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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Annual General Meeting 2015
As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 
Association of the Company, the following Directors 
will retire at the AGM:

The Hon. Secretary
The Hon. Recorder
The Hon. Editor
One-third of the remaining 
Directors, by rotation.

The Council elected at the Fortieth AGM, held on 
Saturday the 15th of November 2014, is as follows:-
Chairman Dave Williams
Deputy Chairman Martin Long *
Hon. Secretary Steve Thompson +
Hon. Treasurer Alan Mutter
Hon. Recorder Dave Williams +
Hon. Editor Richard Shaw +
Ordinary Members
 Peter Clook
 Andy Gillings
 Alan Keen
 Adam Russell +
 Nick Willers *
 Arthur Wilson
As required by the Articles of Association, those whose 
names are marked thus + are retiring and are eligible for 
re-election.  Those whose names are marked thus * are 
retiring and are not eligible for re-election.
Fully paid up Members of the Society are invited to 
nominate fully paid up members of the Society (who are 
aged 18 or over and who have consented to nomination) 
for election to the vacant posts on the Committee.
Nominations are required for the positions of:

Hon. Secretary
Deputy Chairman
Hon. Recorder
Hon. Editor
Two Ordinary Members

A nomination form is enclosed with this Newsletter for 
you to use.  Any nomination will be accepted provided 
that they are in the format prescribed.  All nominations 

must be received by Steve Thompson, Hon. Secretary, 
by Saturday the 7th of November 2015.  Proof of 
postage cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
Nominations must include a brief written curriculum 
vitae that will be included with the Agenda of the AGM 
if a ballot should be required to elect Directors.
To save on postage costs, nominations for the Committee 
may be sent with bookings for the post  -AGM buffet 
to The Peak District Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, 
South Parade, Matlock Bath, MATLOCK, DE4 3NR.

Steve Thompson
Hon. Secretary

AGM and Social Gathering – 
Saturday 14 November 2015
The Annual General Meeting will commence at 12.00 
noon, lasting approximately one hour, then a Hot Buffet 
lunch will be served in the Community Room at the rear 
of the Museum from 1.00pm to 2.30pm.
The Buffet will cost £12.50 per head, and tickets will be 
issued from the reception desk when you arrive at the 
Museum.  Please complete the enclosed Buffet Booking 
Form and send it, and your remittance, to the Museum to 
be received by the 2nd of November 2014.  Full details 
of the Buffet menu etc., can be found on page 5.
The afternoon talks will commence as follows:-
2.45 pm - Trevor Griffin presents a report on the findings 
of the Heritage Lottery funded “Butterley Gangroad 
Project”, which has investigated an early horse-drawn 
mineral railway carrying limestone from quarries at Crich 
to the Cromford Canal at Bullbridge.  Among many other 
discoveries the project has shown that a tunnel on the old 
line at Fritchley is the world’s oldest railway tunnel !!!
3.30 pm - Break for refreshments and more socialising...
4.30 pm - Ray Battye will present an illustrated talk 
on the history of gannister mining on the flanks of the 
eastern Pennines, from its start in the mid-19th. century 
to its end in the 1980s. He will explain what gannister is, 
what it was used for, how it was mined and the impact 
these mines had on the surrounding environs.
5.30 pm - End of the afternoon’s entertainment.

Notice to Members:  Annual General Meeting 2015
Members of the Society are hereby given notice that the Forty-first Annual General Meeting of the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Ltd. will be held at 12.00 noon on Saturday the 14th of November 2015 at the Peak District Lead 
Mining Museum, The Grand Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire.
The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the meeting.

Steve Thompson
Hon. Secretary
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Meets Programme, Winter 2015-2016
Anyone wishing to attend these meets should please 
contact the leader below to give an idea of attendance, 
and how many would like to have food afterwards.

1: Mouldridge Mine, Pikehall
Tuesday 13th October 2015.  Leader:  Paul Chandler, 
meet 7.15pm at Pikehall village (off the A5012), please 
park considerately in the village.
This is an easy grade, dry trip, ideal for novices but 
also of interest to more experienced explorers.  Quite 
a complex, but compact mine on different levels.  The 
passages are mostly walking or stooping size, with very 
little crawling!  Come and try the ‘banana slide’ and see 
if you can negotiate the ‘ore chute’ squeeze?  A great 
little mine, a fun trip and one of my favourites!  Party 
size is not limited, you may book if you wish.
Optional drinks after the trip at the Miners’ Standard Inn, 
Winster.

References:  PDMHS Bulletin Vol.9, No.2 and 
Caves of the Peak District (2010 Edition).

2: Alderley Edge Copper Mines, Cheshire
Sunday 18th October 2015.  Organiser:  Paul Chandler.
Visits, courtesy of the Derbyshire Caving Club, are 
planned to Wood Mine, Cobalt Mine and a couple of the 
smaller mines.  These are easy to moderate grade trips, 
with fixed ladders to climb in both of the major mines, 
plus crawls, muddy or wet bits, climbs, etc.  Wood 
Mine contains large mined passages and caverns, and is 
considerably more extensive than the compact, smaller, 
linear Cobalt Mine.  Party size is not limited.  Please 
contact Paul Chandler to book your place and get further 
details, including the meeting time and place.

References:  The Alderley Edge Mines, Chris 
J. Carlon & Nigel J. Dibben (2012), Derbyshire 
Caving Club website: www.derbyscc.org.uk and 
Caves of the Peak District (2010 Edition).

3: Barmote Event 2015
This year’s Barmote event will take place on Wednesday 
the 21st of October 2015 at the Lead Mining Museum at 
Matlock Bath.  The event will begin at 11.00am prompt.  
There will be two presentations; these will be followed 
by the presentation of clay pipes to the new members.
Food and drink will be provided.  As usual the new 
members will receive their own invitations, others 
intending to attend will need to phone or call in at the 
Museum to give an idea of the numbers for food.

4: Wapping Mine, Matlock Bath
Tuesday 27th October 2015.  Leader:  Paul Chandler, 
meet at 7.15pm at the Peak District Lead Mining 
Museum, Matlock Bath, but please park elsewhere.
Another easy grade, dry trip, ideal for novices but of 
interest to more experienced explorers.  Wapping Mine 
is connected to the Cumberland Cavern, making a 

quite extensive & interesting mine/cave complex.  This 
visit will concentrate on the Wapping Mine workings, 
briefly visiting a small part of the Cumberland Cavern to 
make a convenient tour.  Wapping Mine contains large, 
impressive mined stopes, a small maze, and there is still 
some nice mineralisation.  Mostly walking or stooping 
size passages, some easy climbs, and tiny crawly bits. 
The entrance and exit to/from Wapping Mine can be 
quite awkward!  Party size is not limited and booking is 
optional.
Optional drinks after the trip at the Midland Hotel, 
Matlock Bath.

References: Caves of the Peak District (2010 
Edition) and “Cumberland Cavern and Wapping 
Mine” compiled by John Barnatt and David Webb 
for the Derbyshire Caving Association (2002).  This 
is the definitive guide to this system and is well 
worth purchasing.

5: Speedwell Cavern, Castleton
Sunday 15th November 2015.  Leader: Paul Chandler.
Another opportunity for Society members to visit this 
magnificent and very interesting mine/cave system the 
easy way, via the Speedwell Show Cavern!  Highlights 
of this trip are many, including the Bung Hole, Block 
Hall (a large aven) viewing the enormous Leviathan 
Shaft of James Hall’s Over Engine Mine, the Bathing 
Pool, Main Rising, the impressive Cliff Cavern, the 
“Miners toast” inscription, also, the superb, Speedwell 
Streamway, etc.  The trip is graded moderate, with 
mainly walking or stooping size passages, fixed ladders 
to climb, and some optional roomy crawling.  However, 
it MUST be stressed, that this is a wet trip, with deep 
wading or short swims!  Our visit will include a boat trip 
in as far as the Bottomless Pit, although we may have 
to walk and wade back.  The party size is limited to six, 
plus the leader.  This is a joint meet with the Masson 
Caving Group, with three places for each members of 
group.  Preference will be given to Society members 
who have not visited the Speedwell Cavern system 
before.  To register your interest and for further details 
please contact Paul Chandler.  As the trip is likely to 
be over-subscribed a raffle will be held and members 
informed if they have a place on the trip, or on the 
reserve list, on the 15th of October.
Thanks are due to John Harrison at Speedwell Cavern 
for permission to visit this system.
Please note that this trip is weather dependent, an 
alternative trip in the area will be arranged if necessary.

References:  PDMHS Bulletin Vol.9 No.3 and Caves 
of the Peak District (2010 Edition).

6:  Heritage Walk - The Alport Mining Field
Saturday 21st November 2015:  Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet 10.45 at the George Hotel, Youlgreave.
An interesting walk in this area visiting the various 
mines in the Alport mining field, including the Broad 
Meadow shaft where the water pressure engine that is 
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now in the Peak District Lead Mining Museum first 
worked in 1819, the site of the famous Guy Engine, 
the enormous Pages Shaft, Hollow Farm where 
Trevithick’s engineer Richard Page once lived, the 
sites of Crash Purse and Peynet Nest shafts and finally 
visiting the Youlgreave churchyard to look at the graves 
of the miners killed in the explosion at Mawstone Mine 
in 1932.
Optional food and drink at the George Hotel afterwards.

7: Clayton Mine, Ecton
Saturday 28th November 2015.  Leader:  John Barnatt
This is an easy grade but quite long trip into this 
impressive mine.  Wear oversuit or boilersuit, helmets 
and appropriate lighting are essential.  Wet suit socks 
are a good idea as the water in the entrance level is often 
just over Wellington depth; bring a change of clothes 
for afterwards.  The trip will concentrate on the history 
and archaeology of the mine.  The pipeworkings above 
adit level may be explored, but the ‘Cascades’ link to 
Chadwick Mine will not be included.  Bring flask and 
sandwiches to have underground.

8: Deep Ecton Mine and Salts Level, Ecton
Saturday 12th December 2015.  Leader:  John Barnatt
An easy-grade trip into this spectacular mine.  Wear 
oversuit or boilersuit, helmets and appropriate lighting 
are essential.  Wellingtons are recommended as some 
passages are wet underfoot.  The trip will concentrate on 
the history and archaeology of the mine.  The ladderway, 
with 120ft of fixed ladders between the two workings 
will be ascended.
Both of these Ecton trips are limited to 12 places, 
plus leader and backstop.  There is a £5 trespass fee 
per person for each trip, this goes to the Ecton Mines 
Educational Trust, who use their funds to maintain the 
mines.  To book your places, get details of meeting 
time and place etc., please contact John Barnatt:  Tel. 
01298 77923.  Bookings will be taken on ‘first come 
first served’ basis from Monday the 9th of November 
onwards.  Please do not contact John before that date, 
the answer will be to phone back on the right day!

9: Heritage Walk - The Bonsall Moor Area
Saturday 19th December 2015:  Leader:  Tony Wood, 
meet at 10.45am at the Holly Bush, Grange Mill.
From the Holly Bush we will walk over to Ible to the 
Hollow Church Way and the site of the old lime kiln, 
then over to the Romano-British settlement and then 
to Sugar Lumps Quarry.  From here the walk takes us 
over to the site of the Fools Venture Mines and the old 
Town Piece.  We will then follow the road over towards 
Bottom Leys Farm passing the old cranes which once 
worked White Rake, and finally follow the track back to 
the Holly Bush.
Optional food and drink at the Holly Bush, Grange Mill 
afterwards.

10: Mining Heritage Walk - Silence, High 
Rake and Watergrove Mines
Friday 1st January 2016.  Leader:  Paul Chandler, meet 
10.00am in Foolow village.
A refreshing walk to start a new year, with an 
opportunity for Society members and guests to visit 
three completed Society Conservation Projects and 
other mine sites en-route.  This eight mile walk will visit 
Watergrove Mine first, followed by High Rake Mine 
and finally, Silence Mine.  There is one fairly steep 
but gradual descent into Cressbrook Dale, followed by 
a gradual ascent of Tansley Dale, otherwise an easy 
walk using field footpaths, tarmac paths and some road 
walking.  If you would like a copy of the route map, by 
email or on the day please get in touch.
Bring usual walking gear, a packed lunch and drink, 
a bright torch for viewing mine shafts or levels, and 
OS Explorer Map OL24, the White Peak.  Quiet dogs 
on leads only please.  Booking is advisable in case 
of adverse weather. This is a joint walk with Masson 
Caving Group and Mid-Peak Walks.

References:  High Rake Mine, Mining History 
Vol.18, Nos.1 & 2; Silence Mine, Mining History 
Vol.18, No.4 and Watergrove Mine, Society 
Newsletters 123,141 & 150.

Please check the Society’s website www.pdmhs.com for 
any change in the circumstances of these meets.
All of these meets are highly recommended.  Buffets 
afterwards are optional and cost between £3.50 and £4.00
Further details on sites visited during the walks can be 
found in the latest edition of “Lead Mining in the Peak 
District” by Rieuwerts and Ford.
For more information please contact:-

Tony 07891 276668
Paul 01246 220773
Email meets@pdmhs.com  (Please state in the 

title if the message is for Paul or Tony.)
Tony Wood

Magpie Shaft Cap Repair Project
In the last Newsletter, (No. 155, July 2015,) we reported 
on the work done so far in replacing or repairing the 
various shaft caps on the Magpie Mine site.  At the 
end of July we carried out what was probably the most 
difficult of the repairs – replacing the steel grille on the 
Main Shaft.
The present cap on the main Shaft was installed by 
the Society in 1990.  Although it is not obvious to the 
casual observer, the strength of the cap lies in the eight 
reinforced concrete railway sleepers that span the width 
of the shaft.  The reinforced concrete slab on top of the 
sleepers serves to keep the sleepers in place and seal 
the gaps:  it also secures the steel mesh viewing and 
ventilation grille.
Thoughtless visitors (that’s the politest way to describe 
them!) have damaged the grille, distorting the steel 

www.pdmhs.com
mailto:meets%40pdmhs.com?subject=
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straps and breaking the welds.  A temporary repair was 
made last year, but this was rather unsightly and not 
adequate as a permanent solution.  A new galvanised 
steel grille was made, the same size as the original but 
with heavier section material.
The outline of the steel grille was marked out on the 
concrete slab and the concrete cut away to release the 
old grille.  This was done with some care, so as to leave 
a clean rebate on which to seat the new grille.

This was the first time in a quarter of a century that 
the shaft had been accessible, and so the opportunity 
was taken to make a visual and CCTV inspection of 
the foreshaft and the underside of the cap.  It seems 
likely that the foreshaft was repointed as part of the 
1950’s operation, and this is still in good condition, 
providing competent support for the shaft cap.  Most 
of the steelwork forming the keps was cut away when 
the Society installed the new cap, and, although what 
remains is quite seriously corroded, it does not form any 
part of the structure of the cap.
With inspections completed, the new grille was bolted 
down and concreted in.
Throughout the operation, safety was of paramount 
importance – there’s a 560-foot drop to the water – and 
so before any work started on breaking out the concrete, 
the site was cordoned off with Heras fencing.  From the 
moment the old grille was broken out until the new grille 
was bolted in, no-one was allowed inside the cordon 
without the appropriate shaft harness and other safety 
equipment.
Once again, thanks are due to Society members and 
friends who made the whole operation possible, and in 
particular to Dave Webb for providing and operating the 
CCTV equipment. 

Andy Gillings

The Annual General Meeting Buffet
After the AGM on Saturday the 14th of November 2015 
a hot buffet lunch will be served in the Community 
Room at the rear of the Museum from 1.00pm to 
2.30pm.  The menu this year will be as follows:-

Selection of Home Cooked Meats including:-
Beef, Honey Glazed Ham, or Roast Turkey

Hot Buttered New Potatoes
Homemade Cheddar Cheese and Onion Pie
Sticky Sausages with Mango Chutney
Green Salad
Red Cabbage and Beetroot Salad
Homemade Coleslaw
Tomato and Basil Salad
A Selection of Cheeses and Biscuits
A Selection of Breads

Copious quantities of tea and coffee will be available 
throughout the afternoon.  However, this year we 
will not be applying for a temporary licence to serve 
alcoholic drinks, but members and guests may bring 
their own if they so wish.
The cost of the Buffet is £12.50.  If you wish to enjoy 
this Buffet lunch please remember to complete your 
Buffet Booking Form (enclosed with this Newsletter) 
and ensure that it is received (with your remittance) at 
the Museum by Monday the 2nd of November.

Trip Report
Cambrian Slate Mine, Glyn Ceiriog, North 
Wales. Sunday 28th June 2015
Five members and a guest, Martin Long, Sid Harvey, 
David Gough, Andy Docherty, John Bates and leader 
Paul Chandler attended this meet.  Only one car was 
taken up the narrow lane, whilst the rest of us walked 
uphill to the mine.  Following a public footpath through 
a wooded area we eventually found the steepish descent 
down to a large, impressive inclined entrance which 
we scrambled down until it levelled out.  A large metal 
lozenge-shaped air receiver and other mine structures are 
located here.  Soon we entered a huge mined chamber, 
flooded at one end and with daylight entering through 
a small, high level entrance.  Continuing through more 
huge chambers, we reached a smaller mined passage, 
still of walking size, containing a small stream, but 
upstream we soon reached a blockage, however, two 
passages on the right led into a quite large, overgrown, 
open slate pit containing trees, bushes, ferns and running 
water.  Mine workings continued on the other side of 
this pit, a roomy hole with an in-situ, short wooden 
ladder led into first one and then another large chamber 
containing two flatbed slate wagons, minus axles and 
wheels.  Here a doorway in a wall, built of slate, led 
into a small room, a caban.  After a break for lunch, we 
explored a walking sized passage leading to a blockage. 
Heading out through the open pit we explored the mined 
stream passage, which was of walking size all the way to 
a concrete pipe entrance, a short side passage on the way 
contained a dam and valve and yet another entrance!
A board in Glyn Ceiriog village has information and 
photos about the Cambrian and Wynne Slate Quarries.

Paul Chandler
This report is edited, the full version is in the e-Newsletter

The cap prepared for the installation of the new grille
Photo: Andy Gillings
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Agricola’s Mining Masterpiece on 
display at Derbyshire Record Office
As a county, Derbyshire has a long association with 
the mining industry, and to celebrate this Derbyshire 
County Council’s Record Office has teamed up with 
The National Coal Mining Museum for England (NCM) 
to bring the exhibition ‘The Craft of the Miner’ to our 
office in Matlock.
The exhibition centres on the book De Re Metallica, 
written by Gregorius Agricola, an eminent German 
scholar and scientist, in 1556. The volume, one of only 
a few copies to survive in Britain, is recognised as the 
most comprehensive work produced on the subject of 
mining and smelting during the 16th century.

A selection of items from the NCM’s collection are on 
display at the Record Office and include 17th century 
German mining manuals, pick heads, safety bellows and 
a frog lamp. 
De Re Metallica, made up of 12 books, describes mining 
methods and processes, including surveying, mine 
construction, pumping, haulage and ventilation and also 
includes information on mine workers’ health, mine 
administration and owners’ duties.
The importance of De Re Metallica and the superiority 
of German mining techniques at this time were 
recognised throughout Europe, Queen Elizabeth I herself 
encouraged German miners to visit England to share 
their knowledge and expertise. 
Given the importance of mining to the county of 
Derbyshire, the Record Office is delighted to have 
specially selected items from the exhibition on display 
in our reception area.  The exhibition is at Derbyshire 
Record Office until Saturday 24th October 2015 and 
is free to view.  The exhibition then moves on to The 
North of England Institute of Mining and Mechanical 
Engineers, Newcastle Upon Tyne, from January 2016.
Derbyshire Record Office, New St, Matlock, DE4 3FE
 Telephone: 01629 538347
 Email: record.office@derbyshire.gov.uk
 Website: www.derbyshire.gov.uk/recordoffice 
 Opening times: Monday – Friday 9.30am to 5.00pm,  
  Saturdays 9.30am-1pm

Karen Millhouse
Archivist, Derbyshire Record Office

New Publication:  Mill Close; The 
Last Great Derbyshire Lead Mine.

The successful publication in 2013 of ‘Adventurers in 
the Lead Trade’ and the rapid sale of 300 copies has 
prompted Mr. Nicholas Davie-Thornhill of Stanton Hall 
to commission a second book, this time concerning 
the Mill Close Mine, Darley Dale.  The archive held 
at Stanton Hall has revealed much previously unseen 
archival information consisting of detailed plans 
and sections of the mine dating from the 1890s and 
the 1920s and 1930s, correspondence and company 
reports.  Photographs include historical examples and 
modern pictures by Harry Parker, Paul Deakin and 
Phil Wolstenholme.  A glossary of mining terms and a 
bibliography are included.
Four hundred copies of the book, which consists of 76 
pages and endpapers with photographic reproductions 
of two late 19th century plans and sections of the mine 
in original colour, have been printed.  The book is soft 
backed, with covers in 250 gsm ‘Soft Art’, text pages on 
150 gsm ‘Soft Art’.
The book is priced at £15.00 + p & p, available from:-

Jim Rieuwerts, 2 Torwood Drive, Greenhill, 
Sheffield, S8 7QZ. Telephone: 0114 237 6988.

New Members
Please welcome the following new members who have 
recently joined the Society.

David John Phillips, LEEK
John Patrick Bell-Winfrow and Andrew Winfrow, 
SHEFFIELD
Mrs. L.M. Howard & Family, Bonsall, MATLOCK
Mr. & Mrs. M. Potts, STOKE-ON-TRENT
John & Cordelia Ewing, UTTOXETER

We hope they will all find their membership of the 
Society both enjoyable and rewarding, and that they will 
play a full part in all the activities of the Society.

Keith Gregory

The rare example of Agricola’s masterpiece on display

Image courtesy of Peter Miles
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 54
Eighteenth Century Mining at Mixon 
Mine, Staffordshire, SK 046 573: The 
Story Continues
In the April 2015 newsletter (Barnatt 2015), it was 
noted that Robert Shore of Snitterton, agent for the 
Duke of Devonshire’s Ecton mines until sacked in 
1779, had Mixon Mine shares in the 1770s but ‘had got 
nothing’ (Porter and Robey 2000, p. 152).  One small 
snippet of additional information had initially turned up 
while researching documentation for our excavations 
at Watergrove Mine.  In a cash book kept by the 
smelterworks’ owner and ore dealer Jonathan Barker for 
1767-83, it is noted that in 1774 Robert Shore was ‘paid 
on acco t of Mixon reck g £5/5/0’ (DRO Bag C 493).
Since writing this, more detailed information has 
come to light, found in Barker’s account books in the 
Bagshawe Collection.  This includes summary accounts 
of the mining venture here for 1777-81 (DRO Bag C 
431a).  The figures are as follows:

Year Copper Ore
(to nearest cwt)

Sold for Loss

1777 none - £ 119/13/8
1778 none - £ 119/4/3
1779 14 tons 19 cwt £ 123/5/0 £ 28/24/4
1780 5 tons 8 cwt £ 80/2/18½ £ 35/14/8½
1781 1 ton 0 cwt £ 13/6/6 £ 49/14/9½

The shareholders are named: ‘Our own (i.e. Barker 
and Wilkinson) 12/24’, ‘Mr Robt Shore 7/24’, ‘Mr Jno 
Pickford 2/24’ and ‘Mr W m Ratcliffe 3/24’.
The venture made a loss throughout 1777-81 and this 
may well have been the case since the outset.  What is 
curious is that the account book contains no figures for 
reckonings prior to 1777, even though the book starts 
in 1763.  We know work had started by 1774 at latest; 
perhaps the venture had started before 1763 and account 
summaries were entered in a book that is now lost (each 
mine was usually allocated two blank pages in the book 
and when these were full all subsequent entries at other 
mines were passed over before the next two blank pages 
were found, hence entries for specific mines tend to be 
widely spaced apart).
A draft letter written by John Barker to Robert Shore, 
dated 2 June 1780, discusses ‘ye Copper Trials at Mixon’ 
made by William Radcliffe (DRO Bag C 494).  By this 
date the shareholders were in disagreement.  Barker 
writes of ‘ye terms upon wch we are engaged in ye trial’ 
bemoaning that Radcliffe, who clearly was the person 
doing the work, has made a demand for ‘upward of 
200£ ……according to a clause in ye Lease granted out 
Co’ and that Barker had already ‘paid you & others our 
full proportion of ye Charge accruing from ye trial’.  
Barker suggested that Shore send Jno Brunt with the 
Mixon reckoning book and a copy of the account that 

Ratcliffe produced.  Also, he argued that Shore was the 
only proper person to settle matters ‘as you have been 
acquainted with ye business from its commencement’ 
and of the ‘absolute necessity there is of doing it 
immediately’.  Presumably making reference to Ratcliffe, 
a note made at the end of 1781 financial account states 
of the trial: ‘Abandoned because it was at too great a 
distance & for want of a proper person to conduct it’.

Reported: John Barnatt
References:

Barnatt, J. (2015) Eighteenth century mining at 
Mixon Mine, Staffordshire.  In: Peak District 
Mines – Observations and Discoveries 52, PDMHS 
Newsletter 154, April 2015.
Porter, L, and Robey, J. (2000) The Copper & 
Lead Mines around the Manifold Valley, North 
Staffordshire. Ashbourne: Landmark.
Derbyshire Record Office, Bagshawe collection 
431a, Barker’s proprietors annual reckoning book 
for sundry mines in the 1760s-80s.
Derbyshire Record Office, Bagshawe collection 493, 
Jonathan Barker’s cash book, 1767-83.
Derbyshire Record Office, Bagshawe collection 494, 
Jonathan Barker’s letters book II, 1765-1811.

A Mine Working on Slate Scrin, Castleton, 
SK 14167 82418.
Slate Scrin is a narrow mineral vein outcropping on the 
steep fore-reef slopes of Cowlow and the small but very 
steep dale of Cowlow Nick, high above Castleton, it 
runs almost parallel to the much larger Faucet (Foreside) 
Rake as they plunge steeply downslope.  One of many 
smaller veins on the hillside, Slate Scrin is characterised 
by a series of well-defined but shallow opencuts at 
surface, crossing the dale from the western side and then 
traversing obliquely down the hill, terminating at the 
Speedwell Vent basalt outcrop.
The opencuts are easily visible from the village, but very 
little documentation is available, either from mining 
days in the form of Barmaster’s entries, or in geological 
memoirs; one useful exception being Quirk (1986), in 
which he discusses the vein morphology in some detail, 
both outside and inside the mine, and argues that the vein 
is actually a continuation of the vein worked in Wall Shaft 
Mine and Peakshole Sough, some distance to the east near 
Goosehill Hall.
There appear to be the remains of a shaft hollow at the 
eastern extent of the surface workings on the vein, but 
no information is currently available about any of the 
mining activities, although John Slate was an active 
miner nearby during the period 1798-1814 (Heathcote 
1986).  It is most likely that the mine was worked 
contemporaneously with Longcliffe Mine and other 
nearby ventures toward the end of the 18th Century 
but, with an easily accessible outcrop, it may have 
been already worked-out by this time.  Certainly the 
numerous shotholes inside indicate readily available 
(and presumably cost-effective) gunpowder and thus the 
mining is likely to be 18th century in date rather than 
earlier.
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The present entrance to the underground workings is a 
narrow vertical slot, high up near the summit of Cowlow 
Nick on the western flank at an altitude of 332m AOD, 
and is entered via a short traverse on a ledge to a stalch 
of intact vein, followed by an easy climb down into 
a working running WSW, which is broader than the 
entrance and floored throughout by sharp-edged deads 
and small fragments of dark purple fluorite and other 
vein mineral.  The passage passes quickly through the 
coarse reef-limestone with crinoids into homogeneous 
mid-grey limestone, initially heading downslope 
in a pointed and smooth-walled section of passage, 
reminiscent of the Widowers Vein branch of Odin Mine.
A stope then opens up vertically to a maximum height 
of 8 metres, and an easy free-climb on small ledges 
is possible upwards and forwards at this point, onto a 
section of stable false floor, giving a better view of the 
roof, which is mostly solid throughout, the only exception 
being directly above the climb, where a large, lens-shaped 
opening filled with rocks appears to be the original entry 
point to the mine.  An opencut at surface blocked at 
-2m depth seems to correspond to this hole, but closer 
inspection from above was deemed inadvisable.

All the shotholes in the accessible portion of the mine 
are driven vertically downwards, suggesting that the 
mine was worked underhand from the original shaft, and 
then perhaps an entrance was driven in horizontally at a 
later date to make ore removal easier.  Stemple sockets 

and shotholes at floor level, together with a continuous 
outward draught suggest that lower workings existed 
and may still be open, although very little sign of them is 
present now.
The accessible working continues under the false floor 
section noted above, with a hands-and-knees crawl under 
a stable infilled section of stope supported by stone 
stemples; one interesting sub-floor can be seen in cross-
section, with a layer of bright yellow clay, apparently 
deliberately placed, present in the middle of a graded 
gravel mix.  Immediately after the crawl, the floor rises 
upslope again, and a better view of the roof is now seen, 
with the pinched-out vein, only a few centimetres wide, 
present throughout.  Small sections of deads remain 
overhead in places, but the passage is mostly safe, clean 
and dry.
Before the forefield is reached at a distance of 50m from 
the entrance, the floor slopes down again.  The vein 
runs down the wall into the floor, and is symmetrically 
composed of clear yellow fluorite at the outside, with 
baryte inside, and a line of brilliant blue-mauve fluorite 
running through the centre, with shotholes either side 
driven down to the floor.  A ledge a few metres above the 
final wall extends the forefield by a metre and has been 
worked overhand, but was clearly an exercise in futility; 
the tiny traces of galena remaining in the vein suggest 
somewhat desperate measures were afoot in what was 
presumably a rapidly-dwindling orebody, although how 
much ore was obtained from the worked-out areas is not 
known.
At a point slightly upslope from here, a faint but definite 
draught was detected coming up from between the floor-
stones, and may well hint at lower workings, but a dig 
with careful management of excavated deads would be 
required to attain any vertical distance downwards.  At 
surface a loose rubble heap downslope of the present 
entrance was described by Quirk as a collapsed mine 
entrance, stating: ‘The mine probably worked Slate Scrin 
at depth’, but few signs remain today of an obvious dig 
location, though small voids are easily found amidst the 
stones.  The site has been thoroughly scoured by mineral 
collectors and an old entrance here may well have been 
deliberately blocked.
Returning back upslope from the forefield, better 
views of the upper workings are available from this 
direction and free-climbing up the walls is easy, owing 
to the numerous ledges cut into the wall.  Few wooden 
stemples remain, although several sockets at sundry 
locations suggest many were used for climbing as well 
as for stacking of deads.
The accessible working has been digitally line-surveyed 
and the results added to the main Castleton Survex 
model maintained by Dave ‘Moose’ Nixon; this shows 
that the forefield of this working is at the same horizon 
as the west end of the White River Series, the base of 
Mud Hall in Pilkington’s Series and the Workshop in JH.

Present: Phil Wolstenholme and Lisa Wootton, 
later with Wayne Sheldon

Reported: Phil Wolstenholme

Inside the Slate Scrin workings, looking east-
northeast, showing the high stope.

Photo: Phil Wolstenholme
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Cadman Crew Mine, Chelmorton Liberty, 
SK 0986 7159 to approx. SK 1048 7126.
While examining ore accounts covering 1754 to 1760 in 
Chatsworth Archives (Chats. DMC 33-39) a number of 
references to a mine called Cadman Crew were found:-

At this time all that was known about the location of the 
mine was that it was somewhere in the King’s Field of 
the High Peak, but then a chance discovery provided the 
first clue.
While investigating thirteen bound volumes of sale 
catalogues in the offices of the Duchy of Lancaster 
at Lancaster Place, London, the writer found an 
auction catalogue of land in Chelmorton and 
Taddington dated the 16th of July 1879 (Lanc. 
Vol. 429-18).  This included Lot 3 “No. 8, 
Cadman Crew, Meadow, In the occupation of 
Mr. Isaac Harrison, 2 acres 0 roods 4 perches”.  
The catalogue also included a plan showing 
the location of the field.
Knowing now that the mine was probably in 
Chelmorton led to the writer to the Chelmorton 
and Flagg Enclosure Award of 1809 (DRO 
D6103/2/1).  Here seven parcels of land, 
totalling 18 acres 10 roods and 38 perches, 
were found described as “part of the Open 
fields called Cadman Crues”.  These parcels 
are lightly shaded on the map below.
These fields, as they are now, were all visited 
but without any extant evidence of mining 
being observed.  However, to the west are clear 
indications of a mineral vein running down the 
steep slope of Deep Dale, with an adit approximately 
59 metres long heading eastwards, partway down the 
slope at SK 0986 7159.  The fields above this were also 
examined using historic aerial photography.  In April 
1948 the line of a vein is clearly visible, running across 

two fields immediately southeast of the outcrop of the 
vein at the top of the eastern slope of Deepdale, from 
SK 0990 7154 to SK 1003 7148 (RAF 1948).  This 
photograph also shows evidence of mining extending 
further southeastwardly to approximately SK 1048 7126.  
However, just over two years later in June 1950, the 
fields seem to have been improved as nothing is visible 
(RAF 1950).

The vein visible within the adit mentioned above hades 
to the north at between 40° and 50°.  Shotholes c. 20mm 
in diameter can be seen in the footwall, and are probably 
of 19th century date.  The adit has been previously 

recorded and surveyed by cavers (Gunn, 
1985) and, as Rieuwerts (2001) stated; 
‘Cavers have bestowed on it the ridiculous 
and totally inappropriate name of Three 
J’s Cave’.  This name was given to the 
adit by Sephton (1984) in view of its 
exploration and survey by John Beck, 
John Gunn and John Sephton et. al., 
although Gunn (1985) clearly recognised 
its mining origin and named it as ‘Deep 
Dale Trial Level’.  Both names have been 
used in ‘Caves of the Peak District’ (Gill 
and Beck 1991, Barker and Beck 2010).  
Subsequently Heathcote (2004) named the 
vein, as seen in the adit, as Hading Vein.

The map below shows the surface expression of the 
vein as visible today and in historic aerial photographs, 
together with the line of the adit and the projected line 
of the vein as shown on the 1:10560 (6 inch to one mile) 
geological survey map, Sheet SK07SE.  The adit clearly 
runs parallel to the line of the vein in the fields above the 
dale, yet is displaced 31 metres to the north.

As the adit entrance is 32 metres (by GPS and 1 metre 
resolution barometric altimeter) lower than the outcrop 
on the crest of the hill this is consistent with an average 
hade to the north close to 45°.  This hade is responsible 
for the apparent change in direction of the vein as 

Production Recorded at Cadman Crew Mine 1754 to 1760

Date Mine Last 
Measured

Round Ore Smitham
loads - dishes

1754 (Jul. 6?) Cadman Crew 
Mine

0 ld. 4 d. 0 ld. 8 d.

Nov. 17, 1756 Cadmancrew, 
John Bateman 
had his Title of 
Geo. Nuttal

Jul. 6, 1754 0 ld. 5 d. 1 ld. 7 d.

Oct. 20, 1757 Cadmancrew, 
John Bateman

Nov. 17, 1756 0 ld. 2 d. 0 ld. 7 d.

Sep. 24, 1760 Cadmancrew, 
John Bateman

New 0 ld. 6 d. 5 ld. 4 d.

Map of the vein and associated features crossing Deepdale.
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it descends the eastern hillside, and the even more 
radical change in its apparent direction as it rises up the 
western side of the dale.  The “vein” manifests itself as 
an unmineralised fault as it approaches the crest of the 
western hillside, at approximately SK 0971 7163.

Present (at various times):  Chris Heathcote, Adam 
Russell, Phil Shaw and Steve Thompson.

Underground survey:  Adam Russell
Reported:  Steve Thompson
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To Clean or Not to Clean: Hanging Flat 
Mine, Stoney Middleton Dale, Derbyshire, 
SK 2063 7601.
In July 2015 a visit was made to Hanging Flat Mine, at 
the request of PDMHS members, to instigate a clean-
up of the ‘rubbish’ that disfigured the mine. Two of us 
had been there before, but not for years so memory was 
hazy – all that was really remembered were polystyrene 
boulders.  While we came away with a small bag of 
rubbish, the large sacks taken were not used; one man’s 
rubbish is another’s archaeology.
Hanging Flat Mine was created in the 1970s and early 
1980s to extract fluorspar, and was worked by two 
consecutive groups of miners, the first is said to not have 
been an economic success, while the second, led by 
Roger Ridgeway, an ex Laporte’s man, was moderately 
fruitful (Terry Worthington pers. comm.).  A cross-cut 
was driven from a now-collapsed entrance near the 
roadside to Brushfield Rake. Part way along, the level 
splits into left and right branches.  Both have been 
driven with high explosives, the long shotholes having 
radial fracture-patterns at their ends.  A short distance in 
from the junction a natural clay-filled phreatic tube and 
rubble-choked rift were intersected by the levels.
The branch to the right looks to be the earlier and leads 
to a large void on the vein, which comprises a part-
natural cavern that has had sediments and in-situ mineral 
removed.  There are a numerous roof props here, made 
from railway sleepers, and a short traverse along a 
false floor across the ‘stope’ leads to a hatch down to 
a floor over 10m below.  This whole area is not to be 
recommended as it is in an advanced state of collapse; 
there is no guarantee that you will not fall through the 
floor, and the rotted props to sides and roof support 
rubble above.
The left branch of the cross-cut, created by the second 
group of miners, slowly turns westwards to run parallel 
to the vein, with six now-choked, short, cross-cut slits to 
the vein.  These were used to remove mineral as the vein 
was stoped upwards, with this dropped using explosives 
and then cleared into tubs in the slits.
Both levels originally had tramways, with rails on timber 
and metal jubilee sleepers; after the mine was abandoned 
some of the rails were removed for use on the Steeple 
Grange light railway.  A ‘home-made’ flat-bedded waggon 
remains, together with the ‘bucket’ of a Jubilee truck.
Much of today’s ‘rubbish’ was left by the miners rather 
than late visitors, and is valuable as it informs on the 
character of the mining operation; clearing this away 
would be tantamount to vandalism.  Iron compressed 
air pipe for the rock drills was run into the mine and 
parts are still suspended at the passage side, while a 
small compressor tank lies discarded.  Large diameter 
brown plastic pipes, of a type commonly found at a 
builders’ merchant, some still suspended at the wall, 
were presumably for forced ventilation.  A small-
diameter flexible pipe was for water, presumably for dust 
suppression during drilling.  A discarded pile of electric 
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cable and two light bulbs tell of electric lighting, while 
long lengths of two-strand plastic-coated wires suggest 
there was an electric detonation system.  Other artefacts 
include a large pile of hoses (of spiral wire support 
type), discarded plastic oil containers, wooden shothole 
spacers, a long drill steel, rags and a milk churn, the last 
imported for reason unknown.  While all these artefacts 
are only about 40 years old, left here within many of our 
memories, such mining remains are the archaeology of 
the future and are far rarer than the iron tools, etc., that 
were left in 18th and 19th century metal mines.
An exception to all this are the artefacts left here several 
years ago when the mine was used for an episode of 
the television programme Peak Practice, when a mock 
rescue from a collapse was filmed.  What remains 
now are a number of polystyrene boulders, painted 
grey, associated with a short and low timber-framed 
tunnel, the rotted roof of which has now been neatly 
cleared away by persons unknown.  After discussion we 
concluded that the ‘boulders’ should not be removed, as 
they are a visible reminder of a unusual episode in the 
history of the mine.

Reported:  John Barnatt

A New Locality for Pyromorphite.
In “The Minerals of the Peak District of Derbyshire” 
(Ford, Sarjeant & Smith, 1993) it is stated that 
“Pyromorphite is fairly widely known in the Peak 
District though usually in small and inconspicuous 
amounts”.  A recent discovery seems to confirm this, 
and suggests that in some cases it may have been 
misidentified.
The Geological Memoir (Aitkenhead, Chisholm 
& Stevenson, 1985) states “Wham Rake … west 
of Taddington … tips show abundant baryte, some 
fluorite and limonite, and traces of malachite”.  The 
corresponding geological field slip (BGS NGDC/
FC/17484) indicates “Much Ba, some F, some lim. tr 
malachite” at SK 1297 7094.  During examination of the 
rake in this area by the writer and Adam Russell a small 
specimen of barytes containing a pale green mineral 
was found, associated mainly with goethite.  Subsequent 
chemical testing of this mineral confirmed that it was 
in fact pyromorphite, and not malachite.  It appears that 
during geological mapping minerals, unless of particular 
significance, are likely to be identified by visual 
appearance alone (Dr Richard Shaw, pers. comm.).

Present:  Adam Russell, Steve Thompson
Reported:  Steve Thompson
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Wooden Fittings in the Canal, Speedwell 
Mine, Castleton, SK 1392 8274
In 2013, a published description of archaeological 
details within the levels at Deep Ecton and Clayton 
mines at Ecton included several types of drill holes for 
wooden plugs, and notches for stemples, found along the 
main levels that were hard to interpret (Barnatt 2013, pp. 
122-26).  Those classed as ‘Type 2’ comprise frequent 
drill holes for wooden plugs along one or both sides 
of levels and these are also known in Hillcarr Sough 
(Barnatt 2012), and have been identified relatively 
recently at West Ecton Mine, in part of Slaley Sough and 
at Speedwell Mine.  Drill holes at Magpie Sough need 
further investigation.
At the beginning of 2015 the examples at Speedwell 
were looked at carefully after an 1811 account had been 
read which threw potential light on one function for 
wooden plugs placed along levels.  This account (Jewitt 
1811, p. 181-84) states that:
‘The descent is beneath an arched vault, by a flight of 
106 steps, which lead to the sough or level, where a boat 
is ready for the reception of visitors, who are propelled 
along the stream by the motion communicated to the 
boat by the guide, through pushing against wooden 
pegs driven into the sides of rock, at six feet distance 
from each other.  The depth of the water is about three 
feet; the channel through which it proceeds, was blasted 
through the heart of the rock, which was found of such 
solidity and hardness, that implements of sufficient 
temper could hardly be procured to penetrate it.’
Drill holes for these plugs are found all along the 
Speedwell Level, driven into the fine-grained massively-
bedded limestone, all in matched pairs one to either side, 
mostly very close to the roof but in some instances up to 
c. 0.3m below.  The spacing varies somewhat, with the 
plugs placed at intervals along the passage of something 
like 1.5m to 4.0m (5-13ft).  That they go beyond the 
Bottomless Pit, always the terminal point of the visitor 
route, shows that the pins were used by miners for ore 
boats as well as for those transporting visitors; originally 
the boats passed across the Bottomless Pit on an 
aqueduct, which has now been filled to make more room 
for visitors.
Quite how the pins were used is unclear; many were 
so close to the roof that knuckles would easily have 
been lost.  Placing the palm against the pin to push, 
rather than pulling with the hand placed between pin 
and roof above would have minimised the problem.  
Another possibility is perhaps that the pins had ropes 
tied to them, but it seems strange that if this were the 
case that this was not mentioned by Jewitt; one wooden 
plug in the Halfway House branch does have an iron 
pin with end loops suitable for a rope but this may be 
atypical, used for tethering the boat when stationary 
here.  Elsewhere a small number of rotted wooden pins 
protrude by up to c. 0.2m and this seems to have been 
the norm (not to be confused with the sawn pieces of 
broom handle which are modern and for supporting 
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wiring beyond the Bottomless Pit).  A final unknown 
is whether using the pins was the main method of 
propulsion, or whether they were used in conjunction 
with ‘back and foot work’ using the roof, which was 
the main method used by 20th century showcave guides 
until the introduction of electric battery motors late in 
the century.  Perhaps the pins were more for steering.

This explanation of Type 2 pins cannot apply elsewhere, 
either because the levels were never canals, or in the 
case of Hillcarr and probably Deep Ecton because they 
are wrongly placed.  At Hillcarr, some of the plugs in 
drill holes are set too close to the floor and the functional 
equivalent to the Speedwell pins are probably the 
horizontal timbers that were placed across the full width 
of the passage near the roof; here these timbers again 
ceased being used before the canal fell out of use (see 
Barnatt 2012).

Two other types of timber features at Speedwell were 
identified for the first time in 2015, both previously 
only found at Clayton Mine at Ecton (Barnatt 2013, pp. 
122-26).  They were noticed between the Bottomless 
Pit and the entrance, where, for the first time in years, 
we walked out rather than get a lift in a showcave 
boat; there were no visitors, whereas it is not normally 
possible to take a leisurely walk here without being 
run-down by the boats.  The most interesting features 
are those of Ecton Type 3, which comprise sets of plugs 
at waist height, each set with two drill holes for wooden 
plugs in a horizontal line placed about half a metre apart; 
in the inner parts of the Speedwell passage these are 
often doubled up, so that there are two pairs of two holes 
each close together (as in Barnatt 2013, plate 46) and in 
one instance there were three holes together.  These sets 
are found roughly 15m to 30m apart along the whole 
length of passage examined (yet to be refined using a 
tape measure).  Searching beyond the Bottomless Pit has 
so far failed to find comparable drill holes, but they will 
be below the winter water level and may be covered in 
silt. Explanations for these distinctive arrangements of 
plugs are still elusive.

Ecton Type 1 features, as found at Speedwell, comprise 
stemple slots and eyes, at long intervals, as with the 
Type 3 pins but not in the same places.  They are 
placed about half way up the sides of the passage and 
comprised a horizontal line of two close-spaced stemples 
across the passage with a third about 30cm away.  
Clearly these must be associated with work done when 
the level was been driven as they could not be retained 
once boats were in use.  We do not know whether they 
were associated with barriers associated with bringing 
air to the blind forefield, or for temporary dams for 
controlling water, used to keep the forefield dry during 
drivage.  Further search is needed for stemple notches 
below water in the lower half of the passage before the 
last possibility can be properly assessed.

John Guilbert, of Worsley Canal fame and a leading 
exponent of the use of canals in later-18th century 

mines, was active at both the Speedwell and Ecton 
mines (Barnatt 2013; 2014); it may be that what we see 
in some of the unusual plug details reflects his particular 
way of creating and/or using levels.

Other features noticed in the Speedwell canal were short 
stubs of drill holes no more that 20mm long, that had 
been purposefully drilled at irregular intervals along 
the passage side; were these marking distances driven 
associated with settling bargains?  In the Halfway House 
branch at the end of the canal section here, a now-silted 
small shaft went downwards on the vein; at the passage 
wall there is a worn axle hole at the centre of a circular 
recess where a hand stowce barrel was set next to the 
wall, while to one side there is a cross picked in the 
rock, with more drill holes presumably associated with 
the stowce frame.
Another set of features in the Bottomless Pit are slots 
for a series of large stemples in the chamber sides; the 
explanation for these is again provide by Jewitt in 1811, 
who wrote ‘here leaving the boat, and ascending a stage 
erected above the level, the attention of the visitor is 
directed to the recesses of the dark abyss beneath his 
feet.’  This was presumably needed at this date as the 
canal was in those days kept open for ore removal as 
small scale mining was taking place in 1802-14.
Present: John Barnatt, Richard Shaw, Terry Worthington

Reported: John Barnatt
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Can you contribute to future editions of 
Observations and Discoveries ???
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 Email:  observations@pdmhs.com
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Vale - Brian Edgar Webb
27th December 1936 - 28th May 2015

Brian and I met through our membership of PDMHS 
more years ago than I can remember, but our friendship 
really started one day when, changing in Matlock Bath 
Station car park after a club trip to, I think, Long Tor 
Top Mine, we got into a conversation about Slinter 
Wood.  The Eastwood Mining Group carried out much 
work there in the early 90s and I learned that Brian 
had been heavily involved in digging and surveying 
there before their activities were unfortunately 
curtailed when the Arkwright Society became the 
landowners.  He mentioned that he intended to check 
on the condition of Number 5 Adit as numbered by 
Roger Flindall on his 1977 survey.  Having always 
been interested in the area  I just had to ask if I could 
come along.  “No problem” he said, and so our long 
association began.
We  subsequently poked around in many mines in the 
Matlock/Cromford area, particularly in and around 
the Via Gellia, with the occasional trip to caves 
elsewhere in the Peak District by way of variety.  We 
had a feeling that there must be mines in the Via 
Gellia between Slinter Wood and the western end of 
Middleton Wood and this led to our Middleton Flats 
project that occupied much of our time for around four 

years.  We spent a long time digging out the collapsed 
lower adit at Boldpit Mine and I have happy memories 
of sitting on the hillside outside the mine while Brian 
brewed up tea on his tiny fuel pellet stove (it took a 
long time to light – the pellets were many years old 
and he steadfastly refused to buy any new  until the 
old ones were all used!).  Our work was written up and 
was in due course published by PDMHS in Mining 
History, happily in time for Brian to see the finished 
article earlier this year – I think that he was quite proud 
to see his name in print as co-author.
Brian was always happy to help fellow cavers and 
mine explorers.  I recall going with him to Goodluck 
Mine one winter in the snow to give him a hand with 
repair work to some of the artefacts there that he was 
carrying out for the Preservation Club.  His early years 
in caving were spent in supervising trips underground 
for the local scout group. 
Towards the end of our work in Middleton Wood Brian 
began to suffer with mobility problems, which he bore 
with great humour and fortitude.  He continued caving 
despite problems with his feet, then a hip replacement, 
muscle troubles (which he attributed to his time as 
a road racing cyclist) and only when he had severe 
difficulties with his sight  that prevented him from 
driving did he finally admit defeat.  Sadly he passed 
away in May after a short illness.
Brian’s funeral took place at Bramcote Crematorium, 
Nottingham.  The packed chapel was testament to the 
respect in which he was held by all who knew him. 
Rest in peace youth.

Mike Higgins

PDMHS Newsletter, January 2016
The deadline for the January 2016 edition of the 
Newsletter is Tuesday the 24th of November 2015

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee
Registered Charity No 504662

Registered Office:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR Tel: 01629 583834

Web Sites: Society: www.pdmhs.com
 Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided that 
acknowledgment is made of the source.

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society.

mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com
www.pdmhs.com
www.peakmines.co.uk

