Canal, Speedwell Mine, Castleton, 
SK 1392 8274
A further visit to the large natural passage above ‘Pit 
Props Passage’ where lead-rich sediments were mined 
(see Observations and Discoveries 47, Newsletter 149 
- Jan. 2014) has clarified one aspect of interpretation.  
Careful visual examination and probing has shown 
that the upper end of this passage has more compacted 
sediments in the roof and walls than superficial 
inspection suggested (to JB; RS was proven to be right).
What is now clear is that there was no open passage 
descending to here from above that miners followed 
to the present spacious top passage.  The large open 
passage was dug entirely by miners removing sediments 
as they came from below, following the natural passage 
up from where mineralisation was intersected at the 

southern end of ‘Pit Props Passage’ at the canal horizon.  
Presumably they stopped taking the sediments, which 
had fully filled the passage at this point, because the 
galena nuggets had so decreased in quantity as to make 
extraction uneconomic.
The compacted clays, sands and gravels in this part of 
the passage had many angular pieces of barytes as well 
as a few lead nuggets, both derived from a relatively 
short distance further up the now sediment-filled 
passage.  One well-worn sandstone cobble was noted 
that had ultimately come from surface, brought here by a 
once-active cave stream.

The cave passage is clearly a significant inlet from 
surface, long inactive because newer cave passages, 
following different routes, captured the stream as the 
limestone/shale interface retreated northwards.  This 
now-choked passage indeed may be part of what miners 
called ‘Hourdlo Stile Pipe’ or another ‘pipe’ nearby, but 
what is now clear is that mine workings descending from 
surface and others coming up from canal level never 
met at this point.  Thus, it seems likely that the ore from 
the ascending sediment mining was measured by the 
Barmaster as from New Rake rather than the Hourdlo 
mine.
On the same April 2014 trip into the mine, the main 
streamway was also followed upstream.  Between the 
‘Whirlpool’ where the canal ended, and the ‘Boulder 
Piles’ where ore was dropped from the ‘Leviathan’ area 
of New Rake, it has long been known that the miners has 
a raised timber walkway over the steam.  There remain 
frequent stemple eyes and slots on the passage sides for 
the floor supports.  Their height above the streamway 
floor varies from roughly knee to waist height, while in 
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contrast the height of the roof above the stemples was 
relatively constant, with the passage being of stooping 
height above the false floor.  Thus, the main criterion for 
the positioning of the floor was to maximize the height 
above the stream, while keeping the usable ‘level’ at 
a serviceable height.  To maintain this, it appears that 
there would be places along the passage where the floor 
dropped quite steeply over short distances (although no 
clear cut cases of stemple notches stepping downwards 
were observed), rather than the floor having a constant 
gentle gradient from beginning to end.  If this is true, 
then it seems likely that ore was transported in the late-
18th century using wheelbarrows or sleds rather than on 
a tramway.
In one place there was also a line of stemples running 
vertically upwards from the false-floor level to relatively 
close to the roof; currently the explanation for this is not 
known.
Ideally, to further investigate the provisional 
observations made here, someone in the future should 
make a detailed record of these stemple notches, plotted 
on a metrically accurate elevation of the streamway 
passage.

Present: John Barnatt, Richard Shaw, 
Andy Tickle and Phil Wolstenholme.

Reported: John Barnatt

Shaft on Gregory Vein, Ravensnest, near 
Ashover, Derbyshire. SK 348,618
A shaft previously thought destroyed has reappeared 
on land near Overton.  The area was once used as a 
fluorspar tip and had been bulldozed after the operation 
ceased, leading to the assumption that all shafts noted 
in the area were lost.  The tenant of the land suggested 
a quick look prior to the DCC shaft capping team 
making it safe.  The shaft top had been covered by 
sturdy timbers, which had obviously decayed, revealing 
a shaft 5m deep to water.  A rough plumbing gave 
about 3m of water to a blockage.  The gritstone ginging 
was in good condition, and very similar to another 
shaft further along the vein.  Documents show a second 
shaft in the area, so a rough position was determined 
for further investigation.  Please note that the shaft is 
on private land.

Present: Martin Long, Scott Humphries, Steve Nash.
Reported: Martin Long

Making your contribution to Observations 
and Discoveries
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 email:  observations@pdmhs.com

Ford’s Cavern
Members will be delighted to hear that the large top 
cavern above Pit Props Passage (described above in 
“Observations and Discoveries”), with its deposits of 
mineral-rich sediments, has now been officially named 
“Ford’s Cavern” by Clive Westlake, who discovered 
the passage in c.1985.
The name has been bestowed upon the cavern to 
honour Trevor D Ford’s rich contributions to the 
exploration and understanding of the Speedwell Mine 
system, and his more than sixty years of invaluable 
geological work.
I’m sure members of the Society, as well as all those 
involved in the ongoing explorations in Speedwell 
Mine, will join together in congratulating Trevor on 
this honour.

Steve Thompson
(With thanks to Phil Wolstenholme for this information.)

Forthcoming Exhibitions at the   
Peak District Lead Mining Museum
“Stone and Water”, 
7th June to 27th July.
This exhibition, co-curated by the Peak District Lead 
Mining Museum and Olivia Punnett, features the work 
of five artists; Eddy Dreadnought, Sarah Pennington, 
Silvia Champion, Olivia Punnett and Sian Williams.
Through the works exhibited here the artists explore 
themes of “Place” and the ways in which Stone and 
Water interact to create the identity of the spa town 
of Matlock Bath.  The artwork compliments the Lead 
Mining Museum’s collections, which include thousands 
of geological specimens and curiosities relating to the 
spa heritage of Matlock Bath, as well as those relating to 
local mineral mining.
The exhibition will be held in the Pump Room, and 
admission will be free of charge.
For more information see:

www.peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk/
news/31-stone-and-water-exhibition

“The Great War Centenary Exhibition” 
9th August to 7th September.
This exhibition is being organised jointly by Matlock 
Bath Parish Council and the Peak District Lead Mining 
Museum, with input from members of the general public 
in the local community.  It is the intention that material 
of this exhibition will provide a basis for a permanent 
display in the Memorial Gardens at Matlock Bath
This exhibition will also be held in the Pump Room, and 
once again admission will be free of charge.
Look out for further details online in the near future:

www.peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk/news/
Steve Thompson

mailto:observations%40pdmhs.com?subject=
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Opportunities Knock !!!
A small group of Council members have met recently 
to consider some of the challenges that face the Society.  
The need for a review was originally prompted by the 
difficulty in getting volunteers for Council positions.  
Taken alongside concerns about a fall in membership, it 
is perhaps understandable that quite a lot of discussion 
took place regarding the reversal of that trend.
Seven flip chart pages and fifty-three Post-It notes 
later, the ‘Strategy’ sub-committee can report a useful 
afternoon of discussion at their first meeting.
A number of themes developed during our couple of 
hours together.  It was impossible to cover every aspect 
of the life of the Society; our relationship with the 
Museum was identified as a significant item for future 
discussion.
The initial results can be grouped under three main 
headings: firstly some suggestions about how we engage 
with prospective members, secondly how we engage 
with, and encourage engagement between existing 
members, and thirdly how we engage with outside 
bodies and other groups.
Some of our initial discussion concerned the wider 
changes in society that are affecting all voluntary 
groups, ranging from questions about a risk-averse 
culture to a lack of awareness of mining and our mining 
heritage, perhaps as a result of the virtual extinction of 
the industry in the UK, from most people’s perspective 
at least.

Prospective members
We felt that in general, people find us, rather than us 
finding them.  This was perhaps the key issue to come 
from the session.  Notwithstanding the efforts of various 
Society projects and the Museum, we felt that there 
were opportunities to reach out to potential members, 
through such things as talks to local groups, engagement 
with organisations such as the University of the Third 
Age (U3A), the greater use of interpretation boards, and 
perhaps the opportunity to open up our excellent surface 
walks to a wider audience.
In many ways we have a compelling proposition 
for new members: the chance to explore old mines, 
with distinctive differences to a cave environment, to 
undertake practical work, to learn about history and 
geology, and to spend time in a beautiful part of the 
country.
The potential for local history groups as fertile recruiting 
grounds was mentioned; their membership often shares 
similar interests to those of the Society and these groups 
seem to be something of a growth area. The appointment 
of a Public Relations Officer to co-ordinate this activity 
would be sensible.
We felt that the Society had some virtually ready-made 
resources for illustrated talks, so providing the raw 
material for volunteers willing to give presentations to 
other groups should not be difficult.

The use of social media, particularly (but not 
exclusively) for a younger audience, was also 
highlighted.  Facebook is widely used by other groups 
and we felt it was worthy of consideration.  Much of our 
engagement with potential young members was likely 
to be geared around underground exploration; there was 
perhaps some potential for links with Activity Centres 
who were already offering this type of introductory 
experience.  However, of course, the real challenge 
would be how we manage the transition to fully-fledged 
mine explorers.

Existing members
We identified a number of opportunities to improve 
the social coherence and interaction between different 
groups of members.
Recognising that there are often physical limits on the 
number of members who can be involved in any one 
activity or project, we felt it was important to provide 
some opportunities for groups to meet and interact.  
Activities as diverse as a regular pub night or a coach 
tour to another mining area (Weardale or Snailbeach for 
example) were suggested.  Some members may remember 
the Groovefests held at Magpie; these might best be 
described as offering a great opportunity for members to 
meet and enjoy an eclectic celebration of our common 
interests.  Where else could you take part in a hand-
drilling competition, enjoy a barbecue and bonfire, and 
take a trip down a mine wearing fancy-dress?
Renewal of existing groups was considered to be 
difficult to achieve without a determined effort on the 
part of those involved.  However, without an opportunity 
to share skills and experience, the effectiveness of new 
groups is constrained.
A register to allow members to link up with others 
with a particular interest, subject to the necessary data 
protection issues would be useful in this regard.  We 
know that a number of members don’t have transport, 
so arrangements to facilitate car-sharing for meets (both 
formal and informal) might also be useful.
The use of social media was again discussed as a way of 
helping members to interact.

Engagement with outside groups
The Museum is adjacent to a World Heritage site 
(Derwent Valley Mills) and we wondered what 
opportunity there might be for developing contacts with 
that organisation.
We thought that it would be useful to build stronger 
links with Activity Centres (see above), particularly 
those offering underground trips, as well as building on 
existing relationships with caving clubs.
PDMHS is not the only group involved in mine 
exploration and history in the Peak District and we 
believe that there are complementary opportunities for 
us all.  In many cases members belong to more than one 
organisation so there is perhaps some opportunity for 
greater co-operation.
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Public lectures, shared with another organisation or 
offering a topic of broader interest might also bring a 
new audience into contact with the Society.
The Society has a strong record of mining history 
research, so improving links with academia may also 
offer potential.
A number of our members belong to professional bodies 
such as the Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining, 
and it may be worth putting a flyer with information 
about the Society into their publications.
In several cases we felt that some expenditure would 
be justified for additional publicity material and 
interpretation boards; there was also some discussion 
about moving the Society website to a content 
management system, to enable a wider group to add 
material and relieve some of the work load on our 
existing web-mistress.

Next Steps
We didn’t want the output of our discussion to be long 
on problems and short on answers, so here are a few 
practical ‘next steps’.
We would like to re-establish the role of a Public 
Relations Officer, to help organise and coordinate our 
interaction with the general public and other groups 
and organisations.  Is this a role you could undertake?  
We see this as a ‘facilitating role’, perhaps matching 
up members who would be willing to give talks with 
local groups who request one.  Perhaps you have some 
relevant experience or skill in this area that you could 
offer to the Society?  If you would like to know more 
about this opportunity, or the others below, please get in 
touch via secretary@pdmhs.com.
Would you be willing to meet up with other members in 
your area, say once a month?  Is this something that you 
could arrange?
Would you be willing to share your interest in mining 
history with others?  Would you be prepared to give a 
talk to a local group if we provided some resources?  If 
you are a member of another group for whom this would 
be of interest, please let us know.
Copies of the current Mining Museum/Society leaflet 
are to be circulated, so that all members have some 
marketing material to pass to friends and acquaintances.  
If every member recruited one other person, we’d double 
our membership.  If we are only successful in 25% of 
cases we’d still have a significant increase in numbers.  
Please ask if you’d like additional leaflets.  Plans are 
being made for a coach visit, with details to follow in 
due course.
We are keen to receive feedback from the wider 
membership on these observations. If there are aspects of 
the Society’s life that you feel warrant further discussion 
please get in touch. Thanks go to those members who 
took the trouble to provide thought-provoking inputs 
to the process and to those who gave up their time to 
consider how we go forward to strengthen PDMHS.

Nick Willers

Membership Secretary
In Newsletter No. 150, April 2014, we announced that 
we were seeking a volunteer to take over the important 
role of Membership Secretary.
I’m sure that members will be pleased to hear that a 
willing volunteer came forward, and that at the Council 
meeting on Friday the 2nd of May the members of 
Council formally ratified the co-option of Keith Gregory 
as Membership Secretary.
On behalf of the Society I would like to thank Laura 
Smith for her invaluable work in this role.

Steve Thompson
Hon. Secretary

New Members
Please welcome the following people who have been 
accepted as new members of the Society recently.

Michael and Amanda Maskrey, STOCKPORT
Prof. Georgina Endfield, NOTTINGHAM

I’m sure we all hope that they will find their membership 
of the Society an enjoyable and rewarding experience.

Keith Gregory

Hidden Earth 2014
Hidden Earth 2014, the National Caving Conference and 
Exhibition, will be held at Leek High School, Springfield 
Road, LEEK, ST13 6EU from Friday the 26th to Sunday 
the 28th of September.
Subject to confirmation, PDMHS Conservation Officer, 
Adam Russell, is planning to present a talk provisionally 
entitled “Dirty Old Mines Need Love Too”.  In this talk 
he intends to look at issues concerning the  conservation 
and archaeology of the underground mining heritage as 
they affect cavers and mine explorers.
For more details of the conference programme, or to 
book your place at the conference, please refer to the 
Hidden Earth website:

http://hidden-earth.org.uk/index.html
Steve Thompson

Scanning Old Newsletters
During the last year I have also been working with 
Dave Williams on a project to scan older issues of the 
Newsletters.  We have been working our way backwards 
and we have now reached Issue No. 30, April 1984.
Where possible these are scanned with Optical Character 
Recognition (OCR) to scan them to computer-readable, 
computer-searchable PDF files.  Sometimes, however, 
because of printing artefacts some words may not be 
recognised in a search.  As we proceed further back in 
time it is likely that print quality issues will mean that 
OCR scanning is not appropriate, and we will then have 
to resort to scanning them as image PDF files which will 
have to be read, and searched, in the traditional manner.

Steve Thompson
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Obituary
Sadly we have two obituaries in this issue.  Margaret 
Howard was a long standing active member and 
supporter of the Society, whereas Keith Joule, while 
not a member, will be known to those of us active in 
underground exploration as a dedicated stalwart of the 
Derbyshire Cave Rescue Organisation.

Margaret Howard (née May), 1932 - 2014

Margaret was born in Derby and epitomised the saying 
Derbyshire born Derbyshire bred, strong in the arm and 
quick in the head.
From an early age she enjoyed walking in the Peak 
District and soon was fascinated with the underground, 
both caves and mines.  She married a caver, John 
Oakley, who was a member of Op Mole, based at 
Oxclose Mine; the marriage was short lived.  She came 
to Magpie with Reg Howard and both were soon regular 
attendees at the Field Centre.
Margaret was an active member going on and leading 
walks, the classic being Margaret’s “Uphill Walk”.  
As Harry Parker said “We started out from Wensley 
walking uphill and walked uphill all day back to the 
start.”  Margaret served on the Society Committee and 
wrote several articles for the Bulletin, one of which 
(R. Buckley and M. Howard, Greensward Mine and its 
Pumps, Monyash, Derbyshire, Mining History Vol. 12 
No. 6.) was awarded The Ford Award for 1996, jointly 
with Roy Buckley.
Margaret knew Nellie Kirkham through going on her 
walks, and played no little part in persuading Nellie to 
get involved with the Society.  Through other contacts, 
Roy Buckley and Frank Sheen, Margaret was involved 
in obtaining the Society its first powered winch, 
complete with a 750 foot brand new cable.

Reg and Margaret moved to Hampshire, married and had 
four children.  Margaret kept in touch with members of 
the Society and on her divorce in the late 1970s moved 
back to Derbyshire with  the children.  Then began a 
nomadic period moving about Derbyshire, staying in 
Sawmills, Oker and Bonsall.  The children moved away, 
except that Tim and Margaret finally settled in a small 
cottage in Bonsall.
She became one of the first “Silver Surfers”, using the 
internet not only for research but to keep in touch with 
members and friends.  Life is cruel and with failing eye 
sight and hearing Margaret had to leave her beloved 
Bonsall and move back down south to be cared for by 
her daughter and family.  She managed to remain in 
touch and a member in spite of failing health, and passed 
away in March.
Most of her family are members of the Society, and Tim 
is a great supporter at the Field Centre.
A Service of Thanksgiving for Margaret’s life was held 
at the Wessex Vale Crematorium, Hampshire, on the 
11th of April.

Mave and Mike Luff

Keith Joule, 1955 - 2014
There may still be a few who have not heard the sad news 
that Keith Joule died suddenly at Easter, after collapsing 
on his way up to Lancaster Easegill with a party of friends 
from the Crewe Climbing and Potholing Club.
Keith had been on the caving scene in Derbyshire from 
the early 1970s since when he spent most of his free 
time either caving, digging or arguing good naturedly 
about both.  Over the years he must have explored 
underground Derbyshire in more detail than probably 
anyone else, although there were few serious gaps in his 
knowledge of other caving areas either.
Keith was a dedicated and courageous digger who, 
although involved in a number of successful projects 
(e.g. Big Dig, Hunger Hill, Peak/Speedwell dry 
connection), undoubtedly deserved much, much more 
from his endless sheer effort and perseverance.
In the late 1970s Keith joined the Derbyshire Cave 
Rescue Organisation and quickly became one of its 
principal sharp end stalwarts – a role he retained right 
up to the end.  He was appointed one of DCRO’s 
leaders in 1995 and then a controller in 1998.  Keith was 
undoubtedly happiest underground during a rescue where 
he was second to none and could always be relied on to 
get things sorted and make the right things happen.  He is 
going to be terribly missed and very difficult to replace.
In losing Keith the caving world has lost one of its nicest 
characters.  He was a talented and knowledgeable caver, a 
daring digger, a skilled rescue leader and great company.
And three call outs in four days starting with one during 
your wake – O.K. Keith, a joke’s a joke but will you 
please stop it now!

Bill Whitehouse
Chairman, Derbyshire Cave Rescue Organisation
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Castleton Liberty Ore Production
During the early part of 1970, Jim Rieuwerts and the 
writer had the opportunity of examining lead mining 
documents in the office of Mr John Mort, who then held 
the position of High Peak Barmaster.
Two papers, published by the writer in the Memoirs 
of the Northern Cavern and Mines Research Society, 
recorded the lead ore Production in the High Peak for 
1832 to 48 in the Liberty of Winster, and in the Liberties 
of Chelmorton, Flagg, Monyash, Taddington, and Upper 
Haddon (Thompson, 1972; Thompson, 1973).
Recently Jim extracted from his extensive collection, 
and forwarded to me, some tabulated data for lead ore 
production in Castleton, written in my own fair scrawl.  
These indicated that during visits to John Mort’s office 
we must have examined other Barmaster’s records 
beyond those recorded in the published papers, as the 
data covers the years 1832 to 1848 and 1852 to 1894.
Summaries of these records of production are presented 
here, and it is hoped to publish a detailed breakdown of 
the production of the individual mines shortly.

Castleton Liberty: 1832 - 1848

Mine Name:
Production:  Loads - Dishes

1832-44 1845-1848
Ashton Grove 555 - 6 155 - 2
Bennet End Mine 4 - 0
Bullock Grove 24 - 3
Chance or Penny Mine 10 - 4 4 - 3
Deasy Rake Mine 76 - 6 13 - 3
Droister Mine 1 - 6 0 - 8
Foxhill Brook Mine 8 -3
Hazard Mine 16,502 - 4 1,299 - 4
Hollandtwine Mine 819 - 6 175 - 3
How Grove 105 - 5
Kirk or Clarke Grove 29 - 7
Knowlegates or

Odin Sitch Mine 66 - 8 40 - 7

Lanehead Mine 3 - 2 11 - 1
Lawyer or

Pindale Side Mine 234 - 8 568 - 4

Linecar Mine 16 - 5
Longcliff Back Mine 94 - 4 21 - 0
Mam Sitch Pool Mine 4 - 0
Miners Venture Mine 4 - 5
New Rake Mine 48 - 2
Odin Mine 6,540 - 4 1,367 - 8
Sidegate Top Mine 1,143 - 7 425 - 0
Smith or Old Grove 137 - 6
Tricket Brook Mine 10 - 1 7 - 3
Wrangling Rake Mine 12 - 3

Liberty Totals: 26,117 - 5 4,428 - 2

Castleton (and Hope) Liberties: 1852 - 1894

Mine Name: Production:  
Loads - Dishes

Ashton Grove  3,595  - 0 ½
Bradshaw Vein  105  - 6 
Bullock Grove  992  - 6 
Chatsworth Mine  5  - 3 
Deasy Rake Mine  761  - 4 
Dirtlow South Vein  152  - 7 
Freezeland Mine  36  - 3 
Hank Hall Mine  2  - 7 
Hazard Mine  2,840  - 7 
Hollandtwine Mine  369  - 6 
How Grove  1,373  - 0 
Hurdlow Stile Mine  14  - 4 
Kirk or Clarke Grove  93  - 8 
Kitle End Mine  53  - 2 
Lawyer Mine  764  - 7 
Lineker Scrin Mine  15  - 8 
Longcliff Back Mine  4  - 1 
Miners Venture Mine  3  - 3 
Nether New Rake Mine  31  - 7 
New York Mine  3  - 8 
Odin Mine  3,996  - 3 
Penny Mine  319  - 3 ¼
Pindale Mine (Castleton Liberty)  131  - 7 
Pindale End Mine  247  - 8 
Pindale Limekiln Mine  1  - 6 
Portoway Wham Mine  44  - 4 ½
Prince East End Mine  10  - 0 
Sidegate Top Mine  36  - 1 
Smith or Old Grove  2,776  - 1 ½
Upper New Rake Mine  81  - 2 
Upper Wrangling Rake Mine  6  - 8 
Wrangling Rake Mine  280  - 8 ½

Castleton Liberty Totals:  19,153  - 6 ¼
Pindale Mine (Hope Liberty)  2,590  - 3 

Castleton  and Hope Liberty Totals:  21,743  - 6 ¼

It is interesting to note that there are some extremely 
large production figures are in these tables, with a 
maximum of 16,502 loads 4 dishes for Hazard Mine 
from 1832 to 1844, an average of 1269 loads 3 dishes 
per annum.  Unfortunately the price per load at which 
this ore was being sold is not known, but if these prices 
were available it might  prove very illuminating.
During the 19th century it appears that great quantities 
of extremely poor quality ore were being raised, as 
shown by very low selling prices.  For example, at the 
Hubbadale Mine on the 14th of January 1858, George 
Walker measured 324 loads of ore valued at just 
tuppence farthing a load!  These 324 loads would have 
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sold for the same as one load of good quality ore!  Other 
ore was recorded as “not sold, not worth anything”.  If 
information on selling prices does become available it 
will show if this was also taking place in Castleton.
Castleton Liberty Production by Year:

Year: Loads - Dishes Year: Loads - Dishes
1832  1,675  - 0 1865  877  - 8 
1833  1,425  - 3 1866  583  - 7 
1834  1,592  - 3 1867  535  - 2 
1835  2,294  - 4 1868  526  - 2 
1836  2,206  - 0 1869  253  - 2 
1837  2,896  - 5 1870  303  - 8 
1838  3,207  - 3 1871  306  - 4 
1839  2,173  - 8 1872  327  - 7 
1840  2,272  - 8 1873  161  - 6 
1841  1,845  - 7 1874  119  - 3 
1842  2,296  - 4 1875  99  - 5 ¼
1843  2,344  - 1 1876  106  - 2 
1844  1,959  - 7 1877  303  - 1 ⅓
1845  1,317  - 8 1878  188  - 6 ⅓
1846  872  - 1 1879  99  - 6 5/6
1847  1,104  - 7 1880  174  - 4 ½
1848  1,132  - 4 1881  116  - 4 
1852  281  - 4 1882  103  - 6 
1853  1,033  - 8 1883  41  - 1 
1854  929  - 7 1884  55  - 5 
1855  950  - 0 1885  18  - 5 
1856  996  - 2 1886  16  - 1 
1857  1,451  - 8 1887  7  - 8 
1858  1,651  - 6 1888  9  - 8 
1859  1,278  - 8 1889  14  - 7 
1860  1,187  - 3 1890  18  - 1 
1861  1,012  - 3 1891  27  - 6 
1862  991  - 1 1892  7  - 0 
1863  968  - 4 1893  0  - 0 
1864  1,008  - 5 1894  8  - 0 

Grand Total:  51,768  - 4 ¼

Hope Liberty Production by Year:

Year:
Loads - Dishes

Pindale Mine only Castleton and 
Hope Liberties

1869  3  - 3  3  - 3 
1870 - 1873  0  - 0  0  - 0 

1874  589  - 0  589  - 0 
1875  161  - 1  161  - 1 
1876  847  - 7  847  - 7 
1877  827  - 7  827  - 7 
1878  161  - 3  161  - 3 

Totals:  2,590  - 3  54,358  - 7 ¼

The figures presented here are taken directly from the 
hand written tables.  Detailed statistics for the period 
1852 to 1894 are available which allows the consistency  
of the figures to be checked.  However, similar detailed 
figures for the period 1832 to 1848 have not been found 
(yet), and there are clearly inconsistencies between the 
records tabulated by date, and those tabulated by mine.  
If any members have statistics from other sources then a 
check on the veracity of this data would be invaluable.
As stated above more detailed statistics, mine by 
mine and year by year for the period 1852 - 1894 are 
available.  However, to tabulate this data adequately 
would require about three full pages of this Newsletter!

Steve Thompson
References:

Thompson, S.J. 1972, Lead Ore Production in the 
High Peak 1832 to 48, Part 1, Winster Liberty,  
NCMRS Memoirs, Vol.2 No.2, pp.74-79.
Thompson, S.J. 1973, Lead Ore Production in the 
High Peak 1832 to 48, Part 2, Chelmorton, Flagg, 
Monyash, Taddington, and Upper Haddon Liberties, 
NCMRS Memoirs, Vol.2 No.3, pp .133-138.

Yate Stoop Mine, Wheston
Mining History, Volume 19, No. 1, Summer 2014, which 
is being distributed along with this Newsletter, contains 
an article by Chris Heathcote entitled “A Gazetteer 
and History of the Lead Mines within the Liberty of 
Tideswell, Derbyshire: 1189-1945.”.  In this article he 
refers to the freeing of “an Old Mine in the Whet yart at 
Wheston Now cald the yate stoop”, and states that “the 
exact location of this mine is unknown”.
After speaking to Dave Williams, who provided a 
transcript of the Wheston Tithe Award, examination of 
the Wheston Tithe Map in the Derbyshire Record Office 
by the writer, and a discussion with Chris Heathcote we 
can now locate this mine quite accurately.
In the 1841 Wheston Tithe Award “Wheat Yard”, field 
No. 1021, was described as Pasture, with an area of one 
acre, two roods and thirty-seven perches (0.7 Hectare).  
It was owned by the Reverend Daniel Cresswell and 
in the occupation of Anthony Wright.  The centre of 
this field, which corresponds to field No. 148 on the 
Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map of 1898, is approximately 
280 metres slightly west of south of the Edge Rake 
Mine.  The centre of the field is located at SK 1332 
7617.  Although sections of the old boundary walls of 
this and adjacent fields are still virtually unchanged, 
modern satellite images show that much of the field is 
now overlain by recent (post-1955) farm buildings.
However, no evidence of mining is apparent in this field 
on either the first (1880) or the second (1898) editions of 
the Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map, Sheet XV-8.

Steve Thompson
Reference:

Derbyshire Record Office D1494/A/PI 336 a & b;  
Tithe Map and Award, Wheston, 1841.



13

Walking To Work...

Although this strange and tragic incident happened well 
over 100 years ago, the bizarre nature of the accident 
is still the subject of enquires at the local Museum 
archives department:-
St. John Street in Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, is a Victorian 
street of terraced houses constructed in about 1870 to 
1880.  The street is built on a ridge overlooking the 
town centre on one side and the Trent Valley on the 
other.
Thomas Holland was a 56 year old local family man and 
in the morning of December 3rd, 1903 he was walking 
along this street to his work at a candle making factory, 
but he never arrived.  The pavement suddenly yawned 
before him, he fell through and was never seen again!
A witness stated that he saw Thomas Holland “lurch 
forwards, throw up his arms and fall with one short cry” 
and running as near as he dared to the spot he saw only a 
“gaping black hole” where Holland had been.

By a strange co-incidence other witnesses stated that 
Thomas Holland had been singing a then-popular 
Salvation Army hymn on his way to work, Holland had 
just reached the words “ and when the roll is called in 
heaven, I will be there ” when he was engulfed.
The hole proved to be an old coal shaft which obviously 
predated the Victorian houses, it was very deep and full 
of gas, and Holland’s body was never recovered.
A burial service was held on 5th December 1903 
around the railed off shaft, attended by a large crowd 
despite wet and bitterly cold weather, and the shaft was 
subsequently filled in.  The lay-out of the street and 
pavement remains un-altered to this day.

Over the ridge to the Trent Valley, approx quarter of a 
mile away was the Northwood/Ivy House Colliery, which 
was quite an early working with an old gutter (sough) 

to the nearby River Trent, here little more 
than a brook.
It is likely that the old shaft into which 
Thomas Holland disappeared was an early 
ventilation shaft from this colliery, which 
closed in 1921 following a miners’ strike 
when the two spinster sisters who then 
owned it ordered the closure as retribution 
for the strike.
The site, which was quite extensive, 
remained derelict until about 1950, 
when the local council had the dumps 
etc. levelled and the area was laid out as 
football pitches and sports grounds.
As a boy I attended a junior school fairly 
close to the site which had no sports 
facilities and on Friday afternoons we 
were walked to the Northwood playing 
fields.  At school finishing time we were 
simply left to make our own way home, 
and it was then that myself and a friend 

Thomas Holland, whose disappearance down the old pit 
shaft in Hanley created a tremendous local sensation.

St. John Street, Hanley in December 1903 as the burial 
service for Thomas Holland was conducted.

The site where two old pit shafts opened during the summer of 1956, at the 
Ivy House colliery, Hanley.
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sneaked off to an interesting discovery we had made.
This was some old hand made red brickwork just below 
the surface which had a small gap in it, and naturally we 
never told the school teacher about it – it was our secret!  
We dropped stones through the gap without result. We 
dropped bits of blazing newspaper through, lay down 
and peeped though the gap and watched it spiral away.  
We did this on Friday afternoons for about six months, 
throughout the spring and summer.
A short time later we both passed to go to the Grammar 
School and we never visited the playing fields again.
About six months later, in the mid 1950s, our small 
gap in the brickwork collapsed, revealing what were 
probably the main shafts of the colliery.
With the benefit of hindsight it is apparent that we came 
perilously close to joining Thomas Holland!

Dave Weston
The photographs accompanying this article are from the 
Hanley based newspaper the Daily Sentinel.

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
With reference to Trevor Ford’s review on yet another 
Ecton Book, i.e. “Ecton Mines Through Time”, by 
Barnatt et al., Trevor raises a number of important 
issues, notably the number of shafts on the hill with 
fixed grilles,and a general lack of access to all but the 
two roadside adits.
Shortly before the setting up of the current Ecton 
Educational Trust, two previous attempts having failed, 
I was requested by the late owner Geoff Cox to look 
into the possibility of stabilising and capping a number 
of discrete, though extensive, workings on the hill top.  
Little is known of these workings,beyond vague sketch 
plans, and conjecture, in numerous publications.  This 
fact would be our raison d’etre, as no funding would be 
available for the extensive work and materials required.
The following shaft tops were rebuilt, stabilised and 
fitted with lockable steel grilles.  They were descended 
by rope access, photographed, and plan and section 
survey notes taken.
Apes Tor Sough (Upper Level?):  Extensive blockwork 
built by Wes Taylor to support the unstable portal.  Gate 
made and fitted by the writer.
Gould Ecton:  Blind 40ft trial shaft.
Hamnook:  Very old working off a dogleg shaft, with 
probably an early adit (hence the dogleg) half way down.  
Portal lost due to waste tipping from shaft sinking.
Bowler No l:  A 200ft deep shaft, with large voids 
upwardly stoped to a glossy black, fissile parting.  An 
unidentified artefact was found, complete with several 
lengths of 4 inch dia. metal pipework.  Remains of two 
big horse gin kibbles, and other remains were seen.
Bowler No 2:  Depth as above, but walled off and 
calcited up at the shaft bottom, small working in a lead 
scrin seen about ten feet above the floor.

Clay Mine:  A part stoped out heading on a bearing 
from Bowler was accessed for some distance to a highly 
unstable shaft bottom, (lost at surface), evidenced by 
sheep bones, etc.  We could have located the top, had we 
been encouraged to continue.
Dutchman Level:  Heavy duty gate fabricated, and built 
into masonry pillars constructed inside the portal by Wes 
Taylor.  Now blocked up.
East Ecton:  Stabilise cut and cover level, and fit gate to 
an interesting trial work.  Main Adit found to be OK.
Masters Pasture:  Major repair work to collapsed shaft 
top, which was rebuilt and  new lockable grille and frame 
fitted.  Descended the shaft to a working at a variable 
water perch, a very small climbing shaft is seen from 
below, approx. 4 yds from the main shaft.  This working 
probably connects with a working lower down the hill.
Waterbank Climbing Shaft:  Complete rebuild of the shaft 
collar, and resetting the steel door and frame.  Very old 
shallow working cleared out and accessed from below.
Engine Shaft:  Not gui1ty, what a mess!
All the work and materials were financed by the writer.  
Imagine our dismay when two former Educational Trust 
members paid the local odd-job man to weld up all the 
shaft tops!

Len Kirkham
Dear Steve,
I enjoyed your comments about aerial photos of the 
Peak, and the bit about German photography during the 
war brought back memories.
In my youth I lived in south Manchester, about half a 
mile from a busy railway siding which was very popular 
with German bombers!  As kids towards the end of the 
war we cycled out into the Peak on every opportunity, 
and frightened ourselves to death cycling along the top 
road above Taddington (the “Bomb Lane” to which 
you referred).  It was lined with piles of what we hoped 
were empty bombs waiting to be primed at Harpur Hill!  
The bombs stored there still remained for several years 
after the war as I recall.  Some of them were the size 
and shape of small Lancashire boilers, presumably the 
“block busters” used towards the end of the war.
This latter point makes me think that the bomb storage 
was fairly late in the war and any aerial photography 
had taken place much earlier. I have a copy of a book of 
images celebrating Manchester Evening News’ 125th 
anniversary.  In the section devoted to the blitz  they 
have several hitherto unpublished photographs, once 
banned by the censor.  One is a German aerial shot 
of central Manchester at 1:16,500 scale with Central 
and Victoria Stations highlighted, not Piccadilly, but it 
was not a terribly important station then.  The date on 
the photo seems to be 4:10:39, quite early in the war, 
maybe they only managed to take photos during the 
quieter early months.  I know from living in Manchester 
that German bombers had a pretty hard time (but still 
managed to blow me out of bed and shower me with 
broken glass!)

Brian Spencer, by email
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Dear Editor,
Having read the recent very comprehensive article in 
Mining History Vol. 18, No. 6 (Winter 2013) “The Lead 
Legacy”, in particular under the heading “Designation 
and Conservation”, credit was given to the Peak District 
National Park Authority, English Heritage and Natural 
England for their part in conservation initiatives, but in 
spite of the terms “capped shafts”, “sleepered shafts” 
and “grilled shafts” on almost every page there is no 
mention of WHO did all this Safety/Conservation work.
To put the record straight, ALL of this work was carried 
out, and FUNDED by Derbyshire County Council.  I can 
hear you ask “Derbyshire County Council, how come?”
If you are all sitting comfortably, I will explain.  
Following three incidents or accidents involving people 
falling down open shafts in a short period of time around 
1974, one resulting in a fatality, a shaft capping program 
was initiated, on my recommendation, by the Public 
Protection Committee of Derbyshire County Council.
Between 1976 and 1991, some 2,200 shafts were capped 
using a variety of methods such as concrete railway 
sleepers, pre-stressed concrete beams and galvanised 
steel grilles.  Practical work was carried out by a number 
of different labour forces, from PDMHS, the British 
Trust for Conservation Volunteers, the Job Creation 
Programme, the Probation Service, the Territorial Army 
and also private contractors in later schemes.
Also during this period over 10,000 shafts were collated 
on the County Council shaft data bank, using 1:2500 
Ordnance Survey maps and computerised records.
In the early years, since concrete sleepers were plentiful 
(after Dr. Beeching) and relatively cheap, shafts were 
capped for a minimum of £50, since most of the labour 
was voluntary.  However, costs rose substantially in later 
years as both material and labour costs increased.  So, 
you do not need to have a degree in mathematics to work 
out that well in excess of £100,000 of shaft capping 
work has been carried out by the County Council, not to 
mention staffing costs.
The question I would ask is “Have any of the bodies 
mentioned earlier spent anywhere near as much?”
I fully accept that the prime reason for the capping 
programme was SAFETY, after the accidents of earlier 
years, but the capping surely CONSERVES the shafts 
for future access by protecting the upper ginging from 
deterioration.  In my view therefore (although obviously 
I am biased) the County Council has played a very major 
role in Conservation work, albeit of a secondary nature.
Whilst giving credit where it is due, I’d like to mention 
Lynn Willies, who made the initial suggestion of using 
concrete sleepers, so well done Lynn and thank you.
I understand that according to current figures some 3,200 
shafts have been capped, and there are some 15,000 
shafts on the current data bank.

Phil Wainwright, formerly Mines and Quarries Officer 
Derbyshire County Council, now retired

Reference:      Reflections Magazine, May 2011.

Dear Editor,
Even the professionals can get it wrong!  Some of you 
may know that I do some proof reading of the Journal, 
but even when several people have looked at an article 
mistakes still slip through.  I was reading an article 
recently and checking a grid reference so that I knew 
where I was.  People have been known to get their 
eastings mixed up with their northings.  I was looking 
at the western end of Tideslow Rake and came across a 
“Flour Spar” mine.  I have heard of the “Treacle Mines”, 
but never before “Flour Spar”.
This is on the 1:25000 Ordnance Survey map of the 
White Peak.  You have probably all seen it but it was the 
first time I had noticed it.  Nobody is perfect !!!
Mind you, one of the original Museum display boards 
did have “Flourite” on it and no-one noticed for years.

Evelyn Dixon

Post-Medieval Firesetting in Cornwall
A reference has recently been identified for the 
post-medieval use of firesetting in Cornish mines to 
complement, for the first time, the physical evidence 
that has started to be found by Rick Stewart and Robert 
Waterhouse in South-Western mines.
This is to be found in an unpublished history of 
Cornwall written by Tonkin between circa 1700 
and 1730; this manuscript is now held by the Royal 
Institution of Cornwall in their library at Truro (Tonkin 
MSS, B, p. 62). It states: 

‘When they meet with Rocks and very hard Ground 
as sometimes they doe such that requires not only 
three weeks but three months to hew through the 
same they formerly burnt furze faggots, & c. to 
break the rock, but that proving insufficient, & very 
often fatal to the workmen by the sudden changing 
of the wind & driving the smoak down upon them.  
They had of late recourse to Gunpowder.....’

This adds yet another region with documented pre-18th 
century firesetting, as reported in Mining History 17.3, 
used for breaking hard host rock before gunpowder 
became widely available.

John Barnatt
from information provided by Rick Stewart

PDMHS Website 
The PDMHS website is continuing to go from strength 
to strength, and is constantly being developed as a 
valuable source of general information about the Society, 
how to join, meets and events, Society projects, PDMHS 
publications, and a selection of archive material.
In particular, if there are changes to scheduled meets, we 
do try to notify members by posting these changes on the 
website.  If you are intending to join any of the Society 
meets, and have internet access, it would be a good idea 
to check for updates before travelling.
The website is well worth a visit at www.pdmhs.com.

Steve Thompson
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Contributing to the Newsletter
Contributions to the PDMHS Newsletter will always be 
gratefully received.  There are a number of ways you can 
send your masterpiece in:-
1: By Email:
This is perhaps in many ways the most convenient way 
for those equipped to use it.  Preferably please send text 
as a Microsoft Word document.  Try to keep to a simple 
format, I would recommend Times New Roman in 16 
point for main headings, 14 point for sub-headings and 
12 point for the main body of the text.
Please try to give your work a meaningful title.
DO NOT embed photographs or diagrams in the text, 
send the images separately.  Ideally send photographs as 
300dpi  RGB JPEG or TIFF files.
Drawings and diagrams may be sent in any convenient 
bitmap or vector format.
2: By Post:
If you wish to send your work by post it is best typed 
following the email guidelines - the text can then be 
scanned in directly using OCR.  However, I am quite 
happy to accept legible hand written articles too...
Good quality photographs and drawings are always 
welcome, or could be sent as digital images on a CD.
3: By Telephone:
You could even phone me and dictate an item while I 
crayon it on the wall to be typed later.  However you 
choose, your contribution will be most welcome.  My 
contact details for all three methods are below.

Steve Thompson

PDMHS e-Newsletter
Members are reminded that there are now three options 
for receiving the PDMHS Newsletter.  These are:-

a) The printed Newsletter by post only
b) The e-Newsletter by email only
c) Both of the above

The e-Newsletter has the advantage of including full 
colour photographs, but to keep the file size at a sensible 
level the quality of the images is not quite as high as in 
the printed edition.
If you wish to change how you receive the Newsletter 
please contact me, the Newsletter Editor, using the 
contact details below.

Steve Thompson

Society Mining Display at Crich 
Tramway Museum needs YOU!
The Society display at Crich Tramway Museum is 
looking for occasional, or regular, helpers at weekends, 
or possibly during the week if it suits you better.
Run by Lillian Bridges, who’s has been involved 
with the project since it was first set up, it has seen 
the workforce gradually become depleted over the 
years until the situation we have now, with only three  
volunteers, these being Martin Long, John Wilmot and, 
more recently, myself.
Tasks involve keeping the site tidy, painting and repairing 
exhibits as needed, talking to the public, drinking tea 
and watching the trams go by.  We also have a small 
museum with displays and mining videos playing on 
a loop.  It’s a lovely spot to while away a few hours, 
and you can always go and have a wander down to the 
main tram terminus, especially good when there’s a 
themed weekend on.  During the winter months when the 
tramway isn’t running is a lovely time to get a few things 
done, with no one around and total peace and quiet.

If you think you can help out, or would like to know 
more, give me, Alan Keen, a ring and see if this project 
is for you.  If you’ve helped at Crich in the past perhaps 
you would like to rekindle that passion with the site?
Contact Alan Keen: Tel: 01530 482346
   Mob: 07967 979081

Alan Keen

PDMHS Newsletter, October 2014
The deadline for the October edition of the Newsletter is 
Monday the 1st of September 2014.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com

Machinery at the shaft top at the Crich display.
Photo: Alan Keen
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