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Trevor D. Ford OBE, 1925 to 2017.

It is with great sadness that we have to report the passing 
of Trevor Ford.  Trevor was an early, although not a 
founding, member of the Society.  He became one of 
our longest standing members and served on Council for 
many years, being Editor of the PDMHS Bulletin, as it 
was called before it became known as Mining History, 
for around 36 years (from 1965 to the Winter 2000 issue) 
and was also Chairman.
Whilst no longer Editor he continued to ‘keep his hand 
in’ and has ‘guided’ both the previous and current 
incumbents of the post.  He has written many papers 
for the Bulletin/Mining History over the years, both on 
specific mines and on the geological aspects of Peak 
District Mining.
Trevor died in the afternoon of the 22nd of February 
2017, approaching his 92nd birthday, in the care home 
that he had lived in for most of the past year.  Due to the 
timing of this Newsletter’s deadline a full obituary will 
appear in the next Newsletter, to be published in July.

Richard Shaw

Membership Renewals 2016-17
Renewals fall due at the beginning of September each 
year and matters usually proceed quite smoothly.  
The Publications Secretary, with his assistant, does 
a magnificent job in keeping the distribution of 
Mining History and the Newsletter up to date for 
all new members and those who have renewed their 
membership.  As the end of December approaches he 
checks the list of renewals, and for those who have not 
yet renewed will put a red cross in the box on the first 
page of their January Newsletter, to indicate that their 
membership is about to lapse.
This naturally depends on the correct information 
reaching him from the Membership Secretary.  Cheques 
and cash payments are little trouble but bank transfers, 
whilst very welcome, have more potential for error.  I 
regret that this process was less than perfect this last 
time.  The payments to our account are examined and 
records up-dated accordingly, with emails from members 
acting as a second check if any are missed.  A page 
of bank deposits was missed by me when it came to 
recording the names.
Consequently, a batch of diligent payers were given the 
red cross. No doubt a few other errors appeared in the 
list of late payers and for all these I apologise.
It is a great help to be told by email when payment 
has been made, and for bank transfers to contain the 
membership number (and perhaps the member’s name) 
as a reference. The worst case is a bank transfer with 
no email to confirm the renewal, or no indication of the 
reason for the payment; it does happen.
We thank you for your continued membership of 
PDMHS, and your Membership Secretary will try to 
ensure that no such errors happen next time.

Keith Gregory
Membership Secretary

Membership Subscriptions 2017-18
Financial pressures have necessitated that the committee 
review all aspects of income generation and expenditure 
reduction.  One aspect of this is a review of our current 
subscription rates.  Our aim is to provide the best 
possible value for money, and we are looking at how 
digital communication can play a more significant part in 
the running of the Society.  Detailed revised subscription 
rates will be published in the July Newsletter.

Arthur Wilson, Hon. Treasurer.

Trevor photographed in Rampgill Mine, Nenthead, in 
September 1980.

Photo:  Martin Critchley
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Important Notice to Members:
Society Insurance
Some members of the Committee of Management of the 
Society have recently undertaken a careful review of the 
Society’s Insurance Policy.
The conclusion of this review was that the section of 
our present policy covering members’ underground 
activities, including the Society’s underground field 
trips, was no longer fit for purpose, and did not provide 
members with satisfactory cover.
After discussions with the Society’s Insurance Broker 
this section of the policy has been deleted.
The remainder of the Policy ensures that the Society 
is still fully insured for all its surface activities and 
business, including the Peak District Lead Mining 
Museum and Temple Mine.
The Committee therefore recommends that all members 
who are actively involved in underground exploration 
should take out the personal liability caving insurance 
available from the British Caving Association (BCA).
BCA Insurance Cover is available as a Direct Individual 
Caving Member, this confers all the benefits of 
individual membership of the BCA:-

http://british-caving.org.uk/wiki3/doku.
php?id=membership:dim

However, as a member of a caving club participating 
in the BCA insurance scheme then you can obtain the 
benefits of BCA Insurance as a Club Individual Member:-

http://british-caving.org.uk/wiki3/doku.
php?id=membership:cim

Mike Luff

Members’ Open Day at Magpie Mine 
Sunday the 30th of April 2017
The Society have decided to hold an Open Day at 
Magpie Mine for members both old and new.  Come 
and see all the work that has been done over the past 
couple of years.  The now completed Square Chimney 
Conservation Project will be explained, and you will be 
able to see the new Interpretation Panels that have been 
placed to describe and explain this project to the public.
You’ll also be able to view the newly upgraded facilities 
in the Cottage, which was formerly the Agents’ House.
Please arrive on site at about 1:00pm when refreshments 
will be available, and meet other Society members.  The 
Cottage is used by members and their friends throughout 
the year as a base for activities in the Peak District.
It is a favourite spot for photographers during the day 
and in the evening, when they take advantage of the dark 
skies at the site, and the site is also used by approved 
drone enthusiasts who wish to practise their skills.
Come and join us at the Open Day, and perhaps see if 
you might be able to join in and help with the next stages 
of the site’s development?

To give the team some ideas of the numbers requiring 
catering please e-mail magpiebookings@pdmhs.com by 
Wednesday the 26th of April.
We will look forward to seeing you there!

The Magpie Team

Proposed Further Investigations of 
the Lodge Moor Bole Smelter Site
Initial investigations at a bole smelter site on Lodge 
Moor were reported early in 2016 in the PDMHS 
Newsletter (Barnatt 2016, Kiernan 2016)
Following on from this early work further investigations, 
involving geophysics, soil sampling and a detailed 
survey were carried out at the site in July last year, and 
these have been reported on the Society’s website:-

(http://www.pdmhs.com/projects/lodge-moor-bole-
smelting-site/the-project-at-lodge-moor)

We are now keen to make progress with additional 
investigation work at this very significant site.
However, given the importance of the site it is critical 
that proper analysis takes place if any excavation is 
carried out; in particular radiocarbon dating and detailed 
laboratory investigation of the slags would be necessary.  
This cannot be done cheaply, so we are currently looking 
into external grant funding to cover the cost.
No excavation will take place here without us having 
secured funds for follow up work, but more geophysical 
work may be done later this year - watch this space!
References:

Barnatt, J, (2016) Smelting Lead on Lodge Moor, 
Ughill, Sheffield, South Yorks, SK 2360 8867. 
PDMHS Newsletter 157, January 2016.
Kiernan, J, (2016) Three Lead Smelting Sites on 
Lodge Moor, Ughill, Sheffield, South Yorkshire. 
PDMHS Newsletter 158, April 2016.

Adam Russell

NAMHO Conference 2017
The NAMHO 2017 Conference will be held in the South 
East of England, based around Godstone in Surrey over 
the weekend of the 23rd to 26th of June 2017, hosted by 
the Wealden Cave & Mine Society (WCMS)
The online booking system has been active since 
early January and we have nearly 70 delegates booked 
already.  Trips are filling up fast, and more will be laid 
on if there is sufficient demand.
Celebrations of the 50th anniversary of the WCMS will 
be held on the Saturday night to compliment the normal 
conference dinner, with a free bar all evening!
Moore Books, IA Recordings and Starless River are all 
confirmed as attending.
Further details can be found at www.namho2017.info or 
on the Facebook page at namho2017

http://british-caving.org.uk/wiki3/doku.php?id=membership:dim
http://british-caving.org.uk/wiki3/doku.php?id=membership:dim
http://british-caving.org.uk/wiki3/doku.php?id=membership:cim
http://british-caving.org.uk/wiki3/doku.php?id=membership:cim
mailto:magpiebookings@pdmhs.com
http://www.pdmhs.com/projects/lodge-moor-bole-smelting-site/the-project-at-lodge-moor
http://www.pdmhs.com/projects/lodge-moor-bole-smelting-site/the-project-at-lodge-moor
http://www.namho2017.info
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Volunteering Opportunities for 
Society Members
PDMHS is a Mining History Society which has several 
ongoing projects, all of which need volunteers who can 
apply and develop their special individual skills.
Volunteering helps the Society’s work, and those who do 
enjoy themselves and make new, lasting friendships.

Magpie Mine
Magpie Mine is an extensive site which needs a great 
deal of continuing maintenance, such as raking out and 
repointing mortared walls; rebuilding drystone walls; 
cutting grass, weeds and brush; sourcing, storing and 
preparing firewood; and cleaning and painting.
The Heritage Open Day is an annual event held in 
September at the site for which volunteers are needed to 
help to spruce the site up beforehand, and on the day act 
as car park attendants, tour guides, serve refreshments 
and help tidy up afterwards.
At other times when we are on site we try to chat with 
our many visitors.  We like to find out what motivated 
them to visit, where they come from, and how they heard 
about us.  We also try to sell them a guide booklet which 
summarises information about the mine.
Contact: Mave Luff, magpiebookings@pdmhs.com

Peak District Lead Mining Museum
The Mining Museum is situated in the Grand Pavilion 
at Matlock Bath.  Here routine work is always ongoing, 
and volunteers are always welcome to help maintain, 
repair and improve displays.  During 2016, with the 
assistance of funding from the National Lottery, we have 
seen the addition of a mezzanine floor to allow us to 
extend our displays and improve our storage facilities.
Contact: Robin Hall, mail@peakmines.co.uk

Temple Mine
Temple Mine is across the road from the Museum.   
There are occasional ‘gardening’ days to cut back 
undergrowth and trees which encroach on the old quarry 
at the mine entrance.
There are other tasks, both underground and on the 
surface, some more physical than others, needed to keep 
the mine clean and tidy to encourage more visitors.
Contact: Richard Shaw, editor@pdmhs.com

The Conservation Team
We have acquired the former steam winder from Long 
Rake Mine and it is now situated at Temple Mine.  It 
needs cleaning, housing, and preparing for public 
display.
A Team Leader is currently needed for this project.
Contact: Adam Russell, conservation@pdmhs.com

Underground Trips and Surface Walks
The Society runs a series of meets throughout the year – 
have a look in our regular Newsletter.  New leaders are 
always welcome.  Perhaps you have a favourite mine or 

a favourite area: here’s the opportunity to pass on your 
knowledge to other members of the Society.
Contact: Chris James, meets@pdmhs.com

Crich Project
There is a small scale Lead Mining display along the 
vintage tram route in Crich Tramway Village, as well as 
a mineral gift shop.  Again maintenance of equipment 
and displays is constantly ongoing, and volunteers are 
always welcome to assist.
Contact: Martin Long, training@pdmhs.com

Archive Work
The Society recently acquired the collections of the late 
Doug Nash and the late Nellie Kirkham (pioneering 
industrial archaeologists) which had to be put into 
storage at short notice.  These thousands of documents, 
photographs, maps and plans now need to be sorted and 
catalogued.
Contact: John Pigott, recorder@pdmhs.com

Publications
The editors of the twice yearly PDMHS Bulletin 
“Mining History” and the quarterly PDMHS Newsletter 
are always happy to receive more contributions.
Contacts:
Bulletin: Richard Shaw, editor@pdmhs.com
Newsletter: Steve Thompson, newsletter@pdmhs.com

Committee Work
The Society does not run itself, but a team of volunteers 
meet six times per year to coordinate, discuss and 
implement the Society’s work.  New committee 
members are always welcome.
Contact: Mike Luff, chairman@pdmhs.com

Web Sites:
Society: www.pdmhs.com
Museum: www.peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk/

Andy Gillings and Mave Luff

A Special Opportunity
The Society’s project at the National Tramway Museum 
at Crich includes a small mineral and gemstone shop, 
entirely run by volunteers.  There is a vacancy for a 
volunteer to act as Retail Manager for the shop.
We a looking for a person or persons who could spare 
a few Saturdays or Sundays (or both) each month to 
operate the shop.  The work would involve talking to 
visitors, explaining about the Society and its work, and 
looking after sales and stock in the shop.  The manager 
could also maintain a rota of volunteers to assist in the 
shop, which raises valuable income for the Society.
The shop operates in a very informal environment, 
no experience is necessary, just an enthusiastic and 
outgoing person with a modicum of organisational skill.
If this sounds like it might be you please contact Martin 
Long on training@pdmhs.com.  Thank you!

Alan Keen and Martin Long

mailto:magpiebookings@pdmhs.com
mailto:mail@peakmines.co.uk
mailto:editor@pdmhs.com
mailto:conservation@pdmhs.com
mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
mailto:training@pdmhs.com
mailto:recorder@pdmhs.com
mailto:editor@pdmhs.com
mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com
mailto:chairman@pdmhs.com
http://www.pdmhs.com
http://www.peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk
mailto:training@pdmhs.com
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Meets Programme - Summer 2017
Please note that Meet Leaders’ Contact Details may be 
found at the end of this article.

1:  Underground Trip - Mouldridge Mine, 
Pikehall
Tuesday April the 11th 2017:  Trip Co-ordinator:  Vicky 
Bell
A joint PDMHS/Masson Caving Group evening trip.
This is an easy grade, dry trip, ideal for novices, but 
also of interest to more experienced explorers.  Quite 
a complex, but compact, mine on different levels.  The 
passages are mostly walking or stooping size, with very 
little crawling!  Come and try the ‘banana slide’ and see 
if you can negotiate the ‘ore chute’ squeeze?  A great 
little mine, and a fun trip! 
Party size is limited - booking essential.  To book your 
place or for further details, please contact Vicky Bell.

2:  Geology Walk - The Castleton Area
Sunday April the 23rd 2017:  Leader:  Steve Conquest, 
meet at 10.30am at the Mam Tor National Trust 
car park (pay & display) upper level (a limited 
amount of free roadside parking is also available).  
Grid Ref: SK 124 833 Map:  OS Explorer 01 Dark Peak.
A walk of approximately five to six miles around the 
head of the Hope Valley, Castleton and Mam Tor to view 
the geology of the area.  It is all on public footpaths 
but includes grassy as well as steep rocky ascents and 
descents and probably a fair amount of mud.  Toilets 
and resources in Castleton, which we will pass through.  
Bring a packed lunch.
Party size is limited to 15 - booking essential.  To book 
your place or for further details,  please contact Steve 
Conquest.

3:  Evening Underground Trip - Brightgate 
Cave, Bonsall Moor
Tuesday April the 25th 2017:  Organiser: Paul Chandler.  
A joint meet with Masson Caving Group.  Please Note: 
A leader is required for this trip - offers please!
An interesting and unusual and quite complex, although 
compact cave system, which has been visited by lead 
miners via a now lost entrance.  A moderate grade, fun, 
sporting, dry trip.  No ladder or ropework.  Entrance 
passage is awkward and contains two squeezes, the first 
squeeze is short, but tight!  Worth taking a camera for 
the fine 18th century smoked miners inscriptions!
Reference: Caves of the Peak District - The Derwent 
South (Matlock) Catchment area (2010 Edition). 
Party size is limited. To book your place or for further 
details, please contact Paul Chandler.

4:  Mining Heritage Walk - Millers Dale
Tuesday May the 9th 2017:  Leader:  Alan Keen, meet at 
7.00pm in Millers Dale Station car park (SK17 8SN).

A walk around the Millers Dale area with a former 
National Park ranger looking at the mining remains. 
Some short steep hills and it may be muddy in parts if 
it’s been raining. No booking required - all welcome.
For further details,  please contact Alan Keen.

5:  Mining Heritage Walk - Cowpe Moss, 
Waterfoot, South Pennines. 
Sunday May the 21st 2017:  Leader:  Paul Chandler, 
meet 10.30am at the car park and picnic site above 
Waterfoot.  Grid Ref:  SD 834 214.
A short, circular walk looking at the slate mines and 
quarries in this area.  A moderate five mile walk on 
quarry tracks to the high moors.  Bring your usual 
walking gear, rucksack, binoculars, camera and a packed 
lunch. OS Explorer Map, South Pennines OL21.
Bring a helmet & lamp, old clothes or boilersuit, knee 
pads, etc. to explore any of the mines that prove to be 
accessible.  This walk is weather dependent, so if wet 
and/or foggy on the day an alternative underground trip 
to one of the local slate mines is planned.  Lifts may be 
available, subject to area.
Party size is not limited, but booking is essential by 
contacting Paul Chandler, Paul can supply a route map 
on request.  Paul would welcome input from any Society 
members planning to attend who are familiar with this 
area, as he has not walked this route before.
Reference: “South Pennines” by John Gillham 

(Dalesman:1996) - Route 19, Cowpe Moss 
from Rossendale. 

6:  Mining and Archaeology Walk - 
Rainster Rocks, near Brassington.
Tuesday May the 23rd 2017:  Leaders: Richard Finnigan 
and Chris James, meet at 7.00pm in the lay-by at the 
sharp corner on Pasture Lane where the Limestone Way 
leaves the road (Grid Ref: SK 222 544).
A short walk of no more than two miles around a little 
known outcrop of dolomitic limestone which will 
involve one reasonably steep slope (down Rainster 
Rocks themselves).  It should be fairly easy walking, 
and well drained, but watch out for the nettles, which are 
notoriously vicious here!  We will be walking over sheep 
pasture, so dogs must be kept on leads.
We will be looking at lead mining remains including 
the Throstle Nest Datestone, dated 1760, next to an old 
mine shaft, and some opencast workings with a possible 
buddle.  We will also look at the extensive medieval 
ridge and furrow remains, and the site of the Romano-
British settlement (which is a Scheduled Ancient 
Monument) - including orthostatic field walls, terraces 
and house platforms.  A lovely area which is at its best 
when the hawthorn is in blossom!
Optional drinks in Brassington afterwards.
No prior booking required - all welcome, for more 
information please contact Chris James.
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7:  Mining Heritage Walk - High Tor and 
Matlock Dale
Tuesday June the 6th 2017:  Leader: Paul Chandler, meet 
7.15pm at Matlock Bath Railway Station car park.
A short, circular walk to look at the site of Riber Mine 
at Starkholmes, the Fern & Roman Caves on High Tor, 
Youd’s Level (Ringing Rake Sough), the site of the 
suspension bridge over River Derwent, High Tor Grotto, 
Side Mine and Long Tor Grotto - all in Matlock Dale.  
Paul plans to bring some old photos of Riber Mine, 
both surface and underground, when in operation, and 
also surveys etc. of the various other mines mentioned.  
Bring your usual walking gear. The party size is not 
limited.  This walk is weather dependent, so for more 
details please contact Paul Chandler.
Optional drinks afterwards at the Midland Hotel, 
Matlock Bath. 
Reference: “Lead Mining in the Peak District” edited 

T D Ford & J H Rieuwerts (2000 edition).

Contacts:
For up-to-date information about walks (including 
rescheduling or cancellation due to weather conditions), 
do check the website before setting out at:

http://www.pdmhs.com/news-and-events/events-diary
There may also be additional walks added to the list, so 
please keep visiting the Society’s website for up to date 
information, or any changes to meets.
For more information please contact:-
 Chris 01246 208656
 Paul 01246 220773
 Email meets@pdmhs.com  (Please state if the 

message is for Chris or Paul.)
 Vicky Bell 07792 757953
 Steve Conquest 01298 85759
 Alan Keen 07967 979081
 Email newsletter@pdmhs.com  (Stating if the 

message is for Vicky, Steve or Alan.)
Chris James

PDMHS e-Newsletter
The PDMHS Newsletter is also 
available in electronic form, as 
a PDF file which can be emailed 
to members.
The e-Newsletter offers a 
number of advantages over 

the printed edition, including prompt delivery, colour 
photographs and diagrams, and interactive hyperlinks.
You will also help the Society save money on postage!
To sign up for the e-Newsletter in future please email 
newsletter@pdmhs.com, with your name, membership 
number and, of course, your email address.

Steve Thompson

New Members
It is now six months since we last found the space 
to squeeze a New Members list into the Newsletter, 
so there are quite a lot of them, sixteen to be precise.  
Please welcome them all as new members, and we 
hope that they will find membership both enjoyable and 
rewarding.

Robert Cheshire, BUXTON
Charles Cooley, Disley, STOCKPORT
Peter Dell, Darley Dale, MATLOCK
Richard Evans, Kegworth, DERBY
David James, WILMSLOW
Rowan Patel, STOKE-ON-TRENT
Matthew Pawelski, LANCASTER
Alasdair Roberts, Mundesley, NORWICH
Ted Rodgers, Nanpantan, LOUGHBOROUGH
John Stott. ST. BEES
Heather Simpson, STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
Iain Taylor, WARRINGTON
Lisa Wooton, SHEFFIELD
Peter Watts, MATLOCK
Ian Weeks, Hathersage, HOPE VALLEY
David Windle, Ashford-in-the-Water, BAKEWELL

Keith Gregory
Membership Secretary

Contributing to the Newsletter
Contributions to the PDMHS Newsletter will always be 
gratefully received.  There are a number of ways you can 
send your masterpiece in:-
1: By Email
This is the most convenient way for those equipped to 
use it.  Please send text as a Microsoft Word document.  
Try to keep to a simple format, I would recommend 
Times New Roman in 16 point for main headings, 14 
point for sub-headings and 12 point for the main body of 
the text.  Please try to give your work a meaningful title.
DO NOT embed photographs or diagrams in the text, 
send the images separately.  Ideally send photographs 
as 300dpi RGB, JPEG or TIFF files, drawings and 
diagrams may be sent in any convenient bitmap or 
vector format.
2: By Post
If you wish to send your work by post it is best typed 
following the email guidelines - the text can then be 
scanned in directly using OCR.  However, I am perfectly 
happy to accept legible hand written articles too...
Good quality photographs and drawings are always 
welcome, or could be sent as digital images on a CD.
3: By Telephone
You could even phone me and dictate an item while I 
crayon it on the wall to be typed later.  However you 
choose your contribution will be most welcome.
Contact details are on the back page of this Newsletter.

http://www.pdmhs.com/news-and-events/events
mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com
mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 60
Drill Holes in Slaley Sough, Via Gellia, 
Derbyshire; entrance SK 2719 5710.
In Observations and Discoveries 54 (Barnatt 2015) it 
was noted that a line of drill holes had been identified in 
Slaley Sough but no details were given.

This set of workings, which are nearly 800m long, 
can be divided into three parts (Flindall and Hayes 
1971).  Firstly, a constricted entrance level, originally 
of stooping height and thought to be of 18th century 
date.  Secondly, met near the east end by the entrance 
level, a more spacious working on Great Rake.  This was 
worked in both the 18th and 19th centuries, and there is 
minor stoping, two raises and a shaft down; a continuous 
tramming level though this section was probably not 
created until the next series of passages were created.  
The Third part of the mine comprises a long trial level, 
driven sometime after 1854, associated with two raises 
and a deep but blind shaft.  This level is spacious 
except towards the end where it becomes smaller, 
presumably as result of diminishing funds or a loss of 
heart.  It intersected veins and in part followed what has 
been suggested to be Parsons Rake, but no ore of any 
consequence was recovered anywhere along this trial.

One curious feature of Slaley Sough (which has 
probably never been a sough) is that the later-19th 
century level is an ambitious venture where many tons 
of rock were removed through the small earlier entrance 
passage.  This must have been tediously slow and hard 
work to accomplish; the miners made life hard for 
themselves by not enlarging this passage.

Associated with the post-1854 mining is a line of 35 
horizontal drill holes in the east wall of the Great Rake 
passage, starting just west of the junction with the 
entrance level and stopping short of the raise at the 
junction with the main post-1854 trial.  These holes are 
all at approximately chest height, spaced at irregular 
intervals from less than 0.5m to several metres apart; 
they contained wooden plugs, some of which survive, 
and there are vestiges of metal pins or hooks in at least 
two.  There are a further two similar drill holes some 
distance along the 1854 trial, near the junction with the 
short cross-cut to the deep shaft.

While a general interpretation of lines of drill holes, as 
found at Deep Ecton, Clayton and West Ecton mines at 
Ecton, in the Speedwell canal, and in Hillcarr Sough, 
are still open for debate (Barnatt 2015), the most 
likely explanation for those at Slaley Sough, given 
their location, are that they were for hanging piping, 
presumably for ventilation while driving the level 
though old workings.

Present:  John Barnatt, John Gunn, Richard Shaw, 
Karen Slatcher and Terry Worthington.

Reported: John Barnatt

References:
Barnatt, J.  (2015) Wooden Fittings in the Canal, 
Speedwell Mine, Castleton.  Observations and 
Discoveries 54, PDMHS Newsletter 156 (October 
2015), pp. 10-11.
Flindall, R. B. and Hayes, A. J.  (1971) The Adit 
Workings on the North Side of the Via Gellia.  
Bulletin of the Peak District Mines Historical 
Society 4.6, pp. 429-49.

Un-named mine, Via Gellia, Middleton by 
Wirksworth, Derbyshire, SK 2719 5646
A little to the north-east of Mountain Cottage and above 
Silver Eye Mine there is a substantial mine hillock.  
Following information from Paul Chandler about a shaft 
collapse having occurred here, the site was visited to 
assess the state of the shaft and in doing so a number of 
other features of interest were noted.
The hillock has two distinct levels.  On the lower level 
there is what appears to be a trackway running around 
the north-western side to the upper level, which has 
low drystone retaining walls in some areas.  In a few 
places these low walls are in semi-circular ‘scoops’ into 
the hillock which seem to serve no practical purpose, 
although there is the possibility these features are post-
mining activity.
The upper part of the hillock has a flat top and has the 
remains of an atypical coe here.  This is divided into 
three portions; in the central one is the run-in shaft 
which has left a collapse crater about 3m across and 4m 
deep.  The north-western part has a doorway on the side 
opposite to the shaft while the south-eastern part may 
have been partially open-fronted; it is not clear whether 
there was a wall on the shaft side in this portion as the 
collapse may have removed it.
There is a linear depression on the south-east side of 
the upper hillock which may be the remains of a buddle 
and a water collection pond, while next to it is a pile of 
rocks.
The upper hillock area is large enough to have 
accommodated a horse gin, although the walk would 
be obstructed by the pile of rocks adjacent to the 
possible buddle.  However, this feature may post-date 
abandonment of the mine so this does not preclude the 
possibility of a gin being used here.  If this was the case, 
then the headframe for the gin would have been set 
between the two outermost parts of the coe.  However, 
there is no conclusive evidence for a horse gin such as a 
bearing block or signs of a horse walk currently visible.  
Other sites in the Via Gellia have substantial flat-topped 
hillocks that were dressing floors so it is equally possible 
that ore was hand-wound to surface and the flat area a 
dressing floor; if the depression noted above was the 
site of a buddle and pond this would add weight to this 
interpretation.
No name is definitively recorded against this mine on 
the Barmaster’s map of the area; it is shown as being on 
a vein that crosses Cawror Slack Vein which is marked 
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Cauldwell Slack/Hall’s Mine.  This raises the possibility 
that this is Hall’s Mine but equally, one of the large 
hillocks to the south-east could be the site of this mine.

Reported – Adam Russell
Present – Adam Russell

The Ecton Dressing Floors in the Early 
Twentieth Century (SK 096 583)

Towards the end of 2016 an undated ‘postcard’ of the 
Salt’s Level dressing floor and buildings below at the 
Ecton Mines came to light which shows many of the 
ruined features particularly well.  This note passes 
comment on what can be seen; a report on the general 
history of this floor and the buildings in the 18th and 
19th centuries is given elsewhere (Barnatt 2013).
The image post-dates the building of the light railway in 
1902-04 and was taken before the creamery in the valley 
bottom was opened in 1918 and The Folly that was built 
by Mr Ratcliffe from the late-1920s.
On the dressing floor there are various features dating 
from when it was last restructured from 1883 onwards.  
In the foreground are the remains of the two circular 
buddles and nearby rectangular settling tanks, which 
all show well; note the stone retaining-walls for each 
buddle and vestiges of the central supports for the 
internal timber buddle cones.  To the right is the ruined 
two-storey engine house that contained the engine used 
to power dressing equipment and haul waggons up from 
the entrance to Clayton Mine.  Further right, and not seen 
previously on photographs of this era there is a timber 
hotch for ore dressing and a small wheeled ‘drum’ of 
unknown purpose but presumably also associated with 
ore dressing (answers on a postcard please).  At the back 
wall of the 1880s dressing shed (far right), a low walled 
structure can just be made out protruding to the sides 
of one of the ore chutes, again not visible on any other 
known photographs.  Vestiges of these walls were found 

when the wall was restored in 2015 (Barnatt in press).  
By the time the photograph was taken the two large 
hoppers found behind the wall in 2015 had already been 
filled and a cone of rubble can be seen spilling out into 
the site of the building from one of the chutes.

Towards the back of the dressing floor, close to the 
entrance to Salts Level at the walled recess, there is a 
one storey building, which is the rarely-photographed 

Assay House built in the 
mid-19th century. 

At the land by the river 
much of what can be seen, 
including the agents house 
(top) and Clockhouse 
Smelter (bottom), has 
been reported previously 
(Barnatt 2013, pp. 264-
70).  The ‘postcard’ shows 
the beginnings of removal 
of the main hillock for 
hardcore, with the quarry 
sited by the road near the 
Agents House, while the 
rest of the main hillock 
is as left in 1890 when 
the mine was abandoned.  
The hillocks between the 
road and river still largely 
remain.  Above the timber 

shed are the ruins of a one-storey stone building which 
we know little about.

Reported: John Barnatt
Acknowledgement:

Many thanks to Mr Geoffrey Fisher for access to 
the photograph and to Oliver Wilson for providing a 
digital copy of this.

References:
Barnatt, J.  (2013) Delving Ever Deeper: The Ecton 
Mines through Time.  Bakewell:  Peak District 
National Park Authority.
Barnatt, J.  (in press) The Ecton Mines 1880s 
Dressing Shed:  Archaeological Evaluation 
Excavations - November-December 2015.  Mining 
History.

Longcliffe Mine Shaft, Castleton SK 14037 
82538 - A Description
The feature known to most local cavers and mine 
explorers as Longcliffe Mine has been a mostly-
forgotten hole on the steep slopes above Speedwell 
Cavern for the last forty or so years.  The extant mine 
workings were explored by Trevor Ford and Dick Howes 
in 1943, and then surveyed by Howes, S. L. S. Thomas 
and R. D. Woolhouse on Jan 9th 1944 (Ford 1962).  
They were subsequently blocked about one-third of 
the way down the shaft by a gradual collapse of the 
entire hillock, beginning in the early 1950s and slowly 
continuing ever since; little further investigation could 

The Salts Level dressing floor and Deep Ecton Mine buildings in the early 20th century.
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therefore be undertaken without considerable risk and 
physical effort, and gradually explorers gave up and 
forgot about it, with scant information passed on to a 
younger generation apart from Ford’s 1962 report.
However, its location and fragmentary history meant that 
it held huge potential for unlocking some of the mining 
and speleological development in what is still a largely-
unexplored area of the Peak-Speedwell cave system.  
Additionally, a recently-discovered exploration note in 
the TSG Library, written by Dick Howes shortly after the 
survey (Howes, 1944), added more fragmentary but very 
important details, missing from the later account.  Its 
proximity to Speedwell Mine, and historical documents 
suggesting more than a little conflict between the two 
companies over mining rights, also led to speculation 
about whether this shaft might be significant in terms of 
access to the ‘lost’ eastern workings in Longcliffe Vein 
(Ford and Rieuwerts 1985; Marsden 1991).  This was 
despite the original survey showing few potential ways 
on, and documented, but now almost mythical passages, 
as yet undiscovered.  Improvements in technology, and 
climbing and excavation techniques, mean that many 
venues previously considered ‘impossible’ for extension 
have in fact yielded huge sections of new cave and mine 
systems over the last thirty years, and so nowhere should 
now be considered ‘impossible’ without a thorough 
investigation.
In 2014, a team from the Technical Speleological Group 
(TSG) based in Castleton, approached the landowner, 
the National Trust (NT), with a proposal to attempt re-
excavation of the Longcliffe shaft, with some financial 
support from Natural England and the Derbyshire 
Caving Association to enable surface restoration work 
on important sites.  The seemingly insurmountable 
problem of getting materials up the steep hillside, 
which had overcome all previous attempts at work, 
was ironically easily solved, with two NT-sponsored 
helicopter lifts of materials a year apart, which enabled 
the work, which is still continuing at the time of writing, 
to be initiated.  A full description of that project work 
will be published upon completion, but the current 
depth from surface of 34 metres enables a more detailed 
appraisal of the shaft itself to be made, much of which is 
‘unusual’ to say the least.
The shaft was described in fairly basic terms in the 
previous accounts, but some inaccuracies (or possible 
changes through time) can now be corrected, and further 
detail added.  As reported earlier by Ford, the shaft itself 
is entirely natural with no significant modifications by 
miners, and conforms extremely closely to the definition 
of a ‘pothole’ in speleological terms; that is, a large 
natural vertical cavity, with a narrow neck, and normally 
open to surface.  It remains a moot point as to whether 
the natural cavity ever did break surface, as the miners 
had completely removed the apex in their sinking of 
a ginged shaft, but the use of the solid south vein wall 
as a ledge-support for the ginging suggests that if not, 
their surface opencut workings certainly broke through 
within a metre or two of digging downwards.  The 
highest point of the natural cavity actually appears to 

‘dome out’ very close to surface, so it was possibly just 
short, leaving it still just ‘underground’.  Apparently the 
point of entry in terms of actual stoping work may have 
been from beneath, as shotholes found in the original 
exploration suggested a more easterly entrance was 
used, but owing to the profusion of opencut workings on 
the hillside around, it is almost impossible to imagine 
that the miners would not have known about this cavity 
before driving into it from its base.  The exact position 
and nature of the junction between Shack Hole and 
Longcliffe veins around this point is complex and hidden 
in a mess of hillocks and hollows on surface, but is a 
little clearer underground.
The vein-cavity itself is a spectacular feature on what 
appears to be Longcliffe Vein, hading strongly to the 
south, and is currently best appreciated from midway 
down, where a prominent ledge possibly formed on an 
old fault (suggested by a substantial intrusion of massive 
calcite) dislocates the vertical progression, shifting it 
a few metres to the south-west, whereupon it resumes 
downwards, creating a similar, but smaller profile to the 
‘Leviathan’ shaft, accessed via the Speedwell or James 
Hall mines.  The lower vertical sections of Maskhill 
Mine on Horsestones Rake also compare well.  The 
profile at the top is a wide lens-shape, pinched at the 
ends along the vein line, whereas below the ledge, the 
cavity is more elliptical, with more evidence of solution 
development, undoubtedly due to longer exposure to the 
water table and a more vertical hade of the vein upon 
which it is developed.
A few metres beneath the new entrance, a large 
opening in what is possibly Shack Hole Vein has been 
comprehensively walled up by the miners, leaving little 
clue as to what may lie behind; a substantial inlet of 
water normally runs through this wall and down the 
shaft, now captured by the diggers in a suspended barrel 
via a small dam, and fed to the bottom via a hosepipe 
pinned to the shaft wall.  This inlet is presumably 
the one earlier described by Trevor Ford, as the other 
obvious hole lower down the shaft and directly opposite 
the side-passage (and shown on the old survey as the 
inlet) is always bone-dry, and has the appearance of a 
small solution cavity on the vein rather than an inlet.  I 
also suspect that rather than surface run-off, this water 
may be leaking from deeper-level workings on Shack 
Hole Vein, originally worked via an engine shaft some 
75 metres higher on the summit of the hill, but only a 
comprehensive dye-trace will establish that.
The side-passage is accessed via the prominent ledge, 
currently covered by a temporary timber working 
platform, and is a short blasted southerly cross-cut with 
a rubble floor through solid calcite for a few metres 
until it meets a thin vein, presumably Shack Hole Vein, 
trending south-west.  Dominant is dark blue fluorite, 
with some baryte and a thin galena rib; this must be a 
pinched section of vein, as the passage ends after a few 
more metres, now with a solid rock floor, at a forefield, 
with the vein diminishing into two small strings.  The 
passage in this section has been completely backfilled 
during our dig, but was surveyed and photographed 
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beforehand.  A much earlier dig of the shaft blockage in 
1979 was responsible for laying a floor of rubble in the 
first section (Chris Fox, pers. comm.), which led to our 
initial confusion on entering, as Ford had described it as 
being supported on rotting stemples.  Despite us moving 
a couple of tons of rubble across this floor, no evidence 
of subsidence or other instability has ever been noted.  
However, the narrow vein-cavity immediately below 
this passage on the east wall of the shaft contained 
many loose and badly-stacked deads, and so these were 
stabilised and concreted up as our main dig got deeper, 
and continued below them.

Below the passage, the main shaft line swings out to 
the south-west, and then becomes truly vertical, with 
spectacular fluting and solution-hollow overhangs in the 
light-toned limestone, with abundant fossils throughout, 
and the main guiding vein present as a narrow but quite 
deep fissure in the opposing walls on the longer axis.  
The walls are mostly free of scalloping, with gentle 
horizontal bands suggesting slow phreatic circulation 
during dissolution, with very rough-textured rock under 
overhangs.  There are also some smoother areas where 
the overhead waterfall has removed yet more during the 
vadose phase of development, when the shaft/aven was 
slowly emptying, as the water-table lowered.
In terms of mining work in the shaft itself, the most 
obvious features are the huge rope-grooves worn into 
the wall rock at every overhang and corner.  As the 
shaft hades considerably, the amount of rock-removal to 
create a clean vertical hang would not have been cost-
effective, and so the miners simply reverted to brute 
force, dragging kibbles straight up the walls, cutting 
grooves over a metre long in places, and up to 5cm in 
diameter.
The other notable and common feature is the profusion 
of stemple-sockets throughout the vertical sections of 
the shaft, in many places quite close together.  It appears 
that the shaft was divided in places, with a permanent 
timber climbing-way; or at least platforms and stemples 
placed regularly enough for the miners to climb up 
and down the whole height of the shaft easily.  As the 
mineral content in the tiny vein exposures on each side 
of the shaft was negligible, there was clearly no need 
to create platforms for actual stoping, so it is presumed 
that the stemples were used for climbing access to and 
from the workings lower down.  It is also possible that a 
staging was constructed for an intermediate ‘banksman’ 
or two to help divert the hauled kibbles around the large 
and rather inconvenient bend in the shaft line; again, we 
know this problem can be serious, as we’ve had to resort 
to the same solution (on ropes) on occasion.

The final and possibly most exciting aspect of the shaft/
aven is that in altitude and morphology, it strongly 
resembles other large vein-cavities within the Peak-
Speedwell system (Cordingley 2000; Ford 2000).  The 
top is at exactly the same bedding horizon as The 
Kingdom passage in the White River Series, 150m to 
the south and much deeper into the hill (Nixon 1993).  
Whilst isolated from this system at present, it suggests 

that a contiguous bedding-plane between the two 
may exist, and that much lower natural cave and/or 
mined passages of considerable size may remain to be 
discovered, connecting this aven to an unknown section 
of the Peak Speedwell system, as it is clearly free-
draining.  Ford and Howes indicated that their original 
shaft ‘floor’ was gravelly, and that the water sank 
slowly away through it, exactly as our dig does today.  
When we reach that floor again, it will be interesting to 
consider how much deeper this aven actually reaches; at 
3.5m by 2.5m in profile, it is unlikely to fizzle out into 
cracks.  If it is another ‘White River’-type aven, there 
is a good chance that it could be up to 50m deeper yet, 
though probably filled with rubble, and far more difficult 
to excavate to the natural base.

One other extremely interesting development on the 
project has been a very recent dye-trace by John Gunn 
(New Year’s Eve 2016) from our current dig floor, which 
proved positive at Russet Well, and more excitingly, 
Peakshole Sough tail, a mine once consolidated with 
Longcliffe Mine and excavated in the early 1980s (Penney 
1985).  The dye took 3.5 and 6 days to begin reaching 
both output sites, with Peakshole Sough the faster, and 
although much more work is still to be done at the time 
of writing, a strong detection at Peakshole Sough (often 
thought of as a technological and mining failure) gives a 
hint at least that the sough proprietors and drivers, clearly 
aiming to dewater the eastern end of the Longcliffe vein-
complex, may have had a better idea of what they were 
doing than has been previously apparent.

Reported: Phil Wolstenholme
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Can you contribute to future editions of 
Observations and Discoveries ???
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 Email:  observations@pdmhs.com

New Museum and Society Leaflet
Find enclosed with this mailing the revised Museum and 
Society leaflet.  Please read it, pass it on to a relative, 
friend or colleague and encourage them to join our 
Society which has so much to offer.

Mave Luff

The Duty of Lot, More Early Records
Another record of the Duty of Lot within the Hundred 
of High Peak being one thirteenth, and which which 
predates the Inquisition of 1288, can be found in the 
National Archives.
DL 39/1/5 is dated to the thirteenth regnal year of 
Edward 1, 20th November 1284 to 19th November 
1285.  It consists of eighteen rotuli, rolled membranes 
of parchment, and is described in the National Archives 
catalogue as “Plea roll of the Peak forest eyre 1285, 
before Roger Lestrange, Peter de Lenche and John son 
of Nigel’s roll”.  The item of interest is on the dorse 
(reverse) of the final membrane, rotulus 18d:-

“Ubic[u]nque min[er]a plumbi inveniat[ur] in feodo 
Regi mina p[er]cipiat[ur] p[er] discum ita q[uo]d 
d[o]m[in]us h[ab]eat xiijm[um] [tertium decimum] 
disc[u]m q[uo]d vocat[ur] le lot quod balli[vus] 
p[er]cep[i]t ad firmam suam · Et valet p[er] annum x 
l[i]b[ras]”
“Wherever lead ore is found in the King’s mine is 
received in fee by the dish the lord has the thirteenth 
dish which is called le lot that the bailiff received.  
And it is worth ten pounds per year”

Another document of interest is dated some ten years 
earlier, the third regnal year of Edward 1, although this 
does not specify the amount of lot.  National Archives 
SC 5 (Special Collections: Hundred Rolls and Eyre 
Veredicta: 39 Henry III - 5 Edward III) contains SC 5/
Derb/Tower/1 (High Peak Hundred: 3 Edward I).  This 
is a roll of three membranes of parchment, and at the 
bottom of the first membrane we find:-

“Dicunt q[ui]d[am] est quedam mora de Tadintone 
un[de] le Lot min[er]a solet reddi[t] d[omi]no 
Henr[icus] R[egis] p[at]ri Reg[is] Edward[i] set s[u]
bt[r]axit a temp[er]e Rad[olphus] Bugge tunc te[m]
p[er]e balli[vus] usq[ue] nu[n]c et Rad[olphus] le 
Wyne in ten[et] quo et w[ar]anto nesciunt”
“Some say that there is a certain moor of Tadintone 
from whence le Lot ore was usually rendered to 

King Henry father of King Edward but withdrawn 
from the time Radolphus Bugge was then the bailiff 
until now and Radolphus Le Wyne that they know 
now holds the warrant”

There is a footnote to this item which appears to read:-
“expeditu[r] est ut p[us] in pl[ac]?itis”

which seems to mean:-
“explained to promote the pleas”.

One more mystery remains, from some thirty years 
earlier.  A footnote on page 325 of Volume 2 of the 
Victoria County History, referring to the thirteenth dish 
of ore as lot, states that “It is mentioned for example 
in the account of John de Grey, 1242-43; Mins. Accts. 
(Gen. Ser.), bdle. 825, No. 16.”  Extensive searching 
of the online catalogue of the National Archives failed 
to trace this, so I sought assistance from National 
Archives staff.  They confirmed that Mins. Accts. (Gen. 
Ser.), bdle. 825 is now catalogued as SC 6/825 – but 
unfortunately this contains only 15 items, SC 6/825/1-
15, there is no SC 6/825/16.  What’s more, SC 6/825 
consists entirely of 14th and 15th century material!

Steve Thompson

Letter to the Editor
Dear Steve

Ecton Air Receiver.
I was surprised to read of the “discovery” of the old iron 
tank behind the folly at Ecton (Newsletter No. 161).  
This was brought to my attention years ago, during our 
extensive works and survey photography of the little 
known discrete shaft clusters on the hill to the south west 
of the main pipe, at the request of the owner Geoff Cox, 
by the writer, the late Wes Taylor, our banksman, and a 
rope access colleague of the writer, prior to the takeover 
by the educators.  Geoff was of the opinion that the old 
tank was used by the Ecton creamery to store ‘whey’, 
a waste product from the above, following litigation by 
the owners of Swainsley Hall, who owned the fishing 
rights (and still do), for pollution of the river.  The whey 
was then collected by the local farmers for Pig Swill, 
mixed with other mouth-watering gunge, and fed to the 
porkers, who in turn fed the local population.  Recycling 
at its most proficient.
One shaft in particular, was on the point of total collapse, 
and too dodgy even to break wind near.  Geoff suggested 
using the above rusting relic as a ‘liner’, by cutting off 
the ends and various rusty lumps of pipe sticking out of 
it, and lowering the same down the shaft as a liner.  We 
preferred our own system of short planks, acrow props, 
and quick setting grout, when working from a single 
rope.  As with most shafts on Ecton Hill, this one clearly 
absorbed more money than it ever made, as is the case 
with many of its neighbours that we descended.
It is worthy of note that ALL the works that we 
undertook over the years at Ecton were financed by 
ourselves.

Len Kirkham

mailto:observations@pdmhs.com
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We are still working on the PDMHS website, in 
particular to try to resolve the problems some members 
have had in registering for the members’ area. At the 
time of writing, the software that the site runs on has 
just been upgraded to the latest version (thanks to Mat 
Adlam-Stiles for his hard work on this) and we are about 
to see if this has finally fixed the problems.

If not, we will change the automated registration system 
on the site for a manual one where the Website Team 
create accounts for members individually.

Please bear with us on this, it has caused a lot of head-
scratching among the Website Team but we hope to 
have a resolution one way or another very soon after this 
newsletter has been published.
The Website Team would like to offer our apologies for 
the inconvenience and frustration that so many members 
will have experienced in recent months, and we promise 
to have these issues resolved as soon as possible.
Within the Members’ area there will be digital scans of 
past Newsletters going back to the earliest origins of 
the Society (which will eventually be a comprehensive 
archive), access to a digital edition of the most 
recent Newsletter, and in future there will be a full, 
comprehensive and up to date copy of the current 
Society Meets Programme.
Most importantly, if you plan to attend any Society 
meets or underground trips the website will soon be the 
place to check for last minute changes or cancellations.

The PDMHS Website Team

New Publication
Mine pumping engines in eighteenth 
century Cornwall, by R J Stewart
The published history of mine pumping in Cornwall 
is extensive but to date has largely concentrated on 
the use of steam in the nineteenth century;  the story 
of the eighteenth century and its pioneers has received 
considerably less attention.  It is to this period that Rick 
Stewart, author of the Trevithick Society’s best-selling 
history:  Devon Great Consols: A Mine of Mines, has 
turned his attention.
Mine pumping engines in eighteenth century Cornwall 
opens with a discussion of adit drainage and the 
use of water power including the pioneering water 
engines developed by the Coster family.  The history 
of the Newcomen engine in Cornwall from the first 
tentative steps in the 1710s to a point when over 
“three score” atmospheric engines were in use in the 
county is covered in detail.  The work of Boulton and 
Watt in Cornwall is examined as is their sometimes 
highly acrimonious relationship with Cornish mine 
adventurers.  The book’s closing chapters cover 
the work of Jonathan Hornblower and Edward Bull 
both of whom challenged Boulton and Watt’s near 
monopoly on engine construction.  Appendices outline 
the numerous engineers who erected engines in the 
county and a technical discussion of pumps and pump 
technology during the eighteenth century.
This publication has, in part, been made possible by generous assistance from the Cornwall and West Devon Mining 
Landscape World Heritage Site Office.
Mine Pumping Engines in Eighteenth Century Cornwall by R. J. Stewart is published by the Trevithick Society as a 
large format paperback at £17.50.  ISBN 978-0-9935021-2-5
The book will be distributed by Tormark, United Downs Industrial Estate, St Day, Redruth, Cornwall TR16 5HY. 
(01209 822101) www.tormark.co.uk, and is expected to be stocked by specialist booksellers such as Camden Miniature 
Steam and Mike Moore Books.

The
PDMHS
Website

http://www.pdmhs.com/

http://www.tormark.co.uk
http://www.pdmhs.com
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A Suspected Theft of Ore
The item below is taken from the collection Q/SB, 
Quarter Sessions (sessional records): Court bundles.  In 
this collection Q/SB/2/1-1403 are a collection of Session 
papers dating from 1561 to 1841, and the text here is 
from the document Q/SB/2/256.

3rd July 1665
“The information of William Sims taken upon oath 
before Henry Gilbert Esq.
This informant saith that his master John Lowe of 
Alderwasley having formerly ore taken out of his 
ore house did appoint this informant and Richard 
Statham to watch for the thief upon Monday June 
26.  About eleven of the clock at night they perceived 
Jane Roper and Anne her daughter, Margaret 
Hough and Alice her daughter about the door of 
the ore house (which they had thrust a little open 
at the bottom) pulling out ore with a hammer there 
upon this informant and his companion discovered 
them selves and caught each of them one (viz) Jane 
Roper and Anne her daughter.  Which Jane Roper 
confessed that the other two that ran away was 
Margaret Hough and Alice her daughter and further 
saith not.  Henry Gilbert.”

3rd July 1665
“The information of Roger Marchington taken upon 
oath.
This informant saith that his master Capt Lowe did 
appoint him to watch Jane Roper and her daughter 
the night they were taken, which Jane Roper 
confessed she was called out of her bed at night by 
Margaret Hough to go to Capt Lowe’s ore house 
to get some ore and this informant asked how she 
got it whether she had a key, she said noe she could 
not reach it her self but Margaret Hough put in her 
arm at the door with a little hammer and reached 
the ore to her.  The next morning about sunrise this 
informant went to the ore house to see what was 
done and there he found three bags with ore in there 
and one that had none in it and a hammer which they 
had left in the ore house.  Jane Roper did confess 
in the presence of Capt Lowe, Richard Chadwick 
and others, that one of those bags which had ore in 
it was hers and the other two and the hammer was 
Margaret Hough’s.  And further saith not.”

Mark Smith
Archivist, Derbyshire Record Office.

Free Publication - Archaeology and 
Conservation in Derbyshire

Society members may not be aware of the free annual 
publication, “Archaeology and Conservation in 
Derbyshire”, or ACID for short.  The 2017 edition 
features an article by John Barnatt on the work at the 
Ecton dressing floor, as well as a profile of what a day in 
his life was like before he retired!  There is also a tribute 
to the late Jon Humble, who was responsible for naming 
this publication!
Hard copies are available from the Mining Museum and 
tourist information centres throughout the county, or a 
digital copy can be downloaded from:

http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0008/862496/ACID-Newsletter-2017-01.pdf

Adam Russell

PDMHS Newsletter, July 2017
The deadline for the July 2017 edition of the Newsletter 
is Thursday the 1st of June 2017.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
 Telephone: 01933 675428
 Email: newsletter@pdmhs.com
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