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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.
Newsletter No. 171 July 2019

Membership Renewal 2019 - 2020
Members are reminded that their membership will be 
due for renewal on the 1st of September 2019.
Subscriptions for 2019 - 2020 will be as follows:-
 Individual Member: £25.00 
 Joint Members: £27.00 
 Family Members: £29.00 
 Institutional Member: £35.00
A Membership Renewal Form is included with this 
Newsletter, please respond promptly.  You can also 
pay your subscription by Bank Transfer, using the 
Membership Number on your Newsletter mailing label 
as reference.  Please confirm your renewal by email to 
membership@pdmhs.com and treasurer@pdmhs.com.
Please refer to the Renewal Form for full details.

Keith Gregory

Heritage Open Day, Magpie Mine
The Heritage Open Day has become a well-established 
feature on the Society’s calendar.  This year’s event will 
take place on Sunday the 15th of September 2019 at 
Magpie Mine.  As usual, we will be providing guided 
tours of the site for anyone and everyone.  If you’ve 
never visited Magpie Mine, or if you’ve been before but 
were disappointed that there was no-one there to explain 
the fascinating history of the mine, of the years of boom 
and bust, the alleged murders and the ‘Widow’s Curse’, 
then now’s your opportunity.  Tours start at 11:00am 
and will run as required until 4:00pm.  There’s no need 
to book, and if you have to wait a little while, there’ll 
be free tea or coffee, and a variety of displays to occupy 
your time.  Entry is free, but donations towards the 
upkeep of the site will be welcomed.
If you have been before, you’ll know how successful 
these events are.  Despite poor weather, we had over 
300 visitors last year, so we want all the help we can get 
to make sure things go smoothly.  Not only do we need 
people as guides, but also to serve refreshments, act as 
car park attendants, put out signage, and generally keep 
our visitors occupied and entertained.  We also need 
help the Sunday before (8th September) to make the site 
clean and tidy.  If you have the opportunity to distribute 
advertising posters, let us know and we’ll get some 
posters to you.
Please contact Andy Gillings (tel: 0115 963 5497, 
e-mail: squarechimney@pdmhs.com) if you can help in 
any way, or for more information about the event.

Andy Gillings

Annual General Meeting 2019
The Forty-fifth Annual General Meeting of the Peak 
District Mines Historical Society Ltd. will be held at 
11:30am on Saturday the 16th of November, at the Peak 
District Lead Mining Museum, Matlock Bath.
As you will see from the details of the Committee of the 
Society below, the Articles of Association require that a 
number of extremely important roles in the running of the 
Society will become vacant at this meeting.
Members are asked to give serious consideration to the 
possibility of them serving the Society on the Committee  
in some way in order to ensure that we can continue 
to function efficiently and develop successfully for the 
benefit of all our members.
The Committee elected at the Forty-fourth AGM, held 
on Saturday the 17th of November 2018, is as follows:-
Chairman Mike Luff*
Deputy Chairman Post Vacant
Hon. Secretary Post Vacant
Hon. Treasurer Post Vacant
Hon. Recorder John Pigott ‡
Hon. Editor Richard Shaw ‡
Ordinary Members
 Shirley Burtonshaw
 Andy Gillings
 Rob Hindle*
 Alan Keen
 Martin Long*
 Arthur Wilson (Acting Treasurer)
Those whose names are marked thus ‡ are retiring and are 
eligible for re-election.  Those whose names are marked * 
are retiring and are not eligible for re-election.
Currently Steve Thompson is acting as Secretary, but is 
not a Director of the Society or a Trustee of the Charity; 
he is keen to pass this important role on to someone else.
Nominations will be required for the positions of:

The Hon. Chairman The Deputy Chairman
The Hon. Secretary The Hon. Treasurer
The Hon. Recorder The Hon. Editor
Two Ordinary Members

The formal business of the AGM will, as has become 
traditional, be followed by an excellent and leisurely 
buffet lunch, and during the afternoon we can promise 
a number of interesting, illustrated talks to keep you 
entertained and, hopefully, enlightened in some way.

Steve Thompson
Acting Secretary (pro tem)

mailto:membership@pdmhs.com
mailto:treasurer@pdmhs.com
mailto:squarechimney@pdmhs.com
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News from the Museum
The Temple Mine site has had a mini-makeover prior to 
the summer season.  After more than 20 years the old 
tanks were leaking water and the wood was starting to 
rot so it was time to have new tanks made - we hope 
the new tanks, built by volunteers, will last just as long.  
The site has been freshened up with a coat of paint on 
the gate and railings but more work is needed there.  An 
electrician is going to replace the emergency lighting at 
the mine, but we are not sure that he fully appreciates 
the way the clay in the mine manages to coat any tools 
that you take in.  It is certainly going to be a messy job!
Temple Mine has a lot more to offer in terms of 
educational visits and as a way to increase tickets sales, 
and we are starting to put together ideas in advance of 
applying for a grant to support this work.  However 
this is not a quick fix and will take several years to 
complete, in the meantime if anyone would like to 
come and tidy-up the site each month, or would like to 
set up a working team that would be much appreciated.
As part of the national Museums at Night celebration 
we opened to visitors on one evening in May, beginning 
with a short talk on how and why the Museum started, 
and then gave people a chance to look around.  It was 
a very enjoyable evening with twenty eight people 
joining Dr Lynn Willies who was on hand to answer 
questions.
The ‘Summer Walks’ programme is now under way; 
these local heritage walks all take place within a few 
miles of Matlock Bath and are led by volunteer Tony 
Wood.  There are usually between 25 and 30 people 
on the walk and a mix of local people and visitors.  As 
well as increasing awareness of the rich lead mining 
history these walks are a good fund-raiser for the 
Museum.  A list of the remaining walks is included in 
this newsletter.  We are currently putting together the 
Autumn-Spring talk programme which will start on 
Tuesday the 15th of October with John Barnatt’s talk on 
the Archaeology of Underground Mines and Quarries in 
England – we do advise you to buy tickets in advance 
as this will be a popular talk.
The Museum has a range of second-hand books for 
sale including many on mining, geology and industrial 
history.  Most are out on display but some of the rarer 
books will be being listed on the Museum’s website 
and Facebook page as well as in some newsletters.  If 
you call in at the Museum do ask to see the list of the 
rarer books.  If you have some duplicate copies, or 
books you no longer want on your book shelves and 
would like to donate them please drop them off at the 
Museum.
The next few months will be busy as we have a lot 
of school groups booked in to visit the Museum and 
Mine.  Enthoven’s lead works have arranged for a 
group of representatives from different lead industries 
across Europe to visit Temple Mine, and Derby Round 

Table will also be bringing international visitors to go 
underground.  
We are working hard to promote the Museum with 
increased leaflet distribution, articles in magazines and 
newspapers and on BBC Radio.  If you are able to help 
out or have any contacts in Radio or TV please do get 
in touch. 
Finally, we are pleased to have received, for the third 
consecutive year, the Certificate of Excellence from 
TripAdvisor which is awarded to attractions that 
consistently earn great reviews from visitors.

Clare Herbert

Forthcoming Event:

Museum Heritage Walks 
Fundraising for the Museum.
Wednesday, 24th July at 7.00pm

Join Tony Wood on a walk over Bonsall Moor to 
discover the mining history under your feet and how 
to interpret the surface remains.

Wednesday, 28th August at 7.00pm
Tony Wood will be leading a walk around the 
village of Winster and the surrounding fields.

Tickets £3 per person must be purchased in advance at 
the Peak District Lead Mining Museum in Matlock Bath, 
or ‘phone 01629 583834 during Museum opening hours.

Clare Herbert
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Meets Programme, July to 
September 2019
UEG Underground Trip – Pretoria Chert 
Mine, Bakewell
Tuesday July 16th 2019:  Leader: John Barnatt, meet on 
Butts Lane, at the NW end before Lady Manners School, 
6.45pm.  Ten places available.
This trip will visit one of the best-preserved mines in the 
Peak, which was worked for chert until the 1960s.  It has 
impressive packwalls and lots of artefacts still in place.
Apart from a short fixed ladder climb at the entrance, the 
trip will mostly involve walking height passages and so 
is suitable for novices.
For more information see Mining History vol. 19 no. 6

UEG Underground SRT Trip – Water 
Icicle Close Mine, Monyash
Tuesday August 13th 2019:  Leader: Martin Long, meet 
at the end of Derby Lane, Monyash, 7.00pm.  Six places 
available.  There is a permit system in place for parking 
so please arrange in advance with Martin to get these.
This trip will visit this part-mined, part natural system 
which has been extended in recent years. There are large 
cave passages and evidence of the miners removing the 
stalacmites which gave the mine its name.
As access is through a 105 foot deep shaft, participants 
must be competent in SRT and come suitably equipped.
For more information about Water Icicle Close Mine see 
PDMHS Bulletin vol. 3 no. 5. 
Members who would be interested in being trained in 
SRT (single rope techinque) should contact Martin Long 
(training@pdmhs.com).  If there is demand for this then 
a training session can be arranged.

UEG Underground Trip – Old Tor Mine, 
Castleton 
Tuesday September 24th 2019:  Leader: Adam Russell, 
meet at Speedwell Mine, 7.00pm.  Eight places 
available.
This Blue John mine is located in the Winnats Pass, and 
is a great opportunity to see what this famed decorative 
mineral looks like in situ.
The trip is mostly in walking height passages, but there 
is a steep climb down to the lower part of the mine 
which will be rigged with a ladder and handline.

Underground Trip - Masson Cavern, 
Matlock Bath
Tuesday October 1st 2019.  Leader: Tony Wood, an 
evening trip by kind permission of the “Heights of 
Abraham”.  Limited places available.
BCA insurance is essential.  For further details, or to 
book your place(s), please contact Paul Chandler.
Contact details are below:

The underground meets are intended primarily for 
members of the PDMHS Underground Exploration 
Group (UEG).  Guests with current British Caving 
Association (BCA) Caving Insurance may be welcome 
to join these meets at the discretion of the leader.  Free 
temporary insurance is available for up to three trips 
for those wanting to give it a try.
The UEG is a BCA member club, and membership 
of the UEG allows members to take advantage of a 
discounted rate for BCA insurance as Club Individual 
Members (£17.00) rather than as Direct Individual 
Members (£22.00).  To enquire about membership 
of the UEG or any of the UEG  meets please email  
ueg@pdmhs.com.
Paul Chandler can be contacted by phone or text 
on 07908 605713, or by email to meets@pdmhs.com 
stating that the message is for Paul.
General enquiries about meets should be emailed 
to meets@pdmhs.com, and offers to lead meets will 
always be gratefully received.

Chris James
Meets Coordinator

Contributing to the Newsletter
Contributions to the PDMHS Newsletter will always 
be gratefully received.  There are a number of ways 
you can send your masterpiece in:-
1: By Email
This is the most convenient way for most people.  
Please send text as a Microsoft Word document.  Try 
to keep to a simple format, I would recommend Times 
New Roman in 16 point for main headings, 14 point 
for sub-headings and 12 point for the main body of the 
text.  Please try to give your work a meaningful title.
Please DO NOT embed photographs or diagrams in 
the text, send the images separately.  Ideally send 
photographs as 300dpi RGB, JPEG or TIFF files, 
drawings and diagrams may be sent in any convenient 
bitmap or vector format.
2: By Post
If you wish to send your work by post it is best typed 
following the email guidelines - the text can then 
be scanned in directly using OCR.  However, I am 
perfectly happy to accept legible hand written articles 
too...
Good quality photographs and drawings are always 
welcome, or could be sent as digital images on a CD.
3: By Telephone
You could even phone me and dictate an item while I 
crayon it on the wall to be typed later.  However you 
choose your contribution will be most welcome.
Contact details for the Newsletter are on the back page.

Steve Thompson

mailto:training@pdmhs.com
mailto:ueg@pdmhs.com
mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
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A Recent Addition to Peak District 
History:
Duchy of Lancaster Pleadings
Thanks to Roger Flindall, who supplied the internet 
references, I have recently read a catalogue of over 
200 documents relating to parishes in the Peak District, 
mostly from the 17th century but which often refer to 
earlier dates, and with a substantial proportion relating 
to mining.  The source of the documents is the National 
Archive at Kew, and was presumably compiled whilst 
Andy Wood prepared his PhD thesis, later published as 
The Politics of Social Conflict: The Peak Country 1520-
1770, Cambridge University Press.
The entries vary in detail but all list the names of those 
involved and the places involved in the pleadings, and in 
some there is substantial detail.  They are a particularly 
useful source for the mid to late 16th and early 17th 
century.  As an example (below), an item for Winster has 
been selected which is currently of particular relevance 
and will be considered in the following short note.  The 
underlining is mine
Reference: DL 4/67/63.  “Duchy of Lancaster: Court 
of Duchy Chamber: Pleadings, Depositions and 
Examinations, Series II.  Depositions.”
Short title:  Attorney General of the Duchy of Lancaster 
v Cadman.
Plaintiffs:  Attorney General of the Duchy of Lancaster 
[at the relation of Thomas Eyre].
Defendants:  John Cadman and Richard Hawley.
Documents: depositions concerning Winster, 
Derbyshire.  Taken 2 September, 15 James I. (1617)
Deponents for plaintiffs: John Mycocke of Tideswell, 
husbandman, aged 77, whose memory of Winster goes 
back 40 years [to 1577], deposed that he heard that 
John Greaves had procured a grant to keep a Court 
Leet at Winster for the last 33 years.  The inhabitants 
of Winster have appeared at the Court Leet and Court 
Baron for High Peak Manor.  About 30 years ago he was 
bailiff for the High Peak Court and served for 7 years, 
knowing many of the freeholders of Winster [recites 
barmote laws and office of barmaster]; Edward Jackson 
of Winster, husbandman, aged 64, whose memory goes 
back ‘always’ [to 1553], deposed that about 30 years 
ago Mr Eyre, then barmaster of High Peak, tendered a 
dish to measure lead ore within Winster but was denied 
by one Greytrixe the servant to the Earl of Shrewsbury.  
[Dish measure of lead ore based on a standard brass 
dish, usually oblong in shape].  The defendant John 
Cadman is currently barmaster of Winster and had been 
for 16 years.  About 30 years ago the officers of the 
Earl of Shrewsbury obtained a licence from freeholders 
to build an ‘oare house’ [ore house].  This was built 
by the ‘licence and consent’ of the freeholders.  His 
father was one of the freeholders.  Save for the ore 
house, the Countess of Shrewsbury has no lands in or 
power over Winster; Robert Eyre of Highlow, esquire, 

aged 54, deposed that 25 years ago he was barmaster 
of the High Peak under his uncle Robert Eyre, esquire, 
of Edale who was steward of various courts under the 
Earl of Shrewsbury.  His uncle sent him to measure ore 
in Winster and be barmaster there but an officer of the 
Earl of Shrewsbury refused him to do so; Robert Hall of 
Winster, miner, aged 67, whose memory goes back 50 
years [to 1567], [supports the jurisdiction of the Duchy 
of Lancaster in the High Peak barmote]; John Robinson 
alias Clarke of Elton, miner, aged 74; George Bagshawe 
of Flagg, yeoman, aged 28; Edmund Evans of Winster, 
miner, aged 58; Mark Stone of Winster, miner, aged 44; 
Raphe Halley of Winster, husbandman, aged 50; William 
Cocker of Castleton, yeoman, aged 33.
Note (added to all entries):  “This catalogue entry was 
created by Dr Hannah Robb and Professor Andy Wood, 
in a trial of the potential reuse of academic research 
notes, funded by the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council in 2017-2018”.
Dr Hannah Robb and Professor Andy Wood are to be 
congratulated on making these difficult-to-access papers 
available.  Hopefully this will be the first batch of many.

Lynn Willies
Editor’s Note:  These 210 records can be found using 
the National Archives “Discovery” Advanced Search at:
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/advanced-search
and enter “Andy Wood” in the “Exact word or phrase” 
field and “DL 4” in the “Search for or within references” 
area.  Many other records of various types can be found 
similarly too.  For those who cannot easily get to the 
National Archives copies (digital scans) of the original 
documents can be obtained at a modest cost.

Winster Oare House 1587
The catalogue entry for Winster of 15 James I (1617), 
provided by Robb and Wood, cited in the previous 
note has, inter alia, a reference to thirty years earlier, 
i.e.  1587 or thereabouts when the Earl of Shrewsbury 
obtained a licence from the freeholders of Winster to 
build an “oare house”, which clearly was done.
Currently the Peak District National Park Authority 
(PDNPA) has decided, not without some controversy, to 
put the Winster Ore-house up for sale by tender.  I for one 
had thought it originated at a substantially later date.  It 
is sited at the edge of the former waste or common land, 
at the top of the village where the old Portway crosses 
the modern roads, in a small triangular area bounded by 
the roads.  It is a square gritstone building, flat topped but 
with a stone-arched roof under, and has two chutes on the 
rear wall, and is today no doubt, substantially modified, 
and open at the front.  It was apparently used, probably 
until the end of the 19th century (then owned by Edward 
Wass or later his estate), for storing ore-purchases 
from the local, many small lead mines.  A possible and 
almost certainly substantially later second ore-house was 
probably sited near the crossroads of the Elton Road and 
the Ivonbrook-Picory Corner Road.  It possibly reflected 
the northward shift of mining as soughs and steam power 

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/advanced-search
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developed.  It was destroyed in road widening in the mid 
20th century.  No others of a like-type in the Peak have 
come to the writer’s notice.  It has been the site of a lead 
mining display by the PDNPA for a decade or more and 
they presumably hope for a sympathetic new owner.
Whether the current building is the same, or partly the 
same as that erected about 1587 cannot be certain.  It 
was well-sited for the convenience of the mines and ore 
buyers operating at that time and at the very least it is 
likely to be on the same site as the original.  At that time, 
ore production, because of the outcrop of the Lower 
Lava with which the mineralisation was related, was 
generally close to the same contour as the ore house, 
across from Pitts Mine to the east of the Liberty and 
to Portaway Pipe (Portway Yate mines) a very short 
distance away on its north and west side.
An agreement of this nature with the freeholders rather 
than the Lord of the Manor in 1587 is also unusual.  
However, the manor of Winster, at an unknown date 
previously, perhaps late 15th or early 16th century, had 
been sold to its freeholders and the manor effectively 
abolished.  
1587 was at the time when the Earl of Shrewsbury, the 
lead, land and coal magnate of his time, was extending his 
lead smelting activities using the newly developed water-
powered ore hearth smelting process and the introduction 
of the sieve for improved washing or dressing of ore.  
These were leading to a rapid expansion of the industry 
and the reworking of old hillocks and mines across the 
Peak for which Winster must have been important.  They 
mark the beginning of the hugely significant expansion 
which led to Derbyshire becoming the leading lead 
production area in the 17th and 18th century and lead 
becoming England’s second-most important export.  
The possibility, even probability, is therefore, that the 
existing Winster ore house is on the original site of the 
1587 construction and that part of the building, if only 
the foundation, may well belong to that time, Always 
important in the story, this suggests more investigation 
may further elevate it in the hierarchy of lead mining 
monuments in the area.

Lynn Willies

A Comment on the Winster Ore House
It seems to me from some of my research that the 
Winster Ore House  may be unusual in another way.  In 
delving through the Devonshire Mining Collection in 
Chatsworth I regularly find entries in Barmaster’s Bills 
of Charges such as: “Rent of Taddington ore house for 
one half yeare 2/6d”.  These are often associated with 
records of the Barmaster purchasing “ore bags” or “ore 
baggs”, and charges for something such as “Inning 10 
loades of Lott oare”.  All these tend to indicate that 
the ore houses being referred to here (Taddington and 
Sheldon are the ones I regularly pick up, but that may 
simply reflect the areas I am interested in) were being 
used purely for the storage of the duty ore prior to sale.  
Winster does seem to be different...

Steve Thompson

Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 69
Chance Level, Ible Wood, Via Gellia, 
Derbyshire, SK 254 568
This short but interesting level was first reported in Part 
51 of Observations and Discoveries (Newsletter 153), 
and historical detail was added in Part 53, including 
confirming its name as Chance Level (Newsletter 155).  
On a visit in April 2019 a number of further details 
worthy of reporting were noted.
Adjacent to the current entrance shaft there is an area 
where the bedrock is rather loose due to it being split 
by a number of very thin (c.  0.5 cm) mineralised joints 
perpendicular to the level.  This area has been worked 
back on both sides for about a metre, and superficially 
looks like a trial of the mineralised joints.  However, 
these joints have split the rock into ‘slices’, and these 
could be removed in long slabs of a suitable size for use 
as stemples; there are a number of such pieces laid at 
the side of the level ready for use.  Given this, it would 
appear that the working in this area has been to produce 
stone slabs for roof stempling further down the level 
rather than being a highly optimistic trial.
Nearby there is a fragment of chain, a metal rod with an 
eye at one end and washers at the other, and some rotten 
lengths of wood at the side of the level.  These may be all 
that remains of a corve; the eye originally may have been 
attached to the chain while the other end of the rod was 
attached to a thin piece of wood using the washers; the 
end of the rod was peened over one of the washers to hold 
it in place.  If this is the case then it looks like the eye was 
attached to a board on the front of a corve and pulled by 
the chain, with the pieces of wood being the runners.
Above the main level is a higher level that can be 
accessed at a number of points.  This is partly backfilled, 
heavily sooted and shows the ogee arch profile 
characteristic of firesetting.  Burnt coal and heat-altered 
limestone fragments in the floor provide further evidence 
that it was driven by firesetting.  At the far end of the 
main level, there are further isolated areas of heavy 
sooting; this may suggest that this level is a redriving of 
an earlier level using gunpowder

Present - Adam Russell, Niki Adlam-Stiles, 
Arthur Wilson, Scott Humphries

Reported: Adam Russell

Mine Workings within the P8 Cave 
Entrance Series, SK 10791 81783.
On a recent caving trip with the TSG into P8 swallet, 
a decision was made to investigate the area known as 
The Flats, situated close to the entrance, but higher up 
than the roof of Cascade Chamber which immediately 
follows it; these are  reached by clambering up boulders 
on the left, away from the water route.  The Flats area 
is controlled by a bedding plane, creating a mostly flat 
roof, but with much collapse and breakdown resulting in 
awkward boulder chokes in some areas of the chambers.
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The zig-zag profile of the stream, as in the Giants Hole 
Crabwalk, is controlled by several small scrins in the 
reef limestone which cut across the passage at intervals, 
which lead to a change in its route due to changes in 
density, resistance to corrosion and solubility.  These 
scrins also cut across The Flats at a higher level, and 
here there are several areas of pronounced pickwork 
around the scrins, with clear evidence of mineral 
removal and gravel littering the floor.
The scrins themselves largely comprise barite, with thin 
strings of yellow and blue fluorite, and a few scrapings 

of galena remaining in a few places.  None of the 
remaining traces of the scrins were more than a few 
inches wide at any point, and so it is unlikely that any 
ore found here was in any significant quantity; whether 
it was worth the ‘trouble’ of registering this work under 
a mining title is unknown. It is presumed that these 
scrins are the splayed ends of the large and very long 
Faucet (also known as Foreside) Rake, as visible surface 
workings on that vein terminate close by at the shale 
contact.  Heathcote (2001, p.  20) mentions what must be 

the same workings in a brief description 
of the ‘lost’ Perrypitts Sough, and also 
lists a nearby mine called ‘Lum’, already 
operating in 1752, so it is conceivable that 
these workings could be part of this title.  
Smith and Waltham (1973) also briefly 
mention a ‘partially-mined section’ within 
P8 and note the earlier removal of a calcite 
curtain in the streamway, before the cave 
was re-discovered, confirming that miners 
had entered the cave system centuries 
before.  No shotholes were noted on our 
(admittedly brief) visit, and a further 
inspection is required to ascertain the full 
extent of the work.
However, the really interesting question 
is where the miners actually entered 
the system.  An email exchange with 
Clive Westlake confirmed that the mine 
workings had been briefly noted when the 
Manchester Group of the BSA first entered 

Plate 1:  One of the scrins in The Flats in P8
Photo: Phil Wolstenholme

Plate 2: Pickwork at one of the scrins in The Flats. 
Photo: Dominika Wrøblewska

Plate 3: Detail of the pickwork, showing the scrin 
worked. Photo: Phil Wolstenholme
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the cave system in 1964, initially named ‘Jackpot’, but 
little time was spent investigating that aspect of the 
cave.  The exploration notes described by Smith and 
Waltham state that the original entrance, a very low crawl 
only accessible to their smallest members, was deemed 
completely impractical for regular use, and surveying 
showed that an artificial (present) entrance could be 
created using concrete at the stream sink point, thus 
bypassing the extremely tight crawl.  Given that miners 
would need at least hand-tools and other provisions, and 
that any ore found would also have to be conveniently 
removed, it seems unlikely that they too would have 
persevered with this torturous route, and that a more 
convenient entrance must have been used.
Any roof access is probably lost in the extensive 
collapse now present, but Heathcote does also mention 
a personal comment by Phil Shaw of a short length of 
accessible mined passage, so it is possible entry was 
from another underground working.  As there are the 
remains of hillocks nearby, shallow shafts may have 
existed here, but if so these have collapsed or were 
backfilled as they became unused.  As our visit was 
extremely short, and as some of this information has 
only come to light subsequently, another visit is planned 
to take a closer look at what are, admittedly minor but 
very interesting workings.

Present: Alex Crow, Louise McMahon, Jess Stirrups, 
Dominika Wrøblewska, Phil Wolstenholme.

Reported: Phil Wolstenholme

References:
Heathcote, C., 2001. A History and Gazetteer of the 
Mines in the Liberty of Peak Forest, Derbyshire: 
1606-1878. Mining History 14.5, pp. 1-28.
Smith, P.B., Waltham, A.C., 1973. The P8 Cave 
System, Castleton. Cave Science, BSA Journal 50, 
pp. 21-22.

Opencuts, Earl Rake, Bradwell, 
Derbyshire, SK 1673 8020
On the section of Earl Rake running to the west of 
Tophole Lane, there are some short sections of exposed 
opencut adjacent to the footpath that runs along the line 
of the rake.

The vein is around 1 m wide and the opencuts range 
in depth between 1 m and 4 m deep.  No shotholes or 
sweeping pickwork is visible on any of the exposed 
vein cheeks but there are isolated stemple notches.  In 
one place, there is a single vertical line of seven shallow 
picked notches, but with no sign of second line adjacent 
as might be expected from a run of climbing stemples.  
This may suggest that the stemples were to hold back 
deads, although there is no indication of what was 
holding them up.  Alternatively, the stemples may have 
been part of a climbing way that only consisted of a 
single climbing run.

Reported: Adam Russell

Can you contribute to future editions of 
Observations and Discoveries ???
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 44 Marsh Way, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9AD
or  John Barnatt, 351 Worksop Road, Mastin Moor, 

Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S43 3DH
 Email:  observations@pdmhs.com

Digital Heritage and Publications
A sub group of PDMHS has been set up to look at these 
two issues.  There are two primary goals.

Digital Heritage
This relates to ensuring PDMHS assets such as diaries, 
printed material and photos are preserved in the long 
term.  Essentially that means copying and converting 
publications and photos into digital formats.  The 
benefits are:
• Digital copies can be stored in multiple locations 

reducing the risk of damage or loss
• Original items will be retained but should they suffer 

damage or loss (flood, fire, theft etc.) the content, the 
words and pictures, will be secure.

• Access can be provided on-line, so that digital 
documents, photos, databases and mapping can be 
viewed from anywhere with internet access.

• Research is facilitated by the ability to search large 
amounts of information remotely and in moments, 
rather than by wading through mountains of paper.

• Individual members may wish to have some of their 
own collections of relevant material included.  We 
aim to have images of significant historic relevance to 
lead mining in the Peak District and held in our library 
digitised as very high quality TIFF files.  This requires 
costly hardware and software and is time consuming.  
If you hold any comparable unique photo assets we can 
advise on getting these digitised too.

Publications
“Lead Mining in the Peak District”, edited by Trevor 
Ford and Jim Rieuwerts, remains a valuable resource, 
but is long out of print.  If we were to commission 
a new edition it would benefit from a significant 
revision.  In that case it seems appropriate to consider 
alternatives, ranging from a series of smaller walk 
guides to a full colour comprehensive replacement 
(or both).  The Digital Heritage work would benefit 
whatever publications might be proposed by helping 
source updated information about the mines, as well as 
improved mapping and additional photos.
“Lead Mining in the Peak District” (not to be confused 
by two smaller publications of the same name) was first 
published in 1968 by the (then) Peak Park Planning 
Board in conjunction with PDMHS.  There have 

mailto:observations@pdmhs.com
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been several reprints and revisions but it is now only 
available second hand.

We Need Your Help
We would like to invite members to get involved with 
the project.  Examples of ways in which you could help 
include:
• Revisiting the suggested walking routes in “Lead 

Mining in the Peak District” with an eye to updating 
them if appropriate and, if possible, to record a GPS 
track.  You might even consider leading a walk as 
a contribution to the PDMHS Walks Programme, 
contact meets@pdmhs.com in good time to ensure 
that the walk can be publicised in the Newsletter, and 
also online here https://pdmhs.co.uk/category/events/.

• You may be able to offer additional material to 
further enhance the Society’s digital archives.

• Transcribing hand-written photo captions (from the 
back of a photo or in a separate index to a collection).

• Using your personal knowledge to add captions to 
old photos.  Below, right and on the next page are 
some examples of such photos.  Can you add any 
additonal who, what, why, when or where details?

• Please visit the Digital Heritage web page
https://pdmhs.co.uk/digital-heritage/  to learn more 
and send any information you can add to these photos 
and we hope to add some more on-line. Alternatively 
you can email to PhotoArchive@pdmhs.com).

• If you believe there is another way in which you could 
contribute to either the Digital Heritage process or to 
new publications, we welcome any suggestions, please 
email DigitalHeritage@pdmhs.com.

Rob Hindle
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Can you help provide us with 
more information about any of 
these photographs ???
Previous Page:
Top Right:  P343. Repairs to the chimney at 
Baby and Alice shaft, Millclose Mine.  Date 
possibly c. 1912?
Bottom Right:  P285. Safety work on 
Brightside Shaft, Hassop.  November 1976.  
Personnel unknown.
Bottom Left:  P282. An attempt to open the 
Newcastle Road Adit at Brightside Mines, 
Hassop, November 1974.  Person unknown.
This Page:
Top Right:  P342. Millclose Mine, showing 
the Warren Carr Shaft (right) and the “Baby” 
and “Alice” engine houses (left).  Date 
unknown.
Centre Right:  P503. Winding engine at 
Long Rake Mine, possibly during a Society 
meet.  Date and personnel unknown.
Bottom Right:  P1355. Mandale Sough, 
possibly during a Society meet to 
Lathkilldale.  Date, and the person in the 
photo unknown.
Bottom Left:  P291. Roof repairs in the 
Clayton Adit, Ecton Copper Mines.  Date 
probably c . 1969, personnel unknown.
Please contact PhotoArchive@pdmhs.com.

mailto:PhotoArchive@pdmhs.com
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The Dave Williams’ Collection in the 
PDMHS Library
When former PDMHS Chairman and Hon. Recorder 
Dave Williams sadly passed away in November of 2018 
he kindly bequeathed his extensive collection of written 
documentation and books relating to Mining and Local 
History to the Society.
Work is now nearly complete on sorting and recording 
the documentation collected over many years, which 
includes the following:

Photocopies of documents from the Derbyshire 
Record Office particularly from the Brooke-Taylor 
collection on the Liberty of Ashford, and the 
Bagshawe collection.
Millclose Mine records from 1939.
Various Barmasters’ records, particularly on 
Watergrove Mine and mines in the Longstone and 
Wardlow areas.
Data on miners in the 1841 and 1851 censuses, plus 
details of fatal accidents in collieries and reports by 
Mines Inspectors.
Individual files on smaller Peak District lead mines 
containing information on annual measured ore 
production and reports from newspapers.

The full list of items in this collection is now available 
on the PDMHS website and if you wish to view any of 
the material please contact myself.
There are also several  hundred books on mining, 
industrial archaeology and local history and whilst 
many will become valuable additions to our Library any 
duplicates will be offered for sale in the Museum.

John Pigott
email: recorder@pdmhs.com

New Members
Please welcome these five new members who have 
recently joined the Society.

Geoff Buck, Doveridge, ASHBOURNE
Nicholas Clarke, SHEFFIELD
Charles Hall. Waterhouses, STOKE-ON-TRENT
Robert and Clare Sales, ASHBOURNE
Michael Ward, St Georges, TELFORD

We hope they will all find their membership of the 
Society to be an enjoyable and rewarding experience, 
and that they will go on to take a full part in all the 
activities of the Society.

Keith Gregory
Membership Secretary

Slop Moll and Peakshole Sough
With help from many others I am presently trying 
to untangle the complex hydrology of the Castleton 
springs: Peak Cavern Rising, Russet Well, Slop Moll 
and Peakshole Sough (which appears to have intersected 
a natural spring near the tail rather than functioning 
as a sough per se).  One thing that intrigues me is the 
name “Slop Moll”.  The earliest uses of the name I 
have tracked down are by Nellie Kirkham (Box 1 of 
her notes) and in a 1956 paper by Trevor Ford.  In both 
cases they assumed that Slop Moll was another name 
for Peakshole Sough and there was no evidence to the 

contrary until the excavations by Dave Penny (who has 
provided me with a great deal of useful information) and 
others.  My recent water tracing has shown that there 
are two different orifices but with some hydrological 
connection.  I would be grateful for thoughts from any 
readers on where the name Slop Moll comes from, and 
on the location.
Please email me at: j.gunn.1@bham.ac.uk

John Gunn
Reference:

Ford T D. 1956.  The Speedwell Cavern, Castleton. 
Transactions of the Cave Research Group G.B. 4, (2), 
pp. 99-124.

A view looking down the valley from Slop Moll.
A: Slop Moll; B: The outflow of Peakshole Sough; and C: The stream known as the Peakshole Water.

Photo John Gunn

mailto:recorder@pdmhs.com
mailto:j.gunn.1@bham.ac.uk
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Surplus Mining Books for Sale
Following recent donations the following mining books are for sale.  These are generally in a very good condition with 
their dust jackets.  All these books are for sale at the Peak District Lead Mining Museum, Matlock Bath.

Other books will shortly be available and if there are any you particularly wish to buy please contact myself.
John Pigott

email: recorder@pdmhs.com

Author Title Publisher Date Price
Bennett & Vernon Mines of the Gwydyr Forest, Pt. 1, Lllanwrst Gwydyr 1989 £4.00
Bennett & Vernon Mines of the Gwydyr Forest, Pt. 2, Hafna etc. Gwydyr 1990 £16.00
Bennett & Vernon Mines of the Gwydyr Forest, Pt. 3, Parc etc. Gwydyr 1991 £10.00
Bennett & Vernon Mines of the Gwydyr Forest, Pt. 4, Aberllyn etc. Gwydyr 1992 £7.00
Bennett & Vernon Mines of the Gwydyr Forest, Pt. 5, Coed Mawr Gwydyr 1993 £12.00
Bick Old Metal Mines of Mid-Wales Parts 1 to 5, Bound 

Volume, signed by the author.
Pound House 1978 £20.00

Bick Old Copper Mines of Snowdonia Pound House 1982 £3.00
Brook & Allbutt The Shropshire Lead Mines Moorland 1973 £3.00
Brown Mines of Shropshire Moorland 1976 £15.00
Burt Mines of Cardiganshire 1845-1913 University of 

Exeter
1988 £4.00

Collins Mineralogy of Cornwall and Devon Bradford Barton 1969 (1871) £7.00
Fawcett Lead mining in Swaledale Faust 1985 £8.00
Gill Swaledale: Its Mines and Smelt Mills Landmark 1995 £6.00
Gough Mines of Mendip David & Charles 1967 £13.00
Harris Industrial Archaeology of the Peak District David & Charles 1971 £5.00
Kirkham Derbyshire Lead Mining through the Centuries Bradford Barton 1968 £2.00
Metcalfe British Mining Fields IMM 1969 £3.00
Noall Botallack (Rare book) Bradford Barton 1972 £60.00
Noall St. Just Mining District Bradford Barton 1973 £8.00
Parker & Willies Peakland Lead Mines and Miners Moorland 1979 £15.00
Porter Ecton Copper under the Dukes of Devonshire Landmark 2004 £4.00
Porter & Robey Copper & Lead Mines around Manifold Valley Landmark 2000 £8.00
Raistrick Lead Industry of Wensleydale and Swaledale: 

Volume 1, The Mines
Moorland 1975 £9.00

Raistrick Lead Industry of Wensleydale and Swaledale: 
Volume 2, The Smelting Mills (2 copies)

Moorland 1975 £4.00

Raistrick Mines and Miners on Malham Moor Kelsall 1983 £4.00
Rieuwerts Derbyshire’s Old Lead Mines & Miners Moorland 1972 £2.00
Rieuwerts Laws & Customs of the Derbyshire lead mines Office Liaison £4.00
Rieuwerts Lead Mining in Derbyshire Volume 1 Landmark 2007 £35.00
Rieuwerts Lead Mining in Derbyshire Volume 3 Landmark 2010 £25.00
Rolt & Allen The Steam Engine of Thomas Newcomen Moorland 1977 £8.00
Slack Lands & Lead Miners- a History of Brassington Privately published 1991 £4.00
Spargo Mines of Wales Hughes 1975 £15.00
Trounson Mining in Cornwall Volume 1 Moorland 1980 £6.00
Trounson Mining in Cornwall Volume 2 1850-1860 Moorland 1980 £7.00
Tyler Force Crag : A Lakeland Mine Red Earth 1990 £18.00
Tyler Greenside: A Tale of Lakeland Miners Red Earth 1992 £17.00
Willies et al Millclose; The Mine that Drowned Scarthin 1989 £11.00

mailto:recorder@pdmhs.com
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PDMHS Newsletter, October 2019
The deadline for the October 2019 edition of the 
Newsletter is Sunday the 1st of September 2019.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
 Telephone: 01933 675428
 Email: newsletter@pdmhs.com

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee
Registered Charity No 504662
Registered Office:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR Tel: 01629 583834
Web Sites:
Society: www.pdmhs.co.uk
Museum: www.peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk/
The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided 
that acknowledgment is made of the source.
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society.

Book Review
Lead Mining in the Peak District
Lead Mining in the Peak District by Louise Maskill.  
Published by Bradwell Books, Spring 2019.  36 pp.

Paperback :  ISBN 9781912060955

The title of this new publication will certainly be familiar: 
the Peak Park Planning Board, in conjunction with the 
Peak District Mines Historical Society first published 
‘Lead Mining in the Peak District’, (edited by T. D. Ford 
and J. H. Rieuwerts,) in 1968.  This was often referred 
to as the ‘Red Book’ from the colour of the covers of the 
first two editions, but after three revisions and numerous 
reprints, this useful book is now out of print.

Finally, the book describes two walks through typical 
lead-mining country.  Unfortunately, though, these 
descriptions do not identify any features of lead 
mining interest that might be seen on the way.
The design of the book and many of the photographs 
are by Mark Titterton, who has helped our Society 
and the Lead Mining Museum on numerous occasions 
in the production of interpretive displays.  The 
Society, the Museum and Magpie Mine all get good 
coverage in the book, with numerous photographs, 
credits and references.  Bradwell Books produce 
a wide range of history books in a similar format, 
including an obvious partner to this one, ‘Lead 
Mining in the Yorkshire Dales’.
This book is ideal for the first-time visitor to the area.  
The text is sufficiently brief that it can be absorbed as 
bedside reading (be it at home, in the hotel, or on the 
camp site,) encouraging you to go out the next day 
and look for the evidence of lead mining history for 
yourself.  It’s a little bit large for a map pocket, but it 
will fit easily into the rucksack, and at the price of a 
couple of drinks, no-one should get too worried if the 
book gets a little battered by regular use.

Andy Gillings

“Lead Mining in the Peak District” by Louise Maskill 
is available from the Peak District Lead Mining 
Museum at Matlock Bath for £4.99, or can also be 
obtained online from  https://bradwellbooks.co.uk/ for 
£4.99 plus £2.80 p&p.

The Bradwell Books’ version is a much slimmer 
volume, and is intended as a simple introduction to the 
subject without going into too much technical detail.  
Nevertheless, it packs in a lot of important information 
about how lead and other minerals were deposited, 
the development of mining and smelting methods to 
recover the lead, and the numerous uses for the end 
product.  It also describes the ancient legal system of 
the Barmote Courts.
This introduction leads on to describe what we can see 
in the field today and to explain why it looks like it 
does.  However, the reference to a waterwheel-driven 
Cornish beam engine in Lathkilldale is a bit confusing.  
It was the pumps that were driven by the waterwheel; 
the beam engine was installed later to provide 
additional pumping capacity.
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