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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Developments at the Museum
The new Matlock Bath Heritage section on the extended 
mezzanine floor is taking shape.  We owe our grateful 
thanks to Andy Gillings and Normal Birkett for all their 
hard work over the last few weeks, and the very high 
quality of the work they have produced.
Richard Carr has built a fine replica of a Petrifying Well 
using tufa donated by the new owners of the New Bath 
Hotel; we are very grateful for their contribution.
All the carcass work is now complete and we now await 
the vinyl text panels from the printers, these should be 
with us by the end of February (at the time this item 
was written, Ed.).  We would also like to thank all the 
volunteers who have assisted Laura with the research 
which has enabled the creation of these text panels.
A much needed storage area has also been created on the 
mezzanine floor which will be used to house part of the 
PDMHS Library together with a collection of  Museum 
photographs, and much more.
Part of the Heritage Lottery Fund grant will be used 
to enable the creation of a large stained glass window 
which will depict iconic scenes of Matlock Bath both 
ancient and modern.  Construction work will start on this 
window towards the end of February.
We have plans to produce a Town Trail Leaflet which we 
will probably be selling for a nominal sum.
We are hoping to have the whole of this exhibition 
completed by the early summer of this year.

Robin Hall

Best Wishes to Laura
Laura Smith, who has worked at the Peak District Lead 
Mining Museum for the last ten years, will be taking 
maternity leave in March, and while she is away, Clare 
Herbert, who is Lynn Willies’ daughter will be covering 
her job.  Everyone at the Museum would like to send 
Laura their best wishes for the impending happy event.

Robin Hall

The Meaning of “Spice”
What now seems like a considerable time ago the writer 
began to laboriously work his way through an account 
book in the Bagshaw Collection, presently held in the 
Derbyshire Record Office at Matlock.
This book, D7676 Bag.C. 559, is catalogued as 
“Accounts for horse team work 1847-1863”, and seems 

to have been compiled by Henry Daviss, William 
Wyatt’s bookkeeper.  It consists of a comprehensive 
daily account of the activities of William Wyatt’s horses, 
whether ploughing, harrowing, carting hay or manure, 
taking “2 calvs” to Tideswell Fair, or even carrying a 
lady’s luggage to the railway station at Rowsley...
My interest, however, was to extract from these accounts 
all references to the mining, smelting and transport of 
lead, as well as ancillary activities like carrying “2 tons 
Fire Clay for Slagg Mill” from East Moor Brick Works.
I was intrigued to find several references to “Leading 
Spice 2 carts to Cupola” and similar.  What is “Spice”?
In total I have so far found 23 similar entries between 
the 15th of December 1848 and the 21st of March 1859.  
No doubt there will be more as I proceed still further 
through the accounts.
A typical entry goes something like:  “8th January 1857, 
Leading spice 2 carts from Twelve Meers to Cupola”
Of these 23 entries, twelve identify from where this 
“Spice” was brought from:  ten are from Twelve Meers; 
one from Twelve Meers and Brightside; and one from 
Deep Rake.  The remaining eleven entries do not 
identify the source of the “Spice”.
“Spice” is not listed in Jim Rieuwerts’ “Glossary of 
Derbyshire Lead Mining Terms”, and Jim himself has 
not encountered the term elsewhere.  I have seen it used 
nowhere else except in this book of accounts.
However, the “Spice” is always being taken “to Cupola” 
so presumably it plays some important part in the 
smelting process.  Adam Russell and myself have come 
to a consensus view that it is referring to fluorspar being 
used as a flux in the smelting process.  The flux used 
primarily facilitates the clean separation of the molten 
metal from the slag by rendering the slag more fluid at 
the smelting temperature.  The name “Spice” perhaps 
comes about by analogy with spices used in cooking, 
which serve to render food more acceptable to the sense 
of taste, and perhaps also more digestible.
If anyone has encountered the use of the term “Spice” 
elsewhere in connection with mining or smelting 
processes, or perhaps noted its use in other parts of the 
country, then I would be very interested to hear about it.
If you do have any further information then I would be 
very grateful if you would contact me, either  by email at 
newsletter@pdmhs.com, or by using the contact details 
on the last page of this Newsletter.  Many thanks!

Steve Thompson

Newsletter No. 158  April 2016

mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com


2

Meets Programme - Summer 2016
If you plan to attend any of these meets please contact 
the leader to give an idea of numbers.  In particular, if 
optional food is being offered afterwards please let the 
leader know if you would like to take advantage of this.
Tony will be leading a walk as part of the “Celebrating 
Cromford” Village Festival during the weekend of the 
17th to the 19th of June.

If any members would like to join this walk they will be 
most welcome, please contact Tony for more details.

1:  Underground Meet:  Burtersetts Slate 
Mine, Hawes, Wensleydale, Yorkshire Dales
Sunday 17th April 2016: Organiser: Paul Chandler.
A voyage of discovery to this former flag and roofing 
slate mine which we have not visited before.  This is a 
day trip to a short, easy or moderate grade mine, and we 
will also visit another stone mine close by.  An oversuit 
trip, with some crawling but no SRT or ladders, and 
well worth bringing a camera.  Party size is not limited.  
Please contact Paul for meet details, to arrange lifts, etc.

There are photos of the mine on www.aditnow.co.uk

2:  Mining Heritage Walk:  Mining on the 
North York Moors.
Saturday 14th May 2016: Organiser: Paul Chandler.
This day trip, based at the picturesque Rosedale Abbey, 
will visit remains of the Ironstone mining industry which 
ceased in 1926.  A highlight will be the impressive 
kilns, where the iron ore was calcined.  The provisional 
programme is to start with a short, level walk of about 
four miles around the Chimney Bank area, then after 
lunch in Rosedale we will take another short walk to 
see the Rosedale East Mines.  Bring your usual walking 
gear, camera, etc.  There is a choice of cafés and pubs 
in Rosedale Abbey, or bring a packed lunch.  Party size 
is not limited.  Please contact Paul for meet details or 
to arrange lifts, etc.  I am not familiar with this area, so 
input from Society members will be most welcome!
There are lots of pictures of the mining remains, etc., on 
www.docbrown.info and www.aditnow.co.uk

3:  Heritage Walk – Bonsall Area
Tuesday 7th June 2016: Leader: Tony Wood, meet at 
6.30pm at the lorry park at the top of the Clatterway in 
Bonsall village.
This walk will take us out to Town End and around the 
perimeter of Ball Eye quarry, then onwards down Harp 
Edge and onto Staffordshire Row into Cromford village.   
From here we will follow the A5012 up the Via Gellia, 
passing the sites of the old Bobbin Mill, the site of the 
tail of Ball Eye Sough, Hollins Mill, the old Pig of Lead 
inn and the site of Clatterway Sough tail.
Optional food and drink will be available at the Kings 
Head, Bonsall afterwards.

4:  Underground Meet: Penarth Slate 
Mine, near Corwen, North Wales
Sunday 26th June 2016: Leader: Paul Chandler.
This is a change from the previously advertised trip 
to Minllyn Slate Mine, Dolgellau, which will be re-
organised in 2017.
A day trip to this popular, former slate mine, located in 
a picturesque, elevated setting looking down to the Dee 
Valley.  This is an easy trip, ideal for novices, but also 
of interest to more experienced explorers.  Boilersuit, 
oversuit or old clothes will be fine.  A dry mine with 
mainly large, walking size passages and huge caverns.  
There is some static water in a lower level which you 
may visit.  There are interesting mine artefacts, and an 
impressive, steep incline with rails in situ, and we will 
have plenty of time for photography.  Party size is not 
limited. Please contact Paul for meet details or to arrange 
lifts, etc.  Reference: www.aditnow.co.uk.

5:  Heritage Walk – Stoney Middleton Area
Tuesday 28th June 2016: Leader: Tony Wood, meet at 
7.00pm. Parking details to be arranged
The route of this walk is yet to be planned, but details 
will appear on the PDMHS website in due course, 
alternatively contact Tony for more details.
Optional food and drink afterwards at one of the nearby 
public houses.

6:  Underground Meet: Milwr Tunnel, 
Holywell, North Wales.
Sunday 10th July 2016: Organiser: Paul Chandler.
This visit, courtesy of Grosvenor Caving Club, is one 
of the best mine trips in the country!  Subject to water 
levels we will visit the spectacular Powell’s Lode 
Cavern, via the Milwr Tunnel.  This is a long, difficult 
and strenuous trip, so take food and drink, spare lighting, 
etc., the last Society visit in 2015 took 6½ hrs!  All 
participants must have BCA insurance, and the ability 
to self-lifeline using a Shunt, Ascender or similar is 
essential, as are a  load bearing belt and cowstails, or 
harness if you prefer.  No SRT is involved.  Well worth 
taking a camera.  The maximum party size is six, but 
three Society members have booked places already!  
Please contact Paul to book your place, get meeting 
arrangements, etc.
Reference: The Milwr Tunnel, Bagillt to Loggerheads, 
2nd Edition by Cris Ebbs (2008) from www.lulu.com

7:  Heritage Walk – Bradwell Area
Tuesday 12th July 2016: Leader: Tony Wood, meet at 
7.00pm. Parking details to be arranged.
The route of this walk is yet to be planned, but details 
will appear on the PDMHS website in due course, 
alternatively contact Tony for more details.
Optional food and drink afterwards at one of the nearby 
public houses.

http://www.aditnow.co.uk
http://www.docbrown.info
http://www.aditnow.co.uk
http://www.aditnow.co.uk
http://www.lulu.com
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8:  Heritage Walk – Middleton by 
Wirksworth
Tuesday 26th July 2016: Leader: Tony Wood, meet at 
7.00pm at the Rising Sun, Middleton.
This walk will take us around the Middleton by 
Wirksworth area looking at the former quarries, lead 
mines and railway lines that once existed in and around 
the village.
Optional food and drink afterwards at the Rising Sun, 
Middleton.

9:  Heritage Walk – The Monyash Mines
Tuesday 9th August 2016: Leader: Tony Wood, meet at 
7.00pm at the Bulls Head, Monyash.
This walk will take us to the sites of the Hillocks or 
Wharf mine entrance, and its nearby climbing shafts.  
We will then head down to the Knotlow mines to have a 
look at the climbing shaft and the nearby engine shafts 
associated with this mine.
Optional food and drink at the Bulls Head, Monyash 
afterwards.

Proposed Meet.  Standedge Tunnel, 
Marsden, Huddersfield, South Pennines
Standedge Tunnel is the longest, highest and deepest 
canal tunnel in Britain, 3¼ miles in length. The Canal 
& River Trust now organise two hour boat trips costing 
£15 pp, from either Marsden to Diggle, or Diggle to 
Marsden. The trips start at 10,00am from Marsden or 
1.00pm from Diggle. Free return transport is provided.
Can anyone interested please contact Paul Chandler..
Please check the Society’s website www.pdmhs.com for 
any change in the circumstances of these meets.
For more information please contact:-

Tony 07891 276668
Paul 01246 220773
Email meets@pdmhs.com  (Please state in the 

title if the message is for Paul or Tony.)
Tony Wood

Book Review
The story of Alderley: Living with the Edge
Edited by A. J. N. W. Prag: Published: 2016 by 
Manchester University Press

ISBN 978 07190 9171 1 hardback
Two events which occurred at the start of the 1990s 
changed the whole outlook on Alderley Edge, Cheshire, 
and its mines of formerly uncertain history.  Firstly, a 
wooden shovel emerged into the light from the collection 
of Cheshire author Alan Garner, and a couple of years 
later, a pot of coins was found by the Derbyshire Caving 
Club in a disused shaft being dug.  The shovel was 
evidence of Bronze Age mining and the coins of the 
Roman era.  Suddenly the history of the Alderley Edge 
copper, lead and cobalt mines became clearer.

Through remarkable foresight of the Manchester 
Museum in the University of Manchester and the 
National Trust, a research project was commenced in 
1995 to investigate the historical landscape of Alderley 
Edge with Simon Timberlake as chief surveyor and with 
professional support from the University and Museum.  
The groundwork for the project was wrapped up in 
2005 while contributors prepared material for a book to 
incorporate all the findings.  Archaeological work was 
published in 2005 as a separate volume (Timberlake, S. 
and Prag, A. J. N. W. (eds). 2005. The Archaeology of 
Alderley Edge: Survey, Excavation and Experiment in 
an Ancient Mining Landscape).  The new publication in 
2016 covers the findings outside the field of archaeology 
and includes local and social history, natural history, 
mythology and of course the geology, mineralogy and 
history of the Edge and the mines.
From the point of view of the historical mining reader, 
there is a great deal to get from the book beyond simply 
the mines at Alderley Edge.  Geology, geography and 
mining occupy more than 250 pages of the whole 
1000-page book and contributions have been made 
by Simon Timberlake, Geoffrey Warrington, the late 
David Thompson, David Green, Richard Braithwaite 
and others.  Simon’s section covers early mining while 
Geoffrey covers the more recent recorded mining history.  
David Thompson, David Green and Richard Braithwaite 
contributed to the sections on geology and mineralogy 
and the author of this review describes the current 
understanding of the mining techniques employed, 
using field study in place of documentary research, and 
a chapter on stone quarrying on the Edge.  Part of a 
chapter on graffiti on the Edge discusses underground 
graffiti dating from the 1760s to the twenty-first century.  
There are also glossaries of geological and mining terms 
covering more than twenty pages.
The full value of this major work lies not only in its 
specialist interest to mining historians but its broader 
coverage of the history and environment of the Cheshire 
locality ranging, for example, from the Wizard legend to 
second world war graffiti on trees, and from mediaeval 
standing stones to Victorian mill-owners’ villas.
Copies are available from the publisher’s distributor (see 
below) and will, I am sure, be available from usual book 
outlets.  At £50, if you are only interested in the mining 
aspects, it is not a cheap book; but this also provides the 
reader with 1000 pages of fascinating local history and 
other information in hard covers.  It may be an unworthy 
thought but at the last resort, the book might even be 
a suitable replacement for the door stops for which 
Alderley Edge Bronze Age hammer-stones were, it is 
said, traditionally used.
Copies are available until 30th June 2016 discounted to 
£40 from the distributor: NBN, by quoting discount code 
OTH574. Telephone +44 (0)1752 202301
  Email orders@nbninternational.com.

Nigel J Dibben
Derbyshire Caving Club

http://www.pdmhs.com
mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
mailto:orders@nbninternational.com
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 56
Salts Level Tramway, Deep Ecton Mine, 
Ecton Hill, Wetton, Staffordshire; entrance 
SK 0973 5830
In November 2015 a trip with a difference was 
undertaken into Salts Level at Ecton.  Four of us carried 
in photographic equipment together with two cast-
iron tramway rails, originally from a site in north-east 
Derbyshire, with the aim of later creating a virtual image 
of a tramway running down the level.
When the 1804-06 Salts Level was assessed for English 
Heritage in 2008, sleeper blocks for iron rails running 
along its length from the tail to the main haulage shaft 
were recorded, many still in-situ and placed in pairs 
down the passage (Barnatt 2013, pp. 77-79, 114, 215-
16).  Opinion over the design of the now-removed rails 
in level was purposefully left open, describing them as 
‘either L-section plateway or fish-bellied rails’ with a 
gauge suggested to be 37-38 inches.
Since this work was published, clarification of their type 
has been gained and we now know they were almost 
certainly L-Section rails of a type designed by Benjamin 
Outram, who made such rails at the Butterley Ironworks 
at Ripley from the early 1790s onwards.  ‘Benjamin 
Outram and Co’ had opened the works here in 1790 and 
traded as such until 1807 when the name was changed to 
the ‘Butterley Company’ following legal wrangling after 
the death of Benjamin in 1805.
Richard Shaw was the first to express this opinion for 
the Salts Level rails, based on his knowledge of Outram-
type rails that survive underground at the Godstone and 
Marden firestone quarries in Surrey; this was his old 

stomping ground, Richard having lived not far away as a 
teenager.  Later, this interpretation was reinforced by Ian 
Castledine and David Kitching, both of whom are very 
familiar with early plateways and their design.  The basis 
for this interpretation is the shape of the feet at each 
end of the cast iron rails, the bottoms of which were a 
squat D-shape with a protruding semi-circular toe.  The 
D-shape is replicated as wear patterns on the sleeper 
blocks, where the rails have rattled, wearing the blocks 
to show the shape of the feet (Plates 1, 2).  Sleeper 
blocks with similar foot-wear patterns survive in-situ in 
the Stodhart Tunnel at Chapel en le Frith (assessed by 
the author for English Heritage several years ago); this 
lay on the Peak Forest Tramway designed by Outram 
and was opened in 1796 (Boyes and Lamb 2012).

To reinforce his point Richard and I undertook a mad 
jaunt to Surrey in May 2015, going there and back in 
a day and inspecting rails in both mines.  Godstone 
Mine has spectacular survival, in part archaeologically 
excavated by the Wealden Cave and Mine Society.  Here 
the plateway is of 33 inch gauge, with the cast-iron rails 
set in channels cut into the rock floors of the passages 
and the rails fastened to recessed timber sleeper blocks 
(Plate 3).  The original Outram L-section rails were 3ft 
long, had the usual feet at either end, and the side flange 
was somewhat higher at the centre than the two ends, 
designed for strength and giving them a hump-backed 
appearance.  Outram rails from colliery tramways in 
north-east Derbyshire are of the same design, as are some 
of those excavated at Bugsworth Basin (Whitehead 1998, 
pp. 7-8).  They all fit with the specifications laid down by 
Outram for tramway rails (Whitehead 1998, pp. 5-6).
At Ecton, each rail was exactly 3ft long and now 
we know they are of Outram-type, in this case with 
the flange set to the inside, this allows its gauge to 
be refined.  It was 36 inches and this is the same as 
plateways within collieries in north-east Derbyshire in 
use at the beginning of the 19th century (Ian Castledine 
pers. comm.).  One wonders if George Dickens, the 
Duke of Devonshire’s colliery viewer, gave advice to 
Cornelius Flint, the Duke’s Ecton agent or to George 

Plate 1:  Close up of worn sleeper block in Salts Level, 
with plateway rail for comparison of foot shape, fastening 
pin and notch in casting for this.

Photo: Ian Castledine

Plate 2: Pair of Outram rails on Salts Level sleeper 
blocks, with metric scale to show gauge.

Photo: Ian Castledine
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Cantrell his assistant.  The rails were fastened together 
at each sleeper block with a single tapered pin of 
rectangular cross section.  When we laid the Outram 
rails brought into the mine in November 2015 we found 
that the fit was precise and the pins fitted tightly.  So 
many of the sleeper blocks remain in their exact correct 
places that it is clear that to remove the rails later in the 
19th century they must have been smashed rather than 
taken out for re-use; presumably they went for scrap.
What we know from the 6-7 weekly Ecton Mine 
accounts is that the rails were not made at the Butterley 
Ironworks but cast by a local foundry, Walter Bassett 
and Co of Winkhill Bridge; it is assumed that copies 
were made without Benjamin Outram and Co’s 
knowledge.  Using local producers also happened 
elsewhere.  At Godstone Mine the Outram originals, of 
the hump-backed L-section design noted above, were 
placed in the mine in the 1840s-50s, re-used from the 
Croydon, Merstham and Godstone Iron Railway which 
was created in 1803-04 but abandoned in 1842 (Bayliss 
1981; Burgess 2006; 2008).  One displaced rail seen in 
our 2015 visit has ‘Outram & Co’ embossed as part of 
the casting on the lower face.  There are also at least 
two variant rail designs with slightly different flanges 
at Godstone, some slightly hump-backed others flat-
topped; presumably these were made locally.  Some bear 
the initials CM&GIR for the railway company (Burgess 
2006, p. 32; 2008, p. 112), while others may have been 
made specifically for use in the mine.  Similarly, at 
Bugsworth Basin at the lower end of the Peak Forest 
Tramway, archaeological investigations have found a 
variety of L-section rails used to supplement and/or 
replace Outram originals (Whitehead 1998).  There were 
no doubt various subtle variations on the theme of rail 
design; Curr for example illustrated rails with flat-topped 
rather than hump-backed flanges (Curr 1797).
Information on Salts Level and its rails is to be found 
in the 6-7 weekly mine accounts, supplemented with 
detail in the accompanying vouchers.  They started 

driving Salts Level in Autumn 1804, with a first wages 
payment made on 13 October 1804, finishing the long 
straight tunnel north-eastwards to the main shaft and 
adjacent newly-made striking house in Autumn 1806.  
Then the level was extended south-eastwards to the 
pipeworkings through to Summer 1807, with the last 
payments made on 22 August 1807.  They may not have 
started laying rails until Spring 1806; a single entry 
made in the 24 Nov. 1804 account for ‘laying down the 
cast iron rails on the new railed road’ at a cost of £2 2s 
0d may be elsewhere at Ecton mines given the early 
date.  Similarly, a bill for £78 18s 9½d for 274 ‘cast iron 
rails’ and one of £4. 9s 4d for 10 waggon wheels, both 
from Bassett’s foundry and entered as paid in October 
1803, may not have been for Salts Level.  We know at 
a slightly later date they were putting in ‘new rails’ (of 
unspecified type) in Chadwick Sough from February 
to May 1805.  After a time gap, from 24 May 1806 
onwards there are regular entries in the accounts related 
to the purchase and laying of rails in Salts Level and on 
the dressing floor outside.  The total cost of driving the 
level was £897 13s 2d, with an additional payment made 
for manufacture of 872 rails of three foot length, three 
‘fiddle’ rails and four tub wheels of £270 11s 3d, and 
another for installation in the same period of about £50, 
both in the 1806-07 period. The 872 rails are enough 
for 1308ft (399m) of tramway and this is sufficient to 
complete the railing underground and a single line to 
the dressing floors. A further 93 rails were paid for in 
October 1808, costing £26 1s 11½d, presumably to 
provide a stock of ‘spares’.

One potentially vital piece of evidence is that in a 
display cabinet in the Speedwell Mine shop, amongst 
the various artefacts on long term loan from PDMHS, 
there are two pieces of broken L-section plateway rail 
with the characteristic Outram D-shaped foot and hump-
backed flange (Plate 4).  These are labelled as from 
‘Dutchman Mine, Ecton’.  There is no documentary or 
archaeological evidence that suggests that Dutchman 
Mine ever had an iron-railed tramway and it seems 
probable that the rails are mislabelled and came from 

Plate 3: Excavated plateway at Godstone Mine in Surrey
Photo: Richard Shaw

Plate 4: Underside of broken plateway rail with protruding 
foot, from Ecton, on display at Speedwell Mine 

Photo: Richard Shaw
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Salts Level, or that these broken pieces had been taken 
to Dutchman Level after removal from Salts.  If this 
is the case, the Salts rails are different from those 
usually found at surface, and as reused underground 
at Godstone, in that they are of a ‘lighter duty’ with a 
smaller cross-section; this may well reflect their planned 
underground use, where the gauge is relatively narrow 
and they did not need to be as sturdy as those at typical 
surface tramways.
The day at Salts Level in November was one of the 
more memorable and stranger photographic trips I have 
been on.  With cameras on tripods, a pair of rails was 
photographed, and then moved along and photographed 
again; in the end several images were stitched together 
to produce a virtual reconstruction of the tramway to 
give an impression of what was once there (Plate 5).

Present at different times: John Barnatt, Ian Castledine, 
David Kitching, Richard Shaw, Lee Wyatt.

Reported: John Barnatt.
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Three Lead Smelting Sites on Lodge Moor, 
Ughill, Sheffield, South Yorkshire
The second of these three sites was identified in mid-
July 2015 by John Barnatt and Phil Shaw who kindly 
informed me of their discovery.  Since then I have made 
numerous visits to the area, with John and his team and 
other colleagues.  As will be seen, my interpretation of 
the sites differs considerably from that published by John 
in the January 2016 PDMHS Newsletter.  Without any 
scientific evidence (such as soil analysis or a geophysical 
survey), my interpretation, however, remains very much 
a working hypothesis based on the identification of lead 
slag and smelting debris, contestable landscape features 
and my knowledge, largely drawn from contemporary 
records, of bole smelting in Derbyshire

Site 1: South Bole: SK 2362 8850; North 
Bole: SK 2363 8863
On the crest of a ridge about 400m above sea level there 
is a large area of stone debris, some of which bears 
the appearance of having been burned.  The site is just 
outside the corner of a wire fence that, according to the 
land owner, has in recent years been erected around 
the plateau summit of the moor by Natural England as 
a protection from over-grazing.  Above the disturbed 
area two distinct oval-shaped features can be identified.  
Both are roughly eight metres along the NW/SE axis 
and seven metres on the NE/SW axis.  Both also face 
south west, catching the strong prevailing winds which 
funnel up Ladybower Brook and across the Moscar 
plateau.  A clear boundary of contamination has limited 
the growth of vegetation within the two ovals, but only 
a few pieces of white bole slag remain.  The small 
quantities of visible smelting refuse, the flattened nature 
of the sites and the stone debris on the hillside below 

Plate 5: Virtual plateway along a short stretch of Salts 
Level     Photo: Ian Castledine

Site 1, the South Bole Photo: David Kiernan
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them suggest that the boles have been cleared of slag 
and surface structures.  The centres of the two boles are 
roughly thirty metres apart.  Their approximate location 
and that of the other two sites is shown in the modified 
aerial photograph shown below.  There are two surface 
features which might possibly be identified as casting 
areas.  The first, at SK 2363 8858, is about seven metres 
SW of the south bole.  There is a small hollowed square 
of debris where fragments of small, light slag are present 
in the soil.  The second is a raised sandy mound about 
seven metres to the NW of the north bole.  A narrow 
path (possibly caused by sheep, but fairly straight) can 
be traced through the vegetation diagonally down the 
hill for about 60 metres to Site 2.

Site 2: SK 2360 8867
This site was provisionally identified as a smelting site 
by John Barnatt.  It lies about 65 metres down the slope 
to the NW of the boles on the edge of a shallow valley 
created by a dry stream bed which, in wet weather, 
drains from the moor above.  John has described this 
feature in his earlier article.  My interpretation of the site, 
however, is different. I suggest that the heap borders on 
a washing area for slag left over from the bole firings 
on Site 1.  Large white slag found at the southern end 
of the feature certainly looks like bole slag.  A number 
of contemporary records refer to the washing places at 
the boles where slag had to be cleaned before it could 
be re-smelted. Later, perhaps, the site may have served 
as a slag collection point after the boles at Site 1 and 
slag ovens at Site 3 were broken up, possibly at a much 
later date, for re-smelting in a water-powered slag mill. 
Entries in the Holmesfield Manor Court Rolls suggest 
that such bole debris reclamation was carried out in 
the mid-18th century.  There is also a record of a bole 
being broken up in the sixteenth century; the remains 
were not worth much then, but later smelting processes 
were likely to have been more effective.  The variety 
of slag – in size, structure and colour - found at the site 
may provide some clue to its function. According to the 
landowner, the stream does flow in the winter, though 
it is clearly overgrown.  It may have been more active 
before the moors were drained in the 19th century for 
grouse shooting. Up from the slag heap the watercourse 
appears to have been disturbed, perhaps to provide a 

steeper gradient for wash troughs, though the evidence 
for this is by no means clear.  The dry ditch carries on up 
the hill for a considerable distance in a faint but obvious 
course under the wire fence and onto the moor plateau.  
This location is far more sheltered from the wind than the 
other two sites and I doubt that it could have been used 
for primary smelting.  It is also is very close to an old 
cart road which curves around the west edge of the moor 
and leads to Long Lane, the original road from Sheffield 
to the Derwent Valley.  This track, however, may have 
been built much later as it leads up the hill to the north 
east to the ruins of Bamford Lodge which was erected 
c.1810 (see below).

Site 3: Smelting Ovens at SK 2366 8870, 
SK 2367 8870, SK 2366 8871
As most large bole complexes seemed to have included 
small slag smelting furnaces – known by contemporaries 
as smelting ovens – on our second visit to the site my 
son Tom and I checked further north along the ridge 
where we found a small area of debris about 50 metres 
NE of the Site 2.  A few pieces of light slag were located 
in this area.  Above the debris, just below the ridge 
top, we found three slightly raised circular mounds 
surrounded by stones. Again a few small pieces of slag 
were evident.  The three features were situated within 
a few metres of each other and at roughly the same 
elevation as the boles (404-406 metres).  Smelting ovens 
were described in sixteenth-century sources as rough-
made stone furnaces which used charcoal as fuel. No 
remains of charcoal have yet been discovered in the 
vicinity.  Although the ovens were closed furnaces that 
were blown by hand-powered bellows, they would have 
been constructed on a site with sufficient natural draft 
to clear the fumes away from the operatives who were 
known as smelters or smilters; the bole operatives were 
called brenners (i.e. burners.).  Slag smelting in the bole 
period (c.1100 – c.1580) was a small-scale affair.  Only 
a limited proportion of the bole slag could be re-smelted; 
the lead produced was regarded as inferior to bole lead 
and was worth considerably less in the London markets.

Within the photograph shown above the area of the 
large slag heap is the clearest feature.  The line of the 
former stream and the disturbance to its course above the 

Aerial view of the lead smelting sites on Lodge Moor

Site 3, one of the smelting ovens.
 Photo: David Kiernan
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slag heap is also visible.  The line of the track running 
diagonally to the west of the heap is quite clearly shown. 
The sites of the boles and smelting ovens do not stand 
out at this distance, but the faint track from the slag heap 
up the hill to a possible casting area can just be discerned 
and the sandy mound of this feature appears as a white 
spot.  I have drawn in the sites of the boles and smelting 
ovens but their positioning is approximate.  What is most 
apparent from the photograph is the relationship of the 
three sites which I would regard as typical of a late-
medieval bole complex.  The smelting process required 
a south-west facing hillside above 300 metres, a supply 
of water for slag washing, access to nearby woodland for 
fuel and, ideally, proximity to a transport route for the 
supply of ore from the mines to the south west and the 
despatch of large pieces of smelted lead to the markets in 
the east.

Conclusion
My interpretation of the area as outlined above is based 
on several visits and a visual examination of the existing 
features.  Further survey work and soil sampling may 
well alter this view, but it is my opinion that lead was 
smelted here primarily using wind rather than water 
power.  The smelting complex consisted of two boles, 
a washing area and slag ovens. It is the most northerly 
Peak District bole yet discovered and, more importantly, 
one of the least disturbed that I have visited; a full 
archaeological survey of the area would add greatly to 
our knowledge of medieval lead smelting in the Peak 
District.
On my second visit my colleague Ray Battye and I had a 
long conversation with the landowner Mr Stephen White 
and his father who run Moscar Cross Farm.  They were 
very interested to discover that the areas of disturbance 
that they had known about for many years were linked 
to lead smelting.  Mr White told me that the hillside 
where the boles are sited had been identified by Natural 
England as areas of degradation caused by over-grazing; 
which he had thought was nonsense at the time.  The 
area is not currently well furnished with woodland, but 
the Whites assured me that the fields running westwards 
from the site towards the road leading to the Strines 
Inn were originally wooded and that some trees still 
remained when Stephen’s grandfather had purchased 
the farm.  It may be no coincidence that a large field 
adjacent to the Strines road is labelled Bull Piece on OS 
maps.  Mr White believes that his land had previously 
belonged to the Duke of Norfolk and, according to G. H. 
B. Ward, who was writing in 1951: 

‘Lodge Moor – or “Piece” is Bamford Lodge Moor. 
Bamford was first gamekeeper on these ... moors 
whose tower-like house, now a humble ruin [as it 
remains], not inhabited for more than eighty years, 
was called Bamford Lodge. Bamford Lodge would be 
built for him by the Duke of Norfolk – in, or about, 
1810.’ (Sissons, 179).

The Norfolk ownership probably dated back to the early 
17th century when the family inherited a third of the 

estates of the Talbot, Earls of Shrewsbury who were bole 
owners and lead traders in the 15th and 16th centuries.

David Kiernan
References:

Barnatt, J.  2016  Smelting Lead on Lodge Moor, 
Ughill, Sheffield, South Yorks, SK 2360 8867,’ 
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Comment:
As David has said there is debate between us over how 
to interpret details of this site and we beg to differ; 
my view, for what it is worth, is that he may be over-
interpreting such features as the vegetation differences, 
the ‘stream’, and the small amounts of smelting slag 
found at Sites 1 and 3. Similarly, I question whether 
the main heap at Site 2 is moved material. However, 
where we are in full agreement is that further work 
needs to be done to resolve these issues; at the outset 
this could revolve around remote sensing in the form 
of magnetometer survey to look for actual hearths and 
XRF analysis of soil samples to quantify the real spread 
of lead slag around Site 2, to see whether there are 
indeed hot spots of activity and the ridge above as David 
suggests.  The challenge we currently face is finding the 
resources to buy expensive equipment or persuading 
others with access to this to get involved. Further 
down the line archaeological excavations may well be 
desirable, but this should not be undertaken lightly, 
for the essential costs of laboratory analyses would be 
significant.

John Barnatt

Can you contribute to future editions of 
Observations and Discoveries ???
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbyshire SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbyshire SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 Email:  observations@pdmhs.com

Magpie Cottage Access
Members’ Access to Magpie Mine Facilities
Members who wish to have access to the facilities in 
the Magpie Cottage should please send an email to 
magpiebookings@pdmhs.com for more information.

Mave Luff

mailto:observations@pdmhs.com
mailto:magpiebookings@pdmhs.com
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Jon Humble 1958- 2015
It came as a great shock to all to hear the sudden death 
of Jon Humble on the 30th of November 2015.  He was 
one the staunchest supporters of conservation of historic 
mining in the Peak, and who had a passionate interest in 
exploring underground and photographing old mines for 
the last two decades.

Jon did his undergraduate degree in archaeology at 
Sheffield University and post-graduate work at Bradford 
University.  He started work for English Heritage 
(EH) in 1985, first with the Central Excavation Unit 
in Portsmouth, later coming to the East Midlands as 
Inspector of Ancient Monuments, working in this role 
from the late 1990s to 2013.  He made Sheffield his 
permanent home.  Derbyshire was part of his patch and 
he was frequently in the Peak District, exploring sites 
and advocating their conservation.  From 2013, after also 
working one day a week on minerals policy since 2005, 
he also played a more strategic role in mine conservation 
as English Heritage’s (now Historic England) Senior 
National Minerals and Environmental Advisor.

Thoughts regarding Jon Humble
I find it quite hard to isolate any particular highlights 
with respect to Jon.  The overwhelming feeling I have 
of him is of a general aura of joviality, high spirits and 
modest eccentricities.

A good deal of the association I had with him involved 
expeditions to various places around the country to 
look at mining sites and to sample the beer.  One of his 
eccentricities was a dislike of driving on motorways, so 
that on occasions it took a great deal of time to arrive 
at the destination.  His use of a gadget given to him by 
English Heritage to locate monuments also caused some 
‘interesting’ routes to be followed.  On these trips there 
was usually some new gadget or toy.  Most of these 
seemed to be in lurid colours and not add much to the 
trip away.  Probably the most interesting of these trips 
was one to the Forest of Dean to look at iron mines, and 
in particular, fire-setting remains in Bow Iron Mine.  In 
this we were guided by ‘Mole’, and the incredulity with 
which Jon regarded one of the mine history world’s 
many eccentrics was entertaining.
On another occasion Jon, John Barnatt and myself, 
went up to meet a representative from the Nidderdale 
A.O.N.B. at the Providence Mine.  After the usual 
interesting route to Grassington we were able to add a 
considerable amount of information (whilst standing in 
the drizzling rain).  Jon was always able to do this with 
the lightest of touch.  Afterwards a good meal and beer 
followed, as you expected with Jon.  With regard to these 
trips I always got the impression that Jon, although his 
manner was always light-hearted, was paying attention 
and stacking information away for another time or place.
I know that this perhaps isn’t much, but the thing I will 
remember most of Jon is his joviality.

Dave Williams
PDMHS Chairman

Jon Humble and Conservation
I got to know Jon Humble through John Barnatt’s 
Thursday night informal group trips, which was an 
advantage once I took over as Conservation Officer 
and had dealings with Jon in his official capacity as our 
local Inspector of Monuments for English Heritage.  
Having said that, Jon’s natural ebullience was such that 
he would soon put you at ease even if you didn’t know 
him.  He also took a pragmatic approach to his job, as 
when after an off-the-record discussion I had with him 
about things that may or may not have happened on a 
scheduled mine site, he grinned and said ‘Sorry, I’ve just 
had a lapse of memory, what were we talking about?’.  
He was a great champion of the value of industrial and 
particularly mining archaeology within English Heritage 
(now Historic England) and was a prime mover for 
the NAMHO research framework project for mineral 
extraction in England.  At a more local level, he always 
encouraged me to think beyond individual sites and 
the here-and-now; the protection of what has survived 
needs a wider vision and long-term thinking if future 
generations are to see what we’ve seen.
The respect and friendship that Jon inspired went far 
beyond just the field of historic mines; his funeral was 
almost a “who’s who” of British archaeology, quite apart 
from the attendance far outstripping the seating!  He was 
capable of being utterly professional at what he did while 

Jon in his element, at Parys Mountain, with Peli Case.
Photo:  Clive Waddington
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at the same time keeping the eccentricities that made 
him such an engaging character, so the best epitaph I can 
think of for him is ‘Shine on you crazy diamond’.

Adam Russell
PDMHS Conservation Officer

Jon Humble at Magpie
Jon has been a good friend and ally for the Society at the 
Magpie site for many years.  He was prepared to wear 
his ‘Official Hat’ to deal with the unauthorised use of 
the site by the Electricity Company and an errant farmer 
who drove over the tramway between Magpie and Dirty 
Redsoil causing damage.  He was happier in an advisory 
or conciliatory mode.  He was involved with the Peak 
District National Park Authority at the Open Day 
launch of the Lead Legacy published jointly by the Park 
Authority, English Heritage and English Nature.
His most lasting contribution for Magpie was following 
discussion with the Magpie team over concerns about 
the stability and condition of many of the structures 
on the site.  He suggested that the whole Scheduled 
Monument should be raised to ‘Medium Risk’.  This 
simple move enabled Natural England to fund the 
Society in producing a Magpie Management Plan.  We 
all have personal feelings with respect to the intrusive 
nature of the 33kV power line through the site and 
adjoining fields.  He was pleased to lend his support and 
advice on the possible re-routing of this now that funds 
are available.
His last visit to the Magpie complex was a journey up 
the Sough on an Inspection visit which all enjoyed.  Jon 
in particular was impressed with the value and nature 
of the underground archaeological features taking many 
photographs.
The Society will always be obliged to Jon for his help, 
advice & encouragement.  He will be greatly missed.

Mike and Mave Luff

Jon Humble – Mine Photographer
As we gathered for a trip into Peak Cavern, there was 
one amongst our group whose attire was decidedly 
more coordinated than the rest of us.  Sporting a 
yellow oversuit, with matching yellow wellies, yellow 
kneepads and a yellow helmet, was Jon Humble; with 
his beaming smile and infectious laugh, and clutching 
a large (and heavy!) orange Peli Case.  The trip into 
Peak was the usual enjoyable affair, but Jon added an 
extra, and lasting, dimension.  The case contained his 
camera gear; an unusual Sony digital camera with a 
laser auto-focus, and a handful of Metz flashguns on 
slave triggers.  Throughout the trip we happily posed for 
photos, hid round corners holding flash guns, etc., as Jon 
snapped away - and each and every time Jon was more 
than willing to share his knowledge and experience of 
underground photography.
Having dabbled with underground photography back in 
the expensive days of film, the techniques being used by 

Jon, and moreover the results he was achieving, were 
inspirational.  And within a short space of time we were 
scouring eBay for flash guns and starting to hone our 
technique too.  Some 4000+ shots and a few flash guns 
later, underground photography is still a major focus 
for us - a huge part of which is thanks to Jon and the 
techniques he taught us.
It is with great fondness that we have two ‘Humble 
originals’ hanging on our wall - A3 prints of shots taken 
from that same Peak Cavern trip and given to us by Jon 
shortly after the trip.
Thank you Jon - you will be missed.

Mat & Niki Adlam-Stiles

Jon and Minerals Planning
As John Barnatt mentions below, my first experience 
of Jon was with the Thursday night mine exploring 
group.  Quite quickly we realised that we also had 
overlapping job interests in mineral planning, both in 
the Peak and further afield.  We also worked out that we 
lived near each other in Sheffield.  These three spheres 
led in due course to fairly constant interaction, whether 
professionally, muddy evenings down mines or just 
social (usually down his local, the Broadfield Tavern).  
In reality the three constantly overlapped, which 
thankfully meant work duties – when Jon was involved 
– were always fun, mine trips livened up by professional 
titbits, and pub sessions invariably enlightening.
Our first planning case of mutual concern was the 
long-running saga of quarrying in and around Stanton 
Moor.  Jon, as the local EH Inspector, was charged 
with avoiding further encroachment into the Scheduled 
Monument area but not (literally) at any cost.  As 
compensation was involved, cards had to be played 
close to the chest but Jon’s work for EH was exemplary 
– he was principled and professional but able to give 
us enough discreet signals that they were standing firm.  
Complementary efforts by the PDNPA and the local 
community now mean that the quarry threats to the 
Moor have now receded significantly.
At about the same time, Jon and I joined the UK 
Minerals Forum (UKMF), as national reps for our 
respective organisations (EH and CPRE).  For Jon this 
came on the back of a number of years working directly 
with the minerals industry on archaeological best 
practice and guidance.  He had already realised that he 
would achieve far more through practical and pragmatic 
dialogue than by just using EH’s statutory status to 
demand adherence to this or that legal requirement.  
The industry respected him for this and I am sure a lot 
more was achieved because of it, and this still stands 
today, even in the face of current deregulatory pressures.  
Within the UKMF, Jon took on the role of co-ordinating 
the ‘environmental’ inputs (amenity, landscape, nature/
ecology and heritage) with typical efficiency.  Lest 
this all sound too serious, a typical UKMF day meant 
a trip to London with a gossip/heads-up chat on the 
train down (usually after the demonstration of the 
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latest electronic gizmo by Jon), ‘game faces’ on for the 
meeting, followed by a well-earned beer (or two) after.  
And usually a couple of difficult cases moved towards 
resolution at the same time.  Multiply that by many 
years and that’s a lot of heritage protected, all with an 
infectious giggle.  No one can fill those shoes.

Andy Tickle, CPRE

Jon Underground
Jon was one of the first people I met when I was invited 
to come along on John Barnatt’s Thursday evening 
mine trips.  A warm and entertaining man from the 
start, I quickly grew to be impressed by his knowledge 
and passion for heritage research and conservation, 
particularly underground.  He was always generous 
with his good natured and cheeky humour.  He would 
tease me about working for the “Notional Thrust”, but 
never hesitate to support me, both professionally and 
personally.  Underground, I thought of him as an equal, 
his fear of holes in the floor matching my fear of tight 
squeezes.  We would help each other out in the company 
of more experienced mine explorers.  His passing is a 
great sadness and I will miss him very much.

Paul Mortimer
Projects Officer, National Trust

Farewell Jon
Jon was a valued friend as well as professional 
colleague, who I worked alongside and went out to play 
with over two decades; I was devastated by his untimely 
death.  He was that valued being, an English Heritage 
Inspector of Ancient Monuments who said yes, who 
had a passion for old mines and for archaeology more 
generally, who was always good company and who was 
often wickedly non-corporate!
Back in the late 1990s someone from English Heritage 
suggested to me that they could not protect historic 
mines underground as Scheduled Monuments, as they 
could not be assessed because their Inspectors didn’t 
have the skills to go underground; I took this as a 
challenge and invited Jon to join us on mine exploration 
trips – the rest as they say is history.  He regularly came 
down mines with the usual suspects, often in the Peak on 
Thursday evenings at our informal gatherings of friends 
with a specialist interest in interpreting the archaeology 
and geology of mines.  Of all those club members and 
other groups who venture underground, our little cohort 
perhaps has a unique combination of skills, brought to 
the party at different times by explorers from PDMHS, 
English Heritage, Natural England, the National Trust, 
British Geological Survey, Campaign to Protect Rural 
England (CPRE), academia and others.  For the last 15 
years wet Thursday evenings have seen 10-15 people 
turn out once a month, changing in a lay-by to go down 
sometimes small and dirty holes that many shun; where 
all have a great time discussing a shothole, a particular 
mineral deposit, or soot from firesetting.  Jon also spent 
time as one of Paul Deakin’s photographic crew and 
learnt well from the master; Jon’s images are sometimes 

stunning and some of his best hang on the wall at 
home alongside those by Paul.  We also had trips away, 
memorably to Cumbria, Nenthead, North Wales and the 
Forest of Dean.  At Parys Mountain, he was there at one 
of the first through trips from Parys Mine into Mona 
Mine for those outside Anglesey.  After several hours 
wading in ‘mineral-water’ the stainless steel fittings on 
his Peli Case came out copper-plated and we all had 
bright yellow feet for weeks!  The orange Peli Case 
(Jon’s favourite colour) went everywhere underground 
and was a matter of wry humour – after watching Jon 
struggle heroically, sooner or later someone, often Terry 
Worthington, took pity on Jon and helped carry it.

Jon had a wicked sense of humour, for example he was 
the person responsible for the name of the magazine 
‘Archaeological Conservation in Derbyshire’ which 
is innocuous enough until you realise the acronym is 
ACID.  I never had the sense to learn – when Jon said 
‘stand there and provide scale for the photograph’ I 
always did as I was told – the result sometimes would 
appear, as if by magic, on a National Park Authority 
noticeboard in the Bakewell office.  This was either as 
the subject of a caption competition, as with the one 
with me next to a notice ‘Danger Old Shaft’, or had a 
caption already, as with ‘John was a fine archaeologist 
but he had an incontinence problem’.  What I had failed 
to notice when he asked me sit on a wall in a horse-gin 
chamber in Smallcleugh was the brown ochre stain 
running down the side of the wall!

Jon of course could be astutely professional. For 
example, he was instrumental, as one of the key partners, 
in setting up the restorations of Bateman’s House and the 
Mandale Engine House in Lathkill Dale.  Similarly, he 
helped Peak National Park staff bring ‘The Lead Legacy’ 
assessment to fruition, again as a key player on the 
steering group that arranged the publication of the results 
and that worked behind the scenes to foster conservation 
of individual sites.  More recently he played a similar 
role with the NAMHO Archaeological Research Agenda 
for English Heritage (now Historic England) and more 
than anyone else was the person responsible for setting 
up this initiative.  He also took a lead role in Historic 
England’s commissioning of my own 2015 detailed 
report for them on the nature of underground mining 
remains and the scope for designation.  At his death Jon 
was part way to arranging for Historic England to curate 
Paul Deakin’s photographic archive and publish a book 
of Paul’s images; his friends will now take this up and 
hopefully make it happen.  Jon also worked with people 
from the mineral industry on heritage matters and was 
well respected because of his passion for the subject.  
When not in high-powered negotiations, he liked to 
keep his hand in – for example in 2014, both Jon and 
Ian George (the Inspector for Staffordshire) worked as 
volunteers on the excavations of the Ecton engine house, 
both trowelling and shovelling away, happy, joking and 
covered in mud.

John Barnatt, Survey Archaeologist
Peak District National Park Authority
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Recent work at Temple Mine
On Saturday the 6th of February, a rather wet day, a 
small dedicated team (Les Riley, Terry Worthington, 
Andy Gillings, Norman Birkett and Richard Shaw) 
tackled the old tree stump and associated rocks that 
overhung the side of the quarry adjacent to the shed and 
the Long Rake winder.  This has been something that I 
have been keen to see removed, and now that it has been 
cut back to the rock face it looks much better and means 
that we can now consider a shelter for the winder.
It is some years since we cleared the quarry face and 
lip of trees etc., and it is now looking in need of some 
attention again. I am proposing a day working on this on 
Saturday the 30th of April. The weather should then be 
warmer and the days longer, allowing this to be done in 
a single day.  There will be a need for people to prune 
the trees around the edge and on the face (so some rope 
access needed for those of us brave enough!) and for 
cutting up and burning the prunings.  Please e-mail me 
(editor@pdmhs.com) if you intend to come so that I can 
plan the approach depending on the available manpower.

Richard Shaw

David Hey,  1938 - 2016
Members privileged to have known him, or those who 
have enjoyed, appreciated and utilised his great body of 
published work, will be saddened to hear that historian 
David Hey passed away on the 14th of February 2016.
David’s Author Page on the Amazon website lists sixteen 
books, although he was a co -author of several others.  
Many of these books are concerned with the history of 
the communities of South Yorkshire, and the Sheffield 
area in particular, although some of his research and 
publication covered rather broader areas, extending into 
Derbyshire with “Derbyshire, A History” in 2008, and 
his 2014 work “The History of the Peak District Moors”.
Another notable aspect of his work was that he was 
one of the first professional historians to appreciate the 
importance of the growing study of Family History 
in his books “Family History and Local History in 
England”, “Family Names and Family History” and 
“Journeys in Family History”.  In this aspect of his 
work he was able to show how the persistence of family 
names in an specific area can demonstrate the stability of 
communities over many centuries.
A fine obituary can be found at:
www.theguardian.com/books/2016/feb/25/david-hey -obituary

Steve Thompson

London Marathon 2016
I am running the London Marathon in April this year for 
the Mountain Rescue in England and Wales. 
Every year Mountain Rescue save the lives of people 
caught in unfortunate circumstances out there in our 
Great British “outdoors”.  It’s time to give something 
back to this great Organisation that help us all enjoy 
Britain’s spectacular landscape.  If you are in London or 
watching on TV --- keep an eye out for me --- I’ll be one 
of those with the flag...
Please give anything you can on the just giving page at 
the following link:

https://www.justgiving.com/NigelAtkins/
Thank you.

Nige Atkins
Training Officer, Derbyshire Caving Association

New Members
Please welcome the following four new members who 
have all joined the Society recently.

Dr Albert and Dr Jill Benghiat, ASHBOURNE
Phillip Pritchard, Little Neston, NESTON, Cheshire
Dominic Solly, Floral Park, NEW YORK, USA
Nick Williams, Great Hucklow, BUXTON

We hope they will all find their membership of the 
Society both enjoyable and rewarding.

Keith Gregory

Mailing Society Publications
Recently the Council of the Society approved a new 
policy for the mailing of “Mining History” and the 
PDMHS Newsletter.  Postage costs are a very significant 
burden on the Society’s resources, and we have 
identified a way to make substantial savings.
We will continue to produce two issues of “Mining 
History” and four issues of the Newsletter each year, but 
distribution of the two publications will be synchronised.  
Copies of “Mining History” will be mailed together with 
the April and October issues of the Newsletter, making 
important savings compared to separate mailing. 

Steve Thompson

PDMHS Newsletter, July 2016
The deadline for the July 2016 edition of the Newsletter 
is Wednesday the 1st of June 2016

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
Tel:  01933 675428 Email:  newsletter@pdmhs.com
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