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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Membership Renewal 2015 - 2016
If there is a cross in the box below then you have not 
renewed your membership for the current year.  Please 
renew now.

The current membership rates are:
 Individual: £ 21.00
 Joint:  £ 23.00
 Family:  £ 25.00
 Institutional: £ 27.00

Subscriptions should be sent to:
Keith Gregory, PDMHS Membership Secretary, Peak 
District Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, South Parade, 
Matlock Bath MATLOCK, DE4 3NR

Annual General Meeting 2015
The Annual General Meeting 2015 was held at 12 noon 
on Saturday the 14th of November in the Pump Room 
of the Peak District Lead Mining Museum.  Some forty 
members attended the meeting this year.

Chairman’s Report
Committee.  Your Committee has met six times during 
the past year.  Attendance has been good and meetings 
have been fruitful.  The system of reports to the Council 
has worked well and enabled meetings to have more 
time to contemplate the future rather than mulling over 
the past.  I wish to thank the members of the Committee 
for their continued support.
The major issue facing the Committee has to be the 
declining membership numbers and the resulting 
financial deficit of the Society.  We have arrived at 
a position where there is not a sufficient number of 
committed activists to keep the Society operating in its 
present structure.  This has to be the major challenge 
faced by the Society and the Council in the very near 
future.
The group, led by Nick Willers, which met to discuss 
how to tackle these problems agreed that there is a 
great need to make the Society more visible outside our 
own walls.  Several suggestions were discussed and 
some of these are being taken forward.  One suggestion 
was that the Society needs a Public Relations officer, 
but to date, no volunteer has come forward.  Various 
other suggestions were for more events to take place 
to enable the members to interact with one another and 
the Society.  However, these have met with indifference 
from our membership.

The Peak District Lead Mining Museum.  Trading at 
the Museum has yet again been difficult although visitor 
numbers have again remained fairly flat.  The number 
of school visits has levelled out, but still remains at a 
disappointing level.  There were 50% fewer school visits 
in 2015 than there were in 2010.  Possibly, a retired 
teacher amongst our members could take on a volunteer 
role to act as an Education Officer.
The Museum lease was renewed earlier in the year, and 
after discussions with our landlords, the Grand Pavilion 
Ltd., it was agreed that the rent should remain the 
same with similar terms and conditions to the original 
lease.  The lease has a degree of flexibility if we take on 
additional duties to benefit the Pavilion in general.
However, on the negative side, Derbyshire Dales District 
Council have decided to phase out over the next five 
years the grant which they have given us for many years.  
This means that the Museum and the Society will need 
to look at using the Museum space in a more commercial 
manner.
Major works have recently commenced to extend the 
mezzanine floor to accommodate the new exhibition 
area, which will be centred on a ‘Matlock Bath through 
Time’ project.  This work is mainly funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund together with several smaller 
grants from different sources.  The total cost of this 
project will be around £100,000.  Laura Smith has been 
working on this for some time and is to be thanked for 
her work on this project.
This last summer the Museum hosted another World War 
One Exhibition in the Pump Room.  This was a great 
success and there will be another such Exhibition next 
year.  Various other events have taken place over the 
year.
Over the last few weeks the Society has acquired the 
mining history collection that belonged to Doug Nash.  
It includes the field notes of Nellie Kirkham and some 
350 bound volumes of Doug’s and Op.  Mole’s records.  
It is intended that original material will be transferred to 
the Record Office and the rest will be incorporated into 
our library at the Museum.
I make no apology for repeating the paragraph I wrote 
last year.  We are somewhat overwhelmed with work 
that needs to be done to improve the presentation of 
the Museum.  Updating of displays, deep cleaning 
of the Museum and its artefacts, including the Wills 
Founder Engine and repairing the working models that 
are currently out of action, are amongst the work that is 
needed.  Robin and Maxine urgently invite volunteers 
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who have any spare time or skills they can offer to help 
us with these and other tasks that need attention.  It’s 
your Museum – please volunteer your time!
As ever Robin, Maxine, Laura and the other members of 
staff at the Museum deserve our heartfelt thanks for their 
hard work and persistence in keeping our Museum alive.
Temple Mine.  The interior of the Temple Mine is in 
good condition and some work has been done recently to 
repair some of the steps that were showing their age.  An 
area that is always muddy has had some remedial work 
done to the floor to make the area cleaner.
Outside some work has been done on a loose area of the 
quarry face and some more work is required here this 
winter.  Richard Shaw is hoping to organise a day or two 
to clear parts of the quarry face and its lip of tree growth 
in the New Year.  The steps just inside the entrance gate 
have been replaced, thus removing a health and safety 
risk.  The outside of the mine office building has been 
creosoted during the summer.
The steam winding engine from Long Rake Calcite 
Mine has been donated to the Museum and is now at 
Temple Mine under temporary cover.  Options for a 
more permanent display and restoration/renovation of 
the winder are being considered.
Thanks go to Andy Gillings and Norman Birkett for the 
work on the internal and external steps, Richard Carr for 
his work as Deputy Mine Manager, Terry Worthington 
and Les Riley for organising and supervising the 
removal of the winder from Long Rake Spar Mine to 
Temple Mine and to Trevor Broadbent for donating the 
winder to the society.
Magpie Mine.  As ever, a considerable amount of 
work has taken place at Magpie Mine.  Following the 
completion of the Management Plan the Magpie team 
will shortly be making an application for funding from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund, and other bodies, to carry 
out the first part of this work.  The essence of this is 
that repairs will be made to the square chimney, which 
has lost some of its internal structure, and the flues that 
once fed it.  Another part of this project will see the 
installation of some Interpretation Panels to inform the 
many visitors to the site.
During the summer several of the shaft cappings on the 
site were either repaired or replaced.  This work was 
paid for by the Society and was carried out by the Team 
at a cost well below that first estimated.
 The ‘Stewardship’ Scheme at the Mine continues to 
work well.  Grazing by cattle takes place between June 
and January with positive results, and there has been 
another successful year of ‘Farm Visits’.  The Site 
is visited by a considerable number of people most 
Sundays who often come from a good distance and 
the Cottage is well used by members and friends.  The 
Heritage Day in September was attended by about 100 
interested visitors.  I would thank Tony Wood and his 
volunteers for organising this important event.
As ever, the core team at Magpie Mine are to be 
gratefully thanked for their time and efforts.  In 

particular Mave and Mike Luff, Tim Howard, Andy 
Gillings and Norman Birkett should be named.  They 
would be delighted to welcome other members of the 
Society who wished to help in this conservation project.
Publishing.  Two editions of Mining History have 
appeared since the last A.G.M.  Volume 19:2 contained 
three articles – on ‘The Mines of Middleton Flats’ by 
Mike Higgins and the late Brian Webb – on ‘Roman 
Lead Pigs and Lutudarum’ by Alan Bradwell – and on 
‘Coal Mining near Buxton’ by John Barnatt.  Volume 
19:3 contained various papers presented at the 2013 
NAMHO Conference.  These covered a much wider area 
(in fact as far as Australia) than is usual in our Bulletins.  
Our journal is in the forefront of publications on mining 
history and has a healthy backlog of promised articles.  
Our Editor, Richard Shaw, and his team of Associate 
Editors are to be congratulated on their achievements.
The Newsletter has appeared 4 times in this last year.  
As always, it has been packed full of information and 
has appeared on time.  It is to the great credit of Steve 
Thompson and his contributors that our newsletter 
provides such a ‘mine’ of information and helps keep the 
membership connected to the Society.  
It should, however, be noted that there are increasing 
costs, not least due to continually escalating postage 
costs, in producing and distributing our journal and 
newsletter.  Mike Luff, who organises the distribution, 
is to be thanked for his time and efforts in mitigating 
the postage costs.  In the longer term it may well be 
necessary to more actively seek grant and sponsorship 
money to keep ‘Mining History’ at its present level.
Our Website (www.pdmhs.com) has now been updated 
to a ‘Content Management’ system, where authorised 
contributors are allowed to manage their own space, 
subject to Webmaster approval.  Mat and Niki Adlam-
Stiles have carried out this project on behalf of the 
Society, and must be thanked for their work.  There is 
still a large backlog of updates that need to be included 
on the site, and it is hoped to work on these over this 
winter.  We now have two ‘Facebook’ pages, however 
they don’t seem to have attracted many postings.
Crich Display.  The display at the Tramway Museum 
at Crich continues to demonstrate and advertise the 
Society’s work in conserving the lead mining remains of 
the Peak District.
Work has been carried out, by our volunteers, on various 
parts of the display including the mineral shop.  A new 
interpretation board has been manufactured and this was 
installed before the 2015 season.  Lilian Bridges and the 
volunteers at Crich are to be thanked for their continuing 
work in providing welcome publicity for the Society.
Conservation Team.  The Conservation Team has 
undertaken rubbish clearance works at a couple of sites 
and have carried out conservation work on the Long 
Rake Winder.  Comments have also been submitted on 
our behalf by Adam Russell as part of the appeal process 
regarding the impact on mining remains of the proposed 
wind farm at Griffe Grange.

http://www.pdmhs.com
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NAMHO Conference.  Mike and Mave Luff operated 
a small stand at this year’s NAMHO Conference at 
Nenthead.  This was fairly successful in that they sold 
some back publications and handed out leaflets to those 
interested.  It would be encouraging to see more Society 
members at these conferences which are the annual 
gathering of those interested in mining history.  Next 
year’s conference will be at Dublin and hosted by the 
Mining Heritage Trust of Ireland.  Next September will 
see the World Mining History Conference at Linares, 
Spain.
Meets and Training.  Meets have taken place, 
underground, over-ground and indoors, at regular 
intervals throughout the year.  Tony Wood and Paul 
Chandler are to be greatly thanked for their time and 
efforts in organising these events.  If you want to learn 
about the mining heritage of the Peak District, these 
are the events to attend.  If you have knowledge of a 
particular area and would like to spread your knowledge 
by leading a walk or giving a talk, please contact Tony 
or Paul.  Martin Long has continued his service as 
Training Officer, for which he must also be thanked
My second year as Chairman has, once again, been 
an ‘interesting’ year.  The Society is rapidly reaching 
a position where it is struggling to keep going in its 
present form.  Another year has passed and the active 
members are a year older!  At some point in the near 
future we will have to start closing down or cutting 
back parts of our activities as they become untenable.  It 
needs you, the membership, to spread the word about 
the Society, recruit new members, and to take a lead in 
reversing the accelerating decline in the Society.
Thank you.

Dave Williams

Election of Directors
The elected Directors of the Society for 2015-16 are:-
Chairman Dave Williams
Deputy Chairman Adam Russell
Hon. Secretary Steve Thompson
Hon. Treasurer post vacant
Hon. Recorder Dave Williams
Hon. Editor Richard Shaw
Ordinary Members Peter Clook
 Andy Gillings
 Chris James
 Alan Keen
 Mike Luff
 Arthur Wilson
At the beginning of the meeting Alan Mutter tendered 
his resignation as Hon. Treasurer because of ill health.
The new Directors took office, and the two retiring 
Directors, Martin Long and Nick Willers, who had 
completed their terms of office, formally resigned from 
the Committee.  Dey and Co. were then re-appointed 
as the Independent Inspectors of the Society’s for the 
financial year 2015-16.

PDMHS Awards 2015
Richard Shaw then presented the PDMHS Awards:

Harold Sarjeant Conservation Award
This year we have decided that the Harold Sarjeant 
Award for 2015 should go to Trevor Broadhurst of Long 
Rake Spar, for donating the winding engine from the 
main shaft at Long Rake Spar Mine to the Society.  The 
winder, which has spent quite a few years out in all 
weathers at the mine site, was moved to Temple Mine 
in January.  It has had a superficial clean which shows 
it to be in generally good condition, and is now under 
a temporary cover until we can construct more suitable 
protection, prior to conservation and display.

Peak Mines Award
This year the Peak Mines Award, sometimes known as 
the Ford Award, goes to Mike Higgins and the late Brian 
Webb for their article ‘The Mines of Middleton Flats’, 
which was published in Mining History 19/2.

Lunch, and the post-AGM Entertainment
After all the formal proceedings of the AGM had been 
completed some forty members and guests enjoyed an 
excellent, and leisurely, buffet lunch.  Clearly members 
enjoyed the fine selection of food, and an opportunity 
to mingle and socialise.  Then the afternoon’s 
entertainment began with the first of two talks...
First Trevor Griffin spoke about the Butterley Gangroad 
(or Crich Railway as it was originally known) Project.
The speaker was the project manager of this Heritage 
Lottery funded project, worth £ 17,900, on behalf of the 
Derbyshire Archaeological Society.  It started in January 
2013 and finished in August 2015.  This explored the 
Gangroad which ran from the Amber Wharf at Bull 
Bridge on the Cromford Canal up to the Butterley 
Company’s limestone quarries at Crich.  The funding 
enabled archive research, oral history and archaeology 
to combine to unravel many historical threads.  The 
Gangroad passed through a tunnel which has been 
recognised by Historic England (and Guinness world 
records) as the oldest railway tunnel in the world.  The 
Institution of Civil Engineers provided a condition 
survey of the tunnel whilst Wessex Archaeology 
produced a fly-through laser scan.  This was a well-
illustrated talk which demonstrated the value of 
combining various resources, the highlight of which was 
the video simulation of Brunton’s Steam Horse in action.
Leaflets detailing the 2.5 mile downhill walk of the 
railway route are available from the Museum and from 
the Derbyshire Archaeological Society.
After a leasurely break for refreshments and a further 
opportortunity for members to socialise, Ray Battye 
presented an illustrated talk on the history of ganister 
mining on the flanks of the eastern Pennines.
The geology and composition of ganister was explained, 
centred on the Don and Loxley valleys to the east of 
Sheffield.  It is a coal seat-earth, where the trees that 
formed the coal had extracted all the nutrients leaving a 
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silica-rich rock.  Samples of ganister were passed round.  
Its role as a pot clay and crucible clay in steel production 
was explained.
Demand fluctuated with war or peace time, but ganister 
mining was amongst the least dangerous, since access 
and egress was by adits, no flammable gases were 
present and ventilation was by furnace.  Prior to the 
Second World War mines tended to be small, with 
haulage by boy-power.  However, in the last few years 
of the Industry mines were larger and haulage more 
mechanised.  Piece work was universal and the rates of 
pay were always lower than in the adjacent coal mines.
Records show that ganister was exported to the USA, 
Russia and Europe, as the ganister of the Sheffield 
region was considered to be the best in the world.
A number of the miners in this area had been recruited 
from other parts, and this resulted in a series of hamlets 
being dotted around the district, rather than settled 
villages.  The miners rarely reached an old age, as 
ganister is siliceous and lung and chest complaints were 
endemic.
The talk was well illustrated and ‘threaded’ with 
entertaining snippets and anecdotes of information

Mave Luff and Dave Williams

Thank You
On behalf of the members and guests who attended what 
proved to be an excellent day, I would like to thank all 
those who contributed to its organisation and running.
First of all, of course, must come Robin, Maxine and 
Laura, and the staff and volunteers at the Lead Mining 
Museum.  Next, members of the Committee who helped 
organise and run the Annual General Meeting, and those 
members who participated in this important meeting.  
Then we must acknowledge the work of the caterers who 
offered a most satisfying feast, and those who provided 
the mid -afternoon refreshments.
Our two afternoon speakers, Trevor Griffin and Ray 
Battye gave very well-received illustrated presentations, 
and we must thank them, as well as Richard Shaw, who 
acted as “Master of Ceremonies” during the afternoon.

Steve Thompson

Alan Mutter Retires
Alan Mutter retired as the Hon. Treasurer at the Annual 
General Meeting.  He had served in this role since taking 
over as Acting Treasurer in May 2012.
Alan has served the Society with great loyalty, hard 
work and wisdom for a considerable number of years.  
During this time he has not only served as Treasurer but 
also as Chairman, and as Museum Project Leader, in 
which capacity he welcomed Princess Anne, the Princess 
Royal, to the Museum during the royal visit as part of 
the commemoration of the 700th anniversary of the 
Inquisition of Ashbourne, during the reign of Edward 1.  
Alan also has the rare, indeed unique, privilege of having 
received the Harold Sarjeant Conservation Award twice.

Steve Thompson

The Magpie Mine Square Chimney 
Conservation Project
Two years ago the Society engaged the services of 
Weston Allison Wright, chartered building surveyors 
and specialists in historic building conservation, to carry 
out a comprehensive survey of the Magpie Mine site.  
The resultant ‘Management Plan’ is probably the most 
comprehensive single document ever produced in respect 
of the Magpie Mine complex.
The Plan was financed by a grant from Natural 
England, and prompted by concerns over the stability 
of the buildings and other structures on the site.  What 
surprised us, though, was that the Square Chimney was 
identified in the report as being in the most urgent need 
of attention.  Externally, this has always looked to be in 
relatively good condition.
Joe Picalli and Antony Alderson of Building 
Conservation Solutions used rope access techniques to 
inspect the taller buildings, the Cornish Engine House 
and the two chimneys.  This included dropping ropes 
down the inside of the Square Chimney, and then 
climbing up to inspect the inner skin of the walls.  The 
result was worrying; about 1.5 square metres of stone had 
fallen away, and daylight could be seen through the gaps 
in the mortar of the outer skin.  The BCS-Ltd website, 

http://bcs-ltd.co/magpie-mine-high-level-inspection/
shows some unusual views of Magpie Mine.
At their meeting on the 30th of October 2015, the 
Committee approved the setting up of a ‘Magpie Mine 
Square Chimney Conservation Project’ led by Mike Luff 
and  assisted by Andy Gillings.  Professional contractors 
will be employed to carry out the repair work, as this is 
beyond what might be achieved by Society volunteers.  
A formal application for a grant will be made to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) in the near future.  The 
estimated cost of the project is around £80,000, of which 
it is hoped that the HLF will contribute 90%, the balance 
coming from the Society.  The Society’s contribution 
doesn’t need to be entirely in cash; the HLF allows work 
done by volunteers, including design, management and 
supervision, to be counted as a contribution.
Any Lottery Fund application is judged on the outcomes 
that it will achieve; outcomes for heritage, for people, 
and for the community.  Satisfying the outcomes for 
heritage is straightforward; the chimney and flue will 
be in a better condition.  To satisfy the other outcomes 
we propose to improve the information provided to 
visitors to the site.  This will probably take the form of 
interpretive display panels located in the small roofless 
building at the base of the Square Chimney, so as not to 
intrude on the overall visual appearance of the site.
Anyone interested in becoming involved with the project 
is invited to get in touch with the Project Leaders:

Mike Luff 01530 810905
Andy Gillings 0115 963 5497

Emails can be forwarded via secretary@pdmhs.com
Andy Gillings

http://bcs-ltd.co/magpie
mailto:secretary@pdmhs.com
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Meets Programme – Spring 2016
1:  Slide Show - Lead Mining in the Peak 
District,
Wednesday 3rd February 2016.  Presenter:  Paul 
Chandler, 7.15 for 7.30pm. (until approx. 9.30pm) at the 
Peak District Lead Mining Museum, Matlock Bath.
The ‘Lead Mining in the Peak District’ presentation 
will look at surface remains and underground evidence 
of the lead mining industry in the Peak District.  It will 
cover the journey of lead from mining to smelting, and 
some of the uses of lead.  Finally, there will be a look at 
mining customs and a mining miscellany. If you have 
recently joined the Society, this presentation will be 
especially interesting.  For a fuller lead mining story 
please visit the Peak District Lead Mining Museum.
Refreshments will be available at the interval, followed 
by a discussion where you can have your say about what 
you like to see in the Society Meets Programme.
If you cannot attend this meeting please send your 
suggestions to Tony Wood or Paul Chandler.

2:  Underground Meet - Bagshawe Cavern, 
Bradwell.
Sunday 7th February 2016.  Leader:  Paul Chandler.
This introductory trip into Bagshawe Cavern will 
explore the mined section and then visit the natural 
Upper Levels.  A moderate grade, ideal for novices in 
mostly walking or stooping passages and short crawls, 
no SRT or ladder pitches.  Wet and muddy in places, so 
an oversuit will be necessary.
This is a joint meet with the Masson Caving Group, 
limited to eight people plus the leader, with four places 
reserved for Society members.  A £ 2.00 fee is payable.  
For more details, or to book your place, please contact 
Paul Chandler.

3:  Slide Show - Yorkshire and North 
Pennines Mines.
Tuesday 16th February 2016.  Presenter:  Paul Chandler, 
7.15 for 7.30pm. (until approx. 9.30pm) at the Peak 
District Lead Mining Museum, Matlock Bath.

Yorkshire is well known for caving and potholing in the 
Yorkshire Dales, and coal mining in South Yorkshire, but 
as this slide-show will reveal mining and quarrying took 
place all over the county and continues to the present 
day.  Lead was mined in huge quantities in the Yorkshire 
Dales, but also further south at Cononley Mine, near 
Skipton.  Coal was also mined at the most unlikely of 
places, Ingleton!  A magnesian limestone quarry, near 
Pontefract will also be featured, plus ironstone and 
potash mining on the Yorkshire coast, and more besides
Finally, over the border into Cumbria we will look 
at three of the many mines at Nenthead in the North 
Pennines.  Refreshments will be available in the interval.

4:  Underground Meet - Rookery Black 
Marble Mine, Ashford.
Tuesday 1st March 2016.  Leader:  Paul Chandler.
A popular Society meet. The mining of black marble 
was completely different to that of lead, as you will see 
during this trip.  This evening trip is of an easy grade 
suitable for novices,  in mostly walking size passages 
which are dry apart from puddles.  The party size is 
limited to 15 including the leader.
Optional drink after the trip in the Bulls Head, Ashford.
For more details, or to book your place, please contact 
Paul Chandler.  More information can be found in 
“Derbyshire Black Marble” by J M Tomlinson (PDMHS 
Special Publication No 4, 1996) and “Lead Mining in 
the Peak District”, edited by T D Ford and J H Rieuwerts 
(2000 edition).

5:  North Wales Mines Weekend.
Friday 4th to Sunday 6th March 2016.  Organiser: Paul 
Chandler.
Programme: Friday afternoon - Wrysgan or Conglog 
Slate Mine, Blaenau Ffestiniog.
Saturday:  Parc Lead Mine, Gwydyr Forest, Betws-
y-Coed or Parys Mountain Copper mines, Anglesey 
(Subject to confirmation).
Sunday: Wrysgan or Conglog Slate Mine, Blaenau 
Ffestiniog.
Both Wrysgan and Conglog Slate Mines are ideal 
novice trips, with mined passages and large, impressive 
mined chambers.  Party sizes are not limited.  Conglog 
is graded easy with wading depth water in the entrance 
passage, Wrysgan is graded easy to moderate with 
shallow water in parts of mine and a steepish uphill path 
to reach the mine.
Parys Mountain Copper Mines are moderate grade 
trips with fixed ladders and handlines, or optional SRT.  
Various trips are available with a maximum party size 
of six and an external leader, but if another leader is 
available a second party could be accommodated.  These 
trips were courtesy of the Parys Underground Group.
Information and details could be sent by email or 
photocopied, plase contact Paul.  A number of Society 
members are already interested in attending, but other 
members are welcome to register their interest.
Parc Lead Mine - A visit to all areas of this large and 
interesting mine, taking in levels 2 and 3.  There are 
plenty of artefacts to see for those interested in our 
industrial heritage, and a bit of optional SRT to provide 
a round trip and good views of the stopes.  A moderate 
to difficult trip with with fixed ladders, knee deep water, 
and short crawls, so experienced mine explorers only, 
and an external leader.  An oversuit is required for this 
trip.  To cross some deep holes fixed traverse lines are 
in place, so belt or harness and cowstails, or SRT kit 
will be required, a spare set of cowstails and belt will be 
available to share, if needed. An all day trip, so plenty of 
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time for photography.  Party size not limited. Thanks to 
Cave Access Limited for negotiating access!
The weekend will be based in picturesque and popular 
Betws-y-Coed, where there is plenty of accommodation, 
such as B&B, hotels, bunkhouses, hostel, camping, etc.
The websites www.aditnow.co.uk has information and 
pictures of these mines.  To see Cave Access Limited 
information on Parc Lead Mine please visit:-

http://rakelane.anduin.org.uk/cal/parcmine.html
For further details of trip bookings, arranging lifts, etc., 
please contact Paul Chandler.  Guests are most welcome 
on these trips.

6:  Underground Meet - Pretoria Chert 
Mine, Bakewell.
Tuesday 15th March 2016.  Leader: Paul Chandler.
An evening trip to explore this fascinating mine, with 
its impressive packwalls, artefacts and in places, more 
holes than rock!  An easy grade, dry trip, which is 
suitable for novices, entry to the mine involves a 15ft 
(5m) fixed ladder climb, so a belt or helmet mounted 
light is essential, boilersuit or old clothes will be fine.  
The passages are mostly large walking size, steeply 
inclined in places.  An optional short crawl leads into 
another section of the mine, with a colourful surprise at 
the end!  It is well worth bringing a camera.  The party 
size is limited to eight, plus the leader. For more details 
and to book your place(s), please contact Paul Chandler. 
Optional drink after the trip in Bakewell.
Reference:  Mining History Vol.13, No.5 (1998).

7:  Underground Meet - Fauld Gypsum 
Mine, Tutbury, Staffs.
Tuesday 12th April 2016.  Organiser:  Paul Chandler.
An evening visit, from 17:00 to 21:00, giving Society 
members another opportunity for to visit this very 
extensive, operational gypsum mine, where we will 
travel by vehicle to the working face and on the way 
drive through an enormous fault.
Lamps will be provided, you should wear boots and a 
fleece top or similar, waterproof gear is not required.  
Maximum party size of twelve, who must all be over 16.  
Visitors are welcome to take photographs, but they must 
not published to social media. For more details and to 
book your place(s) please contact Paul Chandler.
The program of evening walks will restart in April 2016, 
hopefully avoiding any bad weather earlier in the year.  
If you wish to attend these meets please contact Tony 
Wood to indicate numbers, and if you will require food 
afterwards.  The buffets afterwards are optional and will 
cost between £3.50 and £4.00.

8: Heritage Walk - The Matlock Area
Tuesday 26th April 2016:  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet at 
6.30pm at the Duke William, Starkholmes.
This circular walk will take us into St Giles churchyard 
to see the site of Phoebe Bown’s grave, then down into 

the Derwent valley passing Dale house, the house that 
Phoebe built.  Next we will see the tail of Ringing Rake 
sough, pass the site of the old suspension bridge over 
the river, then on past the sites of Long Tor Grotto, Side 
Mine and High Tor Grotto.  Climbing out of the Derwent 
valley we will pass the site of the Riber Mine and then 
return along the top of High Tor, past the old Fern & 
Roman Caves, back to the Duke William.
Optional food at the Duke William afterwards.

9: Heritage walk - The Bonsall Moor Area.
Tuesday 10th May 2016:  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet at 
7.00pm at the Holly Bush, Grange Mill.
This circular walk will leave the Holly Bush and head 
up onto Bonsall Moor, taking a look at the sites of old 
opencast mine workings that once existed there, then 
on to the site of the Beans and Bacon mine and then the 
White Rake opencast, finally taking various tracks and 
paths which will lead us back to the Holly Bush.
Optional food and drink at the Holly Bush afterwards.
More walks will be found in the April 2016 Newsletter, 
including some new ones around Brassington, Bradwell 
and Stoney Middleton, and these two underground trips.
Underground Meet - Minllyn Slate Mine, Dolgellau 
area.  Sunday 26th June 2016, organiser Paul Chandler.
Underground Meet - Milwr Tunnel, Holywell, North 
Wales.  Sunday 10th July 2016, organiser Paul Chandler.
(Date confirmed).  The party size will be limited to six, 
plus external leaders, and bookings are being taken now.
Please check the Society’s website www.pdmhs.com for 
any change in the circumstances of these meets.
For more information please contact:-

Tony 07891 276668
Paul 01246 220773
Email meets@pdmhs.com  (Please state in the 

title if the message is for Paul or Tony.)
Tony Wood

Heritage Day 2015
The Heritage Day was held on Sunday the 13th of 
September at Magpie Mine, Sheldon , the site being 
open to visitors between 12.00 and 17.00.  One hundred 
and seven people visited the mine site, fifty six of whom 
visited as part of the Heritage weekend, the rest being 
people who passed through whilst walking in the area.
Guided tours of the mine site were held led either 
by myself, Keith Gregory, Dr Lynn Willies or Paul 
Chandler.  Martin Long helped to illuminate the main 
shaft by using a mirror as and when the sun decided to 
cooperate.  The souvenir stall was looked after by Lillian 
Bridges and the kitchen, in which the refreshments were 
handed out, was manned by Evelyn, George and Mavis.  
Alan Mutter and others helped with car parking duties.
My grateful thanks go to all these, and others, who 
helped to make this year’s Heritage Day such a success.

Tony Wood, Heritage Day Organizer.

http://www.aditnow.co.uk
http://rakelane.anduin.org.uk/cal/parcmine.html
http://www.pdmhs.com
mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 55
Pump Rods, Side Mine, Matlock Bath, 
SK 2960 5882
Side Mine, which follows Hard Rake eastwards at a 
horizon just above the River Derwent, has the only 
accessible level in Derbyshire where it is known that 
pump rods were used, powered by a waterwheel outside 
driven by the river Derwent, and leading to a pumping 
chamber deep underground well beyond the daleside.  
Opportunity to examine the surviving evidence for the 
pump rods was taken early in 2015 during a now-rarely 
granted permission to visit the mine; entry is within 
the now disused but securely-fenced colour works.  All 
features are coated with the ubiquitous red powder 
within the level, the result of using the workings in 
the 20th century as a vent during manufacture of red 
pigments.  The main evidence for the pump rods is a 
series of stemple slots and eyes for sturdy supporting 
timbers, with evidence for occasional wear grooves on 
the passage side.
Entry to the mine is via a short level running diagonal to 
the vein.  Where it meets the main pumpway, a spacious 
level following the vein, there are several sets of stemple 
sets for sturdy timbers running further into the level that 
supported the flat rods.  Each set comprised a slot and 
eye on opposite walls for a square-cut timber estimated 
at c. 120-150mm across, running horizontally at just 
over 1m above floor.  Above each of these timbers, near 
the roof and offset slightly inbye, there was always a 
second smaller timber that was c. 60-80mm across.  
Following the main level back towards surface, as far 
as a point just beyond a breached sealing wall of bricks, 
beyond which it has been infilled as it reached the 
paintworks, there were further sturdy timber slots, but 
the general pattern was lost due to large amounts of soil 
and red powder obscuring large parts of the walls. 
Going in the opposite direction, towards the pumping 
chamber, the paired sets of timbers were soon replaced 
by single timbers, again part-way up the passage side, 
but this time they were somewhat smaller, at up to 
c. 100mm across, but in at least some instances of 
rectangular cross-section, and only c. 60mm wide.
At a point a short way to the east of the High Tor cliffs, 
High Tor Rake meets the Hard Rake workings at right 
angles, with the vein offset by lateral movement in the 
Hard Rake fault (Barnatt and Worthington 2009, pp 64-
82).  Small workings run off the Side Mine level in both 
directions, to the south a small level enters toadstone and 
is choked immediately beyond in a slight enlargement; 
to the north a climb upwards in very small stopes was 
not attempted.
Beyond these side passages the main level continues 
through an area with stopes, with the passage often 
widened at the level horizon, and with high workings 
above in a vein up to c. 1m across now largely roofed 
by a fine set of stone stemples, most made of gritstone 

and brought especially into the mine.  There are also two 
winzes in the floor, the second fully backfilled but with 
notches for sturdy timbers in the passage walls at just 
above head height, three on a horizontal line on one side 
of the passage and another at a lower level on the other 
side directly above the shaft.  Nearby on the floor there 
is a rectangular gritstone block, with a cut slot on one 
face, the purpose of which was obscure.  Throughout 
this section, only intermittent notches for the flat rods 
were observed, often only on one side of the passage, 
as if this had been widened subsequent to the flat rods 
being removed.  
The pumping chamber, which is in toadstone, is 
completely wrecked due to significant collapses from the 
north side and roof; it is far from stable and entry is not 
recommended.  The top of the pumping shaft is buried, 
but its position is known from the surviving roof cavity 
above, which was created to gain additional height for 
the pulley for lifting pump rods and pump pipes into the 
shaft, which in this case was supported on two sturdy 
timbers set at right angles to each other, the notches for 
which remain.
A choked winze also rises from the chamber and the 
level in Hard Rake beyond continues with no substantive 
slots and eyes as a much narrower passage of vein width, 
with two winzes in the floor, short branches to shafts to 
surface and a short accessible section of another level 
which may be the original Killer Level.
Back at surface, within the paintwork buildings, the 
wheel pit can now be seen, whereas before clearance 
of the plant it was inaccessible.  It is covered with 
sturdy timbers, but visible through the cracks there is a 
vertical drive shaft with gearing that descends to what 
is thought to be a turbine, now covered in rubbish.  The 
stone ashlar side to the pit has a semi-circular indent 
which dates from the time there was a broad waterwheel 
here; this is documented as of breast-shot type and was 
installed running parallel with the river and at right 
angles to the level, hence the flat rods must have been 
taken through ninety degrees before going underground.
Killer Level is known to be of mid-18th century date; 
this may be associated with the site of the first known 
waterwheel and flat rods by this stretch of the Derwent, 
documented as installed in 1769 (Rieuwerts in Barnatt 
and Worthington 2009, pp. 69-73; Rieuwerts 2010, pp. 
139-47).  The exact position of Killer Level is unclear – 
it either followed the same line as the 19th century Side 
Mine level, or was running roughly parallel somewhere 
nearby and is now largely or wholly inaccessible.  The 
Side Mine waterwheel and flat rods was erected in 
c. 1824 in order to drain workings in Hard Rake below 
river level, by the mine owners, Mr Boothman of 
Manchester and Mr Biscoe of Wrexham, who took the 
mine in 1820 and either started driving the main level in 
that year, or for much of the length re-used and enlarged 
Killer Level.  The wheel is documented as being of 16ft 
(4.9m) in diameter and the same width.  Adam (1843) 
noted that the mine was shown to visitors between 
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c. 1825 and 1845, and that the iron flat rods were ‘301 
yards long’, and that ‘the rush of the water and the play 
of the rods in the pulleys as they steal on the ear on 
entering, and increasing in power as you advance until 
reaching the greatest intensity, even shaking as it were 
the massy mountain is most impressive’.  The mining 
was unsuccessful and mining stopped in 1844; the 
wheel was offered for sale in 1847, but others worked 
intermittently in the vein until 1865.
Given that visitors were taken down the level to the 
pumping chamber the height at which timbers for 
support rods were placed is inconveniently low.  This 
raises the question: were those going along the level 
bending double every time they reached a timber, or 
are these timbers to be associated with the 18th century 
Killer Level flat rods?  Similarly, parts of the level 
have clearly been widened after the flat rod timbers 
were removed – did this happen in the 1820s, with the 
new flat rods supported in a different and currently 
unidentified way, or did this enlargement take place 
sometime between 1845 and 1865?  Detailed recording 
and further research is clearly needed if these questions 
are to be resolved.
Present: John Barnatt, Adam Russell, Richard Shaw, 
Terry Worthington and others
Reported: John Barnatt
References:
Adam, W. 1843  The Gem of the Peak (3rd Edition).
Barnatt, J. and Worthington, T. 2009 Metal mines 
through time: Unravelling archaeological evidence at 
long-worked mines in the Peak District. Mining History 
17.3, pp. 1-124.
Rieuwerts, J. H.  2010  Lead Mining in Derbyshire: 
History, Development & Drainage. 3: Elton to the Via 
Gellia. Ashbourne:  Horizon Press. 

Spinney Level, Hopton Wood, Derbyshire 
SK 2606 5613
On a recent visit to Spinney Level (more properly called 
Haslowfield Level), a series of well-picked rectangular 
slots which presumably once held timbers were noted 
adjacent to the notorious inscription, which earned the 
level the nickname of “Anglo-Saxon Mine” because 
of the vulgarities it contains (Smith and Ford 1971).  
There are three slots, two close together on the left as 
you face them and a third on its own about 0.7m to the 
right.  They are about a third of the way up the passage 
wall and opposite a backfilled alcove that appears 
to be roughly 1m square.  The passage floor at this 
point comprises backfill and, further back towards the 
entrance, the level crosses a winze in which evidence of 
stoping below the current floor level can be seen.
The slots are too close to the passage roof to have been 
supports for a working platform, but the now-backfilled 
alcove adjacent to the slots suggests an alternative, 
which is that there was formerly a winze with a jackroll 
over it at this point, with a small striking chamber.  

There is no sign of an axle hole in the wall, so if there 
was indeed a jackroll here it was on a timber frame set 
into the slots, with the turntree on the line of the passage.  
This interpretation then raises the question of why there 
are three slots in total; were slots picked out before the 
jackroll frame was brought in without the workman 
remembering to “measure twice, cut once” and finding it 
didn’t fit, or was it replaced during its working life with 
a smaller or larger frame? 
In addition to the ‘Anglo-Saxon’ inscription there are a 
number of letters carved in the wall just before the slots; 
initialling next to a winze used for winding has been 
seen at several other sites.
One further point of note occurs below the notches.  The 
wall has been dressed with pickwork, presumably to trim 
back a bulge, but overlaying the pickmarks is a tub rub 
mark; traces of wooden rails are still visible at various 
points in the mine.  If there was formerly a winze at this 
point then it must have been backfilled before the rails 
were in use, and if the slots held timbers then they would 
have blocked the passage for all but very small and low 
tubs which suggests different phases of working.
There was also discussion of the age of the inscription 
whilst underground.  The use of the somewhat archaic 
“pintle” with a crossed “i” points to at least some of 
the inscription being 18th or early 19th century in date, 
but is it all contemporary - has a modern hand added 
to it, or is it all modern with the author using language 
and features to make it seem older than it is?  The mine 
was drawn to the attention of Society members by the 
spar miner Cyril Maddocks and explored in 1969, but 
had apparently been entered by prospecting miners 
before then (Roger Flindall, pers. comm.).  Thus, is 
the inscription is the result of a bored winding boy 
scratching obscenities on the wall, or did someone in the 
earlier 20th century add to or amend existing graffiti?  
Given that spar miners were aware of the mine and are 
said to have explored it, we can only say for certain that 
it predates 1969.
Present: Adam Russell, Mat Adlam-Stiles, Niki Adlam-
Stiles, Arthur Wilson, Alison Pryce, Martin Long
Reported: Adam Russell
Reference:
Smith, A. and Ford, T. D.  1971 Some Adits in the Via 
Gellia. Bull. PDMHS 4.5, pp.378-383.

Smelting Lead on Lodge Moor, Ughill, 
Sheffield, South Yorks, SK 2360 8867 
A new early lead smelting site was discovered by 
accident in July 2015 when returning from looking for 
something else.  This lies on Open Access moorland at 
the western side of Lodge Moor, which is part of the 
Ughill Moors (not the better known Lodge Moor area 
of Sheffield).  The site comprises a discrete mound of 
slag, standing out in the landscape because of its short 
green grass surrounded by the more usual course pale-
brown grasses.  It comprises a smooth-profiled mound 
just under 20m by 8m across and 1m high, with a steep 
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downslope side and a flatter top.  The shape of the 
mound strongly suggests that there was a hearth near 
its upslope edge on the flat top, rather than this being a 
dump of material placed here from elsewhere in advance 
of further processing.  Similarly, the smooth sides 
indicate there has been no attempt to remove material 
for washing, further smelting or transport to another site.  
A variety of slags are visible in a floodwater-erosion 
patch and small animal scrapes; there are many cream-
coloured pieces that are light in weight with multiple 
voids, but other material includes very heavy pieces 
containing only part-smelted galena, and a few small 
pieces of grey-green glassy material.

Contrary to conventional wisdom as to where medieval 
to 16th century smelting sites are located in the Peak, it 
is not on the crest of the scarp, but placed nearby at the 
base of this short steep slope.  However, even here it 
would have caught the predominant wind coming from 
the west and from a smelting perspective the site may 
well have been just as good as the crest.  The location of 
the Lodge Moor site and its character, as a pile of slag 
with no surface sign of a smelting hearth, has parallels 
in the Yorkshire Dales (Smith 2006; 2011; Smith et al. 
2014).  A shallow set of intermittently-traceable hollow-
way braids pass close to the site, coming diagonally up 
the slope from southwest to northeast, and this old route 
could have been used to access the site.  A cart track 
below is later and unlikely to be related.  Presumably the 
ore came from the northern part of the orefield via the 
Hope Valley, while the smelted product perhaps went 
eastwards into the northern hinterland of Sheffield.
What we don’t know for sure is whether the pile of slag 
is at the site of a bole hearth used for primary smelting 
and/or one where slags were re-smelted in a blackwork 
oven; however, that the visible debris contains large 
pieces of slag including pieces with only half smelted 
galena suggests the former, but more research is needed 
on what to expect of slags at both stages of the process.  
There may have been other smelting elsewhere in the 
vicinity, as David Kiernan has found very small amounts 
of scattered slag nearby on the crest of the ridge (centred 
SK 2362 8860); his thoughts on the site will be the 
subject of a separate note in the next issue.

The new discovery adds another example to the small 
list of known early lead smelting sites well to the north-
east of the orefield (Barnatt with Rieuwerts and Roberts 
1996, Fig. 2, Appendix 7.1; Bevan 2004, pp. 79, 93; 
Bevan et al. 2004; Kiernan 2012).  These include several 
sites in the bottom of the upper Derwent valley and 
tributaries, with an excavated 15th century example 
at Linch Clough, two upland sites on the eastern flank 
of the Derwent valley at Bole Low and Lead Hill on 
Derwent Edge, and another further east on Bole Edge at 
Strines. 
The Lodge Moor mound is the most intact known 
bole smelting site in the Peak District; its slag heap is 
undisturbed, and the obscure location at the fringe of 
the area where moorland smelting took place means 
it escaped having the material carted away in post-
medieval times to be re-smelted using more advanced 
water-wheel powered and cupola hearths.  The date 
of the smelting on Lodge Moor is not known, but a 
medieval rather than early post-medieval date is perhaps 
most likely, given the lack of historical documentation.

Present: John Barnatt, Phil Shaw
Reported – John Barnatt
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The slag heap at the Lodge Moor bole at the base of the 
steepest part of the slope.

Photo: John Barnatt
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Smelting Iron near Moscar, Derwent, 
Derbyshire, SK 2230  8787
A second bloomery site for smelting iron has been 
discovered on the Peak District’s eastern moorlands, 
complementing that already known at Burbage (Barnatt 
2008).  The new discovery was made by Terry Howard 
and kindly reported to Sarah Whiteley, one of the Peak 
District National Park archaeologists.  It lies on Open 
Access moorland within Moscar Fields, a moorland 
intake around Moscar House, which has been here since 
at least the 17th century.  A small mound of slag is sited 
on peaty ground, on a small spur at the edge of a small 
stream gully, defined on its other side by a hollow way.  
The crest of the narrow spur, over a 10-20m long and 
3-4m wide stretch has a layer of iron-smelting slag.  A 
sheep scrape has revealed this and the tip is only about 
0.3m deep with the ridge beneath being a natural feature.  
The dump has many large pieces of dark-brown tapping 
slag with run surfaces and air bubbles, while in one small 
discrete area there is a dump of charcoal which included 
pieces of small branch of about 300mm diameter that 
would be ideal for radiocarbon dating.  The site of the 
smelting hearth itself is not obvious but must lie at the 
eastern end of the dump as this is the only flat land in the 
immediate vicinity; the discrete nature of the dump and 
charcoal shows it has not been brought from elsewhere.

The land around the bloomery comprises a shallow 
upland basin at the head of Ladybower Brook, on the 
main moorland shelf between the main scarp down 
into the Derwent valley and an upper scarp which is a 
northward continuation of Stanage Edge in less dramatic 
form.  It may be that there was bog iron under peaty 
deposits available for smelting; another nearby branch of 
the small stream was observed to the very ochreous (SK 
2210 8795).  Alternatively, as argued for the Burbage 
site, iron ore could have been brought here from 
elsewhere, somewhere closer towards Sheffield, moved 
here because there was a good woodland fuel source at 
the time of smelting.  The hollow way, which runs ENE-
WSW, appears to predate the dump and would have 

provided access to the bloomery.  The amount of slag is 
very small compared with the waste heaps at Burbage, 
which are sited in a comparable topographic location, 
and the Moscar bloomery was no doubt a short lived 
smelting operation.  In both cases the date of the iron 
production is currently obscure, but it is most likely to 
be somewhere in medieval or early post-medieval times.  
It was already ancient in 1811 when it was included 
as the only Peak District example in Farey’s list of 23 
places where there were was ‘slag and remains of old 
bloomeries’ (Farey 1811, p. 396).

Present: John Barnatt, Phil Shaw
Reported: John Barnatt

References:
Barnatt, J. (2008) Burbage Bloomery, Burbage 
Valley, South Yorkshire. Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Newsletter 125, January 2008, 
Peak District Mines – Observations and Discoveries 
24, pp. 9-10.
Farey, J. (1811) General View of the Agriculture and 
Minerals of Derbyshire (Volume 1). 

The Miner’s Chamber, Nameless Series, 
Speedwell Mine, Castleton, SK 1392 8274
In 1991, Dave Nixon and Shaun Puckering first 
descended a set of newly-discovered vertical natural 
pitches, entered from a large hole in the floor of ‘The 
Kingdom’ trunk passage in the fossil-phreatic ‘White 
River Series’, which is developed approximately 80m 
above the main Peak Cavern bedding and 94m above 
the Speedwell bedding (Ford 2000; 2008).  Moving 
downwards from the uppermost of these large-scale 
bedding cavern developments, through loose breakdown 
and boulder chokes, and finally traversing a small 
joint-controlled vadose trench partially choked with 
flowstone, they were surprised to see a stemple spanning 
the passageway, and a miner’s clog prints in the clay.  A 
hole in the floor was found to lead through the roof of a 
large solution-developed vein cavity, and they descended 
17m onto a loose rubble floor, noting abundant evidence 
of lead-mining and ore-processing in the chamber. 
Despite the significance of the finds in the ‘Nameless 
Series’, difficult access (requiring SRT techniques over 
a total vertical distance of about 250m, and long crawls 
in mud) has meant that very few people have visited this 
important section of the Speedwell title, and published 
descriptions are cursory outside the original exploration 
notes (Beck 1991-92; Ford 2000; 2008; Marsden 1991; 
Nixon 1991; 1993).  In 2015 a photographic trip was 
therefore planned to document some of the workings.
After negotiating the awkward but fascinating route 
down to ‘Pig Pitch’, the final vertical section of passage 
before the mine workings begin, stemple sockets are 
seen on both natural rift walls and the whole area was 
clearly explored upwards by the miners in search of 
higher-level mineralisation.  Abseiling down a few 
metres gains a landing in a small, natural and partly-
mineralised chamber with miner’s spoil stacked against 

An example of iron smelting slag at the Moscar bloomery
Photo:  John Barnatt
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one wall, and a large passage to one side leading toward 
an ominous downward hole.  However, the way on is a 
much smaller hole in the floor near the landing point, 
that allows a descent into wide empty space, entering 
through the pointed roof of a very large vein cavity.  
The landing is on a steep and loose slope of gravel, and 
towering above this is a large and extremely unstable 
pile of sediment, gravel and rocks, part of which has 
clearly already collapsed.  A hasty scramble up the side 
of the slope is required to gain the chamber floor proper.
The vein cavity is aligned roughly ESE-WNW, probably 
along a branch of New Rake, with some further solution 
development to the northeast (possibly on New Rake 
itself), in the form of a large-diameter natural aven, 
coated in pristine flowstone, and originally stempled for 
climbing by the miners, though these have now collapsed.  
This aven tops out at a large short natural passage leading 
back to the landing below ‘Pig Pitch’.  The guiding vein 
also appears in the White River series some distance to 
the east, forming the large cavity ‘Chronoglyde Skyway’ 
at the top of the ‘Ventilator’ pitches.  Adjacent to the aven 
connecting to ‘Pig Pitch’ is a drystone dressing-bench, 
well built and in good condition.  Atop the bench are old 
riddles, pieces of bent iron and some leather strapping, 
and sitting on the retaining wall of the bench is a clay 
candle-holder.  Directly in front of the bench is the rotted 
outline of a large wooden container or frame, purpose 
unknown, but it is of approximately the same dimensions 
as the dressing bench in plan.
The large working area that occupies the bulk of the 
main chamber floor contains piles of sorted and unsorted 
waste rock and gangue mineral, together with banks 
of sediments, some turned over and some still uncut.  
These suggest that, as in the Pit Props Passage series 
(see Barnatt 2014a; 2014c; Wolstenholme 2015), much 
of the mining work may have been digging through 
cave sediments for residual ore derived from earlier 
washing-out of mineralisation within the veins.  Most 
of the cavern wall is natural solution-rock with little 
trace of mineralisation outside the line of the main vein, 
but occasional rock-trimming has still been undertaken 
by the miners on some walls, probably searching for 
mineral leaders; candle-smoke trails are abundant above 
one section of work.
Just above floor-level, the exposure of a massive calcite 
deposit can be seen, and it is likely, in view of the pipe-
workings seen in the Lower Bung Stopes 20m below, 
that this is the top of the same mineralised zone, now 
buried by backfill; it is probably the ‘Nether Level of 
Nether Pipe’ as described on the Oakden plan of 1779 
(Rieuwerts and Ford 1985).
In the centre of the chamber there are a set of stepped 
pools formed by drystone walling, and these were 
probably built as buddles for initial ore-washing before 
removal, either vertically upwards through as-yet-
unknown shafts to surface, or, more likely, downslope 
to the boardwalk built above the Speedwell streamway 
below ‘The Bung’ (Barnatt 2014d; Wolstenholme 2015) 
for eventual loading onto boats.  These small pools run 

to a natural-looking sump against the south wall, but no 
water is present here today; it is possible that man-made 
leats once carried water from constant drips to feed the 
pools.

At the east end of the main chamber, an arch opens 
out into a second chamber, about half the size of the 
first, again aligned along the vein, here visible as a 
spectacular exposure of white calcite in the east wall 
and along the roof.  Some recent flowstone has coated 
the shattered vein material in places, leading to an 
extremely unusual surface texture.  Large piles of 
sediment and waste are also scattered about the floor 
here.  A stempled shaft in the roof near the arch was left 
unexplored in 1991, and can probably be assumed to 
still be unexplored; this may lead to further workings at 
a higher level.  At the far end, to the east, a low crawl 
leads to a small pit in clay, about a metre deep, with 
rocks choked in the bottom.  This could have been used 
for water-storage, or alternatively is the top of a choked 
internal shaft.
Returning to the main chamber, the west end has a 
stempled climb leading almost 20m up a narrow natural 
void on the vein, very close to the entrance pitch, and 
with two openings near the top, one above the other.  
The lower, a narrow passage, is blind after a few metres, 
but the much larger hole above has a large choke of 
rocks at the base, and a long sturdy stemple jammed 
across its connection to the main chamber, and which 
was possibly used for hauling.  Dave Nixon traversed 
across to this choke in 1991 and speculated that it 
might be the base of a large shaft. The location of this 
interesting section is almost directly under Hurdlow 
Barn, at approximately the rither point with New Rake. 
At the base of this stempled climb is the enormous pile 
of miner’s waste, mentioned earlier, and which has 
collapsed still further since the chamber’s discovery.  
Below the pile, at the landing-point from ‘Pig Pitch’, a 
steep descent on loose gravel and rocks can be made to a 
low and now-blocked passage, which when first entered 
was explored and surveyed to a point just 2.5m above 
the upward dig in the ‘Lower Bung Stopes’, proving 
the original working connection to Speedwell Mine 
below.  However, this whole area is now too unstable 
to work within, and the connection is unlikely ever 
to be reopened, both for safety reasons, and also for 
conservation of the ‘White River Series’. 
Several questions are posed by the size and complexity 
of these workings:

• Were they first entered from the surface, via 
independent mines subsequently incorporated into 
the Speedwell title, or was entry from below, working 
upward through the complex mineralised pipe here?  
The existence of the boardwalk back to the Bung dam 
perhaps suggests the latter, but this could have been 
a later development associated with lower workings 
immediately above the streamway, and possible shafts in 
the roof of the Miner’s Chamber above may indeed have 
once connected to surface in the Hurdlow Barn area.
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• Can the mysterious ‘Nether Pipe’, mentioned 
three times on the old Oakden plan at identical horizons, 
now be attributed to these and other workings in the 
Speedwell title?  Similarities to the ‘Pit Props Passage 
Series’ are clear, with strongly-mineralised pipes 
sitting directly beneath sediment-filled vein cavities, 
and the miners may have considered Nether Pipe to 
be contiguous across much of this section of New and 
Horsepit Rakes, as indeed it may be.  The presumably 
semi-natural and still-undiscovered workings of 
Hurdlow Stile Mine are also likely to be similar to these, 
though at a higher horizon, and containing both an inlet 
and outlet for flowing water, still untraced, but likely to 
be an inlet near the ‘Pit Props Passage Series’.

• Was the mining strategy, as in the ‘Pit Props 
Passage’ stopes, as much concerned with digging out 
and sorting residual ore from inwashed cave sediments 
as with using the more common methods of working 
ore directly from the pipes and veins with hand-tools 
and explosives?  Given these more recent findings, is it 
possible that there may indeed be further undiscovered 
higher-level, larger-scale workings at similar horizons 
above Whirlpool Passage?  The boardwalk which 
was installed above the small stream and the large 
knockstone/dressing bench (Barnatt 2014a) may hint 
at more productive work than is presently observable, 
although understanding how the miners went between 
one and the other is problematic as there are no known 
passages leading up from the boardwalk (Barnatt 2014b).

Sadly, as access to the Miner’s Chamber is so 
difficult, more experienced mine-history observers are 
unlikely to visit the workings to solve some of these 
remaining puzzles, but it is a particularly special and 
well-preserved segment of vein-cavity mining, and 
with undoubted historical significance for the overall 
understanding of the Oakden venture discussed by 
Rieuwerts and Ford (1985).

Present: Phil Wolstenholme, Lisa Wootton.
Reported: Phil Wolstenholme. 
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processing, Speedwell Mine, Castleton. Peak 
District Mines Historical Society Newsletter 149, 
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Barnatt, J. (2014b) Whirlpool Passage, Speedwell 
Mine, Castleton. Peak District Mines Historical 
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Barnatt, J. (2014c) Pit Props Passage: sediment 
mining and the miners’ walkway beyond the Main 
Canal, Speedwell Mine, Castleton. Peak District 
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UK. Cave and Karst Science, Vol.27.1, pp. 5–14.
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Group 14, pp. 25-31.
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Can you contribute to future editions of 
Observations and Discoveries ???
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 Email:  observations@pdmhs.com

North Wales Mines Weekend
Friday 6th to Sunday 8th March 2015.
Organiser: Paul Chandler, with sixteen Society members 
and guests attending for one or more trips: Nick Evans, 
Pam Storer, David Gough, Anthony Botham, Peter 
Hague, Scott Humphries, Tom Collins, Steve Dalgleish, 
Andy Docherty, Ian & Mary Mitchell, Spencer Taylor, 
Geoff Wood, Daniel Lay and James Barradale.

Friday - Clogwyn-y-Fuwch Slate Mine, Trefriw, 
Llanrwst.
Paul, Peter, Scott, Pam, Nick, David, Anthony, Spencer 
and Geoff arrived at the scenic parking area in dry, 
sunny weather, although I was a little late thanks to 
roadworks on A55 at Abergele.  We soon changed, and 
the mine was only a short walk away.  It is located in 
a very picturesque setting, quite wooded, but also very 
vertiginous!  The mine had been worked on six different 
levels, access to the first, lowest level being through a 
cut and cover tunnel. All the levels were relatively short 
but being a slate mine, the workings were spacious, 
and a number of the levels were connected to the level 
above.  The top level was particularly impressive, having 

mailto:observations@pdmhs.com
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a huge gaping entrance.  Daylight penetrated most of the 
workings, a light hardly being required.  To reach levels 
two to six involved a very steep scramble, making use 
of an incline.  There were ruined buildings at various 
locations.  The perfect weather of course meant stunning 
views from the mine, down into the valley and beyond, 
and I was busy taking photographs, both underground 
and scenic views from the mine.  Explorations over, the 
only way was down! 
Saturday - Croesor & Rhosydd Slate Mines, 
Tanygrisiau, Blaenau Ffestiniog.
Paul, Anthony, Ian and Mary, Andy, David, Geoff and 
myself first visited Croesor Slate Mine.  It is a longish, 
uphill walk to the mine, not helped with foggy and damp 
weather on the day and walking in wellies, although 
these are necessary as it is boggy in places.  It was my 
first visit to Croesor and with the mine being at a high 
altitude I expected the views to be spectacular, but not 
on this day!  Adjacent to, and around, the mine entrance 
are a number of ruined mine buildings.  Entering the 
mine we followed a roomy and longish entrance passage 
which passes under a shaft to surface before emerging 
into a spacious mined cavern.  This cavern contains 
the flooded incline to lower levels, the connection to 
Rhosydd Slate Mine, a large flooded chamber with 
a collapsed bridge to workings beyond, and other 
workings of more limited extent. As the workings were 
used for explosive storage up to the 1970s there are 
several buildings and artefacts associated with this later 
storage function.  The team for the through trip headed 
off while some of us were busy taking photographs, I 
must thank Andy who kindly acted as my photographic 
assistant.  Once our group had finished our explorations 
we headed out and made our way over to Rhosydd Mine.
I had visited Rhosydd Slate Mine once before, way back 
in 1999!  The mine has an obvious, large open entrance, 
with numerous, impressive ruined mine buildings and 
artefacts close by. Once one of the largest underground 
slate quarries in Wales, it finally closed in 1930.  The 
large mine adit is half a mile in length, part-way along 
off to one side is a roomy chamber where we met 
the rest of the party and had refreshments.  Then we 
continued along the adit to a junction, where in the floor 
there is a sheave for the endless rope haulage system 
which pulled wagons along the adit and photographs 
were taken. A short distance further along was quite 
a large chamber containing structures and artefacts, 
and with an impressive incline off to one side.  The 
photographers in our group got busy while the others 
explored.  Geoff and myself later viewed a large flooded 
chamber in another part of the mine, but didn’t hang 
around long, as nearby large boulders looked like they 
had come down quite recently!  Just before the flooded 
chamber there is a large incline which Anthony climbed 
up while we waited, and he confirmed that he had found 
the connection to Croesor.  Explorations complete, it 
was now time for the long walk back down the entrance 
adit to daylight.  Waiting outside the mine entrance were 
a group of walkers who were waiting for a couple of 

their group who had gone exploring along the mine adit, 
and whom we had met a short while earlier.
We then made our way over to the track down to 
Tanygrisiau, where by the side of the track, we examined 
the large unfinished wheelpit at the side of a stream.  
Continuing down the track our group explored various 
adits connected with Conglog Slate Mine.  I left them 
exploring and made my way back along the track, which 
runs alongside the attractive, peaceful Cwmorthin lake, 
then finally down by the huge waste tips of Cwmorthin 
Slate Mine to where our cars were parked.
Spencer led a party of Pam, Nick, Daniel and James 
through the Croesor - Rhosydd through trip.  We don’t 
have a detailed trip report, but it was completed in a 
quick time.  The through trip is a popular, sporting trip 
and it is well worth viewing the many fine pictures on 
the www.aditnow.co.uk website.
Sunday - Wrysgan Slate Mine, Tanygrisiau, Blaenau 
Ffestiniog, and the Milwr Tunnel, near Mold.
Because of an access issue with the planned trip to 
Minllyn Slate Mine we all met up in driving rain at a 
popular cafe by the reservoir at Tanygrisiau to decide on 
a plan of action.  After a while Peter and Scott decided 
to brave the elements and explore Wrysgan Slate Mine, 
whilst the rest of us watched the rain lashing down 
through the cafe windows before heading home!
We have no report from the Milwr Tunnel trip but 
feedback indicates that it was an enjoyable trip which 
lasted six and a half hours.
I would like to thank all the Society members and guests 
who took part in this weekend, when you get this level 
of support it makes it all worthwhile.  Further weekends 
away and day trips are planned in the future to explore 
mines in North and Mid Wales, the Lake District and the 
Yorkshire Dales.  Watch this space!

Paul Chandler

Barmote Event 2015
This year’s Barmote Event was held at the Peak District 
Lead Mining Museum on Wednesday the 21st of 
October.  The Pump Room of the Museum was closed 
for the day for the event, for which we must thank 
Maxine Hall, the Museum Curator.  The traditional 
miner’s lunch went down well, Alan Mutter called 
the event to order, made a short speech explaining the 
origins of the event, and introduced the presentations.
A presentations was given by John Gunn, talking about 
some of the great lead mine soughs of the Derbyshire 
mining field, Magpie, Hillcarr, Yatestoop, Moorwood 
and Meerbrook soughs, then I then gave a presentation 
on the great plague of Eyam, between September 1665 
and November 1666, both lasting around 35 minutes.
I would like to thank Robin Hall and his band of helpers, 
Alan Mutter who introduced the event, Nick Potter 
for the audio visual equipment, all the members who 
attended, and all who helped make this such a success.

Tony Wood, Barmote Event Organiser

http://www.aditnow.co.uk
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Introduction to Palaeography Course 
Derbyshire Record Office, Matlock, October 
and November 2015.
Palaeography is the study of ancient handwriting, and 
an invaluable skill for anyone wishing to use original 
documents in archives in the course of their research.

This course was the first such run by the Derbyshire 
Record Office and was intended to provide a “gentle” 
introduction to the art of reading ancient handwriting.  It 
consisted of five Tuesday afternoon sessions, each led 
by a different archivist, and during which we had the 
opportunity to work on reading and transcribing copies 
of a wide selection of documents in different styles of 
handwriting from different periods.
The course was limited to ten participants, who could 
either take the whole course or join for just a single 
session.  When you consider the resources used in 
preparing and presenting the course the cost was a 
modest £ 10 for those joining for a single session, or £ 45 
for the full course.
The course began with an introductory session, in 
which we looked at the basic techniques, covering how 
alphabets have changed over the course of time, now 
long obsolete letters (like thorn and yogh) which may be 
encountered, and the way in which abbreviations were 
(extensively!) used in the past, and the conventions used 
in transcription.  In particular the importance of literal 
transcription, rather than attempting to translate the text 
into more modern language, was stressed.
“Secretary Hand” is the style of writing most widely 
encountered in formal documents, and two sessions were 
devoted to this script, followed by one session each on 
“Cursive Hand” and “Italic Hand”.
One particularly interesting, and intriguing, document we 
studied was an undated late 16th century draft of a letter 
from a mother to her son, probably from about 1587, in 
the Harpur Crewe collection (D2375/M/1/3/1).
DRO Archivist Neil Bettridge, who has an extensive 
knowledge of the Harpur Crewe collection, has presented 
this interpretation of the letter:  “It is a draft letter, 
supposedly from a dying mother to her son.  It has been 
dictated by her to a person who would seem to have 
been writing it down straight onto a page in a book.  She 
evidently had enough strength to put her initials, JH.    
The page has, however, been torn out rather badly from 
the book, as can be seen from the left hand margin.  Did 

the mother change her mind and decide not to send the 
letter?  Was she dissatisfied with it?  Was she the one to 
tear it out so badly?  Did the mother actually die before it 
could be sent?”
If you like a bit of a challenge try to read the first five 
lines of the letter reproduced here, a transcript can be 
found at the bottom of the facing page.

Everyone who participated in the course considered it a 
resounding success, and learned a great deal of valuable 
knowledge.  Indeed, some expressed the view that they 
wished that the course had been longer!
In view of the success of this course it will be certainly 
run again next year, although the likely date has not yet 
been decided. If you think your research would benefit 
from taking part check the Derbyshire Record Office  
Blog at https://recordoffice.wordpress.com/ regularly for 
advance notice of the event.

Steve Thompson

The PDMHS Newsletter is also available in electronic 
form, as a PDF file which can be emailed to those 
members who choose to receive it.
The e-Newsletter offers a number of advantages over the 
printed editon, which include:-

• Prompt delivery avoiding the vagaries of the 
postal services

• High quality full colour photographs and, where 
applicable, diagrams

• Interactive hyperlinks allowing direct access to 
email and linked websites

In addition, the Society is spending a considerable sum 
of money on postage, so by choosing the e-Newsletter 
you can help the Society save valuable resources.
To sign up for the e-Newsletter in future please email 
newsletter@pdmhs.com, with your name, membership 
number and, of course, your email address.

Steve Thompson

Reproduced courtesy of Derbyshire Record Office D2375/M/1/3/1

PDMHS
e-Newsletter

https://recordoffice.wordpress.com
mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com
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New Publications
Mercian Geologist
The journal of the East Midlands Geological Society 
(Mercian Geologist: ISSN 0025 990X), is published 
annually.  The latest issue (volume 18, part 4: October 
2015) contains several items on mines and related 
topics.  Principal among these is ‘Old mines and sink 
holes along the Hucklow Edge vein, Derbyshire’ by 
John Hunter (pp.213-226).  Others are short notes on 
‘Ironstone working in Norfolk’ (Richard Hamblin, 
pp.253-255), ‘Lost (Under)Worlds’ in Derbyshire, 
the West Midlands, Cornwall and the Czech Republic 
(Geoff Warrington, pp.256-257) and ‘Wad deposits in 
the White Peak’ (Vanessa Banks, pp.258-259). 
For information about the Society and its publications 
contact the Secretary, 100 Main Street, Long Whatton, 
Loughborough LE12 5DG; secretary@emgs.org.uk.

Alderley Edge mines, Cheshire
The copper-dominated polymetallic mineralisation 
at Alderley Edge is in a Geological Site of Special 
Scientific Importance and is the only one of its kind 
to be included in the Geological Conservation Review 
(Warrington, 2010).  An important aspect of the site 
is that the mines afford access to unweathered three-
dimensional sections in the sedimentary host rocks.  
Two recent articles illustrate the value of the site for the 
application of such studies.

Seers, T.D. & Hodgetts, D. 2014.  Comparison of digital 
outcrop and conventional data collection approaches 
for the characterization of naturally fractured reservoir 
analogues.  Geological Society, London, Special 
Publications, 374, 51-77. 

An account, illustrated with 17 figures and 7 tables, 
of a study of fracture systems in the Mid-Triassic 
Helsby Sandstone Formation in the Alderley Edge 
area, Cheshire.  This was carried out using LIDAR 
(Light Detection And Ranging) equipment, with 
particular attention given to the high-porosity 
aeolian West Mine Sandstone in the West Mine.  
The mine workings provide access to an analogue 
for hydrocarbon reservoirs in rocks of similar age in 
the East Irish Sea that is superior to what is available 
from surface outcrops. 

Warrington, G. 2014.  Inside Mid-Triassic fluvial 
deposits: a legacy of mining sediment-hosted ore 
bodies in Cheshire, UK.  Proceedings of the Geologists’ 
Association, 125 (5-6), 548-559. 

The legacy of mining at Alderley Edge includes 
unweathered sections which show details of the 
sedimentary host rocks that may be only poorly 
seen in weathered surface outcrops.  The account 
focuses principally on the Wood Mine, in which the 
host rocks are the deposits of a c.245 million year-
old braided river system, and is illustrated with 19 
figures including maps, sections and photographs.  
The mines at this site provide an opportunity to 

view, from a unique internal perspective, situations 
analogous to those of hydrocarbon reservoirs found 
in rocks of the same age in the East Irish Sea.

References: Warrington, G. 2010. Alderley Edge 
district, Cheshire. Pp.182-190 in: 
Bevins, R.E., Young, B., Mason, J.S., 
Manning, D.A.C. & Symes, R.F. (eds). 
Mineralization of England and Wales.  
Geological Conservation Review 
Series, 36. Peterborough: Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee.

One to look out for - due early 2016!
Prag, A.J.N.W. (ed.).  The Story of Alderley. Living with 
the Edge. Manchester: Manchester University Press. 
This volume includes contributions on the geology, 
mineralization, mines, history of mining and many other 
aspects of the Alderley Edge district.
For more information about this book please visit:-

http://www.manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/cgi-bin/
indexer?product=9780719091711

Contributed by Dr Geoff Warrington
Honorary Visiting Fellow, University of Leicester.

Nellie Kirkham’s Field Notes
Over the years the copious field notes compiled by the 
late Nellie Kirkham have achieved an almost mystical 
reputation amongst the cognoscenti of Derbyshire 
mining history.  They were compiled by Nellie during 
her myriad sorties into the Peak District and comprise 
sketch maps, field notes, snippets of information, records 
of conversations and all sorts of miscellaneous paper.  
They are not all related to mining history – she was 
interested in place names, perambulations, the Civil War, 
architecture and many, many other subjects.  When she 
died in 1979 her Executor was Doug Nash, of Op. Mole 
and Eyam.  Recently his library and records were passed 
to the British Cave Research Association and the mining 
history library was then passed on to P.D.M.H.S.
A decision was immediately taken that her field notes 
were a unique resource, and as such, should be passed 
to the Derbyshire Record Office for secure storage, open 
access and conservation.  After a meeting with Mark 
Smith of the D.R.O., it was agreed that the collection 
would be taken into their care.  To date 10 box files have 
been transferred and some 40 more boxes are to follow.
The collection is now included in their on-line system at:

http://calmview.derbyshire.gov.uk/calmview/overview.
aspx?src=calmview.catalog&q=refno:D5675*

Dave Williams

My goodd sonn your gentle letter I did receve by George 
Hoult which commfortted  mee very muche that you 
weare so well placed [b]oth for health and pleasure and 
that my duty maye be [r]emembered to that noble mann 
which lovethe you as it deeth well appeare to all your 
frendes thoo your enymies greeve

Transcript from the previous page:

mailto:secretary@emgs.org.uk
http://www.manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/cgi-bin/indexer?product=9780719091711
http://www.manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/cgi-bin/indexer?product=9780719091711
http://calmview.derbyshire.gov.uk/calmview/overview.aspx?src=calmview.catalog&q=refno:D5675
http://calmview.derbyshire.gov.uk/calmview/overview.aspx?src=calmview.catalog&q=refno:D5675
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Book Review:
Mill Close;
The Last Great Derbyshire Lead Mine.

   

By J.H. Rieuwerts 2015. Published by Hucklow 
Publishing, Ash House, Great Hucklow. 76pp.
ISBN: 978-0-9563473-8-1
This book has a print run of 400 copies and results from 
further study of the private archives at Stanton Hall, 
with the encouragement and financial support of Mr. 
Nicholas Davie-Thornhill.  The material is supplemented 
from many other sources and includes photographs and 
drawings.  A glossary and bibliography serve to enhance 
the reading and further study.
The story covers the history of Mill Close mine from 
the early part of the 17th century to the last mining of 
lead ore in June 1940.  The origins of the mine lie south 
of Cowley Brook to the northwest of the Red Lion Inn, 
Wensley with its final workings under Stanton Old Hall, 
having passed under the edges of Stanton Moor.
The Stanton archive information on the mine only dates 
from 1891-1892 onwards but it contains commercial 
and legal records, as would be expected from one of 
the beneficiaries of royalties from the various recovered 
ores.  The other estate to receive mineral dues was 
that of the Duke of Rutland.  This arrangement led to 
the familiar picture of the two circular metal ore bins 
constructed during the early 1930s.
There is an error on page 60, as the two photographs 
there are of Baby and Alice shaft, not Warrencarr shaft, 
since that shaft top was built above ground level.  The 
end of the concrete Generator House is visible in the 
background to one of these photographs.
Jim Rieuwerts brings his huge knowledge and research 
to the writing of this book and, if “The Mine That 
Drowned” has not satisfied your wish for information on 
Mill Close, this publication will surely add to it.
The book is priced at £15.00 + p & p, available from:-

Jim Rieuwerts, 2 Torwood Drive, Greenhill, 
Sheffield, S8 7QZ. Telephone: 0114 237 6988.

Keith Gregory 

New Members
Please welcome the following eight new members who 
have all joined the Society recently.

Kerry Bradshaw, UTTOXETER
Mr. S J Conquest, BUXTON
Christian Fletcher, Penistone, BARNSLEY
Jessica Reyes, Amherst College, Amherst, MA, USA
Ms. S Tideswell, UTTOXETER
Ms. A Wakerley, Eyam, HOPE VALLEY
Julie Watson, c/o Coke-Turner and Co Ltd., 
Rowsley, MATLOCK
Tom Wylie, SUTTON-IN-ASHFIELD

We hope they will all find their membership of the 
Society both enjoyable and rewarding.

Keith Gregory

The new, updated PDMHS website is now fully active, 
with an entirely revised up -to-date style.  Much new 
content has already been included although much 
remains to be done.  In particular, as a number of people 
are now authorised to post content on the site we will be 
able keep pace with events with more regular updates.

Steve Thompson

PDMHS Newsletter, April 2016
The deadline for the April 2016 edition of the Newsletter 
is Tuesday the 1st of March 2016

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee
Registered Charity No 504662
Registered Office:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR Tel: 01629 583834
Web Sites:
Society: www.pdmhs.com
Museum: www.peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk/
The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided 
that acknowledgment is made of the source.
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society.
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