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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

Membership Renewal 2018 - 2019
Members are reminded that their membership will be 
due for renewal on the 1st of September 2018.
Subscriptions for 2018 - 2019 will be as follows:-
 Individual Member: £25.00 
 Joint Members: £27.00 
 Family Members: £29.00 
 Institutional Member: £35.00
A Membership Renewal Form is included with this 
Newsletter, please respond promptly.  You can also 
pay your subscription by Bank Transfer, using the 
Membership Number on your Newsletter mailing label 
as reference.  Please confirm your renewal by email to 
membership@pdmhs.com and treasurer@pdmhs.com.
Please refer to the Renewal Form for full details.

Keith Gregory

Heritage Open Day, Magpie Mine
Heritage Open Day has become a well-established 
feature on the Society’s calendar.  This year’s event will 
take place on Sunday the 16th of September 2018 at 
Magpie Mine.  As usual, we will be providing guided 
tours of the site for anyone and everyone.  If you’ve never 

visited Magpie Mine, or if you’ve been before but were 
disappointed that there was no-one there to explain the 
fascinating history of the mine, of the years of boom and 
bust, the alleged murders and the ‘Widow’s Curse’, then 
now’s your opportunity.  Tours start at 11:00am and will 
run as required until 4:00pm.  There’s no need to book, 
and if you have to wait a little while, there’ll be free tea 
or coffee, a sales table and a variety of displays to occupy 
your time.  Entry is free, but donations towards the 
upkeep of the site will be welcomed.
If you have been before, you’ll know how successful 
these events are.  Despite poor weather, we had over 
300 visitors last year, so we want all the help we can get 
to make sure things go smoothly.  Not only do we need 
people as guides, but also to serve refreshments, act 
as car park attendants, put out signage, and generally 
keep our visitors occupied and entertained.  We also 
need help the Sunday before (9th September) to make 
the site clean and tidy.  If you have the opportunity to 
distribute advertising posters, let us know and we’ll get 
some posters to you.  Please contact Andy Gillings (tel: 
0115 963 5497, e-mail: squarechimney@pdmhs.com) if 
you can help in any way, or for more information about 
the event.

Andy Gillings

PDMHS Privacy Statement
This statement is drafted to comply with the General Data Protection Regulation 2018 (GDPR).  Members should note 
that the requirements of the GDPR do not require any change in the Society’s policies or practices compared to the 
preceding Data Protection Act 1988.
The GDPR requires the Society to clearly state the “Legal Basis” for its obtaining, holding and using personal data.  By 
becoming a member of the Society you enter into a contract with the Society in which you agree to pay a subscription 
to the Society and abide by the conditions of membership, and the Society agrees to provide to you the benefits of 
membership, such as publications, free access to the Peak District Lead Mining Museum, field trips and access to the 
privileged members’ area of the website.
Article 6(1)(b) of the GDPR states that “processing is necessary for the performance of a contract to which the data 
subject is party or in order to take steps at the request of the data subject prior to entering into a contract”.  The Society’s 
Legal Basis is as under this Article.
Consequently, as we need this data for performance of the contract, members are not required to give explicit consent for 
such use of their data, and also cannot object to or prevent its use without terminating their membership.  Members have 
the right to request a copy of the data held on them, to have errors in the data corrected, and to request deletion of the 
data after the termination of their membership.
The personal data, defined as data by which an individual may be identified, held by the Society consists of the names of 
members including both adult members and any under 18 members in Joint or Family membership, postal addresses, 
and telephone numbers and email addresses (if provided by the member).  No data which is classified as “Sensitive” or 
“Special Category Data” by the GDPR is held by the Society.

Steve Thompson
Hon. Secretary
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Meets Programme, July to 
September 2018
We have a good programme of meets arranged for the 
coming months, and we will continue to add walks and 
underground trips to the website on a regular basis at
www.pdmhs.co.uk/peak-district-mining-heritage-walks/

so do keep checking there.  Because many of these 
meets are arranged at relatively short notice, they cannot 
be included in the Newsletter.  By posting details on 
the website we can add images and links to further 
information, and post any changes or cancellations.
Even if walks do not require advance booking, if you 
email us at meets@pdmhs.com to let us know you are 
interested we will be able to contact you directly if the 
walk is cancelled or there is any change due to adverse 
weather conditions etc.
Underground meets are intended primarily for members 
of the PDMHS Underground Exploration Group (UEG).  
Guests who have current BCA Caving Insurance are 
welcome to join these meets at the discretion of the 
leader.  Free temporary insurance is available for up to 
three trips for those wanting to give it a try.

Underground Trip: Jugholes
Tuesday July 17th 2018:  Leader: Richard Finnigan, meet 
at 19:00 in the lay-by on Salters Lane, Matlock.
8 places available.
This easy trip into the Jugholes system is suitable for 
novices, there are some climbs and traverses but these 
will be roped up. Along the way, some large natural 
caverns that have been emptied by lead miners will be 
visited, along with fine examples of 17th century miner’s 
graffiti and more recent remains left by 20th century 
fluorspar miners. Optional drinks afterwards in a hostelry 
in either Winster or Bonsall.

Underground Trip: Owlet Hole Mine
Tuesday August 14th 2018:  Leader: Adam Russell, meet 
at 19:00 at the Mining Museum. 8 places available.
This easy trip will visit Owlet Hole Mine, a small 
but interesting site above Temple Mine which shows 
evidence of mining from the 17th century through to 
modern times. The trip is suitable for novices, it will 
involve a climb on a fixed ladder but this will be roped up 
if required. Optional drinks in the Fishpond afterwards.

Heritage Walk: Chelmorton Low
Tuesday August 28th 2018:  Leader: Adam Russell, meet 
at 19:00 outside the Church Inn, Chelmorton.
This short walk is a re-run of the one scheduled for 
April which was rained off, and will visit sites of interest 
on Chelmorton Low, including a number of mines,  
prehistoric barrows, and limekilns, as well as taking in 
some fine views. It will involve ascents and descents on 
steep slopes so please wear suitable footwear, though 
hopefully this time the ground will be dry! Optional 
drinks afterwards in the Church Inn.

Underground Trip: Goodluck Mine, Via 
Gellia
Tuesday 11th September 2018:  Leaders: Paul Chandler 
and a GLMPC Member.
An Evening trip by courtesy of the Goodluck Mine 
Preservation Club (GLMPC). An opportunity to explore 
this fascinating old lead mine which is full of interest.
Two trips will be on offer: An easy walk around trip, 
which will explore the quite extensive ‘visitor route’ in 
the mine, and a more adventurous trip exploring the 
workings off the visitor route.
BCA Insurance is essential for the adventurous trip, but 
optional for the easy trip. Brief details are as follows:-
Adventurous Trip:  Leader: A GLMPC member.
Climbing lots of fixed ladders, crawly bits, etc., No SRT.
Easy Trip. Leader: Paul Chandler.
All walking or stooping size passages. Dry, apart from 
puddles and drips, muddy underfoot in places. Boiler 
suit or old clothes are fine for the easy trip. 
Both trips will be of approximately two hours, and it is 
worth bringing a camera.
A maximum of ten places are available, and priority 
will be given to Society members who have not visited 
Goodluck Mine before.
A small donation towards the upkeep of the mine would 
be welcome. To book your place(s), and get meeting 
details please contact Paul, either by email: meets@
pdmhs.com or by phone on 01246.220773, stating your 
trip preference when booking.
Optional drink in the local area after the trip.

Underground Trip: Holmebank Chert 
Mine, Bakewell
Tuesday 25th September 2018:  Leader: Paul Chandler, 
meet at 7.15pm in Holme Lane, Bakewell, parking on the 
lane.
Another opportunity for Society members, and guests 
to explore this interesting, quite extensive mine, with 
around five miles of passages. An ideal trip for novices 
and also of interest to experienced explorers.
It is an easy grade, dry trip and a boiler suit or old clothes 
will be fine. Mostly large, walking or stooping size 
passages and easy scrambles.
The popular through trip is planned, exiting via the 
quarry entrance. It is well worth bringing a camera as it 
is quite a photogenic mine.
The party size is not limited, but booking is advisable by 
contacting Paul, either by email: meets@pdmhs.com or 
by phone on 01246 220773.
Access is by permission of Oldfield Design, Bakewell.
Optional drink in the local area after the trip.

References:
PDMHS Mining History Vol.13, No.5 (1998) 
and Vol.19, No.6 (2017).
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Helmets and Cap lamps available for hire.
If you would like to borrow a cap lamp and helmet for 
yourself and/or a guest or guests for either of the two trips 
above, please contact Paul Chandler as above. A limited 
number of cap lamps, helmets and other equipment are 
available for a nominal cost, e.g. a pint at the pub!

Barmote Court Walk: Monyash area
Sunday September 30th 2018:  Leader: Adam Russell, 
meet at 10:00 by the Market Cross, Monyash.
This walk, timed to be as close as possible to the date 
of the Autumn High Peak Barmote Court, will have a 
general theme of mining law and disputes. It will visit the 
ancient and extensive workings on Whalf Pipe, crossing 
over to Flagg then from there crossing into Ashford 
Liberty to view Highlow and Hard Rake. We will then 
return to Monyash, passing Greensward Rake on the way, 
and call in at the churchyard to view the grave of Charles 
Millington, last of the independent Peak lead miners.
The walk will in end the Bull’s Head Inn, where the Great 
Barmote Court of the High Peak met, to partake of ale 
in the traditional manner, though perhaps not in the 
traditional quantities!

Future Walks
We are currently planning other walks for July and 
August, which will be announced on the website once the 
details have been finalised. They will hopefully include:-

• Coombs Dale, Stoney Middleton
• Eccleshall Woods, Sheffield.

Chris James
Meets Coordinator

NAMHO Conference 2018
The Conference was held in the Forest of Dean, at 
Parkend, and was themed on the Mines, Mining and 
Miners of the Forest who were once described as “A law 
unto themselves”…

The Forest is notable as being one of two areas in the UK, 
along with the Peak, where ancient miners’ rights are 
protected.  A “Free Miner” in the Forest must have been 
born within a specified area and have worked in a mine 
for a year and a day.

The lecture programme included topics about the coal 
and iron mines  and also covered the geology, trade 
unions, firesetting, early railways, bats, mine steam 
engines, and comparisons with mining in the USA.  
This was a  varied  and entertaining programme.  The 
underground trips programme offered visits to iron, coal, 
stone and an alleged gold mine.  I visited two coal mines 
including one being worked by a group of Free Miners 
- they are working to maintain the mining traditions 
and knowledge of the Forest which might assure the 
continuity of the ancient rights.  I also descended the 

65 metre/212 foot Robin Hood iron mine shaft via Paul 
Thorne’s winch.  This mine was worked for ferric (iron) 
oxide ores from limestone, which were marketed as 
colouring materials.  They are seen as vivid crimson and 
red layers and splotches in the altered limestone.  The 
visible geology of these ore deposits is fascinating. 

Similarly interesting was a trip into Bailey Level 
which is driven into a syncline, dipping at 35 degrees, 
through Devonian strata including red and green marls 
and quartz conglomerate.  The quartz conglomerate 
was once the target of a speculative gold mine share 
selling operation.  The mine team provided a surface 
demonstration of rock drilling, air shovel loading (Eimco 
12B) and an Eimco compressed air locomotive.  This site 
is well worth a visit on an Open Day - operating as the 
Lea Bailey light railway http://www.lblr.fod.uk.

The Conference hog-roast dinner was held underground 
in the Clearwell Caves show cave  http://www.
clearwellcaves.com  and was described as a “Faddle” - 
which broadly translates as “food and drink”.  Locally 
brewed beer and cider was exhaustively tested.

If you have never been to a NAMHO Conference I can 
recommend them for the lectures, the guided trips and 
the opportunity to network and socialise with members 
of UK mining groups.

Bunkhouse beds  and camp sites are usually available and 
more luxurious accommodation can usually be found 
thereabouts.  This year the climate was also helpful with 
clear skies and temperatures up to 28 degrees.

David Hardwick chaired the organising committee  from 
the Gloucester Speleological Society, Hades Caving 
Club, Royal Forest of Dean Caving Club, and the South 
Gloucestershire Mines Research Group.

Peter Jackson
PDMHS NAMHO Representative

NAMHO AGM News
At the NAMHO Annual General Meeting in March the 
following officers were elected:-

Chairman: Nigel Dibben
Vice Chairman Roy Fellows
Secretary Warren Allison
Treasurer Steve Holding
Newsletter Editor Roy Meldrum

We are always looking for new people to be involved in 
the operation of NAMHO. 
If you would like to know more, please phone or email,   
I can be contacted on 01388527532 or by email at namho.
rep@pdmhs.com

Peter Jackson
PDMHS NAMHO Representative

http://www.lblr.fod.uk
http://www.clearwellcaves.com
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 65
A crucible lid found at the site of a 16th to 
18th century lead smelting mill at Calver 
Corn Mill.
Willies (1989) surveyed Calver Corn Mill at SK 244 744 
(not the larger cotton mill beside the River Derwent) 
during its rebuilding and researched its history.  He 
identified that the Corn Mill was built on the site of a 
lead smelting mill.  Further assessment was provided 
by Crosley and Kiernan when reporting their work 
on Derbyshire ore hearths (1992).  Ann Hall has been 
researching the lives of the corn millers and in the 
process has identified supplementary information related 
to its lead smelting history.

An artefact from the mill site
During a Longstone Local History Group site visit to 
the Corn Mill in 2013 the owner of an adjacent piece of 
land showed members a heavily vitrified ceramic disc 
which had been uncovered in his garden over 50 years 
before.  The disc, then of unknown function, was found 
together with a lump of lead slag in a small bank next to 
the Calver New (Brightside) Sough which has fed water 
to drive the mill wheel since the late 1750s (Rieuwerts 
2007).  Both items appeared to be related to the earlier 
lead smelting on the site.  It was not until 2016, during a 
visit to Abbeydale Industrial Hamlet, that the similarity 
between the Calver Mill disc and steel melting crucible 
lids was recognised.  A chance discussion with Roger 
Doonan at the Hamlet in 2017 led to an investigation 
into the deposits on the disc surface and the possible 
function of the artefact.
The disc is 23 cm diameter and 4 cm high with a slightly 
domed upper face and a flat lower face (Plates 1, 2), 
with the appearance and dimensions very similar to 

lids used in making crucible steel in Britain from the 
mid-18th century onwards.  It is made of ganister-rich 
clay and is heavily vitrified across all surfaces.  The 
vitrification ranges in colour from dark grey to dark 
red and most likely relates to iron minerals in various 
states of oxidation and, possibly, the presence of deposits 
derived from lead-ore processing.  So as to establish any 
association with lead metallurgy a campaign of non-
destructive surface analysis was undertaken.
X-ray fluorescence spectrometry was carried out using 
a Niton XLT3 hand-held unit by Louis-Olivier Lortie.  
Analyses were undertaken in Mining mode with filter 
times of Main-30s, Low-30s and High-30s.  Prior to 
analysis the surface of the lid was cleaned to ensure that 
no remnants of soil were present which might influence 
the analyses.  A total of eight readings were taken across 
lid and for comparison a control lid recovered from 
excavations in Sheffield was analysed (Figure 1).

Lead is variably distributed across the Calver lid with 
levels ranging from 36-453ppm.  On the bottom of the 
lid there is an area extending over 30mm that routinely 
gave readings above 300ppm.  In contrast, the Sheffield 
lid returned no values above 73ppm.  The relatively 
elevated levels of lead in the Calver lid might point 
towards an association with lead metallurgy but at the 
levels recorded it is unlikely that the lid was in direct 
contact with molten lead or related processes for any 
extended period of time.  It should be noted that surface 
analyses should not necessarily be seen as indicative of Plate 1:  The Calver Mill crucible lid – top view.

Plate 2:  The Calver Mill crucible lid – side view.

Figure 1:  Graph showing Max, Min, Mean Average (X) 
and Median values for Calver and Sheffield Lid Analyses.

Relative lead levels (ppm) for Calver (left) and 
Sheffield (right) crucible lids.
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Figure 1: The relative lead levels from the Calver 
crucible lid and another from Sheffield.
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bulk composition. In the case of the Calver lid, analyses 
are best seen as suggesting an unspecific association with 
a lead processing environment rather than indicating a 
specific metallurgical function.
The lid may have reached Calver by some coincidence 
unrelated to lead smelting or steel melting on site.  
However, the modestly elevated levels of lead combined 
with the location of its discovery suggest the possible 
reuse of a steel making crucible from elsewhere in 
some element of lead smelting operations in the 18th 
century.  It may be that the crucible lid was used when 
small quantities of lead ore or slag were heated in a 
crucible during testing or other assay-like activities.  
Alternatively the oxidised iron minerals on the surface 
may perhaps have been derived from contaminating iron 
ore which is occasionally found with Derbyshire lead 
ores, which in turn would suggest the possibility that the 
crucible lid was only ever associated with lead smelting. 
However, iron minerals are usually found in Derbyshire 
mineral deposit contexts in very small quantities, with 
the exception of some veins around Hartington that 
are unlikely to have been taken to Calver, and thus this 
explanation seems unlikely.
There is a lidless crucible on display in the Peak District 
Lead Mining Museum, Matlock, of similar size and 
form to iron melting crucibles found at the Abbeydale 
Industrial Hamlet, Sheffield, albeit without the typical 
in-curved lip.  Any suggestion that the Calver lid had 
a possible function related to this crucible has been 
discounted because the lidless crucible came from a 
copper smelting site.

The dating of the corn mill buildings
The earliest record for a corn mill on this site is from an 
Assignment of Lease document dated 1794 concerning 
‘a small plot in Calver formerly the site of a smelting mill 
containing an acre and a half as it was when marked out 
for erecting a water corn mill’ (DRO:  D7676/BagC/2606.  
).  This suggests that the corn mill was built and 
operating prior to this date.  The pre-existing smelting 
mill was described as “tumbling down” in 1772 and it 
closed in 1773, which makes the building of the corn mill 
likely to have been between 1773 and 1794.  Therefore, 
its use for lead ore processing was limited to the 16th to 
18th centuries and the building of the new corn mill on 
the site was earlier than the 19th century date postulated 
by Willies.

Observations
Future studies may wish to consider the use of 
geochemical survey to locate activity areas associated 
with lead processing.  The results may offer an interesting 
contrast with current understandings of the site 
architecture and existing documentation.
We hope that PDMHS members may have further 
insights into the discovery of an artefact usually 
identified with steel making being incongruously 
uncovered at a lead smelting site.  Maybe a connection 
between smelting of lead and steel working has been 

recognised in the past.  If members with further 
information care to contact Ann Hall another note will 
be written to the newsletter with their comments.

Reported: Ann Hall, Roger C Doonan 
and Louis-Olivier Lortie

Contacts:
Ann Hall, Riverside House Calver Road Baslow, 
Bakewell DE45 1RR.
Roger C Doonan and Louis-Olivier Lortie, The 
Department of Archaeology, The University of 
Sheffield, Sheffield S1 3NJ.
or:  by email to newsletter@pdmhs.com indicating 
to whom you wish the message to be forwarded.

Acknowledgements:
Thanks to Matt Hall, Robin Hall, Clare Herbert and 
John Barnatt for useful discussions, and to Mr G A 
Shepherd, the owner of the lid, for allowing its use in 
this study.

References:
Derbyshire Record Office, Bagshaw Collection: 
D7676/BagC/2606.
Crossley, D. and Kiernan, D. (1992) The lead-
smelting mills of Derbyshire. Derbyshire 
Archaeological Journal 112, pp. 6-47.
Rieuwerts, J. H. (2007) Lead Mining in Derbyshire: 
History, Development & Drainage. 1. Castleton to 
the River Wye. pp. 152-53.
Willies, L. (1989) Calver Mill. PDMHS Bulletin 10.5, 
pp. 276-279.

Recent Mining Artefact Finds in ‘Son of 
Longcliffe’, Castleton, SK 14156 82502
The description of artefacts found in the Longcliffe 
Mine excavation published in the previous issue 
(Wolstenholme 2018a) purposely left out any items 
found within the adjacent ‘Son of Longcliffe’ dig and 
exploration, which took place over the winter of 2016-
17 by the same team from the Technical Speleological 
Group (Wolstenholme 2017; 2018b).  The passages 
discovered have now been shown to be another, 
disconnected set of workings within the Longcliffe 
complex, presently separated by a collapse of deads 
beneath the floor of the east chamber within the ‘original’ 
Longcliffe site.
The entrance shaft to the mine, 9m deep and backfilled 
with deads to within 3m of surface gave up only one 
artefact - a sledgehammer of uncertain date that, owing 
to its extremely well-preserved condition with several 
inches of a non-rotted wooden handle remaining, may 
be relatively modern.  Comparison with a more modern 
sledgehammer showed little difference in the head design, 
but the fact that it was buried beneath many metres of 
rubble is a puzzle, unless the shaft was perhaps filled in 
the early 20th century by a farmer for safety reasons.
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Once inside the mine, several artefacts were immediately 
discovered in the large, mainly natural passage to the 
east of the entrance shaft base; this passage once opened 
out onto the west flank of Cowlow Nick and seems to 
have been used as a dressing-area, as indicated by the 
large piles of mineral gravel within.  A timber ‘object’, 
unidentifiable owing to collapse, sat on the floor near 
an excavated floor-hole, indicating it could perhaps 
have once been part of a hauling system.  Within this 
collapse were two iron tacks and a very large iron nail of 
rectangular section.  On the floor nearby was a tapered 
metal spike, probably a shothole ‘pricker’ used for 
creating the fuse-hole through the stemming.
The most interesting finds were three wrought iron 
objects shaped like a ‘m’, with the base of each leg having 
a sharpened point, clearly intended to be hammered 
into timber.  Initial assumptions were rope-guides on 
a windlass, but another suggestion (Dave Penney, pers. 
comm.) was for catches on the drum of a rag-and-chain 
pump, for hooking each bucket or rag-ball on the chain 
as they were drawn up the pipe.  The adjacent and 
always-full water pool, though choked with boulders 
now, could have once been deeper, and a pump of this 
design could easily have been employed here, perhaps to 
remove excess water in wet weather.

The top passage at the west end meets a shallow internal 
shaft of about 9m, with several doglegs and large ledges 
within.  On one of these ledges was an iron saucepan, 
with an upturned handle, and a small cup standing inside 
it, almost certainly used for drinking-water owing to 
the small measure.  At the base of the shaft, laid along 
the steeply-sloping passage below it, were several long 
timbers, two with holes drilled regularly along them every 

few cm; it is assumed that these were placed here merely 
to facilitate dragging of corves or kibbles to the base of 
the shaft as they are too long to fit anywhere nearby; what 
their original purpose was is unclear.  A few rusty chain-
links and further large nails were also found here.

The only other artefact found was a rectangle of cloth 
or leather, too decomposed to be moved, on a tiny ledge 
near the base of the sloping passage.
More recently, sections of a leather belt with a metal 
buckle, pictured in Plate 5, were discovered in the 
backfill in Longcliffe Mine.

Plate 3: Two of the ‘m’-shaped iron objects from ‘Son 
of Longcliffe’.

Photo Phil Wolstenholme

Plate 4: One of the timber planks with drilled holes 
from ‘Son of Longcliffe’.

Photo Richard Shaw

Plate 5: The sections of leather belt, and two views of 
the buckle, recently found in Longcliffe Mine.

Photos Charley Cooley
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As with the Longcliffe artefacts, all the movable ones 
have been given to Rachael Hall, archaeologist with 
the National Trust, the landowner, for analysis and 
recording.

Reported: Phil Wolstenholme
References:

Wolstenholme, P. (2017) ‘Son of Longcliffe’ – An 
Unexpected and Dramatic Diversion. The Journal of 
the Technical Speleological Group 19, pp. 169-178.
Wolstenholme, P. (2018a) Recent Mining Artefact 
Finds in Longcliffe Mine, Castleton, PDMHS 
Newsletter 16, p. 4.
Wolstenholme, P. (2018b) The Son of Longcliffe. 
Descent 261, pp. 34-36.

Blake Edge Sough
During present research concerning the lead mines near 
Eyam (Heathcote, in prep.) a solitary and intriguing 
entry found within the mineral accounts of Richard 
Bagshawe of Castleton states the following: July 9th 1713. 
‘To Cattels recd. of T. Eyre on acct. of Blake Edge Sough. 
£ 3/10/-’ (John Rylands: Bagshawe 12/1/60).
This writer is only aware of one location named as Blake 
Edge (also known as Black Edge).  This is at SK 061 771 
which is to the north of Buxton and is the eastern edge 
of the Combs Moss plateau.  It is known that relatively 
small scale shallow coal mining took place upon this 
high moorland area in the 18th century and probably 
before (Barnatt 2014, p. 97; Heathcote 2006).  Whether 
a shallow sough was driven west beneath Blake Edge to 
drain the coal workings remains unknown but does seem 
rather unlikely although not impossible.
Searching for an alternative location, located at SK 158 
778 to the west of Tideslow Rake is Rising Sun Farm.  
In 1898 this farm was known as Blackedge Farm, as 
shown on the Ordnance Survey map (Derbyshire sheet 
XVI - 5).  Is Blake Edge Sough an alternative name for a 
sough draining the mines upon Tideslow Rake? Richard 
Bagshawe of Castleton certainly held shares in mines 
upon the rake in the early 1700s, to name a few, White 
Rake Tidsloe (John Rylands: Bagshawe 12/1/60), Upper 
Cross Coe, Old Cross Coe, New Cross Coe and Nether 
Swallow (Sheffield Archive: OD 1505).
If any reader can give more information or thoughts 
regarding Blake Edge Sough the writer would be very 
interested to hear from you.

Reported: Chris Heathcote
References:

Barnatt, J. (2014) Coal Mining near Buxton: Thatch 
March, Orchard Common and Goyts Moss. Mining 
History 19.2, pp. 17-107. 
Heathcote, C.D. (2006)  Coal Mining around 
Chapel-en-le-Frith, north-west Derbyshire. Mining 
History 16.4, pp. 6-8.
Heathcote, C.D. (in prep.) A History and Gazetteer 
of the Lead Mines on Eyam Edge. Derbyshire: 
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John Rylands University Library. Manchester: 
Bagshawe Muniments 12/1/60, Mineral accounts of 
Richard Bagshawe of Castleton. 1709 - 1715
Sheffield Archives: Oakes Deeds 1505, Several small 
bundles of accounts for sundry mines 1720s - 1750s.

Can you contribute to future editions of 
Observations and Discoveries ???
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 44 Marsh Way, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9AD (01298 814726)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 Email:  observations@pdmhs.com

Letter to the Editor
Hillock above Silver Eye Mine
In Observations and Discoveries part 60 (April 2017), I 
reported on a site adjacent to the footpath from the Via 
Gellia up to Middleton-by-Wirksworth which had an 
interesting coe, with sections either side of a shaft atop a 
large hillock.  Unfortunately, the shaft had run in and had 
the potential for further collapse, and so I reported it to 
Derbyshire County Council as a potential hazard to the 
general public.  David Wormsley phoned me recently to 
let me know that the shaft had been capped, presumably 
by the landowner, but the coe had been levelled as part of 
this capping.  Shortly afterwards I visited myself to assess 
what had been lost.
Although the majority of the hillock had not been 
touched, the area of the coe around the collapsed shaft 
had been bulldozed, possibly to fill in the collapse crater, 
and concrete beams placed across the site of the shaft.  I’d 
made a sketch plan of the complete site on my previous 
visit and thought that I’d photographed it as well.  On 
searching through my records all I could find were a 
couple of shots looking into the collapsed shaft, and it 
seems I had forgotten to take any shots of the wider site.  
So, if any Society members have photographs of this site 
taken before the capping works and in particular, of the 
coe, I would be very grateful if they could supply me with 
a copy for my records.

Adam Russell

New Members
Please welcome these new members who have recently 
joined the Society.

Sarah Jane Cottrell, & Family, BUXTON
Peter & Beth Knight, NEW MILLS
Tim Rogers and Fiona Morris, DERBY
Robert Toplis, MATLOCK
Francis Wilkins, ASHBOURNE

We hope they will all find their membership of the 
Society to be an enjoyable and rewarding experience.

Keith Gregory, Membership Secretary
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The Magpie Smithy Roof Saga
The story starts in late summer 2016.  Our Natural 
England (NE) advisor, Ben Rodgers, suggested that 
grants may be available to complete further repair work 
as outlined in the Magpie Management Plan.  Did we 
have a “Wish List”?
We mulled the question over for a couple of weeks 
and finally decided that one item that stood head and 
shoulders above any other was the need to re-roof the 
Smithy.
This is the main functioning building on the site where 
we base ourselves to undertake much of the work we do 
on the remainder of Magpie.
The main roof timbers are in need of inspection 
and probable repair, the South side stone slates need 
repairing and matching slates should be fitted on the 
North side, the whole of the felt requires replacement 
and the chimney on the smithy needs re-pointing.  We 
guestimated that the cost could about 17-18 thousand  
pounds.  Ben duly put this on the list to DEFRA.
Time went on and we had almost forgotten the idea 
when in late June 2017 Ben e-mailed and announced we 
had been successful in obtaining funding from DEFRA 
but (there is always a”but”.) the work had to be completed 
by the 31st of March 2018 and then the fun really started.
Revised tenders for the work needed to be drafted and 
prices obtained for the work.  People not fully in the 
know said the job would need Schedule Monument 
Consent (even though the Agent’s House & Smithy are 
Specifically Excluded from the listing) and probably 
Planning Consent.  This was not necessary.
It was suggested by our contract advisor Weston 
Allison Wright (WAW) that best approach would be to 
discuss the project with Historic England (HE).  In the 
meanwhile it was discovered that if we were going to 
use new stone for the roof we might have to wait up to 
two years for delivery.  Following discussion with Tim 
Allen (HE Inspector) he suggested to repair the roof 
on the North side with concrete tiles as had been used 
when it was repaired in the 50s and replace any damaged 
stone slates on the South as small quantities are usually 
available and their provenance is sound.
Natural England supported this but said we could not 
use felt as this was not allowed by them.  We were also 
required to carry out a second “Bat Survey” as evidence 
had been seen in the original survey of bat activity.
Conservation Constructions were instructed to carry out 
a re-survey in January 2018 and their subsequent report 
indicated that now was the right time to undertake the 
work because it was a transient summer roost.  But we 
must use bitumen felt as to leave this off would require 
a Licence and this could not be granted in  time for 
contract completion in March.  NE accepted this.
WAW in the meanwhile had obtained five quotes  for the 
agreed repairs which could complete in the time frame.  
The company finally chosen, Martin-Brookes Ltd, was a 
roofing company based in Sheffield with wide experience  
in work on historic buildings.

The contract would start with erection of the scaffolding 
and safety fencing at the end of February and be 
completed by the need of March.  However Nature 
took over the and the “Beast from the East” delayed 
the scaffolding by a week, several  snowfalls and strong 
winds and rain also held up the job.  The two roofers  
were made of stern stuff and the job progressed with very 
little upset to the interior of the building, and very little 
snow or rain entered.
Much of the work was finished by the due date and an 
invoice was submitted which was paid by the Society and 
we have received our money from NE.  The work was 
finally completed in late April and the final invoices have 
been paid and claims submitted.
The new roof looks excellent and will probably last for 
100 years, it matches the Agent’s house roof well and 
does not obviously look new.
The Society acknowledges the support we have received 
from all concerned and feel that they, like us, consider 
that Magpie is a rather special place and worthy of 
support.

Mike Luff

The ‘Beast from the East’ hits 
Magpie Mine
No doubt everyone has a tale to tell about the effects 
of the severe weather that hit the UK at the beginning 
of March.  Magpie Mine was cut off by snow drifts for 
several days, and work on repairing the Smithy roof (see 
above) was delayed and interrupted for two weeks.
The extreme cold also took its toll, with no less than three 
water pipes burst.  Perhaps it is not surprising that two 
of them were in the outside toilet, and these were easily 
repaired.  However, the third one was hidden behind the 
newly tiled walls of the Agent’s House Shower.  Rather 
than stripping off the tiles, (they would never go back 
the same,) we have opted to run replacement pipes on 
the surface.  This may not look as pretty, but at least if we 
get a problem in the future, we can see the problem, and 
repairs should be easier.
Unfortunately, time spent on repairing burst pipes means 
less time for attending to other maintenance work at 
Magpie.  These incidents show just how important it is, 
not just to turn off the water supplies in cold weather, but 
to make sure the systems are drained down so that no 
water is left in the pipes.
There were also heavy snowfalls inside the Long Engine 
House and the adjacent lean-to.  The 2014 Management 
Plan for Magpie Mine had already identified the need for 
repairs to the roofs of these buildings, and such repairs 
are likely to form part of our next big project at Magpie.

Andy Gillings

A selection of Andy’s photographs from the 4th of March 
can be seen n the next page.
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Volunteers Wanted
Proofreaders for “Mining History”
The role of the proofreaders is essential in ensuring that a 
publications can be distributed with accurate and reliable 
content, and “Mining History” is no exception.
We are currently seeking volunteers, ideally two or three 
of you, who would be willing and able to undertake this 
important role.  It is something that needs to be done 
twice a year, normally in the second halves of February 
and August.  As you will know from the copies you 
receive, Mining History can be a substantial publication!
Proof copies of the publication will be emailed out to the 
proofreaders as PDF files which can then be “marked 

up” electronically with any corrections and returned by 
email, so volunteers should be comfortable with the use 
of computers, but it is not technically demanding.
The role of the proofreader is to check content for error 
in spelling and punctuation, and also point out any 
glaring grammatical or layout errors, like a photograph 
shown a twice in a page, as happened recently!  Content 
and layout are generally matters for the editorial team.
As a proofreader your contribution will be important 
and greatly valued, and I hope to hear from you !!!
Thank you

Steve Thompson
Associate Editor, Mining History

The aftermath the “Beast from the East”, 4th March 2018.
Figure 1: (Top left) The Agent’s House looms out of the mist
Figure 2: (Centre left) Although the wind created deep drifts 
on the roads, it has scoured the snow from the roofs and 
ground in front of the cottage
Figure 3: (Bottom left) The outside toilet and the Agent’s 
House garden
Figure 4: (Top right) Snowdrifts on the workbench in the 
Long Engine House
Figure 5: (Bottom right) The roadside gateway blocked by 
snowdrifts

All photos Andy Gillings
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Important Lead Mining Documents 
Safeguarded for Future Study

Two Volumes from the 18th and 19th 
Centuries
In March two historically important volumes were 
offered for auction at Bamford’s saleroom in Derby, but 
fortunately were spotted in the auction catalogue by 
Clare Herbert.  Those of us who looked at the catalogue 
were convinced that these volumes were of great 
importance to mining historians, and perhaps to those 
studying other aspects of Peak District history too.
Steve Thompson visited the saleroom in advance of the 
auction, being made most welcome by Daniel Smith, 
head of Books, Maps and Manuscripts at Bamford’s, and 
was allowed to use an office to study and photograph the 
volumes.  The smaller volume dates back to the 1820s, 
but the larger one, of over 300 pages, bears the signature 
and date “J Mander, 1790”.  It contains detailed copies 
of some very early indentures and articles of agreement, 
as well as precise transcripts of documents dating from 
the 13th to the 17th century.  A number of pages where 
specific mines are named are annotated and initialled 
“JM” in the margin.  This examination convinced us 
of their value, and that the Society should attempt to 
purchase them for deposition in the PDMHS Collection 
(D6967) in the Derbyshire Record Office (DRO), where 
they can be held in secure archival storage, and will be 
freely available to historians for study.

Richard Shaw kindly agreed to attend the auction to bid 
on behalf of the Society.  The auctioneer’s estimate was 
£300 to £500, and Steve had been told during his visit 
that they expected “little interest outside Derbyshire”.  
How wrong can one be !!!
Bidding, most of it online, was at first fast and furious, 
but finally came down to a few online bidders versus 
Richard.  The price reached £1,000, then £1,100, and 
Richard finally secured the lot with a bid of £1,200.
This purchase has been something of a triumph for the 
Society, as we have not only ensured that they will be 
available for study in Derbyshire, but have prevented 
them from being taken abroad, as there were bidders 
from Australia and the USA !!!  They have been 
deposited in the DRO where, after a fairly small amount 
of necessary conservation work, they will be made 
available for study.
We intend to have these documents on display in the 
Peak District Lead Mining Museum at Matlock Bath 
during the month of November, more details later.
The Society would like to appeal to members to offer 
donations to help cover the high cost of this purchase.  

Contributions can be sent to the Hon. Treasurer at the 
Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath (cheques 
payable to PDMHS Ltd., and including a note that 
the donation is for the purchase of Lot 3739), made 
by PayPal via the Society website www.pdmhs.co.uk/ 
mentioning “Lot 3739”, or if you wish to contribute by 
online banking please contact secretary@pdmhs.com 
for details.  All contributions will be most gratefully 
received.

Steve Thompson

Plan of Lead Mines and Veins 
around Winster, 1769
Derbyshire Record Office was delighted to successfully 
bid for this special map of Winster on sale by auction 
at Bamfords in Rowsley on the 2nd of June 2018. From 
an estimate of £300-£500, and a starting price of £350, 
the lot very quickly shot up to £1,000, so we were very 
relieved to successfully purchase the item at £1,100. The 
success of the bid was made possible through a sizeable 
donation from one of PDMHS’s own members, Steve 
Thompson, and 60% of the purchase price was met by a 
grant from the Friends of the National Libraries.

Produced by J. Nuttal (as are several other similar lead 
mining maps of the area), the plan shows the mines and 
veins of lead ore in the possession of the Partners and 
Proprietors of Portoway, Placket, Yate Stoop, Limekiln 
and Drake mines in Winster. Putting to one side the lead 
mining content of the plan, it is particularly valuable 
to local historians as it is the earliest known map and 

The signature of James 
Mander, and a later 
annotation, on the flyleaf  
of the larger volume.
James Mander is best 
known as the author of 
“The Derbyshire Miners’ 
Glossary;” published in 
1824.

Photo: Steve Thompson

The Cartouche of the 1769 Plan by J Nuttal.
The text reads as follows:-
“A PLAN of the Mines & Veins of Lead Ore in the 
Possession of the PARTNERS & PROPRIETORS 
of Portoway Placket Yate Stoop Limekiln and Drake 
Surv[eye]d & delin[eate]d By J Nuttal 1769”

Image reproduced by permission of Bamfords 
Auctioneers and Valuers

http://www.pdmhs.co.uk/
mailto:secretary@pdmhs.com
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the only pre-Ordnance Survey map to show the village 
of Winster; the Enclosure Map of 1764 showing only 
Winster Moor, as does a similar map of the moor in 1761, 
and Winster was not subject to tithes by the time of the 
Commutation Act in 1836, so there is no tithe map. 
Although not quite unique, from discussions with 
PDMHS we understand there are probably at least three 
other contemporary copies in private hands, plus a 
photograph of one of them in the Barmaster’s collection 
at Chatsworth Archives. This particular copy came up 
for auction having previously been owned by a former 
juryman of the Barmote Court at Wirksworth. It is 
likely that each copy may be slightly different, but a 
more detailed comparison of the various items would 
be required to confirm this. A photostat copy of one of 
the originals is already held in the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society library.

Becky Sheldon
Archivist, Derbyshire Record Office

Improvements to the Crich Display
The Peak District Mines Historical Society has had a 
long association with the National Tramway Museum 
at Crich, establishing a lead mining display at the 
Wakebridge tram stop over thirty years ago.
The Tramway Museum has just been awarded an £84,000 
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund for a new project, 
‘Exploring the Historic Landscape of Crich Tramway 
Village’.  As part of this project, the museum will carry 
out a range of improvements and create more things 
to see and do at the Wakebridge tram stop and in the 
nearby Woodland Walk. There will be activities and 
information to help families learn about Derbyshire’s 
lead mining heritage.  New wooden sculptures in the 
woodland will be themed around local wildlife and 
woodland folklore.  A bird hide will be installed and the 
pathways though the Woodland Walk will be improved.
PDMHS will be heavily involved in this work, and we 
will take the opportunity to reduce the three buildings 
presently on site to just one, making it easier for our 
volunteers to operate and maintain our display.  The 
Tramway Museum has agreed to repaint the Glory Mine 
headstocks, whilst PDMHS will repaint other artefacts.  
The underground display – Neville’s Venture – and 
the Miners’ Coe will be tidied up and electric lighting 
installed.  New interpretation panels will be produced by 
the Tramway Museum, maintaining a common ‘house 
style’ with other signage around the museum.  PDMHS 
will be heavily involved in their design, to ensure they 
are factually correct and convey the key features of the 
lead mining industry in Crich and further afield.  These 
panels will be displayed around the Wakebridge site and 
in the Octagon building, so that they can be available to 
the public even when no-one from PDMHS is on site.
Our band of volunteers who used to man the site every 
weekend has dwindled to the point where this is no 
longer possible.  However, PDMHS has agreed that we 
will have a presence on at least five weekends a year, 
(generally when the museum are staging special events.)

Work on site started at the beginning of June, and we 
welcome anyone who would like to come along and help 
in any way.  Please contact our Chairman, Mike Luff, 
(chairman@pdmhs.com,) who will be happy to let you 
know what dates we will be working.

Andy Gillings

The Trevor D. Ford Commemoration 
Event
The Commemoration Meeting for Dr Trevor Ford OBE 
(1925-2017) took place on Saturday the 2nd and Sunday 
the 3rd of June.  The event was hosted by the Yorkshire 
Geological Society at the Derby University Campus, 
Devonshire Road, Buxton, on Saturday, and on the 
Sunday three field excursions were offered to participants.
Ninety people from various groups, including UK 
Geological Societies and Caving Associations, the 
University of the Third Age, the British Geological 
Survey, PDMHS, several Universities, the Leicester 
Literary and Philosophical Society and show mine 
commercial bodies attended.
The first session involved eight short tributes from 
family, friends and past colleagues, and  covered many 
facets of Trevor’s life and interests.  It included a video 
clip, recorded at his Leicester home, in which he 
delivered his acceptance speech when, in November 
2015, the University of Derby conferred on Trevor 
its highest honorary award: Honorary Doctor of the 
University (HonDUniv), an award which formally 
recognised his many geological and associated 
achievements, particularly in relation to Derbyshire and 
the Peak District National Park.

The next session highlighted the significance of the 
Charnwood discovery of Precambrian Fossils, and the 
story of the White Watson’s Tablets.
After a lunch break, talks covered his work as a 
research supervisor, his lifetime interest in Blue John, 
Mineralisation and Dolomitisation and Hydrology in 
the Peak District, exploration of new caves and mines in 
the Castleton area, and early reminiscences of Trevor in 

Dr Trevor Ford OBE receiving the award of Honorary 
Doctor of the University of Derby in November 2015.

Photo courtesy of the University of Derby

mailto:(chairman@pdmhs.com
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connection with caves and mining history in the Peak 
District.
On the Sunday three field excursion were available, 
which were:-  The Mineralisation and Sedimentology 
of the Matlock-Wirksworth area of Derbyshire, led 
by Dr Cathy Hollis & Catherine Breislin, University 
of Manchester;  The Ecton Copper Mines led by Tim 
Coleman; and a Surface walk around the Magpie Mine 
Heritage site, Sheldon, organised by PDMHS.
Grateful thanks go to our Devonshire Dome host, the 
Yorkshire Geological Society for organising the two day 
event, supported by personnel from other societies with 
whom Trevor had been connected, all the speakers and 
field excursion leaders, and last but not least the support 
of Trevor’s family.

Mave Luff

Ivor Brown Memorial Day
Enclosed with this Newsletter you will find a booking 
form for the Ivor Brown Memorial Day, being organised 
on Saturday the 27th of October 2018 at the Ironbridge 
Gorge Museum, Coalbrookdale.
This event, which is jointly organised by the Friends 
of the Ironbridge Gorge Museums and the Shropshire 
Caving and Mining Club, will celebrate Ivor’s life and his 
more than 50 years of invaluable contributions the study 
of mining and mining history in every conceivable shape 
and form.
Notable among Ivor’s many achievements are his 
significant roles in the development of the ironbridge 
Gorge Museums, as well as the establishment of 
NAMHO and a significant involvement with the 
National Coal Mining Museum for England at Caphouse 
Colliery, and with the library there.  He was also an 
active member and supporter of the Friends of the 
St. Aidan’s BE 1150 Walking Dragline, preserved at 
Swillington near Leeds.
More than a dozen speakers at the event will present 
tributes to many aspects of Ivor’s life and work.
The following day, Sunday the 28th of October, there will 
be guided walks taking place in Coalbrookdale to look at 
sites connected to Ivor’s work.
I hope that those who new Ivor, or have benefited from 
his vast legacy of work, will support this event.

Steve Thompson

Another Letter to the Editor
I have always fancied the idea of writing a “Letter to 
the Editor” of a publication which I edit, so I can begin 
“Dear me”, so here goes:-
Dear me,
I was delighted to see the announcements in the January 
and April 2018 Newsletters concerning the successful 
foundation of the PDMHS Underground Exploration 
Group (UEG), and pleased to have been involved in the 
processes in Committee which led to this.
I had long felt during the time when I was still active in 
underground exploration that the Society’s “Insurance” 
for such activities was largely mythical, and so always 
held individual BCA  membership to obtain cover.
However, I think the Society as a whole, and the Officers 
and members of the UEG in particular should take note 
of the fact that the middle word of the UEG’s title is 
“Exploration”.  A key role of the Society like ours should 
be to increase our knowledge and understanding of our 
chosen subject by research and exploration, but only a 
very few members are truly active in this field.
I hope that the UEG will encourage its members to 
develop their skills so that much more exploration 
of sites which are not well known and not properly 
recorded can be undertaken to increase our knowledge, 
rather than just organising meets which are little more 
than tourist trips to well known areas and sites.
Much exploration work has been done in the past, but 
sadly a great deal of what was done was never recorded 
for posterity.  Those of us who were active in the 1960s 
and 1970s are probably very well aware of shafts being 
descended, but if they proved to be a mere 30 feet deep 
with nothing of any consequence at the bottom then they 
were simply consigned to memory.
I am certainly guilty of such omissions, with the 
inevitable result, of course, that forty years later members 
are finding it necessary to lift sleepers off shaft caps to 
reinvestigate, and properly record, them.

Steve Thompson

PDMHS Newsletter, October 2018
The deadline for the October 2018 edition of the 
Newsletter is Saturday the 1st of September 2018.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
 Telephone: 01933 675428
 Email: newsletter@pdmhs.com
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