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Membership Renewal 2020 - 2021 
If there is a cross in the box below then you have not 

renewed your membership for the current year. Please 

renew now. If you feel that your receipt of the cross is 

wrong, please contact the Membership Secretary. 

The current membership rates are: 

Individual: £ 25.00 

Joint: £ 27.00 

Family: £ 29.00 

Institutional: £ 35.00 

Subscriptions should be sent to Keith Gregory. 

By Post: via the Museum, see last page for address. 

By Email: membership@pdmhs.com 

Keith Gregory, Membership Sec. 

Appointment of New Directors 
Normally directors of the Society’s Committee of 

Management are elected at the Annual General 

Meeting, usually held around November. This year, 

because of Covid 19, our attempt to hold one proved to 

be impossible. Accordingly, as a temporary measure, 

the two nominated new directors, Helen Perkins and 

David Woollam, have been appointed until matters can 

be settled in a more normal way when we can hold the 

AGM. Existing directors and co-opted members will 

continue to serve until then except that Shirley 

Burtonshaw has been appointed Deputy Chairman and 

Lynn Willies as Chairman. Welcome David and Helen, 

and congratulations Shirley. 

I want to thank existing members of the Committee, 

whether Directors or co-opted, for their service over 

this last year, which has been a very difficult one. 

Partly this has been because of the death of Steve 

Thompson, who had been a highly efficient Secretary 

and Newsletter Editor, whose roles Andy Gillings, 

Adam Russell, and Adam Cooper have now 

successfully filled. Also, because of Covid 19, the wide 

range of business of the Committee has needed to be 

carried out by methods which some of us took time to 

become accustomed to. 

I should also remind you that our temporary Secretary, 

Andy Gillings does still wish to resign that post so, 

please, if you have an interest in this vital and 

interesting job, contact either Andy or me. 

Lynn Willies 

PDMHS Awards 2020 
The Harold Sarjeant Conservation Award was 

given to the South West Peak Landscape Partnership 

Scheme for the survey, preliminary excavation, and 

stabilisation of the tanks at Dale Mine near Warslow. 

The work was undertaken by supervised volunteers 

with support from the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 

Catherine Parker Heath is the Cultural Heritage Officer 

for the scheme, the conservation work was led by Mark 

Womersley, John Barnatt as excavation director, and 

numerous volunteers did the excavations and lime 

mortar re-pointing. A report on the excavations will 

feature in a future issue of Mining History. 

The Peak Mines Award (Ford Award) was given to 

Chris Heathcote for A History and Gazetteer of the 

Lead Mines around the Village of Eyam (1587 – 1988), 

published in Mining History 20:6, Spring 2020. This 

paper covered the mines around and under the village 

of Eyam. This is an area that was an important lead 

mining area and subsequently a large producer of 

fluorspar. Chris provided his usual detailed assessment 

of the known workings and their locations based on 

extensive archival research and field work. 

Richard Shaw  

mailto:membership@pdmhs.com
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It is with great sadness 

that we must report 

the death of PDMHS 

founder member Jim 

Rieuwerts. 

Jim first became 

interested in the mines 

of the Peak District in 

the early 1950s. At the 

time he was an active 

member of the 

Sheffield and the 

Orpheus Caving 

Clubs, while his 

employment as a 

technician in the 

Geology Department 

at Sheffield 

University led to 

friendship with 

Trevor Ford, Bill 

Sarjeant and Mike 

Smith. Along with the 

latter two, concerns 

about the ongoing 

destruction of mining 

remains led them to 

organise a public meeting on 2nd April 1959 in the 

Geology Department which resulted in the formation 

of the Peak District Mines Historical Society. It was 

probably one of the first Mining History Societies in 

the UK and was at the forefront of promoting a serious 

interest in the relatively new field of industrial 

archaeology. The Department was very supportive of 

the new Society providing meeting, lecture, and 

administrative facilities. 

Jim took over as Chairman after Bill Sarjeant stepped 

down, and he later became the Society’s Conservation 

Officer. Family and work commitments meant he took 

a less active role in the running of the Society in the 

mid 1960's but continued his research work unabated, 

regularly publishing his work in the Bulletin and giving 

very informative talks of his work at various venues. 

Jim’s research gave him an extensive knowledge of the 

ancient and arcane mining laws of the Peak, and it was 

a source of great pride to him when he was invited to 

become a Barmote Court Juryman in 1966. He 

continued to serve on the Jury, and latterly became Jury 

Foreman, receiving an award from the Duchy of 

Lancaster in 2016 for his half-century of service. 

He was a driving force 

alongside Trevor Ford 

in the production of 

"Lead Mining in the 

Peak District" (The 

Red Book), intended 

as a guide for the 

general public to the 

history and 

archaeology of the 

orefield. This was a 

highly successful 

publication, going 

through four editions 

and long overdue for a 

fifth revision. More 

recently, he distilled 

his years of research 

into the magisterial 

four-volume set “Lead 

Mining in Derbyshire” 

as well as publications 

on more specific 

mining topics. 

Jim gave generously 

of his time and advice 

to others in their 

researches and was always keen to impress on people 

that there was still far more to be discovered. 

There follows a selection of personal tributes. 

Mike Luff and Adam Russell 

When I joined the Society about 1964, Jim was already 

established as a leading researcher and writer for the 

Bulletin. He was already investigating soughs and his 

exploration of Wragg Sough at Matlock Bath 

particularly interested me. For a few years I met him 

on field visits and read his articles, ironically not really 

getting to know him until his laboratory assistant 

enrolled on my evening geology course. Subsequently 

I was a regular caller at his workplace, McGregors of 

Chesterfield, then an important local construction 

company. With Roger Flindall, we began to exchange 

data between ourselves, often amicably debating 

interpretations of both field work and archive research.  

Soon Jim and I had both been recruited by Trevor Ford 

as part-time PhD students, completing soon after 1980: 

Jim was one of the first successful PhD students to not 

already have a degree. Naturally, his thesis was on 

Soughs and he published his first sough list based on 

Jim Rieuwerts 1935-2020 

 

Jim on the Jury benches at the Wirksworth Barmote Court 

(courtesy of Phil Wolstenholme) 
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this. Both of us subsequently went on to also do 

commercial work, Jim’s in Derbyshire, mine in other 

areas. 

Tarmac asked us both to independently write reports 

on Vermuyden’s Sough, Jim’s mainly to be based on 

research, mine on field relationships and we were not 

to communicate. The firm’s staff were mesmerised as 

we argued about the altitude of the sough and its outfall 

(crucial to the company) who needed to know what 

would happen if they cut through into it at Dene 

Quarry. “What difference do your arguments make”, 

they asked. We replied it was about a metre, depending 

on which side of Dark Lane we placed the shaft on 

which the data was based- otherwise, we were in total 

agreement. 

No doubt others will comment on his over-50 years 

serving on the Barmoot Court, becoming Foreman 

after Jack Beck’s death. Outside his family, it was 

undoubtedly the greatest and most desirable honour he 

could be gifted and he spent much time both on his 

duties and in arranging court matters. Covid 19 caused 

him great regret because the Court did not meet and, 

even more regrettably, he will not see another. 

Jim was a giant amongst Peak mining researchers: with 

incredibly detailed, accurate knowledge across the 

whole mining field and his writings a pleasure to read. 

Very few nowadays concentrate so intensively on a 

single subject for so many years, we probably will not 

see his like again. Thank you, Jim, “my good friend” 

as he would say - I will miss our chinwags. 

Lynn Willies 

I have many memories of Jim visiting our house, going 

out into the field with my Dad (Trevor Ford) and the 

endless study, research and discussions that went into 

the compiling, editing and production of various papers 

and books. My father respected and liked Jim 

enormously, his knowledge was wide and his 

intelligence immense; anyone who could and would 

spend hours poring over old mining maps and plans 

and delving into the mining past was someone Dad 

would cherish spending time with, and working 

alongside. My own memories are of a kind, quietly 

spoken man, who was always friendly and smiling. The 

legacy of study and research and publications that Jim 

leaves behind is and will be of huge benefit to others 

past present and future. 

Jan Baxter 

Jim was the life blood of Derbyshire mining history, a 

huge and enduring element of the Court and a great 

friend to me. Right through from my youth to last 

November, he unceasingly supported me in my 

endeavours at the Barmote Courts. He was kind 

enough to attend the funerals of both my Father and 

Mother and was always ready to advise me when I 

needed help. So, I feel he fully earned and deserved his 

unquestioned place at my left hand at the Barmote 

luncheons. I always posted him out his Court 

summons, as he expected, and he never ever replied, as 

I expected. That was our agreement. I just knew he 

would be there. I always feared that the first I would 

learn of his passing, would be one day at a Court when 

he failed to answer to his name for the first time.  This 

is indeed a very sad day.  

David John Mort, 

Deputy Barmaster & Bailiff of the Barmote Court 

In 1968 I joined the PDMHS and was first acquainted 

with Jim at a Society event that same year, in Sheffield, 

Jim’s home town. 

Jim was at that time employed in my home town of 

Chesterfield.  The Sheffield/Chesterfield venues, 

extending into the ‘field’ of the Peak were strongly 

established in those early years, for Jim’s fascinating 

lectures and venturings underground. They were well 

received and enjoyed by a band of young chaps and a 

few lasses (Jim it was who introduced me to my future 

wife, Sue) with a taste for the novel and a bit of 

adventuring. They were never disappointed. A mutual 

enthusiasm for the continuing exploration of old lead 

mines in Derbyshire and the North Pennines, cemented 

those relationships and Jim was ever the stalwart at the 

helm …. 

That passion has never waned and lots of allied 

assignations and projects have followed. Over time, the 

‘Monday night group’ as it came to be known, 

habituated their overground walks and underground 

explorations in the Peak. Significantly, their winter 

work at the Mining Museum, led by Robin Hall over 

the years, created and maintained interpretative 

displays for the erudition of the public. 

In those later years, Jim’s appetite for research into 

mining history, practice and politics seemed 

unbounded. He worked tirelessly at the National 

Archives, Kew, to supplement and to add so much to 

locally sourced material. He also came regularly to 

Chatsworth to study estate archives where, with the aid 

of Roger Flindall’s excellent indexing and long years 

of digging and delving, his experienced eye could 

detect a detail, relevant and revelatory, adding to his 

repertoire.  

Jim sought and shared information in equal measure. 

He was generous in collaboration, and though he could 
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so easily not have been, was always diligent in 

acknowledging a source. 

Stuart Band 

I first encountered Jim about fifty years ago when I had 

begun surveying mines. He encouraged me to study 

their history and a few years later arranged for me to 

calendar the Barmaster’s Collection at Chatsworth.  

Jim possessed a particular facility in tracking down 

obscure sources and obtaining access to those in 

private hands. His researches in the Public Record 

Office were remarkably thorough and rewarding, he 

generously passing on all the data relevant to my 

interests. In recent times, Jim never quite managed to 

adapt to using the Internet for study so I tried to repay 

my indebtedness to him by handling that angle myself. 

The last of Jim’s regular phone calls was in October 

when I explained that I had carried forward his research 

about the unusual small pick marks in the Masson area 

that he called “woodpecker work”. Their true 

explanation now being apparent, I teased him that he 

would have to confess publicly that he had been wrong 

and that woodpeckers had not created the marks. Jim 

was in great high spirits and he promised to phone me 

again soon but alas, it was not to be. 

For Derbyshire mining history, Jim’s knowledge, 

research, and memory were without comparison and 

his loss is irreplaceable. 

Roger Flindall 

I first met Jim about 25 years ago on one of his 

PDMHS walks to visit lead mine sites. It was held on 

a rainy windswept day and Jim led the walk over Eldon 

Hill and environs. He had forgotten his gloves so had 

to utilise a pair of spare socks as a glove substitute. We 

hit it off immediately and shared the same enthusiasm 

for the subject and became great friends in the 

intervening years. 

Jim was a great help with all things mining and 

geological, and subtly encouraged me to start doing 

research and writing about Derbyshire mines. On my 

many visits to his house, he would mention that 

nothing general had been written about a certain 

area/liberty. This would 'sow the seed' and off I would 

go on a mission to attempt to correct this. Jim was 

always happy to partake in lengthy discussions about a 

certain area and willingly gave access to his own 

extensive research at many times. 

I along with others had many walks with Jim and he 

had the ability to remember what vein or mine we were 

looking at and could often quote dates of work and also 

the names of the men who worked there. I never had 

the chance to go underground with him but would 

eagerly listen to the stories that he would recall about 

his much earlier underground explorations. He bitterly 

regretted that no proper records had been done at the 

time, but hindsight is a great thing. 

Jim was one of life's true gentlemen and I will miss our 

chats and his friendship. 

Chris Heathcote 

I first met Jim in 2010; some friends and I were 

attempting to re-open a blocked mine and we didn’t 

have much information about it so someone suggested 

contacting him. I'd already read most of his books, so I 

rang him and introduced myself and what we were 

doing; he immediately suggested a meeting at his 

house. That day was the beginning of friendship of 

immense value to me, and a period of great 

productivity for both of us.  

I found his enthusiasm addictive, and my explorations 

became a regular trigger for long conversations to 

correlate what I'd seen and photographed underground 

with historical records.  Jim would seemingly have 

everything I ever needed, either in his head (his recall 

for detail was astonishing) or in his office somewhere. 

As a photographer it was important to me to capture 

both the features and the essence of a site, and Jim’s 

feedback helped me improve my techniques. He had 

been commissioned by Stanton Hall to write a book on 

the mining interests of the Thornhill family, and he 

suggested I provide underground photos to 

complement his text. Jim was keen for the work to have 

wide appeal, so with Peter Miles doing the design 

work, we aimed to make the book visually interesting 

and attractive to more than just mining historians. 

We had so enjoyed doing this that we started thinking 

about the next project and our shared interest in the 

Castleton area made for an obvious choice. Working 

again with Peter Miles, we aimed to produce a 

colourful and accessible guide to the Castleton mines, 

with many underground photos. It enthused Jim that 

his knowledge was being made accessible to a wider 

audience, and the speed with which the book sold out 

was testament to its success. 

The TSG project to re-open the Longcliffe Mine 

triggered another need for information, and Jim was 

able to link the unrelated scraps of known records with 

the finds underground – it ‘joined the dots’ on some 

theories to make them facts at last. 
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Jim became a trusted confidant who I could talk to 

about any aspect of life with, and considering its 

tenuous beginnings, our friendship became solid and 

very supportive.  He was a very kind, generous and 

extremely intelligent gentleman I’m proud to have 

called a friend, and I’m going to miss him immensely. 

Phil Wolstenholme 

I first met Jim in 1989 when, as PDMHS Conservation 

Officer, he was producing reports on the history and 

remains of Derbyshire lead mines for the Archaeology 

team at the Peak District National Park office. Within 

weeks of me joining the team I was introduced to Jim; 

from the start he encouraged my interests in historic 

mining and we started going underground together.  

This radically changed my life and Jim is responsible 

for fostering my deep passion for understanding 

historic mines. 

My interest in Peak District mines had started as a 

teenager but got side-tracked by my developing career 

as I pursued my interests in fine art and British 

prehistory. However, Jim opened my eyes to the 

variety of mines of different dates and characters. 

While Jim always saw himself as a mine historian, he 

had a keen eye and was a good field archaeologist. He 

kindly passed on his voluminous knowledge on how to 

recognise the date of a mine from toolmarks, 

firesetting, etc., as well as from written records. I will 

always be deeply grateful for this. Unfortunately, our 

underground adventures came to an end when Jim’s 

back gave out and we had to drive him home with him 

lying on the back seat of his car! 

Jim also invited me to join the PDMHS conservation 

team at How Grove, where specialist archaeological 

expertise was needed to uncover and record the 

remains. This led afterwards to Chris Heathcote and I 

going on to do excavations with the PDMHS team at 

High Rake, Silence Mine and Watergrove Mine; only 

stopping in 2013 when the team was getting too old for 

hard physical labour. 

Jim did sterling work as the PDMHS Conservation 

Officer over many years, not least providing 

information to English Heritage that led to a significant 

number of mine sites being made Scheduled 

Monuments. He also shared his voluminous local 

knowledge for the 2004 publication "The Lead 

Legacy" which included a long list of mine sites of 

regional importance to complement those already 

recognised as nationally important. 

Jim was a key researcher into the historic mines in the 

Derbyshire orefield. As well as being a great scholar, 

and advocate for the interpretation and conservation of 

Derbyshire historic mines, he was also a warm, kind, 

person who was always keen to help his fellow 

enthusiasts, and he will be sorely missed. I am 

honoured to have been his friend. 

John Barnatt 

Coke Turner & Co had been associated with Jim for 

many years due to Bill Erskine and then me being the 

Barmasters to the Duchies of Lancaster, Devonshire 

and Rutland. Whenever a question arose Jim had the 

answer! 

His loyalty to the Barmote Court was total; he was a 

Juror on the Wirksworth Court for 54 years, the 

majority as Foreman of The Grand Jury, and was 

presented with a gilded pipe to mark the occasion of 

his 50th  appearance in 2016; he also attended the 

Chatsworth Court as a Juror for over forty years. His 

knowledge was encyclopaedic and all encompassing; 

his enthusiasm was infectious. Recently he was 

responsible for preparing the definitive map showing 

the boundaries of all the Derbyshire Lead Liberties. 

His legacy will be underpinned by his seminal works 

on Derbyshire Lead Mining, and those written in 

collaboration with others, notably Dr Trevor Ford. 

They stand testament to his lifelong interest in, and 

commitment to, Derbyshire Lead mining and the 

orefield. 

He will be greatly missed by the Court and all its 

members. 

Eddie Tennant, Barmaster 

I began working for Eddie Tennant in September 2013 

and met Jim during my first week. We became friends 

over the next seven years and Jim was a frequent visitor 

to the office both for research purposes or just to 

entertain us with his many jokes. His knowledge of 

mining history, particularly in Derbyshire was 

remarkable and he was always available if we had any 

queries. He very much enjoyed his association with the 

Barmote Court and was proud of his long, 

uninterrupted service; during our last conversation he 

was particularly sad that it could not meet this year. 

Many of you will have known Jim for a very long time 

and my few years seem short in comparison but I am 

thankful to have met him, it was a joy and privilege. 

Jim was a true gentleman, and I will miss him greatly. 

Julie Watson (Office Manager/PA to Eddie Tennant) 
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Auction of a Thomas Woodruff 

Table 
On the 20th October 2020, the authors were alerted to 

an auction at Freeman’s Auction House in Philadelphia 

on the 21st October. 

Lot 101 was an inlaid 

Ashford Black 

Marble table made by 

Thomas Woodruff. 

Unfortunately, for 

both authors, time 

was not on their side 

and even if a 

purchase could be 

secured, the cost of 

transport was 

unquantifiable in 

such a short period of 

notice. With costs, 

the lot sold for about 

£7,500. 

What attracted them 

was that the table is 

comparable to one on 

display in the Buxton 

Museum and Art 

Gallery with inlays of 

clusters of grapes of varying colour (see Fig 1) and a 

man holding a large bunch of grapes. Even more 

appealing was that the underside was etched with the 

name Thomas Woodruff, Buxton (see Fig 2). Although 

the condition suggested that the table had endured a 

hard life with many scratches, it would be worthy of 

restoration and merit place in a museum collection. 

Principal of the tables in the Buxton Museum and Art 

Gallery is the Grapes table (Fig 3, next page), a gift 

from Lady Stevenson of Hassop Hall in 1984, which 

had been on loan for many years previously. Visitors 

know its top, almost a metre diameter with a sinuous 

design of four stems of leaves and glistening grapes. 

The leaves are carefully made maximising the natural 

colours of the stone to accentuate their folds and 

crinkles, capturing the natural light. The thin tendrils 

curl and twist. From the topmost vine, two bunches of 

amber coloured grapes hang above branches holding 

five bunches of fruit made of Blue John and one bunch 

of bright green marble. It is, unusually in Ashford 

Black Marble, an 

asymmetric and 

naturalistic design. 

The top is finished 

with a reverse ogee 

edge. The table has 

a tripod stand 

making an inverted 

V shape and made 

of Black Marble, 

but the iron pegs 

now make the 

whole structure 

somewhat unsteady 

so the stand is kept 

in the store while 

the table top is now 

displayed vertically 

in the Wonders of 

the Peak gallery. 

Underneath the 

stand is a printed 

label ‘T Woodruff, 

inlayer to the 

Queen, Devonshire Colonnade, Buxton,’ helping to 

date the table to around or after 1876, at the height of 

his career. 

The design of the grapes on the Philadelphia table is 

similar, but in perhaps a less generous style. One 

assumes that it was made at about the same time, but 

which is older? The amber coloured bunches are a bit 

smaller, and one bunch of Blue John fruit has been 

replaced with leaves. This adjustment accommodates 

the image of the head and torso of a man holding a 

bunch of grapes, rising from a wave made of shell or 

cream coloured marble and lapis lazuli. The top edge 

of the table is the usual curve, and it stands on a 

traditional single pedestal and tripod foot, made in 

black marble. Underneath the top, in capital letters, is 

carved T. Woodruff / Buxton. 

In a competitive trade, we might expect more of the 

work to bear signatures, but it is unusual. Buxton 

Museum has a few other tables and several smaller 

pieces which are marked, but with some of these we 

cannot be sure that this is not a retailers’ mark, not the 

maker’s. We know that Woodruff was buying in pieces 

from a cottage industry employing many people, so if 

a piece is marked as clearly as this table in 

Fig 1 - Thomas Woodruff Black Marble table, recently up for auction 

(Image courtesy Freeman's Auction House) 

Fig 2 - T.Woodruff Buxton etched beneath table top 

(Image courtesy Freeman's Auction House) 
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Philadelphia, or the William Ardern table at the 

museum, then we can be sure who made it. Most of the 

rest of the production could be down to many 

skilled but unnamed makers, working to a 

preferred makers patterns and style. 

The inlaid Ashford Black Marble trade was a 

major industry in Buxton, Bakewell, and 

Derby in the 19th century. Smart ‘museums’ 

through the county as well in London and 

Cheltenham offered a range of decorative 

bijouterie, jewellery, ornaments, vases and 

tables for sale. More work needs to be done 

about how much people paid to buy the goods, 

but a small paperweight made by Woodruff is 

marked as costing 6/-, and three tiny slips for 

jewellery are priced at 10/-. So, if the small 

items were not cheap, then we can expect the 

tables to be pricey, a souvenir for a discerning 

traveller. You could buy the table top 

separately and have your own joiner make a 

stand, but if you were splashing the cash, then 

you bought a compete table. Ashford Black 

Marble though, was not particularly practical 

for everyday furnishings: it is heavy, the 

surface scratches easily, and edges and 

decoration chips, and getting it wet means 

permanent damage as the high black polish 

fades to grey. 

But what is the portrait on this table in Philadelphia 

about? Buxton Museum has one other portrait on a 

black marble socle (DERSB: 2011.15), a silhouette of 

(possibly) Canon Thomas Paget. But here on the 

Philadelphia table we have a full colour, detailed 

portrait. A brown skinned face with a piercing eye and 

prominent beard wears a bandeau of cream coloured 

marble or shell holding back his hair, an image of a 

Greek hero, perhaps. His bright orange coat made of 

petal shapes with 10 buttons looks a bit old fashioned 

for 1876 – in style it is more 1800 – but it projects a 

man of confidence, who is holding a bunch of Blue 

John grapes. 

Was this table a commission for a vintner or smart inn, 

managed by an immigrant from the Middle East? Is this 

a portrait from life, or a generic image for the name of 

the business? Similar images are registered at the 

National Archives, Kew (Copyright Office) for 

businesses such as The Bunch of Grapes, including 

intriguingly one for the Duke of Bedford for his Covent 

Garden Estate (who wears a similar beard?). If this 

table were to stand in a public room, it would certainly 

have made a positive statement of business confidence 

to the clientele. Such a personalised commission would 

have been an investment, although clearly it would 

suffer from knocks and scrapes over time. 

Biography of Thomas Woodruff 
Thomas Woodruff, a native of Derbyshire, was one of 

five children born to William and Anne Woodruff. His 

baptismal certificate indicates he was baptised on the 

1st Jan 1818 at St. Werbergh’s Church, Derby. The 

address of his parents is given as Summerhill, Derby, 

and his father’s occupation as painter. 

When he was 22, he married Elizabeth Greaves on the 

17th October 1840 at the Parish Church of Bakewell. 

The marriage certificate states his occupation as 

marble mason currently living in Ashford, whilst his 

bride resided in Bakewell. As a point of interest, it is 

suggested that her family ran a tea shop in Bakewell 

and that she invented the Bakewell Pudding. 

They appear in the 1841 census living in Bakewell with 

their first child, Charles, aged 6 months. Thomas’ 

occupation is given as marble inlayer. The 1851 census 

see the family living in Matlock Street, Bakewell. He 

is head of the family, a marble inlayer and employing 

2 men. His family is growing, Charles (10), Ann (8), 

Thomas (6) and Mary (4) and employs a household 

servant, Ann Housley. 

By the 1861 census the family have moved to The 

Quadrant, Buxton, where Thomas is still described as 

an inlayer of marble. The family are now part of the 

Fig 3 - Woodruff's "Grape Table" on display in Buxton Museum 

 Ref DERSB: 1979, 2025 

(Image courtesy of Derbyshire County Council, Buxton Museum and Art Gallery) 
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business, the sons are marble inlayers and the 

daughters employed in the retail shop. The 1871 census 

see the family living in Broad Walk/Bath House, again 

with the family being employed within the business. 

They have moved again by the 1881 census and are 

living in Hardwick Square, Buxton (possibly Lowther 

House) and have one servant. These are all good 

addresses, so it appears that the business is thriving. 

They remain at the same address from details in both 

the 1891 and 1901 censuses. By 1901, the census 

describes Thomas Woodruff as widower, aged 82, his 

wife having died on the 14th August 1899 at Buxton. 

Thomas died on the 17th February 1903. 

The Probate Register of 1903 gives the following 

details: “Woodruff, Thomas of Lowther-house, Buxton 

died 17/Feb/1903. Probate, London 11th August to 

Annie Woodruff and Mary Woodruff, spinsters and 

William Robert Woodruff, marble inlayer. Effects 

£269.11s” 

Thomas Woodruff’s business activities 
In his book Derbyshire Black Marble, J.M.Tomlinson 

describes Thomas Woodruff as “the inlayer who 

brought the art to the highest perfection.” His work was 

of such exceptional standard that it was brought to the 

notice of the HRH Prince Albert, the Prince Consort, 

who commissioned Woodruff to manufacture and inlay 

2 console tables, to the designs of Ludwig Gruner. 

These were exhibited at the Great Exhibition of 1851 

and are now in Osborne House. 

Whites 1857 Directory records that Thomas Woodruff 

had moved to Buxton by that year, established in his 

own business at The Royal Museum, 4 Quadrant 

House. Combined with the census of 1861, this 

suggests the family were living over the shop. The 

1864 Directory shows him running a second business, 

the Spar Museum at the Hot Bath Colonnade, just over 

the road. By 1871 his business activities include 

premises at number 7 Devonshire Colonnade, possibly 

a renaming of the Hot Bath Colonnade address. Neither 

was a museum in their modern form – these businesses 

were retail premises. 

During the 1870s Thomas, while clearly still doing 

inlaying, appears to be transferring the reins of the 

business to his sons, William and Charles, themselves 

both marble inlayers, while the retail activities were 

transferred to his daughters. 

Thomas Woodruff died in 1903. His obituary records 

that “he worked from Nature direct… imitating nature 

so closely that at a short distance you could apparently 

lift them from the black marble table in which they had 

been enshrined” 

However, while we can try and identify his work 

through this excellence in observation of nature and by 

comparison with other pieces, Woodruff along with his 

fellow baublers, as they called themselves, rarely 

signed his work and left little paperwork. Which is 

another reason why this table sold in Philadelphia is so 

intriguing: why write your name so clearly on the 

underside when it is not usual practice? It would be 

interesting to speculate how and when this table 

reached America and subsequently became part of an 

estate in Philadelphia. It is known that examples of 

Black Marble (including tables) were exhibited in the 

New York Exhibition of 1853 by other makers such as 

John Tomlinson and John Vallance. However, Thomas 

Woodruff’s work is not mentioned in any of the 

exhibition catalogues. 

The moral of the story 
Museum quality items are still coming to the market. It 

is not necessary to purchase them to obtain their story, 

provided people interested in their stories know about 

them. This example of a specimen table adds to our 

knowledge of the productions of Thomas Woodruff 

and hints at a bespoke commission trade. 

Unfortunately, in this instance time was not on our side 

to purchase an item of this merit. Setting up alerts on 

the various auction platforms generates the necessary 

time to prepare! 

But even so, the world-wide auction trade provides a 

challenge to museums with limited resources and 

reliant on public grant to purchase items. On this 

occasion, eagle eyes and good networking ensured we 

could capture the tale. But if you can help to fill in the 

gaps, do contact the authors, please. 

Written by John Cooke and Ros Westwood. 

Ros Westwood MBE FMA MA is the Derbyshire 

Museums Manager at Buxton Museum and Art 

Gallery. Here, she curates the museum’s large 

collection of Ashford Black marble ornaments amongst 

a large collection of geology and archaeology related 

to the Peak District Landscape. 

Ros Westwood and John Cooke 
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Mineralogical Consequences of 

Lockdown - A brief study of 

ionising radiation and the mineral 

collector (Part 3) 
For those following this saga featured in Newsletters 

175 and 176 you will be relieved to know this is the 

final contribution on this subject.  The reader might 

recall that a “hotter” than normal pitchblende was 

banished to the shed within a lead coffin and then a 

further glass box then into a non-ventilated museum 

display cabinet (it came from a museum of knitting in 

Nottingham-purchased many years ago from a 

prominent auction website). 

It was suggested by a relative, who just happened to 

have a radon detector, that it might be useful to know 

if the pitchblende was emitting the radioactive gas and 

if so at what concentration. 

The actual device used was a Safety Siren Pro Series 3 

Radon Gas Detector.  This detector is primarily for the 

American market and so the results are expressed in 

their preferred units, picocuries/Litre (pCi/L).  The 

instrument has an accuracy level of +/- 20 %.  Using 

the American standard set by their Environmental 

Protection Agency it is shown that domestic average 

readings are approximately 1.3 pCi/L but levels above 

4 pCi/L would indicate the need for intervention.  

British authorities measure radon in Becquerels per 

metre cubed (Bq/m³), a normal domestic level being 20 

Bq/m³, and for levels at or above 200 Bq/m³, there is a 

recommendation that intervention should be required. 

So, to compare the British standard to the American 

standard, the conversion factor for the British standard 

would be: 

200 Bq/m³ = 5.4 pCi/L  (i.e. 1 Bq/m³ = 27 pCi) 

The detector was placed at 10 cm from the specimen 

which was already entombed in lead (roof flashing). It 

is advised to leave the instrument for up to 2 weeks for 

a more accurate representation and stabilisation of the 

instrument which is constantly taking an average value.  

After this period, the instrument was removed and 

placed under the cabinet on the floor of the shed which 

is subject to far more ventilation.  Again, readings were 

taken for 2 weeks.  Subsequently, as a control, the 

instrument was placed on the floor in the house away 

from the mineral collection to determine a base level. 

The results are as follows: 

Location Readings in 

picocuries/Litre 

Within cabinet in shed 

(non-ventilated) 

4.7 

Shed floor 1.8 

House control 1.5 

 

This experiment is not intended to be a university 

standard investigation but a general indication of the 

radioactive processes within nature.  From the readings 

it can be demonstrated that radon is accumulating in an 

unvented environment. This is an example that radon 

is not just a bother when building houses in prone areas 

of the country where ventilation is mandatory, but it 

can be a domestic issue for the mineral collecting 

fraternity.  This study is a reminder, if one were 

needed, that ventilation is as important as minimising 

the exposure to ionising radiations. 

The experiment could have been extended over a much 

longer period of time to determine if higher 

concentrations of radon might be encountered in an 

unventilated cabinet but this course of action was 

regarded as introducing a level of danger which might 

prove unacceptable. 

So, what happened to the pitchblende?  It has been 

moved to a protected but draughty area within the shed 

awaiting discussions on its fate and final resting place. 

A worrying statistic from America is that next to 

smoking, radon poses the biggest risk of induced lung 

cancer deaths (calculated as 21,000 radon-related lung 

cancers a year). Now, that is cause for concern! 

John Cooke 

Observations and Discoveries 75 
Fieldwork and Interpretation at Mines in the Peak 

District and Surrounding Areas 

The observant amongst the readership will notice this 

series of notes regularly presented in the PDMHS 

newsletter, currently at number 75, has now had a 

slight change of name.  At a time when many of us are 

not out and about, it was decided to widen the 

geographical scope somewhat, to allow for known 

ongoing fieldwork and research, being undertaken by 

several people, that is peripheral to the Peak District. 

As always, Observations and Discoveries is designed 

to publish brief information that is of potential value 

for those interested in historic mining.  This can be 

either on new field discoveries or observations, or 

snippets of data found during archive research.  The 
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aim is that all members of the Society (and others) can 

write pieces that pass on sundry information in a quick 

and easy way. This can be on a topic that does not 

warrant publication in Mining History, or presented 

here when authors are not confident enough to write an 

academic-type paper for the journal, or where such 

publication is going to be a long time coming to 

fruition.  

Amongst the contributions in No. 75 there are three 

notes from the Observations and Discoveries editor 

(JB) on his current research.  As a response to the 

Covid 19 lockdown and ongoing problems with 

staying safe, after having moved house two years ago, 

it was decided learning about the coal and ironstone 

mining around the new home in north-eastern 

Derbyshire was overdue.  The area chosen for study, 

following parish boundaries, was a rough circle of c. 

5km radius around the house, allowing quiet walks to 

look at what may survive.  To date, internet research 

has identified something like 400 mines active here 

from the medieval period to the 20th century, although 

only a few places still have surviving remains.  This 

project has become vast and may well take years to 

complete.  Hence, snippets will henceforward appear 

in the Newsletter, published as and when more 

interesting contributions from other members are not 

forthcoming.  If you do not want to hear about coal 

mining get writing about your own interests. 

Fan Shaft, Old Hollingwood Colliery, 

Staveley, Derbyshire, SK 4135 7475 

In the heart of the industrial 

wilderness that was once the 

western half of the extensive 

Staveley Iron Works, one 

standing structure above a 

shaft survives encased by 

metal Coal Authority 

security fencing.  Around 

this are acres of levelled 

buildings, with the floors of 

these and tarmac roads 

remaining, together with 

parking and stock pile areas.  

As an aside these are a 

wonderful haven for wild 

flowers and the whole area 

is a spectacular riot of colour 

in the summer (with 

buddleia bushes making 

photographing the structure 

a problem). 

This shaft was sunk in 1869 down to the Deep Soft 

seam with the Pinder Park Ironstone above.  It was 

created for ventilation and a large Guibal Fan of 30 foot 

diameter was placed at surface next to the shaft to 

replace a large underground ventilation furnace at 

another shaft not far away (Chapman 1985).  This fan 

was driven by a horizontal high-pressure steam engine 

of 25 inch cylinder diameter with a 24 inch stroke.  The 

shaft was placed next to the buildings of the New Iron 

Works established in the early 1840s to their west side.  

These were located south-west of the original works, 

built to the south of the River Rother and adjacent to 

the Chesterfield Canal; this surrounded them on three 

sides until the canal course was changed in the 1890s.  

The shaft and fan were used by Hollingwood Colliery, 

which provided coal and ironstone for the works, the 

main two shafts of which lay amongst the ironworks 

buildings to the east.  This mine was known as Old 

Hollingwood after New Hollingwood Colliery was 

created in 1855 about a mile to the east, with the latter 

renamed Hartington Colliery in the later 1870s when a 

new shaft was sunk here. 

The remaining structure is built over a mine shaft and 

comprises a brick-built circular ‘tower’, with flat roof, 

which stands about 3m high and 4m across.  To the 

west side there is a large, semi-circular topped opening 

that has been bricked off; the fan lay to this side.  All 

is tightly surrounded by modern metal fencing with 

spike-topped uprights.

The 1869 Old Hollingwood Colliery fan shaft structure 
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The fan at Old 

Hollingwood Colliery 

was scrapped in 1879 

when another larger one 

was placed at Hartington 

Colliery that ventilated 

both mines as these were 

interconnected 

underground.  Old 

Hollingwood Colliery 

closed in the late 19th 

century, with the last 

coal shown on a 

surviving colliery plan 

brought up in 1873 but 

with extraction here 

perhaps continuing into 

the 1890s.  The colliery 

buildings were 

subsumed and largely 

replaced as the iron 

works expanded.  Parts 

of the works around the 

shaft continued to stand 

into the early 21st 

century.  The shaft 

structure can be 

identified on Google 

Earth images of 1999 and 2007 as lying between large 

iron works buildings, next to a works roadway.  Why 

it was never removed is not known (to JB). 

Plans exist for the development of the large area west 

of the surviving early 20th century Staveley Coal and 

Iron Company offices against the road from Staveley 

to Barrow Hill.  Here new houses, community and 

leisure facilities are proposed; it is not known whether 

the fan shaft structure at the heart of this area will be 

retained or demolished.  Please could readers bring the 

existence of this important structure to the attention of 

Derbyshire County Council and North-East Derbyshire 

District Council and lobby for its retention and 

interpretation. 

Reported: John Barnatt 

Reference: 

Chapman, N. (1985) Notes on 19th century coal mining at 

Staveley, Derbyshire. British Mining 28, pp. 37-42. 

Wheels Rake, 

Harthill, Derbyshire 

SK 2309 6464 

Following a contact from 

Derbyshire County Council in May 

2020 about a possible mine-related 

collapse adjacent to the B5056 at 

Harthill, permission was obtained 

by John Gunn from the Haddon 

Hall Estate to investigate. 

The hole had opened-up adjacent to 

the road boundary wall on the line 

of Wheels Rake and was roughly 

2m across and 4m deep. The line of 

the vein was visible on the north-

western side as rubble infill 

between limestone cheeks. The 

other sides of the collapse hole 

were in a mix of silt and angular 

clasts of limestone and mudstone. 

The lack of any rounding or sorting 

showed this to be a solifluction 

deposit that formed under 

periglacial conditions rather than a 

fluvial deposit laid down by the Ivy 

Bar Brook. 

At the base of the vein infill a hole had opened-up into 

the side of a shaft allowing material to run back into 

this so triggering the collapse; it had blocked the shaft 

almost up to the level of the hole. A level about 1m 

high heading north-west on the line of the vein was 

visible on the other side of the shaft but this had been 

backfilled. Looking up this shaft, it had been capped 

about five metres up with angle iron and stone slabs; it 

was oval and about 1m by 0.75m diameter, ginged all 

round to about 3m depth, then continuing on the line of 

the vein. 

This shaft was noted by Nellie Kirkham in her article 

on Wheels Rake (Kirkham 1963) where she recorded 

it as being called Swallow Shaft and ‘coned-over’, 

presumably comprising a stone beehive cap. The 

present state of the cap indicate that it has been 

replaced since that date. The author is not aware of any 

records of descent and exploration prior to the recent 

collapse. 

Present: John Gunn, Adam Russell 

Reported: Adam Russell 

Reference: 

Kirkham, N. (1963) “Wheels Rake, Alport-By-Youlgreave” 

Bulletin PDMHS vol.2 no.3 pp.153-173 

The 1869 Old Hollingwood Colliery shaft structure -  

detail of the walled-up fan opening 
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Twentieth Century Engine House, 

Arkwright Town, Sutton cum 

Duckmanton, Derbyshire, SK4296 7142 
A short distance north-east of the modern village of 

Arkwright Town, on lower ground there stands an 

‘engine house’ above a securely capped shaft.  It is the 

only known surviving coal mining feature of any 

significance within a very extensive area that was 

opencast for coal in the late 20th century and not fully 

remediated until the first 

half-decade of the 21st 

century.  The building 

survived because pumps 

were still needed until all 

coal working ceased here.  

It is tall, brick-built, with 

no internal upper floor, 

and has a sturdy load 

bearing iron frame.  This 

includes two beams at 

height over the central 

area, suitable for 

supporting a block and 

tackle for lowering a 

submersible pump down 

the shaft.  The shaft top 

area inside the building, 

just visible through 

erosion holes in locked 

doors, has been capped 

with concrete and has 

vents in two modern raised 

metal boxes protruding.  

Outside the building to the 

north side there is an iron 

water pipe of moderate diameter rising from the ground 

that turns to horizontal to bolt flanges, with a remaining 

part of a second pipe attached.  To the east side of the 

main building there is another lower one is attached, 

with vestiges of electrical switching and fuse boxes 

remaining inside.  Outside this building at its eastern 

end is a fine shaft cap in brick over a side shaft of c.1m 

diameter. This is a tall brick dome of over 1.5m height, 

made from hand-made bricks, which was presumably 

put in place when the ironworks colliery closed in the 

mid-19th century. 

Originally the shaft was almost certainly sunk in 

around 1800.  It lay next to the site of the Adelphi Iron 

Works, now removed by the open-casting.  This was 

probably established here in 1799, or possibly 

somewhat earlier, by the Smith family who also ran the 

Griffin Foundry at Brampton in Chesterfield, as well as 

smaller foundries at Calow and Brimington Moor.  The 

Adelphi Works had the advantage of prolific coal and 

ironstone available nearby but eventually could not 

compete with iron producers such as the Staveley Iron 

Works because of its remote location, especially after 

easily won coal and ironstone within about a mile of 

the works had been taken.  The Adelphi Works and the 

last of its mines closed in the later 1840s.  The engine 

shaft may have been the site of a Newcomen pumping 

engine installed somewhere on site in 1799, with this 

and its house now long gone.  The water pumped up 

was used both in the iron works and to feed a short 

private canal that transported manufactured goods 

from the foundry to the Inkersall road to Staveley, 

where they were loaded onto the Chesterfield Canal. 

The present structure dates to the 20th century, built in 

a style that suggests a 1930s-50s erection.  Readily 

accessible information on it is hard to find, but it was 

probably built by Arkwright Colliery, which lay to the 

south of the modern village.  This colliery was started 

in 1937 and worked until 1988, with the engine house 

pump installed to prevent water in earlier workings 

entering the mine.  It also helped keep the workings at 

Markham Colliery dry, which did not close until 1994, 

and the water from the shaft was used at the Markham 

Colliery coal washing plant.  It was retained when the 

surrounding areas were opencast to help keep them 

clear of water. 

The 20th century engine house north of Arkwright Town 
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If any reader has more information, the author will be 

pleased to hear from you. 

Acknowledgements: 

Many thanks to Ian Castledine and Lee Wyatt for 

useful comment on the engine house. 

Reported: John Barnatt 

 

Miners Initials, Wardlow Sough, 

Wardlow, Derbyshire SK 1742 7475 

During the re-opening of Wardlow Sough last year, a 

set of miner's initials were noted a short distance into 

the mine, but no details were recorded at that time. A 

visit was recently made to the site to rectify this, and to 

take Steve Thompson’s mortal remains for one last 

underground trip.  The initials are about 25m in on the 

south wall, and are TH and J(or I)M,  the first letter of 

the latter being a typical 18th century crossed “I”.  

Present: Adam Russell, Steve Thompson 

Reported: Adam Russell 

Eckington Colliery, Eckington, 

Derbyshire, SK 4394 7964 

By 2013 this small mine was the last 

underground colliery working in Derbyshire.  

It closed in January 2020.  An internet posting 

by the Coal Authority states that the entrances 

to the two drifts were subsequently filled and 

landscaped. A visit by the author late this 

summer has shown that the mine compound 

has now had its three buildings and coal-

storage bays levelled.  This compound lies at 

the edge of a small industrial estate, on the 

other side of the River Rother to the filled 

drifts; from publicly accessible places it could 

not be seen whether the small bridge between 

the two remains intact or not.  The last opencast 

coal working in the county, near Staveley, also 

stopped producing coal in 2020. For now, at 

least it seems that coal mining in Derbyshire is 

relegated to history. 

This mine, at first known as Moorside Drift 

No. 2, was opened in the first half of the 1990s.  

It had two adjacent 1 in 3 inclined drifts that 

started close to the eastern bank of the River 

Rother. Both had ring arching, the northern one 

with a coal conveyor and narrow-gauge 

tramway, the other the return airway.  The 

miners were working the Flockton Seam, using 

the longwall method of extraction, in an area of coal 

not taken by Renishaw Park Colliery in the 20th 

century.  In 2006-07 just under 30 people were 

employed, working in two shifts. In 1998, two men 

were killed by a fall of ground in a heading. 

Present: John Barnatt, Richard Carr, Stuart Band 

Reported: John Barnatt 

Jewloes Sough, Millers Green, 

Wirksworth, Derbyshire SK 2801 5303 

Derbyshire County Council asked for information 

about this site following a shaft collapse in February 

2020 at this site, on the limestone-shale margin. The 

collapsed shaft is in the centre of a wide but low hillock 

about 10m diameter, comprised of a mixture of rotted 

shale and small fragments of limestone and vein 

material; the collapse is about 2m diameter and has 

been surrounded with security fencing due to its 

proximity to a public footpath. On the first visit to the 

site in early March, it was flooded about 4m down; on 

a later visit the water had disappeared but the base of 

the collapse could not be seen from outside the fencing. 

In the next field to the south, a powerful resurgence of 

water was observed emerging in the middle of the field, 

The tall 19th century brick-domed shaft cap outside the eastern end of the engine 

house buildings 
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the landowner had needed to dig a trench to channel it 

down to the former millpond to the south. He has since 

installed piping and backfilled the trench, though 

reports that the hole where the water was emerging was 

about 3m deep (Paul Wood pers. comm.). It is 

noteworthy that in the early 19th century, a similar 

resurgence known locally as ‘the boiling pot’ was 

visible at the nearby Blobber Sough, which the miners 

thought had ceased to flow due to extension to 

Cromford Sough (Rieuwerts 2012). 

The site of the collapse is marked on the Barmaster’s 

early 20th century map for the area as “Jewloes 

Founder”; Jewloes Vein is shown as extending 

northwards and slight hillocks are visible to the north 

of the collapsed shaft where the bedrock changes from 

limestone to shale. It would appear that the sough ran 

along the line of the vein, discharging into the 

millpond; the point of the recent resurgence is likely to 

have been an air shaft. It is not currently clear what 

caused the collapse and water resurgence early this 

year, but it seems likely a change underground has 

altered the wet-weather drainage in the area. 

Reported: Adam Russell 

Reference: 

Rieuwerts, J. (2012) Lead Mining in Derbyshire: History, 

Development and Drainage Vol. 4. The Area South of the Via 

Gellia. Matlock Bath: Peak District Mines Historical Society. 

 

 

Can you contribute to future editions of 

Observations and Discoveries? 
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 

would like to contribute to future issues of this series 

of notes, please contact:  

John Barnatt, 

351 Worksop Road, Mastin Moor, Chesterfield, 

Derbyshire, S43 3DH. 

E-mail john.barnatt@btinternet.com 

or 

Chris Heathcote, 

44 Marsh Way, Chapel en le Frith, High Peak, 

Derbyshire, SK23 9AD 

Telephone: 01298 814726 
 

Book Review: The Mines of the 

Peak District by Byron Machin 
380 pages, published by Seven Stones Publishing, 

sevenstonespublishing.blogspot.com. Price £20 

 

 © Byron Machin, reproduced with permission 

“This book explores the history of mining in the 

Peak District. From the largest mines driving 

miles of passages, to small workings in remote 

places, the whole sweep of mining in the Peak 

District is explored. This book gives the explorer a 

guide to the best the area has to offer, in both 

surface and subterranean remains. With a detailed 

geological primer, historical introduction and 

guided walks, the main site accounts are 

accompanied by numerous maps, plans and 

photographs.” [publisher’s description] 

The book covers a good selection of underground and 

surface sites over the Peak District and Southwards to 

the environs of Ecton and Mixon, and as far as the 

Churnet Valley in well-organised and clearly laid-out 

sections. Indeed, the geographical coverage is a 

commendable achievement, and it is evident that the 

author has taken the time to visit many of the sites and 

given some thought to selecting sites with something 

to see. 

The author is clearly someone who would appear under 

the “mine adventurer” category, and some of the 

photographs are in distinctly "iffy" locations; he is 

http://sevenstonespublishing.blogspot.com/
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evidently not a mining historian but he has done a 

reasonably good job of collating relevant historical 

information from secondary sources. This is clear and 

concise but there are occasional errors, such as 

declaring the Dale Mine (Warslow) was a copper mine 

and referring to the deposits there as being a seam.  

Sites of interest are generally located with 10m grid 

references, although sometimes individual features in 

an extended area are not located. Descriptions of both 

surface and underground remains are often 

accompanied by a hand-drawn survey or sketch map, 

with credit given to the original which Machin used; 

PDMHS members will recognise many. The author 

gives quite a few references at the end of the book, but 

I consider the omission of specific references 

associated with the individual sites to be a weakness, 

as it does not support further reading and fails to 

acknowledge sources properly. 

The Mines of the Peak District is a relatively large self-

published work, which broadly lives up to the promise 

of that quoted description but is a disappointment due 

to the poor quality of the plates. These are, quite 

understandably, given the quantity of images, 

reproduced in black and white, but insufficient 

attention has been given to contrast, and they are 

almost all very dark and grey, such that it is a real 

struggle to see any detail. 

While I imagine this book will not satisfy the serious 

historian, I expect people with more recreational 

interest in mining history will find value in The Mines 

of the Peak District, as an accessible gazetteer, and the 

price is low enough that its shortcomings can be 

endured. 

The first printing (July 2020) was for a run of 200 

copies, which are available via the publisher's website. 

Adam Cooper 

33kV Cable at Magpie Mine 
After more than three years of paper-work and 

prevarication, work has started on the 

"undergrounding" of the high voltage overhead electric 

line at Magpie Mine: no longer will it intrude on 

people's photographs. 

Work started in early October along the roadside 

opposite the track to Magpie Mine, progressed to the 

top of Horse Lane, and then turned right towards 

Flagg/Sheldon. Horse Lane had to be closed to allow 

its crossing; regrettably this closure was met with 

abuse to the workmen and disturbance of the barriers.  

The excavation finished short of where the cable will 

come back to surface in Grinlow Hollow, (the dip 

before the road junction,) as the road will need a further 

closure to proceed. 

Work has now commenced in the field beyond Magpie 

near Trueblue Lane. The duct will follow the track 

through the Magpie site to the road, diverting around 

the cattle grids. 

The cable will be drawn in, jointed, tested and 

connected at both ends, after which the redundant 

overhead line will be removed, and the posts pulled up.  

The work should be completed, weather permitting, in 

the New Year and the site will look as it did in the 60's 

when the Society first were involved with Magpie. 

The project is being funded by a grant from the 

National Park authority towards the removal of 

visually intrusive lines at a number of sites throughout 

the Peak District.  Hopefully, reinstatement of the track 

after the cable has been laid will reduce some of the 

craters which members have to suffer when driving 

there. 

Mike Luff 

News from the Museum 
At the time of writing the Museum is again closed due 

to Covid 19. Hopefully by the time you are reading this 

we will be open once more. 

Our application for funding from the Cultural 

Recovery Grant was successful and the Museum was 

awarded £50,000. This will cover staff wages and 

utility bills through to 31st March 2021 enabling us to 

be open every day of the week. It will also allow us to 

replace our old advertising boards and leaflets so that 

we are ready to attract visitors back in 2021. This grant 

will also support the development of an educational 

visit to the Museum and Mine where the focus is on 

Forces and Motion, this will include some new exhibits 

outside Temple Mine. We will update you on these in 

more detail in a future Newsletter. We are using local 

businesses where possible to ensure this grant has a 

positive impact on the local economy as well as the 

Museum. 

The £480 grant from the Kids in Museums/Museum 

Development East Midlands has now been spent. It has 

provided funding for a colour printer and laminator 

enabling us to produce some new children’s activities. 

These include 2 treasure hunts around the Museum the 

first to find different modes of transport and the second 

to find the different animals (we have a surprising 

number of them around the Museum). Maps of the 

Museum are currently being produced including a 
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‘Hands on activities’ map and a ‘Technology’ map for 

people with specific interests. 

A grant received from our local district councillors has 

paid for exhibition lighting in the Pump Room and the 

remainder of the money will be put towards draft-

proofing the room – something I am sure all of the 

attendees of our talks will agree is needed. 

As our takings have been much reduced this year with 

no spare money available these grants have enabled us 

to continue developing and improving the Museum and 

Mine. 

We are unlikely to be able to run any of our talks in at 

least the first few months of 2021 but in January we 

will have a free exhibition about Matlock Bath in the 

Pump Room which will display some of the artefacts 

that we have in the Museum stores. We also be holding 

photographic exhibitions during the year. 

We will be glad to see the back of 2020 which has been 

a challenging year for the Museum but thanks to the 

hard work of staff and volunteers we are ready to 

launch ourselves into 2021. 

Clare Herbert, Museum Manager 

AGM Postponement and Reports 
The force majeure of Coronavirus regulations led to the 

postponement of the 2020 AGM and, in the face of 

continued uncertainty no future date has been set. Any 

future General Meeting will be announced to members 

via the Newsletter. 

Attendees at the AGM would have been provided with 

a report on the Society activities to March 2020, along 

with the balance sheet and supporting documentation. 

This information, along with a more detailed 

explanation of the AGM postponement is available 

from the PDMHS website, accessible as a news item 

and archived as a Supplement to Newsletter 177 in the 

Members' Area. Printed copies are available by 

sending an C5 (for A4 folded in half) SAE to Adam 

Cooper, Hilltop Cottage, Wormhill, Buxton, SK17 

8SL. 

Newsletter in Colour 
If you find the black and white pictures a bit dull or the 

details hard to see, please note that the electronic 

version, which is available from the members’ area of 

the website, is in colour. The images supplied by 

authors are generally of high enough resolution that 

they support substantial “zooming in”. 

Adam Cooper, Editor 

Contribute to the Newsletter 
The deadline for the March 2021 newsletter is 

February 1st, 2021. 

Articles, photographs, letters, etc should be sent to  

newsletter@pdmhs.com or call 01298 871037 to 

discuss hard copy submissions. The intention is to 

include all contributions with minimal editorial 

intervention. 

Please send all images as separate files. Text may 

simply be email content or word processor documents 

with minimal styling/formatting. 

Contributors should note and agree to the copyright 

and licence terms below, by adding a statement to that 

effect at the end of their contribution and clearly 

indicating if, for example, all rights are reserved in a 

photograph etc. 

Adam Cooper (Editor) 
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