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Membership Renewal 2018 - 2019
If there is a cross in the box below then you have not 
renewed your membership for the current year.  Please 
renew now.
If you feel that your receipt of the cross is wrong, please 
contact the Membership Secretary.

The current membership rates are:
 Individual: £ 25.00
 Joint:  £ 27.00
 Family:  £ 29.00
 Institutional: £ 35.00

Subscriptions should be sent to:

Keith Gregory, PDMHS Membership Secretary, Peak 
District Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, South Parade, 
Matlock Bath MATLOCK, DE4 3NR

Email:  membership@pdmhs.com

Annual General Meeting 2018
The Annual General Meeting 2018 was held at 11:30am 
on Saturday the 17th of November in the Pump Room of 
the Peak District Lead Mining Museum.  Thirty-seven 
members attended the meeting this year.

Chairman’s Report
Committee:  The Committee have met six times during 
the past year.  Again there was a shortfall in members 
willing to offer themselves for positions.  In spite of the 
subscription increase in 2017 members are renewing 
their membership promptly and at the present time 
renewals are higher than last year.  We still, like other 
organisations, are losing members due to increasing 
age and infirmity as well as people failing to renew 
but some of the shortfall is replaced by new members 

joining.  The Society insurers served us badly again this 
year by declining to renew our policy at the last minute.  
Our broker negotiated with another company who also 
cancelled the policy after a few months.  This was 
primarily due to concerns over the management of the 
Pavilion by the management company.  We were finally 
accepted by a third company in August and the nett 
result is that we are paying a lower premium fixed for 
three years.  Further insurance matters have also been 
resolved successfully.  The British Caving Association 
(BCA) have accepted our proposal to form a sub-group 
within the Society.  The Underground Exploration Group 
(UEG) can now offer our members, on payment of the 
appropriate fee, cover for underground visits.  This 
year successful meets have been organised for those 
members.  The Society thanks Martin Long, Adam 
Russell and Arthur Wilson for their work.
The Peak District Mining Museum:  This has been a 
year of consolidation for the Museum after great efforts 
in implementing “Matlock Bath Through Time” project.  
The new tank for the “Rag and Chain Pump” has been 
installed along with all the mechanism but awaits filling 
with water until a suitable treatment procedure is in 
place.  A new central heating system has been installed 
improving conditions for the staff.  Following an 
inspection work has to be carried out on the electrical 
equipment.  Again this year the landlord has shown his 
inefficiency by a leaking pipe, in the same place as last 
year, allowing water into the Museum office and archive.  
Some paperwork was damaged but has now been 
recovered.  They seem to have a poor attitude to their 
largest client.  After many years Robin Hall has decided 
to retire as Museum Project Manager.  The Museum 
we see today is a result of Robin’s seemingly endless 
enthusiasm and efforts and his success in organising 
the few volunteers to help in effecting his plans.  The 
Society is in his debt and hopes that he will find time to 
enjoy being a member.  We need a person with ideas to 
replace him.  The Committee would also like to thank 
Maxine Hall, Clare Herbert and the volunteers who also 
do sterling work within the Museum.
Temple Mine:  Maintenance work continues slowly.  
The Mine Manager, Richard Shaw, has organized 
several working parties mainly on rock fall clearing 
and prevention.  Some work has been carried out on the 
shelter for the “Long Rake Engine”.  More volunteers 
would be welcome.
Magpie Mine:  Yet another good year at Magpie.  The 
number of visitors through the site increases and many 
stop to view the “Interpretation Panels“.  Sales of the 

Dave Williams
It is with great sadness that we must announce that 
former PDMHS Chairman and Hon. Recorder, and 
long standing Society member, Dave Williams passed 
away peacefully in the afternoon of Tuesday the 20th of 
November in the Burton Closes Care Home in Bakewell.  
Dave’s many contributions to the study of mining history 
are immense, and he will be greatly missed.
We extend our sincerest condolences and heartfelt 
sympathy to Dave’s family and his very many friends in 
the mining history community, and beyond.
A full obituary will be published in the next Newsletter.

Mike Luff and Steve Thompson

mailto:membership@pdmhs.com
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Magpie guide book are rising and we are planning a 
new edition of this handy booklet. “Heritage Day“ was 
again a resounding success in spite of mixed weather.  
We even had a visit from the national Heritage Day 
organisers with their photographer.  Thanks again to 
Andy Gillings for his skilful organisation, signage and 
advertising and also to the numerous members who 
helped on this great day.  The “Farm Visits“ continue 
to be popular and we should end the year with a similar 
number to last year, this is a useful source of income for 
the Society.  The 33kVolt cable project is still plodding 
through the legal processes although the Society’s part 
has been completed.  Hopefully installation will take 
place early in 2019.  The highlight of the year must be 
the awarding of a grant from Natural England to repair 
the Smithy roof.  This was undertaken in the most 
appalling weather but the result is everything we hoped 
for, it is a tribute to our contractor Martin-Brooks of 
Sheffield.  To follow this up the whole interior walls 
were re-painted, the upper floor carpeted and refurnished 
with help from members who have moved house 
recently.  Thanks also to the Magpie team.
Bulletin:  Two excellent Bulletins have been published 
this year, Vol. 20 Parts 2 and 3.  It was pleasing to note 
that following a request for volunteers to proof-read the 
Bulletin four people, John Ambler, Richard Finnigan, 
John Pickin and Molly Pollitt have joined the Associate 
Editors team.
Newsletter:  Again the Society achieved its aim of 
issuing the quarterly Newsletter on time.  We are 
fortunate in having a team of regular contributors and we 
thank them but we still need more.  These items will be 
a history of not only of mining in the Peak District but 
also of the Society.  Steve Thompson is thanked for his 
work in producing them.
Recorder:  The Society has received more of Nellie 
Kirkham’s maps of the Peak District and a large number 
of files from Nick Butcher.  John Piggott, the Recorder, 
is moving the collection to a more secure area within 
the Museum particularly after another water leak from 
the Pavilion upstairs.  We thank him for his work but are 
sure he would welcome some additional help.
Website:  The Society website is being continually 
updated and archive material is being added in the 
members area.  Many members are now paying their 
subscription on line which is a great help to both the 
Membership Secretary and Treasurer.  The Webmasters 
are working on an interactive tool which identifies on 
the OS map sites referred to in the “Observations and 
Discoveries” reports.  Rob Hindle and Chris James are 
thanked for their work in updating the website
Crich:  The joint Lottery bid by the Tramway Museum 
Society and PDMHS was successful and funding has 
been made available to update the whole Wakebridge 
area.  Work started in the Summer and the displays 
are being simplified.  The remaining items are being 
refurbished and an interpretation display will be 
constructed in the “Octagon“ building.  This will be 

produced by the TMS interpretation team with input 
from PDMHS on the Lead Mining aspects.  Many of the 
exhibits no longer required will be passed to the Steeple 
Grange Light Railway.  The team of Norman Birkett, 
Andy Gillings, John Glover, Alan Keen, Martin Long 
And Mike Luff have stopped work for the winter but 
may be removing items as weather permits.
Meets and Training:  Now the question of insurance 
has been resolved more meets are being listed in the 
Newsletter and on the website.  Grateful thanks to 
our Meets Leaders and to Chris James the Meets Co-
ordinator.
Conservation:  Our thanks to Adam Russell who 
has dealt with enquiries from several archaeological 
consultants and undergraduate students relating to lead 
mines around the Peak District.  He has also commented 
on the Society’s behalf on planning applications 
involving mining remains, in particular the proposed 
housing development near Ratchwood mine.  He has 
also worked with Historic England and Natural England 
towards opening Wardlow Sough.
Conclusion:  Following the Yorkshire Geological 
Society proposal to hold a “Tribute Day“ to Trevor 
Ford, Mave and Mike Luff attended the organisational 
meetings and on the day managed the Reception.  At 
the afternoon session Clare Herbert chaired and Lynn 
Willies and Richard Shaw gave presentations.
Two “Farm Visits“ were organised on the following day 
at Magpie mine.
As I reported last year there is much going on in the 
Society but we lacking in members prepared to take on 
positions on the Committee.  If you are unaware what 
the Committee actually do you are invited to come to 
a meeting.  They only last a couple of hours and there 
is usually catch-up time afterwards.  The dates of the 
meetings are available from any Committee member.  
I would finally like to thank the Committee for their 
support particularly the retiring members Adam Russell, 
Steve Thompson and David Wormsley

Mike Luff

Election of Directors
The elected Directors of the Society for 2017-18 are:-

Chairman Mike Luff
Deputy Chairman Post Vacant
Hon. Secretary Post Vacant
Hon. Treasurer Post Vacant *
Hon. Recorder John Pigott
Hon. Editor Richard Shaw
Ordinary Directors Shirley Burtonshaw
 Andy Gillings
 Rob Hindle
 Alan Keen
 Martin Long
 Arthur Wilson *
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The new Directors took office, and the retiring Directors, 
Adam Russell, who had completed his term of office, 
and Steve Thompson and David Wormsley who both 
wished to resign, formally resigned from the Committee.
*  Arthur Wilson has agreed to continue in the role of 
Acting Treasurer until a new incumbent can be appointed.
Dey and Co. were then re-appointed as the Independent 
Inspectors of the Society’s accounts for the financial 
year 2018-19.

Andy Gillings

PDMHS Awards 2018
Richard Shaw then presented the PDMHS Awards 2018:

Harold Sarjeant Conservation Award
The Conservation award goes to the Technical 
Speleological Group for the work on Longcliffe Mine 
and the “Son  of Longcliffe” mine above Castleton.
This comprises securing both mines and undertaking 
works that have enabled better understanding of mine 
development in the Longcliffe Vein system, and its 
relationship to the Speedwell Canal.

Peak Mines Award (The Ford Award)
The Peak Mines award goes to Chris Bowen and Les 
Twissell for their article ‘Ancient Mining Features 
in the Wigpool Iron Ore Mine Forest Of Dean, 
Gloucestershire’, published in Mining History Volume 
20, No. 1, Autumn 2017.

Richard Shaw

UEG Inaugural Annual General Meeting
Following the Society’s AGM the Inaugural Annual 
General Meeting of the Underground Exploration 
Group (UEG) was held in the Pump Room at 12:30pm.

The Officers of the UEG were elected as follows:-

Chairman Adam Russell
Secretary Martin Long
Treasurer Arthur Wilson
Equipment Officer Martin Long

The Post -AGM Entertainment
As is the usual format, the formal business of the AGM, 
and then the AGM of the Underground Exploration 
Group, was followed by an excellent buffet lunch and 
then some informative illustrated talks.

The Pavilion Pump Room was efficiently transformed 
from a meeting area to a dining room and back to a 
lecture hall, all skilfully orchestrated by Mave Luff.

The first speaker, Andy Pollock, (formerly a Ranger 
on the Cromford Canal and High Peak Railway) 
managed to capture and charm the audience with the 
story of the rise and fall of a quite unique transport 

route - the Cromford Canal and High Peak Railway, 
which connected Manchester and Derbyshire for nearly 
a century, from the 1850s to the 1950s.  Andy turned 
the subject into a living breathing story, illustrated with 
slides and anecdotes about people, places and events 
that highlighted the life of the Canal and Railway.
Rob Hindle (a.k.a. the Website Magician), despite a bit 
of a struggle with the Museum’s technology, managed 
to briefly demonstrate some new features of the 
PDMHS website.  Rob has converted Adam Russell’s 
index to the Newsletter’s Observations and Discoveries 
section into a database.  This is now enhanced by 
creating Google and OS maps showing all indexed 
sites with clickable links to the relevant newsletters.  
It is hoped that this will encourage more members to 
lead heritage walks by helping identify sites to visit 
and provide easy access to the information about those 
sites.  The website has a short video demonstrating the 
new features at:

https://pdmhs.co.uk/observations-discoveries/
John Barnatt’s presentation was somewhat more 
academic, reflecting his extensive knowledge and 
research into the three collieries in the Three Shires 
area (where Derbyshire, Staffordshire and Cheshire 
meet) of the Peak District: Dane, Blackclough and 
Knotbury collieries.  John’s talk was illustrated by 
maps and pictures of the respective locations showing 
various stages of mines’ development.
There are scant historical records of the activity in 
the area so the archaeology relies largely on surface 
remains.  The area features hundreds of run-in shafts, 
causeways serving them and a few structures such as 
the fine square chimney near SK 0095 6990 which 
formerly served the steam engine at Dane, also known 
as Danebower, colliery.
John used mapping of the distribution of shafts to 
illustrate the progression from relatively shallow 
workings to less plentiful shafts with associated gin-
circles as the depth to reach the Ringinglow seam 
increased.  Before the industrial revolution, demand 
for coal was largely for domestic heating and hence 
on a much smaller scale than the mines of more recent 
times.  John explained that the large number of shafts 
represents a long timeline, with only a handful of 
mines being worked at any one time, and only needing 
a small workforce drawn from the local agricultural 
community.
A detailed article on the Dane, Blackclough and 
Knotbury collieries will be published by John in 
Mining History in the near future.
The meeting closed with applause and thanks to the 
speakers and organisers of the event.  Special thanks 
went to Clare and Maxine, who held the fort and did 
not even have time for lunch!

Olga and Rob Hindle

https://pdmhs.co.uk/observations-discoveries/
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Tuff has been noted at the base of one of the two shafts in 
the nearby but much lower Pindale End Mine.
Having read through the available literature on the area, 
it is still unclear which title this working may have 
belonged to, and when – it is certainly not within the 
main Dirtlow Rake/Kytle End Vein complex, and may 
have been freed with the Barmaster as an individual 
mine, possibly as a ‘flatwork’. If anyone may have any 
further information on this site, please get in touch.

Reported:  Phil Wolstenholme 
Present:  Glyn Roberts, Phil Wolstenholme, 

Dominika Wrøblewska

Rantor Old Sough, Wirksworth, 
Derbyshire, SK 2858 5488
This mid-17th century sough, driven on the eastern 
edge of the Gulph Fault to provide drainage to mines in 
the Ravenstor Rocks area, seems to have been largely 
forgotten about as deeper soughs were driven to this 
area. Jim Rieuwerts uncovered documentation relating 
to it in the National Archives and subsequently identified 
a feature close to Old Lane marked as a ‘well’ on 
Ordnance Survey maps as being part of the sough tail 
(Rieuwerts 2011, p. 55); he suggested that the sough 
originally discharged its water slightly lower down the 
hill alongside the lane.
This feature is currently covered by sleepers and a stone 
gatepost; underneath these is a small shaft of around 
0.75m in diameter, although the ginging has partly 
collapsed on the west side. At the time of viewing (late 
September 2018) there was water to within around 40cm 
of the sleepers, but this water was completely clear 
making it possible to see that it was a little over 1m 
deep. Although the base of the shaft was silted and partly 
obscured by stones from the ginging collapse, arch tops 
could be seen on two sides. On the north-western side, 
the arch is aligned towards the location of a probable 
second shaft (no longer visible at surface), also marked 
as a ‘well’ on early 25” to 1 mile Ordnance Survey 
maps. On the opposite side, there is a slight gully visible 
about 20m away to the south-east which is likely to be 
the location of the original tail.
This shows that the shaft is intersecting the sough, which 
at this point is only about a metre below the surface and 
was probably built by cut-and-cover. The two ‘wells’ 
look to have originally been air shafts for the sough; 
at some point the tail has either run in or has been 
deliberately stopped up and thus the water has backed 
up inside. As the soil exposed by the collapsed section 
of ginging contains significant amounts of crushed vein 
material, ore dressing clearly took place in the vicinity, 
probably undertaken here due to the ready source of 
water the sough provided.

Reported: Adam Russell
Reference: 

Rieuwerts, J.H. (2011) Lead Mining in Derbyshire: 
4. The area south of the Via Gellia. Matlock Bath; 
PDMHS.

Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 67
Unnamed Pipe Working in Pindale, 
Castleton, Derbyshire, SK 15802 82305.
On a recent surface walk in Pindale, a visit was made to 
the old quarry to inspect a collapsed section on a minor 
fault roughly in the centre of the main face. Fortuitously, 
as we sat on the boulders for a drink, we noticed what 
appeared to be a large opening high on the opposite side 
of the dale. It is situated to the right (NE) of Pindale Side 
Vein and higher up the slope than the ancient Pindale 
Scrins, but well below the linear hillocks of Kytle End 
Vein, and partially hidden by scrub and small trees; 
from any other angle it may not have been visible. A 
steep but easy climb soon gained a flatter area leading 
to an open pipe working in an outcrop, rather cave-like 
and excavated beneath a slightly overhanging and flat 
roof. The entrance was large, 2m wide x 1.5m high, 
and wedge-shaped, with the roof and footwall forming 
the longer sides of the opening. At this point it became 
obvious that hidden behind a bush there was a second, 
slightly smaller entrance adjacent to the one seen from 
below, and they are separated by a large pillar of rock a 
metre thick, which also served to hold up the otherwise 
unsupported roof. 
The pipe working consists of two chambers, the lower 
being the largest, but having the smaller of the two 
entrances; possibly they were worked separately or more 
likely at different dates, and they are linked by a large 
elliptical opening inside, ‘creating’ the main pillar in the 
process. The larger of the two chambers is approximately 
five metres long by up to three metres wide and two 
metres high, but as the mineralised zone hades very 
steeply away from the flat and almost horizontal roof, 
and with the south wall being vertical, the shape in 
profile is essentially triangular throughout. The floor 
of the chamber is loose rocks and gravel against the 
vertical wall, and what appears to be mostly compacted 
cave sediments form the footwall, but whether these are 
original deposits or have been dug out by miners and then 
redeposited is unknown at present; further examination 
is required. The vertical wall and roof have been worked 
back to bedrock, with only a few traces of mineral 
remaining and some pickwork and a couple of shotholes 
are visible there, but much of the gently undulating roof 
appears to be a natural cave bedding-plane and may have 
been dug out rather than blasted.
There are two interesting exposures of volcanic tuff in 
the working – one, about 20cm wide runs horizontally 
between the banked sediments and the back wall of the 
larger chamber. The second is larger and more dramatic, 
plunging at a very steep angle, almost vertically, through 
the opening joining the two chambers and it sits directly 
against the roof-pillar. It is not known what tuff unit this 
is, but the significantly thicker Pindale Tuff lies at or 
below the quarry floor, breached underground by all the 
deep shafts in the area, and the altitude of this working is 
at least 20m higher. A similar ‘troughing’ of the Pindale 
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Conservation of an outcrop of the Swallow 
Wood Coal, Darnall, Sheffield, South 
Yorkshire (SK 38033 87922)
Very few examples of undisturbed surface outcrops of 
Carboniferous coal seams survive today in the South 
Yorkshire coalfield, and the same is probably true 
in other coalfields throughout the country. The coal 
outcrops known to exist locally are usually of very thin 
seams that were rarely, if ever, mined in underground 
collieries, although some have probably been extracted 
opportunistically in multi-seam opencasting operations. 
In the Darnall area of Sheffield, a surface outcrop of an 
economically-worked seam, the Swallow Wood Coal, 
survives in an undisturbed condition and has recently 
been re-exposed to view and cleaned for inspection. This 
seam is known to have been mined underground in some 
nearby collieries, for example at Thurcroft. The outcrop 
is a designated Local Geological Site in the Sheffield 
City area and it will be protected as a future educational 
resource in a conservation zone adjacent to a new 
housing development.
The surface outcrop of the Swallow Wood Coal enters 
the Sheffield City area on its north-eastern boundary, in 
the vicinity of the Meadowhall Shopping Centre near 
the M1 motorway. From there it is hidden beneath the 
alluvial fill of the Don River valley for approximately 
3 km before turning south-eastwards at Attercliffe and 
crossing the Darnall and Handsworth districts. No 
documentary or field evidence for early, shallow historic 
working on this seam has been found, although coal 
was extracted from four, separate small opencast sites 
along the outcrop during development work on both 
sides of Sheffield Parkway (A57) in recent decades. 
The apparent lack of shallow historic mining may be 
because the ‘dirt band’ separating the two leaves of the 
seam made it economically unattractive. An alternative 
explanation may be that the much thicker (and better 
quality) Silkstone, Parkgate and Barnsley seams, which 
cropped out nearby, were more than sufficient to supply 
the demand for coal in the 18th and 19th centuries.
The housing development site is a triangular-shaped 
area of ground, isolated and rendered unusable in the 
19th century by the construction of a triple junction 
between the Midland and Great Central main line 
railway (Chesterfield to Stocksbridge) and a branch 
line to Rotherham, with splays in two directions (Plate 
1).  Each of the three sides of the triangular junction is 
a moderately deep cutting, excavated to accommodate 
the rail tracks.  In the 1990s the cuttings were 
separately designated as three individual Regionally 
Important Geological Sites (RIGS) in Sheffield, 
numbered G298, G300 and G301, even though they 
were inaccessible for either scientific study or for 
viewing by the public.  The geometry of these three 
cuttings, taken as a group, uniquely enables a section 
of local Coal Measures strata to be studied in three-
dimensions (complete with a coal seam).
The railway triple junction at Darnall is known 
informally as the “Nunnery Triangle” because of its 

proximity to the site of the late 19th to early 20th 
century Nunnery Colliery. The original 19th century 
excavations cut through part of the Swallow Wood 
Coal Seam outcrop where it runs obliquely across one 
corner of the triangle, creating exposures in the southern 
and north-western sides, i.e. RIGS G301 and G298 
respectively. In common with most railway cuttings in 
South Yorkshire, its inaccessibility and the lack of any 
maintenance work other than occasional tree-trimming 
resulted in the gradual disappearance of exposed rock 
faces beneath slumped soils and creeping vegetation. 
Fortunately, however, these circumstances have also 
preserved the coal seam outcrops in an undisturbed 
condition ever since. Both of these cuttings still 
accommodate live railway lines.
The cutting on the north-eastern side of the triangle 
(G300) was abandoned as a railway line sometime 
after 1978 and, in 1996, this land and the adjacent 
‘triangle’ were deemed by British Rail, immediately 
prior to its privatisation, to be surplus to requirements 
and to have minimal immediate value. Consequently, 
the land was sold to a company that specialises in 
demolition, excavation, earthmoving and waste 
recycling. The company regarded the site as having 
potential for levelling by infilling of the cutting with 
inert soil materials, allowing it to become available for 
future development for either light industry or housing. 
Both sides of this cutting are formed from extensive, 
continuous, near-vertical outcrops of an un-named 
sandstone unit that overlies the Swallow Wood Coal. 
The coal itself does not outcrop in G300. 
Importantly, the coal seam can also be seen in a separate 
narrow gulley, located adjacent to the southern cutting 
(G301) but inside the perimeter of the triangle (SK 
38033 87922). The gully was excavated between 1935 
and 1948 and carried a single-track spur which climbed 
a short incline to cross over the main line. It lies outside 
the Network Rail property fence and inside the proposed 

Plate 1:  Lidar image showing the location of RIGS 
G298, G300 and G301 and the Swallow Wood 
Coal outcrop.
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development area of the site – hence it is accessible.
When an outline scheme was submitted to the Sheffield 
planning authority in 2016, proposing to infill the 
abandoned G300 cutting to prepare the site for 
development, Sheffield Area Geology Trust (SAGT) 
sent representations to the Council which emphasised 
the geological significance of RIGS G298, G300 and 
G301. Recognising that current housing allocation 
pressures would probably outweigh any desire to 
retain an abandoned railway cutting for its geological 
value, especially when much of its rock outcrop was 
hidden beneath grassy banks, SAGT did not object 
to the proposed scheme knowing that, if approved, 
it will result in the permanent loss of RIGS G300. 
Instead, it was recommended that the developer should 
assist SAGT to record as much geological detail as 
possible prior to infilling - by first clearing the soil and 
vegetation cover from the hidden rock outcrops along 
the sides of the cutting with an excavator so that they 
could be studied. The vegetation has to be removed 
as a matter of course and the soil, after riffling, can be 
deposited on the floor of the cutting. Paradoxically, if 
infilling of the cutting was not permitted and the RIGS 
were to be retained, it would remain inaccessible in 
private ownership and its geological information would 
be mostly hidden from view.
SAGT also recommended that the gulley adjacent to 
RIGS G301, which contains a rare, intact outcrop of a 
once-economic South Yorkshire coal seam, should not 
be infilled but should instead be conserved for posterity. 
Coincidentally, the gulley was also identified as a 
prospective ecological conservation area by a separate 
trust organisation. Thus its preservation has a dual 
benefit. Both of these suggestions were accepted by the 
planning authority and incorporated as conditions in 
the consent. Earthmoving operations began at the site 
in the late summer of 2018.  SAGT members worked 
with the developer to discharge this planning condition, 
by following behind the excavator and manually 
cleaning the 300m long rock face. Phil Wolstenholme 
was commissioned to take a sequential series of 
high-resolution, panoramic photographs. Geological 
observations and measurements made on the outcrops 
were recorded directly onto enlarged prints made from 
Phil’s photos and this information will be converted into 
digital overlays so that the evidence can be preserved, 
written up and published in academic journals in the 
next year or two.
The outcrop of the Swallow Wood Coal in the gulley 
(and also in the live railway cutting of G301) was only 
partly covered by a thin veneer of soil, with sparse grass 
and almost no bushes  – which is curious, considering 
that the former outcrop has been in existence since the 
1930s and the latter since the 1850s. This soil layer has 
been scraped away from a 60 m long section on one 
side of the gulley, while some of soft, weathered clayey 
seat earth has also been excavated to create a benched 
outcrop which reveals both leaves of the coal seam, as 
well as a small sandstone channel which has scoured, 

trough-like into the overlying mudstones but has not cut 
deep enough to wash out the coal.
The coal outcrop was tidied-up manually with spades 
and trowels and brushed clean to enable photographs 
to be taken and geological details to be recorded (Plate 
2). The upper leaf of the coal is approximately 0.75 m 
thick at this location and is separated from the lower leaf 
by 1m of soft, pale grey clay. The lower leaf of coal is 
approximately 0.3 m thick. Site-investigation boreholes 
subsequently drilled across the triangle have proved that 
the seam was never worked beneath that area. The gulley 
is already fenced along its south side along the common 
boundary with the live railway and the opposite side will 
be enclosed by continuous back garden fences from the 
housing estate. It is hoped that a gated access point will 
be installed at one end so that future site visits can be 
controlled.

Reported: John Hunter

Addendum:
Back Sponds Pit, Lyme Handley, Cheshire, 
centred SJ 975 795:
In the note on Back Sponds Pit by David Kitching 
and myself in the last Observations and Discoveries 
(No. 66, PDMHS Newsletter 168, October 2018), in the 
chaos caused by moving house, I forgot to include the 
photograph, Plate 1 at the top of the opposite page.

Reported: John Barnatt

Can you contribute to future editions of 
Observations and Discoveries ???
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 44 Marsh Way, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9AD.
or  John Barnatt, 351 Worksop Road, Mastin Moor, 

Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S43 3DH.
 Email:  observations@pdmhs.com

Plate 2: The Swallow Wood Coal outcrop
Photo: John Hunter

mailto:observations@pdmhs.com
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Plate 1:  Looking down the Back Sponds valley with a hillock and 
approaching causeway to the right (J) and to the left the two hillocks 
next to the brickworks site (F) and a bank approaching the site of a 
level (G).  (The letters given in parenthesis refer to the map on Page 6 
of the October 2018 PDMHS Newsletter),

Photo:  John Barnatt

News from the Museum
The last few months have heralded some changes at the 
Museum.  The first was to the opening hours with the 
Museum now only open at weekends until the 1st of 
April 2019 (apart from during the school holidays, see 
the Facebook page for more information).
The Rob Hindle will now be looking after the Museum 
website (www.peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk).  
Rob is already the webmaster for the PDMHS website.  
During the summer the Museum site was repeatedly 
hacked and frozen for a few months but we look forward 
to updating the information on it very soon.  With Rob in 
charge we hope to be able to save some money as well.
The biggest change is that Robin Hall has stepped down 
as Project Manager of the Museum.  Robin has worked 
as a volunteer at the Museum for decades but his role as 
Project Leader was by far the most demanding.  He took 
responsibility for the administration and the finance of the 
Museum, applied and managed grants, maintained and 
built displays, built intricate mining-related models and 
did the day-to-day maintenance.  Robin very successfully 
project managed the Museum’s newest exhibition area 
with the Matlock Bath Through Time displays, not only 
applying for the grants and managing the finance but 
also working with a small team to create the display 
panels, plinths and display boxes.  Over the last 20 years 
Robin has spent at least 2 days almost every week at the 
Museum, an amazing commitment for a volunteer!  He 
will certainly be missed by staff and volunteers.
The Museum Management Committee decided that it 
would be impossible to find another person who would be 
willing to do the same Project Leader role.  So the role has 
been split with the finance and administration part being 
taken on by Clare Herbert as the Museum Administrator.  
Maxine Hall remains the Museum Manager.  This leaves 

the traditional Project Leader role vacant (see 
below).
The heritage talks organised and hosted 
by the museum have started again.  Each 
month from October until May there is an 
evening talk on a local subject.  The first 
three of these have been very well attended 
and we do advise reserving places to make 
sure of a ticket.  As well as an educational 
evening these events provide a social 
meeting place, usually around the tea and 
cake break.  They are also a fund-raiser for 
the Museum.  Look out in this newsletter 
for details of the next few talks.
We really appreciate the donations of books 
and magazines for resale at the Museum, 
these are popular with many of our visitors.  
There is always space for a few more.
To keep up to date with events at the 
Museum, including special talks and walks, 
check out our website and the Facebook 
page  www.facebook.com/peakmines.

Can you help?  Project Leader wanted!
We are looking for a PDMHS member who feels they 
could help guide the future direction of the Museum, 
who would represent the needs of the Museum at 
PDMHS Committee Meetings, apply for grants, co-
ordinate any projects as well as being able to co-ordinate 
a group of volunteers to complete DIY jobs around the 
Museum.  The Project Leader would need to be able 
to spend at least half a day a week at the Museum and 
ideally a bit more.  If you are interested in knowing 
more about this role please contact the Museum or 
any members of the Museum Management Committee 
(Keith Gregory, Andy Gillings and Richard Shaw).

DIY enthusiasts wanted!
The Museum has a growing list of DIY jobs but no one 
to do them.  In the past there have been groups of people 
who would meet on a set day at the Museum to do any 
necessary jobs, for example The Monday Night Group.  
If you would be able to help out please get in touch and 
see if you can convince some mates to come along too! 
We will provide the tea and biscuits.

Leaflet distributors wanted!
In the early spring we would like to distribute as many 
leaflets as possible across Derbyshire.  If you can spare 
half a day to drive around an area dropping off leaflets 
to accommodation providers, tourist information centres 
and museums please get in touch with us.  We will add 
you to a list and get back in touch with you when we 
need help.
To contact the museum ‘phone 01629 583834 or email 
mail@peakmines.co.uk or call in at the weekend 
between 11am & 4pm.

Clare Herbert

http://www.peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/peakmines
mailto:mail@peakmines.co.uk
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Meets Programme, Winter and 
Spring 2018-2019
We continue to suffer from a lack of people offering to 
lead our heritage walks. These walks offer a good way for 
us to share our knowledge with one another, and learn 
from others as well. They are also an important part 
of the Society’s activities, and a good way of attracting 
new members. If you would like to lead a walk on an 
industrial heritage theme (not just mining), please 
contact meets@pdmhs.com to discuss your ideas. We 
can offer you advice about suitable dates, meeting places 
and routes, and of course handle all the publicity for the 
walk. Walks do not have to be arranged only at weekends 
- a midweek walk a few months ago was equally well 
attended, so we hope to run more of those as well..

The PDMHS website now also has a new feature which 
will be a great asset for anyone wanting to find industrial 
sites along a potential walk route. The members’ section 
has OS and Google maps showing all the sites and 
features which have been featured in the newsletter’s 
Observations & Discoveries section, with clickable links 
to the relevant newsletters and further information. 
There is a short video demonstrating the new features at

https://pdmhs.co.uk/observations-discoveries
We are hoping to run more walks and underground 
trips early next year, and details will be posted on 
the website as they are finalised, so do keep checking 
back. Meanwhile here are the meets for December and 
January. They can be seen on the website at

https://pdmhs.co.uk/news-and-events
where we will also post any further details or changes 
due to weather conditions etc.

The underground meets are intended primarily for 
members of the PDMHS Underground Exploration 
Group (UEG).  Guests with current BCA Caving 
Insurance are welcome to join these meets at the 
discretion of the leader.  Free temporary insurance is 
available for up to three trips for those wanting to give it 
a try.  To enquire about membership of the UEG email 
ueg@pdmhs.com.

Mining Heritage Walk : Barmote Court 
Walk: Monyash area
Monday December 31st 2018:  Leader: Adam Russell, 
meet 9:30 by the Market Cross in the centre of Monyash.

Bring a packed lunch.  All welcome, no booking required.

This six mile walk, will visit a number of sites around the 
Monyash area, all with a general theme of mining law 
and disputes.

Afterwards there will be an opportunity to visit the Bull’s 
Head Inn in Monyash, the traditional venue for the the 
High Peak Barmote Court and, in keeping with tradition,  
to “partake of ale”.

Heritage Walk - Mining Heritage Walk to 
Bar Brook Smelter and Slag Mill. 
Saturday January 12th:  Leader: Chris James, meet at 
10.00 in the Pay & Display car park next to the Robin 
Hood Inn on the A619 Baslow to Chesterfield Road 
(grid ref: SK 281 721, postcode DE45 1PU).
A short, fairly gentle walk to help get over the excesses 
of Christmas and New Year!  The walk is 3-4 miles long, 
and involves about 300ft of ascent from the lowest point 
to the highest, although fairly flat for much of its length.
In addition to the c-17th Bar Brook smelt mills, we will 
see evidence of coal mining at Baslow Colliery, gritstone 
quarrying along Gardom’s Edge, packhorse roads and 
wayside crosses.  Extensive Bronze Age archaeological 
remains lie along Gardom’s Edge, including the well-
known cup and ring stone, and two standing stones.
This walk is free and open to all – no booking required.  
Optional drink afterwards at the Robin Hood Inn

UEG Underground Trip - Crackendale 
Mine, Ashford-in-the-Water
Tuesday January 29th 2019:  Leader: Adam Russell, 
meet at 7pm  at the bottom of Longreave Lane 
(SK 206 707).  Six places available.
Booking is essential - contact meets@pdmhs.com to 
reserve your place.
This easy walking trip will visit this small but interesting 
working, with some fine high packwalls.  There is a 
squeeze at the entrance but otherwise mostly walking or 
stooping height passage.  This trip is by kind permission 
of the Chatsworth Estates.
Details of the mine can be found in Observations and 
Discoveries part 40, Newsletter No. 141, January 2012.
Optional drinks at the Packhorse Inn, Little Longstone.

UEG Underground Trip – Devonshire 
Cavern, Lower Series, Matlock Bath
Saturday February 16th 2019:  Leader: Martin Long, 
meet at 1pm  at the Peak District Lead Mining Museum.  
Eight places available.
This trip will visit the down-dip workings of Devonshire 
Cavern, which mostly involves walking or stooping 
height passages, but some crawling may be involved.
More details are in Mining History Volume.17 No.3.

For the next three meets please contact Paul Chandler 
(07908 607513) to book place(s), or for meeting details.

North Wales Mines Weekend.
Friday 8th to Sunday 10th March 2019:  Organiser: Paul 
Chandler.  Party size not limited.
Programme for the weekend:  Friday pm, Wrysgan Slate 
Mine, Blaenau Ffestiniog; Saturday, Zip World Caverns, 
Blaenau Ffestiniog; Sunday, Prince of Wales Slate 
Quarry, Beddgelert

mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
https://pdmhs.co.uk/observations-discoveries
https://pdmhs.co.uk/news-and-events
mailto:ueg@pdmhs.com
mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
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Wrysgan Slate Mine:  Access involves ascent of a steep 
hillside.  An easy to moderate grade trip, ideal for novices, 
but also of interest to experienced explorers.  The upper 
workings consist of huge caverns, scrambly bits, walking 
size passages.  The lower workings seem to be more of 
the same; but no SRT involved.  Surface mining remains 
include buildings and a reservoir, etc, and the spectacular, 
very steep incline down to Tanygrisiau, the upper part 
being in a tunnel.  Wear an oversuit or boilersuit, wellies, 
gloves recommended.  Worth bringing a camera.
Zip World Caverns:  Adventures in a slate mine disused 
for the past 200 years.  Details: www.zipworld.co.uk.
Cost: £65, duration three hours.  Numbers are limited, 
Society members will take precedence, so book early.
Deadline for bookings is Thursday 31st January 2019.  
Payment in advance, payment details when you book.
If there is little interest in Zip World Caverns, or if time 
permits afterwards, alternative visits may be arranged.
Prince of Wales Slate Quarry, Beddgelert:  Access 
involves an uphill walk of around two miles to the 
quarry.  Mostly surface exploration of mine buildings, 
inclines, quarries, etc.  Mine workings are only of 
limited extent, an easy grade rip with some shallow 
water.  Bring usual walking gear, rucksack, plus helmet/
lamp for underground.  Party size not limited.  The trip 
is weather dependent, if wet, another easy grade trip will 
be arranged to a nearby mine.
The weekend will be based in Betws-y-Coed, where 
there is plenty of accommodation, of all kinds.  This is a 
joint meet with the Masson Caving Group.

Underground Trip:  Arrock Black Marble 
Mine, Ashford.
Tuesday 12th March 2019:  Leader: Paul Chandler.  
Party size not limited
An easy grade, dry trip, with a short, low crawl near 
the entrance, leading to a mine mainly of walking or 
stooping size. Timber has been used to support the roof 
in Arrock Mine, some of which has seen better days!.  
Party size is not limited.  Access by permission of the 
Chatsworth Estate.
Optional drink afterwards in the Bulls Head Inn, Ashford.

Underground Trip:  Holmebank Chert 
Mine, Bakewell.
Tuesday 26th March 2019. Leader: Paul Chandler.
An evening trip, easy grade, and dry, although the lowest 
workings are flooded.  An ideal trip for novices, but 
also of interest to experienced explorers.  Mostly large, 
walking or stooping size passages and easy scrambles.  
The mine is quite extensive, with around five miles of 
passages!  The popular through trip is planned, exiting 
via the quarry entrance, with various points of interest 
enroute.  An interesting mine and well worth bringing 
a camera.  Party size limited to six, with preference 
given to Society members, who have not visited before.  
Access by permission from Oldfield Design, Bakewell.

To book your places on any of these meets, or to get 
more details, please email:-  meets@pdmhs.com
stating clearly who the message is for.

Chris James

Rob Hindle on Meets
The Meets programme is a great success in attracting 
new members, in bringing existing members together 
and in sharing knowledge, but we need more leaders for 
walks.  Please don’t be discouraged from offering to lead 
a walk by a relative lack of the deeper knowledge some 
members can offer.  Even I managed to lead a walk in 
the year 2018 !!! (ed: quoting his exact words).  All you 
need is a short route in the area then, by using the web 
site maps demonstrated on the website below, identify 
any nearby mining history sites and collect some detail 
from the linked newsletter articles.

https://pdmhs.co.uk/observations-discoveries/
It’s harder to organise walks in the winter half of the year 
as it gets dark too early for evening walks, however at 
weekends daytime walks are still practical, and I have 
recently successfully experimented with a mid-week 
daytime walk, which attracted about a dozen participants.

Rob Hindle

PDMHS Library News
Surplus Maps for Sale
The Society has a number of Ordnance Survey 6 inch to 
1 mile maps for sale which are surplus to requirements.  
These date from 1921 to 1923 and cover Derbyshire, 
with overlaps into the surrounding counties.  They are 
the Quarter Sheets each covering 3 miles by 2 miles, 
they have been hardly used and are available to members  
for £2 each plus postage.
Such maps may also be downloaded and studied free of 
charge from the National Library of Scotland website

https://maps.nls.uk/os/6inch-england-and-wales/.
Always interesting to look at your own locality and see 
what it was like 100 years ago!  Please contact me at 
recorder@pdmhs.co.uk if you are interested.

John Pigott

Library Additions
The Library has recently received the following books:

Minerals of the English Midlands by Roy Starkey
and from the Northern Mine Research Society:

British Mining No. 105:  The Lead Mines of 
Strontian by Stephen Morton and David Green.
British Mining No. 106:  Memoirs 2018.

The Society would like to thank the authors and donors 
for these donations.  As with all our books and journals, 
these are available for loan to members.  Details of what 
we have may be found in the Library section of the 
website.  Please contact me at recorder@pdmhs.co.uk to 
borrow any of our items.

John Pigott

http://www.zipworld.co.uk
mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
https://pdmhs.co.uk/observations-discoveries/
https://maps.nls.uk/os/6inch-england-and-wales/
mailto:recorder@pdmhs.co.uk
mailto:recorder@pdmhs.co.uk


10

Book Review
Minerals of the English Midlands
Minerals of the English Midlands by Roy Starkey.  
Published by British Mineralogy Publications, 432pp.
Paperback: ISBN 978 0 9930182 3 7
Limited Edition Hardback ISBN 978 0 9930182 2 0
If you are into minerals this really is a great book!  It is 
written in an easy to read style, is informative and is full 
of excellent colour photographs of mineral specimens.  
That said it could not be described as a coffee table book.
The book covers the minerals found in a large area of 
England stretching from Gloucestershire in the south to 
Derbyshire in the north, and from Rutland in the east 
to the Welsh borders.  There are introductory chapters 
which describe the regional geology and mineral 
deposits, together with a short introduction to the 
minerals of the region.

Each county is allocated a chapter which begins with 
introductory texts on its geological setting and economic 
geology, and a section focussing on the area’s past 
extractive industries includes some interesting historic 
photographs.  The author then systematically describes 
the minerals found in each of the counties.
These descriptions are copiously illustrated with colour 
photographs together with detailed descriptions of 
the specimens, including information on locality and 
which collection it is in.  Most of the photographs 
were taken by the author himself and include examples 
of specimens in national collections as well as those 
in several old private collections, including that at 
Chatsworth House, and the contemporary collections of 
himself and his associates.

He concludes the book with chapters containing notes on 
the various mineral collections, both historic and more 
contemporary, that he has examined, the collectors that 
assembled them and the dealers that sold specimens.  
There is a final chapter on decorative stone - Alabaster, 
Blue John and Ashford Black Marble.  The book 
concludes with a comprehensive list of references.
Unsurprisingly the Peak District features strongly and if 
you have an interest in the minerals found in the Peak, 
or elsewhere in the Midlands, I thoroughly recommend 
this volume.  Given its size (over 400 A4 pages) and the 
profusion of illustrations in colour it is good value for 
money at £35.00 plus p & p for the paperback version.
It is a thoroughly researched book and is, I suspect, the 
culmination of several years of work by the author who 
clearly has a thorough knowledge of his subject.  It is 
one of the few books that I have read in which I have 
failed to notice any typographic errors; both the author 
and his proof readers are to be congratulated on this feat, 
though it is possible that the odd one escaped my notice! 
The book is available from the author at:-

www.britishmineralogy.com
at £45 for the paperback or £60 for the hardback version 
including shipping, or from Scarthin Books, Cromford 
or from Buxton Museum.

Richard Shaw

Georgian and Victorian Boxed 
Mineral Collections
A Request for Information
Georgian and Victorian mineral dealers would offer 
assembled collections of rocks, minerals and fossils to 
the Nobility and Gentry who aspired to a natural history 
collection for their amusement, but also to establish their 
credentials to friends and colleagues and to prove they had 
a genuine interest in geology and natural sciences.  These 
collections could be had for many guineas and housed 
in elaborate mahogany boxes and cabinets.  Smaller 
collections could be obtained for as little as 6d (six pence) 
and were generally enclosed in cardboard trays.  These 
were principally for the tourist and impulse buyer.
There were collections available associated with 
blowpipe kits, so that elementary analysis could be 
performed in the field.  These were aimed at the would-
be explorers of the new continents.
Derbyshire had two famous suppliers of mineral 
collections, White Watson and John Mawe, the earliest 
examples of these date from the late 18th Century.
I am currently trying to establish a database of boxed 
collections, of which I already have a number, but would 
like to invite any interested parties or owners of such 
collections to contact me to add to this fascinating area 
of early mineral collecting, especially of the highly 
significant contribution made by the Derbyshire dealers.
If you would like to participate, I can be contacted via 
the PDMHS Editor on newsletter@pdmhs.com

John Cooke

http://www.britishmineralogy.com
mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com
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A Visit to Spitzbergen
In July 2018 I paid a visit to Spitsbergen, where I  
visited the two coal mining towns of Pyramiden and 
Longyearbyen.

Pyramiden has been abandoned as far as mining goes, 
but there are a lot of buildings which the Russian owners 
are trying to develop as a tourist attraction.  I went on a 
conducted tour so, unfortunately, there was no chance of 
breaking away and looking over the mining installations 
themselves.  Our guide had a gun in case of polar 

bear attack!  I got some photos of the 
buildings and, from a distance, some of 
the mineral processing and transporting 
plant.  It appeared that two seams well 
up a mountain side had been exploited.  
They would have no trouble with water, 
I guess, in the permafrost.  We were told 
the Russian workers came over for a 
two year stint, after which they would 
have accumulated enough money to buy 
a furnished apartment on their return 
home.  While they were in Pyramiden 
their food and accommodation was all 
free, and really there was nothing to 
spend their earnings on.
Longyearbyen is well populated 
with houses, a museum, church and 
supermarket as well as tourist shops. A 
statue of a coal miner and also a stuffed 

polar bear adorned the main street.  With the clean air 
and the snow on the mountains, it reminded me of an 
alpine ski resort, but without the crowds or the skiing, 
and practically at sea level.  We were told there had been 
seven separate coal mines, but only one is working now.  
One of the mines was set on fire and closed by enemy 
action during the second world war. Coal used to be 
transported to the port by an extensive aerial ropeway 
system carrying buckets.  The pylons, all of wooden 
construction, are still there but the system doesn’t function 
any more and  transport from the one remaining working 
mine is now by lorry.  Polar bears are an ever present, 
albeit infrequent, threat.  There were road signs on the 
perimeter of the town beyond which we were told it was 
illegal to pass without a rifle.  Notices at the supermarket 
door said to leave your gun outside before entering.  I 
asked our guide if a rifle bullet would stop a polar bear: 
“no” she said “you would have to empty the magazine”.

Axel Chatburn

Evelyn Dixon
Sadly, in 2018 we have lost another stalwart of the 
Museum and Society, Evelyn Dixon.  She became 
involved initially with the Crich group at the Tramway 
Museum, and then became Museum Manager at the 
Mining Museum, with the highlight being her showing 
the Princess Royal around the Museum.  She also held 
several important positions in the Society, including 
Chairman and Treasurer, and acted as a proof reader for 
Mining History.  In retirement she became a member 
of the Museum Management Committee, as well as 
volunteering at the Museum, doing shop front duties, and 
cataloguing the artefact store.  She enjoyed many visits to 
the Northern Pennines and was involved with the Winster 
group at Horse Buttocks mine.  She had a keen interest in 
geology, and had may holidays enjoying her hobby.
Her final years were spent near her daughter in Cornwall.

Robin Hall

The statue of a coalminer in the main street of 
Longyearbyen

Photo: Axel Chatburn

Remains of mining plant and a conveyor system at Pyramiden
Photo: Axel Chatburn
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Robin Hall
As many of you will know, Robin Hall, Project Leader 
of our Museum, has retired from the post. Robin’s 
interest in the Museum started when he joined The 
Monday Night Group many years ago after attending 
talks by Dr Jim Rieuwerts.
Twenty years ago Robin took over the Project Leader’s 
mantle from Dr Lynn Willies, then on his second stint. 
Since then, with the support of his wife Maxine, he has 
devoted much of his time to administration, negotiation 
and construction, all on a voluntary basis.
We have been aware for some time that Robin would, for 
one reason or another, have to slow down his activities. 
That time has arrived and the question then is “who 
takes over?”.
It has been decided that we will not find his like again 
and the job will be split, with Clare taking on the 
administration and a new Project Leader appointed to 
guide the Museum into the future. Maxine will continue 
as Museum Manager. Who the new person will be we do 
not know at the time of writing but we hope that a name 
will be announced soon.
I understand that Robin will be returning on occasions to 
do jobs which he chooses, not ones which he has to do. 
Before that, work elsewhere beckons.
As Chairman of the Museum Sub-Committee I would 
like to thank Robin for making my life easier and wish 
him, on behalf of The Society, a long and happy second 
retirement.

Keith Gregory

PDMHS Newsletter, April 2019
The deadline for the April 2019 edition of the Newsletter 
is Friday the 1st of March 2019.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
 Telephone: 01933 675428
 Email: newsletter@pdmhs.com

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee
Registered Charity No 504662
Registered Office:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR Tel: 01629 583834
Web Sites:
Society: www.pdmhs.co.uk
Museum: www.peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk/
The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided 
that acknowledgment is made of the source.
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society.

New Members
Please welcome these new members who have recently 
joined the Society.

Lisa and Mark Brunt, Merstham, REDHILL
Sue Burt, Cromford, MATLOCK
Jude Chapman, GLOSSOP
Peter Chivers, Wirksworth, MATLOCK
Ed Dennison, BEVERLEY 
David Haspel, Idridgehay, BELPER
Terry and Freda Mansfield, BURY ST. EDMUNDS
Abigail Martin, Darley Dale, MATLOCK
Ian and Michelle Mateer, CHESTERFIELD 
Hugh Memess, WELWYN GARDEN CITY
Jemma Nichols, John Judge and family, Baslow, 

BAKEWELL
Mick Thornley, Whisby, LINCOLN
Judith and Anthony Ward, Whiston, 

STOKE-ON-TRENT
Edward and Joy Wilkinson, Ashford-in-the-Water, 

BAKEWELL
We hope they will all find their membership of the 
Society to be an enjoyable and rewarding experience, 
and that they will go on to take a full part in all the 
activities of the Society.

Keith Gregory
Membership Secretary

Tramway Museum Tours
As part of the Crich Project. the Tramway Museum 
Society have offered our members a “behind the scenes” 
tour of their workshops. This would be held during the 
close season at a date to be arranged.
Please send expressions of interest to me before the 31st 
of December 2018 at chairman@pdmhs.com.

Mike Luff
Project Leader.

NAMHO Conference 2019
Cambrian Mines Trust will be hosting the NAMHO 
2019 Conference from the 4th to the 8th of July 2019.
The theme will be “Mine Exploration as a Research 
Tool - Applications in Mining History, Geology and 
Archaeology”.  The venue will be in Ceredigion, centred 
on Llanafon.
Information will be available in early 2019.  Look at the 
website:  www.namho.org.
If you are interested in providing a presentation 
for the Conference, please contact Peter Claughton  
p.f.claughton@exeter.ac.uk
Further to this the NAMHO Council meeting on the 17th 
of November heard an interesting proposal about the 
future protection of mine engine houses. We may expect 
to see the launch of a new initiative.

Peter Jackson

mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com
http://www.pdmhs.co.uk
http://www.peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk/
mailto:chairman@pdmhs.com
http://www.namho.org
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