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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Membership Renewal 2017 - 2018
Members are reminded that their membership will be 
due for renewal on the 1st of September 2017.
Subscriptions for 2017 - 2018 will be as follows:-
 Individual Member: £25.00 *
 Joint Members: £27.00 *
 Family Members: £29.00 *
 Institutional Member: £35.00
* Individual, Joint and Family members may deduct 
£2.00 from these prices if subscriptions are received 
before the first of October.
A Membership Renewal Form is included with this 
Newsletter, please respond promptly.  You can also 
pay your subscription by Bank Transfer, using the 
Membership Number on your Newsletter mailing label 
as reference.  Please confirm your renewal by email to 
membership@pdmhs.com and treasurer@pdmhs.com.
Please refer to the Renewal Form for full details.

Keith Gregory

Increased Subscription Rates from 
September 2017 - An Explanation
For some time the PDMHS Committee has been 
aware that the costs of producing and distributing our 
publications, per member, are now greater than an 
individual member’s subscription, and therefore we 
have recognised the need for an increase in membership 
subscriptions.  Subscription rates have not been 
changed for the past four years, but our costs continue 
to climb each year.  The new rates are designed to go 
some way towards enabling us to continue to operate 
the Society and support our members effectively.  We 
are justifiably proud of the very high quality of our 
publications, and while we would not wish to see this 
quality compromised we are always trying to review 
costs wherever possible.  Postage costs remain high and 
will continue to increase, so we would like to encourage 
more members to opt to receive the e-Newsletter only.
We are also aware that some members join or re‑join 
the Society at various times throughout the year, and 
as a result we are often having to estimate how many 
copies of the Newsletters and Mining History we need 
to have printed.  This can also result in us wasting 
money, and so we want to address this issue by offering 
an ‘early payment’ scheme. Members who ensure that 
their payments are received and banked by the Society 

before the 1st of October will benefit from a preferential 
rate, with a reduction in their subscription of £2.00.  We 
would urge all our members to take advantage of this 
offer, to improve our cash flow and reduce unnecessary 
production of Mining History and the Newsletter.  
Subscription rates will be reviewed annually and in 
future years we may look at different rates for digital 
communications only.  Whatever we do will be aimed at 
keeping the Society financially stable, and continuing to 
give our members excellent value for money.
In addition, as reported at the last AGM,  the grant we 
receive from the Derbyshire Dales District Council 
to support the rent of the Peak District Lead Mining 
Museum, an integrated and important part of the 
Society’s operations, is being  progressively reduced 
to zero over the next few years.  This is placing an 
additional burden on the Society’s finances, and the 
Committee is looking at ways to make all sections of the 
Society more financially stable.  Members who can offer 
their time, expertise or ideas should feel free to contact 
any member of the Committee; the more members who 
can make an input, the more the task is reduced for 
those already involved in managing and developing the 
Society as a whole.

Arthur Wilson

The PDMHS Newsletter is also available in electronic 
form, as a PDF file which can be emailed to members.
The e‑Newsletter offers a number of advantages over the 
printed edition, which include:-

• Prompt delivery
• Full colour photographs and diagrams
• Interactive hyperlinks to email and websites

In addition, the Society is spending a considerable sum 
of money on postage, so by choosing the e-Newsletter 
you can help the Society save valuable resources.
To sign up for the e-Newsletter in future please email 
newsletter@pdmhs.com, with your name, membership 
number and, of course, your email address.

Steve Thompson
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Meets Programme – Summer 2017
Unfortunately we are still currently unable to offer any 
underground trips, due to lack of insurance cover.
There will probably be additional walks added to this 
list, so please keep visiting the website at

http://www.pdmhs.com/news-and-events/events-diary
for the latest information.  There you can also find more 
information about the walks, links to other sources of 
information, photos etc., together with any news about 
rescheduling or cancellation due to weather conditions - 
so do check before setting out for any of these events.
A list of upcoming events is shown on the right hand 
side of the home page of the Society’s website, and 
walks are also included on our popular Facebook page at

https:/www.facebook.com/pdhms/
For any other information about walks, please email 
Chris James at meets@pdmhs.com or phone him on 
01246 208656.

1:  Mining Heritage Walk - Field Grove 
Mine, Sheldon.
Tuesday June 27th 2017:   Leader: Adam Russell, meet 
at the Cock and Pullet, Sheldon at 7.15pm.
An easy three mile walk visiting the well-preserved 19th 
century mining complex at Field Grove Mine, as well 
as Greengates Mine and Sheldon churchyard.  Optional 
food and drink in the Cock and Pullet afterwards.

2:  Mining Heritage Walk - Calver Peak 
Mines.
Tuesday July 25th 2017:  Leader: Adam Russell, meet in 
the car park opposite the Derwentwater Arms in Calver 
Sough at 7.00pm.
This walk will look at the mines of the Calver Peak area, 
where mining for lead and fluorspar stretches from the 
medieval period through to the 20th century.
More details about this walk will be added to the website 
shortly.

3:  Mining Heritage Walk - High Rake and 
Tideslow Rake.
Tuesday August 8th 2017:  Leader: John Barnatt, meet 
at 7.00pm on the road between Great Hucklow and 
Windmill, near the top of the access road to Milldam 
Mine (grid ref: SK 174 779)
A gentle three mile summer evening walk along one of 
the most important lead veins in the Peak District.  We 
will first visit High Rake Mine to see the conserved 
remains, which were uncovered during a major PDMHS 
excavation project, directed by John himself, from 2000 
to 2008.  We will look at the remains of the buildings 
(including two engine houses!) and the ore processing 
areas, and we also have a massive shaft for you to peer 
down as well.
We will then head up Tideslow Rake, which has been 

mined since at least the 13th century, looking at various 
well‑preserved features at this Scheduled Monument. We 
will return back down to our starting point along the rake.
All welcome, no pre‑booking required.  Optional drink 
in a local pub afterwards.

4:  Mining Heritage Walk - Stanage Edge.
Sunday September 24th 2017:  Leader: John Barnatt, 
meet at 10.30am at the car park below Stanage Edge at 
the north-western end of the road that runs below the 
edge, next to Dennis Knoll plantation (SK 228 844).
A full day’s walk on the Eastern Moors looking at coal 
mining remains and more.  Walking boots necessary.

5:  Mining Heritage Walk - Barmote Court 
Walk, Monyash.
Friday September 29th 2017:  Leader: Adam Russell, 
meet at the cross in the centre of Monyash at 10.30am.  
The adjacent Smithy Cafe will be open from 9.30am for 
anyone wanting a good breakfast before setting out.
To mark the date of the Autumn High Peak Barmote 
Court, this six mile walk will visit a number of sites in 
the Monyash area with a general theme of mining law 
and disputes.  Afterwards, there will be the option to 
visit the Bulls Head Inn, one of the traditional venues for 
the High Peak Court, and - in keeping with tradition - 
“partake of ale”.  Please bring a packed lunch.

Chris James

Magpie Mine Square Chimney 
Conservation Project
We last reported on the Square Chimney Project in 
Newsletter No: 160, (October 2016) and now,as the 
project nears completion, it is time to give an update.  
There have been two main phases to the project: 
firstly, the repairs to the fabric of the chimney and the 
associated small building and horizontal flue.  This 
work was substantially completed last summer.  The 
second phase has been to improve the information that is 
available to visitors to the site.
We now have three large display panels mounted in the 
small building at the base of the chimney.  The largest 
panel has a ‘bird’s eye view’ of the site, and identifies 
some of the key features that the visitor will see.  On 
each side is a smaller panel, the one on the left telling 
the story of the Square Chimney and the project to repair 
it, whilst the panel on the right gives an insight into the 
ecology of the site.
We have been fortunate to secure the services of 
Mark Titterton from Buxton and Thomas Eccles from 
Tideswell.  Thomas has made a series of illustrations, 
including a cut-away view of what the Cornish Engine 
House might have looked like and a picture of the horse 
gin, complete with horse.  His attention to detail is 
excellent: not only has he included cow pats in the bird’s 
eye view, but the ecology panel shows a dung beetle 
feeding on them!

http://www.pdmhs.com/news-and-events/events-diary
http://www.facebook.com/pdhms
mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
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Mark will be well known to anyone who has visited the 
Lead Mining Museum in Matlock Bath, as he produced 
most of the display panels for the Matlock Bath Through 
Time exhibition.  At Magpie, Mark has carefully united 
Thomas’s drawings with text and a few photographs so 
that although each panel is complete in itself, there is a 
style that flows through from one to another and links all 
three panels together.
When we started the project, we expected the 
interpretation phase to be the easy part, but we have learnt 
just how much is involved in designing and making an 
interpretative panel.  One has to get the message across 
as briefly and succinctly as possible, or visitors will 
get bored and walk away.  Then there are the technical 
problems of making sure the printer gets the artwork in 
the right format and the right size, and trying to keep to a 
timetable so that the job is completed on time.
Much of the funding for the Square Chimney has come 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  The Fund looks for 
what ‘outcomes’ a project will produce – Outcomes for 
Heritage, Outcomes for Communities, and Outcomes for 
People.  How have we done?  Outcomes for Heritage: 
the chimney is saved from falling down.  Outcomes for 
Communities: visitors, (especially those who came to 
the various Open Days during the project,) should have 
a much better understanding of the Magpie Mine site.  
Outcomes for People: everyone involved in the project 
has learnt a lot – about the use of lime mortar, and about 
designing and manufacturing display panels.  Above all, 
we’ve learnt about managing a Heritage Lottery Funded 
project, and this should stand us in good stead when we 
seek funding for future projects.

Andy Gillings

Matlock Bath Heritage Talks - 
Autumn 2017
These talks, all held on Tuesday evenings, are joint 
fund raising events for the Peak District Lead Mining 
Museum and the Matlock Bath Heritage Group.
 12th September 2017: Lynn Willies, Geology of 

Matlock Bath
 10th October 2017:  Glynn Waite, Images of Matlock 

Bath, Matlock and Cromford
 14th November 2017: Charles Beresford, The Role 

Derbyshire played in the National 
Commemoration of WW1

 5th December 2017: Doreen Buxton, Matlock Bath as 
a Spa

 9th January 2018: Tony Holmes, The Quarries of 
Wirksworth

All these talks will be held at the Peak District Lead 
Mining Museum in Matlock Bath at 7.30pm.  Tickets are 
£6 (£5 for PDMHS members or Friends of the Pavilion), 
and are available in advance from the Museum or on the 
night.  The price includes tea and cake in the interval!

Clare Herbert

Heritage Open Day, Magpie Mine
It’s that time of year again when PDMHS, along with 
many other organisations up and down the country, opens 
its doors to visitors for Heritage Open Day.  The Magpie 
Mine site is always open to visitors of course, but on this 
special day, Sunday the 10th of September 2017 we offer 
something a bit extra.  As usual, we will be providing 
guided tours of the surface remains, but as an addition 
this year, one of our members, Adam Russell, will be 
demonstrating of the art and skill of the blacksmith, one 
of the most important members of the mine workforce.

The guided tours will last about an hour, the first starting 
at 11:00am, the last at 4:00pm.  (There is no access to any 
of the underground workings.)  Tours are free, although 
donations to the Society’s funds will be very welcome.  
Tea and coffee will be available.

However, if we have the same overwhelming success as 
we had last year, we’re going to need help!  Not only do 
we need people as guides, but also to serve refreshments, 
act as car park attendants, put out signage, and make sure 
that everything runs smoothly.  We also need help the 
Sunday before (3rd September) to make the site clean and 
tidy.  Please contact Andy Gillings (0115 963 5497) if you 
can help, or for more information about the event.

Andy Gillings

Photographs needed for Website - 
Can you Contribute?

We are currently looking 
for more photos of PDMHS 
activities to include on the 
website. Can you help us?
As part of our efforts to 
refresh the PDMHS website, 
we are looking to include 
more photos on the site, and 

we’d like to use some that our members themselves 
have taken.  So if you fancy yourself as a budding 
David Bailey, and have a few good photos that you’d be 
prepared to let us use, we’d love to hear from you!
We are particularly keen to have pictures that include 
people in them (preferably looking as if they’re enjoying 
themselves!) with subjects such as PDMHS projects, 
heritage walks, underground trips or general views of 
lead mining scenery.
Just a handful of your very best work is all we need.  
All photos used will be credited, and don’t forget to 
include caption information.  Please send the pictures 
as JPEG files, and if you know how to resize them, they 
only need to measure 1000 pixels on the longest side.  
If you don’t know how to resize them, just send them 
as they are and we can do it for you.  Please send your 
contributions to meets@pdmhs.com.

Chris James
Meets Co ordinator

mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
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Obituary
Trevor David Ford, BSc, PhD, FGS, 
OBE, 1925 to 2017
Trevor Ford, who died on the 22nd of February 2017 
two months before his 92nd birthday, was a highly 
respected mining historian, an outstanding speleologist 
and prolific author with works on cave science, mining 
history, and a wide range of geological topics.
Trevor was born in Essex but his family soon moved 
to Sheffield, where he was brought up, attending King 
Edward VII School between 1933 and 1941.  When 
he was fourteen two houses were built on waste land 
adjacent to his home.  One was occupied by Freddie 
Harrison, and, when World War II broke out, he and 
his brother Harold were offered the Speedwell Cavern 
because Arthur Ollerenshaw did not want to run both 
that and the Blue John Cavern owing to shortage of staff.  
Both Freddie and Harold had sons of about Trevor’s 
age, and they played together.  Thus began his lifelong 
friendship with Peter Harrison, and Cyril Adamson as 
well, and Trevor’s enduring interest in caves and mines, 
especially those in the Peak District, and their geology.
During the war years he used to cycle out to Castleton 
(13 miles each way), and at weekends he took to guiding 
tourists through the Speedwell.  About this time a local 
caver, Dick Howes, persuaded Harold to let him do a 
resurvey, and Trevor went with him to hold the other end 
of the tape measure!  He took to a bit of exploring on his 
own and found the crawl leading to what was later found 
to be the lower part of one of the pre-canal routes into 
the Speedwell Cavern streamway which was described 
by Pilkington in 1789, a fact predicted by Trevor and 
later confirmed by John Harrison and Richard Shaw (by 
climbing the system from the bottom in 1981/82).
After leaving school he worked as a bank clerk in 
Sheffield (1941‑1944) before being called up and joining 

the RAF.  Because of colour blindness, this part of 
his career was very brief and he was soon transferred 
to the Royal Navy as a Stores Assistant (1944 -1946) 
with service in Ceylon, India, Burma, Malaya and 
Hong Kong.  After demobilisation in December 1946, 
Trevor obtained a place at Sheffield University to study 
Geology, graduating with a BSc honours degree in 
1950.  This was followed by postgraduate studies at 
Sheffield and the award of a PhD in 1953 for a thesis 
on the ‘Upper Carboniferous rocks of the Ingleton and 
Stainmore Coalfields’.  Trevor was appointed Assistant 
Lecturer at the University of Leicester in 1952 and 
was successively Lecturer, Senior Lecturer and finally, 
Associate Dean for Combined Science (1985-87).  Upon 
retirement, he was made an Honorary Research Fellow.  
Fuller details of his university career and his cave related 
activities have been provided elsewhere, such as in this 
obituary from the University of Leicester:

http://www2.le.ac.uk/staff/community/people/tributes/
obituary-for-dr-trevor-ford-o-b-e-ph-d-b-sc-f-g-s

Trevor Ford was an early, though not a founder, member 
of the Society which was formed while he was a student 
in the Geology Department at Sheffield University.  He 
was Editor of the PDMHS Bulletin, as it was called 
before it became known as Mining History, for around 
36 years (from 1965 to the Winter 2000 issue Vol. 14 
No. 4).  This is a record which I suspect will never 
be bettered in the future.  Whilst no longer Editor he 
continued to ‘keep his hand in’ and has “guided” both 
the last (his successor) and current incumbents of the 
post.  He has written many papers for the Bulletin/
Mining History over the years on specific mines and the 
geological aspects of Peak District Mining, published 
in a series of parts in Mining History each covering a 
different part of the orefield, sometimes written with 
a co-author with specialist local knowledge, and these 
provide a definitive summary of the orefield’s geology.  
His most recent contribution to the literature on Peak 

Trevor cutting the celebratory 
cake at a meeting arranged 
by the Leicester Literary 
and Philosophical Society to 
celebrate Trevor’s 60 years in 
their section C (Geology) on 
the 2nd of March 2013.  The 
fossil depicted on the cake is 
Charnia which was found in 
Charnwood Forest by a local 
school boy (Roger Mason) in 
1957 and was described and 
named by Trevor when he was 
a young lecturer at Leicester 
University. Charnia is one of 
the oldest British fossils (late 
Precambrian)  and researching 
similar fossils here and around 
the world was one of Trevor’s 
areas of expertise.

Photo:  Kirsty Baxter

http://www2.le.ac.uk/staff/community/people/tributes/obituary-for-dr-trevor-ford-o-b-e-ph-d-b-sc-f-g-s
http://www2.le.ac.uk/staff/community/people/tributes/obituary-for-dr-trevor-ford-o-b-e-ph-d-b-sc-f-g-s
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District Mineralisation  was published last year (Ford & 
Worley 2016).  As well as serving as the Society’s Editor 
Trevor was its Chairman from 1974 to 1978, and he was 
also a long standing member of the Barmoot Court.
Trevor was awarded his OBE in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honour’s list of 1997 for “Services to Geology and to 
Cave Science”.  In 1998, he was awarded the “Champion 
of British Sport Medal” on the recommendation of the 
Derbyshire Caving Association.
He has also been awarded, in 1974, a moiety of the 
Lyell Fund of the Geological Society of London.  These 
prestigious awards are a strong reflection of the key 
areas to which Trevor has contributed during his very 
full geological career.
It is impossible to fully describe Trevor’s long career 
in a few paragraphs, but the Peak District mining arena 
has lost one of its leading scientists who had a long and 
outstanding career, one in which he has published over 
500 publications in his chosen fields.

Richard Shaw
Reference:

Ford, T.D. & Worley, N.E. (2016)  Mineralization 
of the South Pennine Orefield, UK ‑ A Review.  
Proceedings of the Yorkshire Geological Society, 
Vol. 61, pp. 55-86.

Obituary
Ivor John Brown PhD
20th April 1937 – 4th April 2017
Ivor was born in Madeley, Shropshire.  He attended 
a local Methodist school and church, and a Technical 
College at Oakengates.  He left aged 15 to join the 
National Coal Board, following in his father’s and 
grandfather’s footsteps.  During a 7 year apprenticeship 
after Oakengates he travelled to Cannock Technical 
College, then the North Staffordshire Technical College, 
gaining his Mine Managers Certificate in 1959 and 
Mining Diploma in 1962.
On the 28th of January 1961 Ivor, aged 23, who had a 
BSA scooter, met Iris, who had an Austin A30 car, at a 
Scouting event.  Courting involved walking, particularly 
round mining sites - a hint of future activities in which 
Iris was always supportive.  On the 21th of April 1962 
they wed and honeymooned in Jersey, and Ivor was now 
exempt from night work!  After 10 years pit work, with 
Shropshire mines closing, Ivor studied for a Teaching 
Diploma to lecture on Mining Engineering, and Iris 
continued with her teaching career.  Two daughters 
Anita & Julia completed the family.  After five years 
lecturing in the East Midlands Ivor joined the Telford 
Development Corporation, a New Town, and this work 
led to his award of a PhD from Leicester University.
His interests and commitments were extensive:  Iron 
Bridge Museum development, particularly the Tar 
Tunnel, Shropshire Mines & Caving Club, the 1st 
NAMHO Conference at Ironbridge, and he was a 
Director of PDMHS.  With the Telford project complete 

Trevor Ford about to descend Deep Shaft to Ringing 
Rake Sough (Youd’s Level) during a Society winch 
meet on the 3rd of May 1981.

Photo:  PDMHS collection



6

he moved to West Yorkshire as Minerals Officer and 
settled there for the rest of his life.
He was involved with the Library at Caphouse, the 
National Mining Museum, which he spent many years 
helping to plan, the Friends of the St. Aidan’s BE 1150 
Dragline, named “Oddball”, and Sandal  Methodist 
Church, as well as maintaining links with the Peak 
District, Shropshire, Northern Mines and the Welsh 
Mines Societies.
On retirement he travelled worldwide in a consulting 
capacity for British Executive Service Overseas (the 
adult version of VSO), particularly in developing 
countries, and was awarded a Churchill Scholarship to 
travel to the USA, Australia and Tasmania to study the 
use of derelict mining areas to promote tourism.  He 
enjoyed the company of his family particularly his four 
grandchildren.  His very active research, enthusiasm and 
advice made him many contacts leading to numerous 
organised visits to places not usually possible, as well as 
speaking at conferences in the UK and abroad, and he 
has left a legacy of many published articles, papers and 
two books.
Ivor was knowledgeable, enthusiastic and passionate in 
the three main tenets of his life, his family and garden, 
his Christian faith, and mining.

Mike Luff

Book Reviews
Rocket Man with Cousin Jacks
Robert Stephenson in Colombia 1824-1827
Bob Longridge, Robert Stephenson Trust , Newcastle 
upon Tyne 2016, 176pp.  £13.50.
ISBN 978-0-95351-624-7

Sometimes a book title can be slightly too clever.  It 
seems unlikely to me that many PDMHS members, 
even if they came across this book, would realise that 
it relates to an important bit of mining history.  The 
“Rocket Man” is Robert Stephenson, and the “Cousin 
Jacks” are of course Cornish miners.  The book’s subject 
is the three-year period when Stephenson was managing 
a group of silver mines in Columbia.
The importance of this work is that it is the first to 
quote extensively from the correspondence which 
Stephenson sent to his manager Richard Illingworth, of 
the Columbian Mining Association in London.  These 
letters, over one hundred of them, are in the collections 
of the Lilly Library of the University of Indiana, and 
have generously been made available by the University.  
They are largely concerned with the problems 
Stephenson encountered as he attempted to develop the 
mines of Mariquita and Santa Ana, about 100 miles west 
of Bogota.
The second half of the book is a parallel account 
by Stephenson’s secretary and bookkeeper Charles 
Empson, who seems to have been almost the only 

person Stephenson could rely on at the time.  Empson’s 
response to his surroundings was more artistic in nature, 
and the book is illustrated with many of his watercolours 
of landscapes, buildings and people.
As a (perhaps rather chastened) Stephenson had noted 
as early as September 1824 “it is quite incredible the 
difficulty I have to contend with...”.  Problems began 
with transport to and from the coast.  Equipment 
was frequently damaged in transit.  The humidity 
was such that saws and files, for example, were 
hopelessly corroded even before they arrived at the 
mines.  Stephenson and his colleagues suffered from 
frequent fevers.  There were spectacular and damaging 
earthquakes, but probably the worst and most persistent 
problem was the drunken and mutinous behaviour of his 
Cornish miners and their Captain.
Against this background Stephenson struggled to prepare 
coherent and helpful reports on the topography of the 
area, the mineral resources, including coal mines, the 
potential for improvements in transport, the organisation 
of the workforce, development of the mines and the 
metallurgical properties of the ores.
The narrative cannot really give us a detailed appraisal 
of what was going on, but it does very effectively 
recount many of the enormous problems facing the 
British mining companies which attempted in the 19th 
century to work in South America.  The author took 
the trouble to visit Colombia recently and see the mine 
sites for himself, but discovered that massive population 
growth, and almost total deforestation have changed the 
appearance of the landscape beyond recognition.
There are no surface or underground plans, but there are 
quite a lot of accounts and costings, and both in words 
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and pictures this book tells us what it was like to be 
there.
The book is available from the Robert Stephenson 
Trust, c/o Mr A C Clamp, 31 The Green, Hurworth, 
DARLINGTON, DL2 2AA, at £13.50 inc. p & 
p.  Cheques should be made payable to the “Robert 
Stephenson Trust”
An order form for postal or email orders is available:  
http://www.robertstephensontrust.com/BookOrder.pdf

Fred Hartley

The 2017 AGM and Social Gathering
The 2017 Annual General Meeting and Social 
Gathering will be held on Saturday the 11th of 
November 2017 at the Peak District Mining Museum in 
Matlock Bath.  This year we will be retaining basically 
the same format for the event as last year, and we hope 
that many Society members will once again attend to 
participate and enjoy.
The Annual General Meeting will take place at 12:00, 
followed by an informal Buffet Lunch at 13:00.
At 14:30 the afternoon programme of entertainment will 
commence, which we expect to consist of the traditional 
mixture of illustrated talks etc.
Finalised details, including the cost of the buffet, the  
menu, and details of the afternoon entertainment, will 
be published in the October issue of the Newsletter, 
together with a booking form for you to use.

Steve Thompson

Book Reviews 
Mine Pumping Engines in Eighteenth 
Century Cornwall
R J (Rick) Stewart, The Trevithick Society.  176 pp, 
Price £17.50 plus p&p.
ISBN 978-0-99350-212-5
Whilst the development and deployment of the Cornish 
Engine in the nineteenth century has been extensively 
documented, the background and context for its 
development in the preceding century has not received 
the same level of attention.  Rick Stewart’s new book, 
published to coincide with the International Early 
Engines Conference in May 2017, goes some way to 
filling this gap.
Rick has done an excellent job in setting out the 
development of mine pumping in Cornwall during 
the eighteenth century, this broad account starts with 
adits, water wheels and rag and chain pumps and so is 
not concerned with steam power only.  The sequential 
technical development of different engine types are 
clearly described, as are the challenges associated 
with copper mining in hard rock.  I found the section 
describing the influences of the Coster family during 

the early part of the century of particular interest.  
Rick’s account sets out the key external influences 
on the economics of Cornish mining, which help the 
reader understand the somewhat stop-start deployment 
of both Newcomen and Boulton and Watt engines 
during the century.
The book is well written and clear with a logical 
chapter layout and with the bonus of an inventory 
of engines of the Newcomen, Boulton and Watt, 
Hornblower and Bull types included in their respective 
chapters.  There are sufficient illustrations to support 
the text, many sourced from the Boulton and Watt 
archives and Rick has addressed an issue of interest 
to this reviewer by providing details of the known 
erectors of local engines.  Whilst an account of a period 
and topic of this scale cannot include all the available 
detail, Rick has managed to include enough to support 
his account.  I wonder if there is scope for a follow up 
giving more insight into some of my areas of interest, 
such as the development of engine building skills and 
boiler plate manufacture locally?
Highly recommended!

Steve Grudgings

More details about this book, and a photograph of the 
cover  were included in a “New Publication” notice in 
the April 2017 Newsletter...

PDMHS Website News
On discovering that I had 
“volunteered” for the role of 
Webmaster my first task was 
to review the web site.  There 
were a number of issues 
identified.  So far I have taken 
action to reduce the annual 
maintenance charge for the 

website, and to upgrade the underlying software, as well 
as converting some of the present content to a searchable 
database format.

The databases have been demonstrated to the Committee 
who have reviewed and approved them, and I hope to 
make them generally available later this year.

I’m also aiming to improve access to the members only 
area, which currently holds very little content as there 
have been too many reports of members struggling to 
gain access.

Meanwhile, Chris James has been working to improve 
and update content, especially in respect of keeping the 
events listings up to date, and he is working on some 
new and improved photo galleries, which are scheduled 
to go live at the same time as the databases.

Rob Hindle
Webmaster

http://www.robertstephensontrust.com/BookOrder.pdf
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Derbyshire Record Offi  ce D239 M/E 5525:  A Map of Mill Close Mine 1688
This map has been described in considerable detail previously (Rieuwerts 1981), but recent re -examination by the writer 
has shown up some intriguing “anomalies” about the scaling of the map.  The founder is clearly marked, and 31 meers 
are marked out running in a northerly direction from the founder, a distance of some 900 yards.
As can be seen the map bears an apparently precise scale of 28 poles.  A pole is generally standardised as 5½ yards, 
but the scale is also divided into 70 smaller units.  The nature of these smaller units was somewhat perplexing until the 
realisation dawned that they were each of 2.2 yards, equivalent to ten links, or one tenth of a Surveyor’s Chain!
However, despite this apparently precise scale, the true scaling of the map appears much less accurate, indeed decidedly 
non-linear.  The liberty of Wensley is a part of the Wapentake of Wirksworth, in which a meer is of 29 yards.  However, 
the fi rst meer, measured according to the scale, is c -30.8 yards, the third meer is c-33 yards, then moving north along the 
map the meers get shorter, and by the time we reach the fi nal meer marked it measures c-21 yards according to the scale!
A total of twenty seven mining related features, shafts, groves, coes and the sough mouth are shown on the map, and 
these are listed in the table opposite.  Some of these features have a drawing of a building, presumably a coe, shown 
against them, whereas others bear a symbolic depiction of stowes.  These details are noted in the table, and where 
relevant the closest marked meer to the feature is also noted.
The writer would like to thank Mark Smith, Archivist at the Derbyshire Record Offi  ce, for his suggestion that this map 
was worthy of mention in our Newsletter.

Steve Thompson

A MAP OF MILNE CLOSE GROOVES NEERE WE

Reproduced by permission from an original document in the

9

Name Building Stowes Meer Name Building Stowes Meer
2 Shafts sunk to stop the Sough X Ould Wood Grove X
Acre Grove X Over Blackwall Grove X
Founder 0 Over Sough Grove X 11
Hambett Grove X Over Straw Cow (sic. = Coe) X
Hasle Shaft X Oxe Shaft X
Holm Bush New Shaft X Rise Grove X
Lower Sough Grove X 12 Shaft in Leys now held as a new 

thing 50(?) being paid for the 
Kings ½ Meer

X
Lower Straw Cow (sic. = Coe) X
Lowest Sough Grove in 16 Meere 16
Middle Blackwall Grove X Smithey Cow (sic. = Coe) X 7
Nether Blackwall Grove X Sough Mouth 19
New Wood Grove X 8 This shaft was sunk to stop the 

Sough
17

Old Blackwall X 1 Wind Mill Shaft X
Oldfi eld Grove X Wood Head Grove X

Reference:
Rieuwerts, J.H., Bull. PDMHS, Vol. 8 No. 2, Autumn 1981, pp. 109-150.

ENSLEY OBSEVED ANO DOMINI MDCLXXXVIII
R

^

e Derbyshire Record Offi  ce, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3FE
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Customer Date Range Chert Sold Price Delivery
Mr William Adams, Cobridge (Potteries general area), 
Staffs. 

1802-10 102 tons 12 cwt £ 193/11/2 Delivered to Cheadleton

Mr Michael Armitage, Conisborough, Yorks. 1802-10 17 tons 8 cwt £ 22/2/4 Delivered to Sheffield 
and Tinsley

Mr John Blackwell & Co., Cobridge (Potteries), 
Staffs. 

1802-11 258 tons 7 cwt £ 327/4/4 Delivered to Cromford 
and Leek wharf

Mr Ephiane Booth & Sons, Stoke (Potteries), Staffs. 1803-04 35 tons 18 cwt £ 37/2/0 Delivered to Leek
Mr Valentine, Handley (Potteries), Staffs. 1802 13 tons 18 cwt £ 21/15/6 Delivered to Leek wharf
Mr Thomas Cheadle, Out Lanes (probably Potteries), 
Staffs

1796-1810 76 tons 17 cwt £ 77/0/0 Delivered to 
Cheadleton, Leek and 
Cromford

Mr William Clowes, Longport (Potteries), Staffs 1803 6 tons 2 cwt £ 3/1/0 -
Mr David Dunderdale & Co., (Castleford Pottery), 
Castleford, Yorks. 

1803-10 129 tons 16 cwt £ 156/3/0 Delivered to 
Chesterfield

Mr William Evers & Sons, Fleet Mills, (Rothwell, 
near Leeds), Yorks.

1802-08 36 tons 5 cwt £ 45/0/0 Delivered to 
Chesterfield

Mr Thomas Griffin, Cheadle (Potteries general area), 
Staffs.

1799-1805 134 tons 18cwt £ 235/9/0 Delivered to Cheadleton 
and Leek wharf

Mr Robert Griffin & Co., Trentham (Potteries), Staffs 1803-04 40 tons 5 cwt £ 54/1/8 Delivered to Leek wharf
Mr Rob Garner (probably Potteries general area) 1807 9 tons 12 cwt £ 16/16/0 Delivered to Leek wharf
Messrs Greens Clark & Co., Don Pottery, 
Sprotborough, Yorks. 

1802-11 232 tons 17 cwt £ 495/1/3 Delivered to Sheffield 
and Tinsley

Messrs Hartley Greens & Co., Leeds Pottery, Yorks. 1802-11 243 tons 17 cwt £ 252/13/0 Delivered to 
Chesterfield wharf

Mr Samuel Hollins, Shelton (Potteries area), Staffs. - - - -
Mr Hollins, Warburton & Co., New Hall, Shelton 
(Potteries), Staffs. 

1803-08 76 tons 9 cwt £ 120/7/7 Delivered to Leek wharf

Messrs Anthony & Enock Keelings, Tunstall 
(Potteries), Staffs 

1800-05 128 tons 1 cwt £ 248/4/7 Delivered to Leek, 
Cheadleton and Leek 
wharf

Messrs William and Charles Marsh, Cotton Mills 
(location unknown – presumably Potteries general 
area), Staffs.

1802-10 279 tons £ 243/16/0 Delivered to Cromford

Mr George Steedman, Stoke (Potteries), Staffs. ? 1 ton 1 cwt £ 1/17/2 Delivered to Leek wharf
Mr Josiah Spode, Stoke (Potteries), Staffs. - - - -
Mr Joseph Smith, Tunstall (Potteries), Staffs. 1801-05 118 tons 17 cwt £ 214/10/0 Delivered to Leek wharf
Messrs Sandford & Co., Whittington Common (near 
Chesterfield), Derbys. 

- - - -

Mr Thomas Hemp, Lane End (Potteries), Staffs. 1806 6 tons 3 cwt £ 10/6/0 Delivered to Leek wharf
Messrs Wedgewood & Byerley, Etruria, (Stoke on 
Trent, Potteries), Staffs.

1802-09 232 tons 9 cwt £ 386/18/0 Delivered to Leek wharf

Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 61
Chert Sales from Longstone 1792-1811
After the paper on chert mining around Bakewell went 
to Mining History (19.6) an important hand-written 
account book was brought to the author’s attention.  
This was in Trevor Ford’s library and he kindly gave 
his blessing for publishing a summary of its contents.  
This manuscript, entitled ‘Chert Stone’ Accounts 
(1792-1811)’, originally belonged to Robert Thornhill 
(1740‑1820) and lists sales from his chert quarries at 
Longstone, probably either at Chert Pit Lane or Chertpit 

Plantation (Barnatt and Worthington 2017, pp. 105‑11).  
While the account book spans the period 1792‑1811, we 
know from other documentation that these quarries were 
in use by 1785 and continued to be worked until at least 
1816; whether the product was chert in the geological 
sense or silica rock is unclear.  The main use for the 
quarried blocks of chert was as paviours and runners in 
grinding mills that crushed calcined flint to be added to 
the clay as a whitening agent.
The 1792-1811 book is particularly important because it 
list buyers of the chert as well as amounts sold; these are 
summarised in the table below; information on locations 
given in parentheses have been added by the author.



11

Customer Date Range Chert Sold Price Delivery
Mr Thomas Wolfe, Stoke (Potteries), Staffs. 1803 18 tons £ 9/0/0 Bought ‘at pit’
Mr Thomas Cartwright, Longton Mill (Potteries), 
Staffs.

1805-09 153 tons 3 cwt £ 318/5/9 Delivered to Leek wharf

Mr Joshua Wigfull, Alderwick (near York), Yorks. 1796-1806 14 tons 10 cwt £ 9/0/3 Bought ‘at pit’ and 
delivered to Risington

Wheatley & Cooper, Aldrick (presumably Sheffield 
area)

1810-11 10 tons £ 15/9/0 Delivered to Little 
Sheffield and Whicker

Messrs Yates Godding & Co., Stanley Mills, 
(Cobridge, Potteries), Staffs.

1802-09 126 ton 2 cwt £ 206/15/4 Delivered to Leek wharf

Messrs Tomlinson & Co., (Ferrybridge Pottery), 
Knottingley, Yorks. 

1802-10 186 tons 19 cwt £ 164/13/3 Delivered to 
Chesterfield 

Mr George Harrison, Trentham (Potteries), Staffs 1806 15 tons 11 cwt £ 26/0/0 Delivered to Leek wharf
Messrs Elijah Mayer & Son, (Cobden Works), Hanley 
(Potteries), Staffs.

1803 17 ton 13 cwt £ 30/0/0 Delivered to Leek

Mr Joseph Keeling, Hanley (Potteries), Staffs. 1803 19 tons 3 cwt £ 32/1/6 Delivered to Leek wharf
Mr Michel Ridgeway, Hanley (Potteries), Staffs. 1805-08 48 tons 1 cwt £ 83/8/0 Delivered to Leek wharf
Mr Edward Bain (location unknown) 1792 5 tons 1 cwt £ 5/18/8 Delivered to 

Ladmanlow
Mr William Adams, for Stanley Mill, Cobridge 
(Potteries), Staffs. 

1805 10 tons 5 cwt £ 17/4/2 Delivered to Leek wharf

Mr John Glass, for Stanley Mill, Cobridge (Potteries), 
Staffs.

1808 15 tons 8 cwt £ 26/19/7 Delivered to Leek wharf

Mr Charles Weston and Co (probably Potteries general 
area)

1803-04 23 tons 12 cwt £ 43/13/2 Delivered to Cheadleton

Mr Tomlinson, Hanley (Potteries), Staffs. 1803-08 74 tons 10 cwt £ 130/18/10 Delivered to Leek wharf
Messrs Turner Glover & Co., Lane End (Potteries) 1804 21 ton 10 cwt £ 38/7/0 Delivered to Cromford
Messrs Hervey, Barker & Thornste, Lane End 
(Potteries)

1804-07 62 tons 11cwt £ 104/12/6 Delivered to Leek wharf

Mr Thomas Hawley (Presumably Sheffield general 
area)

1804-10 31 tons 5 cwt £ 50/6/6 Delivered to Tinsley

Mr James Yates, Hanley (Potteries) 1805 6 tons £ 9/12/0 Delivered to Leek wharf
TOTALS: 3039 tons 16cwt £ 4282/6/3

There are 40 customers listed in the 1792-1811 period, 
27 of which bought chert over several years; a further 
three are given in the book, including Josiah Spode, 
but no sales are recorded and presumably pages were 
allocated in anticipation, but orders never materialised. 
The total amount sold was nearly 3040 tons, which is 
of the same magnitude per year as reported previously 
(Bowering and Flindall 1998, pp 27-8; Barnatt and 
Worthington 2017, pp. 105‑11). The total amount paid to 
Thornhill, of nearly £4300 over 19 years, is a significant 
figure that in modern terms equates to roughly £150,000 
to £200,000 (using the National Archive money 
converter).  However, the average money coming in per 
year, of c. £225, has to be set against the unknown costs 
of quarrying and preparing paviours and runners for sale, 
thus the profit made cannot be established.
Much of the chert, as is to be expected, was sold to 
pottery manufacturers in The Potteries and nearby 
Cheddleton and Cheadle (1881 tons 18 cwt), while 
pottery makers in areas to the east of the Peak District, 
in a zone running from York southwards to Chesterfield, 
also took Thornhill’s chert (902 tons 7 cwt).  

Well‑known manufacturers in the list include Josiah 
Spode and Messrs Wedgewood & Byerley; others 
included Messrs Greens Clark & Co and Hartley Greens 
& Co who both made creamware etc.; Michel Ridgeway 
who made Cauldon Ware; and Anthony & Enock 
Keelings and Messrs Tomlinson & Co who are both 
best-known for their earthenware/stoneware.

Reported:  John Barnatt
Acknowledgements:

Many thanks to the late Trevor Ford for allowing the 
Robert Thornhill account book to be examined and 
to Richard Shaw for facilitating this.

References:
Barnatt. J. and Worthington, T. (2017) Quarrying 
Chert at Bakewell:  A detailed archaeological survey 
at Pretoria Mine and observations on Holme Bank, 
Holme Hall and Endcliffe Mines.  Mining History 
19.6, pp. 1-119.
Bowering, G. and Flindall, R. (1998) Hard Times:  
A History of the Derbyshire Chert Industry.  Mining 
History 13.5, pp. 1-32.
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Tramway Remains on Longstone Moor 
SK 1935 7314
On the southern slope of Longstone Moor there is a very 
prominent embankment associated with a tramway from 
the old Watersaw Rake workings.  Leading northwardly 
from the mound to the now-reworked rake there is a 
deep trench marking the course of an upper narrow-
gauge tramway running down a gentle slope. 
Immediately below and at the toe of the mound there 
is a small concrete plinth within a ruined rectangular 
‘building’ that was probably the site of a small winding 
engine and possibly a crusher and screens, with the 
raised tramway of sufficient height to allow tubs to be 
emptied into the ‘building’ via chutes from above.  The 
embankment appears to have originally been fronted 
by dressed stone that was concreted into position.  
Additionally large timbers have been placed within its 
build to maybe add strength to the structure.
This structure is at the head of a second tramway 
leading down the steep hillside below.  The course of 
the tramway can be seen within Black Plantation as a 
grassed-over, fairly-deep, gully, in parts destroyed by 
later hillocking.  At the top of the wood, near to the 
fence separating the moor from the wood, there are the 
ruinous remains of a buttress or plinth that may have 
been placed here to support vertical timbers to elevate 
the tramway above and over a deep gully which it 
crossed.  At the bottom end, located adjacent to Moor 
Lane, the tramway terminates at a substantial walled 
feature, with rectangular platform, perhaps used to 
stockpile material brought down the incline (David 
Kitching pers. comm.), above a walled tipping bay 
where carts or lorries could be backed up for loading.
The known history of this feature is very scanty.  The OS 
map of 1898 fails to show it, indicating that it post-dates 
this time, whereas it is depicted on the edition revised 
in 1919.  It is thought, by the author, that the tramway 
may have been in use during the First World War when 
spar was widely used in the steel industry.  The 1919 
map shows the rectangular structure between the two 
tramways as unroofed with two sets of rails leaving it, 
soon joining below from where a single line runs down 
to the loading bay.  Thus, it was not a self-acting incline 
but must have had a winding engine at the top.  One 
mystery is that there are no waste heaps at the postulated 
crusher and screens, so it seems that product and waste 
were taken down the lower incline.
If anybody has additional information about the tramway 
the author would be pleased to hear from you.

Present: Chris Heathcote and Phil Shaw
Reported by: Chris Heathcote

Tithe Maps:  A Useful Resource for Mining 
Historians
A large number of parishes within the Derbyshire 
Orefield have ‘tithe maps’ drawn in the 1840s or early 
1850s, with accompanying ‘Apportionment’ documents 

which, amongst other things, list field names; these are 
useful for identifying the locations of mines that are 
recorded in Barmaster documents and other archives, 
where the only clue given here as to where they were 
located in a named place. While the positions of major 
mines have long been known to mine historians, 
Barmaster records have many hundreds of small mines 
listed where often all we can determine from these is 
what mining Liberty they lay within.
Tithes, which have origins well back in the medieval 
period, traditionally were a payment made to the church, 
often theoretically assessed at ten per cent of income 
derived from farmland where crops were produced 
and livestock reared, and also from agricultural labour; 
church land together with wastes and commons were 
exempt (Richardson 1986; Hey 1996; Hindle 1998). 
They were designed to go towards the upkeep of the 
incumbent of the local parish church. In some parishes 
payments were made to monasteries who supplied 
the vicar; with the Reformation these lands and their 
tithes came to the Crown and were granted to secular 
landowners. In other cases tithes were leased by lay 
individuals. Sometimes individual clergy held more 
than one ‘living’ simultaneously, while elsewhere 
curates struggled to survive on the tithe income. Tithe 
income fluctuated with changing levels of agricultural 
production and the buoyancy or otherwise of market 
values.
Thus, in post-medieval times payment of tithes became 
increasing complex and was often problematic, leading 
eventually to Parliament passing the Tithe Commutation 
Act in 1836 for England and Wales that allowed 
simplification of tithe payments. Tithes were eventually 
abolished by Act of Parliament in 1936.
The 1836 Act allowed tithes to be paid at a fixed rent‑
charge per acre, after negotiation over fair land values 
with local inhabitants. From this date annual tithe 
payments varied through time, based on the then-
current national price of grain. In the north of England 
assessments were made on a township by township 
basis rather than by parish. In the Derbyshire Peak 
District, for example, the old townships are often 
coincident with modern civil parishes, rather than the 
historical ecclesiastical parishes which were in some 
instances were significantly larger and contained several 
townships.  In some cases, even within townships, the 
tithe situation was complex. For example, at Wheston, 
west of Tideswell, the tithes for one half the township 
went to the church, while the other half was paid to the 
Bagshaw family.
It is not coincidence that changes to how tithes were 
paid came in the first half of the 19th century. With 
industrialisation and urbanisation growing exponentially 
across Britain from the later 18th century onwards, 
there was pressure on the agricultural hinterlands to 
feed the burgeoning populations. Enclosure of many 
‘wastes and commons’ took place, leading to an increase 
in production of food. Often farmers did this at great 
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expense in making the improvements and this was not 
accounted for in making tithe payments which were 
based solely on output.  In some townships tithes were 
comminuted when Parliamentary enclosure awards were 
made, or by mutual agreements with lords of manors, 
but elsewhere the traditional tithe payments were 
becoming unwieldy and often onerous.
Where tithes still needed assessment the tithe 
commissioners for England and Wales, appointed after 
the act of 1836, sent out local surveyors to make detailed 
maps of townships and information was gathered and 
presented in an ‘Apportionment’ document.  These 
apportionments present information on a field by 
field basis, giving owners, occupiers, what the named 
parcels was used for, and the quality of the land.  This 
information provided the basis for tithe payments to 
be calculated according to the acreage of each holding.  
The tithe maps and accompanying apportionments 
give wonderfully detailed snapshots in time of the 
agricultural state of townships.
Not all townships had tithe maps produced, particularly 
where the whole township was owned and managed 
by a single estate.  In other cases only a small part of 
a township was assessed by the Tithe Commissioners, 
because payments were not in dispute, or because 
tithes for much of the local land were no longer paid by 
this date.  For instance at Calver, only ten fields were 
assessed when half the township was surveyed for the 
Duke of Devonshire. 
However, in a significant number of cases, whole 
or large parts of townships were included in the 
assessments.  This is particularly true for the northern 
half on the Derbyshire orefield, where other than Peak 
Forest, all townships were assessed for tithes, with maps 
dating to 1841 to 1851, many with substantive areas 
covered.
Returning to the Barmaster records, is a significant 
number of examples the location of mines can be 
achieved using tithe maps.  In other cases the mines 
are listed as a mine being worked by a particular 
person, as for example ‘Smiths Grove’; locating these 
is particularly difficult for as title changed so did the 
mine name.  When looking at 18th century records for 
instance, it is often nigh impossible to locate such mine, 
a problem compounded by the same working potentially 
being named decades later as ‘Jones Grove’.  However, 
other mine titles are named from the field or croft that 
they lay within; it is here that tithe maps, and estate 
maps that give field names, come into their own for 
those mine historians interested in detailed mapping 
of where mines were or reconstructing the history of 
particular workings still extant today.  Similarly, these 
maps are useful to the landscape historian when names 
such as ‘Limekiln Close’ are found. 
Details of a few mines located using tithe maps have 
been published, such as that published by Steve 
Thompson.  For example, the location of Loadstone and 
Magnet Mine within Ashford Northside Liberty was 

identified using the Little Longstone and Ashford tithe 
maps (Thompson 2013).  Chris Heathcote published 
another at Middleton New Discovery in Tideswell 
Liberty, located by identifying Brocklehurst Barn 
mentioned in the 1826 Barmaster entry (Heathcote 2014, 
p. 49).  Further examples of mines located with the aid 
of tithe maps came about during current data collection 
on tithe maps and apportionments, several mines were 
identified, such as for instance Scots Greys Mine in 
Ashford Northside, where Barmaster’s records for 1760 
document mining activity, and which we now know 
from the tithe map to be located above the north side of 
Coombs Dale southwest of Stoney Middleton.  Another 
example is Stoney Pasture Mine, which was identified 
from the Wardlow 1848 tithe map as lying above Peters 
Stone in Cressbrook Dale; an Ordnance Survey 25inch 
to a mile map of the later-19th century shows a disused 
shaft in one corner of the field.
In assessing the tithe records, this author has collected 
copies of tithe maps and transcribed apportionments 
for all townships in the orefield north of the River Wye 
and these will eventually be deposited in the PDMHS 
library.  Unfortunately, due to illness, analysis of 
Barmaster records and tithe information stopped before 
the full potential of comparison of these documents was 
achieved. It is hoped that someone else will take up the 
challenge.

Reported by:  Dave Williams (with assistance 
from John Barnatt).
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Pretoria Mine: A Sixth Tramway
Since the paper on Quarrying chert at Bakewell came 
out in Mining History (Barnatt and Worthington 2017), a 
publication which the authors were previously unaware 
of has been brought to their attention by Ivor Brown 
(Greenwell and Elsdon 1913); the text is noted as based 
on serialised articles by the authors in ‘the Quarry’ in 
1908-12. This book has a brief description of extraction 
around Bakewell which is consistent with what we knew, 
and shaft extraction at ‘Alsop’s chert mine’ at Pretoria 
is also mentioned (pp. 167-68). However, in addition, a 
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photograph entitled ‘Entrance to Derbyshire Chert Mine, 
Bakewell’ (p. 28) is also included, presumably taken in 
c. 1905‑12. It shows two adjacent entrances in a quarry 
face, the right one with tramway rails descending into 
the underground workings, the other without rails, with 
rubble on the floor as if little then used except perhaps 
for access. This can be nowhere else but Pretoria Mine. 
Both entrances are shown on a plan of Pretoria dated 
1916 but the 2017 authors did not know that a tramway 
ran in one of these; it thus adds new data to what we 
published.
A tramway in the ‘face’ passage at the south-western 
edge of the early workings had not been suspected 
and was indeed discounted (Barnatt and Worthington 
2017, pp. 70-74, Figs 10, 33); this route was later fully 
backfilled and thus cannot be inspected. The previously 
unsuspected incline here was probably created when 
they developed extraction block B in c. 1905-12 and was 
presumably used from bringing out chert quarried within 
the south-western side of the workings. It brings the total 
number of inclines in the 1900-1918 phase of extraction 
to three, and six for the mine through to it closing in 
1964.
Why they used both a shaft and incline in the 1900‑1918 
phase of workings is not clear. The shaft continued in 
use rather than being superseded by the incline and it 
may be that they employed the shaft because it gave 
easier access to the surface dressing floor, while the 
second incline perhaps allowed production rates to be 
increased.

Reported:  John Barnatt
Acknowledgements:

Many thanks to the late Ivor Brown for bringing the 
1913 publication to our attention.
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Can you contribute to future editions of 
Observations and Discoveries ???
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 44 Marsh Way, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9AD (01298 814726)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 Email:  observations@pdmhs.com

The Location of “Foweshide”
A paper entitled “A 13th Century Mining Dispute in 
the Central Orefields” (Russell 2015) contains a 1278 
reference to “ what belongs to the king in his mine which 
is called ‘Foweshide’ ” (Cal. Pat. Rolls 6 Edward I).  
Russell (2015) appears to have linked this Commission 
of Oyer and Terminer to the case of Ralph Le Wyne at 
the Derbyshire Eyre of 1281 (JUST 1/152, Hopkinson 
2000, Thompson 2017) in order to make the assumption 
that the mine called “Foweshide” was located within the 
commons of Taddington.
However, the present writer has long considered that any 
attempt to locate “Foweshide” from these documents is, 
at best, speculation.
An important set of clues to the true location may be 
found in a work on the place names of Derbyshire, 
(Cameron 1959).  This volume refers to “Far Side Barns 
(lost)” in the section on Chelmorton, and here mentions 
the 1278 reference to Foweshide quoted by Russell 
(2015), and also two other references, to Fowesyde in 
1289 and to Foweside in 1335.  However, a much more 
recent reference quoted by Cameron (1959) is to an early 
one inch to one mile map (OS 1840).  This map clearly 
marks a group of buildings named “Far Side Barns” 
close to the Caxterway Lane west of Chelmorton, at the 
approximate grid reference SK 1018 7132.  Buildings 
are also shown here on the first edition 1:2500 Ordnance 
Survey of 1879 (OS 1879), and subsequent editions (OS 
1898, OS 1922 and OS 1972).  An aerial photograph of 
1948 (RAF 1948) shows two extant buildings casting 
substantial shadows.
However, a more recent image on Google Earth shows a 
levelled area on the site of one of the buildings and just 
ruined walls or footings for the other.  These are located 
at 53º 14’ 19.30’’ N, 1º 50’ 57.15’’ W, altitude 339m, 
which converts to grid reference SK 1016(1) 7130(4).  
(https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/gps/transformation/).
Two seventeenth century maps in the National Archives 
show the name “Farthing” or similar which may be 
relevant.  MPC 1/78, undated, but attributed to the 
reign of Charles I (1625-1649), shows the name “The 
Farthings”, but this cannot be located as the map has no 
scale and no indication of direction.  Directions could 
be inferred from the location of the township of Flagg 
relative to Chelmorton, but then the church is located at 
the wrong end of Chelmorton, and “Blackwall Milne” is 
shown in what appears to be entirely the wrong place!
MPC 1/85/2, a survey of Chelmorton and Flagg dated 
1675 and surveyed “ By me Tho[mas] Stubbins ” 
shows “Farthing End” to the west of Chelmorton in the 
“Chelmorton Fields”, presumably the open fields beyond 
the enclosed land, but again this cannot be precisely 
located.  A 19th century copy of this map can be found 
in the Chatsworth Manuscripts L30/12.
The buildings at “Far Side Barns” are clearly depicted, 
but not named, on the Chelmorton and Flagg enclosure 
map of 1809 (DRO D6103/2/1), adjacent to “ ancient 
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inclosures of the Trustees of the late Thomas Buxton ”, 
and this exactly matches the location on the 1840 OS 
map (OS 1840).
The 1289 reference is at first sight a little enigmatic in 
its connection to Chelmorton, as it appears to relate to 
Taddington and Priestcliffe.

20th November 1289 (Cal. Inq. Misc. 
18 Edward I)
“ Commission to Thomas de Normanvill, Robert 
Bozun, and William Martyn, to inquire into 
a complaint of the tenants of Tadington and 
Presteclive ancient demesne of the Crown, about 
interference with their common of turbary and 
heath in the moor of Foweside, Kyngeston ”

“Turbary” is the right to cut peat or turf for fuel, and 
“common of turbary” is a legal term used to describe this 
right.  It may refer to common land, or to a right granted 
on someone else’s land.  However, what is interesting 
is that this document refers to “Foweside, Kyngeston”.  
The name Kyngeston appears frequently in documents of 
this period, invariably referring to the town now known 
as Kingston upon Hull.  So, where in the vicinity of 
“Tadington and Presteclive” might be described in this 
way?  The only likely possibility locally seems to be 
King Sterndale, which is on the western side of Deepdale 
almost directly opposite the site of the Far Side Barns.
The 1335 references, however, quite definitely refer to 
the location of a mine.

Nottingham, 9th March 1335 (Cal. Inq. Misc. 
9 Edward III)
“ John de Louthre, late escheator, seized the 
mine of William de Lynford in Chailmardon and 
Moniassh by extortion.  Petition to the king and 
queen and their Council from the tenants of the 
Peak, wherein ‘eo la minere est foweside’ ”

A second reference is clearly to the same case, but this 
time does not name the mine.

Nottingham, 3rd April 1335 (Cal. Close Rolls 
9 Edward III)
“ Order not to intermeddle further with the 
mine of William de Lynford in Chailmardon 
and Moniassh,  ---  because John de Louthre, 
late escheator in those counties, took the mine 
into the king’s hands and detained it for a year,   
---  afterwards at the suit of William, the king 
ordered the escheator to take an inquisition on 
the matter, by which it is found that John took 
the mine into the king’s hands  ---  unjustly 
and without reasonable cause  ---   that when 
he perceived that he had taken it unjustly, he 
delivered it to William, and the mine is worth 
6s.8d. yearly ”

In the absence of further evidence (which will surely 
materialise in the fullness of time, or more likely a 
couple of weeks after this is published!) the writer is 

willing to speculate that the location of the mine called 
Foweshide may be in the vicinity of the Far Side Barns.  
It is also perhaps tempting, although probably unwise, to 
identify the mine called “Foweshide” with the Cadman 
Crew Vein which runs slightly to the north of this 
location (Thompson 2015).

Steve Thompson
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Derbyshire Record Office
New Opening Hours
With effect from the 1st of June 2017, the opening hours 
at the Derbyshire Record Office will be:
 Monday: Closed
 Tuesday to Friday: 9.30am to 5.00pm
 Last Saturday of the month: 9.30am to 4.00pm
Although closed to the public on a Monday, they will, 
however, be able to do other activities on that day.  More 
spaces can be opened up for volunteering, as the search 
room can then be used for volunteer activities.  They 
will also be able to run events that aren’t possible when 
they have customers in the building, like larger (and 
noisier!) classroom visits from schools.
Hard work continues to make more material available 
online, and to offer more opportunities for people to 
enjoy the collections in new ways.
While Monday closure will be inconvenient for some 
customers the Record Office very much hopes that the 
work being done behind the scenes while closed, to 
make their collections more accessible, will compensate 
for the loss of opening hours.

Sarah Chubb 
Archives and Local Studies Manager

Derbyshire Record Office

National Stone Centre Reopens
Following a major refurbishment, the National Stone 
Centre at Wirksworth has been officially reopened.  This 
took place on a fine Sunday in  early April, and the 
ribbon was cut by geologist and TV presenter Professor 
Iain Stewart in front of a large crowd.  Following this, 
there was an afternoon of musical entertainment and 
demonstrations by stone craftsmen.
The Centre and its surroundings have greatly benefited 
from the makeover, which is a credit to the hard work of 
Centre Director Ian Thomas.  There is a new cafe at the 
centre, the Gastro Pod, serving local produce (including 
excellent bacon butties!).  It is well worth a visit and, 
given its closeness to Matlock Bath and Crich, members 
could perhaps combine a visit here with our own 
Museum and the Crich display? More information can 
be found on the Stone Centre’s website at:-

http://www.nationalstonecentre.org.uk/
Adam Russell

Two New Society Honorary Members
At the Committee meeting of the Society on 3rd 
March 2017 the Membership Secretary, Keith Gregory, 
proposed that the Society should appoint two more 
Honorary Members.
The Society has had a long tradition of appointing the 
Barmaster as an Honorary member, but this had not 
happened when the present incumbent Eddie Tennant 
was appointed.  This has now been remedied.  The 
appointment was approved by the Committee and, with 
the permission of the Barmoot Court, the Barmaster was 
presented with his Certificate by Society Chairman Mike 
Luff at the Barmoot Court on the 12th of April 2017.
Keith went onto say that since Lilian Bridges was 
retiring from her position as Crich Project Leader, a 
position she had held for many years along with her late 
husband, she should be similarly honoured.
Lilian has shown considerable tenacity in fulfilling 
her position as Project Leader at Crich, as to get there 
involved several forms of public transport.  Not only 
that, but, as she had raised considerable sums of money 
for a variety of Society projects, she deserved the title of 
“ Auntie Wainwright”.  The Committee wholeheartedly 
supported this proposal and Keith presented Lilian with 
her Certificate at the Members’ Open Day at Magpie 
Mine on the 30th of April 2017

Mike Luff

New Members
Please welcome the following new members who have 
recently joined the Society.

Casalini Libri SPA, COVENTRY
Simon Cramer, STOCKPORT
Ashley Lawrence and Family, CHESTERFIELD
Vicky Turner, Treak Cliff Cavern, CASTLETON

We hope they will find their membership of the Society 
both enjoyable and rewarding, and that they will play a 
full part in all the activities of the Society.

Keith Gregory
Membership Secretary

PDMHS Newsletter, October 2017
The deadline for the October 2017 edition of the 
Newsletter is Friday the 1st of September 2017.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
 Telephone: 01933 675428
 Email: newsletter@pdmhs.com
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