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Peak District Mines 
Historical Society 

Newsletter 176 ~ October 2020  

New Venture? 
PDMHS is seeking an investor of time and enthusiasm! 

With the passing of Steve Thompson, we need 

someone to step forwards to take on the role of doing 

the desk-top publishing work for Mining History, 

partnering with our Honourable Editor, Richard Shaw. 

Contact Richard via editor@pdmhs.com 

Museum Award 
TripAdvisor have awarded the Peak District Mining 

Museum and Temple Mine the “Travelers Choice 

2020” award which is given to accommodation, 

attractions and restaurants that consistently earn great 

reviews from travellers and are ranked within the top 

10% of properties on TripAdvisor globally! 

Clare Herbert 

Annual General Meeting 2020 

Notice to Members  
Members of the Society are hereby given notice that 

the forty-sixth Annual General Meeting of the Peak 

District Mines Historical Society Ltd. will be held at 

11am on Saturday the 14th of November 2020 at the 

Peak District Lead Mining Museum, The Grand 

Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire. The Agenda will 

be distributed at the start of the meeting. 

Attendance 
Because of the Government's restrictions on the 

number of people who can meet together, and in order 

to remain Covid-secure, there will be a limit on the 

number of people who can be accommodated in the 

Pump Room. Accordingly, everyone who wishes to 

attend the AGM will need to apply in advance for an 

admission ticket. An application form is enclosed with 

this Newsletter: please enclose an SAE or an e-mail 

address with your application so that we can confirm 

that it has been accepted. Alternatively, e-mail 

applications to andygillings@btinternet.com will be 

accepted provided they contain the information called 

for on the form. There is no charge for admission 

tickets. Please do not travel to the AGM unless you 

have a confirmed place. 

At the time of writing, the law requires face coverings 

to be worn in the Museum and the Museum shop, and 

also in 'community spaces', a definition which includes 

the Pump Room. Please bring (and wear) your own 

face covering, use the hand sanitiser (which will be 

provided,) and follow the rules on social distancing. 

The AGM provides an opportunity for members of the 

Society to put questions to the Committee, but the 

unusual situation this year means that more members 

than usual may be unable to attend the meeting. We 

therefore invite you to submit questions in writing 

which can then be put to the meeting, and the responses 

will be published in the next Newsletter. Questions 

may be sent by e-mail to andygillings@btinternet.com 

or by ordinary mail to the Hon. Secretary at the Peak 

District Mining Museum (address on p16). 

Election of Directors 
As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 

Association of the Company, the following Directors 

will retire at the AGM: 

The Hon Secretary 

The Hon. Recorder 

The Hon. Editor 

One-third of the remaining Directors, by rotation. 

The Committee elected at the forty-fifth AGM, held on 

Saturday the 16th of November 2019, and 

subsequently amended as detailed below, is as 

follows:- 

Chairman: Post vacant 

Deputy Chairman: Lynn Willies †1 

Hon. Secretary:  Steve Thompson, 

Andy Gillings †2 

Hon. Treasurer: Arthur Wilson 

Hon. Recorder: John Pigott ‡ 

Hon. Editor: Richard Shaw ‡ 

Ordinary members:  Shirley Burtonshaw * 

 Alan Keen * 

 Adam Cooper 

 Adam Russell 

mailto:andygillings@btinternet.com
mailto:andygillings@btinternet.com
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 Nick Willers 

 Post vacant †2 

Those marked ‡ are retiring and are eligible for re-election. 

Those marked * are retiring by rotation, but because they have 

served in office for less than three consecutive years, they are 

eligible for re-election. 

†1 – Lynn Willies was appointed to the vacant post of Deputy 

Chairman on 10th January 2020. This appointment will lapse 

at the AGM on 16th November, and Dr Willies will be eligible 

for election. 

†2 – following the death in office of Steve Thompson, Andy 

Gillings, (who was an Ordinary Member of the Committee,) 

was appointed to the post of Hon. Secretary on 1st May 2020. 

This appointment will lapse at the AGM on 16th November, 

and Mr Gillings does not wish to stand for election as Hon. 

Secretary. 

Fully paid up members of the Society are invited to 

nominate fully paid up members of the Society (who 

are aged 18 or over and who have consented to 

nomination) for election to the vacant posts on the 

Committee. Nominations will be required for the 

positions of:  

Chairman   Deputy Chairman 

Hon. Secretary Hon. Recorder 

Hon. Editor  Three Ordinary Members 

A nomination form is enclosed with this Newsletter for 

you to use. Any nomination will be accepted provided 

that they are in the format prescribed. All nominations 

must be received by Andy Gillings, Hon. Secretary, by 

Saturday 31st October 2020. Proof of postage cannot 

be accepted as proof of delivery. Nominations must 

include a brief written curriculum vitae that will be 

included with the Agenda of the AGM if a ballot 

should be required to elect Directors. Nominations for 

the Committee should be sent to the Hon. Secretary at 

the Peak District Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, 

South Parade, Matlock Bath, MATLOCK, DE4 3NR.  

The Annual General Meeting of the Society will be 

followed by the Annual General Meeting of the 

PDMHS Underground Exploration Group (UEG). See 

below. 

Normally, the AGM would be followed by a buffet 

lunch and a series of short talks or presentations in the 

afternoon which allow members to meet and mingle 

socially. However, this would be in direct 

contravention of the need for social distancing, and so 

there will be no buffet lunch or after-lunch talks. We 

hope that if and when lockdown conditions are relaxed, 

we will be able to hold a social event at some time early 

next year. 

Andy Gillings, Secretary 

Underground Exploration Group: 

Annual General Meeting 
As required by the Constitution of the Underground 

Exploration Group (UEG), the third Annual General 

Meeting of the UEG will take place immediately after 

the PDMHS Annual General Meeting. After the 

presentation of their reports all Officers of the Group 

will be deemed to have resigned. The Chairman of the 

PDMHS AGM will conduct the election of the UEG 

Chairman, after which the duly elected Chairman of the 

UEG will conduct the election of the Secretary, 

Treasurer and Equipment Officer of the UEG. 

Nominations for any officer position should be made 

in writing not less than 28 days prior to the Group 

AGM to the UEG Secretary at the Peak District Mining 

Museum, Grand Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, 

MATLOCK, DE4 3NR, together with names and 

contact details of a proposer and seconder. Only 

members of the UEG may vote for UEG Officers.  

Martin Long, Secretary, UEG 

Vacancies on the PDMHS 

Management Committee 

(or 'Council' as it used to be) 
A curse of Covid has been that Society activities have 

been limited. A consequence has been that lobbying for 

members to join the Committee and help in running 

and guiding the future of the Society has been even 

more difficult than usual. This last year we have been 

without a Chairman and it is important that we have a 

full complement of directors to share the wide range of 

tasks and interests which come our way. The situation 

has been made far more acute because of Steve 

Thomson’s recent death. He acted as both Newsletter 

Editor and Secretary and we miss him greatly for many 

reasons including these.  

Adam Russell took on the task of completing the last 

Newsletter but did not wish to do this permanently. 

Thank you, Adam. However, Adam Cooper has now 

volunteered to edit the Newsletter – with the result you 

see in front of you. Thank you also, Adam. We also 

have two people who have expressed an interest in 

joining the Committee, but at least one more is likely 

to be required to replace those resigning and an election 

is always healthy. 

Temporarily, Andy Gillings stepped into the 

Secretarial role, but he does not wish to continue with 

this as he is very active with us (to say the least) in 

other ways, which he does not wish to give up. So we 

urgently need a new Secretary. This is a key role in the 
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Society, made particularly interesting by the flow of 

information which comes to and flows through the 

Secretary. Though previous experience of such work is 

obviously handy, advice is available (Andy tells me) 

and though some computing skills are needed, these are 

limited to Word and e-mail. We would expect the 

Secretary to grow into the post as others have done 

previously, so please do not let diffidence stand in the 

way.  

There is also a vacancy for a Chairman and a Deputy 

Chairman (Chair if you prefer). I shall be available for 

appointment to one or the other, so there will be at least 

one vacancy and we would be pleased if others came 

forward for either or both roles. Both are useful and 

active functions and the deputy usually succeeds to the 

Chair’s role next time. Hopefully the persons elected 

will be very active, if only in supporting the Secretary 

and making appeals like this. 

We are, like similar organisations, an ageing Society, 

so although we have no barriers to older people taking 

on any roles (I am an arch example) it would be very 

encouraging to see somewhat younger people coming 

forward and contributing their generations of ideas to 

our Society in the years to come. Please feel free to ring 

me (01629 584322) if you wish to discuss possibilities, 

or contact any other member of the Committee. 

Lynn Willies, Deputy Chairman 

News from the Museum 
We are open! It is all a little bit different but we had the 

shop, Museum and Mine open again on the earliest 

possible date. As I write this we are open Wednesday, 

Saturday and Sunday each week and all of our staff are 

back in action. Covid-19 regulations mean that we 

cannot open our mock climbing tunnels and the 

dressing-up clothes are hidden away but the rest of the 

Museum can be visited. Mine tours are very different 

with only two households allowed on each tour so our 

guides are working harder than ever doing three one-

hour long tours for our visitors. During the summer 

holidays we have tours of up to 18 people but visitors 

are loving the more personal tour. 

Trading is 78% down on last year and it is during the 

summer holidays that we usually bank the money to 

pay our rent in the quieter winter period. To 

compensate for this loss of income I have become even 

more miserly with money and our volunteers have 

become even more creative at using scrap materials. 

We are waiting to hear whether a grant application has 

been successful which will help us through the Winter 

months. Several planned activities have had to be 

postponed but three projects have continued – the 

essential electrical work and improvements to the 

Temple Mine site, and the rag and chain pump.  

By the time you read this the essential electrical work 

should have been completed at a cost of over £12,000. 

There will still be smaller jobs left to do but the 

Museum will have a new emergency lighting system 

and the jumble of cabling that had been added to over 

the last 40 years has been streamlined! Without our 

dedicated volunteers it would have cost much more and 

I would still have open holes in walls and tunnels 

where they were cut to access old cables. 

The Thursday morning working party at Temple Mine 

have been busy breaking up the damaged concrete 

ready for replacing it, have built a third panning tank 

(idea for maintaining social distancing), replaced some 

of the launders and re-routed the water flow through 

the panning tanks. Visitors are now greeted by the 

sound of running water and a much tidier site.  

Making a guard for the rag and chain pump sounded 

like an easy task but it has involved a lot of discussion 

and head scratching. We wanted to ensure that when 

people wound the handle and lifted the water out of the 

tank they could clearly see what was happening, we 

also wanted it to look aesthetically pleasing. That ruled 

out a simple box shape. A design following the curve 

of the wheel was settled on, and the finished result 

looks good  

Photographic exhibitions in the Pump 

Room this Autumn 
6th Sept – 11th Oct: The Industrial Tourist. 

Black and white photographs of industrial sites 

taken by Andrew Marland. 

 

Dates TBC: Limescape: The Shrouded Aesthetic. 

A collection of fine art photographs by Steve 

Gresty of the limestone quarry industries in 

Derbyshire and the Peak District. 

Access to these free exhibitions is during the 

Museum’s opening hours. 

Autumn/Winter Heritage Talks 
‘The Norman Invasion of the Peak: Devastation, Re-

organisation and Silver’ with speaker Lynn Willies is 

the first in our heritage talks on Tuesday 6th October. 

The maximum audience size will be 29 people under 

current Covid regulations (much smaller than our usual 

audiences) and masks will need to be worn. Booking 

is essential and payment will be taken when you 

book. Keep an eye on facebook.com/peakmines or 

‘phone 01629 583834 for information and tickets.  

Clare Herbert 

http://facebook.com/peakmines
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Bequests 
You will be aware of the sudden sad passing of Steve 

Thompson in April. Steve played a pivotal role in 

management of PDMHS affairs and we lost access to 

not only his enthusiasm, humour, and irreplaceable 

personal knowledge but also his computer systems. 

At some point after his death there was a major water 

leak in his unattended house causing extensive 

damage. We don't know if, or to what extent, his 

computer and paper records were affected. Hopefully, 

the executor of his estate or his beneficiaries will 

eventually be able to update us, however doubtless his 

PC was password protected: a critical obstacle. 

Luckily, Steve's demise has not significantly impacted 

the day to day operation of PDMHS; although we lost 

items on his computer, there are workable alternatives. 

But what of Steve's extensive researches at such as the 

Chatsworth archives? There must be a treasure trove of 

valuable and unpublished information remaining. 

We lost another long-standing member, Dave 

Williams, back in November 2018. That was an 

altogether different scenario, Dave had been unwell for 

some considerable time. He made arrangements for his 

computer data and personal lead-mining library to be 

transferred to PDMHS (as well as a very generous 

financial bequest). While undergoing treatment Dave 

guided our webmaster through some of his files and 

converting some from obsolete formats to better 

alternatives. He was able to see them converted and 

incorporated in the PDMHS website when it was being 

rebuilt in 2017. A far better outcome than if we had 

been faced with a vast archive of computer files in a 

diverse set of formats to wade through in search of the 

more valuable items. 

It is not uncommon for members to have left 

instructions that their Peak Mining related books be 

donated to PDMHS, sometimes accompanied by very 

welcome financial bequests. The same consideration 

doesn’t always apply to photos, videos and mineral 

specimen collections and to things which are less 

obviously chattels, such as historical and field notes 

and copyright in published works. Members will surely 

have photographs from the 1950’s onwards of people, 

places, and things which are of interest to future 

generations of PDMHS. A useful activity for those 

dark winter evenings would be sort out those with 

mining history significance and recording the where, 

when and who for posterity. 

Many of you have personal archives relevant to mining 

history. Over the last 3 decades in particular, much of 

this will have been created in, or converted to, digital 

formats. If these are stored on a password-protected 

home PC with no independent backup, the risks are 

very different to those of documents and photos on 

paper. A PC will often contain large quantities of 

personal data in addition to mining history material, 

which it would be inappropriate for PDMHS to 

receive. The task of sorting this out is extremely time 

consuming and family members may not appreciate the 

historic value of a repository of Peak District mining 

history data, and discard what represents many 

hundreds of hours of research effort. These hard-won 

archives could be incredibly valuable to a later 

generation of researchers. 

If you have published works, you may wish to consider 

bequeathing the copyright so that your work can live 

on. For items published by PDMHS, this would make 

the release of new editions and works substantially 

easier, but it may also be the best option if the original 

publisher is less likely than PDMHS to “go to print” 

with your words, drawings, and photographs. 

We would urge all members involved in any work 

worth preserving for the long-term benefit of PDMHS 

and others interested in our areas’ heritage to ensure 

that effort is not lost. This can simply come down to 

marking boxes/folders etc as “for PDMHS”, telling 

your family and friends and putting a note in your will, 

or buying a USB hard drive for mining-only backups 

and mark it “for PDMHS”. If members are unsure of 

the value of their work, advice could be sought from 

the Society. If you don’t have the IT skills yourself and 

are unable to find assistance, we may be able to find 

PDMHS members willing and able to advise. 

Rob Hindle 

Torchy Obituary: 

Larger than Life 
The caving and mining scene in Derbyshire recently 

lost one of its most colourful characters – none of us 

will ever forget Torchy (Paul Foster) – a legend in his 

own time. When he was with the Eldon he was 

regarded as the "Minister of Supply". We used to say 

that the Northwest Gas Board works for Torchy – not 

the other way around. 

I first met Torchy in the notorious Eldon hostel in 1965. 

A tallish, fairish, surprisingly thin bloke who by that 

time could lay his hands on most things you might 

need. He achieved this by propping up bars from 

Buxton to Matlock; he was amazingly well-connected. 

Underground, he could be pretty cavalier. I remember 

in 1967, down a working slate mine in North Wales, 
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Torchy disappeared into an electricity sub-station and 

immediately becoming wreathed in a cascade of 

sparks. Luckily for us, he didn't require the "Kiss of 

Life". 

We were having trouble with vandals breaking into 

Eldon's North Wales hut, so Torchy took the window 

measurements away with him and came back with the 

most amazingly high-tech steel shutters which, 

together with a massively reinforced front door, lasted 

for years. We quite often referred to it as Fort Foster! 

He was very generous with his help – he put the gas 

supply into our cottage in exchange for a bottle of 

whiskey. However, his diet and his imbibing caught up 

with him eventually. If anyone remarked upon his girth 

he would tell them "If your education had cost as much 

as this, you wouldn't be so bloody rude as to mention 

it." 

Camping during a mining trip, and with a session in the 

pub afterwards, he would regale you late at night with 

a pressure cooker full of bacon bones, rice and butter 

beans – superb stuff. One of his favourite eating 

establishments was Len's fish and chip shop on 

Fairfield Road, Buxton. Here he told us that he would 

enjoy a plate of "Wessen, bull's ***** – bloody 

marvellous". 

One time we went to his house to take photographs of 

his remarkable mineral collection for a publication. He 

dived under his bed and reappeared with a large 

specimen of pitchblende, which he then demonstrated 

to us with the aid of a Geiger counter – and it really did 

squawk! 

About 1978 he took me on a trip down Smallclough 

near Nenthead – the nearest thing to doing the Pennine 

Way underground. He was so keen on that area that he 

even bought a cottage up there and that enabled him to 

carry on with his mineral collecting. So much so, that 

he once claimed to be a "green fluorspar millionaire". 

Everyone will have their own collection of Torchy 

isms – what a guy – we should really write a book. 

Brian Woodall 

It Ain't Half Hot, Mum - Finding 

Soughs using Thermal Cameras. 
Water issuing from below ground is generally warmer 

than that in surface watercourses during the winter 

months. Having acquired a FLIR thermal imaging 

camera (ostensibly for home insulation examination), 

a visit to a known sough resulted in these images, taken 

in cold weather some time ago. 

 

The camera (attached to an IPad) produces coloured 

images, representing temperature differences, blue 

being cold, orange and yellow hot. The warmer water 

was immediately apparent; it is also possible to get an 

approximate temperature reading but this can be 

affected by the particular emissivity of the surface (in 

this case, water) in question. A visible light image is 

also shown of the same view. 

 

There was a 4-5C difference in water temperature to 

that in the river, which some will be able to identify (no 

prizes, sadly). Several other sources of water were 

easily identified, even in locations where there was no 

obvious flow patterns to be seen. It would be 

interesting to know whether others in the Society have 

tried this sort of technology and with what success. I 

intend to also trial the camera on some 'dry' sites over 

the Winter, to look for draughting openings. 

Nick Willers 

Family History 
Enquiries made via the Society website are diverted to 

the Museum where staff send them on to the person 

best placed to answer. These enquiries cover a wide 

variety of queries – in just one week there were 

questions about ownership of mineral rights, an 

invitation to complete a mine survey, problems with 
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logging in to the website, photos of a possible shaft in 

a garden, a request to use the library to research lead 

tithes and a family history linked to a mine. 

It is the latter that we wanted to share with you. “I have 

come across a press clipping from the 1930s I think. It 

talks about my grandparents’ bravery down the mine. 

They were Dr Archibald and Dr Maud Menzies. I’m 

wondering if you have any more information?” 

Our first response was to ask which mine it was. They 

did not know but the response that these doctors had 

run a private psychiatric establishment at Youlgreave 

piqued our interest – these were not the usual doctors 

who went into mines after accidents. Luckily, the 

distinctive names of the doctors meant a search on the 

British Newspaper Archive was practical and we found 

an article about the inquest into one of the miners. The 

article in the Sheffield Independent on the 15th July 

1936 read: 

Mine tragedy 

Inquest on man pinned by fall of spar 

A verdict that death was due to injuries received after 

a fall of spar was returned by Mr S Taylor, coroner for 

the High Peak, at an inquest in Youlgreave yesterday 

on Charles Thomas Agutter, (33), Stanton View, 

Bakewell, one of the two men entombed at Long Rake 

Spar Mine Youlgreave. 

James Roland Bird, underground foreman, said he 

found Agutter partly buried, and he said, “Jim get this 

weight off me.” It took them three hours to move the 

spar. 

Dr Archibald Menzies of Youlgreave said he went 

down the mine with his wife (also a doctor) and got to 

Agutter who was conscious, and gave him an injection 

of morphia. Agutter was suffering from a compound 

fracture of the right leg and profound shock. His 

injuries were sufficient to cause death. 

John Thomas Dunn, the other man 

who was entombed, was dead when 

liberated. 

Further research revealed that the 

accident on 4th July 1936 occurred 300 

feet underground when, as the men 

were tramming the tubs, the chute 

collapsed releasing 50 tons of rock and 

soil. One miner had a lucky escape 

when the large rock that struck him 

also pushed him out of the way. The 

two doctors went to the site of the 

accident and administered morphine to 

Charles Thomas Agutter who was 

trapped with only his head and one arm 

clear. When he was released two and a 

half hours later the doctors provided 

further treatment in the cage before he 

was taken to the surface. Charles was taken to hospital 

but died a week later. He had only worked at the mine 

for one week. The newspapers were delighted (and 

maybe slightly scandalised) that a female doctor had 

gone underground in such circumstances and the story 

reached the national papers including the Daily Mirror 

under the headline “Woman doctor descends pit to 

injured man”.  

The Museum was able to send the doctors’ descendent 

a copy of the article and a link to some information on 

Long Rake Spar Mine. The article with the additional 

information has been added to the PDMHS library. 

Clare Herbert 

Mineralogical Consequences of 

Lockdown: 

A brief study of ionising radiation 

and the mineral collector (Part 2) 
Those people who read the previous article (in 

Newsletter 175) may recall that my last action was to 

press the “Buy” button on an online platform. Well, a 

few days later my miniature Geiger counter arrived (A 

Radex 1503+ which was purchased based on the good 

reviews). Batteries installed and ready to go. 

Impressive sensitivity and easy to use and read with a 

display showing the values in microsieverts per hour 

(μSv/h). Anyway, keen to prove to my wife the 

necessity and wisdom of having a GM counter in the 

domestic environment, I set about devising 

Long Rake Spar Co Ltd 
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experiments to demonstrate the value of the instrument 

(as against the definition of TOY that my wife is 

employing). 

Firstly, I wanted to prove the inverse square law which 

states that doubling the distance resulted in a quarter of 

the radiation exposure. So, to this end I arranged the 

source (a torbenite from Shaba, Zaire) at a height of 

15cms above a wooden surface (i.e. a cardboard box on 

the dining table) and took readings at distances of 10, 

20 and 30 cms away, with the results as follows: 

Distance Reading in μSv/h 

10 6.84 

20 2.17 

30 0.69 

 

So, doubling the distance should reduce the count by a 

factor of 4 and trebling by a factor of 9. All-in-all not 

too bad a result using my “kitchen sink” science. 

The second experiment involved taking the same 

radioactive source and still using the detector at a 

distance of 10 cms introduce between these some 

household items to determine any reduction in detected 

activity. Results as follows: 

Item introduced Activity μSv/h 

No intervention 6.84 

Piece of thin paper 6.53 

Piece of kitchen towel 6.44 

Piece of thin cardboard 4.72 

4mm plastic breadboard 0.77 

4mm glass fruit bowl 0.34 

 

There is a definite trend in reduction of activity but 

what does this all mean? The chosen items are merely 

to represent measures that might be taken to mitigate 

the effect of radioactive minerals within a collection. 

The paper and kitchen towel are “nesting” materials 

that may be used to support a mineral and the 

cardboard represents the cardboard tray in which the 

mineral might sit. The plastic may mimic the boxes 

often used for mineral display and the glass is a 

representation of the glass doors of a mineral display 

cabinet. 

The resting background activity in this domestic 

environment is 0.15 μSv/h. So, by taking some simple 

precautions the amount of radioactivity exposure can 

be adequately managed. 

If we can combine the previous experiments so that the 

detector is placed outside the glass cabinet and activity 

recorded when increasing the distance within (i.e 

putting the specimen at the back). 

Distance from 

detector 

Activity μSv/h Behind glass 

μSv/h 

20 cms 2.17 0.19 

30 cms 0.69 0.18 

 

Taking 30 cms as the optimum distance which equates 

to placing the specimen at the back of the display 

cabinet demonstrates that the activity is greatly 

reduced and that in this particular case, it is only 

marginally raised above background radiation. 

What is the safe level of radioactivity within the 

mineral collecting community? There is no hard-and-

fast rule and here I use the advice given by Price et al 

(2013). In their paper they use the best practice from 

various universities of which Glasgow and Oxford are 

employed here. The approach used by Glasgow is to 

classify a mineral as radioactive if the surface 

measurement is between 1 and 7.5 μSv/h. Specimens 

recording activity above 7.5 μSv/h are classified as 

significantly radioactive. Oxford university measures 

radioactivity at a distance of 30 cms. Those registering 

an activity of between background and 2.5 μSv/h are 

designated as “low level radioactive” and those above 

2.5 μSv/h are regarded as “high level radioactive” 

So, what about the specimens? After checking the 

activity of various torbenites and autunites (both 

Cornish and foreign) the specimens were moved to sets 

of drawers and particularly towards the back and 

within plastic boxes wherever possible. It was 

surprising to find several long-forgotten specimens 

lying in drawers, some of which were purchased in the 

1960s, such as boltwoodite, carnotite and zeunerite 

from foreign locations. 

Nevertheless, there were exceptions. Whilst doing an 

external sweep of activity of my Victorian boxed 

mineral collections also showed activity. The first is a 

collection of Cornish minerals from the mid-1850s 

which on closer internal inspection showed activity in 

two specimens. These were uranium ores and were 

then suitably entombed in lead (roof flashing) and this 

mitigated the activity. The second box, which is of 

German origin, was opened and revealed a specimen of 

pitchblende which gave a reading of greater than 10 

μSv/h. A coffin of lead was constructed with a 

covering lid, only to find that the activity reading was 

now 4.22 μSv/h at 10cms distance. A much larger 

reduction in activity was expected, so concluding that 

it was emitting a degree of gamma radiation. The 

specimen and lead overcoat were consigned to the 

shed. Actually, in lead, then glass and in a drawer. The 

activity is still detectable but now within tolerable 

levels (1.41 μSv/h at about 20 cms). Its future is now 
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the subject of debate! On closer inspection of the 

accompanying label it stated that it was from 

Joachimsthal, Bohemia (now Jáchymov), Czech 

Republic). A quick check on Wikipedia stated that this 

was the mine where Marie and Pierre Curie sourced 

their original material from which they isolated radium 

and polonium, hence gamma ray activity! 

So, what has been learned? A Geiger counter is not a 

toy…Q.E.D. That the inverse square law is valid. That 

simple measures can mitigate against the presence of 

radioactivity. That the mineral collecting fraternity 

should be aware of the risks present within their home. 

There is still a place for kitchen-sink science. AND that 

a garden shed is particularly useful and not just a man 

cave. 

References: 

Price, M., Horak, J. and Faithfull, J. (2013) Identifying and 

managing radioactive geological specimens. Journal of Natural 

Science Collections, Volume 1, 27-33 

John Cooke 

An 1828 Sketchbook: 

Mining Operations in Matlock at 

Ladygate and High Tor, Matlock  

The sketchbook, by an unnamed artist, but probably S. 

Tuppence, was auctioned by Anderson and Garland of 

Newcastle in mid July 2020 and purchased by the 

Buxton Museum and Art Gallery for £1100 plus buyers 

fees. The Society subscribed £200 towards the 

expenses on account of the mining and strong local 

content. The sketches are very competently done, with 

colouring on some, showing a wide range of landscape, 

roads and other features mainly around Matlock, but as 

far away as Castleton and Mansfield. As two were from 

the bedroom windows of the New Bath Hotel and a 

hotel in Bakewell, they probably represent a typical 

tour of someone staying in the area at that time. One 

shows a lady artist sketching at Matlock Bath with a 

small child playing at her feet. Was she the Artist? Two 

line drawings were of particular mining interest, of 

some 21 sketches so far seen out of 35 in all. One is of 

a tiny mining operation on the western riverbank of the 

River Derwent, probably on the range of Ladygate 

Vein as it flows past the Pic Tor (Pig Tor, Church Tor, 

just east of the Matlock south Railway Bridge) cliffs at 

Matlock. The second is of workmen and equipment 

next to a substantial coe on the mine hillock labelled 

Side Mine, which was possibly the Killers Sough 

portal, leading to Side Mine. It is shown alongside the 

Derwent and under the cliffs of High Tor.  

Ladygate 
The limestone cliffs are here shown dipping eastwards, 

with, under the dipping beds, the distinctive forms of 

reef knolls or algal mud-mounds. Cutting through the 

mounds and beds is a dark opening, a cleft formed from 

a mineralised fault in the rock, Ladygate Vein which is 

easily seen today. At its base is the opening of 

Ladygate Mine, which was worked in the 1770s 

onwards by a wooden rodway, which crossed the river, 

working from a distant water wheel upstream (the 

scaffold bridge 

carrying the rodway 

is shown in a 1770s 

sketch in the 

Cornwall Record 

Office). Later, about 

1810 the same mine 

was worked by a late 

Newcomen steam 

engine placed on top 

of the cliff, with its 

pump rods passing 

down to a shaft at the 

opening at the cleft-

foot. The name 

Ladygate almost 

certainly comes from 

the vein crossing the 

Ladygate track about a hundred yards behind these 

cliffs en route to the Church (now St Giles) which was 

part of the Salters Way into (Old) Matlock before 

Matlock Bridge was built half a kilometre upstream. 

To the right of the sketch a number of buildings are 

seen, which are on the opposite side of the river to the 

cliffs. The central house with four windows was, 

probably, the Boathouse Inn, a roadhouse on the 

turnpike. In 1828 and certainly by 1829 when it is the 

subject of another painting in the Buxton Museum and 

The 1828 sketch showing Ladygate Mine and caving operations 

(by courtesy of the Buxton Museum and Art Gallery). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J%C3%A1chymov
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Art Gallery Collection, there was a substantial quarry 

on the left of the Inn, with a limekiln which is 

(carefully?) not shown here, though there are slight 

indications of smoke. The 1829 painting, and another 

sketch in this book, show a ferry boat crossing the river 

here. Ten years later, this aspect was totally lost by the 

building of a bridge on the Ambergate-Rowsley 

railway which crosses the river and the turnpike at the 

bend. 

The mine working seems to be located on Ladygate 

Vein as it ranges towards Matlock Bridge across, or 

under the meadows known then as the Shiploads which 

extended from the river up to the Snitterton Road (Holt 

Lane today), The mining operation is tiny. It cannot 

have been deep without pumping because of the river 

and the waste hillocks are tiny. The windlass is not the 

usual mining type, 

which was required 

to have a particular 

construction by the 

Derbyshire mining 

laws and customs 

and suggests it was 

not erected to 

preserve the mine 

title whilst the scale 

and equipment 

suggests it is a 

“caving” operation: 

reworking of old 

hillocks by poor 

people and tolerated 

like the gleaning of 

cornfields. The 

windlass is very 

light in construction 

and possibly it was 

used to raise buckets of water for the washing or 

dressing of ore more conveniently and safely than from 

the river which in actuality is down a steep bank here 

and often racing past.  

There were previously numerous attempts to work the 

Ladygate Mine at depth between the other side of the 

river and Matlock Bridge and it is possible the two 

people were sorting and rewashing waste material 

brought up at some previous time when pumping had 

lowered the water level. It is unlikely they are working 

in the vein itself, which will be in the solid rock, 

hereabouts usually about 20-25 feet below geologically 

recent river sediments and well below the water table. 

The equipment appears to include a square or 

rectangular box with two uprights, suggesting it was a 

hutch, with the lever and sieving tray not shown (see 

below); there is a box for cleaning ore in water, 

possibly by using a shovel in a similar way to a vanning 

shovel, and, possibly a trough for buddling fine 

sediment. What appears to be a small wooden box with 

a hooped carrying handle (a wisket) is shown, 

indistinctly, just to the right of the mining equipment. 

It may indicate small amounts of hand-picked material 

were also brought to this place for processing from 

other mine hillocks in the area. There appears to be a 

man and a woman at work – women and older men or 

those unemployed are almost likely as it was not a 

prosperous time. Such people,“cavers”, reworking old 

waste hillocks, often preferred the few coppers gained 

to grudging relief from the poorhouse, thus gaining the 

toleration by ratepayers and landlords. 

The Side Mine 

The Side Mine (as labelled on the sketch) was possibly 

near the Killers Sough or Level portal: The sketch 

shows the High Tor looming above, and the scene is 

dominated by a rather broken-down foot bridge over 

the river Derwent, which appears to be slightly 

downstream, of the bridge of the High Tor Colour 

works today, and by substantial thatched buildings or 

coes. The larger of the two buildings seems similar to 

that in an earlier painting by Wright of Derby, his 

daytime version of High Tor. Three workmen, two 

seated, are at one end of the supports and planks just 

short of the break. Behind them is the equipment for 

washing or rewashing mineral: it seems a more 

substantial operation than the other, Ladygate, sketch 

shows. The equipment includes a hutch or hotching tub 

with two uprights supporting a long handle which, 

through a jigging motion, moved a counterbalanced 

sieve in the box or hutch to separate heavier from 

The 1828 sketch (detail) showing washing operations at the Side mine, possibly at the Killers Level coe 

(by courtesy of the Buxton Museum and Art Gallery). 



10 

 

lighter peasy-sized orey material. This had fairly 

recently replaced the arduous work of hand sieving (as 

shown in a painting by Day at Gildereye Mine 

overlooking Matlock Bath of some forty years earlier). 

It may have facilitated economic reworking of material 

formerly considered waste. There is also a box with 

sloping ends, probably a vat (the milk vats of my youth 

had a similar shape - other vats known, used for 

sieving, were half-barrels) which may have stored 

water or may have been used to separate finer material 

or “belland ore” using a shovel as noted above.  

The debris forming the river bank seems to be dumped 

material, presumably from the mine, and, in fact, much 

of the “island”, formed by the leat, on which the now 

disused paintworks, formerly the High Tor Mine is 

located is mine waste. This would have derived from 

either the sough-based operations, or which had 

descended down slope from the huge mined cleft of 

Raddle Rake (seen in several paintings) as exposed at 

the northern end and crossing southwards behind the 

main face of the Tor, or from the mine entering the 

Great or Bacon Rake at the south end (See Rieuwerts 

2010 for details of soughs and mines in this). 

The 1828 date of this painting is of special interest 

because there had been substantial changes in the 

locality within the last few years. There is a sketch by 

Revelly (in the writer’s possession) which shows a leat 

to an undershot water wheel more or less in this 

position or a little downstream, which we date roughly 

as 1819 or a little before. What may be its weir is 

shown faintly in this sketch upstream but there is no 

sign of the leat or wheel. In 1820 Thomas Boothman 

had taken over the site and reopened what J.H. 

Rieuwerts considers to be the former Killers Sough, 

widening it to form what we now call the Paintmill 

Adit, and installing a huge water wheel and probably 

also rebuilding the weir. It had slide rods extending 

some 300 yards from the wheel almost to under 

Starkholmes (Tor Road today). None of this is shown 

here, though Boothman conceivably was reworking 

old spoil as a minor but rewarding operation on the old 

hillocks. It has been puzzling the writer for some time 

which the mine was that required the substantial 

operations indicated by the well-built coe (as painted 

by Wright and here), with, in Wright’s time (late 18th 

century), a rock-weir close by on the river. This was 

evidently superseded by the upstream weir which 

survived until about 1971. Just upstream of the sketch-

scene also, Boothman’s very ambitious High Tor 

mining undertaking must have changed more or less 

everything near the new wheel and adit, though nothing 

is shown in the sketch. It opens the possibility that 

Killers Level, to Side Mine, runs from close to the 

scene of the sketch and may also be that seen 

underground passing through Summerfield Shaft at 

adit level: Where the coffin level crosses the shaft its 

orientation does not appear to be aligned with that of 

the Paintmill Adit and there is no down-sough 

connection, only further inwards. It suggests the coffin 

level seen (known as Roman level in the 1950s 

working of Riber Mine, actually emerged downstream 

of the Paintmill Adit, perhaps just above where the 

Cable Car passes over, close to the scene of the 1828 

sketch. 

 

The “coffin level”, possibly Killers Level, probably late 17th or 

early 18th century, at Summerfield Shaft in the High Tor Mine or 

Paintmill Adit, prior to the roof-fall. Photo: Author 1976. 
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Peak District Mines - Observations 

and Discoveries - Part 74 

Manystones Pipe, Brassington, Derbyshire, 

SK 2352 5502 
Adjacent to Manystones Lane there is a small mine, 

named on the early 20th century Barmaster’s map as 

Manystones Pipe. Due to the need to create a layby to 

service the nearby reservoir, the mine remains were 

planned to be removed in the works and the Society 

was contacted by Allen Archaeology, the contractors 

dealing with the pre-construction recording and a site 

meeting was arranged. 

The main hillock was about 2m in height and roughly 

10m in diameter and consisted of rock waste from shaft 

sinking. It had a single shaft at its centre, which had 

been plugged with a large boulder in the past. An area 

on the west side of the hillock had been used for ore 

dressing, as evidenced by the crushed calcite and 

barytes visible where the turf cover had been disturbed. 

Removal of a small rock next to the boulder plug 

showed that the shaft was circular, about 1m in 

diameter and ginged to around 2m depth. On the north-

east side, presumably on the line of the vein, there was 

a packwall continuing below the ginging. 

A second hillock, not under threat, is located to the 

north-east, this is of a similar size though more 

irregular in shape; there is no obvious shaft site visible 

at surface. The distance between these (roughly 30m) 

is consistent with a small mine title of around 1 meer 

(29 yards) of ground. 

It was the intension to try and descend the shaft when 

the construction staff removed the boulder, but 

unfortunately the day arranged for this to happen was 

the day after the announcement of the Covid19 

lockdown. There was no certainty that workings would 

be accessible from the shaft as information had been 

received that the shaft had been used to deposit quarry 

slurry around the time that the adjacent Manystones 

Quarry was filled in by this means (John Peel, pers. 

comm.).  

The shaft was later investigated by remote camera to 

establish its condition underground and see whether 

there were any features of importance present. The 

ginging extended to 2m depth, with the aforementioned 

packwall continuation on the line of the vein to 4m. 

The shaft profile was roughly rectangular in profile 

below the ginging but irregular, with occasional 

pockets in the shaft sides. At 15m depth a small narrow 

level headed off north-eastwards on the line of the vein 

but was choked a short distance in; it perhaps originally 

ran to a shaft on the second hillock. The shaft being 

investigated terminated at 21m depth, on a floor of soil 

and litter. How much deeper it once was is not known. 

The main hillock has now been removed to allow 

construction of the layby and the shaft was infilled. 

Reported – Adam Russell 

Late Coal Mining at Baslow Colliery, 

Baslow, Derbyshire, centred SK 277720 
This extensive colliery on the eastern gritstone upland 

of the Peak District, centred on the hamlet of Robin 

Hood, has been reported previously in detail 

(Rieuwerts and Barnatt 2015, pp 24-30). The southern 

half is on land that since the 1820s has belonged to the 

Dukes of Devonshire and miners had previously 

extended their work southwards under Chatsworth Old 

Park. The last main episode of mining ended in the 

early 1830s but there was later trial work in 1873, c. 

1912 and possibly in the 1914-18 war. 

One new snippet of information has recently come to 

light regarding the c. 1912 work, identified when I was 

collating information on mining in north-eastern 

Derbyshire for new personal research. This was found 

whilst trawling through Bob Bradley’s website data on 

the history of the region’s coal mining, derived from 

Coal Authority archives. In the website page for 1912 

it is recorded that the Baslow Colliery was briefly 

reopened and that there were five men working 

underground and sixth at surface. This supplements 

what Ward reported in the 1930s, when he noted that 

the colliery was re-examined by the Devonshire Estate 

in about 1912 after the Lloyd George Land Act, and 

speculated that the coal had already been won or the 

reopening was unprofitable (Ward 1934-5, p. 143). 

Reported – John Barnatt 

References 

Bradley, R. - A Comprehensive History of Mining in the 

Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire in 

Chronological Order - in: www.healeyhero.co.uk - accessed 15 

July 2020. 

Rieuwerts, J. H. and Barnatt, J. (2015) Coal Mining on the Peak 

District’s eastern uplands during the 16th to early-20th century. 

Mining History 19.4, pp. 1-49. 

Ward, G. H. B (1934-5) Facts about Robin Hood (Baslow) and 

Millstone Bridge Toll Bar. Sheffield Clarion Ramblers 

Handbook 1934-35, pp. 133-50. 

Possible Meerstone, Hutmoor Butts Lane, 

Monyash, Derbyshire SK 1374 6697 
At the side of Hutmoor Butts Lane there is a large stone 

that stands about 1m high but is not incorporated into 

the laneside wall or obviously paired in a gateway. It is 

located at the point where a vein crosses the lane; 

http://www.healeyhero.co.uk/
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hillocks are still present on either side. This raises the 

possibility that the stone was set up as a meerstone 

marking the division point between two mining titles. 

The area was unenclosed common until the Monyash 

enclosure of 1774 and if the identification of the stone 

as a title marker is correct then this would suggest that 

it predates enclosure. Although Hutmoor Butts Lane is 

mostly a product of enclosure, its lower, narrower part 

at Five Lane Ends, starting close to where the stone 

lies, is earlier and was both an access point to the 

commons and a route from Monyash to Hurdlow; thus, 

this track would have been a suitable reference point 

when dividing mining titles on a vein. 

Reported – Adam Russell 

Key-marked Slag Block, Ecton Hill, 

Staffordshire SK 0969 5808 
Whilst indexing the scanned copy of Box 2 of Nellie 

Kirkham’s notes which covers the Ecton area, an 

interesting reference to a discovery made in the early 

1950s was found. While quarrying the mine waste, 

presumably in the main hillock between Salts Level 

and Deep Ecton Level that we know was being 

partially removed for aggregate at that time, what was 

described as a “bronze key embedded in stone” was 

uncovered. The find was sent to Buxton Museum, who 

in turn sent it on the University of Manchester for 

further analysis. This confirmed that the find was 

actually a block of slag with the impression of a single 

key in it. During the excavations at the Ecton engine 

house in 2014 (Barnatt 2016), a slag block with a cross-

key design was found in the pavement at the adjacent 

yard. The sketch of the 1950s find is not identically 

designed to the keys in the 2014 find, but in the absence 

of the artefact it is difficult to draw firm conclusions. 

The correspondence in Nellie Kirkham’s notes does 

not state what happened to the slag block after its 

analysis; it is not impossible that it may still be in the 

collections at Buxton Museum. 

Reported – Adam Russell 
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Coal for Magpie Mine from Thatch Marsh 

Colliery in 1926 
This colliery, near Buxton in Hartington Upper 

Quarter, Derbyshire, centred at SK 707027, has again 

been reported in detail (Barnatt 2014). The main 

episode of documented mining started in the 17th 

century and ended in 1918. One new snippet of 

information has recently come to light regarding a brief 

episode of later work, found whilst trawling through 

Bob Bradley’s website data on the history of the 

region’s coal mining, derived from Coal Authority 

archives.  

Here it notes that in 1926 the Thatch Marsh Colliery 

was briefly reopened to supply coal to Magpie Mine. 

As we know from abandonment plans that the colliery 

had been largely worked out down to a deep drainage 

level, using pillar and stall type mining, presumably it 

was the coal pillars that were robbed. It is not known 

what the coal was used for at Magpie Mine, nor why 

Thatch Marsh Colliery was targeted given that coal 

could readily be purchased at places such as Buxton 

that had been imported via the railway network. 

Perhaps, as both sites were owned by the Duke of 

Devonshire, it was estate workers who did the mining 

in-house. In 1926, little appears to have been 

happening at Magpie Mine, the Garlick company went 

into liquidation in 1924 and G. E Bacon did not form a 

partnership to mine here until about 1930, with no 

physical work apparently done until investment was 

found in 1936 (Willies et al 1971, pp. 24-26). Thus, 

presumably the coal was used in the mine office or 

attached smithy. 

Reported – John Barnatt 
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Can you contribute to future 

editions of Observations and 

Discoveries? 
If you have information on any of the sites noted 

or would like to contribute to future issues of this 

series of notes, please contact:  

Chris Heathcote, 44 Marsh Way, Chapel en le Frith, High Peak, 

Derbyshire, SK23 9AD (01298 814726)  

or John Barnatt, 351 Worksop Road, Mastin Moor, 

Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S43 3DH 

E-mail observations@pdmhs.com 

http://www.healeyhero.co.uk/
mailto:observations@pdmhs.com
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Meet: Slinter Wood Rummage, 

Via Gellia 
Sunday 11th October Leader: Martin Long 

Meet 10.30 at the bottom of the Clatterway, Bonsall. 

This meet will mostly look at surface workings in this 

area but there are a few places to go underground, 

walking gear plus helmet and gloves will be required. 

Parking in the immediate area is limited but some 

parking is available further up the Clatterway or in the 

car park opposite the Bonsall fountain. Woodside Cafe 

may be open and if so, anyone wishing to park there 

will need to visit the cafe for breakfast! 

For further details of the Slinter Wood area mines see 

Bulletin vol. 6 no. 6, “Mines of the Slingtor Wood 

Area” (accessible from pdmhs.co.uk/mining-history). 

Further meets may be organised later in the year if the 

Covid situation permits, these will be advertised on the 

website. 

UEG Committee 

Nellie Kirkham’s Notes – 

Can you Help? 
Members will recall that after Doug Nash’s death, his 

extensive archives passed to the British Cave Research 

Association (BCRA). PDMHS assisted them with 

dealing with this, and the BCRA transferred the 

majority of the mining-related papers over to us. It 

included the papers of Doug’s friend Nellie Kirkham, 

whose pioneering work on the mines of the Peak 

District is the foundation of all later research. There 

were 31 boxes of her field notes, papers and 

correspondence and although each box had a list of 

contents, these were sketchy and un-numbered, making 

finding information difficult. The late John Beck had 

undertaken the mammoth task of scanning these boxes, 

and we obtained copies of the scans from Mark Noble 

who gave permission for them to be made available on 

our website. 

Work started on properly indexing these scans some 

years ago but as so often happens, those involved got 

side-tracked by other projects. I’m keen to try and get 

this moving again; since this is something that can be 

done from home and at your own pace, it’s an ideal 

means for someone who wants to get involved with the 

Society’s work without needing to be in the Peak 

and/or fitting around other commitments.  

The scans of the boxes can be downloaded from 

pdmhs.co.uk/nellie-kirkham-field-notes/. To date 

boxes 1 – 9 have been indexed or are in progress. 

If you want to help with this, please email me at 

conservation@pdmhs.com and I can provide one of the 

completed indexes as a guide, and suggest which box 

to start on. 

Adam Russell 

Mining History: Digital Maps, 

GPS, Geospatial Data, … 
I would like to make contact with members with an 

interest in learning about, or sharing their knowledge, 

experience, and expertise on topics somehow 

connected with the title. The next steps will depend on 

the responses, but might include, within the constraints 

of Coronavirus infection control, a field meeting, some 

kind of workshop, communicating electronically, 

publishing guidance/information, or a proposal to form 

a Special Interest Group, or ... 

We might look at digital mapping - historical, 

contemporary, and geological - and its use at home for 

arm-chair exploration or "in the field". There are 

applications for interpreting field observations - 

remembered, noted, logged on a GPS device or smart-

phone - as well as consulting the maps and data when 

preparing for trips out. We might also look at the 

considerable amount of available data, ranging from 

locations of sites of archaeological or geological 

interest to LIDAR data (there is a programme under 

way to survey the whole of the OK to a 1m grid). Or 

maybe your interest is in making maps or building a 

mining history geospatial database. 

So... whether you are interested to learn more, or have 

some expertise to share, please contact me. 

arc@hilltop-cottage.info 

Adam Cooper 

Historical Metallurgy Society 
As part of our publication exchange agreement with 

other similar organisations, PDMHS receives literature 

from the Historical Metallurgy Society. Its journal 

Historical Metallurgy is produced annually in two parts 

whilst its newsletter The Crucible is issued three times 

a year. We now have a complete collection of all the 

HMS publications in our library! 

In the Spring 2020 Newsletter the webmaster describes 

their new website which can be found at 

www.historicalmetallurgy.org. New features include 

https://pdmhs.co.uk/MiningHistory/Bulletin%206-6%20-%20Mines%20in%20the%20Slingtor%20Wood%20Area,%20Cromford.pdf
https://pdmhs.co.uk/MiningHistory/Bulletin%206-6%20-%20Mines%20in%20the%20Slingtor%20Wood%20Area,%20Cromford.pdf
http://pdmhs.co.uk/mining-history
https://pdmhs.co.uk/nellie-kirkham-field-notes/
mailto:conservation@pdmhs.com
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links to online databases such as the Tylecote, Blick 

and National Slag collections. 

The site also contains a timeline of events organised by 

the Society and a glossary of terms relating to 

metallurgy. Past issues of The Crucible can be 

downloaded from the site and there is also an online 

shop from which the Society’s publications can be 

purchased. 

John Pigott 

Book Review: 

Miners, Mariners & Masons - The 

Global Network of Victorian 

Freemasonry by Roger Burt 
Published by University of Exeter Press, Reed Hall, Streatham 

Drive, Exeter, EX4 4QR, United Kingdom. Tel: +44 (0) 845 468 

0415 (www.exeterpress.co.uk). 344 pages, Price £75.00 

Hardback - ISBN: 9781905816163, 

EPUB - ISBN: 9781905816187 or 

PDF - ISBN: 9781905816194.  

 

This book is really about the influence of freemasonry 

in the two most important industries in 19th century 

Cornwall. Freemasonry, as well as other similar 

organisations, played a significant role that is perhaps 

largely unrecorded in industrial histories and this work 

provides a detailed review of the role of freemasonry 

within two industries in the SW of England. 

Utilising extensive research in surviving lodge records 

and elsewhere Roger has provided an authoritative 

summary of the importance of freemasonry to these 

industries and to their workers by providing, among 

other things, networking opportunities for recruitment, 

for the companies, and for opening new employment 

opportunities for individuals. This included 

‘introductions’, for example, for miners seeking work 

around the world at times when the Cornish industry 

was depressed and mines closing. Roger has included 

information on such links with parts of the USA, 

Australia and South Africa. 

The book includes appendices containing detailed 

information on the Cornish lodges and their 

memberships. These give an idea of how widespread 

freemasonry was in Cornwall and how important it 

perhaps was both to the local economy and population. 

It is well written but I think that this is more one for the 

connoisseur rather than the casual reader with its focus 

on Freemasonry rather than the industries. I guess that 

its price, for any of the three published formats, will 

deter the latter and that this reflects a relatively small 

print run aimed at academic institutions and major 

libraries. 

Richard Shaw 

Book Review: 

The Barmaster, the story of 

Anthony Tissington by Brenda M. 

Stephenson 
Printed in Poland by Amazon Fulfillment (2020). ISBN 

9798638172220. pp330. 

Many people interested in the Peak District and the 

wider mining history will have come across fragments 

about Anthony Tissington (1703-1776), without 

finding much about him. He is a distant ancestor of the 

author’s husband, and she became intrigued with him, 

and this book is a self-published result. 

He remains enigmatic, despite some clearly 

determined research, and in this book she has 

combined her factual findings with a fictional account 

of his, and his family life in relation to their 

involvement in lead and copper mining in the Peak 

District, his interests at Swanick Colliery, near 

Alfreton, Derbyshire, and his wider concerns as a 

mineral agent acting for consortia of mine owners and 

for large landowners with mineral possessions. He was 

probably the pre-eminent mineral agent of his day 

though here this is somewhat overshadowed by his 

early career as a Barmaster which dominates her 

fictional view of him. He was clearly a highly 

intelligent and shrewd businessman, with a broad 

knowledge of geology and mining, becoming wealthy. 

His friends included Benjamin Franklin the American 
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revolutionary, and members of the powerful group 

referred to as the Lunatics (from their monthly 

meetings when the moonlight eased travel), and he was 

subsequently elected a Fellow of the Royal Society. He 

was also painted by Wright of Derby, an image which 

adorns the cover. 

Mixing fact and fiction in a biography is bound to be 

difficult, especially to one, like this reviewer, who 

prefers the factual, even if the extent is very limited. 

She does, however, weave an interesting story about 

the family – births, marriages and deaths figure large, 

together with management (and eventually marriage to 

one) of the servants and the loyalties and 

disagreements which may well sometimes reflect the 

reality. She does provide a chapter-by-chapter “fact 

list” which is helpful – although it would have been 

much more so had she provided references - and there 

is a useful family tree. 

She brings out Tissington as a humane man, interested 

(because it is more profitable is an underlying theme) 

in bettering the conditions of his miners, though she 

sometimes imputes 21st century attitudes to him, which 

were unlikely. He was closely involved with the Ecton 

Mine before the Duke of Devonshire began to manage 

it directly. His warm initial relationships with 

successive Dukes soured when he abandoned the 

Duke’s interests in favour of a wider consultancy role 

but managed to get his cousin George Tissington 

appointed as the Duke’s Barmaster at Winster. 

Herein lies a major theme she follows, the case of the 

Duke of Devonshire v John Wall and partners, at 

Portaway mine at Winster and later, in Elton, which 

lasted from c1750 to 1766. The case which ended, in 

the Duke’s favour, in the House of Lords, cost each 

party some £10,000 (think about £10 millions in 

modern money). The case involved the Duke’s opinion 

- well founded, from this reviewer’s reading of the 

documents - that the mine was beating down large, 

dutiable, pieces of lead ore into finer particles of duty-

free smitham. Anthony Tissington was married to 

Mary nee Wall, and this probably influenced him and 

led to the defence he promoted that the proposed duty 

on smitham would destroy mining by making it 

impossible for the huge number of small-scale miners 

to continue, thus preventing the discoveries which 

might lead to larger mines. The fact that Portaway was 

a large mine where bing-ore production had 

dominated, before a new process made smitham-

smelting profitable (the coal-fired cupola or 

reverberatory furnace) is not really made clear. Nor is 

George Tissington’s malfeasance brought out; he not 

only ignored the breaking to smitham (Anthony, 

George and the Duke were ironically all partners in the 

mine – so all benefitted too) but he also allowed the 

introduction of a new riddle with wider spacings to 

determine between bing and peasy ore, and the “offal 

ore” - the duty-free smitham and belland grades. He 

was sacked and lucky indeed not to be prosecuted. 

A particular quibble is that despite four blank pages at 

the back, the photographs used are miniscule in size. 

Most thus fail to do their job. Overall this is not a 

fictional account to rival, say, Thomas Armstrong’s 

Adam Brunskill. It does not at all generate that kind of 

excitement and has many misunderstandings of the 

finer points peculiar to Derbyshire lead mining and its 

non-application to copper, and of the times. 

Nevertheless, the writer has presented an intriguing 

account of the family which can help our 

understanding so long as we appreciate what she is 

attempting and the limitations of such an approach.  

A copy of the book is housed in the PDMHS Library. 

Lynn Willies 

For Sale: Bulletins of the Northern 

Mines Research Society 
Surplus to our needs we have an almost complete set 

of the NMRS Bulletins British Mining from Volumes 

24 to 104 (1984 to 2017). Details of the contents of 

these journals may be found in the library section of 

our website. Click on Catalogue of Journals and 

Newsletters in the PDMHS Library and search from 

page 33 down., 

These are for sale at £150 which is less than half price. 

Please contact me if interested. 

John Pigott 

New Members & Renewals 
Please welcome these new members who have recently 

joined the Society:- 

Graham Hewitt, HEDGERLEY 

Paul Smith, KIRK HALLAM 

Maurene & John Perkins, KNUTSFORD 

Sophie Power & Kevin Jones, BELPER 

Laurence Hurt & Diane Porter, BULWELL 

Stephen Franks, BRIGHOUSE 

The new subscription year started on 1st September so 

thank you to members who renewed early as this 

spreads the work. Please remember to notify me and 

Hon. Treasurer if paying by BACS as this is a double 

check that the payment has been processed. 

Keith Gregory, Membership Secretary 
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Electronic Communications 
To complement the newsletter, PDMHS has 

introduced two new ways of sharing information. 

PDMHS Announce will be used for simple and 

infrequent announcements relating to official PDMHS 

activities. These might be newly scheduled meets or 

talks, cancellations, “subscriptions due” notices, or to 

announce the deposit of the latest PDF newsletter on 

the website. It is open to members and non-members 

but only authorised individuals can send messages. 

PDMHS Field Chat is a members-only place where 

sending and replying to messages about mining history 

“in the field” is the aim, without there being any strict 

rules. One person might ask where to see a knocking 

stone, while another might solicit companions for a 

search for bole remains. Maybe someone else is trying 

to make sense of some field evidence, which turns out, 

after some discussion, to be something that should be 

written up for Observations and Discoveries. 

Both of these will use Google Groups, which is a free 

and easy-to-use system which can be used exclusively 

by email. Web pages also give access to the archive of 

messages. 

More information about these two new channels is 

available, and will be updated, on the PDMHS website 

- pdmhs.co.uk - under “News & Events”, and in the 

Members Area. They will be managed by the 

Newsletter Editor. 

Adam Cooper 

Receiving the Newsletter by Email 
Following the passing of Steve Thompson, we have 

lost access to the list of email addresses which was 

used to circulate electronic versions of the newsletter. 

Hence, everyone will receive a paper copy until we 

have rebuilt a list of who wishes to go paper-free. 

Newsletters are available from the members’ area of 

the website at: pdmhs.co.uk/newsletters/. PDMHS 

Announce will be used whenever a new edition is 

added (see above). 

Adam Cooper 

 

Contribute to the Newsletter 
The deadline for the January 2021 newsletter is 

December 1st 2020. 

Articles, photographs, letters, etc should be sent to  

newsletter@pdmhs.com or call 01298 871037 to 

discuss hard copy submissions. The intention is to 

include all contributions with minimal editorial 

intervention. 

Please send all images as separate files. Text may 

simply be email content or word processor documents 

with minimal styling/formatting. 

Contributors should note and agree to the copyright 

and licence terms below, by adding a statement to that 

effect at the end of their contribution and clearly 

indicating if, for example, all rights are reserved in a 

photograph etc. 

Adam Cooper (Editor) 

Published by the Peak District 

Mines Historical Society Ltd. 

Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee 

Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, 
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Museum:  peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk 

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of 

the authors and may not reflect the position of the 

Society. 

Except as explicitly noted, 

the material in this 

publication remains 

copyright of the authors and is licensed under the 

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 

International Licence. For your rights and 

responsibilities, see: 

creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/. Attribution 

should indicate the author and the PDMHS Newsletter 

as the source, and include the website address: 

pdmhs.co.uk 

Exceptions: 

The image of the cover of Miners, Mariners & 

Masons is ©University of Exeter Press. 
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