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UEG Underground Trip– Goodluck Sough, 
Via Gellia
Tuesday 17 March: Leader: Arthur Wilson, meet at the 
Woodside Cafe car park, near Via Gellia Mills, 7.00pm.
Ten places available
Goodluck Sough is not near Goodluck Mine, nor is it 
obviously a sough.  This is a fairly short trip, but has an 
awkward climb down and return.  Those not confident 
with free-climbing may prefer to bring a harness/belt 
and krab. A lifeline will be provided.
The mine is a good example of the uneconomical efforts 
made to extract any bit of mineral that was available, i.e. 
lots of work for very little reward!

News from the Museum
The Museum has been making the most of the quieter 
Autumn-Winter period when we are only open at the 
weekends (apart from for pre-booked groups). On the 
first Monday in November we started the massive task of 
inspecting and updating the Museum’s electrical system 
– this includes mapping out where cables go and where 
sockets and switches are located.  The lighting system 
has been repeatedly added to over the last 40 years, 
and we were faced at times by something resembling a 
bowl of spaghetti.  My thanks go out to volunteers Andy 
and John who worked alongside our paid electrician 
cutting the ever-rising cost of the work.  We were ten 
days into the task, holes had been made in displays to 
access old plug points, Andy had found crawl spaces 
that we did not know were there, then the electrician 
caught pneumonia.  We will be continuing our electrical 
inspection in the New Year.
Essential electrical work in the Mine and Museum have 
cost over £4000 so far – without our PDMHS volunteers 
that sum would be much higher.  We are grateful to 
PDMHS who have shared the cost of the replacement of 
Temple Mine’s emergency lighting with us.
Whilst the electrical work was on hold Andy and John 
were joined by Norman to remove the old gas heater 
which we suspected was being used as a nest box by 
rats entering it through the flue!  Fortunately, the rats 
were not at home but judging by the fresh vegetation our 
suspicion was correct.  Now the flue is blocked up and 
the wall re-plastered we have a new space for a display 
panel.  The same team also worked on re-plastering the 
window area that had been affected by water ingress, 
tackled the problem with drainage from the flat roof 
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Underground Exploration Group
UEG Meets Programme:
11th January to 17th March 2020
UEG Underground Trip– Old Tor Mine, 
Castleton
(Rescheduled from September)  Saturday 11 January:  
Leader: Adam Russell, meet on the road near Treak Cliff 
Cavern, 1.30pm.
Eight places available.  Please note that people who 
booked onto the original date will get first refusal on 
places.
This Blue John mine is located in the Winnats Pass, and 
is a great opportunity to see what this famed decorative 
mineral looks like in situ.
The trip is mostly in walking height passages but there is 
a steep climb down to the lower part of the mine which 
will be rigged with a ladder and handline.

UEG Underground Trip - Blackwell Dale 
Cave, Millers Dale
Tuesday 21 January: Leader: Adam Russell, meeting 
place to be confirmed, 7.00pm.
Eight places available.
This trip will visit this part-mined cave system, with 
some fine formations in the gated section at the end.  It 
involves stooping or crawling passages so is suitable for 
novices

UEG Underground Trip - Old Ash Mine, 
Oker
Saturday 15 February: Leader: Martin Long, meet at 
Oker Road, Wensley, at 12.30pm.
Ten places available – please note that people who 
booked onto the original date will get first refusal on 
places
This trip will visit the part-natural workings of Old Ash 
Mine in Northern Dale, with some of the best examples 
of firesetting work in the Peak District. It will involve 
extensive crawling so kneepads are definitely required 
and there is an exposed traverse which is not suitable for 
complete novices.
Reference: Barnatt, J. & Worthington, T. “Using Coal to 
Mine Lead: Firesetting at Peak District Mines” Mining 
History Vol. 16 No. 3.



above the Pump Room and removed damp plaster board 
that was in danger of falling on someone.
This is also the season of Heritage Talks which bring in 
additional funds and have developed a loyal following 
of local people as well as an increasing number of 
PDMHS members.  In 2020 we will also have some 
free exhibitions, starting in January with a set of photos 
of the Millclose miners which follows on from the talk 
given on Millclose Mine by Lynn Willies in the Autumn.  
Later in the year we have two photography exhibitions: 
one of local quarry photographs, the other of industrial 
landscapes.
On the 2nd of May the Museum will host the East 
Midlands Industrial Archaeology Conference with the 
theme of 18th and 19th Century Metal Mining.  Booking 
is now open – contact the Museum for details.
As you can see we have been keeping ourselves busy 
during the week when the Museum is closed.  If you 
would like to join one of our working teams do get in 
touch, there is plenty more to be done.

Clare Herbert

Events at the Museum
(See facebook.com/peakmines)

Heritage Talks
All these talks are held at 7:30pm on Tuesdays at the 
Peak District Lead Mining Museum in Matlock Bath. 
7th January 2020 Travellers, Troubles & Trogs: A 

view of visitors to Matlock Bath:  
Clare Herbert

4th February 2020 The Old Roads of Derbyshire:  
Stephen Bailey

3rd March 2020 The History of the Wirksworth 
Barmoot Court:  Lynn Willies

7th April 2020 ‘Limescape: The Shrouded 
Aesthetic’:  A talk by the art 
photographer Steve Gresty whose 
work is also being exhibited.

Tickets cost £5 for PDMHS members (£6 for non-
members) and go towards the upkeep of the Museum.  
The ticket price includes tea and cakes in the interval.
Due to the growing popularity of these talks we strongly 
advise that you either call into the Museum to buy 
tickets in advance or reserve tickets by phoning the 
Museum on 01629 583834.
Reserved tickets will be sold at 7.30pm on the night if no 
one has claimed them, although We cannot guarantee 
to have tickets available on the night.

Clare Herbert

Exhibitions
26th December 2019 
to 31st January 2020

‘The Millclose Miners’ 
Photographs of the workers at this 
local mine from 1880 through to 
the 1940s.

4th April to 9th May 
2020

Art exhibition –‘Limescape: 
The Shrouded Aesthetic’.  
Photographic study by Steve 
Gresty of the limestone quarries 
in the Peak District. We have 
an evening talk by the artist on 
7th April 2020. Free entry to the 
exhibition.

29th August to 11th 
October 2020

M’echanical Landscapes’
Photography by Andrew Marland

http://facebook.com/peakmines

