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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Annual General Meeting 2014
As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 
Association of the Company, the following Directors 
will retire at the AGM:

The Hon. Treasurer
The Hon. Recorder
The Hon. Editor
One-third of the remaining 
Directors, by rotation.

The Council elected at the Thirty-Ninth AGM, held on 
Saturday 16th November 2013, is as follows:-
Chairman Dave Williams
Deputy Chairman Martin Long +
Hon Secretary Steve Thompson
Hon Treasurer Alan Mutter +
Hon Recorder Dave Williams +
Hon Editor Richard Shaw +
Ordinary Members
 Peter Clook
 Mike Luff *
 Alan Keen
 Adam Russell
 David Webb *
 Nick Willers
As required by the Articles of Association, those whose 
names are marked thus + are retiring and are eligible for 
re-election.  Those whose names are marked thus * are 
retiring and are not eligible for re-election.
Fully paid up Members of the Society are invited to 
nominate fully paid up members of the Society (who are 
aged 18 or over and who have consented to nomination) 
for election to the vacant posts on the Committee.
Nominations are required for the positions of:

Hon. Treasurer
Hon. Recorder
Hon. Editor
Deputy Chairman
Two Ordinary Members

A nomination form is enclosed with this Newsletter for 
you to use.  Any nomination will be accepted provided 

that they are in the format prescribed.  All nominations 
must be received by Steve Thompson, Hon. Secretary, 
by Saturday the 8th of November 2014.  Proof of 
postage cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
Nominations must include a brief written curriculum 
vitae that will be included with the Agenda of the AGM 
if a ballot should be required to elect Directors.
To save on postage costs, nominations for the 
Committee may be sent with Annual Dinner bookings 
to The Peak District Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, 
South Parade, Matlock Bath, MATLOCK, DE4 3NR.

Steve Thompson
Hon. Secretary

AGM and Social Gathering – 
Saturday 15 November 2014
The programme will commence at 12.00 noon with the 
Annual General Meeting, which will last approximately 
one hour, and will be followed by a Hot Buffet which 
will be served in the Community Room at the rear of the 
Museum from 1.00pm until 2.30pm.  The Buffet will 
cost £12.00 per head, and tickets will be issued on the 
day.  Please complete the enclosed Buffet Booking Form 
and ensure that it, and your remittance, is received at the 
Museum no later than the 3rd of November 2014.  You 
will be able to collect your ticket for the Buffet at our 
reception desk on arrival at the Museum.  Full details of 
the Buffet, menu etc., can be found on page 7.
The afternoon talks will commence as follows:-
2.45 pm - Cliff Lea will be talking about early oil 
exploration in Derbyshire.  In 1915 in an effort to reduce 
the country’s dependence on oil imports, the government 
decided to investigate possible oil resources in the UK.
3.30 pm - Professor Georgina Endfield and Carry Van 
Lieshout, from Nottingham University will jointly 
discuss their investigations focusing on the subterranean 
heritage of Derbyshire’s lead mining soughs.
4.15 pm - Break for tea/coffee/beer/wine etc...
4.45 pm - David Webb will present a selection from his 
extensive film library
5.30 pm - End of the afternoon’s entertainment.

Notice to Members:  Annual General Meeting 2014
Members of the Society are hereby given notice that the Fortieth Annual General Meeting of the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Ltd. will be held at 12.00 noon (Please Note New Time) on Saturday the 15th of November 2014 at 
the Peak District Lead Mining Museum, The Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire.
The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the meeting.

Steve Thompson
Hon. Secretary
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Meets Programme, Autumn/Winter 
2014-2015
Anyone wishing to attend these meets should please 
contact the leader below to give an idea of attendance, 
and how many would like to have food afterwards.

1:  Underground Meet:  Ecton Lead Mines
Sunday 2nd November 2014.  Leader:  Paul Chandler, 
meet 10.00am in the large layby below Ecton Hill 
(NGR SK 0967 5814).
An opportunity for Society members & guests to explore 
three lead mines in an area dominated by copper mining.  
The mines to be explored are Whey Level, Limepits 
Mine (also known as West Ecton) and Hollybank Level.  
All the mines are of limited extent, but together make 
for a pleasant few hours exploration. There is a short, 
level walk between the mines.  All three mines are 
easy to explore, with mainly walking size passages, but 
with a short crawl through a plastic pipe in Limepits 
Mine. Shallow water will be encountered, so wellies are 
recommended.  Wear a boilersuit, oversuit or old clothes. 
A limited number of helmets & lamps are available at 
a nominal fee, if required please notify the leader when 
booking.  Please note that booking is essential.
Reference: The Copper & Lead Mines around the 

Manifold Valley, North Staffordshire, 
Porter & Robey, 2000.

2:  Underground Meet:  Holme Bank 
Chert Mine
Tuesday 11th November 2014.  Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet 7.00pm, Holme Lane, Bakewell. Limited numbers, 
so booking is advised.
This is an easy, dry through trip.  Mostly large walking 
size passages, with some stooping sections and a couple 
of easy scrambles.  The mine is quite extensive, with 
over 2 miles of passages.  Worth bringing a camera.
Access by kind permission of Oldfield Design.  A small 
charge will be made. 
Optional drink afterwards at one of the public houses in 
Bakewell town.

3:  Slide Show:  Coal Mining in North 
Derbyshire & South Yorkshire 
Wednesday 12th November 2014.  Presenter: Paul 
Chandler, 7.15 for 7.30pm (until approx. 9.30pm) at the 
Miner’s Standard Inn, on the B5056 at Winster.
A unique opportunity to take a trip back in time to when 
collieries were in abundance all over North Derbyshire.  
We will see images of various collieries, including 
Renishaw Park, Markham, Westhorpe, Arkwright, 
Bolsover, Creswell and others.  These were all owned 
by the NCB, however, there were also private drift 
mines, and we will also see Doe Lea Colliery, mainly 
underground photos, Strathfield Colliery between Clay 
Cross and Alfreton, and others.  A more recent site 

we will see is the Orgreave Opencast Site in South 
Yorkshire.  Finally, a partial exploration of Hollingwood 
Common Canal and Mine, near Chesterfield.
A refreshment break is planned halfway through, a buffet 
of chips & sandwiches costing £4.50.  Buffet bookings 
must be made in advance, no later than Tuesday the 
4th of November.  Please contact Paul Chandler if you 
require the buffet.  Note: A minimum of 15 people is 
required for the buffet, otherwise a small room hire 
charge will be levied.

4:  Slide Show: Popular Society Mine Visits 
Wednesday 26th November 2014.  Presenter:  Paul 
Chandler, 7.15 for 7.30pm (until approx. 9.30pm) at the 
Miner’s Standard Inn, on the B5056 at Winster.
Some mines are featured in the Society Meets 
Programme on a regular basis, such as; Devonshire 
Cavern, Great Masson Cavern, Wapping Mine 
(Cumberland Cavern), Owlet Hole Mine in Matlock 
Bath, Holme Bank Chert Mine & Pretoria Chert Mine at 
Bakewell, Rookery Black Marble Mine at Ashford, and 
finally Mouldridge Mine at Pikehall. 
All these mines will be featured in tonight’s presentation, 
so whether you have visited them all, just some or if you 
have recently joined the Society and not visited any of 
them, a unique opportunity to briefly visit eight mines in 
an evening! 
A refreshment break is planned halfway through, details 
as for the above meet.  Buffet bookings must be made in 
advance no later than Tuesday the 18th of November.

5:  Heritage Walk:  The Stanton Mines
Saturday 29th November 2014.  Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet 10.30am at the car park of the Flying Childers, 
Stanton-in-the-Peak.  (This walk has been re-arranged 
from August 2014)
A chance to go and have a look at the mines in the 
Stanton area, including the impressive Kirk Meadow 
Engine Shaft, Amos Cross shaft, Blythe Mine, the 
course of Shining Sough, the old lime kiln and the site of 
Stanton Chert quarry.
Optional food and drink afterwards at the Flying Childers.

6:  Heritage Walk:  The Alport Mines
Saturday 13th December 2014. Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet 10.30am at the George Hotel, Youlgreave
Visiting various mines in the Alport mining field, 
including the Broad Meadow shaft where the water 
pressure engine that is now in the Peak District Lead 
Mining Museum first worked in 1819, the site of the 
famous Guy Engine, the enormous Pages Shaft, Hollow 
Farm where Trevithick’s engineer Richard Page once 
lived, the site of Crash Purse and Peynet Nest shafts, 
and finally visiting the churchyard to look at the graves 
of the miners who were killed in the explosion at 
Mawstone Mine in 1932.
Optional food and drink at the George Hotel afterwards.
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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all members 
of the Society and to all who attend the surface and 
underground meets. – Tony Wood.

7:  Heritage Walk:  Lathkill Dale Mines
Saturday 10th January 2015.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
10.30am at the car park in Over Haddon.
This walk will take us into Lathkill Dale to have a look at 
the Mandale Sough and Mine, to Batemans house, to the 
site of Lathkill Dale Mine, and to Carters Mill.  Various 
other sites of interest will be pointed out along the way.
Optional food and drink will be arranged after the walk 
at one of the local public houses.

8:  Heritage Walk:  The Lumsdale Mills
Saturday 24th January 2015.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
10.30am at the Duke of Wellington, Chesterfield Road, 
Matlock
This trip will take us around the sites of the former 
Lumsdale Mills at Tansley, where we will see the sites of 
the former bone mill and bleach works, and others.  We 
will also take a look at the reinstated second mill pond.
Optional food and drink at the Duke of Wellington 
afterwards

9:  Heritage Walk:  Eyam and the story of 
the Plague
Saturday 7th February 2015.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
10.30am at the car park opposite Eyam Museum.
This walk will take us around the old village of Eyam, 
looking at where the plague struck in the mid-1600s, 
the cottage where it first broke out, the gravestone of 
Catherine Mompesson, the wife of the Reverend William 
Mompesson, who enforced a quarantine on the village 
to try to prevent the plague spreading further. Various 
other points of interest will be visited helping to bring 
the plague story to life, and explaining how the nursery 
rhyme “Ring a Ring a Roses” came about.
Optional food and drink at the Miners Arms, Eyam 
afterwards

More to follow – see the January Newsletter !!!
Please keep a regular check on the Society’s website

www.pdmhs.com
for any change in the circumstances of these meets.
All of these meets are highly recommended.  Buffets 
afterwards are optional and cost between £3.50 and £4.00
Further details on sites visited during the walks can be 
found in the latest edition of “Lead Mining in the Peak 
District” by Rieuwerts and Ford.
For more information please contact:-

Tony 07891 276668
Paul 01246 220773
Email meets@pdmhs.com  (Please state in the 

title if the message is for Paul or Tony.)
Tony Wood

Possible Future Society Mine Visit
Milwr Tunnel, Holywell, North Wales
One of the best mine trips in the country, the Milwr 
Tunnel is 10 miles in length, from Cathole, near Mold to 
its portal at Bagillt on the Dee Estuary.  It drained more 
than 50 veins and created a labyrinth of over 60 miles 
of interconnected passageways.  It is initially circular in 
section, 8 feet in diameter with a channel for water in the 
floor.  The Milwr Tunnel today discharges an average 
flow of 23 million gallons per day (gpd), rising to 36 
million in wet weather. The highest flow recorded by 
Halkyn District United Mines was 84 million gpd!  Other 
features of interest are the enormous limestone workings, 
mine machinery and artifacts galore, inscriptions and 
much more, plus the impressive huge, natural Powell’s 
Lode Cavern, containing a very deep lake.
It is a physically demanding trip for experienced mine 
explorers only!  The party size is limited to six, with a 
leader system in operation.  BCA Insurance is essential, 
although temporary trip insurance may be available.
An excellent publication, titled: The Milwr Tunnel 
Second (colour) Edition, by Cris Ebbs (2008) details 
the history, containing surveys, fine historical pictures, 
and many high quality colour pictures. It is well worth 
purchasing if you can find a copy.
For more details and pictures visit  www.aditnow.co.uk
Please contact me if you are interested in this trip.

Paul Chandler

Society Slide Shows
Members will have noticed that we are changing the 
venue for slide shows from the Boathouse Hotel, 
Matlock, mainly because of the numbers that could be 
accommodated in the room, which was also not separate, 
so not ideal.  We have held Slide Shows at the Miner’s 
Standard, Winster in the past, the room used there 
being large, separate and on the ground floor.  Food and 
accommodation, B&B or bring a tent, is available and 
there is plenty of parking.
The only downside is that Winster is not very accessible 
for those Society members using public transport, but 
there is a possible solution:  If any of you require a lift, 
either from home. or from Matlock if travelling by train 
or bus, then please get in contact with Paul Chandler, 
either by email or phone, and hopefully we can sort 
something out.  If, on the other hand, you would be 
willing to provide a lift, again please get in touch with 
me and we may be able to match up members with lifts.
If any of you know of a suitable, more accessible venue 
which we could use to hold Society Slide Shows or 
Video Shows in the Matlock, Matlock Bath or Cromford 
areas, please get in touch.
Ideally such a venue should be free or available at a 
nominal charge, and should have refreshments available.

Paul Chandler

www.pdmhs.com
mailto:meets%40pdmhs.com?subject=
www.aditnow.co.uk
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Images of the Past – The Miners’ Strike

Mark Metcalf, Martin Jenkinson and Mark Harvey, 2014.  
216pp.,  ISBN:  978-1-7834636-6-4 
Paperback £14.99.
This is a pictorial record, with some text to provide a 
brief commentary, of the 1984/85 miners’ strike.  The 
photographer, the late Martin Jenkinson, was based in 
Sheffield at the time, so the majority of the photographs, 
all reproduced in black and white, are of the strike and 
its effects in Yorkshire and northeast England, although 
there are some from further afield.
As someone who does not have a particular interest in coal 
mining, but who remembers the strike well, I found the 
book to be a fascinating reminder of what went on during 
that bitter struggle.  I would recommend it to anyone with 
an interest in this phase of our coal mining heritage.
The decline of the coal mining industry in the UK is 
often attributed to this strike.  As the last deep mines 
are on the verge of closure, all but bringing to an end 
centuries of coal mining in the UK, it is worth noting 
that over the same period deep coal mining has ceased in 
France, the Netherlands and in much of western Europe.  
This is largely as a result of increasing mining costs and 
the relatively cheap cost of coal on the global market, 
rather than as a result of strikes.  I visited the Coal Field 
Farm open cast site in northwest Leicestershire in the 
early 1980s, they were producing coal at a little over £3 
a tonne while beneath an adjacent field, just across a lane 
that was the site boundary, the South Leicester Colliery 
was mining from the same seam at over £80 a tonne.
While the strike was not the cause of the demise of deep 
coal mining it did hasten the closure of many pits.  It is 
perhaps down to the tenacity of the industry that it has 
taken until now for global economics to finally bring an 
end to deep coal mining here.

Richard Shaw

Tracing your Coal Mining Ancestors
– A Guide for Family Historians

Brian Elliot 2014.  266pp.  ISBN:  978-1-8488423-9-7 
Paperback  £14.99
If you are interested in tracing your family who worked 
in the coal mining industry then this book might be for 
you.  It provides a summary of coal mining in Britain, 
including a glossary of terms, though this is focused on 
the latter half of the 19th and the 20th Centuries and so 
‘forgets’ perhaps eight centuries (or more) of previous 
coal mining history.  The period covered just happens 
to coincide with more readily available records, which 
is at least in part a result of the increasing regulation of 
the industry; as a result of Government legislation which 
required better record keeping.  Little is said of the large 
workforce that was employed preparing the coal for sale 
and shipment, except a few pages on women as pit-top 
workers.
The author provides information on regional information 
resources for those on family history quests, which 
includes the PDMHS web site and the Mining Museum, 
together with complementary listings of national sources 
of information that will be helpful for those setting out on 
a search.  I suspect that some of the organisations listed 
would prefer not to deal with the stream of enquiries that 
may result unless they charge for such services!
I do not think that this book is for those already familiar 
with the coal mining industry but for those people that 
have already embarked on their family history, and as 
a result want to find out more about coal mining.  For 
them this book is a good place to start.

Richard Shaw

Both books are published by Pen & Sword Books Ltd. 
( www.pen-and-sword.co.uk ) who have kindly permitted 
reproduction of the images of the books.

http://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk
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A New Website for the Society
Recent discussions in the Society’s Council, as well as in the 
group ably led by Nick Willers which reported in this Newsletter 
recently (Newsletter No. 151, July 2014, pp. 8-9) have focussed 
attention on the way in which the Society communicates with 
both existing and potential members, especially those young 
people who increasingly communicate in “non-traditional” ways.  
During these discussions the importance of an effective website, 
and the use of social media linked to it, was clearly recognised 
and emphasised.
The first Society website was set up by Dave Williams in 1997, 
with the present one having been developed in 2006, however,  
the technology used to create and update it is now something of 
an antique.  Despite this, it is clearly an invaluable tool for the 
Society.  It is recognised as an “Important Resource” by no less 
an institution than the British Library, and has been monitored as 
receiving 30,000 to 40,000 visits per month.  Bringing the website 
up-to-date, both in its content, and in its technology to render it 
“future-proof”, will enable us to spread the message about the 
work of the Society even more effectively and more widely.
The project to update the website began late last year and began 
to gather pace after the Council meeting in May.  By then suitable 
software had been identified which would permit a “Content 
Management” system to be operated, whereby a small number of 
authorised members can place or manage content on the website, 
while conforming strictly to an established style and layout.  
(Our present website requires content to be managed by one 
person, who must have significant website development skills.).  
After demonstrations of this software to a sub-group of Council 
members a proposal was made at the July Council meeting for the 
project to begin, and to authorise the purchase of the software.
The first, and perhaps most crucial stage of the project is to ensure 
that the design, layout and format of the new website is set out in 
such a way as to precisely meet the needs of the Society, now and 
into the future.  This task is being carried out by a sub-committee 
who all have significant knowledge and experience in the IT 
field; Martin Long, Adam Russell and Dave Williams.  This 
sub-committee will be guided and led by Mat Adlam-Stiles, who 
designed and developed our present website, assisted by Niki 
Adlam-Stiles who has been responsible for maintaining it.

Steve Thompson
Hon. Secretary

Ecton Hill Engine House
Official Opening, 6th June 2014
For the past few years the National Trust have been 
engaged in a programme of restoration and investigation 
on some of the more prominent mining features of Ecton 
Hill, principally the 1788 Boulton and Watt engine 
house.  On Friday the 6th of June this year the restored 
engine house was officially re-opened by Professor 
Francis Pryor (of Time Team fame).  The official PDMHS 
representative at this event was Martin Long, though 
several other Society members, myself included, who had 
participated in the project were also present.

Jon Stewart, the National Trust’s Peak District Estate 
General Manager, opened the proceedings by welcoming 
everyone and then introduced Paul Mortimer who had 
coordinated the various strands of work involved.  Francis 
Pryor then took up the baton and gave a short speech 
stressing the importance of Ecton in the archaeology of 
the industrial revolution, before cutting the ribbon to 
declare the engine house officially open.  Following this, 
attendees were refreshed with excellent National Trust 
tea and cakes and had chance to view both the restored 
engine house and the newly uncovered coalyard floor, 
with a fine slag-block floor, excavated in May by John 
Barnatt and a team of volunteers.
The engine house will in future be open for occasional 
days, which will be publicised on the National Trust’s 
website.  A steel flywheel has been installed inside to give 
visitors some idea of the scale of the engine, while the 
hayloft and mistals, dating from the building’s use as a 
field barn, have been retained to indicate why the building 
survived after the cessation of mining.  The building is 
believed to be the oldest extant winding engine house in 
the world, and is well worth a visit.

Adam Russell

Francis Pryor speaking at 
the opening event.

Photo: Adam Russell
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New Perspectives of the Derbyshire 
Lead Industry:
An Inter-Disciplinary Symposium
To be held on Friday 14th November 2014, 
at the Derbyshire Record Office
From the moment I first began researching the history 
of the Derbyshire Lead Industry, as an undergraduate 3 
years ago, I became aware that the subject I was studying 
was overwhelmingly vast.  It effortlessly transcends 
disciplinary boundaries, naturally incorporating a 
variety of approaches including: history, economics, 
sociology, geology, geography, literary studies and 
engineering amongst others.  It can also be viewed 
from a variety of perspectives, including; the regional 
or national perspective as a major English industry 
trading in domestic and international markets, or from 
the micro-perspective through the study of individual 
mines, communities and people.  The Lead Industry 
also transcends time boundaries from the Roman to the 
Modern era; it relates to a variety of themes including 
industrialisation, social conflict and the development 
of technology; and can also be studied in order to 
answer questions that link to broader debates in all the 
disciplines mentioned above.
Such a vast array of disciplines, perspectives, time 
frames, themes and debates are, quite evidently, far 
beyond the remit of any individual or institution and that 
is before we even consider the seemingly endless supply 
of archival and archaeological evidence that has been and 
yet remains to be discovered.  Given this chasm that faces 
us, this seminar series is an attempt to bridge a number 
of important gaps.  First, the gap between academic 
research and the research carried out by local historians 
and scholars.  Second, the seminar will hopefully curtail 
some of the fears that have developed amongst some 
impassioned researchers, who fear a decline of interest 
in the subject, by bridging the gap between past research 
and the direction of present and future research.  Third, 
this seminar will look to soften the dividing lines between 
disciplines, by inviting experts and researchers from a 
variety of disciplinary backgrounds to discuss and debate 
various issues or questions that will be prepared for each 
seminar.
The idea for the seminar originated from one such 
discussion between three individuals, from three different 
institutions, studying three very different aspects of 
the Derbyshire Lead Industry, whilst having lunch in 
the Derbyshire Record Office.  It, therefore, involved 
collaboration from the set-to and the goal remains to 
foster closer relationships between institutions and 
individual researchers so as to encourage further research 
and co-operation.  It will take the form of a round-table 
discussion with a different topic devised for each session.  
This will hopefully lead to a pooling of knowledge and 
expertise and will open up the discussion topic, leading 
to new questions and directions for future research in 
each area discussed.

The seminar is aimed at informed researchers who have 
conducted, or who are currently conducting, research 
related to the Derbyshire Lead Industry with the aim of 
publication.  If you fit the above description and you are 
interested in attending the series, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at: m.pawelski@lancaster.ac.uk.  However, 
space at the Derbyshire Record Office is limited and the 
range of discussions planned makes it necessary that the 
group size be limited.

Matthew Pawelski
History Department, Lancaster University

www.lancaster.ac.uk/fass/history/profiles/matthew-pawelski

Society and Museum Introductory Leaflets
Enclosed with this Newsletter you will have noticed two copies 
of the Society introductory leaflet/Lead Mining Museum flyer.  
Our “cunning plan” (© Baldrick, 1563) is that each member of 
the Society hands a leaflet to someone they know who might be 
interested in becoming a member.  We’re hoping that some of the 
recipients will be so enthused by the prospect that an application 
to join will swiftly wing its way to Matlock Bath!
We’re hoping that this personal contact will prove an effective 
way of increasing our membership.  The leaflet contains 
information about the Mining Museum too, so it may also 
encourage people to visit, prior to joining our august body.  
One of the things that came from our review in February (see 
Newsletter No. 151, July 2014, pp. 8-9) was the opportunity to be 
more proactive in recruiting new members.  We hope that you will 
be able to make good use of this leaflet to help us achieve this.
Extra copies of the leaflet are available if you have more than two 
friends.  Please get in touch with us by email and we’ll send you 
some extra copies, or enquire at the Museum.

Email:  secretary@pdmhs.com
Nick Willers

Membership Secretary
Having recently taken over the job of Membership 
Secretary I feel deeply indebted to at least two people.
Steve Thompson has produced a marvellous programme 
to process renewals and new members, together with 
a handbook and unlimited patient advice.  How long it 
took I have no idea but it certainly makes the job easier 
and much less liable to error.
Laura Smith took over looking after membership from 
Wes Taylor and has somehow fitted it in with other work.  
She has been answering all my questions however simple.
I would like to thank both these people for their help.

Keith Gregory

New Members
Please welcome the following as new members of 
the Society recently.  We hope they will all find their 
membership enjoyable and rewarding.

C A Fritchley. Warsop, MANSFIELD
William and Linda Morley, ASHBOURNE
Mary Obodo, NOTTINGHAM
Jonathan Ratnage, Eyam, HOPE VALLEY

Keith Gregory

mailto:m.pawelski%40lancaster.ac.uk?subject=
http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/fass/history/profiles/matthew-pawelski
mailto:secretary%40pdmhs.com?subject=
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Visit to the Mellor Mill Excavation
On Saturday 19th July a small group of members met Bob 
Humphrey-Taylor, the site director at the ‘Roman Lakes’ 
country park, between Marple and Mellor, for a visit to 
the major archaeological excavation at the nearby Mellor 
Mill.  The mill was built for Samuel Oldknow (1756-
1828) and opened in 1792.
Samuel Oldknow had purchased a large estate at Marple 
and Mellor and gradually developed the estate as an 
integrated business.  He was a leading figure in the 
development of the Peak Forest Canal, which he used not 
only to transport cotton to and from his mill, but also to 
develop a lime industry using quarries around Doveholes, 
the Peak Forest Tramway, kilns at Bugsworth and Marple, 
and various coal mines along the length of the canal.
We firstly visited the large weir across the River Goyt that 
provided the water power for the mill, via the large ponds 
now known as the above-mentioned ‘Roman Lakes’.  
Other water engineering features were to be seen, such 
as tunnels, leats and weirs.  We then visited the main mill 
site and were shown in great detail the remains exposed 
so far.  These comprise cobbled floors, foundation walls, 
engine beds, huge water wheel pits and many more 
features.  Many useful conversations took place, as we 
were able to add an input from our own excavations at 
engine-houses.  The mill itself, stood six stories high, 
and was finished in a classical manner.  It was finally 
burnt out in 1892.  The site of the dig is very large and 
impressive and will get bigger over the next two years as 
‘‘Permission to Start’ has been received from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund as part of a £1.3 million project involving 
the country park and the Canal.  The site will, eventually, 
become incorporated into a re-vamped country park with 
waymarked routes and interpretation boards. 
Thanks are given to Bob Humphrey-Taylor for showing 
us around the site, and to Dave Williams for organising 
the visit.
Please visit: http://www.mellorarchaeology.org.uk

Chris Heathcote

A Spanish Mining Museum
While holidaying in the Green Hills of Northern Spain, 
travelling along the one metre gauge Le Feve, we were 
made aware of the vast resources of limestone, coal 
and iron ore in the region.  This led us to a mining 
museum (surprise, surprise!), Museo da la Mineria y de 
la Industria at El Entrego (Asturias), served by train and 
road  at San Vicente.
Situated in an abandoned coal mining area the site had 
been specifically constructed as a museum with financial 
help from the regional government, an explosives 
company and national grants.
The museum is in an imposing rotunda, with displays 
showing the historical setting, nitroglycerin manufacture 
and use, welfare facilities including current hospital 
treatment (with an iron lung), a good collection of tools, 
equipment and, outside, some locos.

The visiting school party enjoyed the treadmill rag and 
chain pump (above) - only large enough for youngsters!

There is a constructed underground experience accessed 
by cage, with appropriate sound effects. the estimated 
depth is 20 metres.  Headings show the different 
methods of coal extraction.  The coal seam was steeply 
inclined, and displayed the special techniques used in 
steep seam mining.
It is well worth a visit for about 5€ (depending on age), 
including a fluent English speaking receptionist.

Mave and Mike Luff

The Annual General Meeting Buffet
The menu this year will be as follows:-

Beef, Honey Glazed Ham, or Roast Turkey
Hot Buttered New Potatoes
Homemade Cheddar Cheese and Onion Pie
Sticky Sausages with Mango Chutney
Green Salad,
Red Cabbage and Beetroot Salad
Homemade Coleslaw
Tomato and Basil Salad
A Selection of Cheeses and Biscuits
A Selection of Breads
Beer, wine, tea and coffee will be available 
throughout the afternoon.
Please note:  Alcoholic drinks are chargeable.

The cost of the Buffet is £12.00.  If you wish to enjoy 
this Buffet lunch please remember to complete your 
Buffet Booking Form (enclosed with this Newsletter) 
and ensure that it is received (with your remittance) at 
the Museum by Monday the 3rd of November.

Paul Deakin
You will be saddened to hear that Paul Deakin passed 
away on the 3rd of September.  Paul was for many years 
an accomplished photographer of the mining heritage.  A 
full obituary will appear in the January Newsletter.

Steve Thompson

Photo: Mike Luff

http://www.mellorarchaeology.org.uk
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The Puits Ricard, La Grand-Combe, 
near Ales in the Cevennes, France
In the south of France the mountains of the Cevennes 
contain a reasonably sized coalfield of about 200km² 
to the north of the town of Ales.  This is one of around 
twenty coalfields spread across France to the south of the 
main coalfield in the Pas-de-Calais.
The coalfield is in hilly countryside and was worked 
from the medieval period.  However, as in most areas, 
coal mining expanded from the mid-19th century and 
there were around 100 shafts and adits in the coalfield.  
The French coal mining industry was nationalised in 
1948 and the greatest production from the Ales coalfield 
occurred in 1958, with a production of 3.3 million 
tonnes by a workforce of 20,000.  The Puits Ricard 
was closed in 1978, with the final deep-mining in the 
coalfield occurring in 1985.  The remaining coal was 
removed by open-cast methods which finished in 2001.
There are two mining museums in the coalfield. The Le 
Musee de la Mine Temion occupies the site of the former 
training school and galleries near the centre of Ales, 
while the site of the Puits Ricard is situated near the 
town of La Grand-Combe above Ales.

The Puits Ricard site consists of the preserved pit-head 
baths, workshops, engine-house and headgear of the 
colliery.  This site is listed in the Inventory of Historic 
Monuments of France.  The site appears to be in the 

care of a local group of enthusiasts rather than a local 
authority.  On arrival at the site the visitor needs to be 
aware that, in true French style, the Museum closes for 
2½ hours for lunch.
The main part of the Museum occupies the former pit-
head baths, built in 1935.  This is filled with collected 
artefacts and displays together with the fittings from 
the original baths.  There are numerous photographs 
showing the collieries of the coalfield, some of which 
were very futuristic in design.
Beyond the baths I was personally escorted by an aged 
ex-coalminer, who appeared to have had more than his 
share of coal-dust in his lungs.  He spoke no English and 
not much French.
The shaft, on which the headgear is situated, was sunk 
between 1932 and 1935 to a depth of 801 metres.  It was 
wound by a winding engine fitted with a bi-cylindro-
conical drum using round wire rope. According to the 
display label the motor was a 1200 h.p. 560V model.  
Adjacent to the winding engine house is a compressor 
house.  Both these houses contain all their original 
equipment and are very redolent of their time.  Outside 
the engine houses is the headgear with its typical roof 
over the pulley wheels.  Below the headgear is the 
landing platform which still contains the tipplers and 
tub-pushers.
All-in-all this site is well worth visiting, both for its 
fixed equipment and buildings, but also for its collection 
of artefacts and photographs.
Websites:

http://www.patrimoine-minier.fr/cevennes/index.html
http://www.lagrandcombe.fr/11/infos.php?cat=40-9

Dave Williams

Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 50
Downstream Mine Workings, Speedwell 
Mine, Castleton, Derbyshire. SK 1392 8274
In June 2014 a trip into Speedwell Mine was made to 
continue inspecting archaeological mining features here, 
this time going downstream from ‘The Bung’ to look at 
evidence of mining noted in brief previously (Rieuwerts 
and Ford 1985; Ford 2008).
A short distance downstream from ‘The Bung’, the 
‘Block Hall’ passage to one side is developed on New 
Rake and galena-free gangue mineral in the unworked 
vein is clearly visible at one end.
Starting at ‘The Bung’, following the natural streamway 
for nearly 200m to a point just beyond the entrance to 
the ‘Short Bypass’, there are frequent small slots and 
eyes for another raised timber walkway.  This stands in 
contrast with that going upstream to the ‘Boulder Piles’ 
reported in previous notes in that, due to the character 
of cave passage, the false floor in parts was a relatively 
short distance below the roof and would have forced 
users to crawl.  Similarly, the floor was sometimes close 
to the water in normal flow conditions and thus after rain 

Fine preserved headgear at Puits Fontanes in nearby Ales
Photo: Dave Williams

http://www.patrimoine-minier.fr/cevennes/index.html
http://www.lagrandcombe.fr/11/infos.php?cat=40-9
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there would sometimes no doubt have been a wet crawl 
along the boards.  The irregular gradient of the sinuous 
passage suggests there again was no tramway on the floor 
and it seems most likely that miners would have dragged 
sleds of ore behind them when returning to ‘The Bung’.
Just downstream of the bottom end of the raised floor 
there is a small series of mine workings rising upwards 
in a pipe deposit.  As with the pipe workings previously 
reported above ‘Pit Props’ passage they are again on 
the line of New Rake but there is no obvious vein 
development at this horizon at these two places.  These 
workings may be those on Oakden’s 1779 plan, named 
‘Nether level of Nether Pipe’ with the implication being 
that they were discovered by miners before the canal was 
driven. The pipe mineralisation is dominated by barytes 
and calcite, with some fluorspar and a little galena and 
limonite.  Miners have dug up and through the irregular 
deposits, which include vughs with sediments and to 
one side a small rising phreatic inlet passage.  They 
extracted mineral as they went with the aid of pick 
and powder, building at least one wall of deads as they 
proceeded.  It is very likely that a sediment-filled ‘cave’ 
passage here led up to the ‘White River Series’ fossil 
streamway, where there is a deep pit at a point roughly 
above the workings, perhaps the result of digging below, 
but there is no reported evidence suggesting that miners 
ever broke through to this horizon.  While galena was 
no doubt recovered, the output is likely to have been 
relatively small.  It seems likely from what we know 
of the history of the Speedwell workings (Riewerts and 
Ford 1985), that the mining took place in the late-18th 
century, although the archaeological evidence is un-
diagnostic of period except in broad terms, as indicated 
by the use of powder.
At the entrance to the workings from the main streamway, 
the stream side has been canalised by placing large stone 
blocks at its edge, placed to protect what lies adjacent 
from erosion.  A short distance above there is small ore 
dressing floor, with one visible timber plank protruding 
from later stream sediments deposited during flood.  The 
roof above has been raised slightly using powder, to give 
more headroom whilst processing the coarse mineral 
gravel prepared on the floor (heaps of which are still 
partially in situ to one end).  On the floor there is part of 
an iron hoop, presumably from a washing vat, and the 
there is another in the main passage further upstream.
The miners also penetrated further downstream.  One 
way they did this was to follow the short bypass, 
whereas the main streamway is a low, normally very 
aqueous and unattractive alternative.  While most of the 
bypass is a spacious hand and knees crawl, its entrance 
was originally flat out for a short distance and its roof 
has been artificially raised as shown by several shothole 
scars here.
After returning to the streamway at the end of the 
bypass, upstream there are miners’ packs to the side of 
the low streamway, with a small phreatic inlet rising to 
the side which has a choke of what appear to be mining 
deads at the end, including relatively large boulders and 

broken stalagmite; if these rocks are not naturally placed 
then perhaps this once provided a second bypass to the 
low section of streamway.
Downstream from the ‘Short Bypass’ end there is a short 
stretch of passage with no sign of miners’ activity and 
no false timber floor.  However, after about 30m ‘Rift 
Cavern’ is entered, which is a high stretch of streamway 
formed on the line of New Rake but with no obvious 
sign of significant mining here (at least not anywhere 
near floor level).  However, just above the stream at the 
upstream end of the cavern there is a false floor formed 
of large stone slabs, now damaged (presumably by flood 
waters) but with several stones still in place.  As has 
been suggested previously, this was probably constructed 
as a dressing floor.  The packs upstream suggests the 
miners were processing ore here that was recovered from 
stream sediments in the area immediately downstream 
from the pipe deposits described above.  These would 
have been dug out of the low but broad bedding plane 
cave passage here and carried downstream to where 
there was more room for washing and sieving.  All ore 
recovered must have been dragged upstream to ‘The 
Bung’ for loading into the canal boats as there was no 
other route available to the miners.
While miners may well have explored downstream of 
‘Rift Cavern’, beyond the deep Puttrell’s Pool and the 
not obvious way on at right angles, New Rake which 
crosses the passage remained unworked and they left no 
archaeological trace of any trips here.

Present:  Mat Adlam Stiles, Niki Adlam Stiles, John 
Barnatt, Les Riley, Sam Riley, Richard Shaw, Nick 
Willers, Phil Wolstenholme, and Terry Worthington

Reported by:  John Barnatt
Many thanks to Trevor Ford for his very useful 
comments on a draft text.
References:

Ford, T. D. (2008) Castleton Caves. Ashbourne: 
Landmark.
Rieuwerts, J. H, and Ford, T. D. (1985) The mining 
history of the Speedwell Mine or Oakden Level, 
Castleton, Derbyshire.  Bulletin of the Peak District 
Mines Historical Society 9.3, pp. 129-70.

Opencut, Pindale, Bradwell, Derbyshire, 
centred SK 1609 8227
To the east of the disused Pindale Quarry, the line of a 
vein can be found running up the bank parallel to the 
wall dividing Pindale and Hope Quarries.  Initially the 
course of the vein is marked by low hillocks, then there 
is a larger hillock with a possible shaft collapse hollow.  
Towards the crest of the bank the workings become an 
opencut, varying between 0.5 and 1m wide and up to 3m 
deep in places.
The vein has been pencilled onto the Barmaster’s map of 
the area with the legend ‘range of vein’ noted against it 
but no name given.  There is also another pencilled note 
adjacent to this vein recording spar working in 1955 by 
D. Stone; presumably this was hillocking.  Heathcote 
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(2010) suggests this vein could be the one re-named 
‘Sportsmans’ when freed in 1851 and recorded as being 
east of the limekilns.  He also noted a number of earlier 
Barmaster’s records relating to the Bradwell side of 
Pindale, but these could not be related with certainty to 
any particular vein or mine.

Present and Reported: Adam Russell
Reference:

Heathcote, C. 2010, A History and Gazeteer of the 
Lead Mines within Bradwell Liberty, Derbyshire: 
1216-1890. Mining History 17.5, pp, 56-84,

Red Rake Surface Remains, Calver, 
Derbyshire. SK 236 740
The surface mining remains associated with Red Rake, 
upslope of the Calver to Hassop road in North Cliff 
Plantation, were noted briefly in the updated Inventory 
of Important Peak District Metal and Gangue Mining 
Sites (Barnatt et al. 2013, site 93).  A recent site visit has 
allowed a more refined description.
There are hollows and hillocks following the main vein 
running east-west down the slope, including a broad 
swathe of ground on the south side of this line.  Near the 
top end of the wood there is a deep opencut, while to the 
west of this there is a second that was partially backfilled 
when the field above was last sparred.  Downslope, in 
contrast, the vein hollows today have steep ‘earthen’ sides 
rather than the deep limestone walls of the opencuts.  
Four or possibly five deep hollows on the main vein have 
associated access routes from the south side and these 
hollows may be where mine levels went underground; in 
the second hollow up from the bottom there is the visible 
roof of a now-blocked stone-arched adit.
Along the full length of the main vein through the 
wood the main hillocks were placed on its south side, 
and these remain in partially-reworked or reduced 
form.  In the downslope parts, in particular, the complex 
earthworks give the impression that there are scrins here.  
Immediately beyond the hillocks there is a complex set 
of three or more relatively large but shallow ‘quarries’ 
running up the hillside roughly parallel to the main 
vein.  These were over-simplistically noted in 2013 as 
‘stone quarries’ but little bedrock is visible in their steep 
sides and they could alternatively be interpreted with 
equal plausibility as the sites of mineral pipe or flatwork 
opencasts.
Running down the relatively steep slope in a straight 
line through the shallow ‘quarries/opencast pits’ there 
is a c. 150m long tramway incline of early-20th century 
date.  This is carefully graded, relatively broad, with a 
low embankment in parts where it runs through hollows.  
It ends at a platform at the roadside, with a well-built 
cart or lorry loading bay to one side, both retained by 
a high wall.  In 2013 the earthwork was noted as an 
‘incline or ore chute’; the latter interpretation can now 
be discounted. The bed has all the characteristics of an 
incline and, in confirmation, near the top there are clear 
signs of the former presence of sleepers provided by a 

series of shallow slots at regular intervals.  The incline 
starts near the top of the slope at a point where a barrow 
run or narrow tramway bed follows the contour around 
to the top opencut in the Red Rake.  There is no obvious 
sign of a platform for the incline’s top brake wheel and 
it is assumed that this was either above ground on a 
timber frame that has left no trace, or the incline was 
being extended upslope at the point in time when it was 
abandoned and no wheel at the new top end was erected 
(see below).  Running just to one side of the line of the 
incline above its top, there is a stone ‘bank’ extending 
to the top of the wood; while it is tempting to see this as 
further evidence that the incline was in the process of 
being extended upslope, this bank is more likely to be 
the ruined remains of the belland yard wall around the 
opencuts, as shown on the first edition 25 inch to a mile 
Ordnance Survey map, the field survey for which was 
done in 1878-9.
One distinctive feature of the site, not seen elsewhere 
in the orefield, is a series of six or seven contour access 
routes on the slope running between the vein, hillocks 
and quarries/opencast pits.  These comprise terraced 
‘paths’ or in other places cuttings through hillocks 
(numbered below with ‘1’ at the bottom and ‘7’ at the 
top).  While in some cases it may be that narrow gauge 
tramways existed at these contour routes, some or 
perhaps all are better explained as barrow ways.  Their 
interpretation is not straightforward, for each is different, 
although most and perhaps all predate the incline (at 
least in its final form).  The bottom three do not extend 
as far south as the incline and run between the main 
hillocks and the deep hollows on the vein noted above 
as possibly at the entrances to levels.  However, these 
are not for tipping material onto the hillocks; rather, the 
opposite seems to apply at 2 and 3, with the routeways 
leading from hillock robbing pits back to the vein.  In 
the case of 2 this runs gently downhill and continues 
beyond the vein, running for some distance northwards 
along the slope and dropping towards the line of the 
present road; the path coming out from the adit here cuts 
2 rather than joining it.  Further up the slope, paths 4 and 
5 run southwards to points a short distance beyond the 
incline, with 5 overlain by the incline embankment (in 
its final form). Routeway 4 does not extend northwards 
as far as the main vein.  It is possible that these routes 
brought material from both the vein and opencast pits 
to turntables on the incline, although interpretation 
as earlier features are equally or more likely.  Path 6, 
of uncertain interpretation, runs only a short distance 
southwards from the vein.  Path 7 has the same range of 
potential explanations as 4 and 5. Generally, it is unclear 
whether it was ore or spar that was being moved, and 
where material was being taken.
Immediately below the road there are the remains of an 
associated 20th century spar and/or a possible lead-ore 
processing plant.  There are floors and low walls at the 
sites of sheds or yards, built in concrete and stone, with a 
small remaining machine bed with seven fastening-down 
bolts.
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The early 20th century operations and their associated 
incline at Red Rake are of particular interest, given the 
rarity of extant archaeological remains of this date in the 
orefield; but they are currently poorly understood.  The 
third edition 25 inch to a mile Ordnance Survey map of 
1923 (fieldwork revisions 1919) shows both the platform 
with the loading bay, and the course of the incline sides 
running up the hillside for about three-quarters of its 
eventual full length (but there is no caption to give 
interpretation); the plant below the road had not yet been 
built.  What is unclear (to JB) is whether the incline was 
in the process of being created in 1919, or alternatively 
if there was a distinct later phase when it was extended 
and the buildings added.  The incline would have been 
of the self-acting type that relied upon gravity rather 
than powered haulage (Mountford 2013).  What remains 
today shows that it would have had two narrow-gauge 
tramway tracks along its full length rather than only one 
with a central passing place.
While it was speculated during the site visit that the 
incline may have been fed at the top from the deep 
opencuts, at a period in time when the vein was 
reopened as part of 20th century operations, this is not 
the case.  These deep surface workings were surveyed 
by the Ordnance Survey in 1878-79, their map showing 
the opencuts much as they are today except for the 
later infilling at the top end.  The contour route from 
the opencut ending at the top of the incline may be 
coincidental.  If so, the incline may well be primarily 
associated with working the opencasts/quarries it runs 
through; if the 1919 mapping is to be taken literally then 
the uppermost parts of these, and all those to the south 
side of the incline, had not been created by that date 
(alternatively as they are all shallow it may just be that 
they were ignored by the map makers).  On balance, 
a provisional interpretation that best fits the evidence 
is that the opencast workings were gradually extended 
upslope in the earlier-20th century, either as new pits or 
enlargements/reworkings of earlier features.  In tandem 
with this the tramway may have been extended uphill 
as least once.  In the final phase, at least, material being 
dug from the hillside was processed in the plant adjacent 
to the road; presumably there was chute across the road 
which passed above traffic, taking material from the 
incline for crushing and sorting.  The adjacent loading bay 
was either redundant by this date or was used selectively 
for material that needed no processing in the plant.
Finally it should be noted that other 20th century 
inclined tramways also once existed nearby; evidence 
for three have been recently identified on Hassop 
Common 1.5km to 2.0km away to the south-west (two 
by JB and another by Adam Russell).

Present: John Barnatt and David Kitching
Reported by: John Barnatt

References:
Barnatt, J., Huston, K., Mallon, D., Newman, R., 
Penny R. and Shaw, R. (2013)  The Lead Legacy: 
An Updated Inventory of Important Metal and 
Gangue Mining Sites in the Peak District.

Mountford, C. E. (2013) Rope and Chain Haulage: 
The Forgotten Element of Railway History. 
Industrial Railway Society.

Trial working above Deepdale, Sheldon, 
Derbyshire SK 1626 6893
A hole appeared under the wheel of a tractor during 
haymaking operations at this location in July 2014, and 
the author was subsequently asked to investigate.  The 
hole was about 1m deep, 1.5m long, and 0.5m wide, 
aligned slightly north of east.  The western end closed 
down and was choked with soil and rocks but at the 
eastern end there was a continuation underground.  This 
went around 5m to a forefield where the vein was clearly 
visible, the underground void was on average 1m high and 

had a slabbed roof.  
As far as could be 
seen the vein was 
entirely comprised 
of calcite with 
no sign of galena 
being present, 
and the working 
would appear to be 
a shallow surface 
trial on the vein 
which had been 
slabbed over.
Although there is 
a line of hillocks 
with a choked 
shaft running 
down the side of 
Deepdale slightly 
to the west, this 
is on a different 
alignment to the 
trial.  On the 
line of the latter, 
there is no trace 

of mining activity visible at surface either on site or on 
satellite imagery and the field has not been ploughed in 
living memory, so it would appear that this working was 
an isolated trial on a barren vein.  It is curious that it was 
slabbed over rather than backfilled on abandonment, 
perhaps there was intent to pursue it further at a later 
date but it was instead forgotten about until its recent 
reappearance.

Present: Adam Russell, Ralph Lord, the Lester family
Reported: Adam Russell

If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 email:  observations@pdmhs.com

The trial working looking east.
Photo:  Adam Russell

mailto:observations%40pdmhs.com?subject=


12

Printed by: www.folderprint.co.uk  short-run folder printing

The Friends of Hemingfield Colliery
PDMHS members have a great opportunity to get 
involved with a unique project to restore the UK’s last 
intact colliery complex at Hemingfield, almost on your 
doorstep just north of Sheffield.  PDMHS member Scott 
Humphries was our very first volunteer in July.
What remains of the former Hemingfield Colliery is 
quite unusual, if not unique, making it perhaps the last 
“untouched” colliery site in the UK.
Our working party dates for the next year are as follows 
– if in doubt because of weather conditions please check 
before travelling but bear in mind we can work indoors 
too.  However, the site is “hazard rich” and subject to 
occasional unwelcome visits from thieves and vandals, so 
for the next year please limit your visits to these dates.

6th and 7th September 2014
4th and 5th October 2014
18th and 19th October 2014
8th and 9th November 2014
29th and 30th November 2014
20th and 21st December 2014
3rd and 4th January 2015 – an opportunity to 

work off all those mince pies !!!
17th and 18th January 2015
31st January/1 February 2015
21st and 22nd February 2015
7th and 8th March 2015
21st and 22nd March 2015
11th and 12th April 2015
25th and 26th April 2015
9th and 10th May 2015
23rd and 24th May 2015
6th and 7th June 2015
20th and 21st June 2015

You will be most welcome if you turn up, but it would 
be very helpful if you could let us know in advance.
Contact details:

Website: www.hemingfieldcolliery.wordpress.com
Facebook: Friends of Hemingfield Colliery
Email: hemingfield.colliery@gmail.com

Watch for a full article on Hemingfield in January !!!
Steve Grudgings

PDMHS Newsletter, January 2015
The deadline for the January 2015 edition of the 
Newsletter is Monday the 24th of November 2014.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com
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www.old-bus-photos.co.uk/wp-content/themes/Old-Bus-Photos/galleries/frank_brindley_collection/frank_brindley_collection.php

The Grand Pavilion, 
Matlock Bath, c-1950
The photograph on the right is one 
of a number of photographs of bus 
transport in the Sheffield area, and 
beyond, taken by the renowned 
Sheffield photographer Frank H 
Brindley (c-1881 to 1966).
The types of buses and coaches in the 
image indicate a date of c-1950, more 
specifically between 1948 and 1952.
The writer would like to thank Ken 
Wragg for kindly supplying a high-
resolution copy of this image, and for 
permission to reproduce it here, and 
Peter of the “Old Bus Photos” website 
for providing dating information.

Steve Thompson
Many more such images can be found 
on the website here:-
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