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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.
Newsletter No. 172 October 2019

Notice to Members:  Annual General Meeting 2019
Members of the Society are hereby given notice that the Forty-fifth Annual General Meeting of the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Ltd. will be held at 11.30 am on Saturday the 16th of November 2019 at the Peak District Lead 
Mining Museum, The Grand Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire.
The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the meeting.

Steve Thompson
Acting Secretary

Annual General Meeting 2019
As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 
Association of the Company, the following Directors 
will retire at the AGM:

The Chairman
The Hon. Recorder
The Hon. Editor
One-third of the remaining Directors, by rotation.

The Committee elected at the Forty-fourth AGM, held 
on Saturday the 17th of November 2018, is as follows:-
Chairman Mike Luff*
Deputy Chairman Post Vacant
Hon. Secretary Post Vacant
Hon. Treasurer Post Vacant
Hon. Recorder John Pigott ‡
Hon. Editor Richard Shaw ‡
Ordinary Members
 Shirley Burtonshaw
 Andy Gillings
 Rob Hindle*
 Alan Keen
 Martin Long*
 Arthur Wilson (Acting Treasurer)
Those whose names are marked thus ‡ are retiring and are 
eligible for re-election.  Those whose names are marked * 
are retiring and are not eligible for re-election.
Currently Steve Thompson is Acting as Secretary, but is 
not a Director of the Society or a Trustee of the Charity; 
he keen to pass this important role on to someone else.
Fully paid up Members of the Society are invited to 
nominate fully paid up members of the Society (who are 
aged 18 or over and who have consented to nomination) 
for election to the vacant posts on the Committee.
Nominations will be required for the positions of:

The Hon. Chairman The Deputy Chairman
The Hon. Secretary The Hon. Treasurer
The Hon. Recorder The Hon. Editor
Two Ordinary Members

A nomination form is enclosed with this Newsletter for 
you to use.  Any nomination will be accepted provided 
that they are in the format prescribed.  All nominations 
must be received by Steve Thompson, Acting Secretary, 
by Saturday the 2nd of November 2019.  Proof of 
postage cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
Nominations must include a brief written curriculum 
vitae that will be included with the Agenda of the AGM 
if a ballot should be required to elect Directors.
To save on postage costs, nominations for the Committee 
may be sent with bookings for the post  -AGM buffet to:-

The Peak District Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, 
South Parade, Matlock Bath, MATLOCK, DE4 3NR.

Tha Annual General Meeting of the Society will be 
followed by the second Annual General Meeting of 
the PDMHS Underground Exploration Group (UEG).  
Details of the UEG AGM follow on page 2.
Following the completion of this formal business those 
present can enjoy a buffet lunch, after which we will 
have the traditional afternoon of entertainment, together 
with plenty of time for members to socialise.
We have two fascinating illustrated talks in the afternoon.  
First John Barnatt and Richard Shaw will speak about 
the visit of the UNEXMiN project team to Deep Ecton 
mine during three weeks in May.  Two underwater 
robots, UX-1a and UX-1b, explored the flooded shafts 
and passages in the mine, diving to a maximum depth 
of 125 metres and discovering previously unknown 
passages and in-situ artefacts.  The talk is expected to be 
followed by a short video taken during the explorations.
Next Lynn Willies will present a talk dedicated to the 
memory of the late Harry Parker, and using many of 
Harry’s, and Lynn’s own, recently scanned photographs.  
The talk will cover the early occupation of Magpie Mine 
by the Society, members at the time, and the re -opening 
(or not, as the case may be) of Magpie Sough.
The menu for the Buffet Lunch that will follow the AGM 
can be found on page 16, and a booking form for the 
lunch is also enclosed with this Newsletter.

Steve Thompson
Acting Secretary



2

PDMHS Underground Exploration 
Group:  Annual General Meeting
As required by the Constitution of the Underground 
Exploration Group (UEG) the second Annual General 
Meeting of the UEG will take place immediately after 
the PDMHS Annual General Meeting.
After the presentation of their reports all Officers of the 
Group will be deemed to have resigned.  The Chairman 
of the PDMHS AGM will conduct the election of the 
UEG Chairman, after which the duly elected Chairman 
of the UEG will conduct the election of the Secretary 
and Treasurer of the UEG.  Only members of the UEG 
may vote for UEG Officers.

Martin Long
Secretary, UEG

UEG Draft Treasurer’s Report
The PDMHS Underground Exploration Group (UEG) 
was formalized in early 2018. It as affiliated club of the 
BCA. As part of its constitution the UEG holds no funds, 
and all financial transactions go through the PDMHS 
current account. For the financial year ending on the 
31st March 2019 the group’s income and expenditure 
have been used to cover membership fees to the BCA for 
insurance purposes.

UEG Accounts 2018
Income:
BCA Scheme Membership 2018-19
 Total: £ 318.75

Expenditure:
 BCA Fees: £ 345.75
 BCA Affiliation: £ 60.00
 Total: £ 405.75

Arthur Wilson
Treasurer, UEG

Draft Statement of Financial Activity 
and Draft Balance Sheet
The Draft Statement of Financial Activity and Draft 
Balance Sheet for the Financial Year 2018-19 are 
presented on the following page.
These draft accounts, together with the necessary 
supporting documents, were sent to the Independent 
Inspectors in August for their professional oversight, 
and as such the figures which follow may well be 
adjusted into more appropriate areas as the inspectors 
see fit. Please bear this in mind when the final 
Company Accounts are presented at the AGM. In 
the meantime, I’d like to thank the many staff and 
volunteers, particularly Ruth King, David Gough and 
Clare Herbert, who have worked so hard to produce the 
data shown below.

This year (2018-19), with the completion of various 
projects and their corresponding cash flows, we have 
had a much better chance to see how the Museum 
operates financially without these projects. The museum 
continues to face the increasing challenge of the phased 
reduction in a grant we receive from the local council 
to offset our Museum rent, and this is now starting to 
show itself in our accounts. The Museum has made a 
loss of about £5,000 for the year, and the Museum sub-
committee are looking at ways to reduce this figure. 
There has been a small increase in the admission charge 
for the Museum, but we are not aware of any customer 
resistance to the slightly higher figure.
The subscriptions from the membership side of the 
Society continues to show a welcome increase. This is 
largely due to the increase in subscription rates last year, 
which does not appear to have stopped people joining 
the Society. Income from our copyright material is 
proving a welcome boost to our income.
Our Magpie site continues to make a surplus through a 
mixture of visitor fees and land stewardship. 
The repairs project on the Magpie Smithy Roof has been 
completed. The cost of the work was just over £27,000, 
and the grant award from Natural England was almost 
£25,000. Donations have covered more than half the cost 
of the difference, and so the overall cost to the Society 
has been minimal. Thanks must be given to the Magpie 
team for bringing this project to fruition at minimal cost.
The Crich site has stopped operating as a source of 
income and is effectively a publicity site, dealing with 
the work of PDMHS and the history of lead mining and 
mineralogy in the Peak District. However the sale of 
various rocks and other items have meant that the Crich 
site has still generated a small income.
The Paypal account, (accessible via our website) has 
yielded very little in the way of donations, but will 
remain as a method by which web visitors can contribute 
to the Society as they see fit. 
The Society will continue to work on improving its 
financial stability so that we can take on tasks and 
projects that help us enthuse others with a sense of 
heritage for our lead-mining history.

Arthur Wilson
Acting Treasurer, PDMHS

A Request for Information
We have recently received this request for information.
Do any members have photographs, slides or negatives 
of the Crich Cliff Quarry and its buildings, and also 
the industrial tramway that ran to the Ambergate Lime 
Kilns?  Any other information on these sites would also 
be welcome, for use in a book that is in preparation.
Please send any information to:-
W. P James, 8 Dale Road, Stanley, ILKESTON, DE7 6EY.
Thank you

Steve Thompson, Newsletter Editor
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Meets Programme, October to 
December 2019
UEG Underground Trip – Longcliffe Mine, 
Castleton
Tuesday October 22nd 2019:  Leader:  Adam Russell, 
meet at the Speedwell Mine, Winnats Pass, Castleton, 
at 7.00pm.
Six places available.
This trip will visit the smaller of the two parts of 
Longcliffe Mine, affectionately known as “Son 
of Longcliffe”, which features an underground 
dressing floor, a fine picked coffin level, and areas of 
“woodpecker” pickwork. 
There is a 9m entrance shaft so participants will need 
to be experienced with electron ladders, there is also 
a tight squeeze into the lowest level which is low, 
wet and muddy in places so the trip is not suitable for 
novices.  The lowest level also sumps after prolonged 
rain so this trip may need to be postponed if there has 
been adverse weather.

UEG Underground Trip – Old Ash Mine, 
Oker
Saturday November 9th 2019:  Leader:  Martin Long, 
meet at Oker Road, Wensley, at 12.30pm.
Ten places available.
This trip will visit the part-natural workings of Old Ash 
Mine in Northern Dale, with some of the best examples 
of firesetting work in the Peak District. It will involve  
extensive crawling so kneepads are definitely required 
and there is an exposed traverse which is not suitable 
for complete novices.
Reference:  Barnatt, J.  & Worthington, T. “Using 
Coal to Mine Lead: Firesetting at Peak District Mines”  
Mining History Vol. 16 No. 3.

UEG Underground Trip – Deep Ecton 
Mine, Ecton
Tuesday November 17 th 2019:  Leader:  Adam Russell, 
meet at the old creamery site, Ecton, at 7.00pm.
Twelve places available.
This trip will visit the  Ecton workings through the 
recently-repaired Deep Ecton Level, then going up the 
ladderway through the Ecton Pipe and exiting through 
Salt’s Level.
Participants will need to complete an indemnity form 
before entering the mine and  make a donation of £5 to 
the Ecton Mines Educational Trust.

UEG Underground SRT Training Session – 
Devonshire Cavern, Matlock Bath
Saturday December 10th 2019:  Leader:  Martin Long, 
meet at the Mining Museum, at 12.30pm.
Six places available.

This session is intended for UEG members who want to 
learn SRT (single rope technique) or who would like a 
refresher.  The necessary kit can be loaned for this session 
by prior arrangement.  Two pitches will be rigged.
The underground meets are intended primarily for 
members of the PDMHS Underground Exploration 
Group (UEG).  Guests with current British Caving 
Association (BCA) Caving Insurance may be welcome 
to join these meets at the discretion of the leader.  Free 
temporary insurance is available for up to three trips for 
those wishing to give underground exploration a try.
The UEG is a BCA member club, and membership 
of the UEG allows members to take advantage of a 
discounted rate for BCA insurance as Club Individual 
Members (£17.00) rather than as Direct Individual 
Members (£22.00).  To enquire about membership 
of the UEG or any of the UEG  meets please email  
ueg@pdmhs.com.

An Appeal for Heritage Walk Leaders
We continue to suffer from a lack of people offering to 
lead our Heritage Walks.  These walks offer a good way 
for us to share our knowledge with one another, and 
learn from others as well.  They are also an important 
part of the Society’s activities, and also a good way of 
attracting new members.  If you would like to lead a 
walk on an industrial heritage theme (not necessarily 
just mining), please contact meets@pdmhs.com to 
discuss your ideas.  We can offer you advice about 
suitable dates, meeting places and routes, and of course 
handle all the publicity for the walk.  Walks do not have 
to be arranged only at weekends - a midweek walk last 
year was equally well attended, so in future we hope to 
run more of these as well...
General enquiries about meets should be emailed to 
meets@pdmhs.com, and any offers to lead meets will 
always be gratefully received.

Chris James
Meets Coordinator

A reminder to members that the PDMHS Newsletter is 
also available in electronic form sent by email, as well 
as or instead of the printed Newsletter.  The e-Newsletter 
offers a number of advantages over the printed edition, 
which include: prompt delivery, colour photographs and 
diagrams, and hyperlinks to email and websites.
To sign up for the e-Newsletter in future please email 
newsletter@pdmhs.com, with your name, membership 
number and, of course, your email address.

Steve Thompson

PDMHS
e-Newsletter

mailto:ueg@pdmhs.com
mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com
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News from the Museum
The wetter weather this year has benefitted the Museum 
with visitor numbers during the summer holidays 
up from last year.  The Museum has been busy with 
families enjoying the tunnels, mouse hunt and dressing-
up clothes and there have been many positive reviews on 
TripAdvisor and Google.
One member of staff has been working on making 
the Museum even more inviting for families and is 
designing a range of special events to encourage return 
visits to the Museum.
During the Matlock Bath Pirate Weekend we had a 
‘Pyrite the Pirate’ trail in the Museum and families had 
great fun panning for gold alongside a crew of pirates!  
Over the bank holiday weekend there was a wildlife trail 
introducing children to some of the animals who make 
their homes in mines and caves.

A successful application for a free “Kids In Museums 
Family Friendly Audit” will support us to develop this 
further.  There will also be some funding to enable us to 
put their suggestions into practice.
The Museum now has an Autism-friendly hour each 
month when all of the sound effects are switched off.  
There are also two sensory backpacks available for loan 
which have information on the what to expect to see 
in the Museum, torches, magnifying glasses and visual 
communication cards.
Autumn is going to be an expensive time with a new 
emergency lighting system being installed at Temple 
Mine and a full survey being done of the Museum’s 

lighting and electric circuits along with necessary work.  
Around half of the Museum is lit with low energy 
bulbs and our fund-raising is focused on replacing the 
other lights.  The clink of coins being dropped into our 
large glass donation bottle is a welcome sound.  Any 
donations towards this would be appreciated. 
We have several new mining related books in stock 
including the Bradwell Books’ publication of “Lead 
Mining in the Peak District” (£4.99), “The Old Roads 
of Derbyshire” written by Stephen Bailey (£9.75), the 
2019 reprint of Trevor Ford’s “Derbyshire Blue John” 
(£6.50) and the new publication from the Institute of 
Materials, Minerals and Mining - “Mining Inventors 
and Innovations Through History” (£4.50).  These can 
be reserved and collected or posted out.  Contact the 
Museum on 01629 583834.
There are also second-hand mining, industrial and 
geology books on sale in the Museum shop so it is worth 
popping in if you are passing.  Make sure you bring 
some money with you to the AGM in November!

Clare Herbert

Peak Park Land Sales
As members may be aware, earlier this year the Peak 
District National Park Authority (PDNPA) put a number 
of sites up for sale, which included High Rake, the 
Winster Ore House, and the field in front of Magpie 
Mine, which is currently leased by PDMHS.
The sale particulars for the sites showed that several 
restrictive covenants had been put onto the sites, but 
this was of concern to me as Conservation Officer.  
Enforcing a restrictive covenant has to either be done by 
the person or body who created the covenant in the first 
place or an assignee, and in the event of a breach legal 
action would have to be taken.  I was not convinced 
that in the event of a breach, PDNPA would have the 
corporate will to take that action.  Also, I heard that there 
was significant disquiet in both Hucklow and Winster 
about putting the properties on to the open market 
without giving the communities a chance to take on 
these sites.
I put these concerns into writing and sent these to the 
Chair of the Authority and the Chief Executive.  I 
heard from Chris Furness (who had got involved in 
his role as a PDNPA Board member) that a particular 
PDNPA officer had been tasked with responding to 
all correspondence around the sales but to date, there 
has not been any response and I have made a formal 
complaint about this.
In the meantime, the outcome of the sales process has 
been positive.  Both High Rake and the Magpie field 
have been withdrawn from sale, while the Winster Ore 
House has been purchased by Winster Parish Council.  
The Silence Heritage Trust had submitted a bid for 
High Rake, and I understand they are considering trying 
to arrange a management agreement for the site with 
PDNPA to secure its future.

Panning With Pirates!
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Although there is now no immediate risk to the future 
of these sites, I am left feeling, both as the Society’s 
conservation officer and as a resident of the park, that the 
PDNPA have performed extremely poorly in this case.  
They have ignored both national guidance from central 
government and from Historic England that suggests that 
public bodies wanting to dispose of assets with historic 
interest should first consider transfer to community 
bodies at below market value if appropriate; lso PDNPA’s 
own agreed decision about asset disposal which again, 
suggested that sale to community bodies should be 
considered over open marketing if this would protect the 
special interest of the sites..
Instead, by going straight to open market sales the 
PDNPA have damaged relationships with local 
communities and by withdrawing two of the sites, it is 
likely that an exercise supposed to raise funds for the 
PDNPA will have instead made a loss, once officer time 
spent working on this and professional fees have been 
taken into account.

Adam Russell
Conservation Officer

Some Recent Publications
Recently published articles in two magazines 
“Derbyshire Life” and “Descent” may be of interest to 
some of our members.

The Great Barmote Court 2019
The July 2019 issue of “Derbyshire Life” contains two 
such articles.  The first, on pages 60 to 63, describes a 
visit by Sally Mosley to the Great Barmote Court for 
the Soke and Wapentake of Wirksworth 2019, held at 
the Moot Hall in Wirsworth on Wednesday the 10th of 
April.  In the article she summarises the history of the 
lead mining laws and the function of the Great Barmote 
Court, and then goes on to describe the proceedings of 
the court, following the ancient traditions but then she 
also notes how some of the proceedings have changed to 
suit the ways of the modern world in more recent years.
Also in the same issue, on pages 66 to 68, is an article 
entitled “ The Tale of ‘Mr Toad’ ” by Peter Seddon.  
This article tells the story of “T’Owd Man”, the 
primitive Medieval relief carving on an interior wall of 
St Mary’s Church, Wirksworth.  The history of how the 
carving came to be built into the church is summarised, 
although there is some speculation about his age!  The 
claim that he is in fact “T’Owd Man of Bonsall” is 
discussed too, with the story of how he was discoved in 
St James the Apostle’s Church in Bonsall in the early 
1860s and was relocated to St Mary’s, Wirksworth 
between 1870 and 1874.
The July editon of “Derbyshire Life” can be seen here:
http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/
production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=c8cae325-
a07a-4ad2-9ddb-594e565f6beb

Obituary: John Travis
Issue No. 269 of the caver’s magazine “Descent” (August/ 
September 2019) contains an obituary of John Travis, who 
passed away in March, written by Mike Frost.
John was a member of the Society for many years, and 
he was also a member of the East Midlands Geological 
Society, of which he later became President.

Contributed by Paul Chandler

Refreshments at the Barmote Courts
The recent article on the Great Barmote Court, by Sally 
Mosley, in the July issue of “Derbyshire Life” magazine 
reminded the writer about the traditional refreshments, 
bread, cheese and ale, provided for the attendees at these 
courts.  In the archives held at Chatsworth House, in 
particular the Devonshire Mining Collection (DMC), 
are numerous “Bills of Charges” for the holding of the 
Barmote Courts, and some of these are notable for the 
spectacular levels of consumption recorded!
The Bill of Charges for a Barmote Court held at 
Castleton on the 18th of April 1738 (Devonshire Mining 
Collection DMC 121/1) gives us an interesting insight 
into the refreshments that the Officials and Jurymen of 
the Barmote Court might enjoy:-

£ s d
303 Quarts Ale 5 1 0
Stewards Ffee 1 0 0
Dined Stewards Table 0 19 0
More ale 24 – 24 Quarts 0 8 0
36 Dined 24 * 0 17 0
Dined more 17 0 8 6
19 Quarts Ale ** 0 9 0
Horses, ffidler, pipes, tob[acco] 0 6 0
April the 20th 1738 Court Charges at 
??? Halls Castleton, I say rec[eive]d 
by me Isaak Hall ***

9 4 6

* The “24” refers to the 24 Men, or the Grand Jury of 
the Barmote Court.  At this time the 24 Mens’ dinners 
usually cost 6d per head (as distinct from 1s at the 
Steward’s table) but the figure of 17s seems incorrect for 
36 people, although the item below was at 6d per head.  
I presume that the “Dined more 17” may refer to those 
bringing business before the court.
** Apparently a more expensive ale than the majority 
which cost 4d per quart.
***  The final total is incorrect, it should be £9 8s 6d.
The grand total of 346 quarts of ale seems to have been 
supped by about seventy two people, in other words 
about nine or ten pints each.  The provision of horses 
was a regular feature at these courts, perhaps those who 
had over indulged in the ale would be slung over the 
back of a horse to be led home?
It seems that in many cases the refreshments were 
provided by a local ale house, Inn or Public House, 
although direct evidence for this may be elusive.  
Frequently, though, from c.1780 to c.1816, Bills of 

http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=c8cae325-a07a-4ad2-9ddb-594e565f6beb
http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=c8cae325-a07a-4ad2-9ddb-594e565f6beb
http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=c8cae325-a07a-4ad2-9ddb-594e565f6beb
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Charges often refer to “Expenses at the House of 
Fran[ci]s Heywards, Bakewell”.  In all the Bills of 
Charges examined by the writer in this collection only 
one public house can be identified.  DMC Bundle 
97, Item 16 relates to “William Cockayne Bill of 
expences at his House when taking in the Barmaster’s 
accounts &c.  (Printed bill from William Cockayne’s 
Devonshire’s Arms, Ashford)”, £3 2s 0d.  Since 1988 
the former Devonshire Arms has been known as the 
Ashford Arms.
Sometimes, though, it seems that the refreshments 
provided were rather more of a DIY job.  Despite a local 
story to the contrary there is no evidence that Brushfield 
ever had any sort of hostelry, as this Bill of Charges for a 
Brushfield Court of 1738 seems to indicate, two houses 
apparently being used instead:-

Nov[embe]r the 14 – 1738
Brushfield Court Charge £ s d
Stewards fee 1 1 0
p[ai]d for bread 0 2 0
p[ai]d fidler 0 19 0
Horses 0 2 0
p[ai]d for two houses 0 5 6
p[ai]d for pottatoes and turnnips 0 0 8
p[ai]d for pipes and bacco and spices 0 9 0
p[ai]d for butter and eggs 0 0 11
p[ai]d for flesh 0 15 11
p[ai]d for wheat flower 0 1 0
p[ai]d for malt and hops 1 13 6
Charge of Brewing 0 5 0
rec[eive]d the Contents Above 
W[illia]m Roberts

4 15 9

It is once again worthy of note that the greatest expenses 
were incurred by the brewing of ale, followed by “flesh” 
– meat, perhaps mutton.  Music of some sort is also a 
regular expense almost always included in these bills
Later Bills of Charges may also include “Wine for the 
Steward’s table” or “Punch” and sometimes “Breakfasts” 
for the jury men, perhaps this was the traditional bread, 
cheese and ale served before the court after a long 
journey on foot or on horseback?  Hay and Corn for 
Horses is often seen in the bills too, and occasionally 
charges for “Servants”, “Maids” or for bar staff.
It certainly seems that those attending the Barmote Court, 
whether as Officers, Jurors or others with business there 
were suitably refreshed for their day’s deliberations!

Steve Thompson

Bread, Cheese and Ale...
Those of you who are intending to go to hear Lynn 
Willies speak about “The History of the Wirksworth 
Barmoot Court:” on the 3rd of March 2020 (see page 
16) may be interested to note that, in accordance with 
tradition, Bread, Cheese and Ale will be served before 
the start of the talk.

Clare Herbert

Cumberland Cavern Graffiti Removal
A few months ago, I was informed by Paul Chandler 
that members of the Masson Caving Group had been 
into Cumberland Cavern and found new graffiti, which 
included some sprayed over part of the iconic “Troggs” 
smoked graffiti, namely the “Land of Dope and Story” 
slab.  In the past, I’ve generally removed spray paint 
by wire-brushing it off but in this case, with the older 
smoked graffiti underneath, this couldn’t be done.
Where abrasive cleaning can’t be done, then chemical 
methods need to be considered. I went online and read 
Historic England’s guidance note on removing graffiti 
from historic structures, in particular the case study of 
removing paint from the standing stones at West Kennet 
Avenue where solvent removal was used.

The next step was to find out which solvents would work 
best on the paint in Cumberland Cavern; I had white spirit 
and xylene in my garage and an assortment of glues, so 
taking a selection of these I headed down to Matlock 
Bath, into Wapping Mine and up into the old show cave.
First, I tried a selection of glues to see if any of them 
would shift the paint.  It was quickly apparent that Evo-
Stik contact adhesive (which has toluene as its primary 
solvent) was the most effective at lifting  the paint and 
given its natural tendency to stick to itself, it could be 
rolled around on the rock surface then lifted off, rather 
like a large and sticky bogey!  More promisingly, I found 
that it had little effect on the smoked graffiti.
It did not  remove all of the paint, so the next step was 
to try direct application of solvent; Historic England’s 
guide suggested dabbing it on to the paint-covered areas 
then swabbing it off.  White spirit had little impact but 
xylene proved to be much better, with the result that all 
but the most ingrained paint was lifted off.  Again, this 
treatment looked to have little impact on the smoked 
graffiti so I started cleaning more of the paint off.
Many of the Newsletter readership will have spotted the 
problem with using solvents underground -  on this first 
cleaning trip I left rather light-headed and had a splitting 
headache next day thanks to the fumes, and xylene fumes 
are really not good for your health!  I was advised by Ant 
Botham to get an activated charcoal filter mask to protect 
myself; these are inexpensive items and I picked one up 
from Ebay for £15 prior to the next cleaning session.

Figure 1:  The graffiti as it was on the 16th of July.
Both photographs: Adam Russell



8

The mask made a big difference, on the second session 
I couldn’t smell any solvent with the mask on and made 
good progress.  Some flecks of paint remained in deeper 
crevices, which made me think a fine scrubbing brush 
would help, though one with bristles that wouldn’t 
soften or dissolve in xylene.
By the end of the third session, the majority of the spray 
paint was gone and on a casual glance, there was little 
sign of the overspraying.  One thing I would stress to 
members is that we should not automatically remove 
any new graffiti that appears underground but weigh up 
the factors involved and the potential damage inherent 
in removal, I recommend reading John Barnatt’s 2015 
paper on underground graffiti for a detailed consideration 
of the issues involved

While all this was going on Martin Long and Shirley 
Burtonshaw were hard at work elsewhere in the sytem 
removing more graffiti by more conventional methods

Adam Russell

References:
Barnatt, J. Peppitt, G., & Webb, D. (2015) “Graffiti 
in Peak District (England) caves and mines: historic 
record or mindless vandalism?” Cave and Karst 
Science, Vol.42, No.3 pp. 133–143
Anon, (1999) “Graffiti on historic buildings and 
monuments – Methods of removal and prevention” 
Historic England, London

Some Recent Archival Work
Going on quietly in the background for some time has 
been some interesting, and hopefully useful, work on the 
cataloguing of archive collections.
Between about 1978 and 1980, in a magnificent tour de 
force Roger Flindall undertook the monumental task of 
cataloguing the extensive Barmasters’ Collection in the 
archives at Chatsworth House.  When we consider that 
the Barmasters’ Collection contains c.470 books and 
bundles of documents, and the largest of the bundles 
(BC/120. Correspondence and Papers of George Eagle 
as Barmaster of Wirksworth Wapentake, October 1919 
to April 1920) contains an astonishing 349 documents 
we can begin to appreciate the magnitude of the task 
undertaken by Roger!

Subsequently, with the assistance of Enid Morris, Philip 
Riden and Lynn Willies, Roger’s handwritten notes were 
typed and produced as a printed document of almost 520 
pages.  A number of copies of this printed “Calendar of 
the Barmasters’ Collection” are in circulation.
Between about 2011 and 2015 the late Dave Williams 
retyped Roger Flindall’s Calendar into electronic format, 
and as his illness took hold the writer took over the 
work from him, converting Dave’s files into a fully 
searchable, fully bookmarked PDF file.  After extensive 
checking, and some corrections, this has been passed 
to the Archivist at Chatsworth and has been adopted 
as their current master catalogue for this collection.  In 
the fulness of time it is their intention that this will be 
“unleashed” on the Chatsworth Archives website, so 
facilitating access to the collection.
Following on from this I am currently working on 
creating a similar searchable, bookmarked, PDF file 
of the contents of thirteen bound volumes of sale 
catalogues and advertisements which, together with 
the High Peak Duchy Property Atlas, were transferred 
from the Barmasters’ Collection at Chatsworth House to 
the offices of the Duchy of Lancaster, Lancaster Place, 
London in c.August 1997.  In all there are 463 sales 
catalogues, dating from 1871 to 1909.  At present there 
is no public access to the collections at Lancaster Place 
as these are the working documents of the Duchy, but 
once no longer required there tranches of documents are 
transferred to the National Archives at Kew.
The printed catalogue of the Devonshire Mining 
Collection, also in Chatsworth Archives, contains the 
following entry:-

14-119. Kept in labelled boxes.
Series of half yearly accounts of ore measured, lot & 
cope & tithe collected, also accounts of barmasters’ 
salaries and monies disburst (sic), charges for 
holding Barmote Courts, etc.
Mainly the Liberties of Calver, Hassop & Rowland; 
Taddington, Flagg, Upper Haddon, Monyash; 
Ashford Northside; Ashford Southside including 
Blackwell & Brushfield; Winster; Hartingto and 
the Granges; Castleton; Bradwell; Peak Forest; 
Hucklow;Stony Middleton & Eyam:  Individual 
mines & owners named.
Each liberty is not necessarily represented 
throughout the entire period covered.

For some considerable time ( I find that if I can work 
through one bundle a day that is quite good going...) 
I have been working to prepare a detailed catalogue 
of these four boxes, which I now find contain bundles 
14 to 101 – with a few bundles missing.  These have 
been catalogued, a total of 84 bundles containing 2,597 
documents dating from c.1724 to 1817.  However, do 
not be led astray by this apparently small number of 
documents, as many of the later dated “documents” 
contain smaller “sub documents” folded within them, 
perhaps as many as eight or ten such items.  Chris 

Figure 2:  The graffiti after the third cleaning 
session on the 20th of August.
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Heathcote is now hard at work checking through my 
listings and pointing out any errors requiring correction, 
and at the same time he is compiling a comprehensive 
list of all the mines and miners or mine owners named 
within them, a valuable resource for the future.
Also slaving away quietly in the background is none 
other than Jim Rieuwerts, who in recent years has been 
hard at work listing and cataloguing the documents 
in the archive collections at Haddon Hall and Stanton 
Hall, and a great deal of information of historical 
importance has emerged from his work, as well as a 
number of published books.  At present, however, there 
is no general access to these collections for researchers.
Finally though, there is no end in sight to this sort of 
work!  One collection that is of potential interest, but 
is as yet unexplored, it seems, involves the archives at 
Kedleston Hall.  Only two documents relating to mining 
in Litton are known, a Stewards Book from 1911, and a 
transcript of a Barmasters’ Book covering 1852 to 1914.
In 1977 Kedleston Hall was transferred from the Curzon 
family, the Lords Scarsdale, to the National Trust.  The 
archives held there were divided, the family retaining 
documents relating to the family, and the rest remaining 
with the hall.  If any member living relatively close 
to Kedleson Hall would be interested in investigating 
what records might be held there please contact me at 
newsletter@pdmhs.com and I will try to facilitate access 
for them.

Steve Thompson

Book Review
Monastic Granges of Derbyshire.

Monastic Granges of Derbyshire.  A Gazetteer with 
maps, illustrations and historical Notes by Mary 
Wiltshire and Sue Woore.  
Paperback : ISBN 978-1-527235519
Published by W & WP, Ashbourne, March 2019, 176 pp. 
Online from various outlets for £15.99 plus delivery.
The title says it all and, as the authors indicate, it is a 
basis for further work.  This is a book we have long 
waited for, since monastic sites are one of the least-
known aspects of the Derbyshire and, especially for us, 
the Peak District landscape.  After a useful introduction 
on the monasteries and how they came into being, 
the authors, after three years of field work, have 
produced maps, using a six inch OS base, to show the 
actual boundaries, based on substantial research into 
documentary sources.  It is beautifully produced with 
excellent illustrations at this modest price.
The Granges were scattered across the wider areas of the 
County but were a major part of the old Low and High 
Peak landscapes, with their greatest concentration in the 
area of Hartington and the Granges and the adjacent areas 
just east of the ancient road known as The Street between 
Buxton and Carsington.  Possibly (in this reviewer’s view) 
this concentration was due to the almost complete wasting 
(similar to the “Harrying of the North”) wreaked by 
William I in 1069-70 after the rebellion at Stafford.  It left 
a huge, virtually unpopulated area suitable for ranching 
of sheep and little else, which the Norman nobility could 
gift to monasteries as part of their securing a place in 
heaven.  The granges were often located next to important 
lead mining manors, although perhaps the mining of lead 
was relatively unimportant to them – lead mining manors 
were relatively well treated in William’s revenge and 
landowners then and later seem to have hung on to them.  
Legal disputes seem to have established that monastic 
granges were often exempt from the lead mining laws.
There is a map showing the location of each and every 
grange, which, unfortunately shows point sites rather 
than areas.  They were closely associated with roads and 
water supplies, and there is a generalised map by Brian 
Rich which shows medieval road locations which, one 
feels, might have been more useful if known lines or 
directions were shown, rather than just blobs.
Amongst personal delights were the extents of the 
Granges at One Ash, Calling Low and Meadow Place 
which are all on the “forbidden side” of the Lathkill, and 
the explanation of why Grindlow is not part of Hucklow 
(it was later owned by the Brittlebanks of Winster in the 
late 19th century, allowing them to become successive 
“Lords of the Manor”).
This is a must in any decent Peak District library.

Lynn Willies
A talk, “Monastic Granges in Derbyshire”, will be 
presented by Mary Wiltshire at Dronfield Hall Barn on 
Thursday the 31st of October.  Details are here:-

https://www.dronfieldhallbarn.org/event/
monastic-granges-of-derbyshire/

mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com
https://www.dronfieldhallbarn.org/event/monastic-granges-of-derbyshire/
https://www.dronfieldhallbarn.org/event/monastic-granges-of-derbyshire/
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Water Power on the River Derwent 
at Matlock: an update
Water power for mining in the Peak District was 
briefly discussed by the writer at the 2002 Aberystwyth 
NAMHO  conference (Willies 2004).  Since then 
substantial evidence for mine waterwheels has come 
to light for the Matlocks section of the Derwent from 
research into paintings of the 18th and 19th centuries by 
Roger Flindall, Doreen Buxton, Clare Henderson and the 
writer, with some discussion by Rieuwerts, 2010.
We now have illustrations for one and possibly two 
wheel sites on the west side of the river at Hagg and 
Nether Hagg mines at Matlock Bath (the mines are on 
the east side), near and beyond the Lovers Walks, and 
also a pre-1750 weir in what is now the Water Gardens 
below the over cliff fall of the thermal water from the 
New Bath Hotel springs.  After the mid 18th century a 
weir is shown in the centre of Matlock Bath close to and 
just downstream of the later Jubilee foot bridge.
Another weir is portrayed by several artists more or less 
under the present site of the cable car which may have 
either have had rods extending up to the Side Mine, just 
above the later Riber Mine, or to an adjacent working 
indicated by mine buildings on the east bank possibly 
on Coalpit Rake.  An undershot wheel was placed a little 
later (before 1820 and the Boothman venture at High 
Tor Mine) at probably this same site with a very long 
leat extending upstream of the High Tor mine site.  The 
later wheel, at least, suggests this site was important and 
a coffin level, seen by Lynn Willies and Roger Flindall, 
crossing the now cut off shaft in the Paint Mill Adit 
may have ranged to around here (Killers or Wildersley 
Sough?) which may thus have had an underlevel.
Whether the Long Tor Mine (Key Vein), next to the 
cable car footbridge on the west bank, was ever pumped 
by waterpower is unknown, but a subsidence in the floor 
of the level suggests that it was, at some time, worked 
below river level.
Only one picture, so far, shows what is probably the 
wheelhouse of the High Tor Mine (now the former paint 
works) though photos survive of its weir (destroyed 
1971) leaving only the covered portion of the huge leat 
and tailrace which survives today under the former paint 
works.  The Hard Rake level (Paint Mill adit) has traces 
of a rodway and pump shaft and two further surface 
shafts (one now inaccessible due to the massive roof 
fall) went well below the river level.
In the river below the High Tor Guest House at Artists’ 
Corner there seem to have been two phases of water 
wheels, one on each bank of the river.  A sketch by J.M.W. 
Turner (1794) shows the remains of a double wheel on 
the west bank (also shown in two other paintings) which 
may either have worked one of the veins associated with 
Raddle Rake on the High Tor side, or have had rods 
extending to the Dick Eye at Artists Corner and what we 
know today as Youds level (Ringing Rake and Masson 
Soughs) on the west side.  Both of these do have do have 
sub river workings.  A rise of water near the tail (when 

otherwise dry) may indicate a suitably placed pumping 
shaft.  A later wheel was placed in a wheelpit on the east 
side of the river, for which one side remains (visible in the 
winter) with massive gritstone blocks built into a cutting 
made in the limestone cliff side.  The other side of the 
pit was placed in the river bed, but was later removed, 
apparently (pers. comm Roger Flindall) for building 
purposes.  A painting by an unknown artist clearly shows 
remains of pumping rods ranging back to the wheelpit 
site and ending where originally they would have crossed 
the river at Artists Corner , presumably using an angle 
bob to the pumping shaft at Youds Level.  Farey in his 
third volume notes the river had recently been tunnelled 
beneath, presumably at this position.
Further upstream on the east bank, beyond the Matlock 
southern railway bridge, is Ladyrake, indicated by a 
deep cleft in the cliff.  A painting of perhaps about 1789 
shows a wooden scaffold like bridge carrying rods to the 
shaft over the river.  Excavations for the Matlock relief 
sewer revealed a pumpway from the shaft to the river.  
Later (c.1809) a steam engine was erected on the cliff 
top to pump this same shaft.
Whither the rods came from is puzzling.  There was 
possibly a deep pumped shaft in the Shiploads, the fields 
behind the present Old English Road, perhaps in an 
attempt to pick up the Gentlewomans’ Pipe as it ranged 
to Matlock Bridge.  This shaft, and perhaps, later, the 
Ladyrake mine, may have been pumped using a rodway 
which went right back to the area of Dimple Mine 
(behind Twiggs Fabrication, on the opposite bank) well 
upstream of Matlock Bridge.  This mine had consent 
for a weir and waterwheel in the 1760s.  A document of 
the 1770s (pers. comm Doreen Buxton) comments on a 
fence which was found to be moving to and fro near to 
the bridge, and a painting of Matlock Bridge by J.M.W. 
Turner appears to show a suitably placed “fence”.  Before 
Health and Safety, fences were a rare thing in Matlock.
Just off the river, at Matlock Town, near the church, 
Rieuwerts (2010) shows a pump house next to the Brook.  
Suitable sources for a wheel include the brook itself, or a 
higher level dam and watercourse east of Church Road. 
Nothing seems to positively survive of this.
Surviving actual relics of pumping are rare indeed in 
Peak District Mining.  At Matlock, from a phase lasting 
some 60 years the ground at and below river level on 
both sides seems to have been extensively prospected, 
but with little actual success.  Despite major landscape 
changes we have a level with rub marks and associated 
wheelpit and tailrace albeit hidden by covers, one side 
of a wheelpit and associated underground workings, 
leading to under river, workings, plus a substantial body 
of illustrations showing how the systems worked.  The 
full story remains to be told.

Lynn Willies
Reference:

Rieuwerts, J. H.  2010  Lead Mining in Derbyshire: 
History Development & Drainage.  Volume 3. Elton 
to the Via Gellia. Ashbourne: Horizon Press.
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 70
Exploring the Flooded Depths in the Ecton 
Mines during May 2019; at Deep Ecton 
Mine, Wetton, Staffordshire, SK 0963 5813.
At Deep Ecton Mine, which in the 18th century was one of 
the most important copper mines in Britain, there are large 
flooded workings that extend down to 300m below river 
level.  These have not been seen since the later 1850s after 
the mine pumps were turned off.  Over three weeks in May 

2019 dives made by two prototype submersibles allowed 
an exciting opportunity to enter workings not seen for over 
160 years.
The two submersibles brought to Ecton were designed 
and built by the UNEXMIN (Underwater Exploration 
of Mines) project, a multi-national venture involving 
academics and others from across Europe and funded 
by the European Union.  This is project is designed to 
develop a new type of remote underwater explorer that 
can carry out prospection in old flooded mine workings 
in a relatively cheap and safe way; once the prototype 
design has been perfected it is planned that it will be 

Illustration 1: The approximate extent of passages explored during the UNEXMIN dives undertaken in May 2019 
at Deep Ecton Mine, superimposed on the schematic 1858 mine section, with recorded depths of levels also given 
(the scale of the 1858 drawing is only approximate as it shows the lower parts of the workings at a slightly larger 
scale than those parts above).
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suitable for commercial use across the world by large 
mineral companies (but there are no plans to do this 
at the Ecton Mines which are protected by law as a 
heritage asset).  The two prototypes, essentially identical 
to each other but currently with some components in 
one but not the other, both comprise an aluminium 
sphere, which, including protruding equipment, is less 
than 75cm diameter.  They contain a large range of 
wizardry, including five digital cameras (front, left, right, 
up, down), sonar and laser survey equipment, a multi-
spectral scanner for identifying minerals, and equipment 
for testing water and radioactivity.  They are designed 
to eventually explore autonomously, with a navigation 
system that can be pre-programmed to make decisions 
as which way to go and to return along the same path 
using similar technology to that used in drones.  After 
each mission the data recorded is analysed and the 
programming altered for the next mission to take new 
paths visible on the photographs and sonar/laser surveys 
but not yet explored.  At present this is not possible 
because of glitches in the navigation system caused by 
‘drift’ and occasional resetting when objects are hit; 
work to solve this is ongoing.  At Ecton the explorations 
were done with an umbilicus cable attached that led back 
to surface.  This has the advantage that exploration could 
be viewed in real time from the comfort of a control 
room in the Ecton Mine Educational Centre and we had 
the capability to explore in different directions in real 
time at the flick of a control stick.  The downside was 
that it inhibited what could be explored without snagging 
the umbilicus and losing the submersible at depths where 
it could not be easily recovered by divers.

The UNEXMIN dives at Ecton were done in 
partnership with the Ecton Mine Educational Trust 
(EMET) who allowed access to the workings and the 
provided facilities both at the mine entrance where 
there was a workshop and welfare facilities, and in 
their education centre where the control room was set 
up.  This trial at Ecton was initially planned as a ‘final’ 
test site with great challenges because of the 300m 
depth of convoluted flooded workings.  It had been 
hoped that the submersible would work autonomously 
but this was not to be.  While going down vertically 
was no problem there was only limited capability to go 
horizontally; this meant that, while we made important 
discoveries, explorations could not be as extensive as 
had been hoped.
A preliminary task to allow the trials to take place 
was the making safe of the Deep Ecton portal area 
so that the submersibles could be taken in; this took 
place in the autumn of 2018 (Barnatt 2019).  Before 
the UNEXMIN team arrived, complex infrastructure 
needed installation, in compliance as ‘working 
mine’ with Mines and Quarries Act health and safety 
legislation.  Sturdy launch platforms deep underground 
at river level had to be erected at the main pumping and 
winding shafts and also at the top of the main flooded 
pipeworkings.  The ladderway to Salts Level, which 
was the ‘second means of egress’ had previously had 
wall hangers and a safety net installed so that rescue of 
people below could be carried out safely.  Also, in the 
weeks before the submersibles arrived, a huge amount 
of wiring had to be brought from surface, including 
armoured cabling for electricity for computers, video 
cameras, repair equipment and lighting, and those for 
telephone and Ethernet communication; never have we 
seen so much spaghetti in an old mine.  One event that 
sticks in the mind is as we were putting the final touches 
in, two of the Portuguese team members in the main 
underground chamber where having a video conference 
with a colleague in southern France.  In the control 
room the UNEXMIN people set up banks of monitors 
and a multitude of laptops and communication devises.  
The monitors displayed information from the dives in 
real time and allowed the submersible to be steered, 
while an underground team launched and recovered the 
submersible, and between these times let the umbilicus 
in and out.  Two of the monitors displayed images from 
the five cameras in real time and sonar surveys as the 
data was being gathered, both essential for navigation.  
Other monitors that gave information on depth, 
direction of view, the vertical and roll angles of the 
submersible, a variety of information that helped drive 
the submersible and to check everything was working as 
it should, and camera images of the dive site being used 
and what was happening there.
Two identical submersibles were bought to Ecton and 
ten dives were undertaken, with these being prepared 
and if needs be modified or repaired before dives.  The 
latter periods, sometime frustrating protracted for those 
wanting to get on with exploration, included dealing with 

Illustration 2: One of the submersibles under repair 
with its two side plates removed.
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water leaks inside the submersible through the 
hole drilled in the shell for the umbilicus and in 
one case replacing electrical components when a 
computer board shorted out.
While the primary aim of the Ecton dives was 
to test the two submersibles, we were also able 
explore workings for which our prior knowledge 
was minimal; this has allowed both geological 
and archaeological assessment of those 
parts of the flooded workings entered.  The 
many thousands of photographs taken, taken 
continuously by the five cameras, videos made 
from these still images, and sonar surveys of 
all workings entered, are still in the process of 
being analysed in detail; at the time of writing 
there is still much to do.  What is reported here 
is a brief summary of the explorations with 
provisional observations made.
The most useful source of historical 
information on where now-flooded features 
lie is a schematic and over-simplified 
elevation through the workings dating to 1858 
(see Illustration 1).  During the ten dives 
undertaken there was only time for less than 
10% of the recorded workings to be entered, 
with explorations concentrating of the two 
main shafts and the upper parts of the massive 
‘pipeworkings’ in the mineral deposit.  One 
thing that was obvious once the dives started, 
as long suspected, is that the 1858 elevation 
shows everything on the same plane but in fact 
there a conflation of features that in reality 
are in front and behind each other.  A classic 
example of this is the two main shafts, which 
are mostly sunk through bedrock close to but 
not within the main pipeworkings.
The pumping shaft was gradually explored 
over seven dives, eventually down to a 
blockage at about -125m, while in the winding 
shaft, where there was only one rapid dive on 
the last day, this was choked at a little under 
-115m; these blockages were first identified 
several decades ago by Jim Plant using a 
weighted line.  The shafts are mostly sunk 
through bedrock where the bedding was often 
near-vertical, with the base of saddles in the 
folding also seen.  Other than small calcite-
filled fractures in steeply folded bedding, 
which are often observed above and below 
water close to the main ore rich deposits, 
little in the way of metal ores and other 
minerals were seen in the pipeworkings.  This 
is presumably because the miners took most 
of these but also because today the walls are 
commonly covered by silts.  Both shafts had 
levels leading off their sides at various depths, 
some connecting the two shafts, others going 
elsewhere.  In the pumping shaft there were 

Illustration 3: One of the dive sites, in the chamber that contains 
the pumping shaft, with a temporary workshop behind.

Illustration 4: Monitors in the control room showing the camera 
images and sonar survey in real time during one of the dives.

Illustration 5: A sonar survey in the pumping shaft as it was being 
produced during one of the dives 
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various substantial timbers, probably of pitch pine, 
thought to be for helping retain the now-removed 
pump pipes, entrances to levels and perhaps also 
ladders.  Other features here included eight mineral 
workings in ‘side pipes’ and a ‘level’ at or just below 
the underground canal horizon with a walled ‘dam’ at 
its entrance.

In the ‘main pipeworking’, entered twice from a 
launch site located in a chamber at river level, a 
route through convoluted passages led down to a 
massive ‘pipeworking’ with highly irregular sides 
that descended from about -20m to a little under 
-40m.  This got progressively larger as it went down.  
Below here much of the working had been backfilled 
with mine waste, placed in a heap that was probably 
in excess of 20m deep.  However, a route on led 
diagonally down above this, via two low retaining 
walls holding back the stone dump.  Our explorations 
stopped at about -58.5m.  Here a short level led to 
the main winding shaft, with a part-choked working 
leading off beyond; a continuation downwards of the 
main pipeworking to one side of the level was left 
unexplored (for now).  No intact timber working-
platforms and mine ladders remained in the ‘main 
pipeworkings’, but on the rubble floors there were 
scattered displaced timbers and also such items as 
iron tramway rails and metal pipes.  It is thought that 
after the mineral deposit failed at depth, from about 
1790 the miners systematically stripped back the 
pipeworking walls searching for missed ore deposits 
leading off, working their way upwards from the 
bottom, dropping this material into workings already 
searched.  Thus, they smashing timber working 
platforms below as they went, and partially backfilling 
the old workings, hence the massive heap of material 
encountered below the -40m horizon. 
Open leads were left and hopefully these will allow 
future access to unexplored parts of the flooded 
workings, which we know include further vast mined 
caverns, an underground canal level at -62m down 

and various tramway levels.  Some could be explored 
with a submersible on an umbilicus, but most will 
only be accessible once the underwater explorers work 
successfully in autonomous mode.  Currently it is 
hoped that the UNEXMIN team will return in two or 
three years’ time to continue with explorations using 
robots with increased functionality. 

John Barnatt and Richard Shaw
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Kenneth Steel and a Derbyshire Lead Mine 
– A request for Information
We have been contacted by Edward Yardley who 
is writing a book about the Sheffield artist Kenneth 
Steel (1906-1970); he is requesting information on an 
engraving by Steel entitled ‘A Derbyshire Leadmine’ 
published in about 1930. 

Illustration 6: A sonar survey of part of the large pipeworking 
chamber, photographed from one of the monitors as dive data 
was being examined.  The image of the submersible (arrowed) is 
a graphic that allows the position of it to be seen.



15

Does anyone know which mine is depicted in this 
interesting image and where it was located.  Also, are 
the structures shown related to lead mining or gangue 
extraction at an old lead mine site. 
Edward is also very keen to trace a copy of the print 
impression itself as none are currently known to him; 
the drawing illustrated here is taken from the original 
copperplate and reversed (which is what a print from 
this plate would look like); the copperplate was tracked 
down in New Zealand but an original print taken from 
this will be easier to reproduce and be of better quality 
for publication.
If you can help, please contact Edward directly 
(edwardyardley@btinternet.com), and also myself 
(observations@pdmhs.com) so that I can pass on 
information via the Newsletter.

John Barnatt

2019 - 2020 Events at the Museum
(See facebook.com/peakmines)

Heritage Talks
All these talks are held at 7:30pm on Tuesdays at the 
Peak District Lead Mining Museum in Matlock Bath. 
15th October 2019 The Archaeology of Underground 

Mines and Quarries in England:  
John Barnatt 

5th November 2019 Millclose: The Mine that 
Drowned:  Lynn Willies

3rd December 2019 An Illustrated History of the 
Railway from Derby to Rowsley 
and its Branches:  Glynn Waite

7th January 2020 Travellers, Troubles & Trogs: A 
view of visitors to Matlock Bath:  
Clare Herbert

4th February 2020 The Old Roads of Derbyshire:  
Stephen Bailey

3rd March 2020 The History of the Wirksworth 
Barmoot Court:  Lynn Willies

7th April 2020 ‘Limescape: The Shrouded 
Aesthetic’:  Steve Gresty. This 
accompanies the photographic 
exhibition and there will be time 
to look at the photographic art 
work before and after the talk.

Tickets cost £5 for PDMHS members (£6 for non-
members) and go towards the upkeep of the Museum.  
The ticket price includes tea and cakes in the interval.
Due to the growing popularity of these talks we strongly 
advise that you either call into the Museum to buy 
tickets in advance or reserve tickets by phoning the 
Museum on 01629 583834.
Reserved tickets will be sold at 7.30pm on the night if no 
one has claimed them, although We cannot guarantee 
to have tickets available on the night.

Events
24th December - Candle in the Mine – join us in 
Temple Mine to light the Christmas Eve candle and 
listen to readings from Manlove’s poem. Charge applies. 
Must be pre-booked.
4th April – 9th May 2020 Art exhibition –‘Limescape: 
The Shrouded Aesthetic’.  Photographic study by Steve 
Gresty of the limestone quarries in the Peak District. We 
have an evening talk by the artist on 7th April 2020. Free 
entry to the exhibition.

Events for Families 
26th & 27th October 2019 - Dress to Impress - we will 
have extra dressing-up clothes of all sizes so all of the 
family can dress-up! *
28th October - 3rd November 2019 - Ghost Hunt in the 
Museum - can you spot all of the ghosts? *
31st October & 1st November 2019 - Spooky Tales 
in the Museum - Additional charge applies. Booking 
essential. 
1st - 24th December 2019 Elf on the Shelf - there is an 
elf hiding in the Museum, can you find him? Look out 
for him on the Museum facebook page as well!*
26th Dec - 5 Jan 2020 Pyrite the Pirate - help Pyrite to 
find his belongings in this trail around the Museum.*

*these events are included in the usual entrance charge.
Clare Herbert

Contributing to the Newsletter
Contributions to the PDMHS Newsletter will always 
be gratefully received.  There are a number of ways 
you can send your masterpiece in:-
1: By Email
This is the most convenient way for most people.  
Please send text as a Microsoft Word document.  Use a 
simple format, such as 16 point for main headings, 14 
point for sub-headings and 12 point for the main text.  
Please try to give your work a meaningful title.
DO NOT embed photographs or diagrams in the text, 
send the images separately, ideally as 300dpi RGB, 
JPEG or TIFF files, drawings and diagrams at 600dpi.
2: By Post
If you wish to send your work by post it is best typed 
- the text can then be scanned in directly using OCR.  
However, legible hand written articles are fine too...
Good quality photographs and drawings are always 
welcome, by email or as digital images on a CD.
3: By Telephone
You could even phone me and dictate an item while I 
crayon it on the wall to be typed later.  However you 
choose your contribution will be most welcome.
Contact details for the Newsletter are on the back page.

Steve Thompson

mailto:edwardyardley@btinternet.com
mailto:observations@pdmhs.com
http://facebook.com/peakmines
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Figures 1 and 2 (Top and Second) Cards relating to the 
election of Henry Vivian.
Figure 3 and 4 (Third Down) Cards relating to the 
meeting to announce the election result.
Figure 5 (Bottom) Card relating to T.G. Best, Shipbrokers.

An Introduction to Speed Dating - 
Geologically Speaking
O.K., so now I have your attention, this is really an 
examination into an aspect of dating remedial actions 
to geological collections by means of artefacts within 
the collection.
I had the opportunity to purchase a mineral collection 
assembled by the noted mineralogist and dealer, 
J.R. Gregory  (This collection would date to 1866 to 
1874).  The pine box was in a poor condition and the 
contents, even though all specimens were present, were 
in disarray.  After curating the specimens, cleaning and 
attending to the box, it was apparent that some of the 
original card trays had been replaced with home-made 
cardboard trays.  Over the course of many years some of 
the specimens had suffered  from the ravages of time and 
chemical decomposition.  The two main culprits were: 
firstly, halite or rock salt, which in damp conditions 
is hygroscopic or deliquescent, the resultant solution 
may ruin the tray and cause further damage to adjacent 
trays, especially to the specimen and its associated label; 
and secondly pyrites, which can emit sulphur and in 
the presence of water vapour and oxygen can produce 
sulphuric acid, again damaging many neighbouring trays 
and specimens.
It is the choice of home-made card trays that gives 
clues as to the date of remedial action.  In this particular 
case the two villains, rock salt and pyrites, had 
caused damage to at least 6 card trays which had been 
replaced.  The cards used during this restoration relate 
to a reminder to voters to cast their vote in the local 
by-election and this candidate was one Henry Vivian 
(see figures 1 & 2).  Further cards invite the members 
of the Liberal Workers to a declaration of the poll result 
and was dated Monday, December 5th 1910 (see figures 
3 & 4), the venue being The Claughton Music Hall, 
Birkenhead (it is interesting to note that the Claughton 
Music Hall became the Claughton Picture House in 
1912, A sign of the times!).
Henry Vivian successfully defended his seat as the 
member for Birkenhead in January of 1910 but lost his 
seat in December 1910 in a further parliamentary vote.
A further two trays were made from trade cards issued 
by T.G.Best, Shipbrokers of 20 Royal Liver Building, 
Liverpool, which was opened in 1911 (see figure 5).  
T.G.Best has an entry in Gores directory of 1911 and is 
described as Ship Owners of 63 & 64 Drury Buildings, 
21 Water Street, Liverpool. So, I believe it may be said 
with a degree of confidence that repairs were undertaken 
to the box and contents at a date close to 1910/1911 
when a diligent owner decided that action was required 
to conserve the specimens.  The cards may have been 
surplus to requirements and may have originated 
from someone closely associated with the Birkenhead 
parliamentary candidate.  Henry Vivian withdrew from 
Birkenhead after his defeat and never returned, so that 
it is unlikely that he was the owner of the collection.  
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Nevertheless, the collection was purchased from an 
auction house in Liverpool and it may be inferred that 
for over a hundred years the furthest it travelled was 
across the Mersey.

Conclusion
If we assume a date of approximately 1870 for the 
purchase of the collection and remedial action was 
taken by 1912, it allows 40 years for the decomposition 
to have taken place (probably much faster). For those 
readers who have mineral and/or fossil collections, the 
moral of this article is a reminder to inspect them on 
a regular basis and to check for  pyrite decay or any 
other chemical decomposition and  take any necessary 
action to preserve its integrity.  If action is taken it may 
well be worth, for posterity’s sake, including a note of 
explanation and a date. 
For those readers interested in political affairs, I include 
a short history of Henry Vivian’s early career!

Henry Vivian
Vivian was a Free Trade 
Liberal, not a socialist.  
While he did not believe 
in votes for women, as his 
support for co-partnership 
demonstrated, he believed 
in the Liberal virtues of 
self-reliance, self-help 
and freedom from state 
interference.  He was first 
elected to Parliament at 
the 1906 general election 
as Liberal candidate for 

Birkenhead, in Cheshire.  He opposed the movement 
of Trade Union MPs into the Labour Party in 1908.  He 
voted against what he saw as socialist measures such 
as the Unemployed Workmen Bill which placed a duty 
on local committees to provide work or relief for the 
unemployed.  Vivian held his Birkenhead seat at the 
general election of January 1910, albeit by the narrow 
margin of 144 votes.  In December 1910 however, when 
he was subject to attacks from the left accusing him of 
being ‘the workers’ enemy’ and urging socialists to vote 
against him, he lost to the Unionists. (Wikipedia)

John Cooke

Winster Ore House – Some New Finds
Almost inevitably, soon after the July 2019 Newsletter 
had been printed  and distributed, additional 
documents related to the Winster Ore House were 
discovered in one of the manuscript collections in 
Chatsworth House.  These were found over two visits, 
on the 17th and 19th of July, all in one large bundle of 
the Devonshire Mining Collection.  As is the standard 
paleographic convention text in square brackets 
completes words abbreviated in the original documents.
The first was Devonshire Mining Collection Bundle 40 
document 40-19F (DMC 40-19F).  This is titled “1759 

August 18th  William Johnson Receipt for Repairing the 
Ore House £0 5s 4½d”.  Inside is the following account:-

Mr W[illia]m Roberts D[ebto]r to W[illia]m Johnson for 
work Done at ore house 1759 in Winster

£ s D
to 2 yards of Riggins and Carriage 0 2 2
to 1 peck of hair 0 0 4
to 1 Load of Lime 0 1 0
to 1 Day and a quarter pinting (pointing?) 
and Repairing

0 1 10½

0 5 4½
August 18 – 1759 –
rec[ei]v[e]d of W[illia]m Roberts the contentt of this bill in 
full by me W[illia]m Johnson

The word “Riggins” is intriguing:  A dictionary definition 
gives this “The ridge of a roof, and in extended usage, 
the roof itself, externally or internally, or the materials of 
which it was constructed” in the Scots dialect, and this 
might suggest repairs to the roof of the ore house.
The second document found was DMC 40-24C, titled 
“William James receipt for the repair of the Ore House  
July 3rd 1755  £0 6s 3d”.  The account therein follows:-

July 3rd 1755  His Grace the Duke of Devonshire debtor 
To will[ia]m James for moseing and Repairing the Lot oar 
house in Winster

£ S D
for work 0 3 0
nails 0 0 3
Ridging Stone 0 1 8
Slate 0 1 0
Mos 0 0 4

0 6 3
Received the contents of this Bill by me Will[ia]m James

And finally DMC 40-25D, titled “May 21st 1757  
William Johnson receipt for the repair of the Ore House  
5s/6½”, contains this account:-

may 21 1755  Charge of repairing the Lott oar house
£ s d

W[illia]m Johnson for two days work 0 3 0
nayles 2(f[arthings]?)  moss 6d  hair 6d  
1s Slate

0 2 0½

Lyme 0 0 6
0 5 6½

rec[ei]v[e]d of W[illia]m Roberts the Contents of this bill in 
full by me W[illia]m Johnson

These latter two documents are perhaps of interest and 
importance for two reasons:  Firstly, they both confirm 
that the ore house was a “Lot” or “Lott” “oar house”, 
and so would have been used by the Barmaster for the 
storage of the Duty ore, and that the building was being 
maintained by the Barmaster for the Duke of Devonshire.  
This should finally kill off the oft-repeated myth that the 
ore house was where the lead miners stored their ore...
Secondly, they seem to confirm that repairs were being 
regularly carried out to the roof  of the ore house, and 
that that roof was very different to that in place today.
It is fascinating to discover how much information such 
small documents can impart!

Steve Thompson
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Obituary
Geoffrey Ricardo Holt  1928 - 2019
Geoff Holt was born on the 21st of February 1928 in 
Huddersfield to eccentric parents, Jesse and Doris,  
Ricardo is after Harry Ricardo, inventor of the small 
high speed diesel engine.
Whilst at primary school the family moved to 15 St 
Margaret’s Avenue, Luton when his father’s job at 
Karrier Motors was relocated.
Whilst at school he learned to play the flute and 
became an accomplished musician playing in the Luton 
Schools Orchestra.  He maintained his ability to play 
an instrument throughout his life and often entertained 
himself on recorder, mouth organ and stylophone.
He left school at 15 and became an apprentice bicycle 
mechanic, and he never lost the skill to build and 
true a wheel.  This was seen a few years ago when he 
recommissioned a scrap bike for Ava, his granddaughter. 
He was still riding his own bike in his 80s.
When he was 18 he left to serve his National Service.  
He spent most of this time on airfield guard duty in 
Northern Germany where he taught himself to speak 
German.
Although he was an intelligent man he never achieved 
any academic qualifications and when he returned home 
he had a number of jobs including working at Britannia 
and 3 Star engineering where he suffered severe burns 
to his face, neck and hands when he got splashed with 
caustic soda.  Whilst recovering in hospital he was 
not allowed to shave and his beard grew.  He took the 
decision to keep the beard as he was fearful that the 
scars would be seen.
During this time he was Scout Master for the 21st 
Luton, 22nd Bedfordshire, Marsh Road Methodist Scout 
Troop.  As well as the normal evening troop meetings 
he spent many weekends with the scouts on the canal 
in a boat they had converted from a ship’s lifeboat.  He 
also brought scouts to Derbyshire camping and caving 
for the weekend in his ancient Morris Minor, 5 of them 
would travel to Masson Lees farm at Matlock with all 
their gear which was stowed on the roof or between 
the bonnet and wings in kitbags.  In 1963 there was an 
International Scout Jamboree in Athens . Geoff and 6 
seniors decided they would go and travel overland.  This 
led to a change in transport when he bought his well 
known Land Rover.  They made the fairly uneventful 
return trip to Athens although the local paper showed 
some concern when nothing had been heard from them 
after the Skopje earthquake.
The Scout caving section also made the move from 
camping at Matlock to staying at the Society cottage at 
Magpie Mine , Geoff and several of the scouts having 
joined the Society.
In 1965 he was invited to join the British Speleological 
Society Caving Expedition to the Cantabrian Mountains 
in  Northern Spain.

In that year Geoff moved from Luton to Sheffield 
and started working for Sheffield United Tours as a 
temporary coach driver.  Geoff graduated to driving a 
Telegraph & Star van, at first on nights and then days, 
where he made many friends.  As well as the trips into 
Derbyshire he led weekends away in the Northern Dales 
exploring mines, and even a holiday to Cornwall to visit 
the tin mines with other Society members.

Geoff  worked at the Telegraph until retirement in 1993, 
but  retirement didn’t sit well with him and so he was 
able to drive part time for Byrom Coaches.

Geoff sometimes did what we thought were strange 
things.  Mike Smith, one of the Society founding 

members ran a Landscape Gardening business and 
Geoff helped to keep his vehicles on the road.  To 
help with his business he thought a calfdozer might be 
useful and so he bought one and a half tons of scrap 
called Aggie.  It turned out to be a good move and 
the calfdozer was used for all sorts of jobs including 
repairing the track to the cottage and also in the first 
attempt to re-open Magpie Sough after the collapse at 
the entrance.

In 1967 the Land Rover was pressed into foreign 
service again when several members joined a Sheffield 
University Caving Expedition to Morocco.  Geoff’s 
Land Rover encouraged many more of the active 
Society members to buy their own Land Rover.  It was  
often like a Land Rover gathering at Magpie on busy 
weekends

Geoff Holt, pictured with “Aggie” at Magpie Sough 
in 1969.          Photo: Harry Parker
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1970 saw a Sheffield Polytechnic Caving Expedition 
to Romania,.  They had great difficulties with one of 
the Land Rovers, at one time considering abandoning 
it, and eventually Geoff drove it all the way home 
from Romania at 40mph.
Geoff  married Wendy Holden, the sister of one of 
the regular members in 1971.  They continued to visit 
Magpie most weekends and took to skiing in Scotland 
in the winter.
Wendy and Geoff started a family, Adam was born in 
1981 and Laura in 1983.  They did the normal family 
things as the children grew up, supplemented by Geoff 
and Adam  going to visit David (Fred) Thornton’s 
farm for odd weekends.  He acted as taxi driver for 
Laura.
He developed an interest in 1940s re-enactment 
events, the Land Rover was still his only form of 
motorised transport and he used it as his “base” when 
going away for these weekends.
Sadly in his late 80s Geoff’s health started to 
deteriorate,  requiring hospital visits where he was 
usually accompanied by Adam.  Geoff found it more 
and more difficult to look after himself and it became 
obvious that there was a bigger problem; tests showed 
that he had started with dementia.  This developed to 
the extent that he had to move into a care home, and 
after a series of infections and hospital visits he died on 
the 14th of February, just seven days before his ninety 
first birthday
He was a very skilled self taught mechanic, a practical 
engineer who could think outside the box to solve 
problems.  He was “fixer” evidenced by the fact that 
his Land Rover is still on the road after almost 60 
years with minimal spending.  He used to repair his 
own shoes, making new soles out of bicycle tyres.  He 
fired his brother in law Peter’s interest in all things 
mechanical, especially Land Rovers, and it is through 
Geoff that he now has a 60 year Land Rover that Fred 
Thornton bought from a farmer in Sheldon in 1966.

Peter Holden and  Mike Luff

A Surprising Discovery!
During May of 2019 I went on my first visit to 
explore the Isle of Man.  I’m particularly interested in 
geology and archaeology of which there is plenty on 
offer on the island.
There is a relatively small area of Carboniferous 
period rocks on the coast in the south of the island 
which have very close similarity to those of the Peak 
District.  In particular limestone and some intrusive 
basalt both of which, in the past, have been exploited 
commercially in modest quantities.
I decided to take a walk around this small peninsula 
to have a look at the geology and also explore some 
archaeological remains including a Viking/Norse ship 
burial site.

A view of the shoreline limestone extraction and quarry-
men’s tool store.  Note the remarkably flat bedding of the 
limestone and the more jagged basalt intrusion further out.

All photographs by Steve Conquest

The walking proved to be fairly gentle and pleasant 
along a low, rocky shoreline over sheep pastures with 
drystone walls.  It did not prepare me for what I came 
upon next!
I climbed onto the top of a wall stile and just ahead of 
me was a shallow quarry.  Not what I was expecting in 
this remote, rural, coastal bay so I quickly unfolded the 
map and, sure enough, a quarry was shown, labelled a 
Black Marble quarry!  Wow!
Must be derelict and abandoned, I thought, as I increased 
my pace on the coastal path which was now squeezed in 
between the bay and quarry.  The usual warning/hazard 
signs appeared on the wire fencing that I was walking 
alongside, but I began to get better views into the site.  
There was active machinery and a couple of workmen 
present.  It was still working!!  Huge slabs of black 
limestone were stacked on the quarry floor.  I took some 
photos but couldn’t attract the attention of the workmen 
to have a chat but stood watching for a while musing 
on the demise of our black marble industry and what 
markets this quarry was supplying.  Most interesting!

A view over the shallow Black Marble quarry.
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AGM Buffet Lunch Menu
Once again the lunch will be provided by Brook 
Bottom Catering, who have served us such excellent 
buffets for the AGM day in recent years.

A selection of Home cooked Meats including:-
Beef, Honey Glazed Ham, Roast Turkey

Hot Buttered New Potatoes
Homemade Cheddar Cheese and Onion Pie
Sticky Sausages with Mango Chutney
Green Salad
Red Cabbage and Beetroot Salad
Homemade Coleslaw
Tomato and Basil Salad
A Selection of Cheeses and Biscuits
A Selection of Breads
A choice of Puddings

The price of the buffet will be £14.00 per person, with 
the puddings priced at £5.00 each.  If you wish to 

join us for the lunch then you MUST book, and pay, in 
advance using the form enclosed with this Newsletter.
Copious quantities of tea and coffee will be available, 
and no doubt consumed,  throughout the afternoon.
We will not have a temporary licence to serve alcoholic 
drinks, but of course members and guests may bring 
their own “refreshments” if they so wish.

Mave Luff

New Members
Please welcome this group of new members who have 
recently joined the Society.

Ashley Birch, Whaley Bridge, HIGH PEAK
Sean and James Caley, NOTTINGHAM
Alan Heath, ST. HELENS
Helen Perkins and Family, KNUTSFORD
David Woolam, STOKE-ON-TRENT

We hope they will all find their membership of the 
Society to be an enjoyable and rewarding experience, 
and that they will join in all the activities of the Society.

Keith Gregory
Membership Secretary

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd
Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee
Registered Charity No 504662
Registered Office:  Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath 
MATLOCK, DE4 3NR Tel: 01629 583834
Web Sites:
Society: www.pdmhs.co.uk
Museum: www.peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk/
The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided 
that acknowledgment is made of the source.
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society.

I continued my walk and found the burial site which 
proved to be most fascinating but I wanted to know 
more about the quarry and its business.  Once home I 
found an email address to contact the quarry and have 
had since a very pleasing exchange of information with 
the Company Director Rosie Glassey.
It has had a chequered history, with usage of the stone in 
the local abbey and castle from about the 14th century, 
periods of closures and of working but it now has a new 
lease and permission for extraction.  They have planning 
permission and are setting up workshops to cut and 
polish the stone on the island again after many years.  
Amongst their current orders and new commissions they 
are supplying tiles to the National Gallery and stone for 
restoration of the Chapel Royal, Hampton Court Palace.  
Much to their frustration this has had to be processed in 
Spain.  As Rosie says, it’s a ridiculously long journey 
from the Isle of Man to London!
Through our emails Rosie most generously gave me 
permission to use any of their website material in this 
article, but I think that the website is most impressive 
being both informative and explanatory, so I’ve 
decided to provide the address rather than just rewrite 
their information.  So if, like me, you are intrigued by 
this discovery go to: www.pooilvaaish.com.

Steve Conquest
Editors’s Note:  This Black Marble quarry can also be 
seen on a 1975 1:50,000 Geological Survey map here:-

http://www.largeimages.bgs.ac.uk/iip/mapsportal.
html?id=1003232

PDMHS Newsletter, January 2020
The deadline for the January 2020 edition of the 
Newsletter is Sunday the 24th of November 2019.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
 Telephone: 01933 675428
 Email: newsletter@pdmhs.com

View of extracted blocks showing the (mechanically 
assisted) plug and feather method.
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