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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Matlock Bath Heritage Talks 2018
All these talks are held at 7.30pm on Tuesdays at the 
Peak District Lead Mining Museum in Matlock Bath.
 3rd April 2018: “The Arkwrights Through 

Art”, with Doreen Buxton.
 1st May 2018: “Ancient Lead Mining around 

Matlock Bath”, with John 
Barnatt

  SUMMER BREAK
 2nd October 2018: “The History of the Cromford 

Canal” with Hugh Potter.
 13th November 2018: “The Canadian Hospital in 

Matlock Bath 1917-1919”, 
with Charles Beresford

Tickets are available in advance from the Museum by 
phoning 01629 583834, or you can buy them on the 
night.  The ticket price for PDMHS members is £5 
(£6 for non-members) this includes tea and cake in 
the interval.  These talks are joint fund-raisers for the 
Mining Museum and the Matlock Bath Heritage Group.
Clare Herbert, who arranges these talks, is always 
looking for new speakers.  Talks need to be about the 
area around Matlock.  Clare can be contacted at the 
Museum on 01629 583834 or at mail@peakmines.co.uk.

Clare Herbert

Lead Mining Museum News:
A Donation to the Museum

Mining Museum were delighted to receive a donation for 
the Museum.  The wife of the late Robert Sidney Ludditt 
MBE made the donation in his memory.
Bob Ludditt was involved in the Museum around 35 
years ago as well as with other PDMHS projects.
His wife, Fiona Ludditt, explained that he had always 
spoken very fondly of the Museum and she felt that this 

Robin Hall

A Plea for Donations !!!
A plea from Maxine Hall, manager of the Mining 
Museum, for donations of any second hand books or old 
bulletins.

books on all subjects.
Clare Herbert

Errata:  Mining History Vol. 20 No. 1
Enclosed with this mailing of the Newsletter and Mining 
History Vol. 20 No. 2 is a replacement page 29 for the 
previous edition, Vol. 20 No. 1.
Unfortunately one of those awkward errors (you know 
the sort of thing, you look at the page dozens of times but 
it doesn’t get noticed until hundreds of copies have been 
printed and distributed) crept into the printed edition; 
the same photograph (Plate 1) and caption was printed 
twice on the page, and Plate 2 was omitted.
The insert corrects this error, and if you wish it can be 

Many apologies !!!
Steve Thompson

Trevor D. Ford Memorial Meeting
This meeting will take place on Saturday the 2nd of 
June and Sunday the 3rd of June 2018.  The Saturday 
programme will be held in the Derby University Buxton 
Campus (The Dome), and will consist of a series of talks 

Geology, Caving and Mining History.
There will be no charge for attending, and there will 
be a number of displays and sales stands.   The Society 
will be represented there, and will be selling copies of 

the Geology of the Peak District mining areas.

topics suggested are as follows:-

His interest in the History of Geology

Precambrian fossils

the Peak District; the Hydrogeology of the Peak 
District and Caving and Mining History

On the Sunday it is proposed to hold a number of 
excursions in the Peak District which provisionally will 
include the following:-

the Matlock - Wirksworth area (hosted by the 
Manchester Geological Association)
Guided tours of Magpie Mine during the 
morning and afternoon (hosted by PDMHS)
The Brassington Formation (hosted by the East 
Midlands Geological Society)

website at https://pdmhs.co.uk/.
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Meets Programme, April to June 2018
We have continued to run a variety of trips over the 
winter, including some very welcome underground trips 
organised by the UEG, all of which were well attended, 
and enjoyed by those taking part.
The Geological Walk to Duckmanton Cutting was 
enjoyed by over 20 people - including non-members and 
newcomers.  Our thanks go to Paul Guion, of the East 
Midlands Geological Society for leading an excellent 
walk, and to Paul Chandler for organising it.
We have a good programme of meets arranged for the 
coming months, and we continue to add walks and 
underground trips to the website on a regular basis at
www.pdmhs.co.uk/peak-district-mining-heritage-walks/
so do keep checking there.  Because many of these 
meets are arranged at relatively short notice, they cannot 
be included in the Newsletter.  By posting details on 
the website we can add images and links to further 
information, and post any changes or cancellations.
Even if walks do not require advance booking, if you 
email us at meets@pdmhs.com to let us know you are 
interested we will be able to contact you directly if the 
walk is cancelled or there is any change due to adverse 
weather conditions etc.

Underground Trip, Masson Cavern.
Wednesday April 4th 2018:  Trip Co-ordinator: Vicky 
Bell, meet at 19:00 for a 19:15 start, parking in the layby 
on Salters Lane, Matlock.
This is a Masson Caving Group trip, to which UEG 
members are invited as guests.  Please text/phone on 
07792 757953 or email vickybell@hotmail.co.uk to 
book your place. BCA insurance and booking essential.

with very little stooping/crawling involved - though it 
can be a struggle climbing back out.  A dry-ish trip, but 
an oversuit is recommended.

Mining Heritage Walk, Lathkill Dale (East).
Tuesday April 17th 2018:  Leader: Paul Chandler, meet 
7.15pm in Over Haddon village car park (pay & display).
A short walk viewing the entrances to mainly mines 
including Mandale Mine & Sough, Gank Hole Mine and 
Sideway Level.  This walk will be of interest to Society 
members from an exploration perspective, and copies of 
surveys will be available to view.  Bring usual walking 
equipment: camera, torch, OS Explorer Map White Peak 

Optional drinks later at the Lathkil Hotel, Over Haddon.

Mining Heritage Walk, Chelmorton Low.
Tuesday April 24th 2018:  Leader: Adam Russell, meet 
at 7.00pm on the road outside Chelmorton Church.
A relatively short evening walk up onto Chelmorton 
Low to look at the mining remains, the prehistoric 
archaeology, and a source of embarrassment to both the 
walk leader and John Barnatt!  Weather permitting, there 

slopes so stout footwear with good grip is advisable. 

Mining Heritage Walk, Deepdale and 
Whale Sough.
Tuesday May 8th 2018:  Leader :Adam Russell, meet at 
7.00pm in the parking area on the Sheldon - Chelmorton 
Road (SK 157 685).
This walk will look at mining remains in the area of 
Deepdale, and hopefully will coincide with the cowslips 
and early purple orchids on the daleside being in full 

Whale Sough and the prehistoric settlements of the 
dale.  This walk is about 2.5 miles long, and will involve 
rough ground and a steep descent, so stout footwear is 

Optional drinks later at the Cock and Pullet, Sheldon.

Mining Heritage Walk, Grassington Moor 
area (Yorkshire Dales).
Sunday May 13th 2018:  Organiser: Paul Chandler, meet 
at 10.30am in Grassington village, National Park Centre 
car park (note: we will not be parking here).
A short, easy walk viewing the extensive mining remains 
on Grassington Moor.  Bring usual walking equipment, 
camera, torch, packed lunch & drink, OS Explorer Map 
Yorkshire Dales, Southern & Western areas OL2 useful.  

To book your place(s), or for further information, 
please contact Paul Chandler on 01246 220773 or at 
paulchandler3@btinternet.com. Lift available.

Underground Trip, Mouldridge Mine, 
Pikehall
Wednesday May 16th 2018:  Trip Co-ordinator: Vicky Bell.
This is a Masson Caving Group trip, to which UEG 
members are invited as guests.  Please text/phone on 
07792 757953 or email vickybell@hotmail.co.uk to 
book your place. BCA insurance and booking essential.
This is an easy grade, dry trip, ideal for novices, but 
also of interest to more experienced explorers.  Quite 

little mine and a fun trip!

Underground Trip, Deep Ecton Mine and 
Salts Level, Ecton
Sunday May 20th 2018:  Leader: John Barnatt.
An easy-grade trip into this spectacular mine. Wear 
oversuit or boilersuit.  Helmet and appropriate lighting 
are essential.  Wellingtons are recommended as some 
passages are wet underfoot.  The trip will concentrate on 
the history and archaeology of the mine, and will involve 

http://www.pdmhs.co.uk/peak-district-mining-heritage-walks/
mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
mailto:vickybell@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:paulchandler3@btinternet.com
mailto:vickybell@hotmail.co.uk
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between the two workings.
The trip is limited to 12 places, plus leader/backstop.  
There is a £5 trespass fee per person for the Ecton Mines 
Educational Trust, whose funds go to maintain the mine.
To book your place, get meeting time and place, etc., 
contact John Barnatt by email at meets@pdmhs.com.  

from Saturday the 5th of May onwards (please do 
not contact John before that date – the answer will be 
contact him on the right day).

Mining Heritage Walk, Lathkill Dale (West).
Tuesday June 5th 2018:  Leader: Paul Chandler, meet 
7.15pm in Monyash village, outside the Old Smithy Cafe.
A short walk viewing the entrances to the many caves 
and mines at the top end of Lathkill Dale, including 
Lathkill Head Cave, Boulder Pot, Engine Close Mine, 
Cascade Cavern, et al.  This walk will be of interest to 
Society members from an exploration perspective, and 
copies of surveys will be available to view.  Please note 
that the walk will involve a short, steep descent down 
steps into Lathkill Dale itself.  Bring usual walking 
equipment, camera, torch, OS Explorer Map White Peak 

Optional drinks afterwards at The Bulls Head, Monyash.

Underground Trip, Cascade Cavern, 
Monyash.
Tuesday June 19th 2018:  Leader: Martin Long.
An evening meet.  An opportunity to explore this mined 
and natural system of limited extent. A Moderate grade 
trip.  The entrance shaft of 40ft (12m) will be rigged 
for both SRT & ladder, plus a handline climb on  steep 
slope.  A dry trip.  Society members attending MUST 

priority will be given to UEG members.  BCA insurance 
and booking essential.
To book your place and for meeting arrangements, 
contact ueg@pdmhs.com  
Reference: Caves of the Peak District - The River 
Lathkill Catchment Area (2010 Edition).  
Optional drinks afterwards at The Bulls Head, Monyash.

Underground Trip, Clayton Mine, Ecton
Sunday June 24th 2018:  Leader: John Barnatt
This is long and in parts wet trip into this impressive 
mine.  Wear oversuit or boilersuit; helmet and 
appropriate lighting is essential.  Wet suit socks are a 
good idea as the water in the entrance level is often just 
over Wellington depth; bring a change of clothes for 
afterwards.  The trip will concentrate on the history/
archaeology of the mine.  The pipeworkings above 

sandwiches to have underground.

Trip limited to 12 places, plus leader/backstop.  There 
is a £5 trespass fee per person for the Ecton Mines 
Educational Trust, whose funds go to maintain the mine. 
To book your place, get meeting time and place, etc., 
contact John Barnatt by email at meets@pdmhs.com.  

from Saturday the 9th of June onwards (please do 
not contact John before that date – the answer will be 
contact him on the right day).

Chris James, Meets Coordinator

Publication Review
Bar Brook Mills:  The Transition from 
Smelt Mill to Slag Mill.
Andrea Goodinson, 2017.  Derbyshire Archaeological 
Journal, Volume 137, 2017, pp. 175-197.
This paper presents a well researched recent study of the 
Bar Brook Mills which were developed from the early 
17th century, when a lead smelt mill was apparently 
established there, through the 18th century when a slag 
mill was added, and up to the later 19th century when 

c. 1870.  The study 

and non - statutory listings, a review of published work, 
contemporary and historical mapping, and the study and 
analysis of archival sources.
For the purposes of this paper the area studied has been 
sub divided into two sites:  Site 1 consists of the 17th 
century smelt mill with the site later reused as a mid to 

century pumping station for water supply.  Site 2, further 
downstream, included the 18th century slag mill which 
was associated with a nearby cupola.  A range of features 

structures; anthropogenic landscape features such 
as platforms, terraces and ditches, and the mill site 
footprints; and, in the case of Site 2, extant remains of 
buildings and other structures.  When considering Site 1 

The paper is extremely well illustrated with eleven 

the research, historic maps and plans from the work of 
the late L. H. Butcher; and eleven plates which serve to 
complement and enhance the descriptions of the site, and 
the paper is also well referenced.
Acknowledgement:  The writer is grateful to Dave 
Williams who suggested this paper as a suitable subject 
for review, and for the loan of the relevant copy of the 
Derbyshire Archaeological Journal.

Steve Thompson

Postscript: This paper is based on a dissertation 
entitled “Peak District Lead Mills and their Context 
in the Landscape: Bar Brook Mills” submitted 
in September 2016 by Andrea Goodinson for the 
degree of Master of Landscape Archaeology in the 

mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
mailto:ueg@pdmhs.com
mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 64
Recent Mining Artefact Finds in Longcliffe 
Mine, Castleton, SK 14038 82541
During the long process of the excavation of the 

Technical Speleological Group, previously described 
(Wolstenholme 2017a, 2017b), several mining artefacts 
were brought to the surface within the spoil.  The most 
important are a poll-pick for passage trimming and 
rock breaking; a smaller hand-pick for extraction of 
vein material; a large wrought-iron handle with three 
hooks, possibly used for hauling kibbles to surface; and 
a 1lb iron weight, possibly used for measuring but that 
could equally have been used as a plumb bob.  Other 

complete with its screw-stopper (a miracle after being 
buried under tons of rocks), several pieces of 1950s 
Pepsi-Cola bottles, a piece of brass bed-frame, an Oxo 

was probably accessible for at least ten years after its 
reopening by cavers in the 1940s, it is likely that these 

even picnickers throwing their rubbish down the shaft.
Now that the blockage has been cleared, and most of 
the heavy excavation is complete, surveying work is 
currently being undertaken to create an accurate 3D 
model of the mine and to record details missed in 
the original survey (Howes, 1944) and the published 
exploration description (Ford, 1962); we have found 
several, probably as a result of the original explorers 
being unwilling or unable to push some leads beyond 
a visual inspection.  Given the circumstances and 

of the east chamber, this is understandable.  Furthermore, 
our work in opening adjacent mine workings, nicknamed 

that we had a much better idea of what might be found 

Mine workings, and gave us more impetus to try and 
document every detail.  Further results will be published 
when the restoration project is nearer completion.
During the initial explorations, two further artefacts have 

condition, missing only a length of its stem, was found 

east chamber.  The pipe has burnt residue visible at 
the base of the long bowl, which is undamaged and of 
probable 18th century date; it has an intact rim with a 
faint decorative line embossed just below.  The bowl 
has a spur at the base, also undamaged.  A short length 
of stem was also found nearby in a choke of stones, but 

is a piece of a sharpening-stone, also found within a 

rounded on the corners and edges, with a pronounced 

rounded and rust-stained groove in the centre of one 
side.  The reverse also has similar rust-stained wear, 
but this is less pronounced.  The stone must have seen 
considerable use, as it is much thinner in the centre 
than the edges, and unusually for sharpening stones the 

estimate, the piece found is probably about one-third of 
the original stone.
One other discovery is what appears to be a piece of 

within an otherwise commonplace packwall.
All the artefacts have been given to Rachael Hall, 
archaeologist with the National Trust, the landowner, for 
analysis and recording.

Reported: Phil Wolstenholme

References:

Derbyshire. PDMHS Bulletin 1.7, pp. 1-4.

Report.

Castleton. PDMHS Newsletter 162, pp. 7-9.

Restoration Project. The Journal of the Technical 
Speleological Group 19, pp. 158-168.

Unexpected and Dramatic Diversion. The Journal of 
the Technical Speleological Group 19, pp. 169-178

Figure 1: The clay pipe bowl.

Figure 2: The sharpening stone.
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Knotbury Colliery, Quarnford, 
Staffordshire, centred SK 017 680

Access moorland by the author and helpers to record the 
surface remains of the Dane, Blackclough and Knotbury 

Shires Head, respectively in the counties of Cheshire, 

being prepared for eventual presentation in Mining 
History as a Part 2 of the assessment of coal mining 

part of which has already been published (Barnatt 2014).  

the middle of Knotbury Colliery where the farmland was 
not Open Access.  Some mining features here are clearly 
visible on Google Earth but others were hard to interpret.  
After repeated unsuccessful attempts over the years to 
catch the farmer at Knotbury Lee Farm at home, this 

permission to look at the coal mining remains on his 
land and gave useful snippets of local knowledge about 
the mining; the author and Chris Heathcote quartered the 

ground, much of which is marshy and hard to negotiate.
Taking the Colliery as a whole, which we know from 
documentation was largely worked in the 17th and 
18th centuries, there are remains of 68-78 close-spaced 
shaft hollows and their waste-heaps, together with 18 
shallow pits which are opencast pits and/or crown holes 
at and near the outcrop.  Two possible shaft mounds 

badly ploughed down and they could alternatively are 

three cases this makes interpretation of the mounds 

of Knotbury Lee Farm with Coal Board marker plinths.  

are associated with access causeways.

many close-spaced shafts with small waste-heaps, the 
latter indicating the shafts were shallow.  There are 
also ten pits at or close to the outcrop which may well 

recognised in the stream banks here and together the pits 

1: The surface remains at Knotbury Colliery, including the area not surveyed until January 2018.
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and shallow shafts nearby may be the earliest workings 

placed very close together suggesting that there was a 
reopening of the seam in their vicinity, with new shafts 
sunk to access the workings after the old ones had 

widely-spaced shafts with waste-heaps located to the 
north-east side of the workings, which probably lead 
down to the latest workings here, accessing the seam as 
it dipped deeper below surface.  These shafts must have 

which presumably followed the seam at the sole of the 
mine and came to surface next to Firestone Brook just 
upstream of the ruined building here, but no trace of this 

Leading down from Knotbury to the outcrop there is 
one causewayed track, which is said locally to be a coal 
road.  However, it is hard to see what mining features 
it accessed and it may be a route made to access the 
moorland to the west rather than being mining-related.  
The north-easternmost shaft here, which is on the line of 
the postulated sough and probably one of the last to be 
sunk in this immediate area, is partially overlain by the 

there is a slab-roofed recess which is about 1m high to a 
stone lintel and c. 1.5m long inside; this is said locally to 

were presumably taken down the shaft here for use in 
the lowest and latest workings in this part of the mine.  

elsewhere and would gratefully receive information from 
anyone who has.

Between the two halves of the colliery there is a c. 
200m-350m wide gap, in part with no recognised surface 
features, but also with an area immediately south of 
Knotbury Lee Farm where three mounds are uncertainly 

or faulting, or whether small shaft waste-heaps have 

close-spaced shafts near the stream, while the other ten 
shafts lie on a gently sloping and poorly drained shelf 

above.  There are the sites of two capped shafts with 
distinctive Coal Board concrete plinths where the waste-

on the shelf, can be remembered locally as having been 

shafts at the colliery open in the late 20th century when 
the remedial work was undertaken.  Somewhere in the 
same vicinity, probably further to the east near the trees 
that surround the roadside cottage, there is local memory 

with rubbish.  That six shafts are linked by three short 

much that took place to the north-west, with mining 
progressing north-eastwards as the original mining area 

the building of causeways took place from the second 
half of the 18th century onwards (Barnatt 2014).

Present: John Barnatt and Chris Heathcote
Reported: John Barnatt

Reference:
Barnatt, J. (2014) Coal Mining near Buxton: Thatch 

History 19.2, pp. 17-107.

Dovedale and Sparholes Rakes, Matlock 
Bath, Derbyshire, centred SK 2894 5843
On the north side of Coalpit Rake are two rakes running 
roughly parallel, Dovedale Rake and Sparholes Rake, 
with scrins connecting them.  These were discussed 

Devonshire Cavern (Barnatt & Worthington 2009) and 
a surface survey of the area published in this, but at the 
time none of the shafts were descended.  Following 
work to secure a shaft which descends into Devonshire 
Cavern, located in the garden of the house next to the 
footpath which leads up to the main entrance used today, 
investigation of the shafts higher up the hillside was 
begun.  This note is to provide an interim description 
of the workings found so far; thorough survey and 
recording needs to be undertaken.

out of the south side of Dovedale Rake and heading 
towards Coalpit Rake.  The ginging has partially 
collapsed but is around 1m deep in the surviving 
sections, the shaft originally would have been about 
0.75m diameter.  At about 3m deep, a level oriented 
roughly east-west crosses the shaft which has been 

directions but a smoke trail can be seen emerging from 

the workings beyond.  The shaft is choked at 7m depth.
The second shaft is located to the north, within a small 
belland yard, and is covered with a large steel plate 
resting on steel pipes; it seems likely this capping was 
done during the 1950s spar working on Coalpit Rake as 
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the uppermost shaft into Devonshire Cavern is capped in 
an identical manner.  The shaft is about 1m in diameter 

down it opens out slightly and there is a small stack 

point, and at 25m deep enters workings developed on a 
bedding plane dipping to the south.
A low winding passage, around 0.5m high, heads 
upwards from the shaft base following this bedding.  At 

can be followed back to the lower workings described 
below.  Continuing upwards, the passage divides in two, 

hand branch is wider.  After a few metres these rejoin 

roots are visible so the surface cannot be far away.
Returning to the shaft base, a steep rubble slope leads 
downwards to a roomier chamber, with the remains of 

have been smoked on the wall here, which perhaps 

suggests this was done during exploration by the spar 
miners working Coalpit Rake at this time.  The rubble 
slope continues down-dip into a further chamber, while 
a walking height passage heads west; the connection to 
the upper passage mentioned above comes out here.  A 

climb upwards leads to a continuation of the passage 

wheeled vehicle.
On Sparholes Rake, the workings are bisected by a now-
disused footpath.  On the upslope side, there is a cluster 
of shafts and an adit entrance near to a ruined coe.  The 
adit entrance leads to a small narrow stope around 20-
30m long, and connects with a 13m deep shaft open 

further east from the 13m deep shaft there is a small, 
twisting shaft more than 5m deep that has not been 
descended.

coe ruins.  The westernmost is 6m deep and at its base 

heads west with some stemple notches visible.  This 
ends after about 5m but doubles back on itself and drops 
down steeply over rubble into a stope on a parallel vein.  

to anyone who has visited Cumberland Cavern, smoked 
on the wall at point of connection. To the east there is 

A little to the east a 14m hading shaft passes through 
some stopes to the west that have not yet been explored.  
At the shaft base, a passage to the west goes for about 

connect with the workings above.  To the east, a low 

to the west but continues as a low crawl over deads 
to the east; this has also not yet been explored.  There 
was a strong draught and so this may connect to the 
easternmost shaft in the group which has not been 
descended at the time of writing.
To the south of the former footpath two shafts have been 

to a blockage with no passages or workings accessible.  

shaft in the side of a large hillock proved to be more 
interesting.  This shaft is 25m deep to a choke, about 

climbing holes.  About 10m down, the shaft intersects an 

is located on top of a clay wayboard.  A small steeply-
inclined passage heads upwards in the direction of the 
hillock top, but there is no obvious sign at surface of 
another shaft.  Below this point, the shaft is rectangular 

shaft on Dovedale Rake.

workings at the second shaft on Dovedale Rake.
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wayboard about 5m above the shaft base, and there is a 
garland picked into the shaft side, designed to channel 
water seeping in from above the wayboard.

Present at various times: Adam Russell, 
Martin Long, Scott Humphries, Arthur Wilson, 
John Wood, Alison Pryce, Phil Wolstenholme.

Reported by: Adam Russell
Reference:

Barnatt, J. & Worthington, T. (2009) Metal Mines 
through Time. Mining History 17.3, pp. 1-124.

Postscript: Shortly before going to press, Roger 

some of the shafts described above were 

PDMHS Bulletin Vol. 3 No. 6 “A Report 
on Nestus Mine and other shafts on the 
Heights of Abraham”. This will be taken 
into consideration for future work.

Adits in Bradford Dale, near Youlgreave, 
Derbyshire, SK 2089 6398 to SK 1990 6353
On the south side of Bradford Dale, there are several 
adits and other entrances between SK 2089 6398 and 
SK 2013 6389 that are accessible to a greater or lesser 
degree.
SK 2089 6395. An obvious cave entrance close to the 
footpath that heads south from the clapper bridge at 

(2008, p. 113) to be on Soft Rake. Although it closes 

continuation. This is on a low phreatic bedding plane 
passage following the line of the vein and there is a 

at the entrance. This has been done in recent years; 
John Barnatt recalls visiting this site some years ago at 
which time it was completely blocked with rubble. The 
entrance to Hollow Furlong Sough is believed to be at 
river level below the cave entrance but could not be 

located, the ground here appears to have been subject to 
disturbance in the past.
SK 2057 6393. An obvious 1.5m high opening in the 
rockface just above the footpath leads to a walking/
stooping height level that is roughly 100m long. At about 
30m in, there is a small stope with a possible capped/
choked shaft in the roof. About halfway along the level 

after about 20 metres. The right-hand branch passes over 

outbye side which looks to be a natural void and drops 
down several metres. The level continues onwards to 
a termination at a run-in, possibly a choked shaft base. 
There is a shaft marked on old Ordnance Survey maps 

un-named east-west vein here; this is at about the right 
distance from the adit entrance.  This is an area of rough 
ground with a pile of rocks at about the point the shaft is 
shown on the old maps, and so this could be a collapsed 
beehive.
SK 2041 6389. At a site marked on old Ordnance 

cut which was obviously once a level entrance. This has 
mostly run in, but a low crawl leads into the remains 
of the level; this was driven in highly shattered rock 
and now only extends for about 10m to a total collapse 
and the accessible section is in an unstable state. Some 
large fragments of calcite were noted among the rubble. 
There is the line of a vein coming down the daleside 
behind this area and it looks likely that there has been a 
landslip in the past along the line of the vein fault; this 
would explain the shattering of the rock in the level. At 
the dale bottom end of this vein, there is a drystone wall 
built on the outward side and close to this at around SK 
2036  6388 a low climb  leads into a small breakdown 
chamber about 5m long.
On the north-west side of the river, between 
SK 1998 6366 and SK 1990 6353, there are several 
features of interest.
SK 1996 6366. An arched level discharges at the head 
of a 40m long goit to the river, which is most likely to 
come from the now-demolished corn mill, discharges a 

from the river water being colder in summer and warmer 
in winter. Downstream springs that enter the river from 
the north have a similar temperature so the level must 
be discharging groundwater rather than river water 
from upstream; it is possible that the source is a sough 
from the Long Rake area. After about 20m there is a 

water has ponded up. The mill had a head goit from 
the next upstream dam and water would have entered 
the mill at height, suggesting the wheel was overshot 

not being used to provide power. However, if there was 
the pre-existing structure of a sough then this may have 

Figure 1: The arched level below the demolished 
Bradford Dale mill.
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SK 1989 6353. A low sloping entrance, up a short slope 
at the end of a cutting next to the mill head goit, was 
blocked by a large rock. This was capped and passed 
to a small chamber that appears largely natural with no 

way in does not appear to be the main entrance, so it is 

This cutting is directly opposite a trial openwork on the 

as Timperley vein. On the west side of the dale, above 
the entrance investigated, there is a line of hillocks in the 

Youlgreave road which appears to be on this line.
SK 1989 6353. Water emerges on the upstream side of 
the corn mill dam at a temperature similar to the arched 
level. A short dig was inconclusive as to whether this is 
a sough tail or another natural rising. Rieuwerts (2008, 
p. 113) shows the possible line of a vein trending west to 
Sellers Scrin. On the opposite side of the river is the tail 
of Timperley Sough.

Present: John Barnatt, John Gunn, Adam Russell, 

Phil Wolstenholme, Lisa Wootton.
Reported: Adam Russell & John Gunn

Reference:
Rieuwerts, J. (2008) Lead Mining in Derbyshire 2. 
Millers Dale to Alport and Dovedale. Ashbourne: 
Landmark.

Can you contribute to future editions of 
Observations and Discoveries ???

would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 44 Marsh Way, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9AD (01298 814726)

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 Email:  observations@pdmhs.com

Women and Girls at the Metal Mines 
of the UK and Ireland
As an inevitable consequence of researching women and 

various pieces of information about other areas in the 

members have been kind enough to send me additional 
references etc. over the years.

women and girls who worked in the mining industries 
outside of Cornwall, Devon and Somerset, which is now 
on our website at http://www.balmaiden.co.uk (under 

existing database, containing 30,000 names, for the 
South West is still available under Cornwall, Devon and 
Somerset.

additional information, corrections or ideas.  Covering 
such a wide area has meant that my coverage is very 
patchy, and about 50% is from secondary sources.  The 

information.  The references on the database give an idea 
of the resources already used.
This work is very incomplete – but maybe useful to 
someone!!  Named women and children in the database 
cover Derbyshire, Yorkshire, Northumberland, Durham, 

Anglesey, and Aidrie (copper); and South Wales, the 

Scotland (iron), along  with a few odd ones like gold and 
alum. The gathered text also includes other areas as well, 

please let me know via the website.
Many thanks.

Lynne Mayer

NAMHO 2018 AGM, and Spring 
Council Meeting
The next NAMHO Council Meeting and AGM will take 
place on Saturday the 24th of March 2018 starting at 
11am.  The venue will be The Pump Room, Peak District 
Lead Mining Museum, South Parade, Matlock Bath, 
DE4 3NR.  Meeting papers will be sent to nominated 
NAMHO Representatives before the meeting.

NAMHO Officers
Last year, the Association changed the rules so that any 
member of a constituent organisation may stand to be 

are Chairman, Deputy Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer 
and Editor.
All organisations need refreshing with new people and 

interested in standing for election.  The roles are not 

get more information or just talk about what is involved, 
please either email me on secretary@namho.org or phone 

We also need a new representative on the BCA Council.  
Steve Holding has been going to meetings on our behalf 
for quite some time, but he would now like to give up 
the role.  Meetings take place about four times per year 
and recent meetings have been at Alvechurch near the 

Peter Jackson, NAMHO Secretary
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New Members
Please welcome this satisfyingly large number of  new 
members who have recently joined the Society.

Neil & Gillian Anderson, BARNSLEY

Nigel Hallworth, PERRANPORTH

Steve & Helen Pearson Adams, CREWE
Alison Pryce, Welford, NORTHAMPTON

HEMPSTEAD
Ray Slack, Taddington, BUXTON
Sally & Andrew Underwood, FAREHAM
David G Wilbur. BAKEWELL

Society to be an enjoyable and rewarding experience, 
and that they will go on to take a full part in all the 
activities of the Society.

Keith Gregory
Membership Secretary

Book Review
Ironstone Mining in the Yorkshire Wolds

Squires.  Published by the Society for Lincolnshire 
History and Archaeology.  Paperback, 135 pages.

Lincoln, LN2 1LS (www.slha.org.uk)
This book describes three ironstone mines and a trial 
in the Caistor area of the Lincolnshire Wolds between 
Newark and Scunthorpe.  Lincolnshire is not well 
known as a mining county but for around a century it 
was a leading producer of ironstone, from these mines 
as well as those near Scunthorpe and Lincoln.  The 

the mines in 1968.  Little remains of the mines today.  
Geology, development and mining are all covered and 
information is provided on ownership, the miners, their 
social activities and recorded accidents.
The book is illustrated by contemporary photographs 
and plans, supplemented by recent images of the sites 
today.

the geological information (for example ooliths are 

of the plate captions but more correctly in the text, and 
the Chalk is ascribed to a Early Cretaceous age when it 
is Upper Cretaceous so only perhaps 40 million years 
out).  The mining method is described as a variant of 

sub-level block caving at one point, which it was not, 

made the description of the trial confusing.  While all 
relatively minor these errors detract from the book.
The quality of the photograph reproduction is not always 
good and some images are very dark and also quite 

larger and having improved reproduction.
This said, overall the book is an authoritative summary of 
the mines covered and is well worth reading by anyone 
with an interest in the mining in this rural county.

Richard Shaw

Pretoria Mine – a threat averted

throughout the Peak for any that could impact on mining 
remains.  Last year, something came in that could 

preserved underground sites, namely Pretoria Mine.
For some time now Lady Manners School has been 
wanting to redevelop the disused prefabs in the corner of 
the school grounds opposite Bank Top Farm, and plans 
had been drawn up for their demolition and replacement 

it would avoid the footprint of Pretoria Mine, naively 
assuming that consideration would have been given to 
the existence of a large underground void extending from 

During the summer we were contacted by Sirius 
Geotechnical, the consultants contracted for the 
development, to ask if we had a plan of the mine 

http://www.slha.org.uk
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look at the planning application.  This proved to be 

Tucked among the information in the geotechnical report 

the house plots then this could be dealt with by grouting.  

just whereabouts Pretoria Mine lay in relation to the 
proposed houses.
Taking the plan from the application and a copy of the 
recent mine survey done by John Barnatt and Terry 
Worthington (since published in Mining History 19:6), 

Worryingly, this showed that the six northernmost house 
plots overlaid the south-western corner of the Pretoria 
workings.

them a copy of the overlaid plan, and pointed out that 
any attempt to grout the area under these plots would 
require several thousand tons of concrete, at great 
expense, especially as the workings sloped down-dip 

highlighted the high archaeological importance of mine 
workings which had not been taken into consideration.  
Although a report on the heritage implications of the 
development had been included in the application 
documents, the consultants who had prepared this had 
only noted that the County Historic Environment Record 
(HER) mentioned Pretoria Mine was located over the 
road.  They had not pursued this further, otherwise they 
might have found the article by Roger Flindall and 

the extent of the workings.  By the time the application 
came in the new survey by Barnatt and Worthington was 
also in print but they were unaware of this.
Two other people needed to be immediately told of 
my concerns, one being Natalie Ward (development 
control archaeologist for the Peak District National 
Park Authority) and the other being John Barnatt.  John 

forward to Historic England for scheduling based on 
their underground interest; even though a decision 
has not yet been made on this it still needs to be taken 
into account when determining a planning application.  

drafted a letter opposing the application in its current 
form on grounds of damage to nationally-important mine 
workings, and suggested revising the plans.
Sirius asked for a site meeting to discuss matters, which 

meeting, they said that they were no longer considering 
grouting as a viable course of action but wanted to put 
several boreholes down, partly to investigate the nature 

exact location of the mine workings in relation to the 
surface and their depth underground.
This drilling took place in autumn last year, and during 
this one of the drilling rods became stuck when it hit the 
workings, leaving a new point of interest to the side on 
one of passages!  Following this, we were informed in 
late December that revised plans had been submitted.  
Whether the results of the drilling had proved 
unfavourable or the applicants had simply decided that 
the presence of the mine workings was too much of an 
unknown to deal with, the revision had removed the 
six house plots that overlaid the mine and substituted 

present for me, the threat of loss or damage to much of 
Pretoria Mine had subsided and all that remained was 

considered withdrawn.
Adam Russell

PDMHS Underground Exploration 
Group - Status Update

Group (UEG) was accepted as a member club of the 

public liability insurance scheme, giving a wide range of 

and mine exploration activities.
We currently have 25 members, with 11 taking the BCA 

to take part in the underground meets programme then 

never been underground before, as a free ‘try before you 

We have already run three successful underground 
trips into Dunsley Springs (Via Gellia), Mouldridge 
Mine (Pikehall) and Hollow Phinnis (Via Gellia), and 
are planning further trips (see the Meets Programme).  
Members are also advised to keep a close eye on the 
PDMHS website to view the latest updates on the trips 
in case circumstances change.
We also have a close association with the Masson 
Caving Group, and they occasionally organise trips to 
which we are invited as guests.  When we advertise these 
trips, or indeed any such trips organised by a third party, 
members should be aware that the UEG Committee have 
not played any part in the organisation of these trips, 
and as such cannot comment on the organisation nor 

circumstances members should contact the organising 
party directly for further details.
For any questions, trip suggestions or guidance please 
contact us via ueg@pdmhs.com

Martin Long,
UEG Secretary.
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There’s a Hole in my Bucket…
Imagine the situation:  Maxine Hall, the Mining 
Museum manager, is about to demonstrate the 

audience of youngsters.  She winds the handle, the 
chain rattles, but no water comes forth!

The tank had sprung a leak and all the water had 
disappeared.

The usual crew of volunteers sprang (no, creaked!) 
into action.  They baled out what little water was left, 
and then dug out the six inches of sludge that had 
accumulated over the last 30 years.  They found two 

on roofs.  Then they found some larger holes in the 

repairing a Dagenham Dustbin! (Alias a Ford Cortina, 
for the beneýt of the uninitiated).  The inside of the 
whole tank was repainted with thick bitumastic paint 

Not for long, though.  Water still disappeared, we 
know not where.  More drastic repairs were required.  

in mind the health and safety implications of working 

tank, but to install a steel liner.  Stainless steel was too 

(the liner would have warped during the galvanising 

liner for us.

Magpie Mine, where it was given four coats of two-
part epoxy resin paint.  Meanwhile, at the Museum, 
the pump mechanism and its supporting structure 
was removed from the tank, and the safety hand rails 
removed.  The new liner was manhandled into place 
over the pit, a lifting frame constructed from two tower 

gap between the tank and liner (less than two inches 

support the hand rails, and the pump pipe re-installed.  
The pump mechanism is away for overhaul at the 
moment, but we hope to have it back in place before the 
Museum goes onto its summer opening times.

Thanks are due to all the volunteers involved – Norman 
Birkett, Andy Gillings, John Glover, Keith Gregory, 
Les Riley, Arthur Wilson, Robin Hall, Maxine Hall and 
Clare Herbert.

Andy Gillings

PDMHS Newsletter, July 2018
The deadline for the July 2018 edition of the Newsletter 
is Friday the 1st of June 2018.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, , NN9 5YX
 Telephone: 01933 675428
 Email: newsletter@pdmhs.com

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee
Registered Charity No 504662

Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR Tel: 01629 583834
Web Sites:
Society: www.pdmhs.co.uk
Museum: www.peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk/
The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided 
that acknowledgment is made of the source.
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 

Society.

Norman Birkett, John Glover (hidden) and Arthur 
Wilson setting up the lifting gear ready to drop the 
new liner into the hole. Photo: Andy Gillings
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