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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Membership Renewal 2014 - 2015
If there is a cross in the box below then you have not 
renewed your membership for the current year.  Please 
renew now.

The current membership rates are:
 Individual: £ 21.00
 Joint:  £ 23.00
 Family:  £ 25.00
 Institutional: £ 27.00

Subscriptions should be sent to:
Keith Gregory, PDMHS Membership Secretary, Peak 
District Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, South Parade, 
Matlock Bath MATLOCK, DE4 3NR

Annual General Meeting 2014
The Annual General Meeting 2014 was held at 12 noon 
on Saturday the 15th of November in the Pump Room 
of the Peak District Lead Mining Museum.  Forty-eight 
members attended the meeting this year.

Chairman’s Report
Committee.  Your Committee has met six times during 
the past year.  Attendance has been good and meetings 
have been fruitful.  At the beginning of the year a scheme 
was adopted asking Directors and Co-opted members 
to prepare written reports to be circulated in preparation 
for the meetings.  This has worked well and enabled 
meetings to have more time to contemplate the future 
rather than mulling over the past.  I wish to thank the 
members of the Committee for their continued support.
The major issue facing the Committee has to be the 
declining membership numbers and the ageing of those 
remaining members.  To try and address these issues a 
group, led by Nick Willers, has met to discuss how to 
tackle these problems.  It was agreed that there is a great 
need to make the Society more visible outside our own 
walls.  Several suggestions were discussed and some of 
these are being taken forward.  
The Peak District Lead Mining Museum.  Trading 
at the Museum has once again been difficult although 
visitor numbers have remained fairly flat.  One very 
disappointing aspect is that there has been a gradual 
reduction of school groups visiting and this last year has 
been at an extremely discouraging level.  Despite the 
reduction in school visits, since March this year there 
has been an overall increase in visitor numbers to date 
of 5%.  We are hoping that this is the effect of our new 
website and external signage.  The Museum has had very 

positive comments on Trip Advisor from visitors, with 
97% satisfaction rate and ranked 4th out of 19 attractions 
in the area. 
If we are successful with further funding bids, the 
Museum is planning a major project from next July that 
will provide new exhibition space.  We would extend the 
mezzanine floor to the front of the building and over the 
shop to house exhibits dedicated to the wider heritage of 
Matlock Bath.
The Museum, once again, hosted the Barmote event, and 
I am grateful to Tony Wood and his team for their time 
and effort in organising this event.
We are somewhat overwhelmed with work that needs 
to be done to improve the presentation of the Museum.  
Updating of displays, deep cleaning of the Museum 
and its artefacts, including the Wills Founder Engine 
and repairing the working models that are currently out 
of action, are amongst the work that is needed.  Robin 
and Maxine urgently invite volunteers who have any 
spare time or skills they can offer to help us.  It’s your 
Museum – please volunteer your time!

Temple Mine.  The interior of the Temple Mine is in 
good condition, however this is not true for the exterior 
and entrance areas which need urgent attention.  Here 
again, we would welcome help with some of the 
necessary work.  Richard Shaw is organising working 
days at the mine and would be happy to talk to those 
who wish to help.
Negotiations are under way for the transfer of the steam 
winding engine at Long Rake Calcite Mine to the 
Museum.  It is hoped to display this at Temple Mine 
where it will be necessary to protect it from the weather.

Magpie Mine.  A considerable amount of work has 
continued at Magpie Mine throughout the year.  The 
Management Plan for the future development and 
conservation of the whole site has been completed.  It 
becomes apparent that a substantial amount of work 
needs to be done over the next few years.  The Magpie 
team is now working on an application for funding from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund to carry out this work, which 
will include the power connection to the site.  
Maintenance work has carried on throughout the year 
and the Committee has approved the funding for repair 
and replacement of several shaft cap grilles as an urgent 
‘Health and Safety’ measure.
The ‘Stewardship’ Scheme at the Mine continues to 
work well.  Grazing by cattle takes place between 
June and January with positive results, and there has 
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been another successful year of ‘Farm Visits’.  The site 
remains popular with visitors and the Cottage is well 
used by members and friends.  The Heritage Day in 
September was attended by over 50 interested visitors.  
I would thank Tony Wood and his volunteers for 
organising this important event.
As ever, the core working team at Magpie Mine are to 
be gratefully thanked for their time and efforts.  They 
would be delighted to welcome other members of the 
Society who wished to help in this conservation project.
Publishing.  Two editions of Mining History have 
appeared since the last A.G.M.  Our Editor, Richard 
Shaw, and his team are to be congratulated on their 
achievements.  It should, however, be noted that there 
are increasing costs in producing and distributing our 
journal and newsletter.  Mike Luff, who organises the 
distribution, is to be thanked for his time and efforts 
in mitigating the postage costs.  In the longer term it 
may well be necessary to more actively seek grant and 
sponsorship money to keep ‘Mining History’ at its 
present level.
The Newsletter has appeared four times in this last year.  
It has been packed full of information and has appeared 
on time.  It is to the great credit of Steve Thompson 
and his contributors that our newsletter provides such 
a ‘mine’ of information.  A particular feature of the 
Newsletter over the last 12 years or so has been the 
series of ‘Observations and Discoveries’ curated and 
collated by John Barnatt and Chris Heathcote.  It is 
hoped to commence a project this winter to transfer this 
information to the County Historic Environment Record 
system, in order to spread this information into the wider 
Heritage sector.
As part of our drive to make the Society and its aims 
more transparent to both the existing membership and 
to those beyond, it was decided by the Committee that 
our Website (www.pdmhs.com) needed a major make-
over.  It was decided that the new site should be changed 
to a ‘Content Management’ system, where authorised 
contributors would be allowed to manage their own space, 
subject to Webmaster approval.  Mat and Niki Adlam-
Stiles are managing this project on behalf of the Society.
Crich Display.  The display at the Tramway Museum 
at Crich continues to advertise the Society’s work in 
conserving the lead mining remains of the Peak District.  
Visitor numbers at the Tramway Museum were down 
on the previous year and this was reflected in fewer 
visitors to our display.  However, feedback from visitors 
continues to be positive and the display gets occasional 
approval on ‘Trip Advisor’.
Work was carried out on various parts of the display, 
including the mineral shop.  A new interpretation board 
has been manufactured and this will be installed before 
the 2015 season.  Lilian and the volunteers at Crich are 
to be thanked for their continuing work in providing 
welcome publicity for the Society.
Conservation Team.  The Conservation Team has 
undertaken clearance works at Harrybecca Mine and 
at Yatestoop Sough, as well as assisting with ongoing 

maintenance work at Crich.  Comments have also been 
submitted on our behalf by Adam Russell, regarding the 
impact on mining remains of the proposed wind farm at 
Griffe Grange.  
NAMHO Conference.  Mike Luff and I operated 
a small stand at this year’s NAMHO Conference at 
Bangor University.  It would be encouraging to see more 
Society members at these conferences which are the 
annual gathering of those interested in mining history.  
Next year’s conference will be at Nenthead and hosted 
by the Nenthead Mines Conservation Society.
Meets and Training.  Meets have taken place, 
underground, over-ground and indoors, at regular 
intervals throughout the year.  Tony Wood and Paul 
Chandler are to be greatly thanked for their time and 
efforts in organising these events.  If you want to learn 
about the mining heritage of the Peak District, these 
are the events to attend.  If you have knowledge of a 
particular area and would like to spread your knowledge 
by leading a walk or giving a talk, please contact Tony 
or Paul.  Martin Long has continued his service as 
Training Officer, for which he must also be thanked
Losses during the year.  Unfortunately, I have to report 
the sad loss of four long-serving members and one 
notable former member of the Society during the past 
year.  Wes Taylor, Paul Deakin, Roger Mercer, Margaret 
Howard and David (Fred) Thornton were pillars of our 
Society for many years and they will be sorely missed.
My first year as Chairman has been an ‘interesting’ year.  
There is so much goodwill towards the Society from 
the outside and the Society has achieved an amazing 
amount over the years, yet there is an ever decreasing 
number taking an active role in the Society and the 
membership numbers seem to fall every year.  It needs 
those members who take the time and effort to attend 
Society events to spread the word about the Society, 
recruit new members, and to take a lead in reversing the 
slow decline in the Society.

Dave Williams
Election of Directors
The elected Directors of the Society for 2014-15 are:-
Chairman Dave Williams
Deputy Chairman Martin Long
Hon. Secretary Steve Thompson
Hon. Treasurer Alan Mutter
Hon. Recorder Dave Williams
Hon. Editor Richard Shaw
Ordinary Members Peter Clook
 Andy Gillings
 Alan Keen
 Adam Russell
 Nick Willers
 Arthur Wilson
The new Directors took office, and the two retiring 
Directors, Mike Luff and David Webb, who had 
completed their terms of office, formally resigned from 
the Committee.  Dey and Co. were then re-appointed as 
the Company Accountants for the Society for 2014-15.
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During “Any Other Business” David Jenkinson presented 
two magnificently illustrated Russian books to the 
Society for the Library.  Entitled “ГОРНЬІЙ МУЗЕИ” 
and “ГОРНАЯ ТЕХНИКА ХУДОЖЕϹТВЕННОЕ 
ЛИТЬЕ” (“The Mining Museum” and “Mining and 
Metallurgical Equipment – Ornamental Casting”) they 
contain many fine images of historic mining equipment 
and spectacular mineral specimens.
Les Riley noted that the present Peak District Lead 
Mining Museum leaflet is the best ever, and shows the 
importance of high quality professional design.
Lynn Willies has generously volunteered to take on 
the long-sought role of Public Relations Officer for the 
Society, and George Jaramillo offered to develop the 
Society’s presence on Facebook.  We are most grateful 
to Lynn and George for their kind offers.
Robin Hall presented a token of appreciation from 
the Society and the Museum to Kate O’Reilly for her 
invaluable work on the accounts.

PDMHS Awards 2013
Richard Shaw then presented the PDMHS Awards:

Harold Sarjeant Conservation Award
The Harold Sarjeant Award for 2014 was presented to 
Lilian Bridges, representing the Crich Project Team, 
in recognition of the team’s conservation efforts on 
the displays undertaken over the last year or so.  This 
includes cleaning and painting the various pieces of 
machinery and the Glory Mine headgear.

Peak Mines Award
The Peak Mines Award was presented to Dave Williams 
for his long running efforts in laying out Mining History 
prior to printing.  This is an important task for the 
Society, and takes at least as long to do as the editorial 
aspects of publishing Mining History.  He often spots 
inconsistencies that the Hon. Editor has missed!
Finally, Gregor Macgregor, Chairman of the Trustees 
of the Grand Pavilion, gave a short presentation on the 
work of the Friends of the Grand Pavilion.

Lunch, and the post-AGM Entertainment
After all the formal proceedings of the AGM had been 
completed forty nine members enjoyed an excellent, and 
leisurely, buffet lunch.  This was 40% more members 
than had attended the evening buffet meal last year, 
indicating that members appreciate this year’s new 
format.  Then the afternoon’s entertainment began...
First Cliff Lea spoke on the historic early oil discoveries 
in Derbyshire, which initiated Britain’s oil industry.
Early reports of oil over several centuries in Derbyshire 
came from within mineral mines at Castleton, Eyam 
and Riddings.  The discovery at Riddings in 1847 were 
within a coal mine, and experimentation by the chemist 
James Young led to the development of methods for 
refining and fractionating oil into its major components.  
Young established what was probably the world’s first 
oil refinery, and the details were explained to the world 
in a lecture given at the Royal Institution.

As Britain entered the First World War a systematic 
search for oil was funded by the government, and 
our first productive oil well was sunk on the Duke of 
Devonshire’s Hardstoft Estate, within the village of 
Tibshelf.  Other wells sunk nearby at that time weren’t 
productive, but important for other reasons.  The well 
sunk at Brimington resulted in the UK’s first oil industry 
death, and incredibly the well at Heath was, in 1922, the 
first example of fracking using nitroglycerine in Britain!
The Tibshelf well continued to produce for 25 years up 
to the end of World War 2, one million gallons in total, 
and rightly takes a place of honour in Britain’s history of 
mineral extraction.
Cliff went on to briefly cover the next quite substantial 
oil field to be exploited here, just 15 miles east of 
Tibshelf at Eakring, where, in one of war-time’s great 
secrets, we were producing large quantities of oil in 
Sherwood Forest to help satisfy the nation’s need.
Finally he explained how the Tibshelf well was capped 
in 1952.  One of the contractors was Silkolene of Belper, 
and Cliff showed us some quite hilarious formulations 
for animal medicines once produced by that company.
Next Georgina Endfield and Carry Van Lieshout of 
Nottingham University presented a talk on their research 
entitled “Investigating our subterranean heritage: 
socio-cultural perspectives on Derbyshire’s soughs”.  
This research forms one of the three major strands of 
a project on “The Power and the Water:  Connecting 
Pasts with Futures” supported by the Arts & Humanities 
Research Council.  This strand concentrates on two 
main questions:  “How have soughs contributed to 
water resource ‘conflicts’ between stakeholders past and 
present?” and “What are the threats and opportunities to 
heritage and ‘natural’ landscapes associated with sough 
drainage and how have these changed over time?”
Georgina first gave a detailed account of the nature 
of the project and some of the questions and issues 
being raised during the work.  She noted that soughs 
are important elements of Britain’s rich industrial 
heritage whose conservation value has scarcely been 
acknowledged; they face many threats and soughs are 
frequently at the centre of water resource ‘conflicts’.
Then she and Carry presented a number of specific 
case studies arising from the work to date.  These 
included disputes over the right of free searching and the 
payment of composition at Vermuyden’s sough, Richard 
Arkwright’s conflicts over Cromford Sough from 1776 
to 1786, and Meerbrook Sough between 1772 and 
1841, and a number of other conflicts between miners 
and soughers, between two sough companies (e.g. 
Magclough and Stoke), and also conflicts over the effect 
of soughs on surface water supply and springs.  A most 
interesting presentation, perhaps especially because of 
the innovative research approach it demonstrated.
Finally, David Webb introduced his film “Goodluck 
Mine”.  This 50 minute film introduces some general 
background information about the Via Gellia and then 
shows visits to a number of mine sites in the valley.  
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These included Bonsall Leys Level, Groaning Tor Level, 
Spencer’s Level and Silver Eye Mine before telling 
the story of Goodluck Mine from 1808 through to the 
present day, and its future in the care of the Goodluck 
Mine Preservation Club.
Richard Shaw then proposed a vote of thanks to all 
the contributors to the afternoon’s proceedings, which 
received enthusiastic applause, and then he asked the 
members present if they thought that the programme for 
the day had been an improvement on those of previous 
years.  There was an overwhelming consensus that the 
new format was an excellent development.

Steve Thompson

Meets Programme, Spring 2015
Anyone wishing to attend these meets should please 
contact the leader to give an idea of attendance, and 
how many would like to have food afterwards.

1:  Heritage Walk – The Lumsdale Mills.
Saturday 24th January 2015.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
10.30am at the Duke of Wellington, Chesterfield Road 
Matlock.
This trip will take us around the sites of the former 
Lumsdale Mills at Tansley, visiting the sites of the 
former bone mill and bleach works to name just a few.  
We will also look at the reinstated second mill pond.
Optional food and drink at the Duke of Wellington 
afterwards.

2:  Heritage Walk – Eyam and the story of 
the Plague
Saturday 7th February 2015.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
10.30am at the car park opposite Eyam museum.
This walk will take us around the old village of 
Eyam, looking at where the plague struck in the mid 
1600s.  We will see the cottage where it broke out, 
the gravestone of Katherine Mompesson, the wife of 
William Mompesson, who enforced quarantine on the 
village to try prevent the plague spreading. Various 
other points of interest will be visited which will bring 
the plague story to life, including how the nursery 
rhyme “Ring a ring a roses” came about.
Optional food and drink at the Miners Arms, Eyam 
afterwards

3:  Slide Show:  Exploring Mines in North, 
Mid & South Wales.
Wednesday 18th February 2015.  Presenter: Paul 
Chandler, 7.15 for 7.30pm (until approx. 9.30pm) at the 
Miner’s Standard Inn, on the B5056 at Winster.
An opportunity to view a varied selection of mines in 
North, Mid & South Wales.  Slides will be shown of the 
Milwr Tunnel complex (Holywell), Hendre Spar Mine 
(Mold), Parys Mountain Copper Mine (Anglesey), Ystrad 
Einion (Mid Wales), only a small mine, but notable for 
a magnificent, underground waterwheel!  The Wainfelin 

and Tranch Iron Mine (Pontypool), plus many other large 
and small mines, mined for a variety of minerals.
A refreshment break is planned for halfway, with a  
buffet of chips & sandwiches, cost to be confirmed.  
Bookings for the buffet must be made no later than 
Wednesday 11th February, please contact Paul Chandler.

4:  Underground Meet – Great Masson 
Cavern.
Tuesday 24th February 2015 (Postponed from 
Tuesday 28th October 2014.).  Leader: Tony Wood, 
meet 7.00pm at the Peak District Lead Mining 
Museum, Matlock Bath.  Please do not get ready to go 
underground in the car park!
Please Note: this is a limited numbers trip. Please call 
Tony Wood to book your place. 
Another Society visit to this ever popular, extensive, 
part natural, part mined complex.  If you have not been 
before you are in for a treat.  In brief, there are large and 
impressive natural caverns, it is full of interest, from 
very early woodpecker pickwork to hand-picked coffin 
levels and relatively modern mining artefacts.  It is 
interesting from both the geological and mineralization 
perspectives.  Well worth bringing a camera.
With thanks to the Heights of Abraham for permitting 
access to the Masson Cavern through the Show Cave.
Reference: “Lead Mining in the Peak District” edited 
by T D Ford and J H Rieuwerts (2000 edition).

5:  Slide Show:  Derbyshire Curiosities.
Wednesday 4th March 2015.  Presenter: Paul Chandler, 
7.15 for 7.30pm  (until approx. 9.30pm) at the Miner’s 
Standard Inn, on the B5056 at Winster.
Something a little different from the usual mining, 
although mining will put in an appearance!  My 
inspiration for this presentation came from a fascinating 
publication titled, “Curiosities of Derbyshire and the 
Peak District” by Frank Rodgers, which later was 
followed by “More Curiosities of Derbyshire and the 
Peak District” by the same author.  Both natural and 
man-made sites will be featured, some you will know, 
others perhaps not.  Many are featured in Frank’s two 
publications, but not all.  Derbyshire is a fascinating 
county, as you will see during this presentation.
A refreshment break is planned for halfway through with 
an optional buffet.  Buffet bookings must be made no 
later than Wednesday 25th February by contacting Paul 
Chandler (details below).

6:  North Wales Mines Weekend.
Friday 6th to Sunday 8th March 2015.  Organiser: Paul 
Chandler.  Guest explorers are welcome, except for the 
Milwr Tunnel trip.  If you prefer you are welcome to 
attend for just a day trip.
The weekend will be based at Betws-y-Coed, where 
there is plenty of accommodation, B&Bs, hotels, 
bunkhouses, hostel, camping etc.
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Trips planned:
Friday afternoon - Clogwyn-y-Fuwch Slate Mine, 
Trefriw, Llanrwst.  An easy, walking trip.
Saturday: Rhosydd & Croesor Slate Mines, Tanygrisiau, 
Blaenau Ffestiniog.  An easy to moderate trip with 
walking or stooping passages, and some scrambling.  
Access to Rhosydd & Croesor involves a long, but easy 
walk of around one hour from Tanygrisiau.
Subject to confirmation, a Croesor - Rhosydd through 
trip may be on offer.  This is a difficult, classic trip, 
involving abseiling, traversing, zip wires and a flooded 
section crossed by canoe.  Full SRT equipment required.
Sunday: Milwr Tunnel, Holywell or Minllyn Slate Mine, 
Dolgellau area.  
Milwr Tunnel is a difficult trip, led by the Grosvenor 
Caving Club.  A load bearing belt and cows tails, plus a 
shunt or ascender to self-lifeline, a harness if you prefer, 
but full SRT kit not required. Bring food and a hot drink. 
Party size is limited to six plus leaders, four Society 
members are booked, two more places are available.
Minllyn Slate Mine is an easy, walking trip.
The slate mine trips are suitable for novice explorers.  
Oversuits or boilersuits, with optional kneepads, are 
suitable kit. Party sizes are not limited, and it is worth 
bringing a camera. 
References: www.aditnow.co.uk
 www.mineexplorer.org.uk
For further weekend details, trip bookings, arranging 
lifts etc. please contact Paul Chandler.

7: Underground Meet – Pretoria Chert 
Mine, Bakewell.
Tuesday 24th March 2015. Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the lay by near Lady Manners School
Another opportunity to explore this fascinating mine, 
with its impressive pack-walls, artefacts and in places, 
more holes than rock!  This is an easy grade, dry trip, 
which is suitable for novices.  Boiler suit or old clothes 
will be fine.  Access into the mine involves a 15ft (5m) 
fixed ladder climb, so a belt or helmet mounted light is 
essential. The passages are mostly large walking size, 
which are steeply inclined in places. There is an optional 
short crawl which leads into another section of the mine, 
with a colourful surprise at the end!  It is well worth 
bringing a camera.  The party size is limited to 8 plus 
the leader.  For more details and to book your place(s) 
please contact Tony Wood.
Reference: See Mining History Vol.13, No.5 (1998)

8:  Underground Meet – Devonshire 
Cavern, Matlock Bath.
Tuesday 21st April 2015.  Leader: Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Pavilion Car Park, Matlock Bath.
A chance for new members to get to grips with 
underground exploration. Firstly, we will be making our 
way along the former route taken by the public into the 
impressive main chamber, then we will take a trip down 

into the mine workings which follow the Coal Pit Rake.
Note: Optional food and drink will be laid on at the 
Midland Hotel, Matlock Bath afterwards.

9: Underground Meet – Wapping Mine, 
Matlock Bath.
Tuesday 12th May 2015. Leader: Tony Wood, meet at: 
the Pavilion Car Park, Matlock Bath.
This will take us into the stopes of Mole Trap Rake, 
down into Wapping Maze and up to the Cumberland 
Cavern. Well worth bringing a camera as this mine is 
very photogenic in places.
Optional food and drink will be laid on at the Princess 
Victoria, Matlock Bath afterwards.

10:  Heritage Walk – The Stanton Mines.
Tuesday 26th May 2015 (Postponed from Saturday 29th 
November 2014). Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 7.00pm at 
the Flying Childers car park , Stanton in the Peak.
A chance to go and have a look at the mines in the 
Stanton area, including the impressive Kirk Meadow 
Engine Shaft, Amos Cross Shaft, Blythe Mine, the 
course of Shining Sough, the old lime kiln and the site of 
Stanton Chert Quarry.
Optional food and drink afterwards at the Flying Childers.
Buffets afterwards will cost between £3.50 and £4.00
For more information please contact:-

Tony 07891 276668
Paul 01246 220773
Email meets@pdmhs.com  (Please state in the 

title if the message is for Paul or Tony.)
Tony Wood

New Society Facebook Page
At the Annual General Meeting on Saturday the 15th 
of November George Jaramillo offered to develop the 
Society’s presence on Facebook.  Thanks to George’s 
speedy work the Society’s Facebook page was unleashed 
onto an unsuspecting world only about seven days later!
If  you are viewing the e-Newsletter click on the “Find 
us on Facebook” logo above to go the PDMHS page.

PDMHS Website 
The PDMHS website is continuing to go from strength 
to strength, and is constantly being developed as a 
valuable source of general information about the Society, 
how to join, meets and events, Society projects, PDMHS 
publications, and a selection of archive material.
In particular, if you are intending to take part in one of 
the Society meets, you can use the website to check for 
any last minute changes before travelling.
The website is well worth a visit at www.pdmhs.com.

Steve Thompson

http://www.mineexplorer.org.uk
mailto:meets%40pdmhs.com?subject=
www.pdmhs.com
https://www.facebook.com/pdhms?fref=ts
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 51
Waterwheel Timbers, Ecton, Staffordshire 
(SK 099 584)
In July 2014 the author was shown four timbers from a 
large-diameter waterwheel, three were from the wheel 
shrouds (rims) and the fourth was part of its frame.  These 
had been found about three years ago during restoration 
work at a two storey outbuilding at Goodhope Cottage 
at Back of Ecton (SK 10457 57678).  The three shroud 
timbers had all been re-used as window lintels when the 
building was first erected, all placed to the internal wall 
face.  The fourth timber came from elsewhere in the same 
building, and has had plaster board attached.  The timbers 
were recognised by Bill Stephenson of Goodhope Cottage 
as potentially important relics, perhaps from the Ecton 
Mine, and were retained in dry well-ventilated conditions.  
He contacted the author to let him know what had been 
found in June 2014.

The Timbers

The three shrouds formed the sides of the buckets of an 
overshot or high-breastshot waterwheel. The inner face 
of each timber has five slots for the waterwheel bucket’s 
‘rising boards’ and sloping ‘bucket boards’.  The direction 
these face show that Timbers 1 and 2 are from one side of 
the wheel, while Timber 3 is from the other.
The outer edges of Timbers 1 and 2 have modified 
surfaces, carefully chopped down, with adze marks still 
clearly visible. Why this was done is not clear; that it 
happened at the time of manufacture rather than later is 
shown by the lack of damage to a series of small circular 
dowel holes, one of which was marked out but never 
drilled.  These holes, which are found on all three timbers 
with 3-4 on each; presumably there was an outer timber 
rim fastened to the main timber, perhaps made wider than 
this so that the sloping ‘bucket boards’ were held in place.
The inner edges all have smooth original surfaces and 
the main features here are holes for square-sectioned 
hand-made nails and small circular dowel holes, both 
made for securing the ‘sole boards’ of the buckets, which 
formed a continuous planked surface between the two 
side ‘shrouds’.  There are normally two holes for each 
bucket relatively regularly placed between each of the 
slots for the ‘rising boards’; but there is no regularity as 
which order nails or dowels were used.  However, the 
dowel holes are set at regular intervals, four per board and 
may be primary features, while the nails were perhaps 
added later (perhaps when the wheel was first erected in 
site rather than preliminary fabrication on the ground) 
as and when the boards needed further securing.  All 
three timbers have scribed lines across them, marking 
the positions of some of the ‘rising boards’, made by the 
carpenter when the wheel was being made.
Details on each shroud board are different, particularly 
with regard to their precise dimensions and how they 
were fastened to each other and the waterwheel arms. 

They all have an assortment of rusted nails and small 
holes.  The outer faces of the shrouds are all plain except 
for drill holes that come right through from the other face.

All three timbers have (or in one case had) two ‘slots’ 
or holes at one end, for fastenings to attach this shroud 
timber to the next around the circumference  At the other 
ends Timber 1 has a small and crudely sawn slot that 
may well have been a mortise to receive a tenon.  Timber 
2 has what appears to be a large dovetail or mortise and 
tenon joint, while Timber 3 has a straight end.

Near the slot end of Timber 1 there is a large drilled 
hole through the timber; on the plain outer shroud face 
discolouration shows the former position of a large 
diameter circular washer around the hole; identical 
evidence at a similar holes on Timbers 2 and 3 suggests 
the holes held tie-bars that ran between the shrouds 
at either side of the wheel to hold them at the correct 
distance apart.

Other features at the dovetail joint end of Timber 2 are 
atypical, with the ‘rising board’ slot and sloping ‘bucket 
board’ slot both truncated rather than linked, arranged 
as if something was originally in the way of achieving 
a continuous slot, as found elsewhere on the timber.  
Nearby are two large drilled circular holes through the 
timber.  It may well be that at least one of these was for 
a substantial bolt that fastened the shroud to an arm or 
spoke that ran to the wheel axle, for the hole nearest the 
end a bolt-head or bolt-shank has created flats within 
the hole on the inner face of the shroud, whereas on the 
outer face discolouration of the wood suggests a c.0.10m 
wide timber (presumably the wheel arm) was fixed at 
right angles to the shroud.  In contrast, the outer shroud 

A scaled drawing of the four timbers found 
at Back of Ecton that are likely to come 
from the 1823 waterwheel erected deep 
underground at Deep Ecton Mine.
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face at the other large circular hole appears to have the 
impression of a large diameter circular washer and may 
well be for a tie-bar as mentioned above.
Taking the evidence presented by these three shroud 
timbers together, the conclusion to be drawn is that small 
differences between them in terms of length and timber-
end fastening arrangements is explained as reflecting 
the carpenter that made the wheel working with what 
lengths of timber were available, at first assembling the 
shroud and frame on the ground to achieve the full ring 
at the required diameter, making timber-end fastening 
slots and drill holes for tie-bar between the two sides to 
suit each circumstance.  In contrast, once the fabricating 
of the shroud rings was completed, the bucket spacing 
and timber angles were very precisely done and these 
were standardised in all three timbers.  This consistency 
confirms that all three timbers were from the same 
wheel, but also illustrates that each is too short to place 
confidence in the precise reconstructed wheel diameters 
taken from the short arcs available.  Rather, general 
dimensions can be estimated; the wheels outer diameter is 
most likely to have been between c.30ft (9.0m) and c.35ft 
(10.5m).  The number of shroud timbers per side was 
around 18-24 and the number of buckets about 100-130 
(if the wheel was 33ft diameter as suggested below then 
there would have been 112-118 buckets).
The fourth timber is a plain beam that is also from a large 
circular structure, presumably also a wheel.  However, 
the outer diameter is only c.20ft (6.0m); perhaps it is part 
of the frame between the shrouds and central axle for the 
same wheel, perhaps to support gearing that connected 
with a drive shaft for transmitting the power needed for 
operating the mine pumps.  The outer edge of the timber 
has a large number of corroded iron nails, some at least 
of hand-made square type, found along its full length.  
There are also five small and shallow cut recesses, all 
roughly square, two near one end of the timber and three 
about a third of the way along from the other end.  When 
the timber was reused in the outbuilding its inner edge 
was chamfered so that it could rest horizontally, and two 
short offcuts of planking were added in the central area as 
packing to aid this.

Date and Original Location

One basic question is; when were the waterwheel timbers 
inserted into the Goodhope Cottage barn?  It is likely 
that they are part of the original build and the date of this 
can be narrowed down from looking at historic maps to 
somewhere between 1854 and the late-1870s.  The barn 
had not yet been built when maps of 1850 and 1854 
were drawn.  However, it is shown on the first edition 
Ordnance Survey 25inch to a mile map published in 1879.
Another more significant question was; where was the 
waterwheel located that the timbers were taken from?  
The most likely interpretation is that they are from the 
large wheel known to have been erected in the main 
pumping chamber of Deep Ecton Mine in 1823 that was 
used for powering the main mine pumps for over three 
decades (Porter and Robey 2000; Barnatt 2013).  The 

wheel was described in 1850 as 33ft in diameter and 6ft 
across (anon. 1850a). This and the rest of the pumping 
equipment were scrapped in 1855.  A surviving cash book 
shows that amongst various items sold, this included two 
‘waterwheel arms’ sold to the Dale Mining Company for 
18s 0d on 14 April 1856 and two more sold to Richard 
Grindon for 11s 0d on 4 May 1856 (SRO: D3060/15).  
These are the only documented details in original sources 
and much is not known regarding this wheel.  For 
example, was it made of iron, wood or a hybrid of the 
two?  In 1856 other entries in the cash book show that 
they were selling both metal and wooden mining plant 
hence there are no clues as to what the ‘arms’ were made 
of.  Similarly, was the wheel overshot or high-breastshot?  
If the former then the size of the chamber and the position 
of the water-inlet passage indicated that the wheel was 
likely to have been of c. 27-28ft (8.5m) diameter and 
c. 29-30ft (9.0m) at most; if this is the case than the size 
given in 1850 is inaccurate.  However, if the wheel was of 
high-breastshot type then the size of the chamber means 
that a wheel of c. 32-33ft (10m) is possible and this is 
consistent with the 1850 description.
Before the ascription just given is accepted, it must be 
asked whether there were other large waterwheels in 
use locally in the 19th century that provide alternative 
candidate locations for the timbers?

There was second large waterwheel at Ecton Mine that 
powered the slag smelter close to the river on the west 
side of the hill.  This seems an unlikely candidate; it was 
erected in 1787-88 but ceased being used in the later 
1820s, a date which is uncomfortably early unless the 
timbers were first reused elsewhere before ending up at 
Goodhope Cottage.  No written record of this wheel’s 
diameter has been traced but the wheel-pit is shown on 
Staley’s 1818 map of the mine; the small scale depiction 
is wrong for accurate measurement but from what is 
drawn it is likely that the wheel was no more than c.6m 
diameter and hence was too small to fit with the three 
extant shrouds.

There were also wheels at other mines in the general area.  
At Mixon Mine, north of Onecote by the River Hamps, 
there were two 40ft diameter wheels used for pumping 
(Porter and Robey 2000, p, 151-72).  These were there 
by 1826 and were put up for sale in 1834; sale particulars 
show that one was of hybrid type and worked undershot 
(and thus certainly not a candidate for the Goodhope 
Cottage timbers). Whether the other wheel was overshot 
or undershot is not clear.  While one wheel may have 
been taken off site in 1834, the ‘lower water wheel’ was 
again in use in 1839 and was still on site in 1852; all 
mining at Mixon ceased in 1858.  However, although the 
date may be right, both the Mixon wheels were too large 
to be candidates for the Goodhope Cottage timbers.

Royledge Mine, a short distance further up the Hamps 
valley, has a waterwheel documented as used for ore 
dressing in the 1830s-50s; it has been speculated that 
one of the Mixon Mine wheels came here in 1834 
(Porter and Robey 2000, p, 159), but given the location 
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and function of the Royledge wheel a much smaller one 
may have been in use.

At the little known Botstone Mine a short distance 
down the Manifold valley from Ecton (SK 095560) 
there was a ‘powerful waterwheel’ of unknown diameter 
erected in the 1830s and still in use in 1845 but 
presumably scrapped soon afterwards (Barnatt 2011).  
The topography of the Botstone Mine site is such that 
it almost certainly was an undershot waterwheel which 
thus does not fit the Ecton shrouds.

Near the bottom of the road to Goodhope Cottage there 
is what was formerly the Westside corn mill, used from 
medieval period to the 19th century.  This presumably 
had a wheel of ‘normal’ size and thus of a significantly 
smaller diameter than that with timbers from Goodhope 
Cottage.  The only Peak District corn mill known to this 
author with a comparable large wheel is Over Haddon 
Mill by the side of the River Lathkill, but this is atypical 
in that it was an overshot waterwheel set in a deep pit cut 
into tufa, with used water running from the pit-bottom 
via a cross cut into Lathkilldale Sough.  There were 
also two large mine engine wheels in Lathkill Dale and 
others at Matlock but these were all presumably too far 
away for them to be serious candidates for the Goodhope 
Cottage timbers.

If, as suggested here, the wheel shrouds from Goodhope 
Cottage are indeed likely to be from the Deep Ecton 
wheel, this is an exciting discovery and they add detail 
to our knowledge of this structure.  That they are of 
wood shows that the wheel was either all or wood or less 
probably was an iron/wood hybrid.  The curvature of 
the shrouds, and thus the wheel diameter derived from 
this, suggests that the wheel was of high-breastshot type 
rather than overshot.

The Stephenson family have kindly donated the timbers 
to the Peak District Mining Museum and it is planned to 
put them on display shortly.

Reported:  John Barnatt
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Trial Working, Michill Bank, Castleton, 
Derbyshire, SK 1531 8256
Halfway up the side of the steep fore-reef slopes of 
Michill Bank is an opencut entrance, which is easily 
visible from the main Hope to Castleton road but cannot 
be seen at all from the Pindale road, being hidden by the 
steep slope and the remains of an old hillock outside the 
entrance.  It lies on a vein trending north-east to south-
west obliquely up the slope, which continues on a more 
westerly line into Cavedale as a shallow opencut in the 
dale side, terminating in the valley floor with no obvious 
continuation on the west flank.

The roughly triangular entrance sits at the rear of a flat 
hillock-top or working platform, and is cut directly into 
the bedrock with no visible drystone arching.  Just inside 
the present entrance, a slabbed-over roof above can be 
seen extending a few metres into the hill, while a floor-
trench immediately inside the entrance appears to be 
the remains of an earlier working beneath the present 
entrance that is choked with deads at its outer end.
The wall-rock is extremely friable, roughly-textured 
and rather fractured crinoidal limestone, with numerous 
chert lenses and tiny fossils throughout.  After laterally 
traversing six metres or so above the floor-trench, a 
pitch of around 8 metres is reached, and this drops into a 
round ‘chamber’ that is significantly wider than the vein 
working elsewhere, apparently excavated in a ‘pipe-like’ 
widening of the vein.  At the inner end of the chamber 

A section of the Trial 
Working on Michill Bank.

Survey:  Adam Russell
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the vein narrows to about 50cm wide and can be seen 
continuing upwards toward the roof.  A narrow passage 
has been cut downwards through the calcite for a few 
metres, ending at a choke of deads that draughts slightly.
A short climb up onto a ledge above this narrow passage 
allows access to a stooping height passage heading 
upwards.  On the right, the first of several patches of 
green mineral is seen, encrusting the limestone.  The 
patch is bright turquoise with tiny bluer inclusions, 
with other patches seen at different locations in the 
mine ranging from bright, apple-green through to a rich 
emerald-green; some samples were retrieved for further 
analysis (see below).
After a low arch, the passage rises steeply upward for 
several metres through a narrow stope, though with steps 
cut into the vein, ending at a forefield.  The right wall 
is stained black here; it is unclear whether this is soot 
from blasting or the rock composition, but the numerous 
downward shotholes seen at this point that cut into rock 
of a lighter colour suggest the former.  A small stringer 
of galena is visible in the calcite vein on the back wall; 
this is the only significant trace of ore in the entire mine, 
and suggests that the workings were only ever a trial.
Doubling back overhead through the stope, towards 
the entrance, a steep slope of deads leads to a peculiar 
unworked section of vein above an arch going onwards, 
back towards the pitch.  The right wall is coated in pure 
white flowstone, with miner’s shotholes cut into it, 
suggesting they may have enlarged a very narrow natural 
cave passage, long abandoned by surface flows.  Directly 
ahead, above the window back into the main chamber, 
there is a ‘floating’ packwall of deads that rises high into 
the roof, about 5m above, with another, smaller packwall 
a metre behind it.  At first glance, these appear to be 
the remaining walls of a shaft that once led to surface, 
and yet the roof of the stope clearly closes down above 
the higher of the two rising passages, with the deads 
packed tightly into the remaining space.  The other rising 
passage is completely (and deliberately) blocked above 
and in the direction of the main chamber.  No other way 
on upwards can be seen, though it is possible there was 
once a surface connection as described below.
Around this horizon nodules of limonite and other iron-
related minerals are more plentiful, and can be found on 
small ledges and tiny cavities in the heavily-weathered 
limestone, possibly derived from the former shale cover.  
Grey encrustations are associated with an olive-coloured 
clay-like substance in small vughs.  Together with the 
bright green encrustations seen at lower levels, the mine 
is certainly more interesting than its small size might 
suggest.
There are no further accessible workings along the vein, 
but investigations higher up the hill found one obvious 
backfilled shaft which may be above the workings, and 
another possible candidate on the edge of the Cavedale 
lip, but nothing is known about the mining here.
The vein working described above is most likely to be 
on Weather Rake, but it is also possible that it may be a 

branch of Red Seats Vein which for the most part runs 
roughly parallel to the Pindale Road, and is believed to 
be the same vein as that outcropping further west on the 
east side of Peak Cavern Gorge.

Present: Phil Wolstenhome, Adam Russell
Reported: Phil Wolstenhome

Tests on the green mineral from Michill 
Bank
A small sample (1.7 grams) of the green mineral from 
Michill Bank was received for examination by the 
writer.  Two possibilities were initially considered, 
malachite (basic copper carbonate) and pyromorphite 
(lead chlorophosphate).  Malachite will dissolve in dilute 
hydrochloric acid, and the bulk (86.5%) of the sample 
did dissolve, but proved to be calcite.  The solution 
tested negative for copper, and 13.5% of an insoluble 
green material was left.
Pyromorphite will dissolve easily in concentrated nitric 
acid and the resulting solution should test positive for 
lead, phosphate and chloride, but such tests on samples 
of the insoluble green material all proved negative.
Another sample of the green residue was heated with 
65% sulphuric acid until I got bored waiting, and 
the resulting solution clearly tested positive for iron.  
Finally, heating another portion to 850 to 900°C with 
molten sodium carbonate, then dissolving the result in 
nitric acid gave a positive test for phosphate.
Thus, preliminary indications are that this green 
material is vivianite (hydrated iron phosphate).  Iron 
minerals are known at this site, and phosphate minerals 
(apatite) occur in the Castleton area.  However, further 
examination is desirable, and as a number of deposits 
of green minerals have been seen here malachite and 
pyromorphite may still be present in this working.

Reported: Steve Thompson

Mine in Ible Wood, Via Gellia, Derbyshire, 
SK 254 568
We first visited this location in 2011.  High on the 
hillside above the remains of other quarrying and mining 
relics there are two level areas of land.  The lower one 
heads into former quarry workings however the higher 
one, which is a flat-topped hillock, led us towards an 
opencut.  At the head of this, directly in front of a tree, 
we found an open shaft in poor condition.
Fast forwarding to May this year we revisited the site.  
An open ginged shaft further up the hill was discovered 
and possibly located on the same line of workings.  This 
is around 10m deep with trial workings to the north and 
south at 6.5m depth.  At the shaft bottom a tight working 
heads north-east (not explored) while a generous passage 
can be followed south-west for around 15m until a 
large collapse is reached.  The workings can be seen to 
continue through the debris.
Returning to the shaft lower down the hill a careful 
free climb for 4.5m gives access to nearly 100m of 
generally walking size passage including a back filled 
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adit entrance, a junction over an internal shaft and stopes 
over 6m high.  The initials WB were found in a partially 
backfilled side passage and possible fire set workings 
were also noted.  The workings are in the vicinity of 
Potosi Mine shown on the 1899 Barmaster’s map and 
if both shafts do connect they would form a cross shape 
of workings, as drawn on page 195 in Volume 3 of Lead 
Mining in Derbyshire by Jim Rieuwerts.  A survey, 
detailed description and photographic record were 
compiled and these have been forwarded to PDMHS 
for archiving.  A number of other shafts and surface 
depressions were noted in the immediate area.

Present: Jack Hicklin, John Hicklin, 
Thomas Hicklin, Terry Wheatley

Reported: John Hicklin
Reference

Rieuwerts, J. H.  2010  Lead Mining in Derbyshire: 
History Development & Drainage.  3. Elton to the 
Via Gellia. Ashbourne: Horizon Press.

Note: Anyone entering Ible Wood needs to do so with 
great care, there are a number of open shafts, some of 
small diameter and hard to see as they are masked by 
vegetation, especially in summer.  John Barnatt

Adits and Coe in Hopton Wood, Via Gellia, 
Derbyshire, centred SK 257 563
On a recent ramble in Hopton Wood one of our party 
recalled seeing an adit near the base of a tree that was 
worthy of a quick look.  A short detour failed to find this 
adit, but while trying to return to the footpath a shallow 
opencut with low walls to the sides leading to another 
adit was discovered.

A brief investigation showed it reached a forefield 
after around 10m, with a floor of loose rock.  Further 
downhill another wide but shallow opencut can be seen 
which leads to a coe, with the back and side walls intact 
and a rather impressive arched portal leading into a 
level.  The level is blocked a few metres in where a shaft 
seen on the surface has run in. An open shaft further 
up the daleside above the adit appears to join the same 
level, but looks to be in a state of partial collapse.  Other 

workings were also noted in the same area, including 
another opencut with a presumed run in entrance.

Present: Jack Hicklin, John Hicklin, 
Steve Sheldon, Terry Wheatley

Reported: John Hicklin

Red Rake, Calver, Derbyshire, SK 236 740
Following on from the note on the surface remains at 
Red Rake in Observations and Discoveries No. 50, 
further information can be derived from the Barmaster’s 
records for Calver liberty and aerial photographs.

Firstly, an explanation for the barrow runs that appear 
to have been overlaid or cut through by the tramway 
incline is suggested by entries in the Calver, Hassop 
and Rowland Liberties mineral book 1869-1903 (DRO 
D1883/30/1).  At the beginning of the book, both Red 
Rake and Northcliffe Sough mines are recorded as 
producing lead, but the amounts decline through the 
1870s.  In 1880, stone and gravel was recorded as 
being measured, as well as lead from both titles, and 
this continued in significant amounts through the next 
two decades even after lead production ceased around 
1882-1883.  Although much of this production probably 
came from mine tips below the road, the significant 
hillocks on Red Rake would also have presented an 
easily-won source of stone.  This was prior to the major 
expansion in the trade in fluorspar as a steel-making flux 
in the first decade of the 20th century, which prompted 
the reopening of Northcliffe Sough and Red Rake by 
the firm of G.G. Blackwell and sons.  The incline was 
constructed during their working of the mines between 
1907 and 1919, and so any barrow runs overlaid by this 
must be earlier in date; the stone removal works would 
be a likely candidate for these earlier barrow runs.  The 
Calver, Hassop and Rowland Barmaster’s book 1908-
1920 (DRO D504 B/L 237) records ore measurements 
starting from Northcliffe Sough in 1908, and Red Rake 
from 1912 onwards so it would seem probable that 
the incline was constructed in 1911 at the earliest; ore 
measurements ceased in 1917 and the post-war fall in 
the price of fluorspar brought about the abandonment of 
the mine in 1919.
On an aerial photograph taken in April 1948 (RAF/CPE/
UK/2598/RP Frame 3097, English Heritage), the line of 
what appears to be the incline can be seen continuing 
upslope out of Northcliffe Plantation and heading into 
a large opencut on Red Rake, which extends from the 
plantation to the Rowland-Calver track.  However, as 
mentioned in the previous note the 1923 25” to the mile 
Ordnance Survey map only seems to show the incline 
extending as far as it can presently traced, and it also 
shows the upper boundary of Northcliffe plantation 
intact.  Furthermore, it would appear that the uppermost 
opencast shown on the 1948 photograph had not been 
excavated when the area was surveyed in 1919, so the 
incline could not have been heading for it.  Given this, 
it is unclear what the line on the aerial photograph is; 
extraction clearly took place after the cessation of the 

The arched portal at one of the adits in Hopton Wood
Photo:  John Hicklin
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original fluorspar mining and hillocking works in 1919 
so there may have been later re-use and extension of the 
incline which has affected what we see today.  It may 
also be the case that the concrete bases on the other side 
of the road date to this inter-war working rather than the 
original episode of sparring, though it is also possible 
that if all structures and plant were gone by the time of 
the Ordnance Survey’s visit, the surveyors did not deem 
it worth adding the bases to the large-scale map.

Reported: Adam Russell

If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 Email:  observations@pdmhs.com

‘New Perspectives of the Derbyshire 
Lead Industry: An Inter-Disciplinary 
Symposium’– The First Meeting.
The first seminar in the ‘New Perspectives of the 
Derbyshire Lead Industry’ series got off to a blistering 
start!  The two hour session held on the 14th of 
November at the Derbyshire Record Office (DRO) 
drew together seventeen experts and researchers 
studying the Derbyshire Lead Industry.  It was packed 
with compelling discussions ranged from thoughts 
and ideas about the new ways to conduct and present 
research in the digital age, to future avenues and areas 
for development in what is a truly vast field of study.  
Indeed, we had gone into the series expecting a wide 
range of different approaches and ideas, and this first  
seminar not only met, but exceeded those expectations!

The range of research approaches represented was 
quite staggering.  It included “the culture of landscape 
and space” studied by George Jaramillo of Edinburgh 
University, the combination of archaeological and 
documentary research conducted by Adam Russell, 
Steve Thompson, Dave Williams and John Barnatt 
of the PDMHS, the historical geography approach 
of Carry Van Lieshout of Nottingham University, the 
local history approach represented by the well-known 
South-Yorkshire author and historian David Hey 
and the Cromford historian Doreen Buxton.  Then 
there was the socio-economic approach represented 
by  Lynn Willies and myself, though as any reader of 
this newsletter might know Lynn’s range of expertise 
makes him particularly difficult to place.  The subject 
of conservation and restoration of documents was 
presented by Lien Gyles and Clare Mosley of the 
DRO, who discussed their funded project on the repair 
and restoration of ‘at risk’ documents relating to the 
Derbyshire Lead Industry.  Maria Smith represented 

the Dronfield Heritage Trust, many of Dronfield’s 
historic buildings having links to the lead trade, and 
Jane Middleton-Smith described her work to restore 
and increase awareness of the massive collection of 
the John Smedley Archives at the Smedley mills in the 
Derwent valley.
After everyone had introduced themselves and briefly 
described their work and research interests, the final 
hour was given over to a discussion regarding present 
and future prospects for research in the Derbyshire Lead 
Industry, and a truly eclectic and thought provoking 
discussion began.  Everyone agreed that the vast 
amounts of documentary evidence, the great work 
carried out in archaeological conservation by PDMHS 
and the centrality of the industry to Derbyshire’s past 
has meant that huge amounts of research, and published 
work, has already been produced.  However, as so often 
is the case, when one question is broached three more 
follow in its wake!  Thus, we were also in agreement 
that despite all this work we have but scratched the 
surface; for many truths remain to be unearthed, and 
a vast array of avenues are yet to be pursued.  To 
name a few examples, it was noted that relatively little 
is known about the medieval and pre-seventeenth 
century lead industry, and we also discussed how few 
researchers have attempted to broaden our view of the 
context of the Derbyshire Lead Industry and examine 
its relevance to the processes of economic and social 
change taking place throughout England during the 
dynamic eighteenth century. Indeed, the conclusion of 
the seminar was quite clear, for all the progress made 
to date, the possibilities for future research remained 
daunting, immense and enchanting.
The next session of the series will be held on the 
13th of February 2015 at the DRO, from 14:00 until 
16:00.  Two discussions will be introduced by Steve 
Thompson and myself; Steve will discuss the unrealised 
potential of using tithe and enclosure maps and awards 
to enhance our understanding of the Derbyshire 
Lead Industry, while I intend to discuss the use of 
accountancy and its impact upon that industry.

Matthew Pawelski
Lancaster University History Department

If you wish to attend the seminar on the 13th of February 
please send me an email: m.pawelski@lancaster.ac.uk

Biggest Ever Newsletter...
At a very full twenty pages this is the biggest Newsletter 
I have ever produced since taking over as Editor almost 
five years ago.  This is largely a result of the enormous 
respect that both Society members and non-members 
alike have for the memory of Paul Deakin.
I have received an unprecedented volume of obituaries, 
tributes and memories of Paul, as well as photographs, 
and I am delighted to be able to publish each and every 
one of them in this issue. I thank all these contributors.

Steve Thompson

mailto:observations%40pdmhs.com?subject=
mailto:pawelski@lancaster.ac.uk
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The Friends Of Hemingfield Colliery
We would like to offer PDMHS members the opportunity 
to get involved with a unique project, restoring the UK’s 
last intact colliery complex at Hemingfield, just north of 
Sheffield.  PDMHS member Scott Humphries was our 
very first volunteer in July and if you want any inside 
information please consult John Barnatt, Dave Williams 
or Terry Worthington who came to our third working 
party on the 23rd of August.  In addition to all the 
obvious physical skills, we also need some administrative 
and desk based support, so please don’t be shy!

Starting at Silverwood
Marshall Turton, then manager of Silverwood Colliery 
near Rotherham first told me about Hemingfield 
Pumping Station.  Silverwood was one of the last of 
the major Yorkshire Pits to close in 1995 and Marshall 
allowed us full photographic access, both surface and 
underground ( one day I will get round to publishing 
these!).  I got to know Silverwood and Marshall well and 
I asked him if there were any other smaller satellite pits 
in his care.  Given the speed of the colliery closures in 
the 1980s and 1990s, there were often mothballed pits, 
and those retained for pumping only, which came under 
the management of a working colliery.

The Pumping Stations
It turned out that Silverwood had a fascinating set 
of older pits in their care, the legacy of the “South 
Yorkshire Mines Drainage Committee” or Fitzwilliam 
scheme.  Once the older shallower pits working the 
famous Barnsley seam were worked out, they were 
converted in the late 1920s and early 1930s to pumping 
stations, to restrict the flow of water from the Barnsley 
seam into the newer deeper pits.  It was this initiative 
that prompted the scrapping of the last working 
Newcomen Engine at Westfield, Rawmarsh, in 1934 (the 
Elsecar Engine having ceased regular working in the 
1920s).  In addition to Elsecar and Westfield the set of 
pumping stations included Carr House and Hemingfield.
With Marshall’s permission, I was able to visit and 
photograph these locations, all were interesting in 
different ways, but Hemingfield was definitely my 
favourite.  It was originally sunk by Earl Fitzwilliam to 
the Barnsley Bed in the 1840s and comprised a pumping 
shaft served by a Cornish Engine and a winding shaft 
(with passbye) served by what is thought to have been 
a beam winder.  The houses for both engines remain 
on site, albeit extensively modified.  The coal left the 
pit initially by the Elsecar Branch of the Dearne and 
Dove Canal, most of the wharves and loading basins 
with their massive stone walls survive adjacent to the 
pit.  Hemingfield was also served by the Elsecar branch 
of what would later become the Great Central Railway 
(recently reopened as the Elsecar Steam Railway)

Hemingfield 
Hemingfield ceased coaling around 1920 and from what 
can be deduced, most of the infrastructure other than 
the engine houses was removed and electric pumps 

installed.  It survived in this form through nationalisation 
until the adjacent Elsecar Main Colliery closed in 1985, 
when the shafts, which had been retained for emergency 
and inspection access, were allowed to flood.  Pumping 
ceased in the late 1990s and the NCB’s and British 
Coal’s interest in (and visits to) Hemingfield decreased 
until only a monthly inspection was required to check 
water levels.  The site passed into the hands of UK Coal, 
and following their bankruptcy in 2013 became the 
responsibility of the receivers, BDO Stoy Hayward.

Saving Hemingfield Colliery
By 2010 what remained of Hemingfield Colliery was 
quite unusual, if not unique. The site contained two of 
only eleven surviving colliery headgear in Yorkshire, the 
only colliery vertical winding engine house and one of 
only two intact Cornish pumping engine houses in the 
whole of Yorkshire, as well as two mostly intact winding 
engines and a series of other related features.
Over the years the site had become progressively 
overgrown and had suffered considerably from theft and 
vandalism which culminated in the roof of one of the 
buildings being set on fire in 2010.  This was probably 
the main spur for establishing Friends of Hemingfield 
Colliery (FOHC), and in December 2013 our offer 
to buy the site was accepted by BDO, however the 
purchase was not completed until the 27th of June 2014.
FOHC’s strategy for the site is to repair and refurbish the 
buildings and to develop the site as a visitor centre, with 
a strong (but not exclusive) mining theme.  We will also 
re-use at least some of the site for community and social 
enterprise initiatives to generate visitors and revenue.
Now of course all the exciting work starts and PDMHS 
members are cordially invited to join us on some or all 
of the following:  Researching the sites and areas mining 
history – some data is already available but there is 
lots more to be done!  Site clearance and conservation.  
Archaeological investigations on site, etc. etc.
The site is the last “untouched” colliery site in the 
UK, there used to be so many of these that they went 
largely unremarked.  Initial investigations promise 
much including the probable sub-surface remains of the 
original Biram fan house, complete settings for the 1850 
beam winder, a complete set of “shaker” conveyors and 
a complete set of original “wet cell” batteries.
Our working party dates for this year were published in 
the October 2014 Newsletter – if in doubt because of 
weather conditions please check before travelling but we 
can work indoors too.  However, the site is “hazard rich” 
and subject to occasional unwelcome visits from thieves 
and vandals, so for the next year please limit your visits 
to these dates.  You will be most welcome if you turn up, 
but it would help if you could let us know in advance.
Contact details:

Website: www.hemingfieldcolliery.wordpress.com
Facebook: Friends of Hemingfield Colliery
Email: hemingfield.colliery@gmail.com

Steve Grudgings

http://www.hemingfieldcolliery.wordpress.com
mailto:hemingfield.colliery%40gmail.com?subject=
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Obituary
Paul Deakin 1944-2014
Paul Deakin will be known to most members of PDMHS 
for his photographs that have appeared in many Society 
Bulletins, Journals and Newsletters over the years.  
These form only a fraction of his unique portfolio of 
our past mining heritage.  Many other people will know 
Paul through a similar photographic contribution to 
the world of caving.  Alongside these hobbies, he was 
a professional Surveyor and Engineer involved in all 
aspects of mining and quarrying in a career lasting over 
50 years.  After a brave battle against cancer, he passed 
away at home on the 3rd of September 2014.

Paul Roger Deakin was born on the 24th of September 
1944 in Coton in the Elms, near Swadlincote, South 
Derbyshire.  He started 
his working life in 
1962 training as a mine 
surveyor with the National 
Coal Board based at 
the nearby Measham 
Colliery and gained his 
Statutory Mine Surveyor’s 
Certificate as issued by 
the Mines Qualification 
Board.

In 1969 he joined 
Laporte Industries at 
their fluorspar operations 
in Derbyshire where 
he was responsible for 
underground and surface 
survey control, mine 
planning and design, 
and administration of 
the Company’s mineral 
estate.  He was elected 
Associate of the Royal 
Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors (Minerals 
Division) in 1973.

He was then employed 
from 1974-76 as Assistant 
Mining Engineer to 
Sheffield City Council.  This involved dealing with 
mining subsidence problems associated with then 
current deep mining and ancient shallow mining, as 
well as managing the Council’s mineral estate and site 
investigation matters.

The next six years of Paul’s professional life were spent 
with K.Wardell & Partners, Consulting Mining Engineers 
and Geologists based in Newcastle, Staffordshire and it 
was there that I first met Paul when I joined the company 
as a student in 1978, having aspirations to become a 
Chartered Minerals Surveyor myself.  Before that date I 
had a certain amount of experience of working in mines 

and quarries, caving and an interest in mining history 
but finding myself next to Paul, I quickly realised how 
little I knew about any of it.  I considered him to be 
my mentor and, although we soon ceased to be work 
colleagues, we kept in close touch over the years through 
caving and mining trips where we would “take a few 
snaps” as he always modestly put it.  Paul was so slick 
with the camera in even the most inhospitable conditions 
that photographic trips were just as quick as any other 
sporting trip and, as such, were a joy to be on.

Paul’s next career move was to join Hampton Gold 
Mining Areas PLC in 1982, initially as Divisional 
Surveyor and finally as General Manager of three 
private underground coal mines in North Staffordshire, 
Derbyshire and Scotland.  Paul was also a Chartered 
Engineer, a Member of the Institution of Materials, 
Metallurgy and Mining and a Fellow of the Institute of 

Quarrying – qualifications 
that would undoubtedly 
have been brought to bear 
in the day to day running of 
operations.

Paul joined Smith Vincent 
& Co., Chartered Minerals 
Surveyors, (later to 
become part of Matthews 
& Son) as a partner in 
1991.  Here he provided 
consulting services on most 
aspects  of the mining and 
minerals industry for a 
wide range of private and 
public sector clients. Such 
work included valuation, 
planning, environmental 
impact assessments and 
the negotiation of mineral 
leases and licences.  He 
acted as an expert witness 
in many tribunals and was 
an external examiner for the 
Camborne School of Mines.
Paul was diagnosed with 
prostate cancer in 2004.  
He carried on regardless of 
his plight for many years 

after this initial diagnosis, not only in his professional 
work but also in his photography.  He always considered 
himself fortunate that part of his occupation was also his 
hobby. 

In his final two or three years however, he did relinquish 
a lot of desk-based work but, quite tellingly I think, 
retained his involvement in the practical surveying 
duties attaching to his role as statutory surveyor at 
Apedale and at Foss Mine in Perthshire.  I guess that this 
was because he so much preferred to be involved at “the 
sharp end”, as always.

Bernard Maddison.

Photo Courtesy of 
Clare Deakin
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From Jerry Wooldridge
When I started caving, I immediately realised I wanted 
to photograph the caves, so I set about attempting to 
learn a bit about photography.  Then, in around 1969 or 
1970, I met Paul.  When I saw the quality of his prints, I 
knew this was the level I needed to achieve, at that time 
he was using a twin lens Rolleiflex, so I too moved into 
the world of medium format cameras.  Paul was a huge 
support – helping me to learn printing as well as the art 
of taking good pictures in caves.  He later moved on to 
use a Hasselblad, one of the most expensive cameras on 
the market.  Paul was always a generous person, giving 
of his time, his experience and expertise.  If you wanted a 
picture for a BCRA publication, he was always happy to 
supply one, at times taking one to order.  He was a Fellow 
of the Royal Photographic Society, a justly deserved 
Fellowship awarded for his Caving photography.

We stayed with Paul frequently at weekends for many 
years when I was caving in Derbyshire and, if he was 
away, the key was always there and the house was ours.  
Paul’s photography was not just of caves and mines, he 
also took our wedding pictures (a favour I was able to 
return when Paul and Diana married 35 years ago).  Paul 
was a very proud father of two daughters; Helen who 
works in catering and hotel management, and Clare who 
has followed him into the mining world.  He was also a 
doting grandfather.
I have MS and use a wheelchair, but in 2004 a friend 
organised a trip for me with the wheelchair down Gaping 

Gill on the Bradford Pothole Club winch.  Having never 
been down the winch before, it was something I wanted 
to do, whilst I still had enough mobility to do it without 
being put in a stretcher!  This event escalated into a big 
party with champagne, a video, and of course, Paul was 
there, with a couple of helpers (who had never met me 
before) to photograph the event.
We raised a large glass of red wine when we heard of 
his death, as that was what he had drunk with his lunch 
when we met up with him a few months before he died.  
Being a person who enjoyed his food and drink, he 
finished his lunch with a large brandy and coffee.  Paul 
could not only talk for England, but he also made the 
best Bread and Butter Pudding in the world!

Jerry Wooldridge

From Lynn Willies
In Paint Mill Adit, under High Tor, I had the misfortune to 
step into a red coloured puddle which turned out to be a 
shaft.  Paul rushed up to help shouting “Save his camera!” 
- which was grabbed out of my hand.  I survived too!

Lynn Willies

From David W Gill
It’s hard to know where to start talking about Paul.  Most 
of the time you could hardly get a word in edgeways 
as he could talk the hind leg off a donkey.  Paul knew 
something about almost everything and was only too 
willing to pass on his extensive knowledge to others, 
especially when it came to photography.  He tried to 
teach me the rudimentary techniques without much 
success but certainly taught me how to survey caves, 
in those days working out coordinates using log tables, 
long before the advent of calculators and PCs.
Paul was without doubt Britain’s finest cave 
photographer; he worked fast, only taking 10 minutes or 
so to obtain a good shot, so he had no trouble recruiting 
helpers.  Everyone in the British caving community 
knew and greatly respected him.  So many of us have a 
picture taken by Paul hanging on our wall, I certainly do, 
and it will remain hanging there as a memory for as long 
as I am around to gaze at it.
The wonderful thing about good caving friends is that 
even though we may never meet for long periods, when 
we do we can continue the conversation from where we 
left off ten years previously.  Paul was like that.

David W Gill, Sarawak

From Dave Nixon
When we found the delicate and vulnerable White River 
Series in Peak Cavern I telephoned Paul and told him that 
it badly needed photographing.  He immediately replied 
“I don’t do bad photography!”  This is my lasting memory 
of Paul, as well as, of course, all his great photos…

Dave Nixon

Paul Deakin FRPS, Obituary, Tributes and Memories

Paul Deakin doing what he did best in Magpie Sough, 
shortly after it was re-opened.

Photo:  Jerry Wooldridge FRPS
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From Jim Rieuwerts
Paul was one of the early members of the Society, I 
believe he joined in 1962 or thereabouts.  Whilst we 
had a certain amount of contact throughout the 1960s 
to the 1990s, it was not until l retired from full time 
employment in 1991 that we had time to renew our 
mutual interests.  When Peter Gstrein, my mining friend 
from Innsbruck visited Paul accompanied us to the Blue 
John and Treak Cliff caverns, Masson mines and Ecton.
Many members will know of the superb photographs 
he contributed to my four volumes, ‘Lead Mining 
in Derbyshire’ from 2007 to 2013.  It was a pleasure 
and a privilege, not only to acknowledge the effect 
these photographs have had in enhancing the overall 
presentation, but also to be able to dedicate their 
publication to him and his unique contribution to 
underground photography.
He achieved a rare accolade in impressing Anne about 
mining remains when we and our grandson Andrew 
visited High Tor.  Paul took both of them on a guided 
tour and insisted in taking photographs of the occasion.
His long illness was a terrible trial and we both made 
a pact to discuss only general health, but not to discuss 
details unless it was absolutely necessary.  We spoke to 
each other by telephone on a fairly regular basis, and a 
typical zany introduction would be as follows:-

Jim Rieuwerts to Paul, (ringing tone and answer):  
“Am I speaking to Mr Paul Deakin, photographer to 
the gentry?”
Paul to me:  “Indeed you are.  Is that James 
Rieuwerts speaking and if so I have a question; 
are you still using that Box Brownie camera and 
magnesium ribbon, and are you getting any better 
results than hitherto?

Paul’s death was a sad day for me, I lost a good friend, 
and a very knowledgeable one too.  I immediately sent 
a Condolence Card to Diana and two days later, before 
the funeral, I was able to explain to her why I could not 
attend.  Unfortunately I can drive only about 20-25 miles 
before needing a lengthy break, standing too can present 
problems, so a journey to Trentham was well nigh 
impossible.  We had a long talk and agreed we would 
contact each other at a more suitable time.
Anne and I send our deepest sympathy to Diana at this 
distressing time.

Jim Rieuwerts

From John Wilmot
Paul was a character, someone who seemed to be able to 
talk on any subject.
Being with him you never knew what he was going to 
do next, a phone call would come in the week asking 
where we were going underground, or telling me he was 
photographing mines rescue, surveying for John Barnatt 
or just helping out at Apedale.  All this while he was 
tired and aching from his treatment.

He would never accept a picture if he knew he could do 
better, so sometimes we would return to a mine or cave 
two or three times until he was happy with the result.
When out walking with his family they always seemed 
to know where they were going, as he seem to pass all 
the “Danger - Keep Out Mines” signs on the way.
Paul could be serious one minute and mischievous the 
next if he thought you were not paying attention!
Paul is survived by his wife Diana, and daughters Helen 
and Clare of whom he was so proud.

John Wilmot

From John Barnatt
I have many special memories of Paul, after spending 
what must be 100+ trips underground with him.  
His generous contributions to my research and its 
presentation have been invaluable; the Ecton Mines 
book and numerous articles in Mining History would 
not have been the same without Paul’s excellent 
photographs.  For me these came at an enjoyable price, 
often with me holding a flashgun and at other times 
helping Paul putting in survey control, sometimes up to 
the proverbials in cold water.
It did not always go to plan – one of my fondest 
memories is of a trip into Brynlow Mine, at Alderley 
Edge, when Dave Webb was to be seen, as the boat 
capsized, sinking below the water in ‘Statue of Liberty’ 
pose with Paul shouting ‘mind my b****y flash gun’.
Most importantly of all, I have regarded Paul as a close 
friend for the last 20 years and one who always went the 
extra mile whenever there were mines to record.

John Barnatt

From Clive Westlake
Readers of this Newsletter will know of Paul’s 
outstanding photographs, especially those recording 
the historic mining heritage.  I knew him as a good 
friend for more than fifty years, of which my strongest 
memories date from the 60s and 70s; we did plenty of 
caving together.
When I first met him he was an apprentice mines 
surveyor with the National Coal Board at Measham 
Colliery - which has since passed into our historic 
mining heritage!  Paul was extremely active with the 
Eldon Pothole Club and played a major part in such 
adventures as re-surveying Giant’s Hole and Oxlow 
Cavern and the resulting connection, which established 
what was briefly the deepest cave in the country.
As well as much other surveying and photography in 
Derbyshire, he made his mark in other areas.  In South 
Wales he was present on the first through trip in Tunnel 
Cave and on another memorable day in Ogof Ffynnon 
Ddu, when we helped dig through a choke to emerge at 
what is now known as Top Entrance.  He was also on 
a series of demanding trips down Ogof Agen Allwedd 
when we dug a route through the Fifth Boulder Choke 
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and created the Grand Circle.  Paul will be remembered 
for his photographs and his knowledge of mines past 
and present, but let no-one forget that he was also an 
energetic and accomplished caver.

Clive Westlake

From Michael  Strassburger
My first brief contact with Paul was the annual photo 
competition of a mining magazine twenty years ago.  He 
kept winning it for years.
I first met him when I was working at the Winsford 
Rock Salt Mine early in 2006.  I was lucky enough to be 
able swap a shift with the mine manager and take Paul 
on a tour around the mine.  Many more trips and mines 
followed until the summer of 2014.
Paul was a frequent visitor to Germany in recent years 
and recorded several interesting mines during his time 
there.  As usual his speed of working, and especially the 
quality of his photographs, was amazing for everyone 
involved!

Michael  Strassburger

Paul Deakin’s Photographic Heritage
A few years ago Paul very kindly offered to pass his 
extensive photographic collection, extending back over 
some six decades, to English Heritage.  My colleagues 
in our national photographic archive had confirmed they 
were indeed very interested in acquiring and curating 
such a remarkable collection, but in order to maximise 
its historical and archaeological value it would need to 
be accompanied by a comprehensive index.

Paul had since completed his so-called ‘snaps index’ 
(a choice of words which is very Paul), and at the time 
of his passing discussions were in hand with English 
Heritage concerning the transfer of his collection, and 
also with regard to the preparation of a book to promote 
its truly exceptional content.

Jon Humble
English Heritage

Historic Aerial Photographic Camera
In Newsletter No. 150, April 2014, the writer published 
an article entitled “Historic Aerial Photography - an 
Invaluable Research resource”.

Recently I found that the Bakewell Old House Museum 
contains a Second World War aerial photography camera 
very similar to those used by the Royal Air Force during 
and immediately after the conflict.
This is a Kodak Aero Ektar camera, also known in the 
US Air Force as the K-24, and was a modification of 
the standard RAF F.24 camera.  It took 5 inch square 
negatives and is fitted with a 7 inch (178mm) f2.5 lens.
The Bakewell Old House Museum has an extremely fine 
collection of items which date back to the Tudor period, 
as indeed does the house itself, and a visit to this fine 
museum can be highly recommended.
For more information take a look at their website: 

http://www.oldhousemuseum.org.uk/ 
Members intending to visit should note that the Bakewell 
Old House Museum closes for the winter between early 
November and about the third week of March.
The writer would like to thank Anita Spencer and the 
museum staff for their assistance, and the Bakewell and 
District Historical Society for facilitating access to this 
exhibit for photography.

Steve Thompson

Paul at work “dialling” in Masson Mine.
Photo:  Michael Strassburger

A Kodak Aero Ektar aerial photography camera
Photo:  Steve Thompson
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Obituary
W J (Wes) Taylor, 1936-2014
Wes, as he was always known, was born in Tamworth, 
Staffordshire.  After an uneventful schooling he started 
work at Dunlop, but soon moved to the pits, of which 
there were still several active in the 1950s.  This 
exempted him from National Service but he had to 
undertake further education.  He subsequently qualified 
as a Mining Engineer at Stoke College.

He met his future wife Val in the late 1950s, and they 
married in 1961.  They had two children, Helen and Ian, 
and two grand children.
He then changed careers and moved to Allied Breweries, 
where he worked for over thirty years.  The work 
involved much travel for considerable periods to places 
like Kenya, where the family were able to go out to visit 
him during their holidays.
Wes was a practical fellow and built two houses, the first 
was in Atherstone and the second in Walton on Trent, 
where Wes and Val lived for forty years.
He had many hobbies too, which included flying model 
aeroplanes, flying real aeroplanes, and bee keeping, and 
he was a member of the Royal Observer Corps, of which 
he remained a member until the end of the Cold War.

His continuing interest throughout was the Peak 
District Mines Historical Society.  He took part in 
both underground and surface meets, accompanied by 
the family.  Ian tells of a very cold Easter, camping in 
Nenthead, when they almost froze.  He was involved  in 
the restoration work at Magpie Mine and Temple Mine.
His major contribution to the Society was as a member 
of the Committee, where he  held many positions 
including Chairman, Deputy Chairman, Treasurer, 
Newsletter Editor and Membership Secretary as well 
as one of the elected Ordinary Directors; each office he 
held was conducted with great skill and dedication.  He 
is unique in having held more Committee posts than 
any other member.  He also represented the Society at 
NAMHO for many years. 
Another big passion was steam trains and engines, with 
visits to the Great Dorset Steam Fair being a favourite.  
He also participated in building a model steam train.
He and Val both enjoyed travel, visiting every continent 
including places like Nepal and China before these 
places became commercialised.  They also visited 
Germany and Cyprus many times, as their children were 
based there as members of the British Army.
He had a passion for life and helped many others on 
their journeys, and he will be greatly missed by all who 
were privileged to know him.

Mave and Mike Luff

The Mystery of the Missing Leaflet
Some of the more astute members who have read the 
October newsletter will have noticed something missing. 
Holding the envelope by the closed end and shaking 
hard revealed not a thing. Where was the second flyer?
The answer is simple and down to the wonderful way 
that Royal Mail operate.  To save on postage costs we 
try to send the newsletter out folded to fit a standard C5 
envelope which costs 53p, however with the addition of 
several leaflets as well as the flyer we were very close to 
the dreaded 5mm thickness limit.  If we had exceeded 
this the cost would have gone up to 73p, so the decision 
was made to only include one  leaflet.
If any member is feeling deprived please drop me a line 
and a further copy can be sent with your next mailing.

Mike Luff
Publication Sec.

Magpie Cottage Fees
After eleven years of fixed cottage fees, the increase 
in maintenance costs and fuel (gas & diesel) prices has 
necessitated raising accommodation charges from the 1st 
of January 2015 to the following very reasonable rates
 Members, per night: £ 5.00
 Guests, per  night: £ 8.00
 Day fee: £ 1.00

Mave Luff
Cottage Warden

magpiebookings@pdmhs.com

Wes descending a shaft on Old Millclose Mine, believed 
to be one now known as “Sleeper Shaft”, but originally 
known to the old miners as the Hamber Grove shaft of 
1688, behind the Red Lion at Wensley.

Photo:  Harry M Parker
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A Visit to Cavendish Mill, Stoney 
Middleton
This is a report on a visit to the British Fluorspar plant 
at Cavendish Mill on the 19th of November 2014, 
when I was part of a visiting group from the Minerals 
Engineering Society.

The plant at Cavendish Mill which had been closed in 
2010 was, in 2012, purchased by British Fluorspar, a 
subsidiary of the Italian Fluorsid Group.  Their target 
is to process around 200,000 tonnes per annum of ore 
to produce 40,000 tonnes of acid grade fluorspar, 8,000 
tonnes of barytes and 1,000 tonnes of lead concentrate.
Ore is being obtained from three sources - Milldam 
Mine, the opencast at Longstone Edge, and the new 
opencast at Tearsall on Bonsall Moor.  The opencast on 
Longstone Edge will be worked out in a few months 
time, whilst Milldam has a twenty year life and the 
Tearsall opencast is expected to have an eight year life.
Following refurbishment, the mill became operational 
again in April 2013, and it is now operating in 
campaigns of seven days on and seven days off and is 
processing around 1,700 tonnes per day.
The plant flowsheet is very similar to that shown in the 
article by John Bramley  in 1991 (PDMHS Bulletin Vol. 
11, No. 3, page 157).
Around twenty people, from a workforce of sixty, are 
employed in the plant, and it is interesting to note that 
the fresh water supply comes from Watergrove Mine.
The fluorspar product is sold to a number of customers 
in Italy and Mexico, with some very high purity material 
going into welding rod manufacture.  The galena 
concentrate is being packed into bulk bags and sold to 
China.
One of the other members of the group was Mr Doug 
Jenkinson who, as PDMHS members will recall, gave 
a very interesting talk before the 2013 AGM on his 
experiences at Cavendish Mill shortly after World War 2.
My thanks go to Chris Large, Mill Superintendent for 
this very enlightening  and informative visit. 

John Pigott

Contributing to the Newsletter
Contributions to the PDMHS Newsletter will always be 
gratefully received.  There are a number of ways you can 
send your masterpiece in:-
1: By Email:
This is perhaps in many ways the most convenient way 
for those equipped to use it.  Preferably please send text 
as a Microsoft Word document.  Try to keep to a simple 
format, I would recommend Times New Roman in 16 
point for main headings, 14 point for sub-headings and 
12 point for the main body of the text.
Please try to give your work a meaningful title.
DO NOT embed photographs or diagrams in the text, 
send the images separately.  Ideally send photographs as 
300dpi  RGB JPEG or TIFF files.
Drawings and diagrams may be sent in any convenient 
bitmap or vector format.
2: By Post:
If you wish to send your work by post it is best typed 
following the email guidelines - the text can then be 
scanned in directly using OCR.  However, I am quite 
happy to accept legible hand written articles too...
Good quality photographs and drawings are always 
welcome, or could be sent as digital images on a CD.
3: By Telephone:
You could even phone me and dictate an item while I 
crayon it on the wall to be typed later.  However you 
choose, your contribution will be most welcome.  My 
contact details for all three methods are on page 20.

Steve Thompson

Scanning Old Newsletters
The project that myself and Dave Williams have now 
been working on for some time, scanning older issues of 
the Newsletter, has now taken us back to \Newsletter No. 
15, March 1980 (although No. 16 is so far missing).
However, this certainly does not mean that the project 
is close to completion!  The first Newletter (No. 1) was 
published in January 1962, and 76 issues were produced 
in this series until the Newsletter was relaunched, with 
No. 1 in the second series appearing in October 1975.
So, this issue is the 229th that the Society has produced.  
The digital archive contains 138 issues up to now, so 
there is plenty to keep us busy for a little while yet!
Where possible they are scanned with Optical Character 
Recognition (OCR) to generate computer-readable, 
computer-searchable PDF files.  Sometimes, however, 
because of printing artefacts some words may not be 
recognised in a search.  As we proceed further back in 
time it is likely that print quality issues will mean that 
OCR scanning is not appropriate, and we will then have 
to resort to scanning them as image PDF files which will 
have to be read, and searched, in the traditional manner.

Steve Thompson

A view of the plant buildings at Cavendish Mill
Photo:  John Pigott
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Book Review
Mining in Cornwall and Devon: Mines and 
Men
By Roger Burt, with Raymond Burnley, Michael Gill 
and Alasdair Neill, 2014.  Published by the Exeter 
University Press.  Paperback, 272pp. + CD.  £25.00.
ISBN: 978-0-8598988-9-8

For those interested in mining statistics for the southwest 
of England mining field this book is a ‘must’.  It covers 
production from this important (some would say the 
most important!) UK mining district from the later 18th 
century through to the present day.  It is the culmination, 
to date, of work started over 40 years ago by the lead 
author and colleagues at Exeter University to compile 
mineral statistics for the UK.  Initially this work was 
based on the annual reports started by Robert Hunt in 
1853, with some earlier data from 1845 to 1847, and 
published for nearly 70 years by the Geological Survey 
of Great Britain.  The summary for the Cornish Mines, 
by Roger Burt, Peter Waite and Ray Burnley, was 
published by the Exeter University Press, in conjunction 
with the Northern Mines Research Society, in 1987.
This new work builds on that earlier publication, 
extending the period covered by utilising other sources 
of information to take the data back into the 1790s, 
and for the near century since the annual mineral 
statistics ceased to be prepared to the present day.  The 
bulk of the data provided in the book is by means of a 
CD which allows interactive interrogation of the data 
through a web browser interface, making the data readily 
accessible and easy to search.

In addition to the detailed production data and details 
of owners and managers, the book provides a useful 
summary of the data sources used and summaries of 
output of the mines in Cornwall and Devon over three 
centuries.  These include the annual mineral statistics 
themselves, data from the stannaries, ticketings and 
elsewhere, and the returns of the Duchy of Cornwall, the 
principal mineral right owner.
While the southwest is well known for its production 
of copper and tin, the authors have also provided 
summaries of the other metal ores and other 
commodities produced in the mining field, sometimes 
as by-products to the principal metals but often as 
specifically mined products in their own right.  These 
include iron, lead, silver, zinc, tungsten, uranium, 
manganese, arsenic, barite, fluorite, slate and coal.
The book does not set out or try to be a comprehensive 
history of mining in southwest England, which will 
be a huge task for someone one day, it does, however, 
provide the context and background that will be an 
essential part of such a project.  It also demonstrates 
very well that Cornwall and Devon were not just copper 
and tin mining areas, but that the area has also produced 
a wealth of other metals and commodities as well.
Definitely a book for the specialist!

Richard Shaw

New Members
Please welcome this satisfyingly large group of new 
members who have recently joined the Society.

Stewart & Janet Brady, BELPER
Liam and Lindsey Burr, IMMINGHAM
Michael Dinsdale, LONDON
Ecton Mines Educational Trust, Ecton, ASHBOURNE
Mr R.W. Howard, SOUTHAMPTON
Kate Lloyd, Quidenham, NORWICH
Catherine Mills, Kincardine, ALLOA
Kingston Moss, MANSFIELD
Catherine Rawson, Eyam, HOPE VALLEY
Helen Shaw and  George Duszczak, CHESTERFIELD
Mrs S. Varley, BAKEWELL

We hope they will all find their membership of the 
Society both enjoyable and rewarding, and that they will 
play a full part in all the activities of the Society.

Keith Gregory

PDMHS e-Newsletter
There are now three ways to get the PDMHS Newsletter:

a) The printed Newsletter by post only
b) The e-Newsletter by email only
c) Both of the above

The e-Newsletter includes full colour photographs, but 
image quality is not quite as high as the printed edition.
If you wish to change how you receive the Newsletter 
please contact me, the Newsletter Editor, using the 
contact details on the next page.

Steve Thompson
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Book Review
Gouffre Berger, by Mark Wright, Robbie 
Shone & others
Hard backed with 256 pages and 143 photos.
Available from:  www.gouffreberger.org

Whilst not a book about mines this will no doubt interest 
many PDMHS members who are also cavers.
After four years of work the book, Gouffre Berger – 
L’esprit d’équipe (Team Spirit), was officially launched 
at the 2014 Hidden Earth in Leek.  Hard backed with 
256 pages this high quality, large format, coffee table 
book features the stunning photographs of this fantastic 
cave system by award-winning photographer Robbie 
Shone and a team of dedicated assistants.  As well as 
providing a history of the cave’s original exploration it 
also contains valuable information for those thinking of 
organizing their own summer expedition.
The chapter on geomorphology by Tony Waltham 
explains the development of the cave in a clear way 
without too much scientific terminology.
The chapter on photography by Robbie Shone is the 
story of the expeditions required to take the many 
hundreds of photographs required rather than a treatise 
on cave photography.

Following are a few informative chapters describing 
the way to the cave, the history of cave rescue and a 
description of the area where the cave is located.
Chapters on the history of exploration describe the 
discoveries, lists the people involved and has one or 
two anecdotes, as well as recollections of original 

explorers and is, in my opinion, 
the best part of the written book.  
The photographs, however, are 
magnificent and they alone make 
the book a worthwhile purchase.
The rest of the book contains 
useful information - surveys; 
rigging guides; equipment lists; 
weblinks, and advice which will 
be useful for anyone planning an 
expedition.
Since 2010 the project has seen 
seven photographic expeditions 
to the Berger, as well as a number 
of other visits to participate in the 
large international expeditions 
organized by local members of the 
French Federation of Speleology 
(FFS) to clean up the cave.
All profits from the sale of the 
book will support the work of the 
Ghar Parau Foundation, a charity 
which provides grant aid to assist 

British caving expeditions to all parts of the world, and 
Association Nicola, a French charity which supports the 
development of underground communication systems 
for exploration and, most especially, rescue operations.
The book has a cover price of £40.00, reflecting the 
quality of the final publication and the considerable 
efforts of a large number of people, both in the UK and 
France.  It is published with both English and French 
text, the translation having been carried out free of 
charge by members of the FFS.

Dave Clucas

PDMHS Newsletter, April 2015
The deadline for the April 2015 edition of the Newsletter 
is Sunday the 1st of March 2015

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com
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