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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

The 2015 AGM and Social Gathering
The 2015 Annual General Meeting and Social 
Gathering will be held on Saturday the 14th of 
November 2015 at the Peak District Mining Museum 
in Matlock Bath.  Following the success of last year’s 
new-style event we will be retaining the same format 
for the event this year, and we hope that many members 
will once again attend to participate and enjoy.
The Annual General Meeting will take place at 12:00, 
followed by an informal Buffet Lunch at 13:00.
At 14:30 the afternoon programme of entertainment will 
commence, which we intend to consist of the traditional 
mixture of illustrated talks, film shows, etc.
Finalised details, including the cost of the buffet, the  
menu, and details of the afternoon entertainment, will 
be published in the October issue of the Newsletter, 
together with a booking form for you to use.

Robin Hall

Membership Renewal 2015 - 2016
Members are reminded that their membership will be 
due for renewal on the 1st of September 2015.
Subscriptions for 2015 - 2016 are as follows: 
 Individual Member: £21.00
 Joint Members: £23.00
 Family Members: £25.00
 Institutional Member: £27.00
A Membership Renewal Form is included with this 
Newsletter, please respond promptly.  You can also 
pay your subscription by Bank Transfer, using the 
Membership Number on your Newsletter mailing label 
as reference.  Please confirm your renewal by email to 
membership@pdmhs.com and treasurer@pdmhs.com.
Please refer to the Renewal Form for full details.

Keith Gregory

The Data Protection Act 1998
A Summary of the Society’s Policy
The Society needs to keep personal information about 
its members to ensure the smooth running of the Society.  
This includes your name and address, and, (if you have 
provided them,) your telephone number(s) and e-mail 
address.  We also keep a record of your subscription 
payments, including any Gift Aid donations.
We use this information:–
a) to check that your membership is up to date and 

remind you when renewal is due;
b) to distribute the Newsletter and Bulletin (‘Mining 

History’);
c) to keep you up to date with news of events and 

activities associated with the Society;
d) to claim recovery of Gift Aid payments from HMRC.
To prevent members’ personal data being used for direct 
marketing, we do not disclose this information to any 
third parties, and we do not publish a membership list.
We do not collect or hold any information about a 
member’s racial or ethnic origin, their political opinions, 
religious beliefs, trade union membership, health, sexual 
orientation or criminal record, information defined in the 
Data Protection Act as ‘sensitive personal data’.
We may from time to time collect the names of members 
and guests attending meetings and field trips:–
a) for safety (to ensure everyone is accounted for at the 

end of a trip);
b) to determine the popularity of events, and thus assist 

with planning our programme of future events.
Any member may request a copy of the information that 
the Society holds about him or her:  such requests should 
be made in writing to the Membership Secretary, Peak 
District Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, Matlock Bath, 
Matlock, DE4 3NR.  Please enclose a stamped self-
addressed envelope.

Steve Thompson, Hon. Secretary

A New Logo!
The masthead of this Newsletter displays, for the first time, a new version of the Wirksworth Miner logo that has been 
used by the Society throughout most of recorded history...
This new drawing has been created by the Society’s Conservation Officer, Adam Russell, specifically for use on the new 
Society website, which is rapidly approaching its final stages of development before it is ready to be unleashed onto an 
unsuspecting world.  However, as you see, I managed to steal a copy of it to use first!
I would like to thank Adam for his work on this, and I hope you, as members of the Society, will appreciate and value it.

Steve Thompson
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Meets List:  Summer - Autumn 2015
Please Note:  If you would like to come along on any 
of these meets it would be helpful if you could please 
phone, text or email the leader, it is useful to know how 
many are planning to attend, and how many will be 
wanting food afterwards.  Thank you.

1: Heritage Walk – The Crich Mining Field
Tuesday 7th July 2015.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the Cliff Inn, Crich.
On this walk we will make a long-awaited revisit to this 
interesting mining field.  We will be taking a look at the 
sites of Jingler, Wakebridge, Smiths Adit, Glory and Old 
End Mines, and looking at the course of Ridgeway and 
Fritchley soughs.
Optional buffet afterwards at the Cliff Inn, Crich.

2:  Training Session, Devonshire Cavern, 
Matlock Bath
Tuesday 14th July 2015.  Organiser:  Paul Chandler, 
meet 7.15pm at the Peak District Lead Mining Museum, 
Matlock Bath.  Please park elsewhere.
Training session involving SRT (Single Rope Technique) 
and flexible ladder climbing, aimed at novices.  SRT 
involves two techniques; Prussic for ascent and Abseil 
for descent.  You will require an SRT kit, spare kits will 
be brought along for you to examine and to have a go if 
you do not have your own.  In addition, there will be an 
opportunity to climb up & down a flexible wire ladder.
To reach the training area involves easy, dry passage of 
mainly walking or stooping size.  Party size is limited 
and booking is essential.  Observers welcome.  Optional 
drink afterwards in the Midland Hotel, Matlock Bath.
To book your place please contact Paul Chandler, 
contact details are below.

3: Heritage Walk – Masson Hill
Tuesday 21st July 2015.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the car park at the top of the Clatterway
A walk which will take us over Masson Hill looking at 
mines such as Dark Holes, Primrose, the Great Masson 
Cavern, High Loft, Dale, King, & Gentlewomen’s.  
Optional food and drink at the Kings Head, Bonsall 
afterwards.

4:  Training Session, Devonshire Cavern, 
Matlock Bath
Sunday 26th July 2015.  Organiser:  Paul Chandler, meet 
10.00am at the Peak District Lead Mining Museum, 
Matlock Bath.  Please park elsewhere.
Details are the same as the 14th July, except that you 
should bring a packed lunch if you intend to stay all day.  
The Society’s Training Co-ordinator Martin Long will 
also be in attendance.  Party size is limited and booking 
essential.  Observers are welcome.
To book your place please contact Paul Chandler.

5: Heritage Walk – The Bonsall Moor Area
Tuesday 19th August 2015.  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
at 7.00pm at Park Bottom, Bonsall
A walk which will take us up Boiling Pot Lane and up 
onto Dig Leys, from here we will head out towards the 
Hollow Church Way lime kiln and the Romano British 
settlement. After a stop here we will head over the top 
of Sugar Lumps quarry and out to the old town piece, 
following various paths and tracks from here will bring 
us back to the start of the walk.
Optional buffet afterwards at the Kings Head, Bonsall.

6: Heritage Walk – Wirksworth and its 
History
Tuesday 1st September 2015.  Leader Tony Wood, meet 
at 7.00pm in the Lime Kiln car park.
A walk that will take us around the town of Wirksworth 
to look at where the various trades and public houses 
were once located.  We will also take a look at the 
Barmote Court building.
Optional food and drink at the Lime Kiln afterwards.

7: Heritage Day 2015 – Magpie Mine 
Sheldon
This year’s Heritage day will be held at the Magpie 
Mine Sheldon on Sunday the 12th of September 2015. 
Anyone who is willing to help out on the day, either by 
guiding visitors around the mine, helping make tea and 
coffee, or helping with car park parking please contact 
Tony Wood. Any help would be gratefully appreciated.

8: Arrock Black Marble Mine, Ashford 
and Cracknowl Wood Mine Level, Ashford 
Northside
Tuesday 15th September 2015.  Leader: Paul Chandler, 
meet 7.15pm Ashford village, park near the church. 
Cracknowl Wood Mine Level will be visited first.  The 
level is relatively short, but of interest.  It is an easy 
grade, dry trip.  A short, crawly entrance passage leads to 
a walking size passage, with an optional climb at the end 
of the level.  Reference:  Society Newsletter No.141.
Arrock Black Marble Mine is an easy grade, dry trip.  
There is a short, low crawl near the entrance which leads 
into the main part of the mine.  The remainder of the 
mine is mainly walking or stooping size.
Arrock is quite different to the Rookery Black Marble 
Mine nearby, in that timber has been used to support 
the roof, some of which, you might say, has seen better 
days!   Although less extensive than the Rookery Mine, 
it is arguably more interesting.  Party size is not limited, 
but booking by contacting Paul Chandler is advisable.
Optional drink afterwards in the Bulls Head, Ashford.
Access by is permission of the Chatsworth Estate.
Reference: “Derbyshire Black Marble” by J M 
Tomlinson (PDMHS Special Publication No 4, 1996).
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9:  Holmebank Chert Mine, Bakewell
Wednesday 30th September 2015.  Leader:  Paul 
Chandler, meet 7.15pm Holme Lane, Bakewell, parking 
on the lane. 
This is an easy grade, dry trip, unless you fancy a paddle 
or swim in the flooded levels!  It consists of mostly large 
walking or stooping size passages and easy scrambles.  
The mine is quite extensive, with around five miles of 
passages!  The popular through trip is planned, from the 
quarry to the lower main entrance,  with various points 
of interest en-route.  These include:  New Year Pot, 
the only natural bit in the mine, various mine artifacts, 
including a single and a double seater (Intrigued? then 
come along!), flooded levels, a pile of shoes, etc.   An 
interesting mine, and well worth bringing a camera.  
Party size is not limited, but booking is advisable by 
contacting Paul.  Optional drink afterwards in Bakewell.
Access by permission of Oldfield Design, Bakewell, 
who request an optional donation of £2 per person to the 
Alzheimer’s Society.
Reference:  Mining History Vol.13, No. 5 (1998).

Forthcoming Meets
Mouldridge Mine, Pikehall.  An evening trip on 
Tuesday 13th October 2015.  Leader:  Paul Chandler.
Alderley Edge Copper Mines, Cheshire.  Sunday 
18th October 2015.  Organiser:  Paul Chandler.  Visits, 
courtesy of the Derbyshire Caving Club, are planned to 
Wood Mine, Cobalt Mine and a couple of smaller mines.
Wapping Mine, Matlock Bath.  An evening trip on 
Tuesday 27th October 2015.  Leader:  Paul Chandler.
A series of evening walks and underground meets will 
be arranged through October and November; these and 
the forthcoming meets will be listed on the Society’s 
website and in the October Newsletter in due course.
Members are invited to suggest underground trips, either 
locally in the Peak District or further afield, for inclusion  
in a future Meets Programme.  Offers to lead Society 
mine trips, will also be welcomed.  Please contact Paul 
Chandler by email, phone or in person.
Please remember to keep checking the PDMHS website 
for updates on meets and talks that may have been added 
after this Newsletter went to print. 
All of the mining walks are highly recommended, details 
of sites visited can be found in the latest edition of “Lead 
Mining in the Peak District” by Rieuwerts and Ford.
If you would like to borrow a lamp & helmet, either for 
yourself or a guest or guests, then please contact Paul 
Chandler, who has a limited number of lamps, helmets & 
other equipment for a nominal cost, eg a pint at the pub!
For more information please contact:-

Tony 07891 276668
Paul 01246 220773
Email meets@pdmhs.com  (Please state in the 

title if the message is for Paul or Tony.)
Tony Wood

Trip Report
Hanging Flat Mine, Middleton Dale
Wednesday 15th April 2015, Leader Paul Chandler
Wow, what a fantastic attendance of Society members 
and guests, shown in the group photograph below!

After posing for the group photograph we entered the 
mine, sliding down through the low entrance into a 
roomy passage.  A short distance along this passage we 
came to a junction, and at this point the party split into 
two.  One group explored the large passage ahead while 
the others followed a passage to the right, the two groups 
swapped over afterwards.  Both these passages are only 
quite short, so there were no route finding problems, 
although as there is an open 40ft deep shaft in the 
floor towards the end of the right hand passage, care is 
required!
The mine was worked for fluorspar in late 1970s and 
early 1980s and contains a few artefacts from those days, 
but it also contains quite a few polystyrene “boulders” 
and timber, dating from some later activity in the mine, 
described below.  Some of the group had a bit of fun 
playing with these “boulders” during our trip.
The mine was one of the locations used during filming 
of an episode of the first series of the ITV programme 
“Peak Practice”, with Kevin Whately & Amanda Burton.  
I have got a copy of this particular episode, which was 
entitled ‘Light at the end of the tunnel’.

Paul Chandler

Hidden Earth 2015
Hidden Earth 2015, the UK’s annual caving conference, 
is being held from the 25th to the 27th of September, 
2015 at the Churchill Academy, Churchill, near Bristol.
For more details about the venue, programme, travel and 
accommodation details, bookings etc. take a look at the 
Hidden Earth website:

http://hidden-earth.org.uk/index.html
Steve Thompson

The group assembled ready for the trip.
Left to right:  Fay Hartley, Bill Morley, George Duszczak, 
Ann Wilson, Helen Shaw, Marie Naylor, Linda Morley, 
Vicky Bell, Martin Harvey, Kevin Stokes, Sid Harvey, 
Keith Turner and Tom Collins.

Photo:  Paul Chandler

mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 53
Miner’s Graffiti, Speedwell Mine, 
Castleton, SK 1392 8274
It has long been known that there are good 18th century 
miners’ inscriptions in Speedwell Mine (Rieuwerts 
and Ford 1985; Ford 1991; 2008; Cordingley 1999; 
Barnatt and Webb 2004a/b).  These include the well-
known Miner’s Toast of 1781, while others comprise 
peoples’ initials, occasionally also with a date.  Most 
are associated with the mine canal started in 1771 and 
probably finished in 1782. A few new miner’s initials 
have recently been found, as part of a review of the 
miner and caver inscriptions in the Cavern, the latter to 
be published separately (Barnatt with Peppit and Webb 
in press.).  Thus a review of those directly associated 
with the canal and miner’s upstream route to the Boulder 
Piles are given here. 
Many of the inscriptions are in distinctive 18th century 
script with serifs and with crossed ‘I’s, which was the 
18th century way of writing a J and the interchangeable 
I. Suggestions as to the full names of several of the 
miners who carved their initials have been made 
previously (Ford 1991; Rieuwerts and Ford 1985).
The Miner’s Toast is well described elsewhere, but in 
brief comprises ‘MN Oct 20th 1781’ with ‘JIB’ below 
and ‘A Health to All Mines and Mentainers of Mines’ 
together with a drawing of a bottle with glass; nearby 
there were two crude depictions of boats, one now 
smeared and not clearly visible.  Nearby and perhaps 
added on the same occasion are the initials ‘IB’, 
appearing twice.  The Toast inscription was made when 
the streamway was first entered from the unfinished 
canal and miners explored upstream as far as it was 
practicable to go. Near here, the entrance to Cliff 
Passage, a short easy climb above the main streamway, 
had dry mud on its wall and roof which made an ideal 
medium for leaving a commemorative inscription.
Initials carved with a pick into limestone, probably all 
made by miners, are found in various other parts of the 
mine, mostly in places significant to the operation of the 
mine.  The most frequent are at the top passage to The 
Bung, where water was let out of the canal when it was to 
be cleaned.  Here there is ‘IR.MR   IN 1783 IF’, and also 
‘B, JIB, RB, SB, BH, (I)H, JH, JH, (P)H, I, JN, TN, AP, 
P, GP, JP, FR, ER, HIR, JJR, JT’ with ‘JH’ at the bottom 
of The Bung Hole ladder.  In the past ‘GBP and TP’ have 
also been recorded (Rieuwerts and Ford 1985). Further 
upstream, between the Whirlpool where the canal ended 
and the Boulder Piles, one of the main places where ore 
was worked above, there are ‘IA, MR, BT, IW’.
Going out along the canal, in the areas visited by 
tourists, there are also several inscriptions.  At the 
Bottomless Pit, all on the north wall, these include ‘CT 
1806’ in a rectangular box, possibly superimposed on 
‘IT’, ‘CT ?cumt?’, and ‘CE or GE, WSB, JH, IB, GH, 
JH, CT, EH, RT’. Trevor Ford also recorded ‘TAL, HP, 

HM’; perhaps these now lie behind electrical fittings or 
the interpretation panel?
At Halfway House, the now partially silted short branch 
of the canal into Longcliffe vein, there are ‘J Royse’ 
and ‘RN’ at its end. (‘J Royce’ appears again, with 
other initials, in a passage above at the top of a winze, 
accompanied by the dates 1845, 1850 and 1857; the way 
to here has now run-in: Phil Wolstenholme pers. comm.). 
While these inscriptions are done with a pick and are of 
late-18th or 19th century date, it is unclear whether they 
are done by miners or visitors.  They started driving the 
level in 1771, but rich ore deposits were not found and 
they closed the mine in 1794, with only brief periods of 
reworking, at a small scale, in 1802-14 and 1844-47. By 
1802 there was a visitor guide living on site (Rieuwerts 
and Ford 1985) and through the rest of the 19th century 
until today, the canal and cavern was a tourist attraction 
with a fee charged (for examples see Jewitt 1811; Ward 
1827; Adam 1851; Jewitt 1872).

Present:  John Barnatt, Richard Shaw, 
Terry Worthington

Reported:  John Barnatt
Acknowledgements:

Many thanks to Richard and Terry for helping check 
initials and to Trevor Ford for comment.

References:
Adam, W.  1851  Gem of the Peak, or Matlock Bath 
and its Vicinity (5th ed.). London. 
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record or mindless vandalism. Cave and Karst 
Science.
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Speedwell. Descent 181, p. 23.
Barnatt, J. and Webb, D.  2004b  The Speedwell 
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Chance Level, Ible Wood, Via Gellia, 
Derbyshire, SK 254 568
Following on from the report by John Hicklin in 
Observations and Discoveries part 51 of the level in Ible 
Wood, further documentary research enables a positive 
identification to be made and confirms that the vein was 
at work in the pre-gunpowder era.
Some 17th century records relating to the area are cited 
in Rieuwerts (2010), one of which is a 1678 reference to 
a vein being worked in Ible Wood in 1654 that extended 
into Lamber Close.  Examination of the Ible Tithe Map 
and Award (Derbyshire Record Office D2372 A/PI 
14/1) shows that the cluster of fields bearing this name 
are on the range of the vein the level was driven on, 
just beyond the wood.  With a known working date of 
1654, firesetting in workings on the level is thus highly 
probable in narrow parts of the vein where limestone 
needed removal to follow the mineralisation.
Also cited are 19th century Barmaster’s records, one 
for 1832 granting the Potosi title (which lies above 
Ible Wood) to George Spencer for the use of Reuben 
Spencer at his level in Ible Wood.  Another Barmaster 
entry records the sale in 1871 of Potosi or Chance Level.  
This would point towards this being the name of the 
level, and further weight to this comes from the first 
series Ordnance Survey 25” to the mile map for the area 
published in 1880.  This marks the level as ‘Lead Mine’ 
but importantly, not as old or disused, suggesting it was 
still active at the time of survey, which is possible given 
the recorded 1871 sale.  It also shows a path running 
from the Ible road to the mine, which can still be traced 
on the ground. On later editions of the 25 inch to the 
mile map, the path is not shown and the mine is marked 
as ‘Old Lead Mine’.
One further point of interest can be picked up from the 
historic Ordnance Survey maps.  At the point where the 
road from Ible comes down to meet the Via Gellia and 
crosses the brook, the stream is shown as dividing into 
two under the bridge.  The stream is no longer divided 
at this point, but given the vein crosses the valley very 
close to the bridge then, as Jim Rieuwerts has suggested, 
it is likely that the documented Potosi Sough came to 
day here.  Unfortunately, the bridge has been rebuilt in 
modern times which may have blocked the sough tail 
if it was indeed here; examination of the brook side for 
some distance downstream by this author has shown no 
sign of a possible alternative location.

Reported: Adam Russell
Reference:

Rieuwerts, J. H.  (2010) Lead Mining in Derbyshire: 
History Development & Drainage.  3. Elton to the 
Via Gellia.  Ashbourne: Horizon Press.

Pyrites and Calamine at High Rake Mine, 
Little Hucklow, Derbyshire, SK 1635 7775
It was reported in the High Rake report in Mining 
History 18.1 & 2 that ‘one interesting detail, and the 
only one of its kind, is the sale of Calamine for 11s 3d 

in Oct. 1843, which was not brought forward to the 
Company reckoning book.’ Recently, while searching 
for something completely different, a small amount of 
further information was found. In an un-authored note 
written sometime after the mine closed in 1852 it was 
recorded that ‘there was some very fine pyrites got in 
this mine, also a small quantity of Calamine. NB The 
pyrites the miners called Brazil or Cockscomb silver’.  
The pyrite no doubt came from the toadstone, but 
whether it was ever sold by the company is not known.

Reported:  John Barnatt
Reference:

Derbyshire Record Office, Bagshawe collection 
587/70, Undated 19th century list of mines with notes.

Natural Passages in the Lower Bung stopes 
and further sediment workings in the Pit 
Props series, Speedwell Mine, Castleton, 
SK 1392 8274
On a recent trip into the Lower Bung stopes (see 
Observations and Discoveries, Part 50), a floor-level 
crawl was noted at the back of the lowest stope but was 
not examined owing to time pressures.  On a subsequent 
photographic visit with Lisa Wootton, the crawl was 
entered after removing a few deads to gain a constricted 
space beyond, on a floor of backfill.  A loud ‘gurgling’ 
sound, reminiscent of a streamway below the floor was 
distinctly heard in this area, but as the main streamway 
was some way off, this led to some confusion as to what 
water this actually was, and a visual inspection was 
prevented by the confined space.  Nevertheless, a hole at 
the back wall of the void appears to audibly link to the 
water, and with further deads removed would probably 
allow entry to find out more. 
To the left of the entry point, a short crawl led to a 
squeeze, mostly filled with glutinous mud and deads, and 
with dark space and a distinct echo beyond.  As Lisa is 
the smaller of us, she was delegated to push the squeeze, 
and shovel the muck back to me for ‘stacking’ in the 
confined space.  Five minutes of digging enabled us to 
crawl through into a small natural chamber, roughly 
circular, with an apparently blocked and rather small 
‘shaft’ in the roof.  The chamber has bands of rounded 
pebbles stuck to the walls in ‘tide marks’ and has been 
significantly water-worn, probably under phreatic 
conditions owing to an absence of scalloping.  Sediment 
is left on small ledges in places, and the chamber has the 
appearance of once being completely submerged.
There is no other route back out to the main pipe or the 
streamway, but a low natural passage to the right of the 
squeeze trends slightly away from the line of the main 
streamway, toward the Long Bypass Passage, but with 
some distance of blank space between; at this horizon 
the passage should pass beneath the Short Bypass.  
The passage has seen some modification by miners - 
approximately 20cm above a distinctly sandy floor, a 
neat row of stemple sockets is seen on both sides of the 
passage, suggesting either a plankway over water, or as a 
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roof over a much deeper original floor.  However, given 
the proximity and similar altitude to the main streamway, 
any excavations at depth here would be likely to flood 
easily, so the former explanation is more probable.
The passage continues as a hands-and-knees crawl for 
a short distance, with small packs of deads stacked in 
the roof, but with no obvious corresponding upward 
working above; presumably these were just stuffed 
into any space available to save effort.  The walls are 
clearly water-worn with smooth undulations, and with 
tiny veins present in places.  After a few metres, a 
large pillar of naturally-cemented stones blocking the 
passage is encountered, with a neat arch cut through it, 
presumably by miners, to enable access. The brecciated 
pillar material is extremely hard, suggesting an ancient 
origin, and the stones are mostly angular fragments of 
different rock rather than rounded limestone pebbles, 
and almost certainly dropped into the passage from a 
void above. Immediately after the arch, a large terminal 
choke of boulders, gangue mineral and flowstone chunks 
is encountered, blocking any further progress. 
This choke has been created by a collapse from higher-
level workings, but as there is presently no accurate 
survey of the stopes, it is difficult to determine whether 
these workings might be connected to the known 
inclined passages leading to the chokes at the base of 
the now-collapsed Cuckoo Clock Ski Slope chamber 
(accessed from the Nameless Pitch in the White River 
system), or are from a completely separate section of 
the system, as yet unentered.  Certainly the presence of 
large flowstone chunks suggests a natural component 
somewhere above.  At this point, the loud ‘gurgling’ 
sound was again heard, definitely below the floor, but 
not far away.  As this point is even further from the main 
streamway line, the presence of significant flowing water 
somewhere close by is very interesting.  A subsequent 
visit was arranged with John Gunn present to examine 
the evidence of sediment inwash (and to confirm the 
gurgling), and Wayne Sheldon also made a simple line 
survey of the new passage line.
A small natural passage was apparently entered some 
years ago from the main streamway, downstream of the 
duck, by Nigel Ball and John Cordingley (Nigel and 
John pers. comms.), and which was blocked inside by 
a choke of miner’s debris; subsequent conversations 
have suggested that our new passage may possibly be 
the ‘other end’ of this passage.  Further investigation 
clearly needs to be carried out, and a new 3D survey 
will be made of the entire Lower Bung series, upstream 
and downstream of the low streamway duck, to enable 
clarification as to the extent of the workings and possible 
further connections to other parts of the Speedwell 
system.
On a photographic visit into the Pit Props workings 
the same day, a short detour was made with John Gunn 
into the Sandpit chamber adjacent to Ford’s Cavern, to 
show him the sediment layering and the new extension 
passage recently discovered in the floor-level subsidence 
(see Observations and Discoveries, Parts 47 and 50).  

A plug of sediment adjacent to the passage had also 
recently collapsed (due to an upward dig in the workings 
beneath), revealing a new floor-level approximately 2m 
deeper than before, and with now delicately-poised dry 
sediment above it.
Climbing over the fragile cylindrical hole into the new 
passage, it was immediately obvious that there was now 
airspace on the opposite, west side of the deep hole.  
Shovelling dry sediment down the hole and gradually 
refilling it for safety, enabled a body-sized entry into 
another small stope/passage trending west under the 
original ‘floor’ of the chamber.  This ends after only a 
couple of metres, in a forefield of tightly-packed gangue, 
gravel and clay with the usual tool marks in-situ.  
Smashed mineral on the floor shows evidence of hand-
trimming before passing out for collection and feeding 
down what is probably a mined-out but now blocked ore 
chute to the Upper Pipe levels. 
A new survey of the entire system is ongoing, with 
extracts recently published, which will help to clarify the 
increasingly complex workings in this fascinating series.

Present: Phil Wolstenholme and Lisa Wootton,
later with John Gunn, Wayne Sheldon and 

Christine Wilson.
Reported:  Phil Wolstenholme

References:
Sheldon, W. and Wolstenholme, P. 2015 The Pit 
Props stopes and caverns, Speedwell Cavern, 
Castleton, Derbyshire, UK. Cave and Karst Science, 
Vol. 42, No.1, pp 7-9.

Stone-Slate or Pye-Stone Extraction, Spout 
House Hill, Bradfield, South Yorkshire, 
centred SK 275 947
On top of the flat-topped Spout House Hill north of 
Bradfield are the remains of surface and underground 
quarrying.  There are four main surface quarries and 
smaller getting pits elsewhere. Also, in the area between 
the main quarries is found a series of 9 to 11 shaft sites, 
identified from distinctive small circular hillocks of 
sinking waste surrounding backfilled shafts; the site of 
another is marked on old Ordnance Survey maps but has 
now been cleared.
These shafts look superficially like typical coal mine 
shafts, but this is not the case.  Examination of material 
exposed on the hillocks shows that the make-up is 
sandstone, rather than coal and shale, with a number 
of broken pieces of thinly bedded sandstone.  This is 
consistent with the geological map (BGS Sheet 87 
Barnsley), which shows the whole of the hilltop is Rough 
Rock, of upper Namurian age.  Regionally this comprises 
a thickly-bedded sequence of coarse sandstones overlying 
a basal unit comprised of finer-grained, thinly-laminated 
sandstone known informally as the ‘Rough Rock Flags’.  
The most notable characteristic of these beds is their 
regular, parallel bedding planes that facilitate splitting 
into thin slates or flags ranging in thickness from 1 to 5 
cm.  The same laminated basal unit has been quarried on 
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a larger scale for stone roofing slate at Harden Clough 
(near Winscar Reservoir west of Penistone) and at Brown 
Edge (north-west of Ringinglow).  At Harden Clough a 
very thin, locally-developed coal (equivalent to the Sand 
Rock Mine coal in the Rossendale area) occurs within 
the Rough Rock, while another thin coal, known as the 
Pot Clay Coal, occurs above it; there is no evidence to 
indicate that former coal is present at the Spout House 
Hill area, while the latter coal horizon (only a fireclay 
nearby) has been eroded away.  The laminated sandstone 
is one component of a compound river-bar deposit 
that forms the Rough Rock over a regional extent. The 
internal structure and fabric of braided river deposits are 
irregular and therefore it is possible that isolated local 
occurrences of laminated sandstone may be repeated 
higher in the sequence (Bristow 1993).  Looking at the 
hilltop topography and the evidence for the shafts being 
shallow, it seems likely that it was upper thin beds which 
were mined underground.  A series of Ordnance Survey 

six inch to a mile maps, surveyed in 1850-51 and revised 
in 1891, 1901 1929 and 1948, provide dating evidence 
for selected larger features.
The small size of the hillocks, which comprise sinking-
dirt, shows the shafts were relatively shallow, mostly no 
more than about 10m deep, with the exception of the two 
flat-topped shaft hillocks to the south (A), which had 
shafts that were disused by 1901, these are somewhat 
larger and thus were probably sunk to the same beds 
at somewhat greater depth, showing it is likely that 
these were dipping gently south-eastwards (although 
more generally the dip in the area is north-east and in 
a quarry at the northern end of the Spout House Hill it 
was measured at NNE).  One shaft hillock to the north 
is atypically small and perhaps the shaft was abandoned 
unfinished (B). Another shaft (C), within boulder-
strewn ground that extends eastwards along the hilltop 
(D), has the visible top of a square rock-cut shaft, with 
the bedrock present just below the turf.  Two possible 

Sketch plan of the shaft hillocks (hachured), surface quarries (stippled), and unquarried surface stone (light stipple) on Spout 
House Hill north of Bradfield.



8

shaft hillocks have been damaged to a point where 
interpretation is uncertain (E), and another shaft was 
mapped by the Ordnance Survey as disused in 1901 and 
there are now no surface remains (F).
To the north-west, a large area of quarrying (G) 
comprises a number of conjoined and relatively-shallow 
pits, with a central area that in part has been backfilled 
with spoil as quarrying proceeded, with more spoil 
tipped down the northern edge on the steep slope; parts 
around the south-eastern edge have been ‘improved’ in 
recent times.  Looking at the general rounded character 
of the pits and what was thrown away, which includes 
relatively thickly-bedded material, this was probably 
primarily a stone-slate quarry.  The form of two deep and 
steep-sided pits at the edge of the workings (H) suggest 
increasing difficulties with opencast working towards 
the end of the life of the open quarry and it may be this 
which prompted following the beds underground to the 
south and east of this area.
To the north, a deeper quarry (I), cut into the steep 
slope, has a face with both thickly-bedded stone and 
underlying ‘flags’ exposed; the quarry was not present 
in 1850-51 but was active in 1891 and disused by 1901.  
This is likely to have been a stone-slate quarry and may 
have been the source of stone-flags from Spout House 
Hill that are documented in local newspapers as being 
supplied to Sheffield in the 1870s-90s (John Hunter 
pers. comm.).  Further east along the steep hill edge a 
relatively small quarry (J) was already disused in 1850-
51, while nearby another in an improved field (K), which 
is deeper and has a retained access cart road leading out 
eastwards, was created after 1891, in use in 1901 and 
disused by 1929; this appears to have been a freestone 
quarry.  The deep quarry to the south (L), now partially 
backfilled, was in use in 1850-51 and was extended 
north by 1891 by which date it appears to have already 
been disused; one small area at the very north was 
created after 1949.
The hilltop is approached by a deep hollow-way coming 
from the south-east (M); this routeway was here by 
1850-51 and continued in use through the first half of the 
20th century.
The first identified mention of quarrying activity on the 
hill is that of Farey in 1811 (p. 431) who recorded that 
here there were ‘thin lamellar Grit-stones …. Which are 
found capable of withstanding high degrees of Heat, 
without melting or falling to pieces, [that] are formed 
into round plates about an inch thick, and 9 or 10 inches 
diameter, called Pye-stone, Pot-stones or Lump-stones, 
and are sold to iron furnaces for heating their Balls of 
scrap upon, for the Tilt Hammer’.  Spout House Hill is 
listed as one of only six sites in the region where they 
were obtained, but where on Spout House Hill these 
specialist products were quarried is not stated.  Sheffield 
City Museum has a pye-stone in its collection that was 
presumably produced somewhere local to Sheffield.
The date of the underground mining is not fully clear.  
The main shallow quarry (G) and the three southernmost 
shafts (K) are first shown on the map of 1901; this could 

be taken to suggest that these pits were created after 
1891 and disused by 1901. However, this is perhaps 
too short a period for all this to happen, and also the 
character of the mining remains, while possibly this 
date, has more in common with local mining of the 18th 
or earlier-19th centuries.  Thus, a second interpretation 
is that the underground extraction is of this date and the 
omission of features on maps surveyed in 1850-51 and 
1891 may reflect only the increasing depiction of old 
features on subsequent editions, rather than giving data 
on the date of their creation. This is supported by the pits 
being shown on the first edition Ordnance Survey one 
inch to a mile map (Sheet 22 SW), which was surveyed 
in 1838-40 and shows the pits as a ‘Slate Quarry’.

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote, John Hunter, 
David Kitching, Rick Ramsdale and Phil Shaw

Reported: John Barnatt
Geology: John Hunter

References:
Bristow, C.S. (1993) Sedimentology of the Rough 
Rock: a Carboniferous braided river sheet sandstone 
in northern England. in: Best, J. L. & Bristow, C. 
S. (eds), 1993, Braided Rivers, Geological Society 
Special Publication No. 75, pp. 291-304.
Farey, J. (1811) The Agriculture and Minerals of 
Derbyshire (Vol. 1). London: Board of Agriculture.

If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 Email:  observations@pdmhs.com

Chelmorton Mines and Mounds Walk
Thursday 16th July 2015.
On Thursday the 16th of July Adam Russell and 
Steve Thompson will be leading a walk as part of the 
Chelmorton Festival 2015.  This will start from outside 
the Church Inn, Chelmorton, at 7.00pm and will look 
at a variety of prehistoric and industrial archaeological 
sites around Chelmorton Low.
All are welcome to attend.  If you require further details 
please contact Adam on 01298 85041, or by email at 
conservation@pdmhs.com.

Adam Russell

PDMHS e-Newsletter
There are now three ways to get the PDMHS Newsletter:

a) The printed Newsletter by post only
b) The e-Newsletter by email only
c) Both of the above

To change how you receive your Newsletter please 
contact me using the contact details on the next page.

Steve Thompson

mailto:observations@pdmhs.com
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Matlock Bath Through Time
A New Permanent Exhibition at the Peak 
District Lead Mining Museum

The Peak District Lead Mining Museum has received 
£70,800 from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for 
an exciting project, Matlock Bath through time: 
Miners, Mills, Mineral Waters and Motorbikes, in 
Matlock Bath, Derbyshire.  Led by staff at the Mining 
Museum and supported by volunteers from the local 
community, the project will result in a new exhibition 
space dedicated to the rich heritage of Matlock Bath 
and Matlock.  The project will begin in July this 
year and be complete by October 2016.  Financial 
contributions to the project have also been gratefully 
received from Councillors Irene Ratcliffe and Andy 
Botham through the Community Leadership Scheme, 
Museum Development East Midlands, The Grand 
Pavilion Limited and The Headley Trust.  The Museum 
will also be contributing from its own reserves.  There 
is still £8,500 left to raise so if you can offer a donation 
towards the project, please contact the Museum.
The project will expand the current floor space of the 
museum by extending the mezzanine floor.  The new 
display area will then house an exhibition and activity 
space, with new interpretation, display cabinets, activities 
such as dressing-up, interactive exhibits and artist’s 
interpretations.  Themes explored in the exhibition are 
planned to include: The development of Matlock Bath 
as a spa resort; Hydropathic establishments; Petrifying 
wells; The arrival of the railway; Local trades and 
industries; The biking tradition; Royal and famous 
visitors; The history of Matlock Bath Illuminations 
and Venetian Nights; Victorian and Edwardian tourist 
attractions; The local area through the World Wars.  
There will be a number of training opportunities 
for volunteers to take part in, including sessions at 
Derbyshire Record Office and a chance to be involved 
with the design of a stained glass window.
Natural thermal waters have shaped the development of 
Matlock Bath as a spa resort and tourist destination from 
at least the seventeenth century, while local geology was 
a resource for the mining and quarrying industries.  In 
contrast to, but alongside its industrial past, Matlock 
Bath developed a thriving tourist trade.  Firstly for the 
upper and middle classes and later, with the coming of 
the railway in 1849, workers from cities of Sheffield, 
Manchester and Derby began to visit for day trips in 
their valuable leisure time.
The spectacular landscape, known as little Switzerland, 
attracted tourists, artists and writers, including John 
Betjeman, Byron, Erasmus Darwin and John Ruskin 
on ‘The Grand Tour’.  Royal visitors included Princess 
Victoria and the Emperor of Brazil.  There were 
hydropathic establishments, baths and water cures that 

were thought to be beneficial to the health.  Obscurities 
including monkeys and bears in the park and the famous 
‘Switchback’ ride offered additional entertainment.  
There were petrifying wells all over the village, which 
used the natural mineral water to ‘turn to stone’ everyday 
objects.  Old lead mines were opened as show caverns as 
early as the eighteenth century.
Matlock Bath Illuminations and ‘Venetian Nights’ are a 
local tradition in which the river and gorge is decorated 
with lights and illuminated boats.  It has been held 
in various forms since the early 19th century.  This 
tradition along with the location’s popularity with 
motorcyclists continues to the present day.  In modern 
times Matlock Bath has become known as an inland 
seaside resort, with family attractions and river walks, 
and has a unique atmosphere.
Commenting on the award, Robin Hall, Museum 
Project Leader said:  “We are thrilled to have received 
the support of the Heritage Lottery Fund are looking 
forward to offering something new and exciting to our 
visitors and to the local community.”

Laura Smith

Proposed Society Coach Trip
Members will have read in the last Newsletter about 
the idea of a proposed field visit by coach to the mining 
remains at Snailbeach in Shropshire.
Having canvassed members for expressions of interest 
before committing expenditure on a suitable charabanc, 
we found, sadly, that the trip would not be viable.
Whether this was an issue with venue, timing, cost or 
other reasons would be useful to know; any feedback on 
these lines would be welcomed using the usual address 
(Newsletter@pdmhs.com).  For those who did express 
an interest, we’re sorry that it hasn’t been possible to 
arrange the trip; perhaps we can organise something 
around independent travel at some point?

Nick Willers

Brian Webb
Members will be saddened to hear that Brian Webb of 
Loscoe, a long-standing member of the Society, passed 
away on the 28th of May 2015.  His funeral was held 
at Bramcote Crematorium at 10.15 on the 9th of June, 
followed by a gathering at Heanor Miners’ Welfare.

Scott Humphries

John Beck
Sadly the planned comprehensive obituary for John 
Beck, intended for this issue of the Newsletter, did not 
arrive in time for publication.
May I assure members that, in view of the particular 
value of John’s contribution to Mining and Caving 
research in the Peak District, I will make every effort to 
ensure that a fitting tribute to John will be published in 
the October issue.

Steve Thompson
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Magpie Mine
The Shaft Cap Repair Project
Some 40 years ago, members of the Society started 
a programme of fitting secure caps to the numerous 
shafts in the main field of Magpie Mine.  In general, 
these comprised galvanised steel walkway mesh 
(‘Ambideck’) panels set in concrete.  Five of the caps 
were pre-fabricated ‘doughnuts’ – circular rings – that 
were simply lowered into place over the smaller shafts, 
whilst three of the larger shafts had mesh panels bolted 
or clipped to angle-iron supports set into a stone-and-
mortar surround.  The Main Shaft was covered with 
pre-cast concrete railway sleepers, concealed by a cast-
in-situ concrete slab.  By using mesh rather than a solid 
cap, natural ventilation can be maintained, and it also 
allows visitors to look down the shafts. 
Unfortunately, in recent years, the shaft caps have 
suffered from damage from various causes:

• Deterioration of the concrete due to harsh 
weather conditions;

• Visitors who persist in dropping stones down 
the shafts ‘to see how deep they are’.  Stone 
too large to drop through the grille?  No matter, 
find a larger stone and hammer it through !!!   
Result:  the bars of the mesh are forced apart 
and the welds broken;

• attempts to gain access underground: usually 
unsuccessful, but again the result is bent bars 
and damaged welds.

Damage to the steel mesh on some of the shafts has now 
reached a stage that, whilst it is unlikely that anyone 
would fall down a shaft, there is a danger that animals 
could get their legs caught on the broken mesh.  The 
Society has therefore embarked on a programme of 
repairing or replacing the caps on six of the shafts on a 
like-for-like basis.
This involves cutting new (heavier duty) Ambideck 
walkway mesh panels to size, having them galvanised, 
and casting three new doughnuts.  So far, two of the 
bolted panels and two doughnuts have been replaced.

The accompanying photographs show the work involved 
in changing the doughnuts on Horsesteps Shaft and 
Maypitt/Redsoil Shaft.  The latter was the most seriously 
damaged grille, which necessitated a temporary repair in 
the form of another piece of mesh bolted on top.  Even 
this repair mesh had been attacked
Two shaft caps remain to be replaced:  Some of the 
ginging below the cap on Bole Shaft has fallen away, so 
when the shaft is opened up we will take the opportunity 
to repair the ginging.  The Main Shaft will involve a 
significant amount of work, including cutting away some 
of the concrete to release the existing damaged viewing 
grille, fitting a new grille, and making good the concrete.
This work comes at a price.  Our original estimate was 
that the project would cost around £1,130 for materials 
and plant hire, but fortunately, as a result of donations in 
cash and in kind, we have reduced the cost to the Society 
to about half of this. 
Thanks go to all the Society members and friends who 
have helped in this project; between them they have 
contributed over 200 man-hours of practical work, (not 
including the time spent on paperwork and telephone 
calls).  Thanks must also go to Tony Wright (the farmer 
who uses the Magpie field for grazing) for transporting 
doughnuts across the rough ground, and to Adrian 
Maclean for providing site safety fencing. 

Andy Gillings

The Quarryman’s Story
The Lafarge Tarmac company, at Tunstead, houses a 
photographic archive containing over 25,000 images 
spanning 120 years of quarrying history

In a joint venture between Lafarge Tarmac, Discover 
Buxton and the Green Man Gallery (The Green Man 
Gallery, Hardwick Hall, Hardwick Square South, Buxton 
SK17 6PY), some 56 of the finest images from the 
Tunstead archive are being exhibited at the gallery for 
five weeks, then they will be auctioned off to raise cash 
for the Blythe House Hospice at Chapel en le Frith.
The exhibition is open from the 5th of June to the 10th of 
July, except Thursdays, from 10.30am to 5.30pm.
discoverbuxton.co.uk/tourism-news/quarrymans-story/

Steve Thompson
Horsesteps Shaft – preparing to fit the new cap.

Photo:  Andy Gillings

1945:  The second attempt at mechanised stone 
loading.  Before this all loading stone at the quarry 
face had been done by hand.  The Thew steam 
shovel was operated by Tommy “Ten Men” Evans, 
who could do the work of 10 men with his shovel.
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The Ecton Waterwheel Display
Members will have read in the January Newsletter 
(Observations and Discoveries Part 51) that the Peak 
District Lead Mining Museum has acquired four timbers 
from Goodhope Cottage, Ecton.  These are believed to 
have originally been part of a 30ft diameter, 6ft wide, 
waterwheel.  The problem has been how to display them 
in a meaningful way, given that these timbers represent, 
perhaps, a mere 1% or 2% of the original wheel.
Simply putting the timbers on display on their own 
would be meaningless, as they need to be in context if 
visitors are to understand their significance.  Building 
a complete replica wheel is out of the question: apart 
from the cost, there is no space in the Museum to 
accommodate such a large exhibit.

Instead, we have created a partial reconstruction.  One 
of the original ‘shrouds’ (the timber with slots cut in 
it to carry the boards forming the buckets) and the rim 
segment have been fixed to the wall near the back of the 
Museum.  Three new timbers representing spokes of the 
wheel have been added to give an impression of the size 
of the wheel, and further new timbers have been shaped 
to replicate two more of the rim segments.  A new section 
of shroud has been made, complete with boards to show 
how the buckets were formed and fixed to the shroud.
Another of the original shrouds has been suspended from 
the ceiling to represent the opposite side of the wheel, 
whilst the third shroud has been mounted on a stand at 

ground level to allow visitors to get a close-up view.  A 
panel alongside explains the history of the wheel.
Thanks are due to Norman Birkett for making the replica 
parts.  Help in setting out and erecting the display was 
provided by Robin and Maxine Hall, Alex Handley and 
Andy Gillings.

Andy Gillings

Trip Report
Nickergrove Mine, Middleton Dale
Wednesday 6th May 2015, Leader Paul Chandler
The party consisting of seven Society members  and 
guests, Scott Humphries, Peter Hague, George, Helen, 
Kevin Stokes & Vicky Bell plus leader Paul Chandler, 
first of all visited the Didsbury Shaft entrance into 
Nickergrove Mine.  According to a sketch survey the 
shaft entrance is an easy climb out, mmm!
On a previous visit, we had visually examined the climb 
and decided that a short ladder was required.  However, 
on this Society meet I had brought not only a short, 
wire ladder, but also my extending ladder!  Anyway, by 
rigging the wire ladder and using the extending ladder, 
we safely descended the short shaft and set off exploring.  
The way on, which is an upward climb, can be missed, 
although the passage ahead soon reaches a forefield. 
Some of the party managed the climb up, the first part 
of which is awkward.  Beyond the climb there is a tight 
squeeze, dropping into a lower passage, soon followed 
by a short, ascending shaft which can be free-climbed, to 
reach the main internal shaft in Nickergrove Mine.
You can actually undertake an abseil through-trip, down 
this shaft and out of Didsbury Shaft, but it is best to leave 
the main internal shaft rigged in case any of your group 
cannot pass the squeeze!  Once everyone had climbed 
back up the entrance shaft the ladders were removed 
and we made our way round to the adit entrance of 
Nickergrove Mine.  As time was pressing (the pub was 
calling us!), for most of the group it was a quick trip to 
main internal shaft and then out.  Scott & Peter however, 
did have time to explore beyond the main internal shaft.

Paul Chandler

New Members
Please welcome this satisfyingly large group of new 
members who have recently joined the Society.

Jacqueline Holdgate & Anthony Wilson, 
MEXBOROUGH
Casalini Libri S.P.A., COVENTRY
Alan Brentnall of Birch Vale, HIGH PEAK
James B. Riding, Lynne Radlett & Family, 
ASHBOURNE
Gillian and Dr. Bruce Roth, BOLEHILL
D.R. Parlby, Anne Parlby & Family, FLECKNEY

We hope they will all find their membership of the 
Society both enjoyable and rewarding, and that they will 
play a full part in all the activities of the Society.

Keith Gregory

The Ecton Waterwheel Display   Photo: Steve Thompson
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Letter to the Editor
Further to John Barnatt’s article on coal mining in 
the Buxton area (Mining History, Vol. 19, No. 2), 
the following comments may be of interest, although 
relative to the South Yorkshire coalfield.
1. Other words used for adits are “Incline”, “Footrill” 

and “Day-hole”, a road way to “Day” and/or worked 
only on the day shift.

2. There seems to be some doubt about the term 
“Banksman”.  The Banksman was in charge of off-
loading and on-loading of man, coal and supplies at 
the shaft or adit top, the “pit-bank”, the man doing 
the same job at the pit bottom was the “Onsetter”.

3. All coal seams have an inherent “Cleavage”, the 
dictionary definition being “the planes along which 
coal breaks most easily”.  This was known as the 
“Cleat” and is always at right-angles to the full-
dip, i.e. parallel to the “Strike” of the seam, the 
underground contour.
The best way to illustrate this is to liken the seam to 
a plank of wood, so that the grain/cleat is best seen 
looking end-on, whereas the line of the cleat is along 
the length.  This gives rise to the terms “End” and 
“Bord” working.
Colliers preferred working bord faces because it 
was easier to work by hand-got methods and also 
produced large coal, although it was more dangerous 
since the coal face was prone to “spall-off” in large 
pieces without warning.  Working end faces was 
more difficult, but much safer, and also produced 
much smaller coal.  Any faces not end or bord were 
classed as “half-end” or “half-bord”.
The term “Bord” has always made me wonder if it 
is related to “Bord and Pillar” workings.  Perhaps it 
relates to the initial layout or orientation of the grid 
pattern on the “Pillar and Stall”/“Bord and Pillar” 
system of working.

4. It may be of interest in relation to the Buxton 
area whereby I was called out to a large surface 
collapse some years ago.  The collapse was adjacent 
to the main A54 Buxton to Congleton road and 
was obviously a run-in shaft or crown-hole, but it 
exposed the roadway foundations.  These were of 
Brushwood!  Perhaps this was the accepted method 
to construct a roadway over peaty or boggy ground, 
it certainly seems to have been very effective.

Phil Wainwright
Mine Surveyor NCB 1947 to 1970.

Editor’s Note
Until a few years ago I would travel up to Fort William 
in Scotland once or twice a year, travelling on the 
overnight sleeper on the West Highland Line.  This 
line opened in 1894 as the West Highland Railway, and 
crosses the desolate and very wet expanse of Rannoch 
Moor.  The line here was constructed by 5,000 Irish 
labourers, who laid the track on a floating bed of turf, 
brushwood and ash.  It hasn’t sunk yet!

Steve Thompson

A Cheese Mine!
Not exactly, but have you tried  Welsh Slate Cavern Aged 
Cheddar?  I hadn’t until I read an article in Descent

Cavers’ magazine No. 243, April/May 2015.  On the 
Mines and Mining page, was an item entitled:  “Rich 
savoury notes” which says:  “A recent excursion into my 
local supermarket turned up an unusual product.  It was 
cheese, but no ordinary cheese this:  It had been matured 
for fourteen months in the Llechwedd Slate Caverns at 
Blaenau Ffestiniog in North Wales before being sold on.”
I had to try this cheese, which is available from 
Sainsbury’s and unique to them.  If you don’t like strong 
cheese, then it’s not for you!  Also, available from the 
same supermarket is Wookey Hole Cave Aged Cheddar.

Paul Chandler

PDMHS Newsletter, October 2015
The deadline for the October 2015 edition of the 
Newsletter is Tuesday the 1st of September 2015

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com
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